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THE BEAST IN THE BELFRY

J T  is quite impossible to divide the Belfrymen into types, 
as the Belfrywomen may be divided: every male ringer 

is, of course, Unique. Still, it seems to the writer, in spite 
of dark threats from masculine acquaintances, that some 
are so much more Unique than others that they would 
serve as models for young bell-ringers who aspire to be­
coming Personalities or Specialists.

The Unique ringer is remarkable for his conversational 
powers ;"it is a fairly-,easy matter to distinguish one Unique 
ringer from another by hearing him talk.

The Record-Keeper, or Footnote Man, for instance, is 
slow and precise in his ringing, his movements and his 
speech; and all three of them are liable to go on for some 
time, if nothing occurs to interrupt him: ‘ This is rather an 
interesting occasion for me as it happens, because the treble 
is the 85th person to have rung his first peal of Major with 
me, and it will be the 175th peal in which I  have made 
the single midway and at the end. Of course, it’s also the 
anniversary of the day on which the Imperial Institute 
bells went to Exeter in 1960 and the Exeter ring was 
transferred to Bow. And I  believe Ben here will agree 
that it’s 21 years ago to-morrow that old Dick Turpin 
called his last peal at York Minster. Queer old chap, but 
a grand old ringer, eh, Ben?’ And so on.

The Tower-Grabber is another Unique ringer—a like­
able man on the whole. The fairies were at his christen­
ing and bestowed on him the gift of being able to talk 
himself out of and into any situation: ‘ It’s all right, I 
know the vicar here—nice old boy—at least his gardener 
was one of my sergeants during the war—here, Tom, if 
I  stand on- your shoulder, I  can smash that pane and reach 
the catch—bit high for a ground-floor ring, isn’t it?—fetch 
one of the choirboys’ cassocks, Bill, there’ll be some in 
the vestry. I ’ll tie it to one of the bars and haul the rest 
of you up. Now don’t say I  ever fail to get you boys a 
tower—it’s in the bag! Here, don’t forget to take the 
chimes off—we don’t want to do any damage.’

A collector of another kind is the Peal-Hunter:—
‘ Well, I don’t know about you chaps, but I’m going to 

have a bit of a job to get my hundred in this year. Harry 
Gamp’s well up in the forties now, and it’s only May.

Suppose we fix up a couple of handbell peals in my potting- 
shed on Thursday and Friday, then on Saturday afternoon, 
some of us can cycle over to Diddlebury and try for the 
first peal since the rehanging. That local chap who rings 
the Sanctus for service can bump the tenor. Saturday even­
ing we’ll fix up an 88th birthday peal for Old Grimes at 
Warlock. I hear he’s in bed with arthritis, but we’ll get 
him up for the occasion. I haven’t much in mind for Sun­
day; unless anyone wants to ring a peal for morning ser­
vice; that’ll mean 7.30 here in the belfry—all right?’

The Instructor is a notable man. A brisk, neat person, 
he believes in encouraging young ringers: ‘ Oh, aye, lad, 
a nice-sounding touch—but false, you know—false as all 
get out. Mind you, I admire your spirit. When I was 
your age, I ’d never have dreamt of calling touches with 
all these experienced ringers standing round — let alone 
false touches. You’ll mend, lad, you’ll mend. All you 
want’s a bit of help and advice from someone with the 
know-how; mind and call your bobs a blow earlier, and 
strike wider at back, and steer clear of false touches, and 
you’ll improve past all knowing.’

He has a brother, the Veteran, who also specialises in 
advice to young hopefuls: ‘ Now I don’t pretend to be a 
tip-top ringer, but I ’m always willing to give young folks 
a hand and, in my opinion, the man who doesn’t isn’t 
worth twopence. But I don’t approve of young folks over­
reaching themselves, and you can overdo all this Delight 
and Surprise. And I can’t say I like a young ringer push­
ing himself forward, that won’t take a word in season 
from his elders, and calls “ Go, Stedman,” and then “ Bob,” 
before everyone’s had a chance to get his breath and settle 
down.’

Under the shadow of a mighty university, the writer 
dares not say much about the College Lad, a fine young 
flower forced into premature bloom, in a hothouse atmos­
phere, producing wonderful effects, but often, alas, fading 
untimely into marriage, a career, or similar disasters; nor 
about his relative, the Bright Spark, who leaps into the 
belfry on a practice night: ‘ Look here, let’s ring Bumble­
bee Disgrace — it’s simple! St. Clement’s when treble’s 
behind, Superlative when treble leads, and Grandsire 
singles at both ends when treble’s in the middle!’

There are, of course, other Unique Belfrymen, but per­
haps the examples quoted are sufficient models for rising 
young ringers. D. R. C.
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TEN BELL PEAL
SWINDON, WILTSHIRE.

THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION 
On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,

A t  C h r is t  C h u r c h ,
A PEAL OF 5039 GRANDSIRE CATERS 

Tenor 22 cwt. 9 lb.
M r s . A . D i s e r e n s  . .  ..Treble  
A l b e r t  D i s e r e n s  . .  . .  2 
E r ic  S u t t o n  . .  . . . .  3 

♦ A n t h o n y  R . P e a k e  . .  4  
I v o r  G o u l t e r .......................  >■

fRiCHARD E.  G.  L uton  
W . Bertram  K ynaston 

t  Peter A nger  . .  . .  
W alter H.  T rueman 
E l i V incent

9
Tenor

Composed by Jo h n  C ar ter . . .  Conducted by W . B ertram  K y n a s t o n . 
* First peal of Grandsire Caters, t  First peal on ten bells.
Rung to welcome the new curate (Rev. J. G. Poargh) and a 21st 

birthday compliment to Mrs. A. R. Peake.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
MUCH WENLOCK. SHROPSHIRE.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 
On Sat., July 14, 1956, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes.

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  T h e  H o l y  T r in it y ,
A PEAL OF 5056  YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 16 cwt. 8 lb.
A n n  B arr 
Jo an  B e r e sfo r d  
J. E d w a r d  C a w s e r  
P eter  B e r e sfo r d

..Treble  ‘ W il l ia m  J. V . C o n d u c t  5
2 R ic h a r d  J. W a r rilo w  . .  6
3 E d m u n d  M alin  . .  . .  7
4 G eoroe E. O l iv e r  . .  . . Tenor 

Composed by G . L in d o f f . Conducted by J. E d w a r d  C a w s e r .
* First peal in the method away from the treble.
A 21st birthday compliment to Clive M. Smith, of Lichfield.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD .

On Wed., July 18, 1956, in 2 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t th e  B ell  F o u n d r y  C a m p a n il e ,

A PEAL OF 5008 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb. in C.

Jo h n  A . A c r e s ....................... Treble
W il l ia m  T h o n l e y  . .  . .  2 
S . A n t h o n y  J e s s o n  . .  3 
E r n e st  J . J ell e y  . .  4

B r ian  S . C h a p m a n  . .  . .  5
S a m u e l  J . H a in e s  . .  . .  6
Jo h n  M . J elley  . .  . .  7
D er ek  P . Jo n e s  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed and Conducted by W il l ia m  T h o r n l e y .

BLACKBURN. LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Thurs., July 19, 1956, in 3 Hours and 17 Minutes,
A t th e  C ath ed r a l  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -B l e s s e d -V ir g in , 

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Tenor 25i  cwt.

•J o h n  H a l l iw e l l  . .  ..Treble  
A r t h u r  T o m l in s o n  . .  2 

’ J a m e s  S k ea ts  . .  . .  3 
H arry A n d e r t o n  . .  . .  4  

Composed by J . W . W a sh b r o o k .
* First peal in the method.
A birthday compliment to the treble ringer.

T h o m a s  W il s o n  . .  . .  5 
S y d n e y  L eath erba rro w  . .  6
P et e r  C r o o k , s e n ............... 7
F rank  S tea d  ....................... Tenor

Conducted by P eter  C r o o k .

BARTON-UNDER-NEEDWOOD, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD 

On Sat., July 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s .

A PEAL OF 5088 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 26 Ib.

W alter  P . W h it e h e a d  ..Treble  
Joan  B e r e sfo r d  ■.. . .  2
A n n  B a r r ...........................  3
A l f r e d  B a lla rd  . .  4

J . E d w a r d  C a w s e r  . .  5
Pet e r  B e r e s fo r d  . .  . .  6
E d w a r d  M a l in  . .  7
G eorge E. O l iv e r  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by A r t h u r  K n ig h t s . , Conducted by J. E d w a r d  C a w s e r . 
First peal in the method on the bells.

CAMBRIDGE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 31. Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w -t h e -G reat,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 
Parker's Twelve-part (7th observation). Tenor 10 cwt.
‘ H illa ry  M u ir h e a d  . .  Treble
t F .  B rian  C o o k so n  . .  2

S u s a n  J a c k so n  . .  . .  3
W il l ia m  T .  C o o k  . .  . .  4

T . R e g in a l d  D e n n is  
J. D e s m o n d  P ainter  
C h r is . M. P . Jo h n so n  
W il l ia m  J . R id g m a n

Conducted by W il l ia m  T. Cook.
* First peal on eight bells, f  First peal in the method, 

peal on the old bells before recasting and rehanging.

HATHERLEIGH, DEVON.
THE TRURO DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Sat., July 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES

. .  5 

. .  6 

. .  7 
. .  Tenor

The last

Tenor 13 cwt. 2 qr. 6 lb. in F .
C h ar les  Sa n g w in  

‘ D a v id  N .  P e n r o s e . .  
R o bert  A . S o u t h w o o d . 
A lan  C a r v eth

5
6 
7

Tenor

Parker’s Twelve-part 
F rank  B . L u f k in  . .  ..Treble  
R e v . A r t h u r  S. R o ber ts  2 
A r th ur  F . B u r l e y  . .  . .  3 
V . M ary M a t t h e w s  . .  4

Conducted by R e v . A r th u r  S. R o b e r t s .
* First peal of Triples ‘ inside.’ First peal on the bells. 
Ti e conductor’s 150th peal for the Guild, and 190th peal.

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION 

On Sat., July 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 13 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ar y ,

A PEAL OF 5 0 7 2  GADEBRIDGE IMPERIAL BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 19 cwt. 1 qr. 4 lb.

E d w in  J . U pto n  . .  ..Treble
W alter A yre  . .  . .  2
A u g u s t in  V . G o o d  . .  3

‘ P am ela  A . M artin  . .  4

• D erek  E . L atc h fo rd  . .  5 
G e o ff r e y  S . D u n c a n  . .  6 
W il l ia m  J . P u d d if o o t  . .  7 
W il l ia m  C . H u g h e s  . .  Tenor

Composed and Conducted by W alter  A y r e .
* 50th peal and 25th peal together. 50th peal on the bells, which 

have been eight since 1758. The conductor has rung in 29 of these 
and conducted 24.

The first peal in the method, which is N o. 240 in the C.C. Collection 
of Plain Major methods.

WHISTON. YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Sheffield and District Society.)
On Sat., July 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes,

A t th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary M a g d a len e .
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 22 lb. in F.
E liza beth  A . W a r d il l ..Treble  | D e n n is  H o lla n d  

‘ S u s a n  C h a d d o c k  (13).. 2 
‘ Jo h n  N. D . C h a d d o c k  (15) 3 
H erbert  O. C h a d d o c k . .  4 

Composed by J. E . B ur to n

5
6 
7

Tenor

P eter  Lo n g l e y  
B arry H o l la n d  

I N o rm an  C h a d d o c k  
Conducted by N o rm an  C h a d d o c k . 

* First peal. 100th peal as conductor by their father.
Rung for the wedding of Miss Shirley Bampton, ringer at this church, 

and Mr. Jack Carver.

MARSHAM, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., July 24, 1956, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  A ll  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5008 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 8 cwt.

‘ D an iel  P h il l ip s  ..Treble
t  R a y m o n d  W. B a lls  . .  2  
N. Jo h n  A . P u m p h r e y  . . 3 

{ A r th u r  S . B r o th ers . . 4

H erbert  F . L a s k e y  . .  5 
W alter  F o r d  . .  . .  6  

§ W il l ia m  R. C a t c h p o l e . .  7  
Jo h n  R. S m it h  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by F rederick  H. D ex ter . Conducted by J ohn  R. S m it h .
* First peal at first attempt, t  First peal of Major in the method on 

tower bells. { First peal of Major. § First peal of Major in the 
method.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : Maintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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LOUGHBOROUGH. LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., July  25, 1956, in 2 Hours and 15 Minutes,
A t  t h e  B e l l  F o u n d r y  C a m p a n i l e ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAM BRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Johnson’s Variation. 
• J o a n  K .  B r o w n  

B r ia n  G. W a r w ic k  
E r n e s t  M o r r is  
G . R o n a l d  E d w a r d s

.Treble 
. 2

3
4

Conducted b y  J o h n  M. J e l l e y . 
First peal of Surprise.

Tenor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb. in C.
B r ia n  S. C h a p m a n  . . . .  5
J o h n  A .  A c r e s .......................... 6
E r n e s t  J. J e l l e y  . .  7
J o h n  M. J e l l e y  . .  _  . Tenor

P e t e r  F. R o m n e y  
H e n r y  S t a l h a m  
A r t h u r  W. G r a v e t t  
A l b e r t  W. B o n d

BRIGHTON, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 18 Minutes,
A t  th e  C hu rch  o f  St . N ich o la s ,

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 18J cwt.

..Treble  I J a m e s  H .  L il l b y  . .  . .  5
2 ! H e r b e r t  S .  J a m e s  . .  . .  6
3 I F r e d e r ic k  P a g e  . .  . .  7
4 | W. A r t h u r  R i d d i n g t o n  . .  Tenor 

Composed by Wm. H a r r is o n . Conducted by W. A r t h u r  R i d d i n g t o n .
The band is indebted to the Vicar, Rev. F. E. Walker, for consent­

ing to allow ringing to continue during short evensong, thereby making 
the attempt possible.

COLN ST. ALDWYN, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  D e c o l l a t io n  o f  S t . J o h n -t h e - B a p t i s t .

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 
Holt’s Original. Tenor 8 i cwt.
• P a t r ic k  A. B a r t l e t t  ..Treble  | R a l p h  E .  W .  W e n b a n  . .  5 

J o h n  T h o m a s  . . . .  2 | ‘ E r n e s t  H.  Je f f e r i e s  . .  6 
E . T r e v o r  N e w b u r y  . .  3 W il l ia m  A.  G o d w i n  . .  7 
M r s . J .  T h o m a s  . . . .  4 ! L l e w e l y n  J . ' S l y  . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by J o h n  T h o m a s .
* First peal of Triples.
Rung as an 80th birthday compliment to John Hope.

BURES, SUFFOLK.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y -t h e - V i r g i n ,

A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. in E.

A llen  W. C ansdale 
L e sl ie  D . M ill s  
H arry J. M illatt . .  
E d w ard  P. D u f f ie l d

5
6 
7

Tenor

A .  E d w a r d  L e g g e t t  ..Treble 
• M r s . L e s l i e  M il l s  . .  2 

D o n a l d  L .  M i l l s  . .  . .  3 
t J a n e t  M .  S p u r g i n  . . . .  4  
Composed by H . G .  C a s h m o r e . Conducted by D o n a l d  L .  M i l l s

* First peal of Yorkshire ‘ inside.’ t  First peal of Yorkshire.
Rung as a silver wedding compliment to the conductor’s parents.

CROSS STONE, TODMORDEN, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . P aul ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 7  lb.

• F r e d  P r it c h a r d  . .  ..Treble  
A r t h u r  T o m l i n s o n  . .  2 

t  P e t e r  S c h o l f ie l d  . .  3 
t  R o n a l d  C r ie r  . .  . .  4  
Composed by G e o r g e  W i l l i a m s .

* 25th peal for the Association.

tC ouN  A s h w o r t h  . .  
{ G e o f f r e y  C h e e t h a m  
G e o f f r e y  M il l s  
P h i l i p  J. H . H u d s o n  

Conducted b y  A r t h u r  T o m l i n s o n  
t  First peal. { First peal ‘ inside.

5
6 
7

Tenor

LAMBETH. LONDON.
LONDON COUNTY ASSN. & N. SOUTHWARK DIO. GUILD. 

