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A  V IN TA G E  YE A R

T A ST  October in one of our national dailies there 
appeared an article headed: ‘ There really is a 

boom in bells.’ The view was there advanced by one 
spokesman that the young- men in towns as well as the 
country were getting- a bit tired of the pictures and turn­
ing to bellringing as a new hobby with plenty of interest 
and physical effort.

Relatively few  young- people have forsaken the silver 
screen for pictures, but this we know, that 1949 was a 
year of great progress, and that where keen bands exist 
there has been a steady flow of young- people into the 
ranks of ring-ers.

It is, however, in the realm of achievement that the 
Exercise has had an unprecedented 12 months. Never 
before have so many peals been rung-, and the total of 
2,895 has never been surpassed in the history of change 
ringing. The monthly totals for the past thre'e years are 
a striking commentary on the progress: —

1949 1948 1947
January ... ... ...........  242 207 140
February ........... ...........  234 193 101
March ............ ...........  199 188 138
April .................... ... ... 232 253 180
May .................... ............ 214 234 201
June ... ... 209 177 161
July .................... ............ 199 184 137
August ............ ............ 249 231 170
September ... ... 238 177 167
October ............ 270 236 184
November ............ 251 334 349
December .-..........  368 225 246

Totals ... ... ........... 2,905 2,639 2,174
Tower bells ............2,527 2,365 1,953
Handbells ............ 378 274 221

W hile the amazing performance of- Mr. Harold Poole 
in ringing 143 peals in a year and the enthusiasm of the 
Bournemouth ringers in bringing round 118 peals ‘ in 
hand ’ accounts for a substantial number of the increase 
° f 256, it cannot be said that peal ringing was confined 
to a relatively few ringers. A large number of ringers

regard themselves as lucky if they can maintain an aver­
age of one peal a month. Very few bands can look back 
on the year with 100 per cent, success; in fact, it was a 
Striking feature of the peal tours of 1949 that only one 
company had the satisfaction of securing a maximum 
success. There is no means of checking peal failures, 
and we have no desire to compile such a list, but we 
know of cases of men who have gone well into double 
figures before securing their first peal of Stedman or a 
particular Surprise peal.

It is the many factors that have to be taken into ac­
count for the scoring of a true peal that add zest and 
interest to the Exercise. Success in peal ringing is 
dependent on others besides the individual— the conduc­
tor, the rest of the company, the mechanism of the bells 
and outside interference. W hile many young ringers 
feel , justly proud of being able to say, 1 I rang my first 
peal at my first attem pt,’ the many other influences out­
side the control of the individual lessen the glory o f the 
performance. W e know of ringers who, having rung 
their first peal, have had the mortification of being told 
the peal was false !

In analysing the record for 1949, tribute must also be 
paid to the skill and development of the mechanical side 
of ringing in the work of our bell founders. There is no 
comparison between the modern bells of to-day with those 
of 50 years a g o ; still less with those of 100 years. It was 
then a case of ‘ By sweat of thy brow . . . ’ W e know 
of ringers who search for bells typical of past generations 
and glory in their endurance. Ball bearings and other 
contrivances have added to the pleasure of peal ringing 
aind the popularity of the Exercise.

Another factor of 1949 ringing was that there was no 
special occasion for national rejoicings. The high Novem­
ber figures of 1947 were on account of the wedding of 
Princess Elizabeth, and those of 1948 were due to the 
birth of Prince Charles. The absence of any great occa­
sion makes the peal record of the year more meritorious.

Later we shall have available the records of the dif­
ferent Guilds and Associations. There is no question 
however, that the place of honour as regards numbers 
has been secured by the Leicester Diocesan Guild. They 
and their president will receive the congratulations of 
the peal ringing fraternity. It will be many years before 
the ringing of 100 peals in six months by an individual 
will be surpassed.
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TW ELVE BELL PEALS
SOUTHWARK, LONDON.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. AND LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 
On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 58 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C a th e d r a l  C h u r ch  o f  St . S a v io u r ,
A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  C I N Q U E S ,  5019 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 50 cwt.
Jo h n  E . C h il c o t t  ...Treble 
C h a r l e s  W . R o ber ts . . .  2
T h o m a s  J. L o c k  ............. 3
P h il ip  A . C o rby  ............. 4
E rn e st  C . S . T u r n er  . . .  5 
R ic h a r d  F. D e a l ............. 6

J o h n  P h il l ip s  
J o h n  H . C r a m p io n  
A l fre d  J . H ouse 
R euben S an de rs  
F rf.d k . E . C o l l in  
T ony  P rice

• 9 
. 10 

11 
. T en o r

Composed and Conducted by  C h ar les  W. R o b e r t s .

LEICESTER.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Jan. 23, 1950, in 3 Hours and 41 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C ath e d r a l  C h u r c h  o f  St. M a r t in ,

A PEAL OF YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAXIMUS, 5280 CHANCE8) 
Tenor 25 cwt.

‘ T erence  A . T h o r n b e r  Treble
J il l  P o ole  .............  . . .  2

+ D o r o t h y  M . U d ale  . . .  3 
tANNE B. St o c k d a l e  . . .  4

S h ir l e y  B u r ton  .............  5
§G e o ffre y  D o d d s  . . .  6

E rn e st  W . R a w s o n  . . .  7
J. F r e d e r ic k  M il n e r  . . .  8 
S idn ey  O . C h en ey  . . .  9
J o h n  R. S m it h  .............  10
H a r o l d  J. P o o l e ............. 11
W ill ia m  J. R o o t .............T en o r

Conducted by  H a r o l d  J. P o o l e .
* First peal 011 12 tower bells. t50th peal. J First peal of Sur­

prise and on twelve bells. § First peal of Maximus.

MANCHESTER, .LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

O n  S a t., Jan. 28, 1950, in  3 H o u rs an d  50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  T o w n  H a l l ,

A PEAL O F  PLAIN BOB M AXI MU S ,  5016 CHANGES;
Tenor 42  ̂ cwt. *

F r e d e r ic k  R . W il l ia m s  Treble 
A rth u r  T o m l in s o n  . . .  2
T h o m a s  W il s o n  .............  3
D a v id  V in c en t  .............  4
Alb e r t  F o r d  . . .  " ... 5
N o r m a n  H eaps .............  6

Composed by J. R e e v e s . Conducted by J o h n  W o r t h .
All are Master Masons, and it was rung to celebrate the installa- 

hn  of the treble ringer as W.M. of his lodge.

F r e d e r ic k  E . D ukes . . .  7 
P eter  C r o o k , se n . . . .  8 
E d w a r d  I d d o n  . . .  . . .  9  
P ete r  C r o o k , jun. . . .  10
J o h n  W o r t h  ......................  11
T h o m a s  R o g e r s  .............T enor

WOLVERHAMPTON, STAFFORDSHIRE.
PHE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sat., Jan. 28, 1950, in 3 Hours and 28 Minutes,
At the Collegiate Church of St . Peter,

A P E A L  O F  S T E O M  » N  C I N O U E S ,  5019 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 33 cwt.

H ow ard  H o w e ll  (St. Matthew’s, Walsall) ................... Treble
Edgar M arlow  (St. Paul’s, W ood G re e n ) ................... ... 2
Richard J. W a rr ilow  (St. M ary’ s, Stafford) ...................  3

‘ G eorge E. O liv e r  (Lichfield Cathedral) ...........................  4
Christopher W allater (St. Giles’ , W illenhall)...................  r;
J. Dennis H old en  (Christ Church, Coseley) ...................  6
Francis B ro th erton  (St. Peter’ s, Wolverhampton) ...  7
A lb ert D. C o llin s  (St. Luke’s, Blakenhall) ...................  8
P. G eorge G o ld er  (St. M ary’s, A ld r id g e )...........................  9
Kenneth W. K n ow les  (St. Bartholomew’s, Wednesbury) 10
Barnabas G- Key (St. Paul’s, Burton-on-Trent) ...........  11

(■Walter J. Cope (St. M ary’ s, Lichfield) ........................... Tenor
Composed by F redk. H . Dexter. Conducted by  H oward H owell.

*100th peal, t  First peal on twelve bells. The band represents 
twelve towers from the archdeaconry of Stafford.

TEN BELL PE M S
BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Thurs., Jan. 19, 1950, in 3 Hours and 25 Minutes, 

A t  th e  C a th e d r a l  C h u r ch  of  S t . M a r y ,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  C A T E R S ,  5003 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 25  ̂ cwt.
H arry  A n d e r t o n  . . .  6 . 

♦Jose p h  E . W il s o n  . . .  7
T h o m a s  W il s o n  ............. 8

♦ L a u ren ce  J. W il l ia m s  9 
♦ E r n e s t  J . G o w e r  . . .  Tenor 

Conducted by T h o m a s  W ils o n .

A rth u r  T o m l in s o n  ...Treble
*  J ames Sk eats  ............. 2
♦Jo se p h  A . T o m l in s o n . . .  3
♦ F r a n k  H eyes .............  4
•(•Arth u r  S w in d l e h u r s t  5

Composed by W . H u d s o n . M — --------  -----------------------------
* First peal of Grandsire Caters, t  First peal. First peal on the 

bells since recasting.

SOUTHOVER, LEWES, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 28, 1950, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes, . f 
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  S t . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  C A T E R S ,  5057 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor i7 cwt. ] qr. 20 lb.

♦R ic h a r d  H y d e  .............Trebu
A lbert  W . B o n d  . . .  2 

+ G e o r g e  P . E l p h ic k  . . .  3  
♦M aurice T h o m a s  . . .  4 
{ H erbert  S . Jam es  . . .  5

F r e d k . H . D alla w ay  .. .
F  r a n k  B e n n ett  .............
C h a r le s  E. J. N o r r is ... 
Ro b e r t  E. W . D a  w e  .. . 
H en ry  St a lh a m  .............

7
8
9

Tenor
Composed by E d g a r  C. S h e p p a r d . Conducted by F r a n k  B ennf.tt. j 

* First peal of Grandsire Caters, t  First peal of Caters with ‘ in­
side ’ bell. | First peal. First peal on the bells since being rehung 
by Mears and Stainbank.

EIGHT BELT PEALS
NORTHOWRAM, YORKSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Jan. 7 , 1950, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,

A t  t h e  C h urch  of S t . M a t t h e w ,
A P E A L  O F  C A M B R I D G E  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 16 cwt. 3 qr.
...Treble♦ N o r m a  B ic k e r d ik e

A l f r e d  S m it h  .............  9
♦ W illia m  W a r d  .............  3

M o lly  A m bler  . . .  . . .  4
Composed by T. B. W o r s le y .  

• First peal of Cambridge.

♦A l e x a n d e r  E . M a r sh  5 
♦R oy  B ettley -C o o k e  . . .  6 
♦Jo h n  W . G ib s o n  . . .  7 

E d w a r d  Je n k in s  . . .  Tenor 
Conducted by A lfr e d  S m ith . *

ASH, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 3 Hours and 17 Minutes, 
A t  thf. C h urch  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Parker’s Twelve-part.
♦ P eter N e w in g  .............Treble

E ilee n  S. W yles  . . .  2 
W il f r e d  S. P a l in  3

♦ T h o m a s  H . H olm es  . . .  4

Tenor 22£ cwt. in E flat.
♦A la n  B utler  ............. 5

W ill ia m  B o t t r i l l  . . .  6 
E d w a r d  J. W e l l s  . . .  7 
E . T h o m a s  E l l e n d e r . . .  Tenor

Conducted b v  W illia m  B o t t r il l .
• First peal of Grandsire Triples. The conductor’s 25tli peal for 

the Association and 25th toner in Kent.

