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SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR — WHITHER 
ADVANCEMENT ?

By LESLIE W. G. MORRIS
I N this modern age one is sometimes tempted to ask, 

Has the intrinsic value of Spliced Surprise Major ring
ing changed? If so, what change or changes could 

truly be said to represent progressive advancement?
Perhaps the best approach to the subject is to briefly 

review its history and development. Early in June, 1927, 
the late Rev. H. Law James published a Spliced Surprise 
Major composition on the now familiar three-lead course 
plan, incorporating for the first time the four standard 
methods, viz., London, Bristol, Superlative and Cam
bridge. At the time this was naturally regarded as 
unique, and the following editorial footnote by the late 
J. S. Goldsmith appeared: ‘This ingenious production 
will be studied with interest by Surprise ringers; that a 
true peal containing these four methods is possible will 
come as a revelation to many.’ After peals had been 
successfully rung by the Ancient Society of College 
Youths, the Middlesex County Association and others, a 
feeling gradually began to develop that all was not well 
with this latest contribution to the art—an understandable 
feeling that something was lacking, in that the tenors only 
rang the first and last leads of the course of London, the 
middle lead of either Cambridge or Superlative, and the 
middle and wrong leads of the course of Bristol—a mere 
six out of the twenty-eight leads contained in the four 
methods, or less than the number contained in the plain 
course of one single method. As time passed on, naturally 
improvements were made, and subsequently more and 
more methods were added by other composers. There 
was, however, very little departure from the original plan 
until two eminent composers—Mr. A. J. Pitman and Mr. 
H. G. Cashmore—produced compositions in the same four 
methods wherein ALL the bells did ALL the work of each 
method; in other words, ALL the bells rang the full com
plement of the twenty-eight leads contained therein.

These productions were rightly acclaimed as a tremendous 
advance in the sphere of Spliced Surprise Major composi
tion, and since that time Mr. Pitman has produced com
positions with identical qualities in five and six methods, 
adding Pudsey to the standard four in the first instance, 
and Pudsey and Watford in the latter. These masterpieces 
are quite rightly regarded as the cream of Spliced Surprise 
Major compositions, not only from a structural point of

view but equally because, in order to ring them, it is abso
lutely necessary for ALL the ‘ inside ’ ringers taking part 
to possess complete mastery over each of the methods 
employed—a condition not hitherto demanded.

An examination of the Law James plan at once reveals 
that the same exacting mastery over all the methods used 
is by no means as necessary by the band as a whole and, 
as already pointed out, in particular by the ringers of 7-8; 
and, in the case of a conventional three-part peal, by the 
ringers of 2-3 as well; especially if the composition to be 
used is previously studied. In some quarters the view is held 
—and the writer identifies himself with it—that ringing a 
peal in the four standard methods on this plan does not 
exact the same measure of concentration demanded to 
ring an ordinary peal of London Surprise Major itself, 
given that the elementary principles of spliced ringing have 
been mastered.

The one advantage of the plan, however is that it per
mits of the inclusion of many more methods or, more 
precisely, odd leads of them, and the process may 
eventually reach a point when the product could be more 
correctly described as a composite course than a composi
tion; in other words, a medley of odd leads joined together 
from numerous methods. Be that as it may, but from the 
point of view of performance the acid test must be, ‘ Could 
the band or bands ringing these multi-method peals claim 
as a WHOLE to have the same complete mastery over 
ALL the methods employed as they would need to have 
in order to ring Messrs. Cashmore’s or Pitman’s composi
tions described above?’ This is extremely doubtful and, 
in any case, unnecessary.

Now, the purport of this short article is not so much to 
extol the virtues of the one plan at the expense of con
demning the blemishes of the other, but rather an attempt 
to set the field of Spliced Surprise Major ringing in its 
correct perspective, so that the material facts emerging 
may be analysed with a view to answering the opening 
questions. The need for both plans must, of course, be 
recognised, but there can, I think, be very little doubt 
regarding the respective claim to merit in terms of positive 
advancement.

The foregoing will, I feel sure, permit of as many or 
more reasoned opinions as the Law James plan will permit 
of methods and, having had the first * stir at the pudding,’ 
I now propose to hand over the spoon to any interested 
takers, in the hope that by Christmas we may have the 
best * stirred pudding ’ yet.
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TWELVE BELL PEAL
LEICESTER.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
O n M on., Oct. 25, 1954, in 3 H ours and  37 M inutes,

A t thB C athedral C hurch o f  St . M artin,
A PEAL OF 5280 GOSCOTE SURPRISE MAXIMUS 

Tenor 25 cwt.
•S amuel M artin . .Treble J ohn A . A cres . . . 7
•G eorge S. M orris . .  2 •J . F rederick M ilner . 8
Brian M artin . .  3 S. A nthony J esson . 9
H arold J . Poole . . . .  4 •E . A lan J acques . 10

• P eter J . Staniforth . .  5 T erence A . T hornber . . 11
Shirley Burton '  . . . .  6 W illiam  J . R oot . . . Tenor

Conducted by Peter J. Staniforth.
* First peal in the method.
Rung as a compliment- to Donald A. Theedom (Cathedral band) and 

Miss Pauline Brookes on their engagement.

TEN BELL PEALS
WIMBORNE, DORSET.

THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Oct. 23, 1954, in  3 H ours and  27 M inutes, 

A t the M inster C hurch of St . C uthburga,
A PEAL OF 5021 GRANDSIRE CATERS 

Tenor 29 cwt. 2 qr. 20 lb. in D.
K athleen E. F letcher ..T reb le  
M ichael J . E . Best  . .  . .  2 
M r s . F . J. M arshallsay. .  3 
D aniel T. M atkin . .  . .  4 
H erbert H . A brahams . .  5

D avid  H oare 
Lo uis J. Lockyer . .  
D avid  R . R eed 
F rank L . H arris 
R onald N . M arlow

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
Composed by M. J. M orris (No. 34). Conducted by D aniel T. M atkin.

BEDDINGTON, SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  3 H ours and  8 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . M ary-th e-V irgin ,

A PEAL OF 5067 STEDMAN CATERS 
Tenor 18 cwt. 1 qr. 26 lb. in E flat.

D onald G . Clift  
•K athleen E . W eller 
G illian R. P arsons 
J ohn H ill  . .  . .  
J oyce A. E ngland

F rank E. D arby 
tS tewart F . W . K imber 
M ichael V. C hilcott 
D avid E. P arsons 
J ohn E. C hilcott . .

6
7
8 
9

Tenor

..T reb le  
2
3
4
5

Composed and Conducted by F rank E. D arby.
* First peal of Stedman Caters, f  First peal of Stedman.
Rung to honour the engagement of John Hill and Marjorie Hunter, 

both Sunday service ringers at Ewell, Surrey.

MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.

O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  3 H ours and  24 M inutes,
A t  C hrist  C hurch,

A  PEAL OF 5040 LONDON SURPRISE ROYAL
No. 3 Version.
•A lan J .  Brown . .  . .T reb le

Basil J ones ....................  2
F red D unkerley . .  . .  3
Jo h n  E. B ib b y ....................  4

• J ames F earnley . .  . .  5 
Composed by C. K enneth Le w is . 

* First peal in the method.

Tenor 23 cwt. 2 qr. 23 lb. 
C. K enneth  Lew is  . .  . .  6
J ohn W orth ....................  7
Peter  L aflin ....................  8
A lan A . P otts . .  . .  9 
J o seph  W . W hittaker . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J ohn W orth.

SOLIHULL. W ARW ICKSHIRE.
THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.

O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in 3 H ours and  14 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . A lphege,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL 
Tenor 21 cwt.

•P ercy Stone ....................Treble
A lbert W alker . .  . .  2 
D orothy E. Beam ish . .  3 
F rank W . Perrens . .  4 
E dgar C. Shepherd  . .  5

F rank E. P ervin  . .  . .  6 
L. M ichael C allow . .  7 
Arthur H. Beam ish  . .  8 
D avid A . C arpenter . .  9 
J ohn P infold  ....................Tenor

Composed by R ev . H. L aw J ames. Conducted by F rank W. P errens. 
•  F irst peal o f Royal.

WORSLEY, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  3 H ours and  22 M inutes, 
A t the C hurch of St . M ark,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 
Tenor 34 cwt. 9 lb.

•F red P ritchard . .  ..T reb le  
• J ean C ordwell . .  . .  2 

A rthur T omlinson . .  3 
•G ordon W hew ell  . .  4 
Brian A . T omlinson . .  5 

Composed by H. J. T ucker.
* First peal of Plain Bob Royal.
Rung as a 21st birthday compliment to  the conductor.

•A lbert W . Stone . .  . .  6 
L eslie  BoumpHrey . .  7 
R obin G. T urner . .  . .  8 
R oger L eigh  . .  . .  9 

•A lan W ard ....................Tenor
Conducted by A lan W ard.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
BIRMINGHAM.

ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 
On Thurs., Oct. 14, 1954, in 2 H ours and  37 M inutes,

At the C athedral C hurch of St. P h il ip ,
A PEAL OF 5056 MOORSIDE SURPRISE MAJOR

Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lb. in A.
E v e ly n  M. F le tc h e r  ..T reb le  \ A r th u r  V. P earso n
M uriel R eay ....................  2
R odney B. M eadows . .  3 
J effrey B. W ebb . .  . .  4 
Composed by A. K n ig h ts .

The first peal in the method.

5
J ohn P infold  .................... 6
P eter Border .................... 7
G eorge E. F earn . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by Peter Border.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Oct. 15, 1954, in 2 H ours and  29 M inutes.
At the Bell F oundry C ampanile,

A PEAL OF 5184 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6J cwt.

H arold J . Poole . .  ..T reb le  Ernest R awson . .  5
M rs. H . J . Poole . .  . .  2 J ohn A. A cres . .  . .  6 
Ralph Elkington . .  . .  3 , Ernest J. J elley . .  . .  7 
M rs. P. A. Corby . .  4 Ph ilip  A . C orby . .  Tenor
Composed by A. K nights (N o . 144). Conducted by P hilip  A . Corby.

HOOK NORTON, OXFORDSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Oct. 16, 1954, in 3 H ours and  18 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . P eter,

A PEAL OF 5184 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb. in E.

K ilby R. H oltom . .  ..T reb le
W inifred  M. Burton . .  2
W illiam  J. C hester . .  3
Brian G. W arwick . .  4

Clifford  A. Barron . .  5
Arthur P ritchard . .  . .  6
R odney B. M eadows . .  7
R alph G. E dwards . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by Sir A- P. H eywood. Conducted by Brian G . W arwick.

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFORDSHIRE.
ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Sat., Oct. 16, 1954. in 2 H ours and  57 M inutes,
At  the Church of St* P eter-ad-V incula,

A PEAL OF 5024 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. 18 lb. in E  flat.

Bryan D. A. W oolley ..T reb le  j F rederick E. W ilshaw  . .  5 
Arthur V . P earson . .  2 ! J effrey B. W ebb . .  . .  6
M uriel Reay ....................  3 I ■ F rederick E . C ollins . .  7
J. Edward C awser . . . .  4 i G eorge E . F earn . .  . .  Tenor  
Composed by C . J. Sedgley Conducted by Arthur V . Pearson.

BIRMINGHAM.
ST. M ARTIN’S GU ILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

O n M on., Oct. 18, 1954. in 2 H ours and  45 M inutes.
At B ishop Ryder’s C hurch .

A PEAL OF 5152 TYSELEY SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 12 cwt. 3 qr. 24 lb. in F sharp.

M u r ie l  R eay  ....................Treble \ P e te r  B o rd e r  - • • ■ • • 5
E velyn M . F letcher 2 T erry R . H ampton . .  6
J effrey B. W ebb . . . .  3 G eorge E . F earn . .  7
Arthur V . P earson . .  4 Rodney B. M eadows . .  Tenor 
Composed by C. M iddleton . Conducted by R odney B. M eadows. 

The first peal in the method.
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AUDLEY, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Thurs., Oct. 21, 1954, in 3 H ours,
A t the C hurch of St . J ames-the-G reat,

A PEAL OF 5088 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 15 cwt. 18 lb. in F sharp.

F r edk . W m . G rocott. ..T reb le  I Ivor R. N icholls . .  . .  5
•C harles S. R yles . .  2 E wart H. E d g e ...................  6
*fShelagh R. C ollins . .  3 C harles H . P age . .  . .  7

G . Arnold M oore 4 ! F redk . E. W ilshaw  . .  Tenor
Composed and Conducted by F redk . W m . G rocott.

* First peal of Superlative ‘ inside.’ f  First peal of Surprise Major
4 inside.’ First peal of Superlative on the bells. Mr. F. E. Wilshaw 
has now ‘ circled the tower.’

DRIGHLINGTON, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat.. Oct. 23, 1954, in 3 H ours and  4 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Paul,

A PEAL OF 5088 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Tenor 15 cwt. 2 qr.

F rank L infoot . .  . .  Treble W . G eorge T urner . .  . .  5
J ohn P earson ................... 2 G eoffrey C rossley . .  6
C yril F. Sutcliffe  . .  3 A lbert W. Bond . .  . .  7 
S ydney H . Barron . . . .  4 | A rnold R othery . .  . .  Tenor  
Arranged by Arthur C hampion . Conducted by A lbert W. Bond .

This arrangement is believed to be rung for the first time.

NETHERSEALE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.

On M on., Oct. 25, 1954, in 2 H ours and  54 M inutes,
A t the  C hurch of St . Peter ,

A PEAL OF 5376 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 7 lb. in G.

K ilby R. H oltom . .  ..T re b le  ] W illiam  F. W oodward . .  5 
S idney H . J ones . . . .  2 i E rnest M orris . .  . .  6 
M rs . S. H . J ones . .  . .  3 Joseph  W m . C otton . .  7 
M rs . H . J . Poole . . . .  4 A. P atrick C annon . .  Tenor  
Composed by E rnest M orris. Conducted by J o seph  W m . C otton.

This composition is now rung for the first time.
A birthday compliment to Miss Joan Cotton, eldgr daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Cotton.

THURCASTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., O ct. 26. 1954, in 2 H ours and  40 M inutes,
At the C hurch o f  A ll Saints,

A PEAL OF 5088 'SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt.

M rs. P . A . C orby . .  ..T reb le  
Mr s . H . J. Poole . .  . .  2 

• K ilby H oltom . .  3
H arold J. Poole . .  . .  4 

Composed by N . P itsto w .
* First peal in the method.

J ohn A. A cres . .  . .  5 
Samuel J . H aines . .  . .  6 
A. P atrick C annon . .  7 
G. Stedman M o r r is . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by G . Stedman M o rris.

BOLTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On W ed., Oct. 27, 1954, in 2 H ours and  51 M inutes, 
A t the  C hurch of T he  H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Day’s Six-part.
• J ohn W illiam  Stokes . .Treble  

A rthur T omlinson . .  2 
N orman T om pkins  . .  3 
Fred W . Brownlow  . .  4

Tenor 17J cwt 
Alan P endlebury . .  . 
Peter C rook, sen . , 
J oseph  T hornley . .  . 
J ohn F. W o o d ..................

in E.
5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by P eter Crook, sen .

* First peal.
Rung • half-muffled to  the memory of the Rev. H. A. Norton, a 

former Vicar of this church and a  beloved parish priest.

SHIRLEY, BIRMINGHAM.
ST. M ARTIN’S G U ILD  FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM 

O n W ed., O ct. 27, 1954, in  2 H ours and  19 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J a m e s -t h e - G r e a t ,

A PEAL OF 5120 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6}  cwt.

.T reb le  G e o r g e  E. F earnJ effrey  B. W ebb
A. P a tr ic k  C annon  . .  . .  2 
C l i f f o r d  A. B a rro n  . .  3 
P e te r  J . M o r to n  . .  . .  4 
Com posed by  C . J . S ed g ley .

M ic h a e l  G .  M o r t o n  
P e t e r  B o r d e r  . .  
R a l p h  G .  E d w a r d s

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by P e t e r  B o r d e r . 

BIRM INGHAM .
ST. M ARTIN’S GU ILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Thurs., O ct. 28, 1954, in  3 H ours and  34 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P h i l i p ,

A  PEAL OF 5152 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 31 cwt. 21 lb. in D.

H e n r y  H .  F ea r n  . .  ..T re b le  | R o d n e y  B . M e a d o w s  . .  5
C l i f f o r d  A. B a r r o n  . .  2 P e t e r  B o r d e r  ................... 6
G e o r g e  E. F ea r n  . . . .  3 R a l p h  G .  E d w a r d s  . .  . .  7 
T e r r y  R .  H a m p t o n  . .  . .  4 j A. P a t r ic k  C a n n o n  . .  . .  Tenor 
Composed by W . P .  W h it e h e a d . Conducted by C l if f o r d  A. B a r r o n . 