On Sat., July  28, 1 9 5 6 , in 2 Hours and 5 3  Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e - E v a n g e l i s t  w i t h  A l l  S a i n t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Heywood’s Transposition.
J a m e s  A .  H a l e s  . .  ..Treble  
T h o m a s  H .  T a f f e n d e r  . .  2  
A r t h u r  W .  J .  B u t l e r  . .  3 
N e v i l  G . H o l l in g w o r t h  4

Tenor 19 cwt. 
C h a r l e s  W .  O t t l e y  . .  5 
L e o n a r d  W .  B u l l o c k  . .  6  
W il l ia m  D. G r a in g e r  . .  7 
F r a n k  R. L . B l e w e r  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W i l l ia m  D. G r a in g e r .
Rung to commemorate the 25th wedding anniversary of the Vicar, 

Rev. E. V. and Mrs. R hys; the 79th birthday of the ringer of the 2nd, 
Master of the Association; and the second birthday of Andrew and 
Janet Bullock, twin children of the ringer of the 6th. Believed to be 
the first peal on the bells for 34 years.

LONDON.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . O l a v e , H a r t  S t r e e t ,

PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt. 1 qr. 1 lb. in G .

R a l p h  B ir d  
P h i l i p  M e h e w  
B r ia n  B l a d o n  . .  
S t e w a r t  F. W. K im b e r

.Treble 
2
3
4

• D e r e k  P .  J o n e s  . .  . .  5
T h o m a s  E. S o n e  . .  . .  6
M a l c o l m  S .  C l o k e  . .  7
A. P a t r ic k  C a n n o n  . .  Tenor

Conducted b y  A. P a t r ic k  C a n n o n .
The con-

Composed by C. H . H a t t e r s l e y
• 150th peal. First peal of Yorkshire on the new bells, 

ductor’s 500th peal, conducted 267 and rung in 421 towers 
Rung on the eve of St. Olave’s Day.

SOBERTON, HAMPSHIRE.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS. 

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  t h b  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5056 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. 1 qr. 24 lb .

F r e d e r ic k  W. R o g e r s  . .  Treble
C. E r n e s t  S m i t h  . .  . .  2
T o w e r  R .  T a y l o r  . .  3
L e s l i e  D .  D u g u r d  . .  . .  4

R . R o g e r  S a v o r y  5
R o b in  G .  L e a l e  6
A l f r e d  T. G r e e n w o o d  . .  7  
C h a r l e s  H. K i p p e n  . .  Tenor

Composed by G a b r ie l  L i n d o f f . Conducted by C h a r l e s  H. K i p p e n .

SOUTH WIGSTON. LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,

A PEAL OF 5024 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 19 lb. in F.

• R o g e r  K .  S t r e t t o n  ..Treble  
J o a n  K. B r o w n  . .  . .  2 

tB R iA N  G . W a r w ic k  . .  3 
E r n e s t  M o r r is  . .  4

J o h n  A .  A c r e s  
E r n e s t  J . J e l l e y  
B r ia n  S. C h a p m a n  
J o h n  M .  J e l l e y

5
6 
7

Tenor 
W a r w ic k .Composed by J. A rm ita ge  T r o llope . Conducted by B. G

•First peal of Major, f  300th peal for the Guild (conducted 149). 
A golden wedding compliment to Mr. and Mrs. John O. Lancashire; 

also a birthday compliment to Ernest Morris.

UTTOXETER, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 11 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  S t . M ary,
A  PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 20 cwt. in E.
• P a m e l a  J. P e a r s o n  . .  ..Treble
• S h e l a g h  K. S e e r y  . .  . .  2

R ic h a r d  J. W a r r il o w  . .  3
F r e d k . E .  W il s h a w  . .  4

I v o r  R. N ic h o l l s  . 
F .  H e c t o r  B e n n e t t  . 
E w a r t  H .  E d g e  
A r t h u r  P r it c h a r d  

Conducted b y  F r e d k . E

5
. .  6 
. .  7  
. .  Tenor 

W i l s h a w .Composed by C. H. M id d le to n .
• First peal in the method.
Rung as a silver wedding compliment to the parents of the treble

rmger.
TONBRIDGE, KENT.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On, Sun., July 29, 1956, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,

A t  th e  C hurch  of  SS. P eter and P aul ,
PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 19 cwt. 1 qr. in E.
A . P a t r i c k  C an n o n  . .  ..Treble  
D o r is  E. C o lg a te  . . . .  2 
W a l t e r  H . D o b b ie  ..  . .  3 
T h o m as  E. S o n e  . .  . .  4  
Composed by C. M id d le to n .

R obert C o llin s
Brian Bladon ......................
R alph  B ird  ......................
M alcolm  S . C loke  

Conducted by T h om as E,

5
6 
7

Tenor
Sone .

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
DITCHINGHAM. NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On M on., June 25, 1956, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes.

A t  th e  C h urch  o f  St . M ary,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one extent each of Double Court, Cambridge Surprise, St. 
Clement’s, Double Oxford, Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob and 
Plain Bob. Tenor 12 cwt. 3 qr. 12 lb. in F  sharp.
J a m e s  W . F o r d e r  . .  ..Treble  
G o d f r e y  G .  W a l p o l e  . .  2  
S t a n l e y  W .  C o p l i n g  . .  3

W il l ia m  L o v e  . .  . . . .  4  
F. C h a r l e s  G o o d m a n  . .  5 
H. W il l ia m  B a r r e t t  . .  Tenor

Conducted by H. W i l l ia m  B a r r e t t .
Rung to mark the centenary of the birth of Sir Henry Rider Haggard, 

K.B.E., the famous novelist, who was born on June 24th, 1856, and 
spent much of his life in the parish.
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FTWAI I HPRRVQHIHP
THE EAST DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTS ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 7, 1956, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . H e l e n ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES
Comprising five methods, being three extents each of Reverse St. 
Bartholomew (two callings), and April Day (three callings), four ex­
tents Plain Bob (four callings), six extents Reverse Canterbury (four 

callings), and 26 extents Grandsire (six callings).
Tenor 8 cwt. 2 qr. 24 lb. in A flat.

• B ern ic e  A. M a n n in g  ..Treble \ R e g in a l d  J. S tr etto n  . .  4 
D a v id  K. W alk late  2 B rian  R . M a n n in g  . .  . .  5

t  E d w in  W a l k l a t e  (12) . /  3 | P e t e r  J. S k in n e r  . .  . .T e n o r  
Conducted by D a v id  K. W a l k l a t e .

* First peal, t  First peal ‘ inside.’ Average dge of band 16| years.

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Wed., July 11, 1956, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s-t h e -M ar tyr ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
B ein g  th ree  e x te n ts  o f  R ev erse  C an terb u ry  P leasu re  B o b  an d  fo u r  e x ­
te n ts  o f  P la in  B o b . T e n o r  cw t. in  A. 

V e r n o n  G reen  . .  ..Treble  F ra nk  A. B arrett . .  4 
• M ic ha el  H allett  . .  . .  2  T o m  S m it h  . .  . .  5 
t C l iv e  H o l l o w a y  . .  . .  3 R o b in  J. T r ebilco ck  . .  Tenor 

C o n d u cted  by R o b in  J. T r e b ilc o c k .
• First peal, t  First peal in two Minor methods ‘ inside.’
Rung as a farewell to Vernon Green, who is leaving Oxford.

TUTBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(The Bembrose School. Derby, Society.)
On Wed., July 11, 1956, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary ,
A PEAL OF 5040 REVERSE CANTERBURY DOUBLES

Being 42 extents, 8 callings (C.C.C. Nos. 165-172).
Tenor 10 cwt. 2 qr. 5 lb. in F sharp.

E d w i n  W alk late  
Jo h n  F .  M u r f in  
D a v id  ,K . W alk late

W ILLINGTON, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Thurs., July 12, 1956, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . L a w r e n c e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Consisting of three extents of Single Oxford Bob and four of Plain 
Bob. Tenor 9 cwt. 1 lb. in A flat.
• A n n e  E . A m or . .  ..Treble  . B ryan  F. S i m s ................... 4

C . H enr y  H a r d in g  . .  2 1 P eter  J . S h ip t o n  . .  5
Jo h n  B. Lo n g ................... 3 I C. E d w a r d  J e f f r ie s  . .  Tenor

Conducted by C. E d w a r d  J e f f r ie s .
* First attempt for peal.

HORSELL, s u r r e y .
THE GU ILD FORD DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Fri., July 20, 1956, in  2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -V ir o in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 101 cwt. in G.
• R o y  C o l l in s  ....................... Treble j * H azel  L. H anco ck  . .  4
• D a v id  G. W r ig h t  . . . .  2 I D u g u l d  M . M acP h e r so n  S' 
tEuNicE A. H il e y  . . . .  3 I E. J o h n  W el l s  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by E. Jo h n  W e l l s .
• First peal of Treble Bob Minor. + First peal of Treble Bob Minor 

‘ inside.’
Rung as a welcome to the new Bishop of Guildford, the Rt. Rev. Ivor 

Stanley Watkins.
ALFRETON, DERBYSHIRE.

THE EAST DERBYS AND NOTTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., July  21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,

A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r t in .
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Being 24 extents Grandsire, 2 extents Plain Bob, 4 extents each of 
Reverse Canterbury and Reverse St. Bartholomew, and 8 extents of 
April Day. Tenor 13 cwt. 3 qr. 13 lb. in F sharp.
Jo h n  F. M u r f in  . .  ..Treble  
D a v id  K . W alk late  . .  2 
B rian  R. M a n n in g  . .  . .  3

Conducted by D a v id  K. W a lk la te . 
* First peal, f  First peal in five methods.
Rung for the Feast of St. Mary Magdalene.

t K e n n e t h  S . F a u l k n e r  . .  4  
R e g in a l d  J. Str etto n  . .  5 

• P eter  S . B. K n ig h t s  . .  Tenor

. .Treble R e g in a ld  J . S t r e t t o n  . .  4
2  P e t e r  J . S k in n e r  . .  . .  5
3 ‘ C h arles  R e p t o n  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D a v id  K. W alk late .
• First peal. First peal in the method by all. on the bells, and for 

the Association. All are pupils of Bemrosc School, Derby

FULBECK, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GU ILD .

On Sat., July 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C h urc h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL O F 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR
Being seven different extents. Tenor 12 cwt.
• P erc y  D . B ald o c k  . .  ..Treble  

R o n a ld  R u s s e l l  . .  . .  2
A m o s  I n g a l l .......................  3

Conducted by J a m e s  H. M u s s o n .
* 50th tower in which to ring a peal.

W il l ia m  R . P arker  
L o u is  W il l d e r s  

• J a m e s  H . M u s s o n  .

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

HONITON, DEVON.
THE G U ILD  OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On Sun., July 22, 1956, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES
Being eighteen 240’s (8 callings) and six 120’s (5 callings). 

Tenor 12} cwt.
A la n  H o d g e  ......................Treble W il l ia m  B aker
C h a r l e s  M an l e y  . .  . .  2  W il l ia m  W ebb  
C h r is t o p h e r  W ebb  . .  . .  3 Jo h n  R eal

Conducted by W il l ia m  W e b b . 
First peal on the bells. Rung for evening service.

4
5

Tenor

CLUTTON, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., July 25, 1956, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes.
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  St. A u g u s t in e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR
Being one extent each of Double Court and St Clement’s, two extents 
of Single Oxford, and three of Plain Bob. Tenor 10J cwt.

E u n ic e  D. O v e r e n d  ..Treble  j *P e ter  J . H . W y c h e r l e y . . 4 
A d r ia n  P. B eck  . .  . .  2 E r n e st  E. B ray . .  . .  5

• G w ii .yn  Sa l m o n  . . . .  3 D a v id  H o a r e ........................Tenor
Conducted by D a v id  H o are .

• First peal in more than one method of Minor.

KINGSTONE, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., July 27, 1956, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J o h n  a n d  A ll  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
In two methods, being five extents of Kent Treble Bob and two extents 
of Plain Bob Minor, each called differently. Tenor 11 | cwt.
W alter  H. P o ole  . .  ..Treble  
Re g in a l d  B eale  . .  2
R a y m o n d  P . Se l w a y  . .  3

Conducted by W il l ia m  G . Gigg. 
First peal in two methods on the bells.

W il l ia m  E . T urner  
W il l ia m  F . S lo co m be  
W il l ia m  G .  G ig g  . .

4
5

Tenor

LOWER HEYFORD. OXON 
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., July 27, 1956, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 6 cwt. 3 qr.
• D a p h n e  P o llard  

M . Jo R o per  . .  
• W il l ia m  Iv in g s

20 lb.
4
5

Tenor

s. Treble R o b e r t  A. R e e v e s  . .
2 M arie R . C r o ss
3 Jo h n  H. G regory  

Conducted by M arie R. C r o s s .
* First peal.
Rung in appreciation of the work done by Mr. E. Pearson during 

his 25 years as secretary of the Banbury Branch. Also for the thir­
teenth birthday of the treble ringer.

FRIEZLAND, YORKSHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
A t  C h r is t  C h u r c h ,

A  PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
In three methods, being two extents each of Plain Bob, Kent Treble 
Bob and Oxford Treble Bob, also one extent of Spliced Kent and 
Oxford Treble Bob. Tenor 15 cwt.
• J a m e s  C o f f e y  . .  ..Treble  I T r ev o r  T a y l o r .......................  4

A lbert  W. St o n e  . . . .  2 | D er ek  T a y l o r ................... 5
t  D er ek  F. Y a tes  . . . .  3 I D erek  O g d e n  ....................... Tenor

Conducted by D erek  O g d e n .
• First peal of Minor, t  First peal of Minor ‘ inside.’
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KIRBY BELLARS, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., July  28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
B ein g  720 ch a n g es  ea c h  o f  R ev erse  C an terb u ry  P lea su r e , S o u th rep p s , 
P la in  B o b , A p r il D a y , R e v erse  B a r th o lo m e w  an d  G r a n d sire , an d  three 
240’s o f  P itm a n ’s Grandsire. Tenor 12 cw t. 2 qr. 22 lb .
F r ed er ic k  W a t so n  . .  ..Treble  I G eo ffr ey  A . B o w c u t t  . .  3 
R o l a n d  H . C o o k  . . . .  2 | A lfr e d  H . H in m a n  . . 4

J . H arry C o o k .......................Tenor
C o n d u c te d  b y  J . H arry C o o k .

Rung as a birthday compliment to Ann Hinman, daughter of Mr.
A. E. Hinman, also to Mr. Ernest Morris.

SILK W ILLOUGHBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . D e n i s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR

Being seven extents in eight m ethods. St. Clement’s and Plain Bob, 
Double Court, Single Court, Double Oxford, Single Oxford, Kent 
Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob. Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb.

W il l ia m  R . P a r k e r  
L o u is  W i l l d e r s  
J a m e s  H. M u s s o n  

M u s s o n .

4
5

Tenor

R o n a l d  R u s s e l l  . .  ..Treble  
♦Per c y  D. B ald o c k  . .  . .  2

A m o s  I n g a l l ................... 3
Conducted by J a m e s  H

* First peal in eight methods.
A compliment to Mr. and Mrs. L. Willders, 43, Carr Street, Lincoln 

on their eleventh wedding anniversary.

WETHERSFIELD, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., July 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary  M a g d a l e n e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 14J- cwt.
G eorge  T r e n d e l l  
R o bert L in d s e l l  
K e it h  W il l ia m so n

.Treble F rank  R o per  ................... 4
. .  . .  2 Jo h n  W ar n er  ...................  5

3 W alter  A r n o ld  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by W alter  A r n o l d .

Rung after the wedding of Mr. John Wiffen to Miss Marie Town­
send, the bridegroom being the son of Mr. G. Wiffen, a Braintree 
ringer.

WENDOVER, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sun., July 29, 1956, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary-t h e -V ir g in .

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Comprising eight extents each of St. Simon’s, St. Martin’s, and Plain 
Bob, and 18 Grandsire. Tenor 14 cwt. 2 lb.
♦ M o nic a  B arrett 

R o y  W o o d r u f f  
D o n a ld  G .  W h eeler

* First p ea l.

..Treble  fGEOFFREY R. D r e w  4
. .  2  W alter L ee  ................... 5

3 ' R ic h a r d  B ig g s  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by R o y  W o o d r u f f . 

t  First peal of Doubles. First peal as conductor.