DODDERHILL, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 3 Hours and 9  Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . A u gu stin e .

A PEAL OF SPIICEO SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES; 
Comprising 1,856 Superlative, 1,440 Cambridge, 992 London and 168 
of Bristol, with 111 changes of methods. Tenor 18£ cwt. .
J o h n  B ass  ...................... Treble G e o r g e  E . L a r g e . . .  . . .  5
T h o m a s  H em m ing . . .  2 C l i f f o r d  S k id m o r e  .. .  6 
W i l l ia m  B . C a r t w r i g h t  3 R e g in a ld  W o o d y a t t  . . .  7 1
S id n e y  T .  H o l t  ............. 4  T h o m a s  W . L e w is  .. .  Tenor
Composed ,bv H a r o l d  G . C a s h m o r e . 'Conducted b y  S id n e y  T . H olt. ;

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
New Installations • Repairs • Maintenance

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, Ltd.
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EAST HAGBOURNE, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 3 Hours and ro  Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF D0"R*.E NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANCES; 
J. W. Washbrook’s Six-part. Tenor 22 cwt. in  E flat.
♦H enry L . B is h o p  ...Treble * R obert  B . B lo n d  .. . 5

M argaret L . T utt . . .  2 
N oel J. D isere n s  . . .  3 

♦James G o r d o n  .............  4
Conducted by W alter  F. Ju d g e .

♦ First peal in the method.

F r e d k . A . H . W i l k i n s  6  
♦Be r tram  L .  J. B r o w n  7 

W alter  F . J u dge . . .  Tenor

ILKLEY, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 3 H ours and 15 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A PEAL O F  P U D S E Y  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R ,  5152 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 18 cwt. 3 q r .

♦ H a r r y  W i l d e  ..............  <♦W illiam  D ix o n  ...........Treble
♦ H arry D a v is o n  ............  2

E d w a r d  J e n k in s  . . .  3  
♦E r n e s t  B . B e t t s  . . .  4  
Composed b y  W .  B a r to n .

♦V e r n o n  B o ttom ley  
♦ F r e d  H o d g s o n  .. .

A l fr e d  S m ith  
Conducted b y  E d w a r d  J e n k in s .

...Treble
2

■■■ 3 
4

WARNHAiM, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Set., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r g a r e t ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES; 
Tenor 14 cw t. 2 qr. 11 lb.

7
Tenor

♦ First peal of Pudsey. First peal of Pudsey on the bells.

LYMM. CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 3 Hours and 41 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL OF ROCHESTER SURPRISE MAJOR 5056 CHANCES; 
Tenor 29 cwt. 3 qr. 8 lb. in D.

A le x a n d e r  J. W e b s te r  Treble 1 R a lp h  G . E d w a r d s  . ..  5
C y r i l  V a le n t in e  ... 2 | J o h n  E . Bibby ............  6
W a lte r  A llm a n  ...........  3 ' E r ic  J. G i l b e r t  ... ... 7

♦Frank V a r t y  ...........  4 James C. E. Sim pson ... Tenor
Composed by A . K n ig h t s .  Conducted by James C. E- Sim pson.

* First touch of Rochester. First peal in the method on the bells.

MELBOURNE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
• A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S S . M ic h a e l a n d  M ary ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANCES; 
Tenor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 24 lb.

D enis R. C a r l i s l e  ...Treble I W i l f r e d  H . B u x to n  ... 5
Joh n  F. W ilk in s o n  . ..  2 I F r a n c is  R. L o w e ............  6
R. A l l e n  H ic k t o n  ... 3 | H a r o ld  T a y l o r  ...........  7
W illia m  L a n c a s te r  ... 4 ' W il l ia m  A . P a r s o n s  ... Tenor

*'t*nl£ose^ by ^i*  ̂ P- H eywood. Conducted by W . A . P a r s o n s . 
First peal in the method ‘ inside.’

P.OLVENDEN, KENT.
THE HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD.

On Sat.. Jan. 14, 1950, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
.  A t  t h f  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary .
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANCES; 

■vW ashh i™ t’„ Tenor 16 cwt. in F.
♦+I.ESLIE W .  J a r v i s  . . .  5 

♦Wtm . A .  K i t c h e n s i d e  6 
F r a n k  H .  H i c k s  . . .  7  

{ L a w r e n c e  T .  P o p e  . . .  Tenor

Washbrook’s.
H elen G o r r in g e  
W illiam  G o r r in g e  
A s t h ir  j .  L e w r y  
F re d k . J . L a m b ert

,  „  Conducted by L a w r e n c e  T . P o pe .
together, t  First poal ‘ inside’ in the method. *

I* 31 m the method.

RT SHIRLEY, WARWICKSHIRE.
MARTIN S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  St . Ja m e s-t h e -G re at .

A P E A L O F  P L A I N  BOB M A J O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
•pr,- _  Tenor 6} cwt. in B flat.

c - S h e p h e r d  ...T r e b le  ♦ J oh n  S c o t t  ......................  c
T T . L l o y d  . . .  2 + G e o r g e  B ailey  .............  6
Ij T“ * *’ • H a r v e y .............  3 ♦ T h o m a s  A bb otts  . . .  7
C T u f f r e y  . . .  4 V in c e n t  A . H em m in g ... T enor

* P0ied bv Jo h n  C a r t e r . Conducted bv V in c en t  A . H e m m in g .
F,. . lrM P°al of Major other than on treble, t  First peal of Major. 
rir*t peal of Major as conductor. . .

B a r b a r a  M . H a r r is  ...Treble 
P e g g y  G . K it c h e n  . . .  2  
C h a s . W .  R .  G r i m w o o d  3  
H e r b e r t  J. E l d r e d  . . .  4

H . W i l l i a m  B a r r e t t  . . .  5  
G eo r g e  C . G o o d m a n  . . .  6  
R ic h a r d  F .  B .  S p e e d  . . .  7 
H erbert G . A n d r e w s  . . .  Tenor

Composed by H en ry  D a in s . Conducted by H e r ber t  G . A n d r e w s . 
First peal as conductor.

WICKEN, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J o h n -t h e -E v a n c ,e l is t ,-  

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S :
Tenor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 20 lb.

Heywood’s Transposition of Thurstans’ Four-part.
♦K . M ar y  C o w l e y  ( i j ) Treble G eo rg e  W . H o l l a n d . . .  5

W ill ia m  Y a te s  ............. 2 G e o r g e  F . B u r t o n  . . .  6
T h o m a s  E. R o ber ts  .. . 3 Jo h n  A. G reen  ............ ' 7
F r e d k . C . C a se  ............. 4  * P e t e r  C o w le y  (16) . . .  T en o r

Conducted by J o h n  A. G r e e n .
* First peal.

ROTHERFIELD SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Mon., Jan. 16, 1950, in 3 Hours and 13 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . D e n y s ,

A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R P ^ L E  BOB M A J OR ,  5088 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 23 cwt. 23 lb. in D.

S tanley  T. A. R ussell Treble W m . A .  K it c h e n s id e . . .  5
♦ T h o m a s  E . S o n e ............. 6
♦ R o b e r t  T .  L a m b e r t  . . .  7  s
tW iLiA M  R o g e r s  .............. Tenor

Conducted b y  T h o m a s  E . S o n e .

♦R e g in a l d  E. L a m be rt . . .  2 
A rth u r  F. L e w r y  ... 3
E r n e st  J . L a d d  ...........  4

Composed b y  D an iel  W o o d s . _ ________ I __________
* 75th peal together, t  First peal of Major in the method. To 

celebrate the 61st wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. E. Bishop. 
Also a 75th birthday compliment to Mr. C. Brasier and a birthday 
compliment to Miss V. Lambert, sister of 2nd and 7th ringers.

KIRKjBY-LE-SOKEN, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Jan. 17, 1950, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ic h a e l ,

A P E A L  O F  P L A I N  B O B M AJ O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;
P ritch a rd 's  F our-part.
U r b a n  ’ W .  W il d n e y  ...Treble
F r e d  O r r i s s  ..........................  2
W i l l ia m  A .  R o u s e  . . .  3 
W a l t e r  A .  S o u t h g a t e . . .  4

Tenor 9 cw t.
♦ G o r d o n  C l a r k e  ..............  5

E d w a r d  B .  S m it h  . . .  6  
E d w a r d  E .  D a v e y  . . .  7
R o n a ld  G . B u g g  . „  Tenor

C o n d u cte d  b y  R o n a ld  G . B u g g .
*  F irst peal. F irst peal as con du ctor. F or  th e  10th  anniversary o f  

R ev . J .  W . T hom as as V ic a r  o f  the  parish.

B IR M IN G H A M .
ST. M A R T IN ’S  G U IL D  F O R  T H E  D IO CE SE  O F B IR M IN G H A M . 

O n  W e d ., Jan. 18, 1950, in  2 H o u rs an d  58 M in u tes,
A t  B is h o p  R y d e r ’ s C h u r c h ,

A P E A L  O F  B R I S T O L  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R .  5088 C H A N G E S ;
. T en or 12 cw t. 3 qr. 24 lb . in  F  sharp.

♦ J o h n  S c o t t  ............. ...T r e b le  I ’ S id n e y  O  C ’ .H o l l o w a y  5
0 ". W lt.rjAM C r i t c h l e y . . .  2 I J o h n  P i n f o l d  ............. 6

♦ T e r rV R ; H a m p to n  .. .  3 I ♦A rth u r  V . P e a r s o n  . . .  7
H e n r y  H . F e a r n ............. 4 G e o r g e  E . F e a r n  . . .  T en o r

C om p osed  b y  T h o s . B . W o r sl e y . C o n d u cte d  b y  G . W . C r it c h l e y .
♦ F irst peal in  the  m ethod .

Q U O R N . L E IC E ST E R SH IR E .
T H E  L E IC E ST E R  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .

O n W ed ., Jan. 18, 1950, in  2 H o u rs an d  45 M in u tes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . B a r t h o l o m e w ,

A  P E A L  OF Y O R K S H IR E  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N C E S ;  
T enor 14i  cw t.

G . S ta n le y  B r e w in  ...T r e b le  ] S h i r l e y  B u r t o n  ............. 5
P aul L . T aylo r  .............  2 P eter  J. S t a n if o r t h  . . .  6
D o r o t h y  M . U d a l e  . . .  3 I A l a n  J acques . . .  7
J o h n  R . S m ith  ............. 4 H a r o l d  J. P o o l e .............T enor

C om p osed  b y  E . W . T ip l e r . C o n d u cte d  b y  P e t e r  J. S t a n i f o r t h .
First Deal in the m ethod  as con du ctor. A  farew efi to  the ringer 

o f  the 7th on leaving  t o  jo in  H .M . Forces.
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QUEENSBURY, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On F ri., Jan. 20, 1950, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  of  t h e  H o ly  T r in it y ,

A P E A L  OF B E L C R A V E  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N C E S ;  
Tenor 14 cwt. 3 qr.