BURTON-ON-STATHER, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., Oct. 28, 1954, in  2 H ours and  47 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5000 LITTLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt. 28 lb.

C . A u b r e y  H a r r is o n  • . .T reb le  \ A r t h u r  C r o w d e r  . .  . .  5
R o n a l d  C h a f e r  . . . .  2 j . J a c k  B r a y  ................... 6
A r t h u r  T o m l in s o n  . . . .  3 j R o l a n d  W . M o r a n t  . .  7
H a rry  H a l l  ................... 4 1 G e o r g e  W. M o o d y  . .  Tenor
Composed by E .  H. L e w i s . Conducted by J ack  B ra y .

SOUTH WIGSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On W ed., Oct. 27, 1954, in  2 H ours and  53 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Dexter’s Variation Tenor 14J cwt.
H a r o l d  J .  P o o l e  . .  . .  Treble | J .  F r e d e r i c k  M i l n e r  . .  5 
B r i a n  S . C h a p m a n  . . . .  2 ! J o h n  M . J e l l e y  . .  . .  6 
D o n a l d  A. T h e e d o m  . .  3 I E r n e s t  J .  J e l l e y  . .  . .  7 
G e o r g e  S . M o r r i s  . . . .  4 | S a m u e l  J .  H a in e s  . .  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by H a r o l d  J .  P o o l e .
Specially rung with the bells half-muffled to the respected memory 

of Walter Wyman, deputy churchwarden, and for many years secretary 
of St. Thomas’ Parochial Church Council.

LEICESTER.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., Oct. 28, 1954, in 3 H ours and  4 M inutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  F o u n d a t io n  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary-d e -C a s t r o ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Dexter’s Variation No.
G . Stedman M orris . .  Treble
M rs. H . J. Poole . .  . .  2
J ohn A. A cres . .  . .  3
E rnest W . R awson . .  4

Tenor 16 cwt. 
H arold J. P oole . .  . .  5
S. Anthony J esson . .  . .  6 
T erence A . T hornber . .  7
F rank Crane ....................Tenor

Conducted by H arold J . Poole.
Rung with the bells half-muffled in memory of Mr. W. C. Snow, 

F.R.C.O., organist a t the church of St. Mary-de-Castro for 24 years.
OVER, CAM BRIDGESHIRE.

THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
O n Fri., O ct. 29, 1954, in 2 H ours and  58 M inutes,

At  the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V irgin ,
A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 

Heywood’s Transposition. Tenor 15$ cwt.
Jo h n  G . G ipson  . .  . .T re b le  I T. R e g in a ld  D en n is  . .  5 

•G e o rg e  E. C risp  . . . .  2 | C h r is to p h e r  R . P . Jo h n so n  6 
W illia m  T. C ook  . . . .  3 W illia m  J . R idgm an . .  7 
R ic h a rd  J. W . H o u sd en  4 D enn is E. P epper . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W illia m  J. R idgm an.
* First peal in the method.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : M aintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

On Fri., O ct. 29, 1954, in  2 H ours and  40 M inutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u rch  o f  S t. Ebbe,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 4 cwt. 3 qr. 19 lb.

•P. R. Sanders (Worcester) Treble 
♦M. H. R. G lover (Merton) 2 
fR . John N ash (St. John’s) 3 
G . H arper (Hertford) . .  4

K. W. M a c k i n t o s h  (Keble) 5 
G . F . J e n k i n s  (Keble) . .  6 
J .  H . S m a r t  (Pem broke).. 7 
D . H . N i b l e t t  (Pembroke) Tenor  

Composed by J .  E. B u r t o n .  Conducted by D o n a l d  H. N i b l e t t .
* First peal, t  First peal of Bob Major.
First peal of Major as conductor.

BARTON-LE-CLAY, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  59 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 181 cwt.

S t a n l e y  H . W a l l i s . .  ..T re b le  | R o n a l d  J .  S h a r p  . .  . .  5
♦ P h i l i p  M e h e w  . .  . A  2 J o h n  C h u r c h  ........................ 6
♦ M ic h a e l  O r m e  . .  . .  3 B ryan  F. S i m s ...................  7

A n d r e w  C. S in f ie l d  . .  4 L e w i s  H. B y w a t e r s . .  . .T e n o r  
Composed by C. H . M a s t in . Conducted by L e w i s  H. B y w a t e r s .

* First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells.

BIRKENHEAD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in 3 H ours, and  15 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . S a v io u r , O x t o n ,

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT AND OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Ilkeston Variation. Tenor 20 cwt. 1 qr. 16 lb. in E.
♦ W i l l i a m  O. W h a r t o n  . .T re b le  | L e s t e r  L .  G r a y  . .  .-. 5
■(■Te r r y  O w e n ...................  2 j f  A l e x a n d e r  J .  M a r t in  . .  6
I D a p h n e  M .  W a in  . . . .  3 | ^ E r n e s t  F.  B e n n e t t  . .  7
tCHARLES B. P e m b e r t o n . .  4 
Composed by E. C. G o b e y .

♦Mrs. E . C handler . .  . .T re b le  
J acqueline S. E vans 2 
F rederick R. H arris . .  3 
L eslie  E v a n s ....................  4

J ohn T homas ...................  2 j G eoffrey J . H emming
W ilfred J . N ew m an . .  . .  3 J o seph  D. J ohnson 
J oseph E. N ewman . .  . .  4 G ordon A. C ropper 

Conducted by G eoffrey J . H em m ing .

EXETER, DEVONSHIRE.
THE G U ILD  OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in 4 H ours and  41 M inutes, 
A t the C athedral C hurch o f St . P eter,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 72 cwt. 2 qr. 2 lb. in B flat.

F rank L. H arris . .  . .T re b le
A. Patrick C annon . .  2
R onald N. M arlow . .  3
H ild a  G. Snow den  . .  4

Composed by J. R . P ritchard.

♦ First peal of Treble Bob Major, t  First peal in the method. 
First peal in the method on the bells.

Rung to  celebrate the 40th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas Watson, sen. Also a 21st birthday compliment to Henry, 
and a 20th birthday compliment to  Edna, only children of M r. W. 
O. Wharton (towerkeeper).

EARDISLAND, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  52 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ary ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt. 2 qr. 26 lb.

FARNDON, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.

O n Sat., O ct. 30, 1954, in 3 H ours and 6 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . C had,

A PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt. 1 qr. 22 lb.

G eo rg e  F . S p errin g  ..T reb le  R o b e rt  W. H in d e  . .  . . »  5 
fJoHN W. G r i f f i t h s  . .  2 I Ja c k  N. B ro w n  . .  . .  6 
F re d e r ic k  R . E v an s  . .  3 1 ♦H. S te w a rd  B a iley  . .  7 
D en n is  H . B. M i l lw a r d  4 i P e rcy  S w in d ley  . .  . .  T enor  

Composed by H . Jo h n so n . Conducted by Jo h n  W. G r i f f i t h s .  
♦ First peal in the method, t  250th peal.

FINCHLEY, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  2 H ours and  44 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a ry ,

A  PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 8J cwt.

A le c  A . R ic h a rd so n  . .T reb le  F re d e r ic k  A. B a rk e r  . .  5 
A r t h u r  F. W a rre n  . .  . .  2 W illia m  P. B la k e  . .  . .  6 
A r t h u r  W . J. B u t l e r  . .  3 B e rn a rd  J. W il l i s  . .  . .  7 
G e o rg e  A . P a rso n s  . .  4 L e o n a rd  E. Tubb . .  . .  Tenor  
Composed by J. E. B u rto n . Conducted by B e rn a rd  J. W i l l i s . 

The treble ringer is totally blind and this is his first peal.
Rung as a compliment to Frederick A. Barker, to mark his 50 

years as a Sunday service ringer at St. Mary’s.

FRAMSDEN, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

O n Sat., O ct. 30, 1954, in  3 H ours and  1 M inute,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5088 NEW CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt. in F.

Jo sep h  R id y a r d  . .  . .  Tenor  
Conducted by Jo sep h  R id y a rd .

A u s tin  T. W in g a te  . .  5
t D avid J . K ing  . .  . .  6
R eginald T. J o n es . .  . .  7
W il fr id  F. M oreton . .  T enor

Composed by C. M id d l e t o n . Conducted by W il f r id  F . M o r e t o n .
♦ First peal of Surprise, f  50th peal. The first peal in the method 

on the bells.

EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  2 H ours and  42 M inutes, 
a t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t  A n d r e w , H a m p t o n ,
A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 

Heywood’s Transposition. Tenor 12J cwt.
G e r a l d  C. H e m m i n g . .  ..T re b le  \ P a t r ic k  H a r r is  . .  . .  5

.. 6 
,. 7 
. .  Tenor

Jo h n  R . M ayne . .  . .  5 
R ic h a rd  E. P ric e  . .  . .  6
T ony P rice ....................  7
G eorge W. P ipe  . .  1 
C ecil W. P ipe  . .  ' 
Conducted by J ohn R . M ayne.

Tenor

♦M uriel M . P ipe  . .  ..T reb le
♦ P a tr ic ia  M . C la r k e  . .  2
L eslie  C . W ightman . .  3

♦D iana M . M atthew  . .  4

G eorge A. F leming  . .  5
♦Frank R uffles . .  . .  6 

Leslie  G . Brett . .  . .  7
♦Walter W . M iller . .  Tenor

Composed by C. J. S ed g ley  (No. 43). Conducted by L e s l ie  G . B r e t t . 
♦ First peal of New Cambridge Surprise.

GREAT BADDOW, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

, O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  3 H ours and  4 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a ry - th e -V irg in ,

A PEAL OF 5024 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt.

♦J. M ary Boissard . .  
F. Stedman P oole 
W illiam  L. B. L eese 
W . R alph W interton

..T re b le  P a t r ic k  J .  S p e n c e r -P h i l l i p s  5
2 D a v id  L .  G u l l ic k  . .  . .  6
3 L e w i s  C a s t l e d e n  . .  . .  7
4 P e r c y  T. S p e n c e r - P h i l l i p s  Tenor  

Composed by J .  B a r k e r .  Conducted by D a v i d  L. G u l l ic k .
♦ First peal of Major. The first peal of Major to be rung by 

members of the medical profession.

HARMSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
TH E LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  44 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5024 WHITWICK SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt. in A.

W . A llen R ichardson ..T re b le  
N orah M. Bibby . .  . .  2 
G wen I. R usby . .  . .  3 
W alter T omlinson  . .  4

D en is  A. F rith 
Stanley E. Bennett 
G eorge H. R andles 
J ack L. M illhouse .

. .  5 

. .  6 

. .  7 
. .  T en o r

This is the heaviest ring of bells yet rung to a peal of Major.

Composed by R. F . B. Speed . Conducted by J ack L. M illhousb. 
The first peal in the method by all and for the Guild.

HEYDOUR, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GU ILD.

O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  3 H ours and  4 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . M ichael and A ll A ngels,

A PEAL OF 5088 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt. 3 qr. 2 lb. in F  sharp.

G e o f f r e y  G e a ry  . .  ..T re b le  ] H a r ry  B a rn es ....................  5
R onald R ussell  . . . .  2 I H arold H uxley . .  . .  6 
G eorge W . C reasey . .  3 ; W illiam  H . D ale . .  . .  7 
J ames H . M usson . . . .  4 ! C . A rthur M anning . .  T enor  
Composed by Ernest M orris Conducted by C. A rthur M anning. 

The ringer of the 4th bell has now ‘ circled the tower.’
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FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
IBSTOCK, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD .
O n Thurs., Oct. 14, 1954, in  2 H ours and  42 M inutes,

A t  th e  C hurch of St . D enys,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one extent each o f Cambridge Surprise, Kent Treble Bob, 
Oxford Treble Bob, Oxford Bob, St. Clement’s, Single C ourt and 
Plain Bob. Tenor 12$ cwt.
G e o f f r e y  H a ir s  . .  ..T re b le  j W illia m  T. G oodby  . .  4 
A r t h u r  E. R o w le y  . . . .  2 j R o la n d  B e n is to n e  . .  . .  5 
Jo h n  U n d e rw o o d  . . . .  3 Jo se p h  W m. C o t to n  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by A r t h u r  E. R o w le y .
Rung as a  welcome to Rev. W. O. Chantler, who had been inducted 

to  the benefice the previous Monday evening.

DINGESTOW, MONMOUTHSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

O n Sat., Oct. 23, 1954, in 2 H ours and  38 M inutes,
At  the Church of St . D inoad,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Being ten extents of Stedmari (10 callings), 12 extents of Bob Doubles 
<four callings), 20 extents o f Grandsire (10 six-scores with 10 callings) 
and five 240’s (Morris’s Arrangement). Tenor 12 cwt.
R obert E. R . Sm ith  ..T re b le  I R ev . Ivor J. R ichards . .  3
P h il ip  G. M organ . . . .  2 I J ohn J . W ebb ...................  4

R eginald T . J ones . .  . .  Tenor  
Conducted by R obert E. R . Sm ith .

Rung as a compliment to the Vicar of Dingestow, Rev. Albert St. 
David Buckley, who has been at Dingestow 15 years.

HOLYWELL, HUNTS.
TH E ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

O n  Sun ., Oct. 24, 1954, in 2 H ours and  44 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . John-th e-Baptist.

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.

F ra n k  Eesom e . .  ..T re b le  | O l iv e r  N orm an . .  . .  4 
M ic h a e l J . D y e r  . .  . .  2 E. Ja ck  P a r is h  . .  . .  5 

;*Donai,d Peacock  . .  . .  3 H a ro ld  S. P eacock  . . . .  Tenor 
Conducted by H a ro ld  S. P eacock .

* First peal ‘ inside.’ The ringer of the 5th has now ‘ circled this 
lower.’

ITCHINGFIELD, SUSSEX.
TH E SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

O n  Tues., Oct. 26, 1954, in 2 H ours and  30 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic o l a s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

^Comprising 10 extents of Grandsire, two extents of Reverse St. 
■Bartholomew, and 10 extents each of All Saints’, Reverse Canterbury 
Pleasure Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 61 cwt.

"*F. L. W e l l e r ....................Treble I f M is s  J . M . P h illips . .  3
M iss S. A. R ichardson . .  2 I G . F rancis ....................  4

W . L. W e l l e r ....................... Tenor
Conducted by W . L .  W e l l e r .

* First peal, t  First peal of Doubles. First peal of Doubles as 
•conductor. First peal on the bells by a local band.

Rung as a farewell to Mrs. E. M. Graebe, the local schoolmistress.

BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

O n Thurs., Oct. 28, 1954, in  3 H ours and  5 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r ,

A  PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 12 cwt.
*M iss C. P e d d e r  . .  ..T re b le  * M r s .  M . H. S c h o f i e l d  . .  4 
"•Mrs. M. E v a n s  . . . .  2 | fHAROLD B. S c h o f i e l d  . .  5 
tM iss  A. L a y c o c k  . .  . .  3 E r n e s t  H. S im p s o n  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by E r n e s t  H. S im p s o n .
* First peal, t  First peal of Minor.
Rung as a welcome to H.M . the Queen and H.R.H. the Duke of 

Edinburgh on their visit to Bradford.
HONITON, DEVON.

THE GU ILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.
On Thurs., Oct. 28, 1954, in 2 H ours and 50 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ic h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven extents. Tenor 22 cwt.
R o n a l d  P it m a n  . .  . .T reb le  

*L. K e n n e t h  D a w e  . .  2 
S id n e y  S k in n e r  . .  . . 3

Conducted by S id n e y  S k in n e r .
•F ir s t  peal of M inor. First peal ever rung on the bells.

C y r il  C .  D e e m  . .  . .  4 
F r e d e r ic k  W r e f o r d  . ,  5 
J o h n  Q u ic k  ........................Tenor

GILLETT
A N D

JOHNSTON
LIM ITED

N o matter in which corner of the country 
you happen to be, as likely as not you 
wiH come across Cillett & Johnston bells 
or tower clocks. Cillett & Johnston crafts
manship is embodied in an all-embracing 
service —  as much in the preservation 
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
AND

C L O C K  M A K E R S
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NEW TON ST. LOE, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

O n Thurs., Oct. 28, 1954, in 2 H ours and  42 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of T he H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents Tenor 11J cwt.
• V e r n o n  J . Jo n e s . .  ..T reb le  

E l is a b e t h  A. G . G rim e. . 2 
t  A u d r e y  S tep h en s . .  . .  3

JC olin A. C. Conway . .  4 
§Cedric J. A. Brown . .  5 
R oger O . F ry . .  . .  T enor  

Conducted by R oger O . F ry.
* First peal. + First peal of Minor. J First peal of Minor and 

first peal ‘ inside.’ § First peal in the method.
NOTTINGHAM.

THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Oct 28, 1954, in 2 H ours and  42 M inutes,

A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. P e te r ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Consisting of two extents each of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob and 
three extents of Plain Bob. Tenor 9 cwt.

J. K enneth W agstaff . .  4 
*James H . P ailing . .  5 

D enis M ottershead . .  Tenor

F rederick A. Salter ..T reb le  
M r s . M . I. Pailing . .  2 
G eorge P adgett . .  . .  3

Conducted by D emis M ottershead.
* First peal of Minor.

GRESSENHALL, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in 2 H ours and  52 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary.

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven variations of extents. Tenor 10 cwt. in G.
R ev . G . L. T u rn ey  
G e o rg e  A. C o o k  
G e o rg e  T . B unning

. .T re b le  C has. F. T ovell . .  . .  4
2 Sidney M arshall . .  . .  5
3 C ec l̂ V. E bberson . .  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by C ecil V. E bberson.
Rung by officers of the branch as an official farewell to the chairman 

(the Rev. G. L. Turney).
HALSE, SOMERSET.

THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., O ct. 30, 1954, in  2 H ours and  40 M inutes,

At  the C hurch of St . J ames,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven different extents. Tenor 12 cwt. approx.
W illiam  Slocombe 
G ilbert H. D avies 
W illiam  G . G igg

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

*Tom H an co ck  . .  . .  Treble 
A r t h u r  H . R e ed  . .  . .  2 
F r a n k  B ra n c h f lo w e r  . .  3

Conducted by W illiam  G . G igg .
* First peal of Minor.

OLD BRAMPTON, DERBYSHIRE.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  2 H ours and  35 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  SS. P e te r  an d  P a u l,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different 720’s. Tenor 12 cwt.
• J o y c e  E v an s (15) . .  . .T reble  I R ev. G . G o rd o n  G rah am  , 4

H erbert T. R ooke . .  2 I Arnold H i l l ................... ‘ 5
G eorge C hallans . . . .  3 1 +D ouglas H. Rooke . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D ouglas H. R ooke.
* First peal at first attempt, f  75th peal.

ST. BRIDE’S MAJOR, GLAMORGAN.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat.. Oct. 30, 1954, in  2 H ours and  46 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. B r id g e t.

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being one 240 and 40 six-scores. Tenor 11 cwt. in G .
T hom as Y eom ans . .  . .T re b le  I D av id  W . E v an s . .  . .  4 

•T hom as E. H id d in s  . .  2 W illia m  T. P e t ty  . .  5 
R o b e rt  E. C o le s  . . . .  3 ‘ H a ro ld  P re ece  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R o b e rt E. C o le s .
* First peal and first attempt.
Rung as a birthday compliment to the ringer of the 5th. and to 

Edward D. Coles, son of the conductor.
SHIPLEY, SUSSEX.

THE SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
On Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  2 H ours and  38 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a ry -th e -V irg in ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven extents. Tenor 9} cwt.
E r n e s t  J. M unday  ..T reb le  | S. K a th le e n  M. K n ig h t . .  4 

• R ic h a r d  H . S m ith  . .  2 E. W in if re d  K eys . .  . .  5
P a t r ic k  P a g e ...................  3 I N orm an J . S m ith  . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by E. W inifred  K eys.
* First peal of Plain Bob Minor on tower bells. First peal as 

conductor. Rung as a birthday compliment to the ringer of treble.

STANWELL, MIDDLESEX 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD.
O n Sat., Oct. 30, 1954, in  2 H ours and  48 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M a ry -t h e -B l e s s e d  V ir g i n ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED DOUBLES
Being 42 extents in 45 individual plain course methods, v iz.: (1) Ship- 
way’s Place Bob and Colnbrook S .C .; (2) Tandridge S.C. and Shipway’s 
Place B o b ; (3) Colnbrook S.C., Tandridge S.C. and Shipway’s Place 
Bob; (4) Westminster II. Bob and Knapton S .C .; (5) Chesham S.C. 
and Westminster II. Bob; (6) Knapton S.C., Chesham S.C. and 
Westminster II. B ob; (7) Blackburn Place and Lyng S .C .; (8) Brough
ton S.C. and Blackburn Place; (9) Lyng S.C., Broughton S.C. and 
Blackburn Place; (10) St. Hilary’s Bob and Intwood S .C .; (11) Ockham 
S.C. and St. Hilary’s Bob; (12) New Bob and Forncett S.C .; (13) 
Itchingfield S.C. and New B ob; (14) Forncett S.C.. Itchingfield S.C. 
and New Bob; (15) Huntspill Bob and Ellingham S .C .; (16) Oakley 
S.C. and Huntspill B o b ; (17) Ellingham S.C., Oakley S.C. and Hunt
spill Bob; (18) St. Vedast’s Bob and Bedingham S .C .; (19) Chipstead 
S.C. and St. Vedast’s B ob; (20) Reverse Canterbury and Raveningham 
S.C ; (21) Dorton S.C. and Reverse Canterbury; (22) Raveningham 
S.C., Dorton S.C. and Reverse Canterbury; (23) St. Nicholas’ Bob 
and Fundenhall S .C .; (24) Longford S.C. and St. Nicholas’ B o b ; (25) 
Fundenhall S.C., Longford S.C. and St- Nicholas’ B ob; (26) Winchen- 
don PI and Thornborough S .C .; (27) Haddiscoe S.C. and Winchendon 
P I.; (28) Thornborough S.C.. Haddiscoe S.C. and Winchendon PI.; 
(29) St. Remigius’ Bob and Harpley S .C .; (30) Hascombe S.C. and 
St. Remigius’ Bob; (31) Plain Bob and Candlesby S .C .; (32) Boxford
S.C. and Plain B ob: (33) Candlesby S.C., Boxford S.C. and Plain Bob 
(34) St. Simon’s Bob and Braywood S .C .; (35) Rugby S.C. and St 
Simon’s B o b ; (36) St. Simon's Bob, Rugby S.C. and St. M artin’s Bob
(37) St. Simon’s Bob. Braywood S.C., Rugby S.C. and St. M artin’s Bob
(38) St. Simon’s Bob, Braywood S.C. and St. M artin’s B ob; (39) St. 
M artin’s Bob, Welford S.C. and Slapton S .C .; (40) St. Osmund’s Bob 
and Longworth S .C .; (41) Merton S.C. and St. Osmund’s B ob; (42) 
Longworth S.C., St. M artin’s Bob and St. Osmund’s Bob. with 345

changes of methods and plain leads only used throughout.
Tenor 13 cwt. 14 lb.

M onica H oward

F rank T. Blagrove

. .Treble  
2 
3

W illiam  Butler . .  . .  4 
M ichael H atchet . .  . .  5 
A lan D. R ivers . .  Tenor

Conducted by F rank T. Blagrove.
First peal in 45 methods for all, on the bells and for the Guilds. 

This is the greatest number of Doubles methods yet rung to a peal; 
each method had its own plain course and each plain course conformed 
to  Central Council requirements. There were no bobs used through
out the peal, and no method was the bob lead of another method.

WEST STOW, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GU ILD.

O n Sat., O c t. 30, 1954, in 3 H ours and  5 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 20 extents (10 callings), five Morris’s 240’s, six Pitman’s 240’s. 

Tenor 15 cwt.
W illiam  F . R ickw ood . .  Treble 
K enneth G. Brown . .  2
R ichard R o s e ....................  3

Conducted by K enneth G. Brown 
First peal in the method by all.

Leonard Sharpe 
Arthur F . Ballam 

•E dward V. Ballam

4
5

Tenor

• First peal.

HANDBELL PEAL
DONCASTER. YORKSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Thurs., Oct. 28, 1954, in 2 H ours,

A t 105, D o n c a s t e r  L a n e , W o o d l a n d s .
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being seven extents in 42 m ethods: (1) Oxford, Sandal, London 
Scholars’ Pleasure, Kingston, Capel, Duke of Norfolk, College Exer
cise, Norbury and Ockley Treble Bob and Carisbrooke, Donottar 
Wath and Pontefract Delight; (2) Plain, Double, Reverse, Fulbeck 
Canterbury, Double Oxford. Thelwall. London, Lytham, St. Clement’s 
Childwall, College. Wavertree College. Windermere, Frodsham. H ors 
monden, Killarney, Cumberland and Ennerdale; (3) Walsingham 
Cromer, Olney, Tibenham. Lammas. Steventon, Fulmer and Chalfont 
Alliance and Little Bob: (4) Kent Treble Bob; (5), (6) and (7) Plain 
Bob. Tenor size 15 in C.
H oward Scott . .  . .  1—2 | W ilfrid  F. M oreton . .  3—4 

W . Eric C ritchley . .  5—6 
Conducted by W ilfr id  F. M oreton.

First peal in 42 methods ‘ in hand ’ by all, and for the Association^
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A LVERSTOKE, H A N TS.—O n Oct. 3rd, 1,260 G rand- 
sire T rip le s : A nn Parvin (first quarter Triples) 1, 
R . C. Beale 2, C. A nn W est 3, Doris A . Banks 4, S. 
K athleen M. Knight 5, G . E. Verrill 6, H . A. N obes 
(cond.) 7, F . G. Barron 8. Also on  Oct. 24th, 1,260 
G randsire T rip les : D. N uttall 1, R. C. Beale 2, C. 
A nn W est 3, G . E. Verrill 4. Doris A. Banks 5,
F . G. Barron 6, S. K athleen M. K night (cond.) 7,
H . A. N obes 8.

BENSON, OXON.—O n Oct. 30th. 1,260 G randsirs 
Triples : P . W ilson (first quarter) 1, F . G odden (first 
quarter) 2, W . A bsolom 3, J. G odm an 4, R . Tuckwell
5, R . D . W ells (first quarter) 6, F . A bsolom (cond.) 7,
F . Fulker 8. F irs t quarter by all-local band.

CA PE TO W N , SOUTH A FR IC A .—At St. Mary s 
Church, W oodstock, on Oct. 23rd, 1,440 Plain Bob 
M inor : O. Lam b 1, J. Riley 2, C. G ardiner 3, W . 
Smith 4, R . Stickley (cond.) 5, J. Ernstzen 6. First 
quarter in  the method in Africa, and for all except
4 and 5. Rung for R ector’s birthday and El Alamein 
anniversary.

EA ST CLA Y DO N , BUCKS.—O n Oct. 17th, 1,260 
G randsire D o u b les: A. Phillips 1, O. Hodges 2, V . G. 
Phillips (cond.) 3, F . G ibbard  4, F . Thorpe 5. R ang  
fo r Evensong, and also to  encourage local interest.

EN G L E FIE L D , BERKS.—On Oct. 30th, 1,260 G rand
sire Doubles : Miss C . E. Finch (first quarter) 1, Miss 
L . Slade 2, G. H earns 3, E. Baughan 4, R . K. Russ 
(first as cond.) 5, C. Baughan 6.

FU L H A M , S .W .—On Oct. 24th, 1,260 G randsirc 
Triples : James Phillips 1, Miss A. G arnett 2, B. Lunn
3, J . Stephenson 4, W . Rawlings 5, John Phillips 
(cond.) 6, J. W aters 7, J. Allsop 8. A lso on Oct. 
31st, 1,277 Stcdm an C a te rs : H . M. Page 1, H. Belcher
2, J. Stephenson 3, B. Lunn 4, W . S. Langdon 5, J. 
W aters 6. A. B. Peck 7, C. W a tts  8, John Phillips 
(cond.) 9, J. A llsop 10.

G R EEN STEA D  G R E E N . ESSEX.—On Oct. 18th, 
,1,440 Cam bridge Surprise M inor : H . P ra tt 1. L. W . 
W iffen 2, G. Trendcll 3, F . Claydon 4, W . Arnold
5, Miss H . G . Snowden (cond.) 6. R ung half-muffled 
in  memoriam A rthur A. Saunders, whose funeral took 
place this day.

QUARTER PEALS
G R EA T SH E FFO R D , BERK S.—O n Sept. 19th, 1,320 

A pril D ay D oubles : W . Kewcll 1, M., Maisey 2, F. 
Lewis 3, P. N ash 4, G. D odd (cond.) 5, R . Rivers 6. 
F irst quarter in the m ethod on the bells.

H ELLIN G LY , SUSSEX.—O n Oct. 24th, 1,260 Bob 
D oubles : Miss A. Tanner 1, Miss L. Bceney 2, Miss 
K. YeO (first in  m ethod) 3, F . Beeney (first as cond.)
4, G . Beeney 5, P . Message 6.

H O LLO W A Y , N .—O n Oct. 24th, a t  the Church of 
St. Mary M agdalene, 1,260 G randsire Triples : Miss 
M. Floyer 1. Miss D. A. Deverell 2, Miss C. Forster- 
Jones 3, G. Bryant (first in m ethod) 4, H . Collings 5, 
R . Newman 6. R . H . Begrie (cond.) 7, K. C. Begric 
(first quarter) 8. Rung to  welcome the safe return of 
the Vicar (the Rev. A. W . Goodwin-Hudson) from  the 
U .S.A .

H U T TO N , ESSEX.—On Oct. 31st, 1,260 Grandsirc, 
A ll Saints’ and P lain Bob D oubles : C. E. Hill 1, M. 
Baker (cond.) 2, E. M. Baker 3, W . T . Hill 4, J . F. 
Shedell 5. Rung for m orning service.

K EY M ER, SUSSEX.—O n Oct. 23rd, 1.260 G randsirc 
D o u b le s : P. Hollingdale 1, P. R obinson 2, C. W . 
Linington 3, S. A. H ill 4. P. F . Rom ney (cond.) 5,
F. Cox 6. R ung as a  21st birthday com plim ent to 
Miss E. Emery.

LAN CASTER.—At St. P eter’s Cathedral, on Oct. 
28th, 1.260 G randsire Triples : R . C rook 1, J. W oods
2, H. R ainford (cond.) 3, R . W arden  4, F . H ornby
5, R . R ainford  6, S. Jeffery 7, J. Pye 8. A  compli
m ent to  Canon R . O. Brimley, adm inistrator, on his 
receiving the title o f ‘ M onsignor.’

M ELKSHAM . W IL TS.—O n  Oct. 25th, 1,260 G rand
sire T rip les : Miss J. A bbott 1, S. R . Cockell 2, Mrs. 
W . C. W est 3, H . H eaton  4, H . P rout 5, A. W . 
H unt 6, W . C. W est (cond.) 7, H . Cockell 8. A  
golden wedding com plim ent to  M r. and M rs. H . Prout.

N O RTH  M USK HA M , NOTTS.—O n Oct. 23rd. 1,260 
Plain Bob M in o r: C. C opp 1, G . Foster 2, W . 
M idwinter 3, F . H ooper 4, S. Barley 5, W . Exton 
(cond.) 6.

RO TH ERH A M , Y ORK S.—On Nov. 1st, 1,008 Plain 
Bob M a jo r : M rs. N . Chaddock 1, T . C. R yder 2, 
Miss M argaret Mills 3, Miss E. Bate 4, H . W oodall 5,
F . Fisher 6, D . A. Chapm an 7, H . Chaddock (cond.) 8. 
R ung for the patronal festival o f A ll Saints’ p rio r to  
Evensong.

ST. IVES, H U N TS.—A t All Saints’ Church, on  Oct. 
31st, 1,272 Plain Bob M in o r: F . W arrington (cond.)
1, W . O. N oble 2, H . W . P ra tt 3, G . N icholls 4, 
L. W . F isher 5, G . H . D unnington 6. F or festival 
eve o f  A ll Saints.

SOUTH W IG STO N , LEICS.—O n Oct. 24th, 1,344 
D ouble N orw ich : R . Jelley 1, J. J . M orris 2, Miss
G. R . Bodycote 3, B. S. C hapm an (first in m ethod)
4, J. M. Jelley 5, A. E. Bodycote 6, E. J. Jelley 7,
A. P. Cannon (cond.) 8. F or Evensong. 

TW ERTO N -O N -A V O N , BA TH , SOM ERSET.—O n
Oct. 3rd, 1,260 G randsire D oubles : P . R . Y oung 1, 
Miss A. Stephens 2, J. R . H obbs 3, R . O. F ry  (cond.)
4, A. F . Lee 5, T. M ilsom 6. F or patronal festival.