HANDBELL PEALS
BIRCH IN RUSHOLME, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., July 2 5 , 1956 , in 2 Hours and 5 Minutes,

I n  th e  N a v e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Ja m e s ,
A PEAL OF 5152 HEREWARD COURT BOB MAJOR 

Tenor size 15 in C.
W il f r e d  L. R o b in s o n  . .  1— 2  I F r e d k . W m . G rocott . .  5— 6  
R o b in  G . T u r n e r  . .  3— 4 | L e s l ie  B o u m p h r e y  . .  7— 8 

Composed by F . D e n c h .
First peal in the method by ali the band. No calls made
Rung on the Feast of St. James the Great for the Patronal Festival.

LEICESTER.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sun., July 2 9 , 1956 , in 2 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  12 , D o ro th y  A v e n u e , G l e n  H il l s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor side 15 in C.

B rian  G . W a r w ic k  . .  1— 2  I Jo h n  M . Je l l e y  - .  . .  5— 6 
Jo h n  A . A cr es  . .  . .  3— 4 | M r s . B. G. W a r w ic k  . .  7— 8 
Composed by E. M au ric e  A t k in s . Conducted by B rian  G . W a r w ic k . 

The conductor's 50th peal this year.

ALDRINGTON, SUSSEX.—On July 22nd, 1,260 Reverse Canter­
bury Pleasure Bob Doubles: Linda M. Forrest 1, June A. Grieveson 2, 
R. D. Brown 3, D. H. Paine 4, H. W. Brown (cond.) 5, S. W. Brown 6. 
Rung for Evensong. Also on July 29th, 1,260 Plain Bob Doubles: 
June A. Grieveson 1, H. W. Brown 2, Valerie Mepham 3, D. H. Paine
4, R. D. Brown (first as cond.) 5, Diane M. Gough 6.

ALVASTON, DERBYS.—On July 8th, .1,260 Doubles (300 Grand­
sire, 240 Spliced Plain and Reverse Canterbury, 480 Reverse Canter­
bury and 240 Plain Bob): Miss B. A. Manning 1, E. Walklate 2, 
Miss J. G . Draper 3, D. K. Walklate (cond.) 4. A. Whiting 5, B. R. 
Manning 6. For morning service.

ASFORDBY, LEICS.—On July 26th, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles: 
Miss C. Wheeler 1, R. H. Cook 2, A. E. Hinman 3, Mrs. D. Day 4, 
J. H . Cook (cond.) 5, J. Day 6. Rung as a compliment to Mr, A. L. 
Toon (secretary to thei P.C.C. and Sunday School superintendent) and 
Mrs. Toon on the birth of their grandson (Stephen).

BARROWBY, LINCS.—On July 28th, 1,280 Grandsire Doubles: 
Mrs. F . Pinchbeck 1, F . Pinchbeck 2, D. Frith (cond.) 3, R. Reid 4, 
K. Ketteringham 5, B. Hunt 6. Rung as a wedding compliment to 
James I. Proctor and Shirley M. Hulley.

BELGRAVE, LEICS.—On July 29th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: M. 
Pole 1, P. D. Wells 2, C. Lynch 3, O. Castleman 4, J. P. Kesterlon
5, A. Skinner 6, N. O. Abell (firs# as cond.) 7, E. Bass 8.

BOZEAT, NORTHANTS.—O n July 28th, 1.260 Doubles (420 each
of Reverse Canterbury Pleasure, All Saints’ and G randsire; all different 
callings): Mrs. F . Laughton 1, Miss C. Coleman 2, J. J. Partridge 3, 
R. Line (cond.) 4, N . Line 5. First quarter for 1 and 2. Rung as a 
wedding compliment to Mr. N. C. Abbott and Miss B. Blundell. 

BRADFORD, YORKS.—On July 29th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples:
F. Popplewell 1, Mrs. H. B. Schofield 2, H. B. Schofield 3, F . Ray- 
ment 4, M. J. Thurmott 5, D. R . Marshall 6, E. H . Simpson (cond.) 7, 
T. Peddler 8. For evening service.

CANTERBURY, KENT.—At St. Dunstan’s Church, on July 29th,
1,440 Minor (720 cach of Kent and Oxford Treble B ob): Mrs. E. 
Philpott 1, P. Newing 2, J. Stockbiidge 3, J. Stockbridge 4, D. Chat- 
field 5, B. J. Luck (cond.) 6. For Confirmation service.

COSELEY, STAFFS.—On July 23rd, 1,260 Grandsiret Triples: Mrs.
G. Whatmore 1, C. R. Godfrey 2, Miss B. Wright 3, A. Cope 4, J. D. 
Holden (cond.) 5, E. E. Speake 6, K. W. Knowles 7, F . Holden 8. 
Rung with the bells half-muffled as a token of respect to M r. A. 
Baker (76), the oldest member of the local band.

FA1RFORD, GLOS.—On July 27th, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: J. 
Hope (cond.) 1, F . J. Lewis, sen., 2, W. A. Godwin 3, E. H. Jefferies
4. Mrs. W. A. Godwin 5, P. A. Bartlett (first of Triples) 6, R. E. W. 
W enban 7, R. Pearson 8. Rung for the conductor’s 80th birthday.

FINEDON, NORTHANTS.—On July 15th, 1,264 Plain Bob M ajor:
D. Thomson 1, B. Foster 2, E. Chapman 3, D. Pearson 4, A. Frost
5, J. King 6, B. Cope 7, M. King (first as cond.) 8. First of Major for 
1, 2 and 4. Rung as a wedding compliment to Miss B. King to 
Mr. L. Page.

MANGOTSFIELD, BRISTOL.—On July 29th, 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples: N. D art 1, W. Richins 2, W. Scudamore 3, H. Tayson 4, T. 
Walters 5, J. W. Jefferies 6, J. G. Jefferies (cond.) 7, E. Cooksley 8. 
Rung on the occasion of the visit of the Bishop of Bristol.

MERROVV, SURREY.—On July 1st, 1,320 Plain Bob Doubles: 
Rosamund A. May 1, Jill Lane (first away from tfeble) 2, Jillian H. 
Wilson 3, A. Pamela W arren (conducted first 660) 4, John A. Ether- 
ington (conducted last 660) 5, G. M. Battersby 6. Rung for Evensong 
and as a birthday compliment to the ringers of 2 and 5.

NAILSEA, SOMERSET.—On July 22nd, 1,260 Doubles (4 six-score 
of April Day and 6 |  of Plain Bob): Jane Lewis 1, Mary Powell 2, 
M. Horseman (cond.) 3, Rosemary Strong 4, L. Derrick 5, H. Hard- 
widge 6. Rung for the Sunday School anniversary.

PENDLEBURY, LANCS.—On July 24th. 1,260 Grandsire Triples:
H. Rothwell 1, C. Rothwell 2, Miss S. Higham 3, R. Bagnall 4, A. 
Lomas 5, R. Tompkins 6, B. Rothwell (cond.) 7, C. F . Jones 8. Rung 
to congratulate Miss S. Higham and Mr. J. Somers on their recent 
engagement.

PIDDINGTON, OXON.—On July 30th, 1,260 Doubles: (240 Sted­
man, 480 Plain Bob, 540 Grandsire): C. H. Kinch (cond.) 1, E. G. 
Jones 2, L. J. Baldock 3, L. A. Busby 4. J. W. Eustace 5. Rung for 
the gift of a daughter (Janet Phyliss) to Mr. and Mrs. C. East.

SEAL CHART, KENT.—On June 30th, 1,260 Plain Bob Doubles:
E. D. Acott 1. G. T. Acott 2, G. A. Godfrey 3, A. Wenban (cond.) 4,
S. S. King 5, H. Wolley 6. Rung as a birthday compliment to Angela 
Acott, daughter of the treble ringer and niece of the second ringer.

TROW BRIDGE, WILTS.—On July 22nd, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: 
R. Amor 1, G. H. Harding (cond.) 2, Mrs. F . Penn 3, J. Bilby 4, J. 
Lucas 5, C. Butcher 6, F. Penn 7, D. Roberts 8. Rung as a compli­
ment to the Rev. LI. Edwards on the occasion of the last service 
before his retirement from the ministry.

WOODSTOCK, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA.—On July 10th,
I.260 Reverse Canterbury Doubles: V. Sheppard 1, J. Riley 2, C. 
Gardiner 3, J. Wood 4, W. Smith (cond.) 5, J. Emstzen 6. First in 
the method for all and in Africa.

Q U A R T E R  P E A L S
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TH E TEACHING OF RINGING -  H .
Last week’s instalment concluded with a  note 

on the first of the three essentials for a  suc­
cessful scheme of train ing; namely, a standard 
manual of instruction; and it referred to  the 
‘ Cathedral ’ system of training, as included in 
Part I. of the ‘ Manual of T rain ing’ of the 
College of Campanology. This Part of the 
Manual also contains material on Principles of 
Teaching.

REM AINING PARTS, AND 
PUBLICATION ( ? )

Some thought has been given to the content 
and form of the remaining P a rts ; but the 
specialist co-operation in their compilation is 
yet to be sought and included. As indicated, 
certain extant publications can be adopted (i.e., 
recommended by the College) as standard re­
ferences for and substitute content for some of 
the Parts thus: Part II. A work on Method 
Structure is being compiled, but certain works 
may be adopted meanwhile, e.g., Snowdon’s 
‘ Treatise on Treble Bob—Part I .’ and others. 
For Part III. several works are meanwhile 
available, but much additional analytical matter 
is needed to present a correlated study of 
methods for the actual ringing of them. For 
Part IV. there exists the Central Council’s 
‘ Change Ringing on Handbells ’ and other 
published references. For Part V. there is the 
Central Council’s ‘ Mysteries Unveiled ’ (Par­
ker) and ‘ Variation and Transposition ’ (Trol­
lope) and other references; but here again an 
exposition of general principles of composition 
is needed and expert co-operation is intended 
to be sought. A Corrigan publication on the 
Half-Lead System of Proof exists and there are 
other references also. For Part VI. there is 
the Central Council’s ‘ On Conducting ’ by 
Wilfred G. Wilson, and additional expert views 
are intended to be incorporated. For Part VII. 
a number of published references are available, 
and other expert help is to be sought. Generally 
speaking, no  serious obstacle to  the compilation 
of the Manual is foreseen, but its publication 
is another matter.

It is part of the scheme of things, as dis­
cussed below, that a copy must be available to 
each student-tutor for self-study; that is to say 
a copy of any material that is not available in 
already-published form. Copies must be avail­
able also to  tutors and examiners of the Col­
lege. It is also a basic principle that in the 
whole enterprise there should be no possibility 
of private profit-making. As far as possible 
it must be self-supporting, though financial 
demands (if any) upon its pupils must be a t a 
minimum. Initial courses in Part I. will em­
ploy the few typescript copies that are to be 
available; but as the organisation of the work 
of the College develops and, it is hoped, local 
centres of courses and certification of members 
of the College spread further afield, wide pub­
lication of the material will be needed.

A SOLUTION
In the previous article an indication was 

given of a  solution to  this problem, which is 
largely one of initial finance. If  the Editor 
and his committee approve, the matter of Part
I. of the Manual can be published serially in 
these pages. Apart from  the general interest 
in w to t is going on, and how the College is 
handling this early training of the ringers of 
the future, to  be tutors for those who will 
follow on, there will be many, no doubt, who 
will welcome some guidance on how to set 
about teaching beginners. In any event, the 
prime aim is to give the benefits (being derived 
from the operation of this scheme) to the 
Exercise as a whole. Consideration of the 
second and third essentials (as follows) will add 
emphasis to this point.

TRAINING OF TUTORS
This second essential of the plan is really 

the crux of the whole matter. This is probably 
the right moment to  indicate a  vital point and 
perhaps forestall a  possible misconception as to 
the function of the College. In no sense what­
ever is it intended to  usurp or override the 
functions of any existing ringing bodies or 
organisations. On the other hand one of its 
main objects (detailed below) is the training of 
tutors of ringing and their certification as 
properly qualified tu to rs; and to a high and 
universally recognised standard that is accept­
able to  the sternest critics. I t  is considered 
that only out of the achievement of such an 
objective will come the really well-trained 
ringers of the future. Why? Because it has 
been repeatedly noted that increasing distrac­
tions from  and decreasing leisure for the 
learning of ringing are forcing the incompetent 
instructor right out of business.

MAHOMET TO THE MOUNTAIN
In the previous article it was stated that 

the original idea of student-tutors coming to 
a training centre in every case was eventually 
considered impracticable. No scheme of 
training, however, can be completely successful 
without some measure of personal guidance 
from  the teacher to his pupils. So in this 
scheme * Mahomet goes to the m ountain.’ And 
it works out this w a y I n  a district where 
tuition in ringing is to be introduced, and there 
is no  possible provision of such by the local 
ringing authority, o r again, where a  potential 
instructor is in need of advice o r of a refresher 
course, application can be made to  the Regis­
trar of the College for information of its scheme 
of training, in the particular stage or Part to 
be undertaken.

Particulars as required, together with an en­
rolment form, are sen t; and on the form ’s 
completion and return the appropriate Part of 
the Manual is despatched with instructions for 
its preliminary study. A t an arranged date a 
tutor on the register of the College (one within a 
day-return journey) visits the applicant’s tower 
and gives a  talk and demonstration to the 
student-tutor and his ringing pupils; particularly 
on the applied use of the M anual-Part in 
directing their training.

The student-tutor (hen carries on for a given 
period, working from the Manual. A second 
or ‘ ch eck ' visit is then paid by the College 
tutor, principally to check faults and to  assess 
progress, also to give a  ‘ dummy ’ test. Later, 
by arrangement, the candidate takes the 
examination (as explained below) for his 
diploma. Once on the register of the College, 
this new tutor is available for spreading the 
work; further afield, from  his district as a 
base. The aim is that in this way the dis­
tribution o f qualified members o f the College 
will become such that one is available, within 
a  day-return journey, o f almost any place in 
the land. (Meanwhile ringers of standing in a 
number of widespread districts are to  be in­
vited to accept appointment as honorary 
examiners to  the College.)

Initially, until the distribution of registered 
tutors has reached that stage, some tutors will 
no doubt be willing to give more ‘ distant ’ 
services; especially if some contribution were 
made towards their (considerable) out-of- 
pocket expenses, by a  group of learners club­
bing together in the ‘ remote ’ area. The 
visiting tutor would then devote the whole of a 
week-end, say, to the travelling and the work, 
which would include a short series of talks 
punctuated by demonstrations to both tutor 
trainees and ringing pupils. Indeed, territorial 
associations unable to provide their own in­

structors could obtain expert help in this way, 
particularly if the usual grant towards expenses 
were paid.

EXAM INATION AND CERTIFICATION 
To explain the process o f this third ‘ essen­

tial,’ it is necessary to  say a word or two about 
the organisation of the College of Campano­
logy. Its objects may be stated as including:—

1. The teaching of ringing practice (and 
theory) according to developed principles and 
generally accepted standards and in the 
primary stages particularly as exemplified in 
the ‘ Cathedral ’ system of tuition.

2. The compilation and maintenance in 
up-to-date material and methods, of a College 
‘ Manual of Training,’ issuable in ‘ Parts ’ ; 
each Part prepared with the assistance of 
recognised experts in the particular subject 
m atter treated, including the Cathedral 
system.

3. The pursuit o f research into the theory 
of method structure and of composition and 
the history of the a rt of ringing.

4. The training of tutors, to rigorous 
standards, in the use of the Cathedral system, 
with the object of raising and maintaining 
the standard of ringing tuition, and of assist­
ing ringing organisations in recruiting and 
training, where such help is needed; and the 
certifying of tutors by examination.

5. The selection (from qualified tutors of 
a requisite minimum experience) and ap­
pointment of examiners to the College; and 
the appointment, from among acknowledged 
experts in the Exercise, of honorary 
examiners.

6. The issue of diplomas of the College 
■n various grades, including ‘ Ringer,’ ‘ Tutor,’ 
‘ Examiner ’ and ‘ Fellow,’ and the main­
tenance of a register o f all admitted

' members.
As already said, the College is being initiated 

in a  modest way, but care is being exercised 
to secure a firm foundation on which an or­
ganisation of repute can develop. First 
officials will com prise: A president and vice- 
president, leading figures in the Exercise; prin­
cipal, a ringer with considerable professional 
experience of teaching and academics; two 
examiners; two or more tu tors; and a  registrar 
and bursar. The founder officers in these 
positions constitute the first governors o f the 
College and, together with the hon. corre­
spondents or College representatives being ap­
pointed for various districts, will shape the 
future policy for the administration of its 
w ork ; the standard of reference being its 
‘ Manual of Instruction,’ as already outlined.