♦ P aul B irkf.tt  ...........Treble
♦Sam L o n g b o t t o m  . . .  2 

E d w a r d  Je n k in s  . . .  3
M o l l y  A m bler  .............  4

Composed b y  H . W. W il d s .

H ar ry  W i l d e ......................  5
V e r n o n  B o ttom ley  . . .  6
F red  H o d g s o n  > .............  7
F re d  D unkerley  . . .  Tenor 

C o n d u cte d  b y  F r e d  D u n k e r le y .
* First peal of Belgrave. First peal of Belgrave as conductor.

SURFLEET, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On F ri., Jan. 20, 1950, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . L a w r e n c e ,

A P E A L  O F  FL/ ' IN BOB M AJ O R,  S0S6 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 12 cwt. 9 lb.

M r s . F r a n k  I. H a ir s  ...Treble i M a u rice  B e n n e t t  ............  5
Jo h n  S . A l l e n  ............  2 | C y r il  W an d e r  ............  6
M r s . A . R ic h a r d s o n  ... 3 1 J o h n  G. A m es ............  7
F r a n k  I. H a ir s  ............  4 S t a n le y  E. B e n n e tt  . . .  Tenor
Composed by J. R. P r i t c h a r d .  Conducted by S ta n . E. B e n n e tt . 

In memoriam Rupert Richardson.

BANSTEAD, SURREY.
* THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in  3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A P E A L  OF B A N S T E A D  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R ,  5024 C H A N C E S ;  
Tenor 21£ cwt.

H a r r y  J . Sm e r d o n  ...Treble
Jil l  R . B r it t a in  .............  2
D e n is  N . L a y t o n ............. 3
D a v id  E. P a r so n s  . . .  4

N o r m a n  H o b d e n  . . .  
A lbert  J. A d am s .. .  
A lbert  E . C h eesm a n  
H ar o ld  N . P i t s t o w

: I
. Tenor

Composed by D. N. L a yto n . Conducted by H a r o l d  N. P i t s t o w .
The first peal to be rung in this method. A birthday compliment 

to the Vicar, the Rev. Canon F. N. Skene, M.A.

BEAMINSTER, DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 2 1 , 1950, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hu r ch  o f  S t . M ar y ,

A P E A L  O F  S T E D M A N  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Heywood’s Transposition.

R o g e r  K eeley  .............Treble
C u th bert  W . H . P o w e l l  2 

♦A rth u r  J. S c o tt  . . .  3 
G e o r g e  H. W h it e m o r e  4

T en or 26^ cw t. 
H en ry  G . K e e le y  5 

t J o se p h  T . B a r r e t t  . . .  6  
G. St e d m a n  M o r r i s  . . .  7 

♦Cecil  P o o le  .............Tenor
Conducted by G . S t ed m an  M o r r is .

* First peal of Triples, t  First peal of Stedman Triples on a work­
ing bell.

BROMBOROUGH, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 20 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . B ar n ab as ,

A P E A L  O F  P L A I N  BOB M AJ O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 24 cwt. in E flat.

C h ar les B . P e m be rto n  Treble 
A le x a n d e r  J. M a r t in . . .  2 
R o bert S . F. P. H arris 3 

♦H . St e w a r t  B ailey  . . .  4
Composed by J. R . P r it c h a r d .

E r n e st  L. H u m ph r iss  5 
+ D e r e k  P ar r y  . . .  . . .  6

J o se p h  G o d d a r d .............  7
F r a n k  T. P a r r y .............Tenor

Conducted b y  F r a n k  T .  P a r r y .
♦ First peal av; ay from the treble, t First peal of Major. First 

peal of Major as conductor. A compliment to Mr. and Mrs. D. 
Parry on their first wedding anniversary. Also a birthday compli­
ment to Mary Parry and Mrs. D. Parry.

COLESHILL, WARWICKSHIRE.
ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  S S . P eter a n d  P aul,

A  P E A L  OF Y O R K S H IR E  S U R P R IS E  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N C E S ;  
Tenor 14 cwt. (approx.).

K e it h  T .  T a y l o r .............Treble I H e n r y  H. F e a r n .............  5
G . W il l ia m  C r it c h i.e y . . .  2 A rth u r  V. P e a r s o n  . . .  6 
Jo h n  P in f o l d  . . .  . . .  3 | A rth u r  P r it c h a r d  . . .  7
F r a n k  E. H a y n e s .............  4 G e o r g e  E. F e a rn  . . .  Tenor
Composed by C. J. S e d g le y . Conducted by G e o r g e  E. F e a r n .

i FLIXTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  of S t . M ic h a e l ,'

A  P E A L  OF DOUBLE NORWICH C O U R T  BOB M A J O R ,  5184 CH A N CE S ;  
Tenor 16 cwt.

| ♦A l la n  G . C l a r k e  
j  M ary  W a l s h a w  ., 
j  + A r th u r  H ibbert  
I C h a r l e s  C l e g g  ..

...Treble
2

— 3 
4

I v a n  K ay .............
{ R o g e r  L e ig h  

S teph e n  L l . P ar ry  
§Tack  C l e g c  .............

‘  5 
. 6
■ 7 

Tenor
C om p osed  b y  J. W . W a s h b r o o k . C o n d u cte d  b y  Ja c k  C legg .

* First peal of Major, t  First peal in the method. J 100th peal. 
§ 50th peal. First peal in the method as conductor.

GRAPPENHALL, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . W il f r id ,

A P E A L  O F  L O N D O N  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R,  5024 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 12£ cwt. in F sharp.

L este r  L . G ra y  .............Treble
Julia  M. P r e st o n  
W alte r  A llm an  
J o h n  E. B ibby

Composed by G. L in d o f f .

F r a n k  V arty  .............
R alph  G . E d w a r d s  
E r ic  J. G ilb e r t  . . .  
J am es C. E . S im p s o n

■ S
. 6
■ 7
. Tenor

Conducted b y  Jam es C. E. S im p so n .
First peal in the method on the bells.

MORECAMBE, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  t h e  H o ly  T r in it y ,

A P E A L  O F  P L A I N  BOB M A J O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;  
Tenor 10 cwt.

..Treble G eo r g e  E. B r a it h w a it e  
H erbert  S. P alm er  . . .

♦ D o r o t h y  S c h o f ie l d  
+ F re d  S c h o f ie l d  . . .  

B etty  S ch o f ie l d  
J o h n  B ag n a ll

♦R e v . A l fr e d  H o d g s o n  7 
Jam es  E . B u r l e s .............Tenor

Composed by G e o r g e  W il l ia m s . Conducted by J ames E . B urles.
• First peal, t  First peal * inside.’ A 70th birthday compliment to 

Mr. Herbert S. Palmer.

MOSSLEY, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  S t . G e o r g e ,

A P E A L  O F  P L A I N  BOB M A J OR ,  5024 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor 12 cwt 1 qr. 14 lb.

Jo h n  W alm sle y  . . .  Treble
♦G e r a ld  D are  .............  2 v

D e r e k  O g d e n  .............  3
H a r o l d  A r m ste a d  . . .  4

Composed by N o lan  G o l d e n .

+ F r e d  P r it c h a r d  .. . 5
V e r n o n  S ykes ............. 6
Se i.w y n  D ea rd en  . . .  7
P h il ip  T o co ck  ...........Tenor
C o n d u cte d  b y  P h i l ip  T o c o c k .  

♦ 25th  peal, t  F irst peal. C ontains all 7.6.4.8’ s and 7.4.6.8’ s  at 
course-ends.

N O R T O N -L E -M O O R S, S T A F F O R D S H IR E .
T H E  N O R T H  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N .

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . B a r t h o l o m e w ,

A PEAL OF K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;  
Tenpr 12J cw t.

♦ W il l ia m  C o r f ie l d  ...Treble ♦ W illia m  C . L a w r e n c e  5 
♦S amuel B . B ailey  . . .  2 C h ar les  S . R yles  . . .  6

+ F r a n k  T r in e r  ............. 3 A lban  J. J ack  .............  7
♦ {O w e n  W il l ia m s  . . .  4  ♦Jam es W alley  .............Tenor
C om p osed  b y  T . D a y . C o n d u cte d  b y  C h a r le s  S . R y le s .

♦ F irs t  peal on  e igh t bells, t F ir s t  peal o f  M a jor  ‘ in side.’ {F ir s t  
peal w ith  an ‘ inside * bell. F irst peal o f  M a jor as con du ctor. First 
peal on  the  bells  since be in g  augm ented to  eight.

B A R T H O M L E Y , C H E S H IR E .
T H E  C H E S T E R  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .

On Sun., Jan. 22, 1950, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . R e r t o l in e ,

A PEAL  OF G R A N D S IR E  TR I PLES,  5040 CHANG ES;  
G rove ’s V aria tion .
♦B er yl  S k e r r a t t  ...Treble 

Jo h n  B r a s s in g t o n  . . .  2
E ric B. A l l m a n  ............. 3
R e g in a l d  R o w l e y  . . .  4

Tenor 13 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lb. in E.
tC.EORGE ASTBURY

Jo h n  T im m s  .. .
A rth u r  A llm a n  
G e o r g e  M eade

5
... 6

7
... Tenor

Conducted b y  A r t h u r  A llm a n .
♦First peal, t  First peal ‘ inside.’ A birthday compliment to 

Mrs. A. Allman, wife of the conductor.
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SIX BELL PEALS
ALDRIDGE, STAFFORDSHIRE.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 
On Sat.. Jan. 7, 1950, in 2 Hours- and 35 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M a r y ,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB DOUBLES,  5040 CHANGES;  

Being 42 six-scores, four callings. Tenor 8 cwt.
Barry J. P e r k in s  (14 ) ...Treble 
W illiam A. H u m p h reys  2 
John F. H um phreys . . .  3 J

P . G e o r g e  G o l d e n  . . .  4
J o h n  A . B u c k l e y ............. 5
W illia m  F . P e r k in s  ... Tenor

C o n d u cte d  b y  P. G e o r g e  G o l d e n .
First peal by all the band except the conductor. First peal of Bob 

Doubles as conductor. First peal on the bells by a local band.

BUCKNALL, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 7 , 1950, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r ch  of  S t . M ar y ,

A PEAL OF M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;
Being one extent each of Ipswich and Cambridge Surprise, OSford 
and Kent Treble Bob, Double Court, Single Oxford and Plain Bob. , 

Tenor 10 cwt.
♦ R onald  B a r lo w  ... 
♦Arthur P ea k e  
tM a rg a re t  F la c k e t t

...Treble ♦ F r e d k . E . W i ls h a w . . .  4 
♦ C h a r le s  H. P a g e  ... 5 

F r e d k . \Vm . G r o c o t t . ..Tenor
C on d u cted  by F r e d e r ic k  W il l ia m  G r o c o t t .

♦ First peal in seven methods, t First peal in seven methods ‘ in­
side.’