W IC K E N , N O RTH A N TS.—O n Oct. 28th, 1,260 
G randsire Triples : T. E. Roberts 1, W . J. Chester 2,
B. Saunders 3, M iss K. M. Cowley 4, M. Saunders 5,
G . W . H olland 6, W . A. Y ates (cond.) 7, G . Shellard
8. F irst quarter 6n  8 bells by the ringers o f 3, 5 and
8, who come from  Helm don.

W O O D BU RY , D EV O N .—O n  O ct. 31st, 1,260 G rand
sire Triples : Miss M. Jeffs 1, D . G ooding 2, S. Skinner
3, J. H. Glanvill 4, K. Dawe 5, C . D eem  6, J. L. S. 
Glanvill (cond.) 7, J . Briggs 8. F irst o f  Triples fo r 
1 and 2. A  birthday com plim ent to  J. Briggs.

W Y K E R EG IS , D ORSET.—O n  Oct 16th, 1,260 
G randsire T rip le s : F . Stephens 1, J. Rose (first as 
cond.) 2,. Miss D. N ice (first quarter) 3, F . Symonds
4. F. Crudge 5, J. H art 6, F . S tedm an 7, F . F oo t 8. 
R ung for the consecration service o f the Church o f 
St. Edm und, a daughter church.

Y A TTO N , SOM ERSET.—O n Oct. 19th, 1,260 G rand
sire Triples :-D . E. Vowles 1, L. W . Pullin 2, Miss P. 
Barnard 3, M. O. Davis 4, E. A. Price 6, R . Brice 6,
H . A. Price (cond.) 7, J. Baker 8. A  21st birthday 
com plim ent to  Miss E. Beechey, daughter o f the Rev.
G . A . Beechey (Vicar).

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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LATE NEWS
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Poole, of Leicester, 

will receive many congratulations on ringing 
100 peals together in the first 10 months of 
this year. Never before has the felicity of 
married life been expressed in this manner.

A performance of out
standing merit has taken 
place at Stanwell, Middlesex, 
by a peal of Spliced Doubles in 45 methods, 
the greatest number of Doubles yet rung to a 
peal. W hat is more remarkable is that the 
conductor, Mr. Frank T. Blagrove, rang two of 
the working bells. There were 345 changes of 
method and no bobs were used throughout the 
peal and no method was the bob lead of 
another method. There is no other word than 
‘ uncanny ’ to describe this feat.

The peal at Heydour, Lines, on October 30th 
was arranged for M r. C. A. Manning and Mr. 
Harold Huxley from Warwickshire, and Mr. 
Harry Barnes from  Stainton, near Rotherham.

The first peal of Superlative at Stranton 
(West Hartlepool) was rung there on June 27th,
1925, during a North of England ringing tour 
(see footnote on page 707).

A ringer who once rocked Stradbroke tower 
has offered to ring Debenham t,enor to 27.000 
changes. Any offers to stand in? Suffolk 
ringers wonder if Pat will ring the seventh for 
him.

By conducting the peal at Itchingfield Mr. 
W. L. Weller joins the ranks of the few who 
have called their fathers’ first peal. Congratu
lations to M r. F . L. Weller on ringing his first 
peal in fine style at the age of 58.

We acknowledge a donation to ‘ Ringing 
World ’ funds as the result of a bet. A bud
ding author thought that the Editor would look 
askance at his contribution but his friend did 
not, and a bet followed. The Editor did not 
and the payment of the bet has been forwarded 
to us. Is this what is known in racing parlance 
as a ‘ double ’? The bet was doubly bene
ficial. A part of the magnum opus appeared 
and ‘ The Ringing World ’ was enriched.

BELFRY GOSSIP The back eight of Exeter 
Cathedral were rung for the 
first time to a peal of Major 

on October 30th. On the tenor was M r. Cecil 
Pipe and his son, George. Miss Hilda G . Snow
den was also a member of the band.

M r. Leslie Evans, tower captain at Eardis
land, Herefordshire, has been able to  ‘ com
plete the circle ’ in the first eight peals rung 
on these bells.

With reference to the article on Samuel Scat
tergood, Mr. P. Amos points out that Win
wick, Northants, has but three bells in its large 
church. I t  seems obvious that Scattergood 
could not have practised change ringing in the 
church where his father was Rector.

Mr. Alan W ard who conducted his first peal 
of Plain Bob Royal as a 21st birthday com
pliment to himself at Worsley, on October 30th, 
wishes to thank the ringers and friends of the 
Manchester District for the gift of a wrist 
watch to mark the occasion.

A banner heading in the ‘ Sunday Express ’ 
reads: ‘ I can’t stand these church bells,’ and 
is followed by a letter asking for a vigorous 
campaign against the monstrous din of church 
bells in the morning.’ Mr. A. F . Wellington, 
who has replied to  the letter, hopes that others 
will follow his example.

Tuesday, November 30th, should be a great 
ringing day in this country when Sir Winston 
Churchill celebrates his 80th birthday. Ringers 
will doubtless like to show their affection and 
esteem of one who through years of darkness 
and despair rallied the forces of freedom 
throughout the world and clothed in noble and 
inspired language the inarticulate hopes of 
millions of men and women.

THE W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
1570

Mears & Stainbank
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES MUFFLES 
Etc.
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BISHOP’S PRIDE
Dr. Williams’ Encouraging Message 

to Leicester

AN  encouraging message was given not only 
to  his own ringers but to  the change 

ringers of the country by the Lord Bishop of 
Leicester (the Right Rev. R . R. Williams) when 
speaking at the annual festival dinner of the 
Leicester Diocesan Guild on October 23rd a t 
the Co-operative Assembly Room, Leicester. 
The capacity attendance represented all parts of 
the diocese with large contingents from  Melton 
an d  Markfield. Visitors came from  Notting
hamshire, Northants, Dorset and Surrey.

Supporting the president (Mr. H . J. Poole) 
and Mrs. Poole were the Bishop arid Mrs. Wil
liams, the Provost (the Very Rev. Mervyn 
Armstrong) and Mrs. Armstrong, Mr. P. L. 
Taylor and Mr. E. C. Turner (vice-presidents) 
and Mrs. Turner, Mr. S. Burton (peal secre
tary) and Mrs. Burton and Mr. W. A. Wood 
(general secretary).

Following the loyal toast Mr. H. J. 
Poole spoke of his great pleasure as president 
o f the Guild to  welcome file new Lord Bishop 
of the Diocese and the Provost of Leicester, 
together with their ladies. It meant a  lo t to 
the ringers for the head of the Diocese to be 
present at their functions.

Referring to ringing in the Diocese, Mr. 
Poole was proud of the bells, their ringers and 
their achievements since the formation of the 
•Guild. I t  had meant much hard work, much 
practice and much enthusiasm. I t  was very 
necessary for ringers to have facilities for prac
tice to  ensure the bells being rung properly 
fo r service.

ST. JO HN’S, LEICESTER
In St. John’s they had one of the finest rings 

o f ten in the country. These had been nearly 
lost but, very fortunately, one of the first acts 
o f the new Lord Bishop had been to make a 
decision regarding these bells. This decision—- 
to  save the bells of St. John's—had made an 
indelible impression in the hearts of all 
ringers in the Diocese, who were very apprecia
tive. M r. Poole hoped that ringers at St. 
John’s, as well as other towers, would continue 
to  be active and play their part in the church 

■services.
New churches were being built in the new 

housing estates and it was unlikely that towers 
capable of supporting a ring of bells would be 
provided, therefore very great care should be 
taken of existing bells. The question of St. 
John’s bells had been the subject of a formal 
resolution of the Guild addressed to the pre
vious Lord Bishop. He was very glad that the 
bells of Church of St. John would remain to 
give, he hoped, service for many years.

The new Lord Bishop would meet ringers in 
the Diocese; their aim, he should know, was 
to  man all bells with the best talent available. 
The heart and soul of every ringer should be 
devoted to  that purpose in order to serve the 
Church in the best way they could. It was a 
great pleasure to have the Provost of Leicester 
with them. To the Provost Mr. Poole would 
stress the necessity of regular ringing practice to 
maintain the standard of ringing. Mr. Poole 
concluded by expressing a welcome to Mrs. 
Williams and to Mrs. Armstrong.

‘ TOW ER W ID O W S’
The Lord Bishop expressed his thanks for 

being invited to  such a pleasant function. He 
would like to  thank all ringers for their ser
vices, not forgetting the ringers’ wives, who 
•often could be described as ‘ tower widows.’ 
H e greatly appreciated the ringers’ contribution, 
by their services, to the work and life of the 
Church, and, indeed, to  all in the Diocese.

The Lord Bishop spoke of his pride in the 
change ringers of the country and said ringers 
■would have his fullest support. The art of

IN HIS RINGERS
change ringing was a splendid English custom 
and was part and parcel of church work, even 
a part of the worship itself. He thought of 
ringers in the same way as organists, the choir 
and the serm on; they were all part o f the 
thanksgiving to  God. If  the bells did not ac
tually bring people to church they certainly 
kept the church in the minds and hearts of 
people. He suggested it was a good thing to 
ring for a  longer period before services, possibly 
to  ring the evening before, to  let the people 
know. It was reasonable to expect ringers to 
attend every service for which they rang, but 
he was sure ringers would want to do their 
full share of service. I t  was discouraging to  
see ringers walking out as the congregation 
walked in.

The Provost expressed his gratitude to  the 
Cathedral ringers, who, he said, worked very 
hard. The Cathedral tower was kept in a 
beautiful condition. The Provost commented 
on the good timekeeping of the Cathedral ring
ing and once more expressed thanks to Mr. 
Poole and his ringers.

Mr. P. L. Taylor proposed the toast of 
‘ The Visitors,’ mentioning especially the Vicar 
of Old Dalby (a ringer) and the curates of 
Melton who were present, although no t yet 
ringers. Other welcome visitors were Mr. and 
Mrs. Milner, M r. and Mrs. G. M orris, Mr. 
Pat Cannon, M r. Holtom and Mr. E. Orland, 
with whose name he coupled the toast.
AN EVENT HE LOOKED FORWARD TO

Mr. Orland, in reply, said it was the second 
time he had had the pleasure of replying. The 
Leicester Diocesan dinner was one of the most 
pleasant functions he attended and he looked 
forward to  it each year. He congratulated the 
Leicester Guild on their achievements and, on 
behalf of the visitors, he expressed thanks and 
said they would all look forward to further 
progress of the Guild.

The president thanked all who had contri
buted to the success of the dinner and social, 
mentioning specially the beautiful decorations 
of the room, which had been carried out by 
the Cathedral band under the supervision of 
Mr. C. Knight. The effect was truly delightful 
and had transformed the room.

Referring to his earlier remarks on church 
bells, Mr. Poole said some bells were not so 
good, others in the Diocese were not working, 
some were unringable. They, as enthusiastic 
ringers in the Guild, ought not to  be silent 
while bells were in this state. In the near 
future public attention would be called to this 
matter. Ringers themselves could organise sales 
and other efforts to  raise funds to enable these 
unused bells to be restored to their proper use.

Handbells were used to demonstrate to non
ringers change ringing and the ‘ rising and fall
ing ’ of church bells. A touch of Stedman 
Cinques was rung by Mrs. P. J. Staniforth,
H. J. Poole, P. J. Staniforth, A. Ballard, H. 
Poyner and B. G. Warwick. On the successful 
termination of this touch a specimen ‘ rise and 
fall ’ was demonstrated by H. J. Poole, Mrs. 
P. J. Staniforth, F . Wilson, T. Thornber and 
P. J. Staniforth.

An enjoyable social evening followed. Music, 
dancing, many games and a sing-song made 
the time pass all too quickly and one more 
‘ best ever ’ came to an end.

STONHAM ASPAL, SUFFOLK
On October 2nd Stonham Aspal and district 

ringers visited Norfolk on their half-day outing. 
Ringing from rounds up to Yorkshire was en
joyed at Swaffham, East Dereham, St. Peter 
Mancroft, Norwich, and St. Giles’. To the in
cumbents, local ringers, Bill Button and Nolan 
Golden the party tender sincere thanks for an 
enjoyable outing. R. E. L.

BELFRY GOSSIP — Continued
Mr. F . T. Blagrove informs us that West

minster Bob H. is the correct name for Accring
ton Bob.

The peal of Bob Royal at Bedford was rung 
on July 10th and not as stated in our issue of
* The Ringing World ’ of July 30th.

We welcome to our columns a peal of Grand
sire Caters at Wimborne Minster, Dorset. I t  is 
about 26 years since a peal in this method was 
rung on these fine bells.

St. Michael’s, Honiton, has previously defied 
successful peal attempts. Success came on Oct. 
28th, and the band expresses its appreciation 
to the two back-enders (Frederick W reford and 
John Quick) for retaining sufficient energy to 
last the peal, writes our correspondent.

One of the three Quidenham (Norfolk) 
ringers to score their first peal. Mr. George 
Herbert, is the son of the Right Rev. the Lord 
Bishop of Norwich. Mr. Herbert is one of a 
keen band of beginners which has revived the 
art in this tower, after a lapse of several years.

When Pamela Goodfellow, elder daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. F . W. Goodfellow, was married 
recently at Iver Heath, friends rang handbells 
outside the church porch to welcome the newly
wed pair. There are only two bells in the 
church tower!

Disappointment has been expressed to us 
that previous notice was not given that Leicester 
Cathedral bells, with its famous band, were 
‘ on the a i r ’ on October 31st. May we again 
ask all towers the co-operate with us and 
notify ‘ The Ringing World ’ of forthcoming 
broadcasts.

Sixteen-year Peter Ketteridge will remember 
October 27th, the day of H.M. the Queen’s 
visit to Sheffield. He, with Mr. S. F. Palmer, 
the 80-year-old veteran, and Mr. Gordon Chad
dock, was in the band which rang a t the Cathe
dral for the Queen’s visit to the Cutlers’ Hall. 
The bells were rung until the royal couple’s ar- 
vival and a few minutes later the ringers were 
rewarded with a grandstand view from the roof 
of the Queen and the Duke as the royal pair 
came on to a specially erected belfry to acknow
ledge the salutations of the cheering crowd.

ANOTHER DOCTORS’ PEAL
At the fourth attempt eight doctors have 

rung a peal of Bob M ajor a t Great Baddow, 
Essex. After the peal of Bob Minor, the first 
to  have been rung by doctors only, at Abbots 
Langley, Herts, in July, 1947, the idea of an 
eight-bell peal was given up on account of the 
shortage of ringing doctors. A letter to ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ from the present organiser and 
conductor early in 1953 brought only two re
plies, and those were already known. Re
search had, however, been going on and by that 
time there were about 20 names on the list.

The first attempt took place on the eve of 
St. Luke’s Day, 1953. At the second attempt 
Kent proved too much for the band; while the 
third came to an untimely end with the break
ing of a rope. Of the present band three rang 
in the peal at Abbots Langley. Great regret 
has been felt that Dr. E. L. Taylor, who stood 
in all the attempts at Abbots Langley (although 
living in Cornwall at the time), and in the first 
two at Great Baddow, was prevented by an 
accident from taking part in the last two. His 
place on the treble was taken by the only lady 
doctor known to be a ringer, who, it is under
stood, only started to  ring last winter, and 
since the first attempts for the present peal.

If  there are any other ringing doctors, un
known at present, who would care to take part 
in another peal attempt, would they please 
communicate with the conductor or with any 
of the present band, who would welcome fur
ther opportunities for the pleasant social re
unions which these attempts have entailed.

F. S. P.
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VITALITY OF MAIDSTONE DISTRICT
Success of Second Annual 

Dinner-Dance
The Maidstone District not only run a 

newsy monthly magazine, ‘ The Belfry,' 
but also hold an annual dinner and dance. The 
latter was held at Chiesman’s Georgian Res
taurant on October 23rd and was attended by 
a company of 80 members and friends.

Mr. Alec Waddington, who proposed the 
toast of ‘ The Church,’ spoke of the happy 
relations which existed in the District between 
ringers and clergy, and cited as an example the 
Vicar of his tower (Egerton), who climbed the 
many steps to their belfry to  light a fire for 
them. Boxley recently welcomed the Arch
bishop of Canterbury in their belfry.

The new Vicar of Maidstone (Canon F. 
Bennett) replied and thanked the ringers for 
their kind welcome to him on appointment. 
He admired the work of the ringers and ap
plauded their desire to have the bells of Maid
stone rehung, but explained that there were 
many other things to be done in the town of 
higher priority. He urged the company to be 
proud of their membership of the Church of 
England.