Examinations in the various grades are open 
to enrolled members with qualifying attendance 
at courses, or otherwise satisfying relevant con­
ditions. Examinations in Grades II., V. and 
VII. do not require attendances. The fitness 
of ‘ self-study ’ candidates is assessed on Col­
lege tutors’ check visits. Tutors are authorised 
to take courses in the work of only those Parts 
of the Manual for which they are certificated. 
A tutor in any grade is ineligible to  take the 
test for examiner in that grade. Additionally, 
ringers of recognised status and ability may be 
appointed as honorary examiners.

Tests. Examinations in Parts I., III., IV. and 
VI. o f the M anual comprise both oral and 
practical tests; while that for tutor in Part I. 
(which contains matter on the Principles of 
Teaching) include a demonstration test (or 
alternative satisfactory evidence) with a class 
of students (or student). Examinations in Part
II. are mainly written, and in Parts V. and VII. 
wholly so. Where possible, more than one 
examiner will officiate. The diploma shows to 
what degree the successful candidate has satis­
fied the College.,
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TEACHING OF RINGING—Cont.
W ork begun. As indicated last week, a cur­

rent course in Part I. of the training scheme :s 
running successfully in Portsmouth, with over
20 students and three student-teachers. Those 
gaining diplomas will be registered among the 
founder-members of the College. Clearly much 
hard work lies ahead in laying the foundations, 
but the founders view it as a  labour o f love 
in a needful field, and are confident that pre­
sent signs will bring ever-widening support. 
Much encouragement was given by the warm 
reception, at the recent annual general meeting 
of the Winchester and Portsmouth Guild, of 
the Master’s introduction of the subject, and 
his high commendation of its work and pur­
pose. Support is also forthcoming from per­
sonalities of the Exercise now being approached. 
It is hoped that Part I. of the Manual may be 
published in these pages in serial form, so as 
to  give not only a  fairly good idea of what is 
being done, and how, but also to provide Col­
lege members and other workers in the training 
field with a  ready reference for the initiation 
and maintenance of this work.

College Journal. The College has ‘ adopted ’ 
‘ The Ringing World ’ as its ‘ journal,’ and 
looks to its members to take the paper and to 
encourage other ringers to  become subscribers. 
It will submit reports of progress for publica­
tion from time to time and will include news 
o f  College personnel and all additions of 
qualified and elected members on the register.

Further information is obtainable from the 
Registrar of the College, 24, Doyle Avenue, 
Portsm outh; but, during the summer recess 
(i.e., until August 22nd) from the Principal, 32, 
Parkstone Avenue, Southsea. A. Y-B.

THE RINGING WORLD

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION 

Chew Deanery at Wrington
The quarterly meeting of the Chew Deanery 

Branch was held a t Wrington on July 21st, and 
during the afternoon and evening the fine ten 
were kept ringing in a variety of methods up to 
Cambridge Royal. Ringing was under the direc­
tion of the Master, Mr. H. W. Knight.

The Association form of service was conduc­
ted by the Rector (the Rev. B. Lee), who said 
a few words of welcome. Following the usual 
magnificent ‘ Wrington tea ’ the business meet­
ing was held, and it was decided that, subject 
to permission being granted, the next quarterly 
meeting should be held at Long Ashton (on the 
second Saturday, and not the usual third) in 
October, with practice meetings at All Saints’, 
Clevedon, and Backwell for August and Sep­
tember respectively. The half-yearly Corporate 
Communion was arranged for Chew Magna on 
the fourth Sunday in October.

The Branch representatives on the general 
committee sought the opinions of the meeting on 
the subject of changing the date of the Asso­
ciation annual meeting and also that of ‘ un­
attached members.’ The general feeling of the 
meeting was that the annual meeting should be 
left as it was (Easter Monday) and members 
were unanimously for the abolition of ‘ un­
attached membership.’ It was also mentioned 
that subscriptions were now payable before the 
end of each year. Votes of thanks to  all who 
had helped to make such an enjoyable meet­
ing concluded the business, and the tower was 
again visited. M. J. H.

HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD 
Meeting of Ross District at 

Goodrich
The Ross District held an extremely success­

ful quarterly meeting at Goodrich (6) on July 
21st. Local towers represented were Bridstow, 
Much Marcle, Ross, Weston-under-Penyard 
and the home tower, with visitors present from 
Hereford, Leintwardine, Staunton (Forest of 
Dean), Cardiff and as fa r afield as Kent.

The Guild Service was conducted by the 
Vicar (the Rev. R. G. Williams) and tea was 
afterwards served in the Vicarage garden—the 
weather being exceptionally warm. The Vicar 
also presided over the business meeting which 
followed. It was arranged that the next quar­
terly meeting should be held a t Aston Ingham, 
in October. Miss R. Jarrett drew the attention 
of those present to  a meeting of the newly- 
formed Hereford Branch of the Ladies’ Guild, 
which was to be held a t nearby Weston-under- 
Penyard on the following Saturday. He hoped 
that as many local ringers as possible would 
support it—including the gentlemen, who were 
cordiallv invited. The meeting closed with a 
vote of thanks from Mr. J. J. Webb (District 
Ringing Master) to the Vicar, the organist, and 
the ladies who had helped with the tea.

Handbells were then produced and were made 
good use of before the members returned to 
the tower. Here, as in the afternoon, a variety 
of methods were rung, ranging from Grandsire 
Doubles to Cambridge, London and Primrose 
Surprise Minor.

Altogether it was agreed that the meeting had 
been the most successful one held in the District 
for a  long time.
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Mr. Norman Chaddock has 
conducted 29 ringers through BELFRY 
their first peal since the war.
Of these, 19 have been his own pupils—from 
handling a  bell to  ringing a peal. Mr. Chad­
dock conducted his 100th peal at Whiston on 
July 21st, and two of the ringers scoring their 
first were his son, John, and his daughter, 
Susan.

The last peal on the bells of St. Andrew- 
the-Great, Cambridge, prior to  recasting, was 
rung on July 21st.

Mr. Wilfrid Moreton has accepted the office 
of Vice-Princioal of the College of Campano­
logy.

Mr. A. P. Cannon’s peal tour this year is 
from August 11th—18th, with headquarters at 
Leicester. Thirteen peal attempts have been 
arranged.

Veteran of Fairfield, Glos, tower, Mr. J. 
Hope, in calling a quarter peal of Grandsire 
Triples for his 80th birthday, on July 27th, used 
the same calling from Clavis that he employed 
for his first quarter 40 years ago.

At a  fete and flower show in aid of Theberton 
Bell Fund just over £100 was raised. The pro­
gramme included change ringing on handbells 
by the Leiston and Aldeburgh ringers, and 
tune ringing by boys under the direction of 
Mr. J. Pilgrim. 'Despite wind and rain there 
was a good attendance, the fete being held in 
the open park. This leaves £650 to be raised.

The bands which rang the bells a t H art 
Street and Tonbridge would like to associate 
with them the name of Mr. Ralph G. Edwards. 
Mr. Edwards had arrived in Dorking but was 
recalled home by telephone because his house 
had been struck by lightning. Grateful thanks 
to Mr. Stewart Kimber for ‘ standing in ’ at 
short notice.

Articles of general interest 
GOSSIP to readers of this journal are 

particularly appreciated dur­
ing the holiday months, when normal activities 
are not so numerous.

For the benefit of those interested in the 
training of beginners we hope to serialise Part 
I. of the Manual of Instruction of the College 
of Campanology.

Mr. David K. Walklate informs us that in 
the peal rung at Spondon on June 30th there 
were five extents of Plain Bob, and not four, 
as stated.

Miss C. Wakefield, of Cray St. Mary, Kent, 
is taking up an appointment a t Leicester. A 
farewell 720 of Plain Bob M inor was rung on 
July 24th by R. Beard 1, F. Gorringe 2, Miss
C. Wakefield 3, S. Zobal, jun. (first 720) 4, S. 
Zobal 5, B. Aldridge (conductor) 6.

The departure of Mr. Vernon Green from 
Oxford after 18 months’ stay in the village is 
regretted by his many ringing friends. He was 
very active in ringing circles and endeared 
himself to  all with whom he came in contact. 
A farewell peal is recorded in this issue.

The Vicar of Harthill, the story of whose 
bells appeared in our last issue, and 10 members 
of his youth group attended the practice at 
Rotherham on July 24th. Four of them at­
tempted rounds and did quite well. The keenest 
goes to  Manchester University in October, so 
will be able to continue his tuition there.

Mr. Henry Stalham added yet ‘ another one ’ 
when he took part in the peal of Kent Treble 
Bob Major a t his own tower, St. Nicholas’, 
Brighton. What a remarkable man for his 
years—84^ ! He rang faultlessly for the whole 
o f the peal. Congratulations, Harry ! and 
many happy returns ! !
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AN AMERICAN CHANGE RIN G IN G  MACHINE
JUST over three years ago a short article 

appeared in ‘ The Ringing World ’ about 
a rineine machine which two members of the 
Department of Mathematics a t Cornell Univer­
sity. New York, Professor R. J. Walker and 
Mr. J. Keifer, were constructing. In 1954, Dr. 
Walker journeyed to this country with some 
friends, and visited St. Paul’s Cathedral to hear 
the Sunday morning ringing there, which he de­
scribed as ‘ the perfect ending to  a wonderful 
trip.’ The progress of the machine is told in 
a letter recently received by Mr. E. A. Barnett, 
of which the following is an extract:—

You may have wondered a t times whether 
Mr. Keifer and I ever renewed our attempt 
to construct a  mechanical change ringer. 
Strictly speaking, we did not, and the pieces 
of Ringer, Change, Mark I. are still gather­
ing dust. But Ringer, Change, Mark II., a 
much more elaborate machine, is essentially 
finished. We hope to have its formal dedica­
tion in a few weeks.

The history of M ark II. is interesting. Mark
I. was basically mechanical, and neither Mr. 
Keifer nor I was good enough machinist to 
do the design and construction necessary to 
makp. it work. We had discussed the possi- 
bilitv of changing the design radically and 
making the Ringer entirely out of electric 
relavs. but we didn’t have the heart to start 
over from scratch. But in the fall of 1954, 
while on leave in California, Mr. Keifer met 
a  bright engineering student, Donald Stevens, 
who was looking for a project for his senior 
thesis. Stevens was easily converted into a 
change ringing enthusiast, and in the spring 
of 1955 he designed and built eighty per cent, 
of Mark II. Then he graduated and left 
Cornell, leaving Mr. Keifer and me with a 
partly completed, very elaborate mechanism 
which we still don’t understand completely. 
However, we have managed to finish it, except 
for a few details which we hope to  fix up in 
a week or two.

M ACHINE’S CAPABILITIES
When the machine is finished I shall send 

you a detailed description of it, together with 
some pictures. In the meantime, here is a 
brief description of what it will be able to do.-

(1) Ring any method on any number of 
bells up to eight.

(2) Ring any peal. The bobs and singles 
can be called by pushing buttons at the 
appropriate times, or it can be arranged for 
the machine to do this automatically. 
Theoretically, Mark II. is able to ring the 
full 40,320 changes on eight bells without 
any human a tten tion ; but I am not opti­
mistic enough (though 1 believe Mr. Keifer 
is) to  expect that there would not be some 
malfunction of the machinery in so long a 
Deal.

(3) Upon returning to  rounds, the chang­
ing mechanism is automatically disconnected 
and the machine continues to ring rounds 
until stopped.

(4) We understand that in ringing changes 
there is a cause after every second change, 
except in Yorkshire, where there is a pause 
after everv change. By throwing a switch 
we can select either of these ways of ring­
ing, or a third way in which there are no 
pauses a t all.

(5) At the beginning of each change the 
machine shows, by means of a  pattern of 
lights, what the change is to be. If de­
sired, the lights can be adjusted to follow

'iu s t one bell in its course, or to follow two 
or more. Hunting, dodging and place 
making show up very prettily in this manner;

(6) Such special effects as firing, Queens,
and the Nine Tailors followed by strokes
for a person’s age can be rung.
Some of these special effects have not yet 

been installed, and in connection with the Nine 
Tailors we need some advice. Dorothy Sayers 
savs that the Tailors are rung in groups of 
three, two such for a woman and three for a 
man. Is this correct? And, if so, can you 
give us some idea of the tim ing; that is, how 
does the pause between two groups of three 
compare with the pause between two strokes 
within a  group.

If vou have any other comments or sugges­
tions to make in the light of the above descrip­
tion. we would be most grateful to have them. 
Is there anything else that the machine should 
be able to do? The only obvious addition I 
can think of is a  device for handling spliced 
methods. We know how to do this and plan 
to incorporate it in a  later model.

The enclosed item, which was sent fo science 
editors in newspapers and magazines in the 
U.S.. is a result of some relaxation while I 
was on leave last year. I apologise for the 
hash the reporter made of my attempt to 
describe change ringing Actually, once one 
has a  machine as complicated and versatile as 
SWAC, the problem of ‘ introducing it to the 
melodious art ’ is really quite simple. I 
wonder if it hasn’t been done with EDSAC, 
the big machine at Cambridge?

I also gave a  couple of talks to local clubs 
about change ringing, mathematics and 
machines. Many people seemed interested, 
and I have spread at least a little knowledge 
of change ringing along the Californian coast.

The newspaper item for which Dr. Walker 
apologises is no worse, in fact, a  great deal 
better, (than many an English reporter has 
produced on the subject of ringing :—

Three veterans of Christ Church, Southgate 
—Mr. Norman Tomlinson (52 years’ service), 
Mr. Sidney Wade (60 years’) and Mr. Alfred 
Glasscock (57 years’)—are seen here from left 
to right.

Mr. Wade has now retired and moved away. 
He started ringing at Southgate in 1896 and at 
the annual outing on July 7th he was presented 
with a pen, suitably engraved, by the captain of 
the band, M r. S. G. Peck. All three veterans 
have been members of the Middlesex County 
Association since they started ringing.

ELECTRONIC BRAIN RIGGED TO PLAY 
MUSICAL GAME 

By SCIENCE SERVICE
LOS ANGELES, Calif., May 28------SWAC,

the giant ‘ electronic brain ’ at the University 
of California at Los Angeles, is now rigged 
to  play a 17th century musical game in the 
interest of solving mathematics problems.

The game is called ‘ change ringing ’—a sort 
of a  numbers game with bells which originated 
more than three centuries ago in England.

D r Robert J. Walker, a  professor of mathe­
matics from Cornell University on leave to do 
research at U.C.L.A. Institute of Numerical 
Analysis, has introduced SWAC to the melo­
dious art.

In England the game is i>layed with church 
bells. Numerical sequences, based upon the 
number of bells in a given church tower, are 
plotted in advance. Except for the beginning 
and end runs, no two sequences in the series, 
which is called a peal, can be the same. 
Each ‘ ringer ’ is assigned a number and fol­
lows a numerical script. Peals have been 
rung involving 15,000 changes and taking nine 
hours to perform.

SWAC has its peals coded on IBM cards 
which are fed to the big automatic computer. 
Of course, it cannot rival the resonant ring of 
a church bell. But otherwise it can toll out 
a ‘ Kent Treble Bob Major ’ (a standard peal) 
with the best of them.

Ringers will look forward with interest to 
seeing the detailed technical description which 
Dr. Walker has promised. Mr. Douglas 
Hughes, one of the demonstrators of the Car­
ter Ringing Machine, comments that he par­
ticularly likes the idea of the indicator lights.

One thing which * Ringer, Change, Mark
II .’ does not so far appear to have been made 
to do is produce a printed diagram of the 
method which is being rung, but this could 
no doubt be made an ‘ extra.’ Those who 
were a t the Council meeting a t Leicester will 
remember the excellent diagram of Cambridge 
Surprise Maximus which had just been made 
by John Carter’s machine. E. A. B.

SOCIETY OF SHERWOOD 
YOUTHS

The July meeting of the Sherwood Youths 
was held at Wymeswold, Leics. A wedding 
was in progress when the first ringers arrived 
and they heard the local band ring the happy 
couple out of church with some well-struck 
rounds and Queens. After the guests had de­
parted the Vicar welcomed us, and after ex­
horting us not to pull the tower down, left us 
to  it. The meeting began with a touch of 
Cambridge Minor, and as the ranks of the 
ringers swelled, the ringing was varied both in 
method and striking.

The service was held at 4.30 p.m. and after­
wards the ringers adjourned for an excellent 
repast. Nineteen sat down to  tea, although 
some others had brought their own. The ring­
ing after tea was once more varied and con­
tinued until 8 p.m.