EASTWELL, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Comprising one extent each of Durham Surprise, Cambridge Sur- j 
prise, Oxford and Kent Treble Bob, St. Clement’s, Plain Bob and 
Double Bob, each called differently. Tenor 13 cut. j

P ercy P age  ......................Treble I K rf.d k . G . H uckstepp .. . 4
♦ W ilfr e d  W . R in g  .. . 2 \ T h o s .  C u l l in g w o r t h  .. .  5 
♦ P eter D. H u ck ste p p  .. . 3 M a r k  S . L a n c e f i e ld  ... Tenor

C o n d u cte d  by M a r k  S . L a n ce fie ld .
♦ First peal in seven methods.

RIPPLE, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  St . M a r y ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Being 42 six-scores, with ten different callings. Tenor 13 cwt. I

F.rxf.st W il s o n  .............Treble | C y r il  T ansf.l l  .............  4
Charles Haylings ... 2 T e n n is  R. M orris  ... 5

♦ G eorge  A m p le r  .............  3 I W i l l ia m  R a n f o r d  .. .  Tenor \
C o n d u cte d  by C y r il  T a n se ll .

♦ First peal of Grandsire Doubles. Firsl peal of Grandsire Doubles 
as conductor.

HELMDON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On W ed., Jan. 18, 1950, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary  M a g d alen e , 

a PEAL O F  L O N D O N  S U R P R I S E  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S :  
Being sevSn different extents. Tenor 10J cwt.

Cecii. H in t o n  ...........Treble
G eorge  F . B urton  . . .  2 

W illiam  J . C h e s t e r  .. .

M ontague S au nders  .. . 4
E rn e st  L in e s  .............  5
W il l ia m  Y ates .............Tenor

C on d u cted  b y  W illia m  Y a te s .
First peal of Surprise. First peal in the method by all the band. 

First peal of Surprise on the hells. Believed to be the first peal of 
London Minor to be rung in the Peterborough Diocese.

SILK WILLOUGHBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., Jan. 19, 1950, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . D e n y s ,

A PEAL OF PLA IN BOB M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;  
seven 720’s. Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 8 lb. in A.Bein;

♦Joan W r ig h t  
"M ary Sm ith  
James W . H a w

...Treble
2

. . .  3
Conducted by Jam es H. M u s s o n . 

First peal of Plain Bob.

♦ H en ry  P. C o l l in  . . .  4
D e n i s . F r it h  ............. 5

♦James H . M u s s o n  . . .T e n o r

GILLETT 

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

CROYDON

Founders of the newly 
recast Ring of Eight 
at HOLSW ORTHY  

CHURCH, DEVON

Including the manufacture of 
the special 

ELECTRO - PNEUMATIC 
C A R IL L O N  6? T U N E  
PLAYING MECHANISM

M U S IC A L  H A N D B E L L S  S U P P L I E D  

A N D  E X I S T I N G  S E T S  O V E R H A U L E D

T O W E R  C L O C K  
MANUFACTURERS

•

Telephone: Thornton Heath 3 2 2 1 - 2 - 3
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DUNHOLME, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On F ri., Jan. 20, 1950, in 2 Hours and 32 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . C h a d ,

A PEAL OF M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;
B ein g three  extents of P la in  Bob and two each  of K en t and Oxford 
Treble Bob, each called differently. Tenor 10 cwt.

[Geoffre y  R. P a r k e r  ...Treble I R obert W . P a r k e r  . . .  4 
^ M ar ga ret  A . S w a n n  . . .  2 | O w e n  A. N e e d h a m  . . .  5

J ack  L . M illh o u se  . . .  3 Jo h n  E. C o o k  .............Tenor
C o n d u cte d  b y  G eo ffre y  R . P a r k e r .

♦First peal of Minor ‘ inside.’ First peal as conductor.

BENHALL, SUFFOLK.
■THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 21 , 1950, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL OF M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;
Being two 720’s each of Kent Treble Bob, two 720’s of Oxford Treble 

Bob and three of Plain Bob, each 720 called differently.
G. L in g , jun . ...TrebleA.

F.
A.

S h a w  ...........................  2
A. L in g  ...................  3

Conducted by 
* First peal of Minor.

A.
A

*E.
G.

S m ith  
S . P ip e  
S t e w a r d  . 
L in g , jun .

... 4
••• S 
... Tenor

CHIPSTARLE, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  A ll  S a in t s .

A PEAL OF  M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;  
four 720’s of Kent Treble Bob and three of Plain Bob. 

Tenor 8 cwt.
A lb e r t  T u r n e r  .............Treble I C la u d e  T a r r  ......................  4

S m it h  .............  2 G e o r g e  S pa r k e s  .............  5
P urch ase  ............. 3 I E d g a r  Q uicke .............Tenor

Conducted b y  E d g a r  Q u ic ke .
A farewell to the Rev. W . F. Brimson.

Being

S ydn ey
H arry

COPT OAK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St. P ete r ,

A PEAL OF  S P L IC ED  M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;
Comprising 720’s of (1) Plain Bob, Double Bob, Reverse Bob, St. 
Clement’s, Childwall, Double Oxford, Thelwall, College, Wavertree, 
London Bob, Lytham, Canterbury and Fulbeck, (2) Hereward, Single 
Oxford, Single Court and Double Court, (3) London Surprise, (4) 
Chester and Munden Surprise, (5) Surfleet and Beverley Surprise, 

(6) Kent and Oxford Treble Bob, (7) Cambridge Surprise. 
Tenor 10 cwt.

S tan ley  R . G a r d n e r  ...Treble 
Samuel A . M a r t in  .. . 2 

C- W il l ia m  H a l l ............. 3

J o h n  A . U n d e r w o o d  . . .  4 
J ames W . B o w l e y  . . .  5 

R o la n d  B e n is t o n  . . .  Tenor
Conducted by R o la n d  B e n is to n .

First peal in 25 Minor methods by all the band and for the Guild.

GOSBERTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. P e t e r  a n d  P a u l,
A  P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being two extents each of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob and three of 
Plain Bob. Tenor 17 cwt. 2 qr. 7 lb.
♦•Fred P a yn e  .....................Treble tC . H a r o l d  W h i t t o n . . .  4

G . D u lc ie  R o b in s o n  . ..  2 C y r il  W a n d e r  ............  5
W . A l l e n  R ic h a r d s o n  3 H orace  B e n n e tt  . . .  Tenor

Conducted by 
* First peal in three methods.

C y r il  W a n d e r . 
t First peal of Minor.

KIRKBY MALLORY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DTOCESAN GUILD.

O r £ $ g tJ a n .  21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in ts ,

A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;  
eing seven different callings. Tenor 7}  cw t.

f t e c t o r  A . K n ig h t s  ...Treble 
c. C h a r t s  T u r n e r  . . .  j *  
SDGAft. -V.AfcL.4N C E . . .  Vv»S>*2

W ill ia m  A . W o o d .............  4
A lfred . ..B a lla rd  ... ,.v 5 

-EtwsuD '  Sowman ... ... Tenor
Conducted by Edward  Sowman.

LEIGH, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 25 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y - th e -V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;
Being seven different extents, 226 singles. Tenor 8£ cwt.

B er n a r d  V. C o l l is o n  Treble 
♦G o r d o n  D. W h it e h e a d  2 

E r n e st  J. L a d d  .............  3

B er n a r d  W . P a n k h u r st  ~ 4 
D o r is  E . C o lga te  . . .  5
R obert  C o l l in s  .............Tenor

C on d u cted  b y  R o bert C o l l in s .
♦ First peal and a 21st birthday compliment. Also a birthday 

compliment to Bernard Pankhurst.

LLANFRECHFA, MONMOUTHSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., Jan. 21 , 1950, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  of  A l l  S a in ts ,

A PEAL OF KEN T  T R E B L E  BOB M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;  
Being seven extents. Tenor 8 cwt.
R o b e r t  E. R . S m ith  ...Treble  I R e v . I v o r  J. R ic h a r d s  4 
M r s .  L e s l i e  B ainh am  .. .  2 | L e s l i e  F. G . B a in h a m ... 5
G e o r g e  L a r g e  ...” ... 3 A l f r e d  W . H e a t h ...........Tenor

Conducted by R o bert E. R . Sm it h .
Rung half-muffled in memoriam Mr. W. J. Powell, former leader 

of the band.

MAVESYN RIDWARE, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.

O n Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h urch  of S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;
Being two extents each of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob and three of 
Plain Bob. Tenor 10 cwt.
♦ P e te r  B e r e s f o r d  ...Treble  I * D e n n is  B e r e s f o r d  .. .  4
♦Joan  B e r e sfo r d  ............. 2 | ♦ W alter  J. C o pe  ............  5
♦ K e n n e th  L . B r o w n  ... 3 G e o r g e  E. O l i v e r  ...T enor  

Conducted by G e o r g e  E. O l i v e r .
* First peal in three Minor methods. First as conductor in three 

Minor methods.

STANTON HARCOURT, OXFORDSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Jan. 21 , 1950, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ic h a e l ,

A TEAL OF M INOR,  5040 CHAN GES ;
Comprising an extent each of Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble 
Bob, Kent Treble Bob, St. Clement’s Bob, Double Bob, Reverse 
Canterury Pleasure and Plain Bob. Tenor 15 cwt.

.Treble D ouglas O . W il k s  . . .  4
2 H ar r y  P. F l o y d  ............. 5

3 A lan  R . P in k  .............Tenor
Conducted by A l a n  R. P in k .

♦First peal in seven Minor methods. First seven-method peal on 
the bells.

T h o m a s  W . B o n d  
* M . A n g ela  Carter  
♦A udrey  J. W est

WARSOP, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 21, 1950, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  SS. P eter  an d  P aul.

A PEAL OF C A M B R I D G E  S U R P R I S E  M INOR,  5040 CHANG ES  , 
Being two 2,160’s and one 720. Tenor 15 cwt.

♦CvRiL W r ig h t  
F r e d e r ic k  F l in t  .. .  
G o r d o n  C. B r ig g s

... 4 

-  S
... Tenor

W a l t e r  A l l w o o d  . . .Treble|
♦ W il l ia m  D ic k e n s o n  . . .  2.

H erbert  T . R o o k e  . . .  3
Conducted by G o r d o n  C. B r ig g s .

♦ First peal of Surprise. First peal of Surprise as conductor. A 
birthday compliment to. the ringer of the fourth.

WELLAND, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE-WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 21 , 1950, in 2 H ours and 48 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . J am e s ,

A PEAL OF M INOR,  5040 CHANGES;
Being one 720 each of London and Cambridge Surprise, Double Ox­

ford, St. Clement’s, Oxford Bob, Oxford and Kent Treble Bob. 
Tenor 12 cwt.

R e g in a l d  W o o d y a t i  ...Treble  I C lau dia  A . H a r d in g  ... 4
R . , G e o r g e  M o r r is  ... 2 I A l ie n  . M o r g a n  .............  5
G e o r g e  E. LARG fe.. 3  T h o m a s  W . L e w is  ...T en or

Conducted by  G eorgf, E . - L a r g e . 1 
150th peal as conductor.
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HANDBELL PEALS
LEICESTER.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On F ri., Jan. 13, 1950, in 3 Hours,

A t  t h e  W a y sid e , 150, N ar b o r o u g h  R oad  S o u th ,
A P E AL  O F  P L A I N  BOB M A X I M U S ,  5016 C H A N G E S ;  

A Variation and Transposition of J. Reeves’ Two-part. 
Tenor size 18 in G.