The toast of ‘ The Guests ‘ was honoured on 
the call of Dr. E. S. J. Hatcher, who men
tioned in particular Canon and Mrs. Bennett, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Pratt Boorman and Mr. 
A. B. York-Bramble.

Replying, Mr. Boorman, who is editor of ‘ The 
Kent Messenger.’ said there was no greater en
thusiast for bell ringing in Kent than Dr. 
Hatcher, and that the members o f the Associa
tion were deserving of thanks for maintaining 
the ancient English tradition of bell ringing. 
Talking of bells, he said they bore the names 
of those who ‘ made me.’ This denoted pride 
on the part of the founder, who knew it would 
remain down the years and was not afraid that 
people shodld know who founded the bell.

The toast of ‘ The Maidstone District ’ was 
proposed by M r. A. York-Bramble, who said

THE N.S.T.G. AGAIN
Nailsea was the rendezvous fo r ringers from 

three counties (Essex, Devon and Somerset) on 
Saturday, October 23rd. The primary object 
was a peal attempt, but the organiser had also, 
in typical N.S.T.G. style, arranged for visits 
to  a few new towers.

The * advance party ’ joined Clutton ringers 
a t their practice on Friday night before con
tinuing to H.Q. On Saturday morning two 
cars took ringers to Badgworth (5, 13 cwt.). 
These bells are very rough—the fourth was 
pulled up with the assistance of a strapper (both 
ladies !). However, the four bells of the next 
tower, Biddisham (9 cwt.) went well.

The peal band was completed in the after
noon by, the arrival of Cyril Deem, but Sted
man Doubles at W eston-in-Gordano were, un
fortunately not successful. Undaunted, how
ever they attended the Axbridge Branch meet
ing at Kewstoke (6) and were afterwards enter, 
tained to an excellent supper by Mr. and Mrs. 
Horseman.

On Sunday morning the six at Portbury (24 
cwt.), where there is no service band, were 
rung. After a wonderful chicken lunch pro
vided by Mrs. 'Strong, the visitors enjoyed the 
bells and a magnificent view at Dundry (6, 16 
cwt.). Service ringing in the evening was divided 
between Bristol, SS. Philip and Jacob (8, 20 
cwt.), Nailsea and Clutton.

Thanks for a very enjoyable week-end are 
due to the Nailsea ringers, and particularly to 
Mrs. Horseman and Mrs. Strong, who pro
vided all the meals and accommodation, and 
to Michael Horseman, the organiser. M. E. F.

that the District had come a  long way since it 
came into being in 1889. The membership of 
nearly 200 had probably never been higher. 
The District had a  vitality of which any ring
ing society might be proud, and which, no 
doubt, sprang from the examplary energy and 
initiative of its officers, and not least from one 
who was until recently the District secretary— 
Dr. Hatcher, who was now promoted to the 
office of the Association's general secretary.

Talking about the District magazine, ‘ The 
Belfry,’ he said that now that the ladies were 
taking such a practical part in ringing he 

would not be surprised if the Editor were asked 
to run a ‘ heartache advice ’ column ! They 
might re a d : ‘ Advice to  the Lovelorn,’ and, 
for exam ple: * Is my ringing boy friend really 
religious, or is he trying to  get rid of me? 
He has given me up for Lent.’

Referring to the varied activities of the Dis
trict he mentioned, apart from * The Belfry,’ 
the planned programmes of meetings with 
printed fixture cards, the special methods at 
meetings, the two series of combined practices, 
the annual coach tour and the annual dinner 
and dance, and the recent formation of the 
Maidstone Grammar School Society. Some 
measure of credit fo r this flourishing state of 
affairs must go to  the District secretary. The 
new one, Mr. Reg Sills, had distinguished him
self by attaining this position a t the compara
tively early age of 23.

Mr. Sills replied, and, in a  tribute to his pre
decessor, said that besides having a hand in 
everything, most of the unique features of their 
yearly programme were initiated by Dr. H at
cher. In fact he was the life and soul of the 
District and infected all with his enthusiasm. 
Finally, Mr. Sills thanked Mr. M ark Couch- 
man and Mr. Bill Manser, whose committee 
had organised the function so efficiently.

Dancing followed, interspersed with handbell 
ringing, some of which was tape-recorded and 
played back. ‘ Auld Lang Syne ’ and ‘ The 
Queen ’ brought to an end at 11.45 p.m. a very 
enjoyable evening. R. L. S.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD 
Learners Prominent in Leatherhead 

District
Ashtead was the venue for the autum n meet

ing of the Leatherhead District and about 50 
had a ring during the afternoon and evening. 
This included a  large number of learners of 
both sexes, for whom the ring of eight was 
highly suitable, though it was a bit o f a crowd 
for the small belfry. The Ringing Master, 
Mr. H. N. Pitstow, had a busy job seeing that 
everyone had a  ring, bu t rounds and Triples 
with an occasional course of Major kept every
one happy. i

At 4.30 the Guild’s form of service was 
taken by the Rev. G . J. Halsey (Rector), who 
also gave the visitors a warm welcome to Ash
tead. The lesson was read by Mr. J. T. 
Symonds, who combines the captaincy of the 
local band with that of choirman and church
warden. A sumptuous tea had been prepared 
by lady helpers in the Church School, which 
had even the choirboys stumped, though num
bers were up to expectations.

Mr. Pitstow presided at the short business 
meeting and praised the beginners for the way 
they handled their ropes—a credit to their 
teachers. In thanking the Rector for his ad
dress and use of the bells, he said he thought 
that ringers to-day were more appreciative of 
that duty to practise what they preached in 
calling people to church. Quite a large number 
of learners were elected.

DEDICATION
M ARSDEN, YORKS

The beautiful Church of St. Bartholomew,
Marsden, was nearly filled for the dedication 
on October 24th of the two new treble bells.

Weighing 4 cwt. 2 qr. 14 lb., the treble 
was the gift of the employees of John Edward 
Crowther (Holdings) Ltd., in memory of the 
late Phillip Dyson Crowther, the managing 
director of these well-known woollen mills, who 
died in a Leeds nursing home on October 19th, 
1953. The second, which weighs 5 cwt., is the 
gift of Marsden Parish Church bellringers and 
is dedicated to ‘ The men of this Parish who 
fell 1939-1945.’

The congregation was composed of ringers 
from  many towers from as far away as Don
caster and Wakefield, relatives of the late Mr. 
P. D. Crowther and of those men killed in the 
war, the chairman and Marsden members of the 
Colne Valley Urban District Council, and the 
staff, directors and employees of the Crowther 
group of mills.

The ring of eight was kept going by the 
visitors for an hour before the service, which 
was conducted by the Vicar (the Rev. E. L. 
Facey), who also dedicated the bells following a 
procession to  the tower from the sanctuary, 
and which included the four clergy, represen
tatives of the other Marsden churches and 
chapels, John Edward Crowther, Ltd., the 
Marsden bellringers, Mr. J. P. Fidler (of John 
Taylor and Co.), the churchwardens and full 
choir. After the dedication and while the 
procession was returning down the main aisle, 
rounds on the new ring of ten were rung by:
S. A. Jaine 1, D. E. Lodge 2, Miss S. Brown 3, 
J . Shrigley 4, J. A. Grace 5, S. Carter 6, H . R. 
Clegg 7, W. Hansom 8, D . B. Cater 9, J. S. 
Whitehead 10.

The lesson was read by the Rev. H . W. 
Facey, of Newfoundland, and the sermon _wa& 
preached by the Rev. H. Tuff, Vicar of Lind- 
ley.

After the collection, which amounted to  £27, 
had been taken by eight of the Marsden ringers, 
prayers and the Blessing were said by Canon 
Bellman, Vicar of Almondbury and patron of 
the living of Marsden.

Following the service the bells were ru n s  
until 4.30 p.m. The opinion was that once 
again the Loughborough firm is to be con
gratulated.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards the 
expenses of producing ‘ The Ringing W o rld ’ :

Personal.—Anon. 2s. 6d., N.S.T.G. 2s., XYZ 
5s.. W. A. T. 2s.

Peals.—Sherburn-in-Elmet Is. 6d., Hunsdon 
3s„ Newton St. Loe 3s.. Honiton 3s., Holywell 
Is. 6d., Solihull 5s., Itchingfield 3s., Urchfont 
4s., St. Bride’s Major 3s.. Higher Walton 4s., 
Bradford 2s. 6d., Finchley 4s„ Oxford 3s.r 
Stanwell 5s„ Dingestow 3s., Halse 3s„ Worsley 
5s„ Great Baddow 2s. 6d., Eardisland 2s., Don
caster 2s., Sowton 4s., West Stow 3s.

Quarter Peals.—Cape Town 3s., Fulham 2s., 
Yatton 4s., Melksham 4s„ Marsden 6s., Keymer 
2s., Wicken 2s. 6d., Holloway 6s., Lancaster 
4s„ St. Ives Is.. Fulham 2s. 6d., Benson 2s., 
Englefield 6s., East Claydon 2s. 6d., Hutton 
2s. 6d„ Walmer 2s., Woodbury 3s„ Rotherham 
2s. 3d., Greenstead Green 5s.

BETHN A L G R E E N . E .—O n Oct. 24tb. a t St. M at
thew ’s C hurch, 1.260 St-xlman Triples - G . H arvey 
(first in  m ethod) 1, T . H. Taflender 2, B. G . Moore:
3, J . A. H ales 4. F . R . L- Blewer 5, F . R anson 6. 
L . W . Bullock (cond.) 7. C . A. Hughes S\ Rung to. 
celebrate the 1.350th anniversary o f th e  diocese.

H EM lN G FO R I> ABBOTS. H U N TS.—O n Oct. 10th.
1.320 Cam bridge Surprise M ino r: M. D yer 1, F. W ar
rington (cond.) 2. G . D. W hitehead  3, G. L. Perkins
4. F . R . N icholls 5, H . S. Peacock 6. F or M atins.
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LETTERS TO
FIRST OF MAJOR AT EXETER 

CATHEDRAL
Dear Sir,—I would like on behalf of the 

locals and myself heartily to  congratulate the 
band on their achievement on the ‘ Grandisson 
Eight ’ at Exeter Cathedral on October 30th. 
Only those who know and understand the 
Exeter bells realise what a feat this was, bearing 
in mind that it took them three attempts to get 
Triples !

With my friend, M r. W. A. Theobald, I 
listened to the whole of this peal and, after an 
hour of settling trouble, the bells were sending 
out really excellent Major.

Special mention must be made of Tony 
Price’s efforts on ‘ Stafford ’ and the Pipes’ ring
ing of ‘ Grandisson ’ with their two ropes idea, 
and I listened with envy and awe to Frank 
H arris’s * spot on ’ treble.

A stunt? Yes! But how many peals aren’t? 
Such spirit keeps the Exercise alive.

To those interested here are the particulars 
of the bells: —

Fifth.—Pennington, 1658. 8 cwt. 2 qr. ‘ Pen
nington.’

Sixth.—Purdue, 1676. 10 cwt. 1 qr. 2 lb.
* Purdue.’

Seventh.—J. Taylor and Co., 1902. 18 cwt.
4 lb. * Fox.’

Eighth.—Purdue, 1693. .19 cwt. 19 lb.
1 Doom .’

Ninth.—Purdue, 1676. 28 cwt. 4 lb. ‘ Cob- 
thorne.’

Tenth.—Evans, 1729. 33 cwt. 2 qr. 11 lb.
* Oldham.’

Eleventh.—Purdue, 1676. 40 cwt. 3 qr. 19 lb.
* Stafford.’

Tenor.—J. Taylor and Co., 1902. 72 cwt.
2 qr. 2 lb. * Grandisson.’

Yours faithfully,
FREDERICK WREFORD.

Exeter.

TEN YEARS AFTER
Dear Sir,—Just over ten years ago you pub

lished a letter of which the following are ex
tracts :—

(i). There are obvious practical reasons why 
bells may not move more than one position in 
each change (but I ’m not so sure that I am clear 
as to why only two blows may be struck in 
any position when place-making).

(ii). Plain Bob Lead Heads. (The Snowdon 
series on Surprise methods (page 35) states: — 
‘ An investigation was made with a view to  see
ing if there were any other methods producible 
with similar qualities (as Superlative). Though 
there are several, many of these being doubtless 
excellent methods, they have, with one excep
tion. lead heads other than those of Plain Bob.’) 
Isn’t it artificial, therefore, to allow only Plain 
Bob lead heads when there are excellent 
methods not having them? Surely the method 
and its music should come first.

(iii). Why is it bad to have bells lying in
7, 8, in Major?

(iv). Why is it bad to have back-handed 
places?

(v). Why the seemingly artificial dividing 
of methods by place-making into Surprise, De
light, Exercise and Treble Bob, giving the idea 
that the former are the most complex when 
they’re not necessarily. And why the keen 
study of the first at the expense of the latter?

(vi). Why is it bad if the bells don’t  turn up 
a t the back in their ‘ natural coursing order ’? 
(And why this term—shouldn’t it be Plain Bob 
coursing order?)

This Tetter was written by one of the present 
members of the Methods Committee. As, by 
the recent action of the committee, he has ob
viously satisfied himself on these points, could 
he please now enlighten myself and the re
mainder of the Exercise?—Yours sincerely,

Windsor. W ILLIAM BUTLER.

THE EDITOR
PUBLICATION OF NEW METHODS

Dear Sir,—I should like to comment on one 
particular sentence in the Editorial ‘ Keeping 
the Balance.’ The one I have in mind said, ‘ It 
is to  our regret that we have been unable to 
publish all the compositions and new methods 
we have received.’ I quite agree that it would 
be impossible to publish all compositions that 
are turned out, and all new methods that are 
discovered (not composed !). I do feel, how
ever, that priority should be given to new 
methods which are rung to  a peal. If such 
methods were omitted, it could lead to con
siderable confusion; it might become possible 
for the same methods to  be rung in different 
localities, each being claimed as a  new method, 
and each being given a different name. So far 
as I am aware, however, y o u  have not omitted 
any such methods in the past, and I sincerely 
hope the sentence to which I have referred does 
not imply that you intend to do so in the 
future.

Relating to the need for economy in space, 
would it not be feasible for all methods to 
be published in place notation? This would 
result in a marked saving in space. To illus
trate this with an example, the method St. 
Wolstan’s Delight, published on October 15th, 
could have been printed in this form as 38x58, 
14x58x18x14x58x16 HL7. LE 4263857. Com
pare this with the space it actually took—17 
rows each of eight figures. To assist any 
readers who might not be familiar with this 
system, a short article could be written to  ex
plain it by any one of the many theorists who 
have used it for many years.—Yours sincerely, 

W. E. CRITCHLEY.
Doncaster, Yorks.

‘ RINGING W ORLD’ FINANCES
Dear Sir,—You were good enough to publish 

a letter from myself on the above matter, and 
I emphasised the necessity of spreading the de
ficit in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ accounts over 
the largest number of ringers possible, thereby 
reducing the cost per individual to about the 
equivalent per annum of two cigarettes.

While I appreciate M r. E. Barnett’s support 
fo r the plan, I must point out that he seems 
to seek to  deal with the problem by imposing 
extra costs on a certain section only.

M r. Pugh quite openly recommends the im
position of a 6d. fee on all peal ringers for 
each peal published, and he asserts that this 
‘ would be far better than making a levy on 
Association funds which are obtained from 
people like learners and Sunday service ringers.’ 
Well, well, M r. E d ito r! So now we know 
where our Association funds have come from  !! 
M r. Pugh has told us ! ! !

I wonder what the accomplished and ener
getic ringers who figure week by week in the 
peal records thought of that disclosure by Mr. 
Pugh. And how does one distinguish a peal 
ringer from  a Sunday service ringer? I have 
known hundreds of people who rang peals, but 
I cannot remember one among them who was 
not also a keen Sunday service ringer.

To classify ringers into sections of peal 
ringers and Sunday service ringers is impossible, 
and the plan I put forward of levying the vast 
sum of about 3d. per member annually on all 
affiliated Associations is the only sound and 
practicable method of ensuring the financial 
stability of ‘ The Ringing World.’—Yours faith
fully,

JOHN WILLIS.
Folkestone.

SHANKLIN TOWER
Dear Sir, — Shanklin tower was built some 

years after the church, and in order to avoid 
reducing the seating accommodation the  
buttresses came inside the roof and were 
gradually narrowed down till they finished off 
as a straight wall. There is also a cellar under 
the tower to  house the heating apparatus, and 
one of the four pinnacles serves as a chimney 
for it.