Methods rung included Stedman and Grand­
sire Doubles; Plain, Little and Double Ox­
fo rd ; Double Court, St. Clement's, Bob Minor, 
Grarvjsire Minor, Original, Double Bob, Kent 
and Oxford Treble Bob, Cambridge, London 
and York Surprise. Thanks are due to Mrs. 
Pailing, the secretary, who arranged the meet­
ing, the Vicar, who conducted the service, and 
last but b y n o  means least, Mrs. Downs, who 
provided the excellent high tea at a very 
moderate charge. J. H. P.
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THE SOCIETY OF LIVERPOOL COLLEGE YOUTHS
ESTABLISHED IN THE YEAR 1800

■rT 'H  E ringing of the curfew in 1561 and the 
opening of the church gate on the second 

peal ringing every Sabbath in 1592 are among 
Liverpool's ancient recordings, but it was not 
until the ringing of the first peal of 5,040 
changes in Liverpool that a recorded ringing 
society became established.

In  1628, St. Nicholas’ was furnished with 
four bells, and a century later was in posses­
sion of a ring of six, tenor 15 cwt., by Rud­
hall. St. Nicholas’ tower was reported unstable 
in 1788, and though much bell ringing was 
recorded in 1794, the Liverpool College Youths 
did not record a  single visit to the old tower, 
which began to disintegrate during the ringing 
for Sunday service on the morning of February 
11th, 1810, and collapsed while the congregation 
was entering the church.

St. Peter’s was furnished with a clock and 
four bells by Rudhall in 1707, four lighter 
bells being added in 1724, and it was on this 
ring of eight, tenor 21 cwt., that the first peals 
were rung.

TH E FIRST PEAL
Liverpool’s first peal was rung on Sunday 

evening, November 9th, 1800. A peal of 
Grandsire Triples in 3 hours 7 minutes, John 
Hand, the conductor, ringing the 4th. It was 
not until November 3rd, 1808, that William 
Jaeger—who rang the 6th in the first peal— 
conducted Liverpool’s second peal, also Grand­
sire Triples, on the same bells. On May 23rd, 
1809. the ‘ Youths ’ opened the bells o f Cros- 
ton, Lancashire, with their third peal of Grand­
sire Triples.

Though not recorded, members of the St. 
Peter’s band rang a peal at Dolgelley on Sep­
tember 26th, 1809, of Oxford Treble Bob 
Major, in which Sam Lawrence rang the 
tenor.

Oxford Treble Bob M ajor and Bob Major, 
both rung at St. Peter’s in 1809, and two of 
Grandsire Triples in 1811, a t the home tower, 
are next recorded in the society’s peal book. 
A  visit to St. Michael’s, Ashton-under-Lyne. 
on September 9th, 1811, records a peal of 
Grandsire Caters rung by a joint band.

THE NEW  DOBSON RING
Two peals are recorded in 1812, both Grand­

sire Triples, one at St. Peter’s and one at St. 
Mary Ann’s, Ormskirk, the first on these bells, 
tenor 25 cwt., and taking 3 hours 29 minutes. 
The Parish Church of Ormskirk is one of 
three churches to possess both tower and spire. 
The tower, being built a century after the 
spire, possessed five bells in 1552. In 1714, 
and again in 1774, Rudhall appears to have 
recast all but the tenor, making a  ring of 
eight.

The opening of Lord Nelson’s monument 
was celebrated by the ringing of the next peal 
on October 21st, 1813, a t St. Peter’s, and 
October 3rd, 1814, a peal of Grandsire Caters 
(on the new Dobson ring of twelve) a t St. 
Nicholas’ was recorded in 3 hours 25 minutes 
(there mlist still be many of us who remember 
these bells wtith great p leasure; they were 
often spoken of as Dobson’s best work). A 
year later a peal of Grandsire Triples was 
rung on the same bells and is recorded as 
being * one of the finest struck peals ever 
rung.’

In 1815—the year of Waterloo—one peal is 
recorded a t St. Peter’s and two at St. Nicholas’. 
A third peal rung at St. Nicholas’, Grandsire 
Caters, on June 25th, is not recorded.

The year .1815 also records the opening of 
a Dobson ring at Christ Church, Liversedge, 
Yorkshire, with a peal of Grandsire Triples, 
conducted by John Hand, the year being com­
pleted with a  5,120 of Oxford Treble Bob 
Major a t St. Nicholas’.

W ITH W ILLIAM THURSTANS
April 16th, 1816, finds Liverpool College 

Youths, with bands from  Birmingham, Stroud, 
Stourbridge and Shifnal, opening a new ring 
of bells by Mears at Lane End Church, Staf­
fordshire. Sam Lawrence, on the 4th, and 
William Thurstans, on the 7th, joined the Liver­
pool company for the first peal. In all, five 
peals are attempted and 21,692 changes are 
rung, but the elusive peal is not recorded. 
All attempts failed, mainly through change 
courses.

The Liverpool men were somewhat com­
pensated by ringing a peal of Grandsire Triples 
at St. John’s, Preston, on June 5th, 1816, 
though it would appear that probably some 
Preston men stood in, because the peal is 
not recorded in the society’s peal book.

On May 23rd, 1817, the first peal of Grand­
sire Cinques is rung at St. 'Nicholas’ by the 
‘ Youths, and four days later a touch of 
Grandsire Cinques on handbells was rung on 
the top of the Lord Hill Monument, Shrews­
bury. A peal of Grandsire Triples at St. 
Peter’s in 1817, Bob M ajor and Grandsire 
Caters follow a t St. Nicholas’ in 1818 and 1820.

Grandsire Triples was again rung at St. 
Peter's in 1821 and a peal of Grandsire Major 
at St. Nicholas’ in the same year was followed 
bv one of Grandsire Royal at the same tower 
in 1824, with Grandsire Cinques and Caters 
in 1826 and 1827. In 1828 the first peal in 
Stedman’s principle to be rung in the county 
is credited to the ‘ Youths,’ with a peal of 
5.016 Stedman Cinques in 3 hours 25 minutes 
at St. Nicholas’, composed and conducted by 
William Thistlewood.

GREAT DAYS W ITH NEW BELLS
These were indeed great days for Liverpool, 

for a  new ring of ten by Mears was opened 
at St. Peter’s on Sunday, April 11th, 1830, 
tenor 25 cwt. in D, and the first peal on the 
new bells is recorded the following year; a 
peal o f Kent Trebble Bob Royal in 3 hours 27 
minutes. A peal in the same method was 
rung at St. Peter’s by a joint Liverpool and 
Manchester band on August 23rd of this same 
vear, 1831, and a return peal at the Collegiate 
Church, Manchester, also Kent Treble Bob 
Roval. was rung a month later on September 
26th.

The excellence of the new Mears bells is 
recorded. It was a t this period that Rudhall 
and Dobson were joined with the Mears 
foundry at Whitechapel.

Grandsire Caters is next recorded by the 
Society a t St. Peter’s in 1840, and a first peal 
on a  new ring of bells by Mr. Taylor, of 
Oxford, at St. John’s, Farndon, Cheshire, is 
recorded in 1841. Two peals at St. Nicholas’ 
follow, both in 1842.

FIRST IN IRON FRAM E
A United Societies’ peal was rung at St. 

Luke’s on December 31st, 1844, consisting of
5.088 changes of Kent Treble Bob Major.

St. Luke’s bells are distinctive as being the 
first ring ever to be hung in an iron frame. 
The construction o f this and the hanging of 
the bells was most successfully carried out by 
Messrs. Gillibrand of this city in 1829. The 
bells were cast by Dobson and had been seek­
ing a  home since 1818.

The next Deal to  be recorded was one of 
Stedman Caters, rung at St. Peter’s in 1845. 
In April of the same year, on the new ring of 
bells being installed at St. Peter’s, Prescot, an 
eight by Mears, tenor 14 cwt., the * Youths ’ 
record a peal of Grandsire Triples. St. 
Marv’s is the fourth church to be built on the 
site, and the tower, still in regular use, dates 
from 1729.

An outing to  Wrexham on May 4th, 1846, 
records a  peal of Grandsire Caters for the 
Liverpool Youths, followed by peals at St. 
Peter’s in 1848 and 1850, a peal at St. Luke’s 
in 1850, and a November 9th Jubilee Peal at 
St. Peter’s, a  compliment to John Hand, Esq., 
the onlv .survivor of the first peal, completes 
the first half-centurv. E. L. H.

(To be continued'

RAYENFIELD BELLS
The bells of Ravenfield Church, near 

Rotherham, have been unringable for over 30 
years and are to have Ellacombe system of 
chiming apparatus installed at a  cost of about 
£360. The clock is being dismantled for re­
pairs and sent to Leeds.

The church is rather isolated from the village 
and in view of other pressing needs, it was con­
sidered that it would be unjustified to attempt 
to  raise the money needed for a new frame and 
rehanging.

The bells were cast by J. Bosvile in 
1796, 40 years after the church was built in 
1756. It is hoped to have the work on the 
clock and chimes completed in three months’ 
time. N. C.

NORWICH DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION 

South Norfolk Branch
The meeting at Bunwell on July 28th at­

tracted 47 ringers from 22 different parishes, 
including lady ringers from Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire, and Yelvertoft, near Rugby. The 
six bells were rung to suit all talents, from 
rounds to London Surprise Minor.

The service was conducted by the Rector 
(the Rev. C. J. Warren) and the lesson was 
read by Mr. C. F. W. Phillips, a chorister and 
captain of the local ringers.

The business meeting was presided over by 
the Association president (the Rev. H. G. Lil­
lingston) supported by the general secretary 
(Mr. W. Love), the Rev. C. J. Warren and 
Miss Betty Syrett, Messrs. H. Moss, C. F. W. 
Phillips, F. Roper and W. G. Saunders, com­
mittee, and Mr. A. G. Harrison, Branch sec­
retary. It was decided to visit Brockdish for 
the next meeting, on October 20th.

The meeting ended with votes o f thanks to 
Mr. Phillips and the local ringers and ladies 
who kindly provided and gave the tea, also to 
the Rector and organist.

‘ P O U L A R D  ’ (R esd ) Nearly 2\ centuries of experience to give you the
FINEST POSSIBLE QUALITY

®EchL b^ PaEcs JOSEPH BRYANT LTD.
*  C H U R C H  F L A G S  | Phone 2 ^0 2 6  BRISTOL 2 Established 1718
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LETTERS TO TH E  EDITOR
NOT THE FIRST

Dear Sir,—I should like to  point out that 
the two compositions published in a  recent 
issue of ‘ The Ringing W o rld ’ by M r. D. N. 
Layton are both old compositions.

The arrangement of 5,184 Double Norwich 
C ourt Bob Major appears in the 1908 Central 
Council Collection, on page 278, Peal No. 31, 
as the composition of H. Dains, and Peal No. 
33, by J. R. Pritchard, the only difference be­
ing in the placing of the singles. This com­
position is also credited to  W. H. L. Bucking­
ham, H. Johnson and A. Craven. I believe 
that H. Dains first produced it in 1886, and 
that the other composers mentioned obtained 
it, a t about the same time. This block of eight 
courses also forms the main part of a 5,024 
by Sir A. P. Heywood, which is still a popular 
peal.

The 5,088 of Yorkshire Surprise M ajor was 
sent to me with several other three-part 5,088’s, 
in the early 1930’s, as the composition of A. 
Craven, but I think that it may have been 
composed many years earlier, as M r. Craven 
produced three-part peals of Yorkshire Surprise 
M ajor about 50 years ago, the first peal in the 
method, conducted by Sam Thomas, being a 
peal of this number, composed by Mr. Craven, 
and this composition is often rung nowadays.

I  am sure (hat Mr. D. N. Layton, who puts 
his name to both sets of figures, composed them 
in good faith, but it is a duty of new com­
posers to  make reasonably certain that their 
efforts have not already been placed before the 
Exercise, either in the ‘ Bell News ’ or 1 The 
Ringing W orld,’ or in the various Association 
reports. The 5,184 of Double Norwich has 
been rung dozens of times, under the names 
mentioned previously, and young composers 
should have no excuse for not knowing of its 
existence.—Yours sincerely,

CHARLES W. ROBERTS.
Waltham Abbey.
Note. — Mr. Layton, in sending the com­

positions to ‘ The Ringing W orld,’ expressed 
the opinion that both had probably been rung 
before. Other contributors are also thanked 
for their letters on this subject, Mr. William 
Shepherd pointing out that the Double Norwich 
was composed by Henry Dains in 1886.—Ed.

STAM FORD’S COUNTY BOUNDARY
Dear Sir,—Mr. Dove’s book shows St. M ar­

tin’s Church, Stamford Baron, as in the county 
of Northamptonshire, and I had also under­
stood that this part of the town was in N orth­
amptonshire and the rest of the town in Lin­
colnshire. It used also to be said that these two 
counties and the county of Rutland met on the 
bridge over the River Welland.

In recent years, however, a county boundary 
sign has made its appearance at the southern 
end of the town on the Great North Road 
well beyond St. M artin’s, in such a  position that 
if the sign is correctly placed the church must 
be in the county of Lincolnshire.

Perhaps some reader can tell us whether the 
county boundary has been changed or whether 
the sign is in the wrong position or whether, in 
fact, the church never was in Northampton­
shire.—Yours truly, P. A. CORBY.

Melton Mowbray.

A DISCLAIMER
Dear Sir,—I have been somewhat discon­

certed at being addressed by several of my 
acquaintances as ‘ Beau Pepe.’

Will you be kind enough to  publish this dis­
claimer? I do not think I know any of the 
ladies concerned nor do I know anything about 
the matter under discussion.—Yours sincerely, 

Guildford. W. OLIVER (Miss).

EARLY RING ING
Dear Sir,—Mr. Box is confused. Sundays are 

not Bank Holidays, but these holidays owe their 
origin to the established practice of government 
offices and banks closing on the feast days of 
the Church. The number of saints’ days was 
so large that the holidays were reduced to the 
statutory four, three being attached to the 
great festivals of the Church, two of which 
are ‘ movable.’ The importance of these 
Church occasions is not moreover limited to  the 
Established Church. These particular Church 
festivals are days of obligation, and it is right 
and proper that the bells should ring for the 
first Communion on these days. 1 am sur­
prised that someone, whom I take to be a 
' live ’ member of the Church of England, 
should advocate appeasing those who like to 
admit their religious duties only when it is, 
convenient to them. Perhaps we shall be asked 
eventually to stop or reduce ringing for Sun­
day Evensong because it interferes with child­
ren’s television.

Unless we pay only lip service to our religion 
we ought not to accept our ringing being rele­
gated to a  state of popular and sentimental 
association unconnected with regular religious 
worship and on a par with background music 
at the cinema, but to be prepared to defend 
our ringing for services, particularly on the 
great festivals of the Church, as a  duty to what 
is ostensibly a Christian community. We are, 
after all, members of a church militant.—Yours 
faithfully,

E. H. EDGE.
Wolstanton.

AN EXAMPLE
Dear Sir,—Most of your readers are, without 

doubt, aware of the fact that bells were in use 
for a variety of purposes, both sacred and 
secular, long before the birth of Christ. One 
of the oldest references to their use is to be 
found in the directions given in the Pentateuch 
for the High Priests’ apparel. When the use 
of bells was adopted by the Christian Church it 
was mainly for the twofold purpose of giving 
the call to  worship and celebrating festivals. 
Amongst other mediaeval errors they were 
imagined to  be effective in driving away not 
only evil spirits but also thunderstorms, as 
bellfounders’ inscriptions testify.

With regard to  Spain or Moslem countries, 
they may not show an example to  be generally 
followed, but Christian humility tells us to 
bear in mind that other nations may occasion­
ally have something to  teach us, and English 
people might do worse than to emulate the 
national piety of Spaniards or observe the in­
tense devotion of Moslems to religious duties 
and the profound reverence of their worship.— 
Yours sincerely,

F. LL. EDWARDS.
Truro.

KNOSSINGTON SURPRISE MAJOR
Dear Sir,—The footnote to the Peal of Knos- 

sington Surprise Major rung at Loughborough 
on June 27th states that the method is Ash­
tead with 8ths place at the lead-end.

In a series of articles written by the late 
J. A. Trollope and published in ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ in 1941, Ashtead with 8ths place at 
the lead-end is named Ewell.

I trust someone will be able to clarify this 
matter and so prevent one more knot being 
tied in the tangle of Surprise nomenclature.