B r i a n  G. W a r w i c k ...........  1-2
P eter J. St a n if o r t h  . . .  3-4  
Jill P o o l e ...............................  5-6

A l f r e d  B a lla r d  .............  7-8
H a r o l d  J . P o o l e ............. 9-10
T erence  A . T h o r n b e r  . . .  11-12

A rra n g e d  a n d  C o n d u cte d  b y  B r ia n  G. W a r w ic k .
Erst peal as conductor on 12 bells. In memoriam Lay Canon 

Sydney Frank Herbert, a member of Leicester Cathedral College of 
Lay Canons since its constitution, who died on January 6th.

DUBLIN. «
THE IRISH ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 12 Minutes,
I n  t h e  B elfry  o f  S t . G e o r g e ’ s C h u r c h ,

A P E A L  O F  D O U B L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;
Consisting of eight extents each of April Day and Plain Bob and 
260 of Grandsire. Tenor size 8 in C.
*A da C. D u k e s ...................  1-2 | F r e d e r ic k  E. D ukes ... 3-4

*J o an  M. R o w e  ...........  5-6
C o n d u cte d  b y  F r e d e r ic k  E. D u k e s .

* First peal in three methods. Rung in honour of Miss Rowe’s 
engagement to Mr. Stanley Baldwin, who witnessed the peal.

BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 Hours and 30 Minutes,
A t  26, W e l l in g t o n  R o a d ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  C A T E R S ,  5003 C H A N G E S ;
No. 37. Tenor size 17 in A.

W illiam  G. Y o ung  ... 1-2 I * D an iel  T. M a t k in  ... 5-6
♦Mrs. F . J . M a r sh a llsa y  3 -4  I Jam es E . D an ie ls  . . .  7-8 

M ich a el  J . E . B e st  . . .  9-10  
Composed b y  M . J. M o r r is . C o n d u cte d  b y  D a n ie l  T . M a t k in .

* 150th  peal togeth er on handbells.

BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Jan. 14, 1950, in 2 H ours and 11 Minutes,
A t  26, W e l l in g t o n  R o a d ,

A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5152 CHANGES;
No. 82. Tenor size 17 in A.
Jam es E . D a n ie ls  ...........  1-2 I D an ie l  T. M a t k in  ... 5-6
M r s . F. J. M a r sh a llsa y  3-4 | * G e o r g e  E . E v e n d e n  . . .  7-8  
Composed by M . J. M o r r is . Conducted by D a n ie l  T. M a t k in .

* First peal of Major * in hand.’
ECKINGTON, DERBYSHIRE.

THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On M on., Jan. 16, 1950, in 2 Hours and 19 Minutes,

A t  13, P e v r il  Road,
A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MAJOR, 5152 CHANGES;

Tenor size 16£ in B flat.
* W il f r e d  L . R o b in s o n  . . .  1-2 I G . G o r d o n  G r a h a m  . . .  5-6

G o r d o n  C . B r ig g s  . . .  3 -4  * + B ar ry  C o pe  ......................  7-8
Arranged and Conducted by  G o r d o n  C. B r ig g s .

* First peal ‘ in hand.’ tF irst peal on eight bells. First peal of 
Major ‘ in hand ’ as conductor. First handbell peal for the Associa­
tion.

WALLASEY, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Jan. 16, 1950, in 2 Hours and 17 Minutes,
A t  N o . 12A, R o w s o n  S tr e e t ,

A PEAL OF PLAIN BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
* A l e x . J . W e b s t e r ...........  1-2 | * E r ic  J*. G ilb e r t  ...........  3-4

+ F ra n k  V arty  ......................  5-6
Conducted by F r a n k  Varty.

* First peal on handbells, tF irst peal of Minor ‘ in hand.’ First 
peal as conductor ‘ in hand.’

LEICESTER.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., Jan. 17, 1950, in 2 Hours and 29 Minutes,
A t  T h e  W a y s id e , 150, N a r bo ko u g h  R o a d  S ou th ,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5067 CHANGES;
Tenor size 18 in . G.

P eter J. St a n if o r t h  . . .  1-2 I J ill  P o o le  ......................  5-b
H a r o l d  J . P o o l e  ............. 3-4 | A l f r e d  B a l la r d  . . . .  . . .  7 -9

B r ia n  G . W a r w ic k  ... 9-10 
Composed by J. E . G r o v e s . Conducted by P eter J. Staniforth  

First peal of Stedmin Caters as conductor.

LOUGHBOROUGH
— r~L .* • % «' . . f -  )

♦

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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•THE RINGING WORLD’
The Official Journal o f the Central 

Council o f  Church Bell Ringers

E d it o r ia l  O ffic e  : c /o  W oodbridge Press, 
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.

S u b scr iptio n  R ates : 12 months, £ 1 ; 6 
months, 10s. 6d . ; 3 months, 5s. 6d. Send 
remittance to Mrs. Fletcher, The White 
House, Caister-on-Sea, Norfolk.

E d it o r ia l  C o m m itte e  :
E d w in  H. L e w i s , M .A. (President of 

Council).
G e o r g e  W . F letc h e r  (Hon. Secretary of 

Council), The White House, Caister-on- 
Sea, Norfolk.

A. A. H u g h e s , J.P .*(H on. Treasurer), 
34, Whitechapel Road, E .i.

M rs. E. K . F l e t c h e r .

E d it o r  : T . W . W h it e .

‘ The Ringing W orld  * was founded in the 
year 1911 by John Sparkes Goldsmith, who 
remained its proprietor and editor until his 
death in 1942.

The Universities Associa­
tion will hold their week 
this year at Lincoln from 
August 18th to 26th. Through the good ser­
vices of Mr. J. A. Freeman, Master of the 
Guild, Dr. E. S. J. Hatcher has arranged 
accommodation the Lincoln Training College. 
A true Lincoln welcome awaits the visitors.

Congratulations to Mr. Roger Leigh on his 
100th peal.

J. Frederick Milner makes a welcome re­
appearance in the peal columns, following his 
operation, with a peal of Yorkshire Surprise 
Maximus at Leicester.

The quarter peal of Grandsire Triples at 
Stratford-on-Avon, reported in our issue of 
January 20th, was to the memory of Mr. H. 
Withers. A composition of Mr. Withers was 
selected for the tribute.

There must be scores of ringers who have 
been to Morecambe for their holidays and have 
met Mr. Herbert Palmer. Recently he cele­
brated his 70th birthday, and to mark the 
occasion his friends in the area joined with 
him in a peal of Bob Major.

Mr. Frank V. H. Sinkins, of Slough, at­
tained his 85th birthday on January 30th. He 
still rings regularly every Sunday, having 
started 73 yiears ago. On Saturday lie partici­
pated in a peal attempt of Stedman Triples in 
honour of the event. He learnt to ring at 
St. Marv’s, Slough, in company with the late 
Mr. W . H. Fuss ell.

Congratulations to Anne B. Stockdale and 
Geoffrey Dodds on ringing their first peal of 
Surprise Maximus. They travelled to Leicester 
on the Sunday and had their preliminary run 
in the method for evening service. Miss Stock­
dale had previously only rung three peals on 
tower bells, being Major and Royal in the plain 
methods.

Tettenhall Church, Staf­
fordshire, which contain* 
the best ring of eight in 

the county, in the opinion of many, was de­
stroyed by fire on February 3rd. The greater 
part of the church was built in the 10th century 
and was one of the finest examples of its era. | 
The tower and bells, according to our report, 
have been saved*.

Mr. Urban W. Wildney has three times 
‘ circled ’ Kirby-le-Soken tower, and Mr. H. 
Purchase that at Cliipstable, Somerset, once.

Thieves have stolen the lead from the church 
roof of Middleton Stoney, Oxfordshire, and 
water coming through the roof has damaged 
the organ. The Bicester Deanery Branch at 
their last meeting expressed their regret at 
such a dastardly act of sacrilege.

Following the peal at Lancaster Priory on 
January 28tli, the Vicar, the Rt. Rev. B. 
Pollard, Suffragan Bishop of Lancaster, enter­
tained the band to a sumptuous tea at the 
Castle Hotel, a gesture which was much 
appreciated.

Lay interest in ringing seems to be develop* 
ing in the Southampton area. Recently there 
was considerable correspondence in the local 
paper on the subject of the newly-installed 
ring of ten at St. Mary’s and the ringing of 
them. Now the Rotary Club of Southampton 
has invited Mr. York-Bramble as a guest to 
luncheon and to give an address (which is to 
be illustrated) on ‘ Campanology.’

The peal of Double Norwich at Melbourne, 
Derbyshire, was rung in honour of the visit to 
the town of Miss M. Deans, whose great­
grandfather was Yicar there from 1831-1887. 
When he first came to the parish he wai 
pleased the bells were being rung, as he 
thought, to welcome him. To his mortification 
he later discovered that they were rung to 
celebrate the victory of a local prize-fighter. 
The Exercise has now made amenas.

BELFRY GOSSIP

THE WHITECHAPEL 
BELL FOUNDRY

MEARS & STAJNBANK
at

34, Whitechapel Road, London, E.i
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

Founders of the new ring of twelve for Liverpool Cathedral
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES MUFFLES 
Etc.

ESTABLISHED
1570
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SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD
Progress Reviewed at Annual 

Dinner
THE second annual dinner of the Southwell 

Diocesan Guild was held in the Town Hall, 
Newark, on January 28th. The Parish Church 
bells—a noble ring of ten, tenor 32 cwt. 3 qr. 
27 lb. — were rung during, the afternoon in 
methods ranging from Surprise Royal, to 
Grandsire.

Canon R. F. Wilkinson (chairman of the 
Guild) was in the chair and was supported by 
the officers. The guests of honour were the 
Mayor of Newark (Councillor B. L. Maule) 
and the Vicar of Newark (the Rev. G. W. 
Clarkson).

The close links between the Southwell Guild 
and her powerful -neighbour were further 
cemented by the presence of the Master of the 
Lincoln Diocesan Guild, accompanied by a 
strong party.

Among those present were Mr. and Mrs. 
J. A. Freeman, Mr. John Freeman and friend, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McGuiness, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Walden, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Brown, 
Mr. Harry Squires and son and Mr. John E. 
Cook, all of the Lincoln Guild; Mr. Albert 
Ward (Derby), Mr. Ernest H. Mastin (Down- 
ham Market, Norfolk), and Mr. J. P. Fidler 
(Loughborpugh). Also Mr. R. V. Appleby 
(Borough Chamberlain of Newark), Mr. W. C. 
Woodhouse and Mr. E. C. Thrale.