I learnt to handle a bell there at the age of
16 and well remember when sitting out during 
ringing feeling the tower lurch like a ship in a 
heavy sea. The original intention, I under
stand, was to have four bells, but a ring of 
eight with an 18 cwt. tenor was installed in 
two tiers. If  my memory serves me right, six 
of the eight bells swing the same way across 
the tower.

I noticed when I visited the tower last year 
that it had been reinforced inside the church. 
One peal has been rung on the bells. There 
was growing opposition to the bells before I 
left Shanklin, so perhaps the peal put the 
final seal.

Two years ago a student at Bishop’s College 
told me there was some talk of putting the 
bells in a ringable condition. I sent a dona
tion towards the fund which the Vicar promptly 
returned with the information that a large sum 
of money had been spent on the tower, and 
they were not thinking of doing anything about 
the bells. It is a great pity, as they are a 
grand eight.—Yours faithfully,

W. NEW NHAM.
Cheshunt, Herts.

COOKHAM BELFRY
Dear Sir.—It was with much pleasure that 

I read the letter under the above heading from  
P. Tocock. As a past member of the Cook
ham band, and having pleasant memories of 
the exceptional conditions that are met with in 
this tower, I would like to congratulate my old 
friend, John, on the latest addition towards 
the ideal that he has in mind. Here is to  be 
found an example of what a ringing chamber 
can be and, dare one say, should be.

It may be of interest to  mention the electric 
fan for use in hot weather and the electric 
heater for winter use. A very pleasan( homely 
touch is to be found on entering the room on 
Sunday. It is the vase of flowers on the 
table, and on occasion in other places as 
well. A custom at this tower is to  leave the 
bells ‘ up ’ continuously: and only rung down 
for the occasional periodical inspection.

It is a great joy to  the church officials to- 
know of the good attendance of the ringers 
at the Sunday services. I have known of full' 
attendance at Holy Communion at 7 a.m. after 
early ringing on festival days. Service ring
ing is always preceded by a belfry prayer.

Ringers who know John as branch ringing 
master of the Oxford Guild will remember his 
insistence on the importance of good striking, 
and can imagine what his attitude is on this- 
matter in his own tower.

GEO. H . HEAD.
Hanworth, Middlesex.

PEALS AT HIGH HALDEN
Dear Sir,—The peal rung a t High Halden, 

Kent, on October 13th, was not the first in? 
13 Minor methods for the Kent County As
sociation. A peal of Minor in 13 methods was- 
rung at Lamberhurst on November 26th, 1932, 
and is recorded in the 1933 Kent County As* 
sociation report, page 89.

When the summary of peals rung was pub
lished in the 1950 report, the omission of thi* 
peal was pointed out to  the officials, but no 
action has been taken to  include it in any later 
reports.—Yours faithfully,

A. RELFE.
Lamberhurst, Kent.
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LETTERS—Continued
MY GREATEST JOY IN  RIN G IN G

Dear Sir,—Although I  don’t think I  have had
* a greatest,’ all have been great joys to  me. I  
tried to express ‘ one of the greatest ’ in the 
article which appeared in * The Ringing W orld ’ 
—also a great joy—under the caption ‘ Church 
and State Ringing ’ (October 8th) and failed 
inadequately.

I have arranged a few peals. Early (his year 
I  set out to arrange another. I  was granted 
the use of the bells, then the ringers from  my 
home tower—including three in the peal at
tempt—visited the church on their outing: 1 
was not with them. Imagine my surprise when 
on the Monday following I received a letter 

'f ro m  one in the proposed peal to say he did 
not think it would be wise, or even possible, as 
the ropes were in such poor condition; also 
there were no ringing mats, nothing to sit on, 
and goodness only knows when the ringing 
chamber was last brushed out.

You remember the form er radio character, 
*Sid W alker,’ who used to  ask, ‘ W hat would 
you do, chums? ’ Now I ask you.

I immediately wrote to  the Rector, enclosing 
the ringer’s letter, which, to  a great extent, was 
supported by the other two I pointed out, 
however, that whatever happened—short of 
withdrawing the use of the bells—the impor
tance of the occasion of the peal—a compli
ment to  a very gracious lady—we should go 
for the peal.

The Rector passed the letter on to the 
honorary secretary of the Parochial Church 
Council. His reply was that they were shocked 
by the letter and its implications, in view of 
the fact that they had recently had the bells 
reconditioned and rehung at a cost of £600.

Despite the shock, the secretary was very kind 
and helpful, and a firm friendship has resulted. 
He said the ropes had been changed where 
necessary, some new ones had been obtained 
in case of emergency, new ringing mats had 
also been obtained, and the ringing chamber 
'  swept and garnished.’

The Rector and secretary of the Church 
Council met and welcomed the ringers, also the 
gracious lady chairman of the Urban District 
C ouncil; the local ringers also met and wel
comed the peal band.

Whilst all this was going on, one of our
* Ringing W orlds '  carried a splendid front 
page leader dealing with the preservation of 
bells and bell frames, etc.; it also mentioned 
the Central Council’s handbook on ‘ In
stallation, Preservation and Repair of Bells, 
Bell Frames and Fittings.’ I forwarded a copy 
o f  the latter, also a copy of ‘ The Ringing 
W orld.’ I  also forwarded, for their better 
knowledge, Ernest M orris’s ‘ Bells of All 
Nations,’ and his * Legends o ’ the Bells,’ and 
Nichols’ * Bells Through the Ages,’ and asked 
the Rector, the ‘ gracious lady,’ and the sec
retary of the Church Council, to change round 
after perusal.

Now, after all the trouble, I come to  the 
object of, I think, ‘ My Greatest Joy in Ring
ing,’ the letter of appreciation which I enclose. 
— Yours sincerely,

W. FRANK STENSON.
Crewe.
Note.—The letter to  Mr. Stenson contains 

the following:—
‘ I am more and more convinced that the 

deep joy which you all so obviously derive 
tfrom ringing, coupled with the sanctity of the 
belfry, makes an abiding impression on your 
characters and outlook towards life—or am I 
putting the cause before the effect? Is it your 
outlook on life which impels you to express 
;through the bells your joy and belief in the 
creation of all things beautiful? Whichever 
'i t  is, it has made a lasting impression on me.’

Q U A R T E R  P E A L S
A STON , B IR M IN G H A M .—O n Oct. 24th. 1,260 

G randsire Triples: B. Downie (first quarter) 1, Miss
D . J. Perrins (first ‘ inside ’) 2, A . S hort 3. R . C. 
Ingram  4. H . Y ardley 5, W . Pettigrew 6, E. J. Franklin  
(cond.) 7, A. H . Rainey 8.

ANSTEY, LEICS.—O n Oct. 17th, 1,280 Superlative 
Surprise M ajor : Miss J . K . E. H arris 1, R . Elkington
2, A . D isney 3, Miss J . M . Sim pson 4, R . F. Elking
ton  (cond.) 5, D. S. H arris 6,-G . H . Arguile 7, M. D. 
Staniforth  8. F irst quarter in  the m ethod fo r 1, 2,
4, 6 and  7. Rung} fo r the local band o n  the eve of 
the  festival o f  St. Luke.

CH EPSTO W , M O N .—O n Oct. 24th, 1,264 Plain Bob 
M a jo r : Miss P. Jones 1, M. K. King 2, Miss J. S. 
Evans 3, C . G . Bryant (first ‘ inside ’) 4, J. J . Sims
5, J . E. M organ 6, R. E. Coles 7, D . J. King (cond.)
8. A rranged fo r R . E. Coles, Cowbridge.

CLE W ER , BERKS.—O n Oct. 7 th , 1,260 Bob 
D o u b le s : M onica H oward 1, M. Purchase (first ‘ in
side ’) 2, D iana Spice 3, A . Bird (first as  cond.) 4, W . 
Butler 5, R . Purchase 6. R ung half-muffled in  mem
ory  o f M rs. Reavell, wife o f the people’s warden, in
te rred  on  the  sam e day.

CO W LEY , O X O N .—O n Oct. 21st, 1,260 P lain Bob 
M inor : Mrs. W . Hollow ay 1, L. Busby 2, M rs. L. 
Busby 3, P. Smith 4, M. H arding  5, W . H ollow ay 
(cond.) 6. F irst o f M inor for 1 and  4. A  farewell 
to  the Rev. N . Howells, w ho has left the parish.

F IN C H L E Y , M ID D LX .—O n Oct. 24th, 1,264 Plain 
Bob M ajor : Miss N icola Savage 1, A. R ichardson 2, 
Miss A nn G ower (first quarter) 3, A. G oodall 4, A. 
W arren  5, P . Blake 6, B. W illis (cond.) 7, F . Barker 8. 
Rung for Evensong.

FRO D SH A M , C H ESH IR E .—O n Oct. 17th, 1,260 
Stedm an Triples : Frances Bibby 1, W . G . Bibby 2,
F. Jackson 3, J. E. Bibby (cond.) 4. T. L ightfoot 5,
0 .  C laybrook 6, C . V alentine 7, H . M atthias 8. Rung 
fo r Evensong.

IN G R A V E, ESSEX.—O n Oct. 31st, 1.260 G randsire 
D oubles : Miss N. M. Jeffery (first quarter) 1, B. W . 
P arke (first quarter) 2, F . R . G oddard  (cond.) 3, J. H. 
Sitch 4. D . J. Crouchm an 5. Rung for the golden 
wedding o f M r. and Mrs. W . J. Edwards.

LE W K N O R , O X O N .—O n Oct. 1st. 1,260 G randsire 
D o u b le s : W . Fulker 1, P. W ilson 2, F . G odden 3, 
R . J. W ells 4, F . Absolom  (cond.) 5. E. M orris 6. 
F or harvest festival.

O X FO RD .—A t St. Ebbc’s Church, on Oct. 31st,
1.260 Stedm an Triples : W . H . Jackson 1, M. H . R . 
G lover 2, R . J. N ash  3. G . F. Jenkins 4, J. H . Sm art
5, D. A. Edw ards 6, D. H . N iblett (cond.) 7, J. L. 
E aton  (first quarter) 8. F irst o f Stedm an fo r 2 and  5.

PELSALL, STA FFS.—O n Oct. 26th. 1.260 G randsire 
D oubles : K. W illiams 1, H . Claridge 2, E. Claridge
3, G . Cooper 4. J. G regory (cond.) 5, M. Smith (first 
quarter) 6. A  message o f welcome to the Vicar (the 
Rev. John R . Bennion. B .A .) and Mrs. Bennion.

RO C H D A LE, LA N CS.—O n Oct. 22nd, 1.260 G rand
sire Triples : S. L. Parry 1. G. N ew ton 2, S. K . Taylor
3, W . Bam ford 4. J. Barlow 5, F . A ppleton (cond.)
6, H . D. Mills 7. H. H am er 8. R ung in honour of 
the visit to Rochdale o f  H .M . the Queen and the 
D uke of Edinburgh.

SH O RED ITCH . E .—On Oct. 24th, 1,275 G randsire 
Cinques : G. M cKay (first quarter on 12) 1, Mrs. 
C  J. M atthews 2, W . W illiam s 3, T. H . Francis 4. 
J. R . Lceming 5, A. P. C ave 6, F . E. H aw thorne 7, 
P. J. Coward 8, W . R . W interton  9, A. R . Ling 10, 
R . F . Deal (cond.) 11. E. F. W illcox 12.

SOUTH W O LD , SU FFO LK .—O n Oct. 24th. 1,360 
Plain Bob M ajor : A. W . J. Thom pson (first o f M ajor)
1. W . K errison 2. Miss M. Thom pson 3, G . A. 
Sutherland 4. E. J. Thurlow  5, C. J. G ibson 6, R . J. 
D arch 7. J . W . Blythe (cond.) 8. Rung for the service 
o f  dedication and unveiling o f  the new east window, 
at which H .R .H . the Princess Royal perform ed the 
unveiling.

W A LM ER. K E N T .—O n Oct. 24th, 1.260 G randsire 
T rip le s : F. R . Hawkins 1, Miss Monica Haw kins 2. 
Mrs. F. W . Lawrence 3. F . A. Rye 4, M. R . H awkins
5. F . W . Lawrence 6. P. J. Rye (cond.) 7, A. C. 
Rye 8. Rung fo r Evensong, also fo r wedding anni
versary o f A. C . Rye. and welcome home from  N ational 
Service o f P. J. Rye. A lso on Oct. 31st, 1,264 Plain 
Bob M ajor : Miss M. E. Stephens 1. Mrs. F . W . 
Lawrence 2. Miss Ann Vine 3. P. J. Rye 4, T . W ickens
5. F. W . Lawrence 6. M. J. Stephens 7, F . A. Rye 
(cond.) 8. R ung fo r Evensong, and also fo r wedding 
anniversary o f the conductor.

JOINT MEETING AT 
HILLINGDON 

Memorial to Mr. W. Honor 
Dedicated

The annual gathering of the Middlesex County 
Association and the Oxford Diocesan Guild 
took place at St. John’s, Hillingdon, on October 
23rd. The church authorities and ringers at 
Hillingdon regard this visit as one of the im
portant occasions of the year, and the service 
and tea reflected this mood.

The Vicar (the Rev. F . C. Tyler) conducted 
the service, during which he proceeded to the 
west end of the church and dedicated a ring 
of 15 handbells restored in memory of William 
Honor, who was for 68 years a ringer a t Hil
lingdon, and who died at Christmas, 1952. The 
bells, size 21 in D , are a first-class ring and will 
hang in the ringing chamber in a rack specially 
made for them by a Somerset friend. Im
mediately after the dedication some of the bells 
were rung in rounds by five of the local ringers 
and M r. H. W. Impey (son-in-law of Mr. 
Honor).

In his address the Vicar paid a wonderful 
tribute to Mr. H onor’s personality and his 
services to  the church and village as a  ringer 
and churchman.

Mrs. W. H. Coles and other ringers’ wives 
had prepared a very welcome tea in the Church 
Hall and over 70 persons plus the choirboys 
enjoyed the meal. In the course of the several 
speeches made, special welcome was extended 
to  Mrs. Tyler, the churchwardens, members of 
the Honor family, and the son and daughter- 
in-law of the late W. C. Parker, of Staines. 
And, although not mentioned in the speeches, 
there was another important visitor present, 
the daughter of Evelyn and Tony Turley.

The evening social, organised by Mr. W. 
F. Butler, Branch secretary of the Oxford Guild, 
was much enjoyed. The Middlesex men 
wrested possession of the cup from their Ox
ford friends by winning the annual handbell 
contest (no blood this time, much to the fans’ 
disappointment). Mr. Pidwell, a Pinner ringer, 
entertained with his violin, and the new hand
bells revealed their qualities in the tunes played 
on them by the St. Mary’s, Ealing, handbell 
ringers. Dancing and some novel games were 
also in the programme. There was some ring
ing on the tower bells, of course, both at St. 
John’s and St. Margaret’s, Uxbridge, with Mr.
F. T. Blagrove and Mr. R. Biggs, Ringing Mas
ters, in charge

SELBY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY
The October meeting of the Selby and District 

Society was held at Acomb, Yorks, where the 
newly-dedicated ring of six was put to good use 
during the afternoon and evening. There was 
a representative attendance. A short service 
was conducted by the Vicar (the Rev. D. Oxby 
Parker, M.A.), who, in welcoming the visitors, 
hoped they would pay another visit in the not 
too distant future. A bountiful tea was pro
vided by ladies of the parish.

A t the business meeting Mr. H . Morley pre
sided, supported by Mr. L. Woodhead (secre
tary) and Mr. F . Terry (Ringing Master). It 
was agreed the next meeting be held at Snaith 
and that no  dinner be held this year.

Mr. E. Hudson proposed a vote of thanks 
to  the Vicar, churchwardens and ladies for the 
arrangements which had made the visit so en
joyable. Mr. H. Walker said a local company 
had not yet been formed but sufficient old 
ringers were coming out of retirement and a 
number of learners were coming along, to en
sure that by Christmas there would be enough 
local ringers to man the ropes fo r each Sun
day service. Meanwhile the York Minster 
ringers would continue to  give assistance.

H. W.
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RINGING IN DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND
By the Rev. K. W. H. FELSTEAD

A  S in the case of their next-door neighbours 
of the north-west, Cumberland and West

morland, it is convenient to take the two 
north-eastern counties, Durham and N orth
umberland, together, but not for the same 
reason. In the former case it was because 
peal ringing was not very extensive, but in this 
case it is because of the close association of the 
two counties as far as ringing is concerned, 
not for lack of peals, for the Newcastle dis
trict has a very good reputation both for num
bers and variety of peals. The number of 
rings of bells concerned is not very large com
pared with some counties, but they have been 
put to  very good use throughout the period 
under consideration.