C. CROSSTHWAITE.
Preston, Lancs.

LANGDON HILLS
Dear Sir,—It should be noted that on page 

65 of Mr. Dove’s book reference is made to 
the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin and All 
Saints’, Laindon Hills. This should, in fact, 
be Langdon Hills.

The error is excusable since the parish ad­
joins Laindon and is frequently referred to as 
Laindon Hills. Further, the error appears in 
the list of towers in the old Essex Association 
reports. I have not had  the pleasure of seeing 
an Essex report for many years now and so 
do not know whether they are still able to 
publish a  list of towers or whether this has 
fallen under the ‘ economy axe.’

When I learned to ring at Langdon Hills we 
only rang call changes. Attempts to establish 
change ringing did not meet with very much 
success, although a t least two of us became 
change ringers and tried to  interest the others.

I do not think the bells are rung much these 
days. I was told some time ago that the bell 
chamber was knee-deep in twigs.

The Church of St. Nicholas. Laindon, also 
appears on page 65 of Mr. Dove’s book as 
containing five bells for chiming only. These 
are chimed from a keyboard and the bells were 
hung 1 dead ’ about 22 or 23 years ago, so 
there is no hope of them being rung again. 
The church has a wooden tower, of which theie 
are several in Essex, so it is not surprising that 
when the bells were hung for ringing they were 
not considered safe.

When I lived in the district and was learning 
to ring I knew an elderly man, a local butcher, 
who had been a ringer a t St. Nicholas’ in the 
days when the bells were rung;—about 60 years 
ago now at least, I should think.

Another memory of my call change ringing 
days at Langdon Hills is of a member of the 
congregation who had formerly been a member 
of the famous peal-ringing band at Southgate 
about the turn of the century. We often tried 
to persuade him to come and join us in the 
belfry but he would not do so, although after 
the service he often walked home with me and 
would tell me whether our striking had been 
satisfactory or not. He often talked of the 
peals of Surprise he had rung at Southgate but 
said he gave up ringing because he had lost in­
terest. Alas, I cannot now remember his name, 
but I could easily take you to the house where 
he lived! Perhaps some of the old Southgate 
ringers may remember one of their number 
who moved to Laindon.—Yours truly,

P. A. CORBY.
Melton Mowbray.

OVER 100 YEARS AGO
Dear Sir,—An interesting paragraph relating 

to Dagenham, Essex, appeared in the Annual 
Register for October, 1804:—

* A singular accident happened at the new 
church, Dagenham, Essex. The Society of 
Cumberland Youths were invited to open the 
new peal of bells, which they performed in 
the morning by ringing 7,008 changes of Ox­
ford Treble Bob Royal in four hours and 
forty-nine minutes; but in the evening Mr. 
Channon, Master of the Society, wished to 
oblige the inhabitants of the village with another 
peal, when, unfortunately, his leg got entangled 
in the rope, which drew him up to the next 
loft, and falling from thence on his head he 
was killed on the spot, the upper part of the 
skull being beat in so that the brains oozed out 
through the cavities.’

Nothing is known of this gruesome report at 
Dagenham, which has never had more than 
eight bells. One wonders whether this is re­
corded in the archives of the Cumberlands, and 
if so are they to emulate their eminent brothers 
and introduce a toast to the fragrant memory? 
—Yours sincerely,

L. V. GANT.
Hornchurch.
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W H E R E  D O  S H I P S ’ B E L L S  G O ?
By ERNEST MORRIS, F.R.HisLS., F.R.G.S.

A /I ANY a ship’s bell, after an adventurous 
career, often continues to render ser­

vice long after the decease of its parent ship. 
Thus in many villages near the Scottish coast, 
and in other parts of Great Britain, we 
may find bells used to  call the good folk to  
church that formerly were in service on the 
sea ! Others may be found serving as alarm 
bells, fire bells or even factory bells. Some 
are preserved in museums as mementoes, or 
serve as memorials similar to that of the 
R.N.V.R. a t Crystal Palace, and those in the 
headquarters in London of the League of 
Remembrance.

The bell of H.M.S. ‘ Canterbury,’ which has 
been through tempest and battle (the cruiser of 
this name was present at Jutland) now rests 
in the peaceful surroundings of Canterbury 
Cathedral. An impressive service, attended 
by five thousand seafarers, was held in the 
Cathedral on June 9th, 1934, when the bell 
was presented. Admiral. Sir Percy Royds, who 
commanded the ‘ Canterbury ’ during the first 
Great War, struck six bells, and the Psalm 
beginning ‘ They that go down to  the sea in 
sh ips' was sung, and the famous anthem by 
Tennyson, ‘ Crossing the Bar,’ was chanted. 
Now every morning at 11 o’clock a serving or 
retired seafarer strikes six bells on the ‘ Can­
terbury ’ bell, thus to remind all seafarers that 
the longest voyage and the strongest gale come 
to  an  end. Also, just as the Army has its 
‘ Unknown W arrior,’ so the Navy has a per­
manent memorial to those who gave their lives.

THE ‘ EM DEN’S ’ BELL
A bell that had a chequered history is that 

of the German cruiser ‘ Emden.’ This vessel 
was launched in 1908, and during the Great 
W ar did much damage to  British and Allied 
commerce. It was while convoying Australian 
troops to  England that the Australian cruiser 
‘ Sydney ’ learned that the ‘ Emden ’ was at 
Cocos Island and drove her ashore at the 
North Keeling Island on November 9th, 1914, 
destroying her with the loss of 230 of her crew. 
Commander Muller, who was among those 
saved, and who had put up a gallant defence, 
was allowed to  retain his sword. This was the 
first actual fighting done by any ship of the 
Australian Navy, and relics from the ‘ Emden ’ 
were distributed in various cities in Australia. 
The bell, broken and battle scarred, was dis­
played in the Garden Island Navy Depot, Syd­
ney. In ,1932 it mysteriously vanished, but 
later was discovered buried in Hyde Park, 
Sydney. For safety it was then placed in the 
Museum, yet even so was stolen again on 
April 28th, 1933. Eventually a young German 
was sentenced to imprisonment on  a charge of 
stealing the bell. After such an adventurous 
career this bell was later restored to  the Ger­
man people by the Hon. Stanley Bruce, High 
Commissioner in London, who made a special 
journey to  Germany for the purpose.

The bell of the German battleship ‘ Hinden- 
burg,’ sunk a t Scapa Flow, was restored to the 
German Navy. It was carried over by the 
British cruiser ‘ Neptune ’ on August 3rd,
1936, in recognition of the graceful act in re­
storing the drums of the Gordon Highlanders.

Preserved in the Mission Inn Museum, Cali­
fornia, is the bell from the cruiser ‘ Don Juan 
de Austria ’ inscribed with that name and the 
words ‘ Crucero 1889’ and ‘ Caraca.’ The 
cruiser was one of the Spanish squadron cap­
tured in Manila Bay on May 1st, 1898, by Ad­
miral Dewey in the Spanish-American war. 
With other ships, this cruiser was burned after 
the battle, and the Philippine Islands became a 
U.S. possession.

THE LUTINE BELL 
The historic ‘ Lutine Bell ’ at Lloyd's had 

many vicissitudes. It began life as a ship bell 
of the French frigate ‘ La Lutine,’ subsequently 
captured by Admiral Duncan. In October, 
1799, the ‘ Lutine ’ was wrecked at the entrance 
to  the Zuyder Zee while carrying specie from 
England. Lloyd’s eventually obtained salvage 
rights, and in 1858 the bell was recovered. 
Since then it has been preserved at Lloyd’s, and 
is now rung to announce the arrival of a 
vessel that is overdue or presumed lost.

At the Baltic Mercantile and Shipping Ex­
change, London, is preserved a bell inscribed 
‘ Ceres 1729 ’ and a  brass tablet records: ‘ This 
bell was washed ashore a t St. Colomb. Porth, 
Cornwall, September, 1929.’ The chapel 
of St. Endock, Minver, Cornwall, purchased the 
bell of the ‘ Immacolata ’ of Barlette, after it 
had been driven on the rocks in 1875, and the 

. church a t Carbis Bay was formerly served by a 
ship's bell until able to have a proper ring of 
church bells. At Jevington, Sussex, one of the 
bells is inscribed: ‘ W. Gyles, C aptain ; John 
Wood made me 1698,’ and this is thought to 
have been a ship’s bell from a  wreck, similar 
to the one at Berwick. There are quite a num­
ber of churches in Scotland whose bell was 
formerly serving on sea. Thus at Durness, 
Lairg, Sutherland, is one inscribed: ‘ William 
1782,’ and its history says that the ship ‘ Wil­
liam ’ ran ashore on the shallow sands at Baka- 
kiel Bay below the ancicnt parish church of 
IDurness. All the men folk were away from 
home fishing, so the women helped to  remove 
the sand away from the ship which, when the 
tide arose, was able to refloat. In return for 
their services the Captain presented them with 
the ship’s bell.

Until quite recent times the ancient and ven­
erated Cathedral of Iona was served by a 
ship’s bell, while a t Stonehaven, Kincardine­
shire, the bell formerly used was that of a 
wrecked Norwegian vessel. At Durris an old 
bell inscribed ‘ Fortune ’ is used, and at Fet- 
teresso the bell used as the church bell was 
fished up from the sea in 1847.

At Sutton Bridge, Lincolnshire, where an 
armament training station of the R.A.F. is 
situated, there is a  one-time ship’s bell serving 
as the church bell, and at St. George’s Church, 
Oldham Road, Manchester, is a bell from  the 
Bremen steamer ‘ Rheim,’ dated 1868. In the 
Scilly Islands the five churches have one bell 
each, four of which appear to  have been orig­
inally ship’s bells.

A JAPANESE NATIONAL TREASURE 
One would hardly expect to find a ship’s bell 

in a  Japanese temple and registered as a 
national treasure of the country ! Yet the 
Shungo-in, one of the subsidiary temples of the 
Mioshin-ji, possesses one which is claimed to  
be the bell of Namban-ji. It is unquestionably 
of Western manufacture, for it is rung with a 
clapper inside instead of being struck from the 
outside as in the case of all Eastern bells 
whether small or large. On the waist in low- 
relief is the date 1577 and three repetitions of 
a device consisting of the sacred monogram 
‘ I.H.S.’ surmounted by a cross with the three 
sacred nails below. This bell was taken to 
Korea by the Lord of Sendai a t the time of 
Hideyoshi’s invasion of that country and used 
as a ship’s bell, being brought back again at 
the conclusion of the expedition.

The writer frequently receives from the Ad­
miralty notice of the sale of ship’s bells from 
British ships that have been famous in historic 
association, and one wonders where some of 
these will end their days. At the moment I 
have a  small one mounted in a suitable frame 
and standing on the top of my desk and some­
times used as a dinner g o n g ! The bell of the 

(Continued foot of next column)

BEVERLEY & DISTRICT SOCIETY
The monthly meeting of the Beverley and 

District Ringing Society was held at Hutton 
Cranswick on July 14th at the invitation of the 
Vicar, the Rev. 6 .  Storer. The occasion was 
the sixth anniversary of the dedication of the 
bells by the late Archbishop of York on July 
15th, .1950.

Forty-one members attended from Acomb, 
Beverley Minster and St. Mary’s, Bridlington, 
Cottingham, Driffield, Goole, Hessle, Hutton 
Cranswick, Kirkella, Patrington, Pocklington, 
Rise, Sutton-on-Hull, Scarborough and York.

The six bells were raised and rung to various 
methods from rounds to the service touch of 
Cambridge Surprise. The service was con­
ducted by the Vicar, who welcomed the Society 
in his address and was pleased to see such a 
good attendance.

Tea was provided and served by the church 
ladies in the schoolroom, and was followed by 
the business meeting, with Mr. A. E. Sellers, 
president, in the chair. After the meeting 
members returned to the church, where the 
bells were again rung until 9 p.m., when they 
were lowered in peal, bringing an enjoyable and 
memorable meeting to a close.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION
St. Mary’s, Leyton, was visited by the Nor­

thern District for their quarterly meeting- on 
July 21st. Ringing, under the direction of the 
District Master, Mr. C. A. Hughes, commenced 
at 3 p.m. and methods ranged from call 
changes to Cambridge Surprise.

A short service was conducted by the curate, 
the Rev. M. Strapps, who extended a very cor­
dial welcome to the Association. Tea and 
cakes, kindly provided by the Vicar, the Rev. 
Frank Food, were served in the Church Hall.

The business meeting followed, with the 
Master in the chair. Three vice-patrons were re­
commended, namely, the Rev. James Isher- 
wood (South Hackney), the Rev. Francis Met- 
trick (Bow, East), the Rev. Frank Food (Ley­
ton, East). Three ringers were elected mem­
bers, Messrs. J. D. and D. M. Hibbert (Herts) 
and Mr. B. W. Patmore (Walthamstow). 
Votes of thanks were duly recorded.

Further ringing was obtained a t St. M ary’s, 
Woodford, where these light and tuneful eight 
were rung until 8 p.m., when methods up to 
spliced were rung. L. W. B.

5,088 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR
By WILLIAM THORNLEY

H In Out 5th 2 3 4 5 6

x 2 6 4 2  3 5— — — 5 2 3 6 4— 2 63 54_ _ 6 5 3  24— — — 43  2 6 5— 3 6 2 4 5
X 2 3  5 6 4

Repeat twice.
First rung June 20th, 1956. a t Loughborough 

Bell Foundry, conducted by the composer.

well-known liner * Lord Gough ’ is now on the 
stage at Eastham on the Mersey, whilst that of 
the ‘ Royal Charles,’ which sank off the coast 
with £350,000, is now at Lord Boston’s castle 
in Anglesey. The bell of the original ‘ Bri­
tannic ’ (1870) is preserved by the White Star 
Line. The bell of the ‘ La Marguarita,’ the 
ship that conveyed the City of London Rifles 
to France, is now to be found at their head­
quarters in Farringdon Street, London. Thus 
we see that some of our old ship’s bells do 
finish their activities in peaceful and appropriate 
surroundings, no longer to be subjected to the 
caprices of storm and tempest.
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R I N G E R S ’
HASLEMERE, SURREY

A most enjoyable day was spent by the Has- 
lemere ringers and friends from neighbouring 
towers on July 21st, when they toured the 
Thames Valley.

Towers visited in the morning were St. 
Peter’s, Old Windsor, St. Giles’, Stoke Poges 
(where the inevitable American tourists to the 
scene of Gray’s Elegy provided an unusual and 
interested audience), and St. Peter’s, Burnham. 
It was most interesting to meet Mr. George 
Gilbert here, for he well remembers ringing 
peals with Mr. F. Bowden (the band’s tower 
captain and Ringing Master) at Haslemere be­
fore the recasting in 1927.

After a  hilarious lunch a t Maidenhead and 
several attempts to find a way out of the one­
way streets of the town, a  very pleasant hour 
was spent a t All Saints’, Boyne Hill, where the 
sway was apparently rather frightening to some 
of the younger members of the party. Unfor­
tunately there was not sufficient time for bath­
ing but an agreeable half-hour was spent watch­
ing the boats and ringing- the handbells before 
tea a t Bourne End.

During the evening All Saints’, Marlow— 
on the banks of the river—St. Mary’s, Twy- 
ford, and St. Peter’s, Caversham, were visited. 
Since the majority of the band are teenagers 
without a great deal of experience of other 
towers, all rings chosen for this tour were light 
in weight, and only simple methods were rung, 
including rounds, Grandsire, Stedman and 
Plain Bob, and the youngsters acquitted them­
selves very well.

The band was particularly struck by the 
friendly welcome received at each tower and the 
excellent ‘ go ’ of the bells. They are very 
grateful to the local ringers who met and took a 
rope with them.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT
On July 7th our party left Barnsley in the 

early morning and after a short journey ar­
rived at Carlton-juxta-Snaith, where we re­
ceived a hearty welcome from the Vicar, mem­
bers of the local band and Mr. Leslie W ood­
head. A nice light six proved somewhat lively 
for some of the visitors, but some fair ringing 
was done when we settled down. A halt was 
made a t Selby for a late breakfast at the 
Corunna Cafe, where the fare is well known 
amongst Barnsley ringers. At our next tower, 
Escrick, we were greeted by Mr. Robbins and 
Miss Wilkinson, who had kindly travelled from 
York to tell us of a re-arrangement in the ring­
ing at York. Oxford and Kent Minor were rung 
here, no M ajor being attempted as most of the 
party were from six-bell towers, but as all were 
contest ringers some good cartwheeling resulted.