The dinner itself took place in the ballroom 
of the .Town Hall, which is famed for its won­
derful ceiling, the work of the famous Adam 
brothers. Illuminated by enormous chandeliers 
and scores of concealed lights, the ballroom 
made a perfect setting for a function of this

• nature.
RINGERS TO FIGHT INDIFFERENCE. 
The toast of ‘ The Church,* coupled with that 

of the Vicar of Newark, was given by Lt.-Col.
^71.̂ erson Smith, O.B.E. He traced briefly 

the history of church bells in relation to the 
CJurch. The speaker spoke of the need of 
the Church to be openly honoured and to be 
actively supported. Abroad in many countries 
the Church was being persecuted as she had 
not been for many centuries, and at home she 
was confronted by what might well be a 
greater danger—that of indifference. The 
Lhurch, therefore, claimed the active support 
°* all Christians; and bellringers, who were in 
a special sense servants of the Church, could 
not lag behind.
i speaker’s view the principal object of
Dellnnging was to summon people to church.

,nng f ° r service and then to turn one’s 
ack on the whole proceedings was rather a 

cynical, not to say stultifying, thing to do. 
JJ was on par with putting up a large adver­
tisement for somebody’s backache pills and 
Anting in slightly smaller print across the 
J?°e it, * Mind you, I have no faith in them myself!5

Moreover, such conduct made for indifferent 
eiations with the Vicar, with whom it was 

most important they should be cordial. It 
instance the bells were rung, and 

naeed it was illegal to do so without his 
Permission. ■ - <7 ...

An ideal arrangement was to have the Vicar 
as a member of the band, and it was also 
desirable for ringers to be represented on the 

ar°chial Church Council.
Col. Anderson Smith concluded by saying 

jhat it was the wish of all present that night 
*nat the Church might ever flourish, that the 
shadows of her towers might never grow less, 
«or the sound of her bells ever cease.

f A CALL TO LISTEN.
The Rev. G. W. Clarkson, in response, com­

plimented the proposer on the dignity of his 
words and the skill of his tongue. The Church 
asked for support. He (the Vicar of Newark) 
never asked in vain from his ringers. Sunday 
a*ter Sunday the bells rang out at 9 o’clock.

M R . H A R O L D  J .  P O O L E ,
President of the Leicester Diocesan 
G u ild , the o u ts ta n d in g  peal r in g e r of 
1949, w ith  143 peals to his credit. He 
is an h o n o ra ry  la y  canon of Leicester 

C a th e dral.

It was a hard job, it called for sacrifice. They 
did splendid work calling people to worship, 
and calling those who were too idle to wor­
ship, to listen.

Referring to mixed bands of ringers and 
the long dark staircase at Newark Parish 
Church, the Vicar slyly remarked (amidst 
laughter) that he hoped that whatever hap­
pened in the dark might be fit to happen in 
the light!

‘ The Mayor and Corporation ’ was admir­
ably proposed by Mr. W. C. Woodhouse, who 
spoke of the message of the bells. Did they 
not bid Dick Whittington, the failure, to re­
turn, and did he not hearken and make good? 
So it was with his Worship: he had come to 
Newark to seek his fortune and become a 
successful business man. He recalled that the 
bells were rung to welcome the first Alderman 
of Newark in 1549, and in 1626 the first Mayor, 
and for hundred of years the Parish Church 
bells had proclaimed to townsmen the acces­
sion of the new Mayor.

His Worship, Councillor B. L. Maule, made 
appreciative references to the Guild in his 
reply.

SOUTHWELL GUILD’S PROGRESS.
In proposing the toast of ‘ The Southwell 

Guild, Mr. F. A. Salter outlined the circum­
stances giving rise to the formation of the 
Guild and the progress that had been made 
since the creation. He also spoke of the forma­
tion of the Newark District and likened it 
to a little landing field midway between two 
large areas, the Nottingham and North Notts 
Districts.

In 1947. went on the speaker, the Guild was 
well established, and the Association had be­
gun to make its influence felt. Meetings were 
held in towers that had never been visited for 
years, more and more peals were rung, fresh 
bands sprang up and new members flowed in.

The year 1948 came in ; more advanced 
methods were being practised, and then in 
May the Guild suffered its first great loss by 
the tragic death of Mr. T. Groombridge, jun. 
His dynamic personality and leadership were 
suddenly removed from their midst, leaving a 
void. For a time the Guild was thrown out

of gear, and it was some time before it re­
covered its momentum. Then Mr. J. W. 
Raithby was elected general secretary, and in 
the speaker’s opinion he did not think the 
Guild could have found a better or more hard­
working secretary.

By the end of 1948 more peals had been 
rung than in the previous year and things 
were beginning to hum again. The year 1949 
opened very well. The Guild was expanding 
in all directions, and one peal by the Guild 
was rung for the very first time anywhere, 
namely, Grandsire Triples -spliced with Double 
Grandsire. Now they were well established 
they were bent on creating a bigger and better 
Guild.

NEWARK BELLS.
Canon R. F. Wilkinson covered a good deal 

of ground in his reply, and, amongst other 
things, mischievously drew the Mayor’s atten­
tion to the necessity of putting Newark Parish 
Church bells into a first-class condition. Money 
was the only stumbling-block, and in other 
towns had not Mayors opened appeals for 
similar purposes? covertly questioned the 
Canon.

The toast of ‘ The Visitors ’ was adequately 
proposed by Mr. H. Pailing and responded to 
by Mr. John Freeman, of the Lincoln Guild, 
who referred to the warm ties between the 
two Guilds and the duty of all members to 
support such functions. He urged that after 
peals the band should spend some time to­
gether and get to know one another better. 
John Smith might be an indifferent striker,, 
but he was most likely an excellent fellow in 
other directions.

Entertainment included handbell ringing, 
items by a concert party and a poem- with a 
moral, recited by Mr. Clement Glenn, entitled 
‘ The happy discovery ’ or ‘ The culprits found 
out.’

D A V I D ’S B IR T H D A Y
The Christmas season over, our thoughts in 

Sudbury turn to January 14th (David’s birth­
day). Owing to indisposition, David is unable 
to come to the belfry this year, so Arthur 
suggests we all go to David’s at Groton Place.

We- arrive dead on time to find our host 
looking somewhat better. After several minutes 
being occupied with greetings, all eyes gaze 
at the magnificent carved oak ceiling which 
was undoubtedly there in ‘ Stedman’s ’ time, 
followed by guesses as to how many cart­
loads of logs it takes to make a fire in the 
old English fireplace.

We start handbell ringing, methods being 
Plain Major, Stedman, Grandsire Caters, with 
David handling the two tenors to Double Nor­
wich in that expert manner which is the envy 
of us all. We sit down to a good old English 
supper, Mrs. Elliott mothering us all and care­
fully watching every need.

The time then arrives that we have all 
been waiting for (our host relating his ringing 
experiences of nearly 60 years ago). One o f 
the most amusing is that of a party from 
his local tower who walked some distance to 
a ring of six where a meeting was being held. 
The rule was that you paid Is. for every first 
720 in a new method. A good 720 of Oxford 
Treble Bob was rung, but one of the party wa9 
left with 10d., having bought a pint for 2d. 
on the way, so the visitors did not ‘ split,* as 
they were thinking about a drink on the way 
home.

Charlie (72) and David get really settled 
down to swopping yarns when Arthur sug­
gests that the hour is getting late for a 
sick man, so with a final Dlain course of Major 
we prepare to leave, and as we pass out of 
the hall we take another quick look at the 
grand old stairs made with solid blocks of oak 
and arrange to meet on Sunday for a quarter 
peal in his honour.

So ends the 74th birthday of a great ringer 
whose efforts in the past have contributed so 
much to make the Exercise what it is to-day.

L. M.
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M A N G O TSFIE LD -V ILLA G E  OF HAPPY RINGERS
By F. SKIDMORE.

^^BO U T five miles to tlie north-east of 
Bristol is situated the village of Man­

gotsfield, which, although in close proximity 
of a large city, still retains its old rural aspects.

It is about Mangotsfield ringers that I wish 
to portray some of the things of interest that 
have occurred during the past few weeks.

On December 281 h, Mr. W. Seers celebrated 
his 90th birthday, and on the evening of that 
date a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples was 
rung by the following: W. Seers 1, Miss Brenda 
Sheppard 2, Miss Betty Poole 3, F. Skidmore 4, 
C. Jefferies 5, W. Ritchings 6, J. G. Jefferies 
(conductor) 7, E. Cooksley 8.

Mr. Seers is a regular Sunday service ringer 
at Mangotsfield, walking two miles every Sun­
day to ring. We wonder if this is a record. 
He also attends the 
Association branch 
meetings whenever 
•possible.

Mangotsfield h a s 
a band of about 22 
ringers of all ages, 
and the success of 
the Guild is largely 
due to the genial 
personality of their 
captain, Mr. John
G. Jefferies. Noth­
ing is too m u c h  
trouble for him, and 
h i s reward is in 
seeing the young 
r i n g  ers progress.
The bells are part of 
his life. Mr. Jef­
feries has been a 
ringer for 50 years 
and has been cap­
tain of Mangotsfield 
Guild for 28 years 
(ever since the ring 
was augmented to 
eight). He has two 
sons and two grand­
sons ringing with 
him. Three genera­
tions in one band, 
quite a unique oc­
currence. Can this 
be e q u a l l e d  or 
beaten ?

Many well-known 
ringers can recall 
with pleasant mem­
ories the cordial wel­
come that is ex­
pended to all ringers visiting Mangotsfield.

FAREWELL SUPPER.
On January 12th, the Guild met at the 

Vicarage for a farewell supper to one of their 
voung ringers, Miss Brenda Sheppard (who is 
leaving this country for Australia early in 
February), to which Mr. C. R. Harding and 
myself were invited. After the supper the 
Vicar, the Rev. W. Beard, made a presentation
lo  Miss Sheppard on behalf of the Mangotsfield 
ringers in the form of a ‘ Miniature Belle * 
brooch. They had tried to get a real bell 
Tarooch, but were unsuccessful. In the course 
■of his remarks, the Vicar referred to Brenda 
as one who had come amongst them, about 
three years ago, a perfect stranger who wished 
to learn bellringing: but now she was one of 
them. Her personality and lovable disposition 
made her many friends amongst the ringers 
and the youth movement, and Mangotsfield’s 
loss, undoubtedly, would be someone’s gain 

Down Under.’
Mr. Jefferies also referred to Brenda as one 

of his large family-of ringers whom he would 
be sorry to lose, but was sure that wherever 
she', went Brenda would find and make a lot 
o f  friends, especially amongst ringers; in fact 
«tfe; had already started by getting in touch

with Mr. Bennett, of Melbourne, who had 
extended tp her a very hearty welcome to 
Australia* on behalf of ringers, and had pro­
mised to give her all the assistance possible. 

50 YEARS A RINGER.
Mr. Jefferies also referred to the team spirit 

and cordial atmosphere which always prevailed 
at Mangotsfield, which was the foundation of 
their present happy position. He also men­
tioned that during his 50 years as a ringer 
there had been four vicars, all of whom had 
been very helpful and encouraging to the 
ringers, especially their present one. He was 
also pleased to say that during the 28 years 
that he had been captain, Mangotsfield bells 
had been rung twice every Sunday (with the 
exception of the ban during the last war), and 
change ringing up to the capability of the

band present had always been their objective. 
Mr. C. R. Harding also responded, saying 
that it was largely due to the tuition he had 
received from Mr. Jefferies that had made 
him. take the keen interest he did in ringing.