There were not many peals rung in the 
1880’s (about 20 in all), but things were getting 
quickly under way and in the 1890’s there was 
as much if not more peal ringing than there 
has been ever since. Thus at St. John’s, New
castle (8), no  less than 68 were rung in that 
decade, and a similar proportion to its total 
number a t St. John’s, Darlington (8). The 
great majority of towers record their first peals 
about that time also.

It is St. John’s, Newcastle, which holds the 
record for number of peals in the two counties 
—185. One hundred and twenty of them were 
rung before the first war. It is still the most 
popular peal ringing tower in Northumberland, 
for 27 have been rung there since 1946, but 
the present average is not as great as at the 
beginning of the century.

This is followed by Newcastle Cathedral, 
with 97 peals—37 being rung between 1892 
and 1914, 45 between 1918 and 1939, and 14 
since the war (only one in each of the years 
11952 and 1953 and none so far this year, which 
seems to point to a decline in peal ringing this 
last year or two—there are indications of this 
in other places, too). The Cathedral is the 
only 12-bell tower in the area, but afthough 
its total is approaching the century mark as 
far as the period under review is concerned, I 
fear there cannot be any celebration, for 
several early peals are known at this tower and 
the 100 has already been passed.

Third on the list comes North Shields (Tyne
mouth), Christ Church, with 88. The heyday 
here was definitely before 1914, for 60 of them 
were rung between 1881 and 1912; 25 were 
rung between the wars and there have been one 
each in the years 1951, 1953 and .1954 since the 
last war. This church is one of the five in the 
tw o  counties which have ten bells.

W HITLEY BAY’S ACHIEVEMENTS
Whitley Bay (8) follows very closely with 87. 

Most ringers will know of this famous tower 
connected for so long with the achievements 
of the Gofton family. It was a great pleasure 
to have the opportunity of a ring here at the 
Central Council meeting recently (as, of course, 
at all the towers we were privileged to visit). 
A t the beginning of the century there were 
only six bells here, but 12 peals were scored on 
them up to 1910. The first on the eight was 
in 1913, and the war doesn’t  seem to  have 
affected this tower much (least of any tower 
in the country, I think), for 21 peals were rung 
between 1913 and 1919. Thirty-nine were rung 
in the 1920’s and ten more up to  1936, when 
there was a silence for ten years. Five have 
been rung since the war, in the years 1946 to 
1949, but none since. The methods rung here 
(as at St. John’s, Newcastle, and elsewhere) have 
been amongst *the highest achievements of our 
art.

Bishop W earmouth (Sunderland), St. Ignatius’ 
(8), comes next with 79 peals. The period 
between the wars seems to  have been most 
popular here, for 62 of them were rung then. 
There have been six since 1945. A six-bell

tower follows closely—Holy Trinity, Darling
ton. Its total of 78 makes it among the leading 
six-bell towers in the country (for, as was said 
in the first article, only one of these has passed 
the 100 mark so far). Nine were rung between
1903 and 1910, then there ’ was a gap until
1926, which started a sequence of 32 up to  the 
war, and there have been 37 since 1945—the 
highest number of any tower in the two coun
ties. There were only two last year, however, 
and none so far this—another piece of 
evidence of the decline mentioned above.

Having given the chief peal ringing towers 
in the area, we now turn to the towers in de
scending order o f numbers of bells, as usual. 
The only 12-bell tower has been mentioned 
already. Besides Christ Church, Tynemouth, 
there are four other churches with ten bells. 
They are Gosforth, West Hartlepool, Stockton- 
on-Tees and Roker (Sunderland). As an eight- 
bell tower, Gosforth scored 29 peals between 
1901 and .1914 with two more just after the 
war. The first on the ten was in 1921, and 
there were 18 rung between then and .1932. An 
odd peal was rung in each of the years 1936, 
1948 and 1952. So peal ringing has declined 
here, too.

West Hartlepool shows three phases of ac
tivity. Its total of 33 is made up of 23 between
1904 and 1913, six from  1924 to 1932, and four 
from 1946 to  1951. Thus it was much more 
popular 50 years ago than now. Stockton has 
also had its ups and down. Four peals of Minor 
were rung between 1883 and 1887, then 16 on 
the ten bells between 1902 and J909, and four 
odd peals in 1924, 1931, 1953 and 1954 since 
—a total of 24 in all. Roker’s, of course, are 
new, and only two peals have been rung there, 
in 1949 and 1953. So much for the ten-bell 
towers.

CHESTER-LE-STREET
Several other eight-bell towers deserve men

tion apart from those above. First must be 
Chester-le-Street, which has the largest post
war total of peals on eight (and upwards) bells 
—31 out of a total of 62. This tower is now 
enjoying its best period in its history. Darling
ton, St. John’s (already mentioned), has 60, 
37 before 1914, 14 from 1921 to  1932, and nine 
since the war. Twenty-nine out of Gateshead’s 
total of 56 were also before the first war and 
there have been six since the last war. This 
completes all the towers with more than 50 
peals. Newcastle, All Saints’, which was de
stroyed by fire in 1946, had a total of 47 de
spite the fact that the last peal rung there was 
in 1912. Also in the 40’s is Bishop Auckland 
with 43.

As for six-bell towers, apart from  Holy 
Trinity, Darlington, Whickham deserves first 
mention, for 43 peals have been rung here. 
Twenty-three were rung between 1944 and 1953, 
but it has not appeared this year in the peal 
lists. The other towers which have reached 
double figures are Stella (23), Benfieldside (14), 
St. Peter’s, Jarrow (11, last peal 25 years ago) 
and Newbum (10).

One eight-bell tower has never had a peal 
rung at it yet—-Newcastle, St. Matthew’s. 
Three sixes are likewise unconquered—Hebbura, 
Newcastle, St. Andrew’s, and Corbridge. 
Neither are the only two five-bell towers in 
the counties—Sedgfield and Willington. But six 
out of 64 is a very small proportion and is 
another indication of the popularity of the 
Exercise in the north-east. May it long con
tinue to  flourish there.

DEDICATION OF GREENWICH 
BELLS

The restoration of the historic church of St. 
Alphege, Greenwich, where Thomas Tallis was 
once organist, and which was badly damaged 
during the war, was completed by October 31st 
by the dedication of the bells during Matins by 
the Archdeacon of Kingston. The bells, an 
octave from the Whitechapel Foundry in 1731 
and augmented to ten in 1734. have been re
cast by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank except for 
the tenor, a fine bell of 23 cwt., which was in 
good condition, and the ring rehung in ball 
bearings with iron headstocks. Whereas the 
old bells were mostly of poor quality, the tone 
of the new ring is excellent.

Among those present at the service were the 
Mayor of Greenwich and Mr. A. A. Hughes, 
of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry. In the course 
of his sermon, the Archdeacon likened the 
church up to that day to a patient recovering 
from a serious illness, but still unable to speak, 
and referred to the fact that the opening 
rounds after the dedication had been rung 
largely by a band trained by Mr. J. Dafters, 
steeplekeeper of his former church of St. Mary, 
Lewisham. After the service a quarter peal of 
Grandsire Caters was rung in 53 minutes by a 
band mainly representing different towers in 
the district, Mr. A. R. Ling, of Lewisham, very 
kindly standing out for a visitor. The ringers 
were E. B. Crowder (Eltham) 1. P. J. Spice 
(Bromley Common) 2, F. W. Richardson (St. 
John’s, Deptford) 3, E. A. Barnett (Crayford)
4, A. S. Richards (West Wickham) 5, G. H. 
Daynes (St. Nichholas’, Deptford) 6, H. W. 
Clark (Greenwich) 7, H. E. Audsley (conductor) 
(Dartford) 8, J. Freeman (Lincoln Cathedral)
9, F . J. Cul!um (St. John’s, Erith) 10.

A stone tablet in the belfry records a peal 
of Grandsire Triples rung right back in 1732, 
and the walls are covered with boards record
ing peals by other societies, such as the Eastern 
Scholars in 1828, down to more modern times. 
In many of the iater ones a famous ringer and 
member of the local band, Isaac G . Shade, 
ringer of 1,450 peals, took part, and in the 
opening rounds was the grand-daughter of 
another well-known London and Greenwich 
ringer, the late Harry Hoskins., The local band 
of their day was something to be reckoned with.

FORTY YEARS AGO
From ‘ The Ringing World,’ Nov. 13th, 1914

EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE 
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS 

ASSOCIATION 
On Monday, November 2, 1914, in 3 hours 

and 37 minutes 
At the Bell Tower 

A PEAL OF BOB CATERS, 5,040 CHANGES.
Tenor 31 cwt.

Frank Jinks ........................... Treble
James Hemming ...................  2
Frederick J. Johnson . . . .  3 

’ Joseph D. Johnson . . . .  4
Herbert Jordan ...................  5
Frank Cook ...........................  6
Frederick J o r d a n ................... 7
Henry J. Phipps ................... 8
Harry M id d le to n ...................  9
William W orkman . .  Tenor

Composed by J. Carter. Conducted by H .
Middleton

* First peal on ten bells. First peal in the 
method by all except the conductor. 

[Some 35 years were to elapse before another 
peal of Bob Caters was rung.]

BA TH FO RD , SOM ERSET.—O n Oct. 10th. 1,260 
G randsirc D o u b le s : J. W . Colgate 1. J. Sm art 2.
I . Colgate 3. M. Sm art (cond.) 4, A. B. Cannings 5.
E . K night 6. F irst quarter fo r 1, 3 and 5. For 
harvest festival.

BEXLEY. K EN T.—O n Oct. 24th, 1.296 Cam bridge 
Surprise M in o r: Miss J. R . C ox 1, Miss D . M . W ard
2, J. L. M orris 3, Miss M. R . Andrews 4, P . P . Brown
5. D . Beresford (cond.) 6. F irst quarter o f  Cam bridge 
fo r 1, 2, 4 and  5. R ung fo r M atins.
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OBITUARY
MR. ARTHUR A. SAUNDERS

The death occurred on October 14th at Black. 
Notley Hospital of Mr. Arthur A. Saunders, of 
Greenstead Green, at the age of 77 years. He 
■was well known in the Essex Association, hav
ing held the office of Northern District Master 
for several years before the war. Unfortunately 
ill-health had prevented him from taking an 
active part in ringing for several years.

Mr. Saunders’ peals number round about 
200; no record has been kept, but they include 
several of London Surprise. He had a reputa
tion as a very good tenor man, one of his 
greatest achievements being the ringing of Great 
W altham’s tenor to a peal when the bell was 
no t going too well.

Arthur cycled many miles for ringing and was 
always willing to help the young recruit. His 
cheerful outlook, in spite of his handicap, was 
a lesson to a ll ; his interest in the art never 
waned, and week by week he read every page 
o f ‘ The Ringing World,’ keeping up to date 
with all that was going on. Whenever the op
portunity presented itself at meetings near his 
home, he was brought along to sit in a chair 
and enjoy a pleasant hour or so amongst old 
friends.

So passes on another respected member of 
the ringing fraternity. May the ideals he so 
proudly taught and upheld be carried on by 
those who follow in his footsteps.

The funeral took place on October 18th at 
Greenstead Green. Several ringers were pre
sent, including Mr. R. C. Heazel (Master, 
Essex Association), Miss Hilda G. Snowden 
(Northern District Master), M r. F . Claydon, 
M r. W. Arnold and Mr. H. Sibley. In the 
evening a quarter peal was rung with the bells 
half-muffled. H. G. S.

MR. HARVEY WATSON
W ith deep regret we announce the death of 

M r. Harvey Watson, of Shouldham, Norfolk, at 
the age of 72. A member of the Ely Diocesan 
Association for several years, Mr. Watson was 
not a peal ringer but was very interested in 
various methods. He will be missed at the 
Branch meetings.

A t the Branch meeting at Terrington St. 
John the members stood in silence as a last 
token of respect to his memory.

At the funeral service Mr. F . C. Price 
(nephew) was the organist, and Messrs. A. V. 
Bowen and E. Barker represented the Ely As
sociation. Afterwards a short touch of Bob 
M inor was rung hulf-muffled.

In the evening a quarter peal of 1,260 Plain 
Bob was rung half muffled by the following 
members of the Ely Association: A. H. Bridges
1, W. W. Cousins 2, C. Cousins 3, A. V. Bowen
4, E. Barker (conductor) 5, Claude Cousins 6.

E. B.

MR. FRANK SLINGSBY
The death occurred on October 22nd of Mi. 

Frank Slingsby, captain of St. M artin’s, Cheri- 
to n , Folkestone.

Aged 82, he had been a member of the band 
since 1902, when he came to Cheriton from his 
birthplace. Aldington. He was the son of 
Charles Slingsby, famous as the centenarian 
ringer (‘ Ringing W orld,’ January 27th, 1939, 
page 54).

Frank continued ringing until 1951, when he 
became almost blind. He was able to resume 
after a successful operation for the removal of 
cataracts. A serious illness in 1953 again kept 
him  from  ringing and although he recovered 
sufficiently to  walk to service his weakened 
heart would not allow him to  ring.

A complete record of his peals is not avail
able, but he is known to have rung at least 15 
during the years 1925-1937, plus many quarter 
peals and 720’s of Grandsire, Plain and Treble 
Bob.

A band drawn from Cheriton, Folkestone, 
and Hythe towers rang the half-muffled bells 
in rounds for the funeral on October 27th. The 
service, conducted by the Rector (the Rev. 
J. E. Robinson), included the ringers’ hymn, 
‘ Unchanging God,’ and was attended by many 
parishioners and ringing friends.

Again in the evening fellow worshippers and 
ringers attended a special service of remem
brance after which 1,344 Grandsire Triples were 
rung half muffled by: B. Heppenstall (Wath-on- 
Dearne) 1, C. Swan (Hythe) 2. Rosemary Long- 
hurst (Newington) 3, Maisie Vantom (Lydd) 4, 
W . C. Chandler (Cheriton) 5, G. Pearson (Ash
ford) 6. J. R. Cooper (Ashford), conductor, 7, 
J. F. Soles (Cheriton) 8.

A peal of Kent Treble Bob M ajor was rung 
to  his memory by a representative band of the 
Ashford District at Cheriton on October 30th.

MR. HENRY J. MEADS
Ringers of Turner’s Hill and neighbourhood 

have suffered a great loss by the death on Oct. 
22nd of Mr. H. J . Meads.

Despite his increasing years—at 89 he was 
the oldest ringing member of the Northern 
Division of the Sussex County Association— 
Mr. Meads was most regular in his service 
ringing and in attendance for . practice.

He made no claim to ringing fame—indeed, 
for a  period of almost 50 years he ‘ dropped 
out ’ of ringing circles, but peal boards at 
Balcombe and in nearby churches point to his 
prowess in Minor methods during the latter 
part of the last century. Of these peals he was 
particularly proud of two rung in one day for 
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee in 1887.

When Mr. Meads returned to North Sussex, 
in retirement, he resumed his bell-ringing 
activities, and in 1952 rang in his first quarter 
peal for well over 50 years. It was at this late 
stage that he commenced * eight bell ’ work, 
and in February of this year was overjoyed to 
take part in his first quarter peal of Grandsire 
Triples, thus celebrating his 89th birthday. His 
ambition, following this, was to score a peal 
in the method—a wish which, unfortunately, 
was never fulfilled because of his ill-health.

So passes one whose example in regular ser
vice and practice ringing will long be remem
bered by all who knew him well.

Members from his own and neighbouring 
towers met on October 30th, and paid their 
token of respect by ringing, half muffled, a 
peal of Grandsire Triples.

I. B.

F o o t s  C r a y
Confirmation as to Foots Cray being the 

lightest ring of five comes from Mr. C. A. 
Wratten now serving in Vienna with the Allied 
Commission for Austria. He comm ents: 
‘ The bells are by no means a good ring. They 
have quite a long draught and are rung from 
the centre of the narrow aisle—the situation 
when ringing for a wedding may easily be 
imagined.

‘ In addition, the front three bells suffer 
from “ double striking ” due, no doubt, to 
over-heavy clappers. I have always maintained 
that this is the only ring of five on which it 
might be possible to ring an eight-bell peal ! ’

N O T I C E S  
S c a le  o f  C h a r g e s

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini
mum 3s.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
Young ringer in Scientific Civil Service will 

require single accommodation in the Stevenage- 
Hitchin area from the New Year. Offers of 
comfortable digs in either town or country dis
trict welcomed.—A. R; Agg, Greengarth Hall, 
Holmbrook, Cumberland. 5329

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
The address of Robert H. Begrie is now: 

Engineer’s Flat, Shamrock Villa, Pinewood 
Hospital, Wokingham, Berks. 5294

The London address.of Mr. W. A. Theobald 
is now c /o  1, Avenue Road, Tottenham, N.15.