After a short run to York a quick lunch was 
taken, then the ringers proceeded to the In­
stitute of Architectural Study, where Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Steel awaited the party, having 
had to  secure these bells at short notice owing 
to a misunderstanding. Mr. Frank Atkinson, 
an old friend, stood in with the ‘ tykes ’ for a 
touch of Oxford and soon recalled his close- 
lead ringing days. After some good striking on 
the old bells we hurried to the Minster, where 
only a  few moments'fringing could be had as 
tea awaited us at the C ity  Arms Hotel. •

On the return journey a call was made at 
the old church at Sherbum-in-Elmet, where we 
had some really good ringing on a fine ring of 
bells. Miss M. Hawlev and Mr. Edward Brad­
ley stood in with us and the Oxford Minor was 
close to  perfection. This was the last call of 
the outing, which was very successful, due in 
no small part to the welcome we received at 
all the towers. N . F. M.

O U T I N G S
LYME REGIS

Members of St. Michael’s Guild visited East 
Dorset on July 28th, penetrating a little way 
into Hampshire. Making an early start in 
rather unpleasant weather, Wimborne Minster 
was the first objective. Mr. L. J. Lockyer met 
the party here, and after some little refresh­
ment (coffee only ) the lovely ten in the N or­
man tower were kept going in Caters and 
Royal for an hour. Travelling on to Cranborne 
the good-going eight were soon swinging to 
various methods, including Bristol and York­
shire Major. The solidity and roominess of the 
tower here are noticeable and all the bells can 
be heard comfortably.

It is an attractive, winding run from there 
to Fordingbridge, the road skirting at first the 
watercress beds. Fordingbridge was reached a 
little after schedule. This tower was drafted 
into the programme in place of Ringwood, 
where the bells were otherwise engaged. The 
lightish eight proved easy to handle, though 
the standard of striking suffered a little owing 
to the false clappering of some of the bells. 
From  Fordingbridge the heavy stream of 
Bournemouth traffic was joined. A quiet spot, 
however, for a well-earned picnic lunch was 
found by crossing the Avon at Harbridge. Then 
on through Ringwood for the pleasant drive 
to Christchurch, making good progress until 
A35 was reached, when some patience had to 
be exercised before that ultra-busy road could 
be taken.

Mr. A. W. Davis had everything in readiness 
a t St. Peter’s, Bournemouth, where the nice- 
toned eight were fully enjoyed for an hour, Mr. 
Davis joining in some London Major. After­
wards everyone found the interval for tea very 
welcome with some spare time following for 
shopping—not a  little ‘ dodging ’ being neces­
sary on the overcrowded pavements.

From  here sunshine favoured the more in­
teresting part of the tour via the Sandbanks 
Ferry, giving clear views of the intricacies of 
Poole harbour, and through the Purbeck hills 
to Swanage—also teeming with holiday makers. 
Some good ringing was done on the fine eight 
a t St. Mary’s, Mr. A. J. C lark coming along 
to give his welcome. Fishing was unexpectedly 
included in the programme here before leaving 
-what was thought to be a small shark being 

netted by one of the party out of the shallow 
stream below the church amid the excited 
directions of the r e s t ! I t  proved to be an  un­
known species of dab, to  be carried home 
triumphantly by a small boy in his bucket. 
Kingston was the final tower of the day, the 
climb thither giving a wide view with a splendid 
impression of Corfe Castle as the ancient gate­
way to  the Dorset moorlands. A pleasant hour 
was spent on the fine heavy eight of this 
church, the interior of which is a gem of Pur­
beck marble erected regardless of cost.

With storm clouds gathering the homeward 
route was taken and, after a short supper stop 
at Wareham, Lyme Regis was reached soon 
after 10.30 p.m. Methods rung during the day 
were Grandsire, Stedman, Kent Treble Bob, 
Bristol, Cambridge, Yorkshire, London and 
Superlative Surprise and Double Norwich.

All were grateful for the enjoyable arrange­
ments made, especially to the incumbents who 
granted the use of their bells, to the drivers of 
the cars, also to the ringing friends who added 
to their welcome at each tower by having the 
bells raised beforehand. C. C. C.

WARSOP, NOTTS.—On July 22nd, 1.440 
M inor (720 each of St. Clement’s and Plain 
Bob): J. Rooke 1, Miss B. Payne 2, Miss F . 
Robinson 3, G. Challans 4, F. Flint 5, H. T. 
Rooke (cond.) 6. Rung as a/ farewell to Miss
B. Payne, who is leaving the district.

TAUNTON
Ringers from the three towers at Taunton— 

St. James’, St. Mary’s and Wilton—and friends 
from neighbouring towers had a very enjoyable 
outing in the Torquay area on June 16th.

Taunton was left a t 8 a.m. and after ringing 
at Kingsteignton (8, tenor 17 cwt.) and Brixham 
(8, tenor 15 cwt.), the ferry was taken to  Dart­
mouth from Kingswear.

After lunch the good eight at Paignton were 
rung for an  hour, and later came one of the 
best rings of the day at Upton, Torquay. At 
tea, at Callard’s Cafe, Mr. G. Coles thanked 
Mr. W. Gigg for making the arrangements for 
such an excellent outing. An hour’s ringing 
at Babbacombe, and then the attractive drive 
along the coast road to Teignmouth, the last 
tower of the day. Here Mr. Atkins joined in 
a very good touch of Double Norwich Court 
Bob Major.

Methods rung during the day were Grandsire 
and Stedman Triples, Plain Bob, Kent Treble 
Bob and Double Norwich. The journey home 
was via Dawlish and Exeter, with a stop at 
Pinhoe for refreshments. Taunton was reached 
at 11.45 p.m.

REDENHALL AND DISS
The annual outing of the Redenhall and Diss 

ringers took place on July 21st. Leaving Diss 
at 7 a.m. for a tour in Northamptonshire, the 
first call was at Higham Ferrers. Then on to 
St. Edmund’s, Northampton, andf, after an 
hour’s ringing, lunch, and during the afternoon 
the bells of St. Peter’s (8) and St. Giles’ (10) 
were rung. After tea, on the homeward journey, 
Earls Barton was visited, and the last call 
was at Wellingborough, with the heaviest eight 
of the day. Bidding farewell to Northampton­
shire a t 8.30 p.m. a call was made at St. Neots 
for supper, and Diss was reached at midnight.

Thanks to Mr. William Flatt, Ringing Master 
for South Norfolk, who again arranged such 
an enjoyable and successful outing. A. G. H.

WISTASTON, CHESHIRE
On May 12th ringers from Wistaston, Mar- 

bury and other towers combined for a pleasant 
half-day outing, which covered four six-bell 
towers in Cheshire. The towers visited were 
Chelford, Nether Alderley, Marple and Disley, 
and ringing ranged from  call changes to a 
variety of Doubles and Minor methods.

A very good tea was enjoyed a t Marple after 
a long walk up the hill to Mrs. Thwaite’s 
farm, the road being too steep and narrow for 
the bus. To round off the day’s events and 
provide some scenic attraction for the non- 
rjngers, the return journey was made via Bux­
ton and the Cat-and-Fiddle Moors.

To the incumbents who so readily granted 
permission to ring and to  the ringers who met 
us we would say ‘ thank you ’ for a  warm wel­
come and an enjoyable outing. J. D. S.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards meet­
ing the cost of producing ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ :—

Personal.—E. Weatherby 8s. 6d., A. V. 
Sheppard 10s., Lyme Regis Ringers 5s.

Peals.—Honiton 2s. 6d„ W histon 2s., Lam­
beth 4s„ Brighton 4s., Kingstone 3s., Cross 
Stone 4s., Swindon 5s.

Quarter Peals.—Upwey 2s„ Tenbv 3s„ Lan­
caster 2s. 6d„ Pendlebury 4s., Nailsea 3s„ 
Trowbridge 4s., Seal Chart 3s., Fairford 10s., 
Merrow 2s. 6d., Barrowby 2s. 6d., Canterbury 
3s., Finedon 2s„ Mangotsfield 4s„ Piddington 
2s. 6d„ Belgrave 2s. 6d.
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KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
Activities in Rochester District

Approximately 50 members and friends a t­
tended the quarterly meeting of the Rochester 
District held a t Borden on July 14th. Hinging 
commenced a t 3 p.m. and catered for all tastes 
under the guidance o f the Ringing Master, Mr. 
W. A. J. Knight. The service in church was 
conducted by the Vicar of Borden. Tea in the 
Church Hall was given by local ringers and 
their friends. It was a fine spread and in­
cluded cherries, recalling the teas at Tunstall at 
this time of the year during the time of Mr. 
W. Spice.

The Vicar was elected chairman of the busi­
ness meeting, when various Association matters 
were discussed, and two_ new members were 
elected—Mr. Lawrence Mitchell, of Newington, 
and Mr. A. Dunk as an honorary member, from 
Borden.

Votes of thanks were proposed by Mr. 
Knight to the Vicar, organist and lady helpers 
and all who had had connection with the ar­
ranging of the meeting. The Vicar and Mr. T. 
Barton, captain of the local band, replied.

Among the ringers present was a soldier 
ringer who came from Portsmouth and gave the 
meeting the best wishes of the Portsmouth Dio­
cesan Guild, who were also holding a meeting 
that day. After some handbell ringing a re­
turn  was made to the belfry and ringing con­
tinued until 8 o ’clock.

COMBINED PRACTICE AT 
SITTINGBOURNE

A combined practice of the Rochester Dis­
trict was held at Sittingbourne on July 16th. 
Quite a good number attended despite the wet 
weather. Ringing under the guidance of Mr. 
Stan Dobbie consisted of rounds and the 
usual standard methods up to  Cambridge and 
Superlative. At the end of the practice a  course 
o f Grandsire Caters ‘ in hand ’ was rung to 
finish off the evening.

This had been quite a  ringing week-end in 
the Sittingbourne area, as oh the previous 
Sunday afternoon a peal o f Stedman was rung 
a t Tunstall, and included in the band was an 
old friend, Mr. George Spice, who had not at­
tempted a peal for a number of years owing to 
his continued ill-health, and it was a pleasure 
to see him ringing so well.

MAIDSTONE GRAMMAR 
SCHOOLS’ SOCIETY

The Maidstone Grammar Schools’ Society 
met at Boughton Monchelsea on July 21st. 
Fortunately the weather was favourable in spite 
of a dull morning, and 20 ringers were present.

The Vicar conducted the short service and, 
instead of a sermon, we were told of the his­
tory of the church, with a  conducted tour, 
which proved extremely interesting. The 
church, which dates back to  the Norman 
period, is built on the site o f a  Roman temple. 
There ts a glorious view across the Weald from 
the well-kept churchyard.

An abundant tea o f sandwiches and home­
made cakes was enjoyed in Boughton Mon­
chelsea Place, at a very low cost considering the 
amount of food that was consumed and 
enjoyed.

The business meeting was held in the vestry 
and two new members were elected. After the 
meeting, ringing continued until 8 p.m. Method 
ringing included Grandsire Doubles and Plain 
Bob Minor and Doubles. It is hoped that the 
next meeting will be at Wateringbury on Sep­
tember 15th.

ORIGINALITY OF PEAL 
COMPOSITIONS

Mr. Norman Chaddock writes:—
The recent correspondence on the above 

subject prompts me to  forward the following 
ode, which prefaces an old notebook formerly 
the property of the late M r. Arthur Knights, 
of Chesterfield, the famous composer. The 
book contains a collection of 300 peal com­
positions of Treble Bob M ajor * perpetrated by 
ye Council of ye Wise Ones,’ and was given to  
Arthur Knights by Joe E. Sykes ‘ in memory 
of manv peals well rung.’ The only date in 
the book is the bookseller’s (1921) and no 
indication is given of the author of the fol­
lowing poem :—

THF. WAY OF SPIRIT IN  COMPOSING— 
‘ PEPPERY’S V A R IA TIO N ’

One day through the primeval wood,
Holt’s calf walked home as good calves should, 
And left a trail all bent askew,
A crooked trail as all calves do.
Since then, some hundred years have fled, 
And I infer. H olt’s calf is dead.
He left behind Holt’s single.

The trail was taken up next day,
For Lates’ sheep dog passed that way,
And good Brook’s bell-wether sheep,
Followed Holt’s trail o’er vale and steep, 
And drew the flock behind him too,
As E. B. James is sure to do,
When he dispenses ‘ H ot Tom.’

So from that day when peals were made, 
Through Holt’s old woods a path was made, 
And many men wound in and out,
And bobbed and changed and dodged about; 
But still they followed—do not laugh.
The early pattern of Holt’s calf,
W ho’d ever heard of Q sets.

Holt’s forest path became a  lane,
Which Vicars and Taylor used again;
Their crooked lane became a road,
Which Snowdon made a village street;
And this, bef6re men were aware,
The ‘ Ringing City’s ’ thoroughfare 
Of countless compositions.

And soon the central street was this,
Of Thurston’s four-part Metropolis.
Composers through an age and half 
Trod in the footsteps of H olt’s calf;
They followed still its crooked way.
Left variations by the way.
Trying to  improve Holt’s pattern.

A moral lesson this might teach,
Were 1 ordained and called to preach,
For men are prone to go it blind.
Composing just what’s on their mind.
They tail away from  sun to sun,
Repeating as their course they run,
Work that other men have done.
And how the wise old woods must smile, 
Who saw good H olt’s primeval calf.
Walk home through the woods awhile.
The first, the pure Original.

Postscript:—
Of changes there are not a  few.
Of compositions many.
Mark it well, the reason is,
Enthusiastic, eager men
Who love through every scene to range,
Their own examples to produce,
Have taught us bells to change.
First this, then that, then t’other leads.
The fourth next shows the way,
Then him the fifth succeeds,
And all come into play.

O B I T U A R Y
MR. ALBERT EDWARDS

Mr. Albert Edwards will be remembered as 
a  member of the St. M ary’s Church band of 
ringers, Swansea, and later at Sketty Church, 
Swansea. He was not a  great peal ringer, but 
was a loyal member to the band of ringers to 
the church he belonged. His attendance chart 
always showed 100 per cent, attendance, and 
‘ Good old Albert ’ was always on everyone’s 
tongue.

He learned to ring at Pontypridd under the 
tuition of the late Mr. Charles Perry, and 
later the family moved to  Swansea, where he 
became a member of the St. Mary’s band.

After a  very short illness he died on July 
24th. The service, which was held at St. Paul’s 
Church, Sketty, was conducted by the Vicar, 
the Rev. H. C. Williams, and the bells were 
rung half-muffled for the occasion by Fred 
Thorne, John Edney, J. Arthur Hoare, Miss Pat 
Whitworth, Mary Kean and Mary Dean.

‘ A lbert' will be missed by many, but not 
more so than by the bellnngers o f Sketty 
Church. J. A. H.

MR. E. ALEXANDER YOUNG
An obituary report of the great services ren­

dered to ringing by Mr. E. Alexander Young, 
who died on July 23rd, will be given in our next 
issue.

Will those ringers who desire to write an ap­
preciation of this courtly gentleman, who was 
secretary of the Central Council from 1921 to 
1931, kindly forward the same as soon as pos­
sible.

QUARTER PEALS
CRANFORD, NORTHANTS.—On July 25th,

1,440 Cambridge Surprise M inor: D. W. James 
1, A. J. Frost 2, F. E. Croisier 3, P. G. K. 
Davies 4, G. E. Watson 5, B. Hendry (cond.) 6. 
First of Cambridge by 1. 2. 3, 4 and 6. All 
ringers are students at the Kettering Grammar 
School with the exception of G. E. Watson, who 
is an Old Boy of the school. Rung for the 
festival of St. James.

EAST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX.—On July 
18th, 1,260 Plain Bob M inor: H. J. Wilde 1, 
Evelyn Adams (first ‘ inside ’) 2, Elsie Feltwell
3, G. Tizzard 4, F . Hicks 5, I. Butcher (cond.) 6. 
A 17th wedding anniversary compliment to  the 
conductor and Mrs. Butcher.

KENTISBURY, DEVON.—On July 27th,
1.260 Plain Bob M inor: Miss B. M. Boyle 1, 
Margaret Ladd (first of Minor) 2, E. Ladd 3, 
J. Brownlow 4, L. Walters 5, D. K. Walters 
(first of Minor as cond.) 6.