In conclusion, I would like to add that there 
is a great deal to be drawn from these hap­
penings. First, that it is through the efforts 
of such companies as Mangotsfield that the 
Exercise has to look for their recruits, and if 
recruitment is going on all over the country 
in the same way, and meeting with the same 
degree of success, bellringing is not one of the 
dying English arts, but very much alive; and, 
secondly, the ringers of early 1900 were either 
short-sighted or jealous, as it is undoubtedly 
due to their not training someone to take 
their place that so many of our towers have 
not a band of their own.

I am pleased to see that associations are 
now realising this and that some have schools 
of instruction in bellringing, such as the 
Gloucester and Bristol have in Bristol.

SALISBURY, WILTS.—On Jan. 22nd, 1,200 
Grandsire Doubles: Miss M. Page (first quarter)
1, S. A. Page 2, W. Romaine 3, F. E. Manns
4. R. E. Turner (cond.) 5, J. Merrifield 6.

Winchester and Portsmouth
PRESENTATION TO MR. G. PULLINGER.

In recognition of his work as hon. secretary 
of the Southampton District since 1932, mem­
bers presented Mr. George Pullinger with an 
oak barometer at the district’s annual meet­
ing at St. Michael’s, Southampton, on Jan. 
14th.

The meeting was presided over by the Rev. 
K. W. H. Felstead and there was an attend­
ance of 60, including Mr. Paul Field and three 
pupils from Buckland Newton, Dorset.

At the conclusion of routine business the 
chairman announced that as Mr. Pullinger 
had been elected Master of the Guild, he was 
not eligible to be elected district secretary, 
a post he had held with much faithfulness 
since 1932. He expressed thanks to him.

Mrs. Kippin, before making the presentation 
of a barometer, said 
t h e  success of a 
guild or district de­
pended to a great 
extent upon the sec­
retary, and they in 
t h e  Southampton 
district owed a deep 
debt of gratitude to 
Mr. Pullinger.

T h e  barometer 
was inscribed : ‘ Pre­
sent ed to Mr. Geo. 
Pullinger, Master of 
the Winchester and 
P o r t s  mouth Dio­
cesan G u i l d  o f  
Church Bellringers, 
by members of the 
Southampton Dis­
trict, in appreciation 
of his services as 
secretary, 1932-1950.’ 

Mr. Pullinger, in 
reply, said that the 
presentation came 
as a complete sur­
prise to him. He 
appreciated t h e i r  
kind thought. What 
little he had been 
able to do was due 
to his interest in 
ringing and its ad­
vancement.

The following dis­
trict officers were 
elected : Chairman, 
Rev. K. W. H. Fel­
stead ; s e c  retary, 
Mr. M. B u t l e r ;  

auditor, Mr. H. Higson; representatives on 
committee, Mr. R. Brown and Mr. R. Faith- 
full. Meetings were arranged at Eling, Ŝ her- 
field English and Mottisfont, with the annual 
for 1951 at St. Mary’s, Southampton.

Members were kindly entertained to tea by 
the Rev. and Mrs. Felstead.

S O N S  W H O  C O N D U C T E D  F A T H E R  S 
F IR S T  P E A L

Mr. William R. Birchall, of Huy ton, Liver­
pool, writes:—

I also have had the privilege of conducting 
my father’s first peal on St. George’s Day, 
April 23rd, 1949. It was rung as a compli­
ment to my father (Mr. William Birchall), who 
had celebrated his 80th birthday ten days pre­
viously; it was the first peal for all excepting 
myself, and the first by a local service band. 
It was also my first peal as conductor, and 
was rung at Huy ton Parish Church, tenor 
19 cwt.

Mr. A. W. Rolfe, of Chevington, Bury St. 
Edmunds, writes that he conducted his father’s 
first peal about 1916 or 1918 at Chevington. It 
was a peal of Grandsire Doubles.

M A N G O T S F IE L D  R lN G E R S .— R e a d in g  left to r ig h t :  Back row , Miss J .  M aslin , E. Cooksley, R. 
Beard, A . R odw ay, T .  Jam es and W . R itch in gs. M iddle row , T .  Jefferies, Miss G. C la rk , C. Je f­
feries, M iss B. Poole, Miss B. Cooksley, Miss N . G a rd in e r. F ro n t ro w , C. Beakes. M. Jefferies, Miss 
B. Sheppard, Rev. W . Beard (V ic a r ) ,  Jo h n  G. Jefferies (c a p ta in ), W . Seers, E. P a lm e r (s e c re ta ry)

and J .  W . Jefferies.
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THE LATE MR.
MEMORIAL BELL DEDICATED AT 

FINCHLEY.
\ t/E L L  over 100 members and friends of 

f W  the Middlesex County Association and 
London Diocesan Guild attended St. Mary’s, 
Finchley, on January 28th, to take part in a 
service held to dedicate two new bells. One 
of these was installed as a memorial to the 
late Mr. C. T. Coles and bore the following 
inscription : * In memoriam Charles T. Coles, 
1882-1946, secretary of the Middlesex County 
Association and London Diocesan Guild of 
-Change Ringers 1910-1945.*

The service was conducted by the Rector, 
the Rev. M. Ridley, and the Association’s presi­
dent, the Rev. P. Gough. In his address the 
Rector said how proud they were at last to 
possess a complete octave. The organist was 
Mr. A. T. Parker, an unattached member. 
Immediately following the dedication of the 
new bells, several whole-pulls of rounds were 
rung by a representative band.

Among those present were Mrs. L. Coles 
(widow), Messrs. C. T. W. and A. Coles (sons), 
Mrs. L. Hurle and Miss D. Coles (daughters),
Mr. B. Hurle, Sonia and George Coles (grand­
children), Mjr. A. W. Coles (brother), Mrs.
A. \V. Coles and Peter Coles. Mr. T. Bevan 
represented the Cumberland Youths.

After the tea the Rector referred more fully 
to the bell provided locally and stated that 
the money was collected over many years 

jahnost entirely through the efforts and enthu- 
sism of Mr. B. F. Tubb, the captain of the 
local ringers.

In his tribute to the memory of the late 
Mr. Coles, the general secretary (Mr. Ernest 
C. S. Turner) said: ‘ Mr. Coles joined the 
Middlesex Association in 1903 and soon became 
one of our foremost members. When Mr.
A. T. King, who had been secretary of the 
North and East District, retired from that 
office in 1910, Mr. Coles was elected in his 
place. The office of secretary in those days, 
when the Association was comparatively young, 
entailed a considerable amount of work, and 
during the 35 years he held that office many 
of our bands reached a standard of ringing 
as. high as any in the country.

‘ Mr. Coles was an excellent striker, a com­
petent conductor and a superb organiser. He 
took a great interest in the work of the 
Central Council, to which he was one of our 
representatives from 1921 to his death. He 
soon became one of the more influential mem­
bers and his opinions commanded the respect 
of all. During the last few years we have 
greatly missed his guidance and help.

‘ We are all, I am sure, very pleased to see 
his widow and members of his family here 
to-day. They already know of our great re-
fard for the late Mr. Coles, and the. memorial 

ell, which has been installed in St. Mary’s, 
Finchley, tower, is a tangible expression dT 

•our respect and affection. We considered this 
to be the most appropriate tower to house, 
this bell, as it was among the original towers 
to be affiliated to our Association when it was 
founded. The fact that there was already a 
frame to take the extra bells was an important 
'Consideration, arid, due mainly to the efforts 
of Mr. B. F. Tubb and the local ringers, a 
fund was already in existence to defray the 
cost of the other bell.’

Mr. C. T. W. Coles thanked the ringers on 
behalf of the family for the tribute paid to 
the memory of his father.

The bellfounders, Messrs. Gillett and John­
ston, who were represented by Mr. F. C. W. 
Stevenson, were congratulated on the quality 

•of the two new bells, which blend so well with 
the original six.

The .bells were rung to the usual variety of 
niethods during the evening under the direc­
tion of Mr. A. Cutler, the Ringing Master of 
the N6rth and East District.

C. T. COLES

T H E  L A T E  M R . C. T .  C O L E S .

HILLINGDON R iNCF.k s * SUPPER
The ringers of St. John’s, Hillingdon, held 

their third annual supper on January 20tli at 
the Windsor Restaurant, Uxbridge. A happy 
party of 31 sat down, with the new Vicar, of 
Hillingdon (the Rev. F. C. Tyler) in the chair. 
He and Mrs. Tyler were guests of the Guild, 
and he expressed his pleasure at being with 
his ringers, and h is. belief in the value of 
bellringmg to the Church.

Mr. F. W. Goodfellow, in his reply, referred 
to the fact that he had recently completed 21 
years as secretary of the Guild. He expressed 
the regret of the company at the absence of 
Mr. W. Honor, who had been a ringer at 
Hillingdon for over 60 years, .and Mr. Frank 
Blondell, a frequent visitor to Hillingdon, both 
of whom were prevented by indisposition from 
attending. It was reassuring to hear of Mr. 
Blondell’s continued progress after his recent 
serious illness.

The toast of ‘ The Middlesex Association ’ 
was ably proposed by Mr. W. N. Genna, and 
replied to by the general secretary, Mr. E. C. S. 
Turner. ‘ The Guests * was dealt with by Mr. 
W . H. Coles in his inimitable way. Hand­
bells were rung in changes and to tunes, while 
songs and choruses were performed by one of 
St. John’s choir.

A happy evening came to an end all too 
quickly about 11 o’clock, and it was felt that 
most cordial relations had been established 
between ringers and the new incumbent.

B A T H  A N D  WF.LLS A SSO C IA TIO N
CHEW DEANERY BRANCH.

The monthly practice meeting was held at 
Easton in Gordano on January 21st. From 30 
to 40 members attended.

Wraxall was the venue for the quarterly cor­
porate Communion on January 22nd, and this 
fine octave was set ringing soon after 7 a.m. 
The ringers attended parish Communion, at 
which the Rector, the Rev. H. S. Briggs, cele­
brated. Twenty ringers then sat down to an 
excellent breakfast, and afterwards a return 
was made to the tower to ring for morning 
service.

Ringing on both occasions was under the 
direction of Hie Ringing Master, Mr. H. W. 
Knight.

Shropshire Association
ANNUAL MEETING AT SHREWSBURY.
The Shropshire Association again held their 

annual meeting in Shrewsbury, on Jan. 28th.
Officers elected were: Ringing Master and 

peal secretary, Mr. E. V. Rodenliurst; deputy, 
Mr. F. H. Bennett; secretary, Miss E. A. 
Carter; treasurer, Mr. W . A. Farmer.

The necessary business proceed very smoothly 
with Mr. A. Bayley in the chair. Life mem­
berships of Messrs. C. Ingram, G. Turner, H. 
Parker, A. Peake and F. W. Grocott were 
confirmed, and Mr. C. Golding was elected a 
ringing member.

The biennial report being due, the necessary 
expenditure was authorised, and meetings for 
the year, subject to the necessary permission, 
were decided as follows: Oswestry, March; 
Market Drayton, May 27tli; Clive, July; Brose- 
lej' and Much Wenlock, August; Berrington, 
September; Bridgnorth, October; Westbury, 
November. All will be held on second Satur­
days except as stated, and after due notice in 
; The Ringing World.’