HANDBELLS WANTED
W ANTED, set of 8, 10 or 12 handbells, must 

be in good condition.—Write, stating price and

Earticulars, to V. G. Phillips, 12, Vicarage 
ane, Steeple Claydon, Bletchley, Bucks. 5305 

A ring of 15 bells wanted for tune ringing.— 
Apply, Box 5319, ‘ The Ringing World,’ c /o  
Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Onslow Street, Guild
ford. 5319

PUBLICATION
CAN YOU CONDUCT or are you just a 

bob caller? Study ‘ On Conducting ’ by Wilfrid
G. Wilson, Is. post free. From  Miss P. J. 
Ayris, 10, Sherwood Close, Launton, Bicester. 
Oxon.

MISCELLANEOUS 
BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 

The rededication of Exford bells, after recast
ing and rehanging, will take place on Nov. 
20th a t 3 p.m. All ringers welcome. Names 
for tea, by Nov. 15th, without fail, please, to 
Rev. H. F . Warren, Rectory, Exford, Mine
head. 5279 

ALL future communications concerning ring
ing at St. Mary Magdalene’s, Holloway, to be 
addressed to : Miss Doreen A. Deverell, 61, 
Ashburton Grove, Holloway, N.7. 5295 

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —The Wit
ney and Woodstock Branch desires help for 
Sunday evening service ringing from any un
attached ringer. Details, please contact Miss 
Lottie Pimm, High Street, Eynsham, Oxford. 
P hone: Eynsham 222. 5322

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON SOCIETY
The permanent home tower of the 
Society is now St. Olave’s, H art Street 
(8). Weekly practices during term, Mon
days 6.30-8 p.m.. commencing Nov. 
15th. Sunday service ringing 5-6 p.m., 
commencing Nov. 21st. — G. McKay. 
Hon. Sec. 5334

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a set of 12, post free 
(minimum charge). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write separate copy in same style as peals.

MEETINGS
DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Chester

field District.—Monthly meeting, Morton (6) 
Saturday, Nov. 13th, 3 p.m.—A. B. Cooper.
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DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA
TIO N .—Eastern District. — Gateshead, Satur
day, Nov. 13th, 3 p.m. 5321

EAST GRINSTEAD GU ILD.—Hever
(6), Nov. 13th. Tea at Henry VIII. 
Annual dinner, Dec. l lth , Tunbridge 
Wells. Tickets 10s. Numbers limited1, 
early application with remittance essen
tial.—C. A. Bassett, 3, Pendrill Place. 
Wadhurst. 5244

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Meeting 
at Willingham. Saturday, Nov. ,13th. Bells (6) 3. 
Service 4.30. Tea 5.—R. J. Housden, Dis. Sec.

5305
KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Ash

ford District.—-Meeting, Nov. 13th, at Sellindge
(6). Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5. — 
W. P G. 5237

LADIES’ GUILD.-—Yorkshire District. — 
Quarterly meeting, Queensbury, Saturday, Nov. 
13th. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. All welcome. Please 

■bring own tea.—E. Dorice Kelly, Dis. Sec. 5255 
LADIES’ GU ILD.—Kent Branch.—Meeting 

at SS. Peter and Paul’s, Bromley, on Saturday, 
Nov. 13th, at 3 p.m. Service 4.30, and tea
5.15 p.m. All ladies welcome; gentlemen 
cordially invited—Miss J. Haffenden, Hon. Sec.

5267
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Furness 

and Lake District Branch.—Practice meeting at 
St. George’s, Millom, on Saturday, Nov. 13th. 
Bells (6) available 2 p.m. — N. M. Newby, 
Branch Sec. 5331

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern 
Branch, Lincoln District.—Meeting a t Branston 
{6) on Saturday, Nov. 13th.—C. Brown, 3, 
Altham Terrace. Lincoln. 5289

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Northern District.—Meeting Saturday, Satur
day, Nov. 13th, St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, 3.30-
4.30. Own arrangements for tea. Ringing, 
service and business meeting a t St. Matthew's, 
Bethnal Green, 6-8.30 p.m.—Bullock, Dis. Sec.

5271
MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION —Meeting at 

Westminster on Saturday. Nov. 13th. Ringing 
only — St. Stephen’s, Rochester Row', 3.30 to
4.30 p.m., and St. M argaret’s, 6.45 to 8.30 
p.m.—T J. Lock. 5281

OXFORD G U IL D —Reading Branch.—A 
quarterly meeting will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 13th, at Shiplake (8). Bells available 3 
p.m. Service 4.15 D.m.—N. E. Colley. 5272 

SALISBURY GUILD.—Dorchester Branch. 
—Meeting, Litton Cheney, Nov. 13th. Usual 
arrangements. — Hayne, Abbotsbury, Wey
mouth. 5269 

STOKE POGES. BUCKS.—Surprise practice. 
Saturday, Nov. 13th. Bells available 6 p.m. 
All welcome.—F. R . S. 5273 

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
■GUILD.—Winchester District.—Practice meet
ing, Stockbridge, Nov. 13th. Bells (6) 3. Ser
vice 4.15. Tea 5 at the Vine Inn. 5288

SURREY ASSOCIATION—Southern Dis
trict.—Combined practice at Bletchingley (8) on 
Wednesday, Nov. 17th, from 7.30-9 p.m. 5318

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 
YOUTHS.—Meeting, Saturday, Nov. 20th, St. 
Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, 4 p.m. Ship, Talbot 
C ourt, 6 p.m.—A. B. Peck, 1, Eversfield Road. 
Reigate. 5280

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Chew Deanery.—Meeting at Portishcad. Nov. 
20th. 4 o’clock.—Percy G . Yeo, Long Ashton.

5323
CHESTER DIOCESAN G U ILD .—Wirral 

Branch. — Meeting, Upton (Birkenhead). Nov. 
20th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 5 p m. Tea free 
•only for those notifying by 17th.—Alexander 
J . Martin. 19, Falcon Road. Birkenhead. 5310

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GU ILD (North 
Branch) and LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 
(Hinckley Branch).—Joint meeting at Coton, 
Nuneaton, on Saturday, Nov. 20th. Bells (10)
3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Names for 
tea to Mrs. D. E. Beamish, 21, Gipsy Lane, 
Nuneaton, by Nov. 17th.—J. L. G. H. 5326 

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Hunts 
District. — Meeting at Buckden (5), Saturday, 
Nov. 20th. Bells 3 p.m. Tea 5 o’clock. Ser
vice 6 o ’clock.—H. S. Peacock, Dis. Sec. 5324 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—Northern District.
— Meeting a t Sible Hedingham, Nov. 20th. 
Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4.30. Im portant:— 
Names for tea to J. H. Brett, 36, Brook 
Meadow, Sible Hedingham, Halstead, essential. 
No names, no tea.—H. A. Pratt, Dis. Sec. 5283 

GU ILD FORD DIOCESAN GU ILD. — 
Nomination meeting at Hersham, Saturday, 
Nov. 20th. 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and 
meeting in Church House approx. 5 p.m. Tea 
notifications by Wednesday, 17th, to J. F. 
Dodson, 19, Green Lane Avenue, Hersham, 
Surrey. 5313

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT G U ILD  — 
Meeting, Sedlescombc (6). Saturday, Nov. 20th. 
Names for tea by Nov. 17th to G . Billenness,
3, Grasmere Terrace, Hawkhurst. 5312

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
St. Albans District.—Meeting, North Mvmms, 
Saturday, Nov. 20th, 3 p.m. Bells 8. Service 
and tea.—S. Huckle, District Sec. 5332

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—M aid
stone District. — By-meeting, Harrietsham on 
Saturday, Nov. 20th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service
4.15. Tea 5 p.m. Names, please, to R. L. Sills, 
The Square, Wrotham. 5290

LADIES' GU ILD . — Midland District. — 
Meeting at Kettering (10) on Saturday, Nov. 
20th. Bells available 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea
5. Names for tea to  Mr. P. Chapman. 8, Ash 
Road, Kettering, not later than Wednesday, 
Nov. 17th. All ringers and friends welcome.

5317
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Rossen- 

dale Branch.—The next meeting will be held at 
Whitefield on Saturday, Nov. 20th. Tower open 
for ringing a t 2.30. Cups of tea a t 4.45. Meet
ing in tower at 5.30. Members and non
members are cordially invited. — J. Porter, 
Branch Sec. 5333

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — M an
chester Branch. — Ringing meeting at St. 
Peter’s, Ashton-under-Lyne, 3 p.m.. Nov. 20th. 
Cups of tea. 216 bus, Stephenson Square; 218, 
219, Portland Street. All welcome. — R. 
Benson. 5327

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD —Market 
Harborough District. — Meeting, Oadby, Nov. 
20th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 5 p.m. 
—L. W. Allen, Dis. Sec. 5320

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Elloe 
Deaneries Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Gosber- 
ton, Saturday. Nov. 20th. Usual times. Names 
for tea, before Nov. 16th, to J. E. Allen, 31, 
Quadring Road, Donington. 5284

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GU ILD.—Gains
borough District.—The next meeting will be at 
Saxilby on Saturday. Nov. 20th. Bells after
noon and evening. Service 4.15. Tea for those 
who notify me by Tuesday previous.—Geo. L.
C. Lunn, Hon. Sec., Crow Garth, Lea, Gains
borough. Tel. 2623. 5309 

LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH AS
SOCIATION.—Monmouth Branch.—Meeting, 
Llanfrechfra, Saturday, Nov. 20th. Bells 2.30 
p.m. Service 4 p.m. Tea and meeting.—J.
S. Evans, Branch Sec. 5291 

MARSDEN. HUDDERSFIELD. — Ringers’ 
Day. Nov. 20th. Peal of ten 1.30 to 8 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and official welcome
5 p.m. Whist 6.45 p.m. Dance 7.15 p.m. 
Names for tea (2s. 6d.) to D. B. Cater, 7, 
Lane Ings, before Nov. 15th, please. (No 
names, sorry, no tea.1 5306 

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION—S. and W. 
District. — South Ealing. St. Mary's (8), Nov. 
20th. Bells from 3 and after tea. Service 4.45.

Tea in Church Hall 5.15, followed by business 
meeting The Vicar of Ealing looks forward 
to meeting you.—F. W. Goodfellow, Hon. Sec.

5325
M IDLAND COUNTIES’ G U IL D —Meeting 

at Winshill, Saturday, Nov. 20th. Bells (6) 3. 
Tea 5.—J. W. Cotton. 5328

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— 
Western Branch. — Meeting. North Creake, 
Saturday, Nov. 20th. Bells (6) 2.30. Service
4.30. Tea 5, followed by business meeting. 
Numbers for tea to T. Owen, 'West Street, 
North Creake, Fakenham, by Nov. 16th.—C. 
Tovell, Branch Sec. 5330

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — South 
Oxon Branch.—A combined practice will be 
held a t Thame, on Saturday, NoV. 20th. Bells 
available from 2.30 p.m. until 8 p.m. All wel
come.—H. Badger. Branch Sec. 5314 

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. — 
Rutland Branch.—Meeting at Preston on Satur
day, Nov. 20th. Names for tea, by Tuesday, 
Nov. 16th. to E. E. Gibson, Estean, Thistleton 
Road, Market Overton, Rutland. 5270 

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD and 
WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD — 
Joint practice meeting between Salisbury and 
Christchurch Districts, Saturday, Nov. 20th. 
F;ordingbridge bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Tea, River
side Cafe, Fordingbridge, 5 p.m. Downton bells 
(8) 6.30 p.m. Notify A. V. Davis, 116, Alma 
Road, Bournemouth, for tea by Nov. 17th.—— 
Miss Y. Eloie and A. V. Davis. Hon. Secs. 5304 

SELBY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY. — 
Monthly meeting at Snaith on Saturday. Nov. 
20th. Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea (moderate chtarge) to all who notify Rev.
B. A. Ramsker, The Vicarage, Snaith, on or be
fore Nov. 18th.—L. M. Woodhead, Hon. Sec.

5316
SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD. — 

Newark District.—Meeting at Winthorpe (6) on 
Saturday, Nov. 20th. Bells 2.30. Service 4 .3 0 . 
Bring own food ; cups of tea available.—S. L. 
Barley. 52 6 4

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Southern Division.—Practice meeting, Keymer, 
Nov. 20th. Bells (6) 2.30. Names for tea, 
please, by Nov. 18th to C. W. Linington. 11, 
Queen’s Drive, Hassocks. 5287

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.—Gloucester Branch.—Dinner at Sara
cen’s Head Hotel. Eastgate Street, Gloucester, 
7 p.m.. Nov. 27th. Tickets 10s. per head. 
Limited to 50 seats. Apply early, enclosing re
mittance.—Lamer. 37, Green Lane, Hucclecote, 
Gloucester. 5315

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Newbury 
Branch.—Meeting at Kintbury (6), Nov. 27th. 
Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 
Names to G. White. 3, Queen’s Way, Kintbury, 
Newbury, by Nov. 24th. 5307

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD . — 
Northampton Branch. — Meeting, Kislingbury, 
Saturday, Nov. 27th. Bells (5) 3 p.m. Service
4.15 p.m. Names for tea by Nov. 23rd to G.
F. Roome, 31, Clare Street, Northampton.

5311
SURREY ASSOCIATION. — Northern Dis

trict.—Quarterly meetine. Barnes. Nov. 27th. 
Bells (8) 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5, in Church 
Hall. Kitson Road. Barnes. Names to Mr. 
Hollingworth. 146. Kew Road. Richmond, by 
Nov. 24th. Meeting following. Business in
cludes nominations for district officers, 1955. 
Richmond bells (8) available 6.30-7.30. — W. 
Parrott. Hon. Sec. 5307.

W INCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
GUILD. — Winchester District. —  Preliminary 
notice: The Annual Dinner will be held in the 
Westgate Lodge Hotel, Winchester, on Satur
day, Nov. 27th, commencing a t 6.30 p.m. 
Tickets (10s. 6d. each) can be bought from Mr. 
J. A. C. King, 29, Fox Lane, Stanmore, Win
chester. Tel 5525. 5293
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Rung at Rotherfield, Sussex, September 12th, 
1954. Conducted by the composer.

STO CKLAN D , D EV ON .—On Oct. 22nd, 1,260 
G randsire D oubles : E. Snell 1, C. W ebb 2, W . Baker
3, W . Sparks 4. W . W ebb (cond.) 5, C. Joyce 6.

MAKERS of FIN E QUALITY GOODS 
FOR OVER 200 YEARS

F o r your

Bell Ropes Cr Church Flags
write to

JOSEPH BRYANT LIMITED
95, OLD MARKET ST., BRISTOL 2

Tel. 24026.
Y our enquiries will be welcomed.

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

s. d.
ON C O N D U C T IN G ...................  1 0
COLLECTION OF P L A I N  

MAJOR METHODS ..  . .  3 6 
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI

TIONS (MAJOR) ...................3 0
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 

MINOR METHODS (Out of 
print)

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS ............................. 6

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND
BELLS ................................... 2 6

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major . .  6
Double Norwich ................... 6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise Major . . . .  6 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

W T T H  5̂ P  A R  a
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR 

OF BELLS, etc. (Out of print) 
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (New Edition) 1 2 
METHODS COM MITTEE’S RE

PORT ON EXTENSION . .  1 0

Post free from 
MISS P. J. AYRIS,

10, Sherwood Close, Launton, Bicester, 
Oxon.

‘ THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL M UFFLERS 

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /6  : : 4 to 6 bells 2 
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell 
Poleshill Cottage, Langford Budville, 

Wellington, Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

—

MUFFLERS :: RINGING MATS :: MATTING ::  FLAG LINES ::  ETC ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

* ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages; 
3 / -

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 
pages; 3 /4  

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages; 2/10 

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ 12th edition. 
Letterpress ,1954 reprint 3 /- .  Dia
grams 2/6 

‘ TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten.

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10

All post free on receipt o f postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

<
Q_

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD.
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks

BANKFIELD TERRACE, LEEDS, 4
Established 1833

Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

Printed fo r the Proprietors by the W oodbridge Press, L td ., G uildford, and Published by the Rolls H ouse Publishing C o., L td ., B ream s Buildings, London, E.C.4