LAMBETH, S.E.—A t St. Mary’s Church, on 
July 1st, 1,260 Stedman Triples: Miss D. A. 
Deverell 1, T. H. Taffender 2, F . P. Mead 3, 
L. Battley 4, N . G. Hollingworth (cond.) 5,
F . R. L. Blewer 6, C. W. Ottley 7, W. D. 
Grainger 8.

NORTHLEACH, GLOS.—On July 15th,
1.260 Stedman Triples: Mrs. W. A. Godwin 1,
E. Newton 2, W. Wright 3, L. Sly 4, W. Clay­
ton 5, H. Barrett 6 , W. A. Godwin (cond.) 7,
H. Edwards 8. Rung half-muffled in memory 
of Charles Westmacntt, a member o f the local 
band.

PRESTON, SUFFOLK.—On July 18th, 1,440 
Minor (720 Kent, 720 Plain Bob): C. Poulson
I, W. Shorter 2, R . Chambers 3, D. Alderton 
4j M. Symonds 5, H. Hollox (cond.) 6. Rung 
half-muffled as a mark of respect to the Rev.
H. Marley, Rector of Preston, who was interred 
that day.

SAPCOTE, LEICS.—On July 17th, 1,260 
Plain Bob Minor (every call a single): J. Pem­
berton (first quarter, aged 11) 1, Rita Stratford
2, Mrs. M. E. Brown 3, Christine Stratford 4, 
M. E. Brown (cond.) 5, M. Vernon 6. Rung 
as a 90th birthday compliment to Mrs. Dorcas 
Wood, of Newark, a native of this parish.
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N O T I C E S
New Scale of Charges from 

July 6th, 1956
Meetings: 3/6 (minimum) for 30 north, after­

wards ljd . a word. Each additional insertion 
half charge.

Other Notices: 4/- (minimum) for 36 words, 
afterwards lid . a word.

Displayed: 6/6 per single column inch.
Latest Date: Monday first post.

H A N D BELLS FO R SA LE
SEVENTEEN handbells; W arner’s casting 

80 years a g o ; Handells clappers one year. New 
condition. £45 or near offer.—D. Brett Smith, 
76, White House Hill, Chislehurst, Kent. 8722

PU BLIC A T IO N
AN IDEAL GIFT 

TOWERS AND BELLS OF BRITAIN.’— 
This beautifully produced book will soon be out 
of print. Obtain your copy now, before too 
late. Direct from the author: Ernest Morris,
F.R.Hist.S., F.R.G.S., M.R.S.L., Verger’s 
Lodge, St. M argaret’s Vicarage, Leicester. Price 
21s. net. 7100

M ISC ELLA N EO U S
ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX.—Sunday and 

practice ringing cancelled during August. Re­
commencing Sunday, Sept. 2nd, 5.45, and 
practices Friday, Sept. 7th, 8 p.m. Regularly 
weekly thereafter. All ringers invited and 
welcomed. Rogers, 14, The Grove, Isleworth. 
HOU 3921. 8691

There will be no practice at St. Ann’s, 
Stamford Hill, on Tuesday, August 14th. N or­
mal practice will be resumed on August 21st.

8725
BRADFORD CATHEDRAL (Yorkshire As­

sociation). — The next practice will be held 
Tuesday, Sept. 4th, 1956. 8744

GUILD AND DISTRICT SECRETARIES 
are advised to save time and poundage by 
opening a credit account for their notices with 
Mr. J. E. Jeater (‘ Ringing World ’ accountant), 
Greystones, Cusgame, Truro, Cornwall.

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a  set of 12, post fre6 
(minimum change). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write separate copy in same style as peals.

COMPLETE YOUR FILES.—Back numbers 
of ' The Ringing World ’ are available at the 
‘ R.W.’ Office, price 6d. per copy, post free.

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
order at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

M EET IN G S
EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD and SUSSEX 

COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Joint meeting, 
East Grinstead, Aug. 11th. Names for tea to
I. Butcher, East Bungalow, Paddockhurst, 
Crawley.—C. Bassett, I. Butcher, Hon. Secs.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Farn­
ham District.—District meeting at Pirbright (6) 
on Saturday, Aug. 11th, from 2.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.—C. J. Beadle, Hon. Dis. 
Sec. 8717

H E R T S  COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Western District.—Northchurch (8), Aug. 11th,
3 p.m. Names for tea to  Mr. Ashby, 38, High 
Street, Northchurch. 8721

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Eastern District.—Saturday, Aug. 11th, 3 p.m., 
Standon. Names for tea to Mr. J. Little, New 
Street. Standon.—T. J. Southam. Dis. Sec. 8720 

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION.—Meeting at 
Southgate on Saturday, Aug. 11th, 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and business.—T. J. 
Lock. 8689

SUFFOLK GUILD. — A general meeting at 
Wingfield (6), Saturday, Aug. 11th. Bells 2.30 
p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Business: Elec­
tion of a new District Secretary.—J. W. Blythe, 
Gen. Sec., 29, Holton Road, Halesworth. 8712 

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—N or­
thern Division. — Joint meeting with EAST 
GRINSTEAD GUILD, East Grinstead (8), 
Saturday, Aug. 11th. Bells 3.30. Tea 5 p.m.

8709
WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 

GUILD.—Isle of Wight District.—Quarterly 
meeting, Chale, Aug. 11th. Bells from 2.30. 
Service 4.30. Tea available.—Mrs. A. M. Guy, 
Hon. Dis. Sec. 8739

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Chew Deanery.—Meeting, Long Ashton, Aug. 
18th, 5 o ’clock.—Percy G. Yeo, Long Ashton.

8740
BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Luton 

District.-—A meeting will be held at Totternhoe 
on Aug. 18th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Tea 5. Short 
service 6. Names for tea, by 16th, to Mr. 
Scott, Old Farm Inn, Totternhoe, Beds.—Ken­
neth G. Spavins, Dis. Sec. 8730 

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Crewe 
Branch.—Marbury, not Wrenbury, Aug. 18th. 
Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 5 p m . Names for tea 
must be received not later than Aug. 15th.-—W. 
Kerr, 102, Moreton Road, Crewe. 8735 

EAST DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTING­
HAMSHIRE ASSOCIATION—Monthly meet­
ing, Saturday, Aug. 18th, Blackwell (near Al- 
freton). Bells ready 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names, 
Mr. Smithson, 29, Littlemoor Lane, Newton, 
Derbyshire.—B. A. Sollis, Hon. Sec. 8728 

ELY ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech B r a n c h -  
Meeting, Shouldham, Saturday, Aug. 18th. 
Bells (6) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5.—J. Fox, 
Djs. Sec. 8742 

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — Hunts 
’ District.—Meeting at Great Gransden (6) on 

Saturday, Aug. 18th. Bells at 3 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea 5 o’clock.—H. S. Peacock, Dis. 
Sec. , 8743

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD — 
Meeting, Aug. 18th, High Halden (6), 2.30 p.m. 
Names for tea, by Aug. 16th, to  John F. Bur­
den, 23, Chennells, High Halden. 8726 

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
St. Albans District.—Kimpton bells (6), Satur­
day, Aug. 18th, 3 p.m. Service and tea. Names 
for tea to  Mr. J. G. Cull, 5, The Green, Kimp­
ton, Hitchin, Herts. No name, no tea.—S. 
Huckle, Dis. Sec. 8733 

LADIES’ GUILD. — Kent Branch. —  Meet­
ing a t Walmer on Saturday, Aug. 18th, at 3 
p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. Names for tea, 
with cash, by Wednesday, August 15th, please, 
to Mr. F. A. Rye, 74, Downs Road, Walmer, 
Deal, Kent. All ladies welcome; gentlemen 
cordially invited.—Jill Waters. 8707 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Rossendaie 
Branch.—Meeting will be held at Haslingden on 
Saturday, Aug. 18th. Tower open for ringing 
a t 3. Own tea at 5. Members and non-mem­
bers are cordially invited.—J. Porter, Branch 
Sec. 8738 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Preston 
Branch.—Meeting at St. Mary’s, Brown Edge, 
Bamber Bridge, Saturday, Aug. 18th (not 11th). 
Bring own food. A6 road, Withy Trees bus 
stop.—L. Walmsley. 8737 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Furness 
and Lake District. — Branch practice meeting, 
Kendal, Aug. 18th. Bells (10) 2.30 p.m. Tea
4.30 p.m. Names to N . Nightingale, 6, Kirk- 
barrow, Kendal.—N. M. Newby, Branch Sec.

8746
LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Lough­

borough District.—Meeting, Swepstone (6), Aug. 
18th. Beils 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m. Names, by Aug. 15th, to Mr. H. Carter, 
Dishley Farm, Measham. 8729

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
Meeting at St. M ary’s, Ealing, on Saturday, 
Aug. 18th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at 
nearby cafe, business and further ringing until
8.30.—Frederick A. Finch. 8741

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Sonning
Deanery Branch.—Combined practice at Sand­
hurst on Aug. 18th at 6 p.m.—B. C. Castle.

SOCIETY FO R  THE ARCHDEACONRY 
OF STAFFORD. — Summer meeting, King’s 
Bromley, Aug 18th. Bells (6) 2.30. Service
4.30. Tea 5 o’clock. Names for tea not later 
than Wednesday, Aug. 15th.—Fred Bennett, 
Pool House Road, Wombourn. 8698

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Southern Division.—Practice meeting, Mares- 
field (8), Saturday, Aug. 18th. Bells 2.30 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m., only for those who notify, by Aug. 
15th, Mr. R. Bennett, The Limes, Maresfield, 
Sussex.—K. C. Knight, Hon. Div. Sec. 8731

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Northern 
District.—Meeting, Kirkby Moorside (6), Aug. 
18th. Bells from 3. Names for tea, by Aug. 
16th, to Alan Rutter, River View, Keldholme, 
Kirkby Moorside. — Edward Hudson, Hon. 
Sec.__________ 8713

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Ashford 
District.—Meeting a t Burmarsh (6) on Aug. 
25th. Bells 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. Names 
for tea, by Aug. 21st, to Mrs. R. Wratten, 
Marshlands Farm , West Hythe, Hythe, Kent. 
Please make effort to attend this meeting.— 
W. P. G 8719

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— 
Western Branch. — Third quarterly meeting, 
Saturday, Aug. 25th, a t Wells. Bells (8) avail­
able 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5, followed by 
the business meeting. 8745

—PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —
The Summer Festival will be held at Oundle 

on Saturday, Sept. 1st. Service arranged for
3.30 p.m., and tea to follow in the Drill Hall, 
Benefield Road, at 5 p.m. Names must be 
sent, by Aug. 25th, to Mrs. P. E. Clarke, 7, 
.Bassett Place, South Road, Oundle, Peter­
borough. Towers open from 12 n o o n : Ald- 
wincle, Wadenhoe, Stoke Doyle, Benefield, Cot- 
testock, Warmington, Polebrook and Oundle. 
All, together with Thrapston, open after tea.—
G. W. Jeffs.___________ _________________ 8732

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHANGE RINGERS.—The half-yearly ringing 
meeting and committee meeting will be' held 
at Liverpool on Sept. 8th. Bells available: 
Our Lady and St. Nicholas’ (12) 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. and 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., and Emmanuel (8)
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Committee meeting to com­
mence at 3 p.m. in the Library of Our Lady 
and St. Nicholas’. Tea in Refectory after meet­
ing. Names for tea, before Wednesday, Sept. 
5th, to Miss G. 1. Howlett, 10, Green Lane, 
Seaforth, Liverpool, 21. 8734

STEDMAN COMMEMORATION DIN­
NER.—The Ely Association will hold a dinner, 
to commemorate the 325th anniversary of 
Stedman’s birth, a t 7 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
29th, at the Brunswick School Hall, Cam­
bridge. Ringing during the afternoon; times 
to be announced later. Tickets by remitting 
11s. 6d. to  H. S. Peacock, 8, Roscrea Terrace, 
St. John’s Street, Huntingdon. 8699

LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Annual 
dinner and social will be held at Bull’s Head, 
Shelthorpe Estate, Loughborough, on Oct. 27th 
at 6.30 in honour of the new president (Mr. P. 
L. Taylor) Visitors especially welcome. 
General ringing in afternoon. Visitors wishing 
to ring peals, Saturday morning, please notify 
requirements. Tickets (price 10s. 6d.) from B.
G. Warwick, Gen. Hon. Sec., 12. Dorothy 
Avenue, Glen Hills, Leicester. (Tel. Wigston 
3244.) 8727
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5,472, 5,024 or 5,008 SPLICED 
PLAIN BOB & ORIGINAL

By ALBERT W. STONE 
23  4 5 6  W B M H

4 2 6 3 5 — — (3)
5 6 3 4 2  — — x
3 5 2 6 4  x 
4 2 3 5 6  — x
5 4 3 2 6 — — x
2 5 3 4 6 —

Five times repeated. Single H half-way and 
end. Shortened to 5,024 by omitting (3) H in 
any two parts, further shortened to 5,008 by 
omitting B and x Home in 1 part, i.e., calling 
7th course W.

The original bobs are called a t the treble lead 
and are marked x.

First, rung at Pendlebury on May 26th, con­
ducted by the composer.

5,056 BRISTOL SURPRISE
By N . GOLDEN

M B W H 2 3 4 5  6

2
— 4 2  3 5 6 

2 5 3 4 6
— . 2 4 2  5 63
— 1 2 2 4 3  65

1 -— 2 6 3 4 2  5
1 1 2 4 5 2 3 6
1 1 2 2 6 3 5 4

2 2 5 3 62  4 
3 2 54  6

Contains 4-5-6 extent in 6ths, 6th extent 
wrong and all the 86s. ,

Rung a t Debenham, May 19th, 1956.
.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLR0PES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching 

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JO H N  
PRITCH A RD

(RO PES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLO CK AN D  C H IM IN G  RO PES 

SP L IC IN G  AND  R EP A IR S  
B EL L  M U FFLER S

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Fifth Edition 

FO R A L L  LEA R N ER S
G R A N D SIR E , STED M AN , 
P LA IN  BOB AND K EN T

4 to 8 bells 4/6 4 to 6 bells 3/-
Plus 2d. towards increased postage

Obtainable O N LY  from Mrs. E. S. Powell, 
Poles hill Cottage, Langford Budville, 

Wellington, Somerset

PUBLICATIONS
B Y  T H E  C EN T R A L CO UN C IL

s. d.
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc.............................2 •
ON CONDUCTING ...................1 •
COLLECTION OF P L A I N  

MAJOR METHODS . .  . . 3  6 
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI­

TIONS (MAJOR) ...................3 9
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES

METHODS ........................... 2 •
FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR

METHODS ...........................  6
CHANGE RIN G IN G  ON HAND­

BELLS ................................... 2 6
METHODS SHEETS—

Cambridge Surprise Major . .  6
Double Norwich ................... 6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise Major . . . .  6 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE 

WITH S P A B 8
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (New Edition) 1 2 
METHODS COM M ITTEE’S RE­

PORT ON EXTENSION . . 1 0  
Post free.

M RS. J .  G . ST EEPLES ,
Hall View, Launton, Bicester 

Oxon.______________________

FOR PRO M PT  D EL IV ER Y  OF H IG H  Q U A L IT Y

BELL ROPES
As supplied to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial 
Institute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.
Apply to

JOHN NICOLL
Established 1760

CHURCH BELL ROPE MANUFACTURER 
64, LEWISHAM PARK :: LONDON, S.E.13

LA T E  O F BERM O N D SEY  AND PEC K H A M

W ILLIAM  POTTS & SONS, LTD. BANKFIEkSbS ^ 3 CE’ LEEDS> 4
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, ~  
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1 o  — ^  

____________________________________ _________________________________________________________ - -  n  „

M ated for the Proprietor! by the Woodbridge PreM. Ltd., Guildford, ta d  Published by the Rolli Houle Publishing Co., Ltd.. Breams Buildings, London. E.C.4.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

N EW  P R IC ES  on account of 
increased postage

• RO PESIG H T ,’ 12th edition; 150 pages;
1955 reprint 3/8

• G R A N D SIR E ,’ by J. A . Trollope; 130
pages; 3/6 

‘ STED M A N  ’ by J .  A. Trollope. Out 
of print.

‘ STAND ARD  M ETHO DS,’ 12th edi­
tion. Letterpress 3/2. Diagrams 2/S 

• SU R PR ISE  M ETH O DS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies, 126 pages; 3l-f

A ll post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, C A RTM EL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.
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