Members and visitors enjoyed the fine ten 
at St. Mary’s during the afternoon, although 
the original eight were considered superior to 
the later trebles. Some enthusiasts tried the 
six at St. Michael’s, but as might have been 
expected, were soon back at St. Mary’s for 
the Association service.

An all too brief period of ringing at St. 
Chad’s closed the events of a successful day 
with attendance of over forty.

Methods rung included several periods of 
rounds on ten and twelve for beginners, stan­
dard methods up to Cinques and Cambridge 
and Double Norwich Major.

O XFO R D  D IOCFSAN GUILD
SONNING DEANERY.

The annual meeting of the Sonning Deanery 
Branch was held at Wokingham on January 
28tli. Ringing commenced at 3 p.m. and the 
service followed in St. Paul’s Church, con­
ducted by the Rector, assisted by the Rev. 
C. E. WTigg (Master of the Guild). The Rev.
C. Sparshott, Rector of Arborfield, preached. 
About 80 ringers sat down to tea.

At the business meeting, presided over by 
the branch chairman, the Ven. Thorndike 
Shaw, the secretary reported an active year 
with increased membership find well-attended 
meetings.

All the officers were re-elected and eight 
new members. Meetings for practice were 
fixed for the first Saturday in each month, 
with a summer meeting at Sandhurst. The 
secretary spoke of the forthcoming four guilds 
festival, to be held at Wokingham in August, 
and asked for full supmjrt from the branch.

After a few words from the Master of the 
Guild, the meeting closed, and ringing took 
place at All Saints’ and St. Paul’s Churches 
until 9 p.m.

LEICFSTFR H fO C FSAN  GUILD
LOUGHBOROUGH’S JOINT MEETING 

WITH LADIES’ GUILD.
Approximately 70 ringers and friends were 

present at a joint meeting of the Loughborough 
District and the Midland District of the Ladies’ 
Guild on January 28*h at Loughborough.

The bells of the Parish Church and the 
Foundry were rung to various methods, from 
rounds on ten to Cambridge Surprise. Royal.

A short service was conducted by the Ven. 
Archdeacon Lyons, who was afterwards enter­
tained to tea with the rest of the company in 
the Fearon Hall.

After votes of thanks had been expressed by 
Mr. P. L. Taylor (chairman of the Lough­
borough District) and Miss I. B. Thompson 
(vice-president of the Midland District), the 
company divided for, their respective Guild 
meetings.

The next meeting of the Loughborough Dis­
trict is to be held at Ibstock on February 25th, 
and Melton Mowbray was the place decided 
upon by the Ladies’ Guild for March 25th.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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FOUR PEALS IN A DAY
Dear Sir,—As conductor of the peal of Cam­

bridge Surprise Royal, rung in 2 hours 25 
minutes, may I assure Mr. Andrews that there 
was nothing wrong with tlje peal and that the 
striking was good. Any ringer with experience 
on the foundry bells will know that fast ring­
ing must be good to succeed at all. The two 
essentials for good ringing, and particularly 
good fast ringing, on the bells are (a) recent 
experience in peal ringing; (b) recent experience 
in ringing the foundry bells.

In regard to (a), the total number of peals 
rung in 1949 by the ten ringers exceed 550. 
In regard to (b), no less than 40 peals were 
rung during the year on the foundry bells and 
the majority of the ringers in the Royal rang 
in most of them. In the light of this wide 
experience, it is hardly fair, I suggest, for 
anyone to conclude and much less allege that 
because the ringing was quick it must be bad 
striking.

Maybe Mr. Andrews is basing his judgment 
on tenors of 28 cwt.—the more usual for peals 
of ten. The tenor at the foundry, as many 
will know, is only cwt.

A few months ago a young band—average 
age just under 21 years—rang Cambridge Royal 
on these bells in 2 hours 29 minutes. The 
average time for the 18 Surprise peals of Royal 
rung last year is 2 hours 38 minutes, and some 
of those neals included visitors unaccustomed 
to the bells, in which instances the pace ob­
viously h^d to be slowed up.

I do not W'sh to say anything unkind io or 
about Mr. Andrews, but I suggest that re­
marks such as those in his letter should be 
confined to personal knowledge of the event 
and not based on imagination or lack of it 
whichever the case mav be.—Yours truly,

Leicester. HAROLD J. POOLE.

4 PERFECT S T R IK IN G ’
Dear Sir,—The pace of the peal of Surprise 

Royal at Loughborough has been criticised. 
The truth is, of course, that such a perform­
ance presunposes a very expert band accus­
tomed to ringing together, and absolutely per­
fect striking. We may not all want to ring at 
such a rate and. indeed, many of us have not 
the skill. But let us not seek, either fron: 
ignorance or jealousy, to belittle an outstand­
ing. feat of ringing.

There is a tendency for contributors to your 
columns to give vent to ill-informed criticism 
and even to suite. This is all very regrettable 
and presumablv comes from those who \k ill 
one day be old enough to know better. ( ‘ I 
also knew when I was young.’ )—Yours,

• FORTY-SIX YEARS A RINGER.’

CH U RC H  BELLS O F C O R N W A L L ’
Dear Sir,—Dunkin’s ‘ Church Bells of Corn­

wall * (1878) gives details of sixty-four 3’s, 
fifteen 4’s, forty-two 5’s, fifty 6’s and seven 
8’ s. At present (I take into account two new 
sixes in hand and two pending) there are thirty- 
two 3’s, seven 4’s, eight 5s., ninety-four 6’s and 
forty-three 8’s. The augmentations of the 
additional thirty-six 8’ s may be of interest : 
sixteen have been from rings of six, six from 
fives, elev'en from threes, one from one bell, 
and two complete 8’ s in new towers. Some­
thing like 38 of the 8’s have been in bell- 
founders’ hands this century, so there has 
been much recasting, and metal frames pre­
dominate, whilst ball bearings are common. 
Much tlie same story could be told of the 
sixes, although to a lesser degree.

Th extent to which Dunkin’s book needs 
revising can be judged from the above. It 
may be Dossible to produce something in a few 
years’ time, but such a book would be more 
for the practical ringer than for the anti­
quarian. This, I believe, would make the book 
more saleable.—Ypurs faithfully,

Carbis Bay, Cornwall. A. S. ROBERTS.

CENTRAL COUNCIL AT EASTBOURNE
Dear Sir,—It is proposed to organise motor- 

coach trip or trips to towers, Lewes, Brighton, 
etc., on Whitsun Monday for delegates and 
friends. If any delegates would let me know 
that they would like to be included I can 
make the necessary arrangements. I would be 
glad to have the information as soon as pos­
sible.—Yours faithfully, ’ O. SIPPETTS.

Crawley, Sussex.

DECLINE OF STED M AN
Sir,—Referring to recent comments and let­

ters in ‘ The Ringing World ’ on the subject 
of the decline in the number of peals of Sted­
man now being rung, I will quote an incident 
from my own experience which may throw 
some light on the matter.

A party of us, including a prominent peal 
ringer and conductor, was discussing what 
method should be chosen for a peal attempt 
on the morrow. Knowing the grand quality 
of the bells on which the attempt was to be 
made, I suggested Stedman Triples. The 
P.P.R. before-mentioned thereupon said, ‘ No, 
we don’ t want to go for Stedman; it is too 
easily lost.’

As one who seldom stands in a peal attempt, 
but who follows the activities of the Exercise 
with very great interest, it does appear to me 
that at the present' time far more stress is 
laid on the scoring’ of a peal rather than on 
the Quality of the ringing which goes to make 
up the attempt. I will even go so far as to 
suggest that ‘ The Ringing World ’ helps to 
foster this outlook by the undue prominence 
and adulation which it gives to every sort of 
peal ringing activity.

I, for one, liopo that the Exercise may 
eventually regain a mere balanced outlook on 
this subject, when the quality of the ringing 
will count as the first consideration, and the 
actual scoring of a peal as onlv incidental.— 
Yours faithfully, A. R. POYNTZ.

Goring-on-Thames.

S H IP W A Y ’S PRINCIPLE
Dear Sir.—It is difficult to understand wrhat 

Mr. York-Bramble is talking about. If, as I 
gather, he is endeavouring to imply that, by 
starting what has become known as Shipway’s 
Principle in a different place, and presenting 
it with a different name, he has produced some
* new feature,’ he is giving your readers the 
‘ generally wrong impressions ’ of which he 
accuses Mr. Baker and myself. This, of course, 
is nothing fresh. . . .

The similarity between Shipway’s Principle 
and Stedman has never been questioned, to my 
knowledge. I previously quoted some of Ship- 
way’s remarks; here they are in more detail: 
‘ This svstein being nearly allied to Stedman’s 
Principle, it will not require much additional 
explanation; for as that is founded on the 
principle of rinsring the changes on three bells 
before, while those above thirds place make 
double dodging: so this principle is founded 
on that of working the changes on four bells 
before, while those above fourths place make 
treble dodging. . . .  It being necessary to give 
a name to this system, the author has been 
induced to call it after himself, not merely 

-'cause it was invented by him, but also for 
the sake of distinction.’

We would not now say that Shipwav * in­
vented ’ the principle, but at least he did not 
reproduce someone else’s figures a century late 
under the heading, ‘ Something New for the 
New Year.’ Moreover, he was able, in a few 
sentences intelligible to any ringer, to describe 
the principle perfectly, whereas Mr. York- 
Bramble, for all the supposed advantages of his 
self-invented jargon, was quite unable to do so 
in one and a half columns.—Yours faithfully,

E. A. BARNETT/
Crayford, Kent.

February 10th, 1950.

Inferiority Complex
Dear Sir,—The leading article of ‘ The Ring­

ing World ’ of January 20th is most remarkable 
and outstanding in its significance. It is to be 
hoped it will be well read and thought about 
by the Exercise as a whole.

To be confident in all that one attempts 
is indeed a great blessing. But what of those 
who lack this self-confidence? It is usually 
accompanied by that awful obsession, ‘ in­
feriority complex,’ which is often present at 
the time a different and difficult task is 
attempted. Inferiority complex usually takes 
root during childhood by some form of nervous­
ness ; as the child grows so does this obsession 
until by the time adult stage is reached the 
person is fighting a battle within himself.

To feel one is not so good as the other person 
in whatever he attempts, by way of sports, 
in the factory and, last but not least, in the 
ringing room, is indeed a great handicap. A 
ringer enters the ringing room, either the home 
tower or another, with every intention of enjoy­
ing a pleasant ring, but one or more famous 
ringers may be present. The victim of this 
obsession is instantly affected, in spite of the 
fact that all are jolly good friends; there is 
no ‘ magnetic ’ or ‘ evil ’ eye. The unfortunate 
one usually tries to give of his best, but the 
result, alas, is a lamentable failure. He can­
not control the bell properly and makes silly 
‘ method ’ mistakes.

It is here that the expert can do a great 
deal of good. It would indeed be kindness 
itself if these experts would give a word of 
encouragement, not begin to shout or pass 
unkind remarks behind the person’s back while 
ringing. Try to make a psychological sum­
ming up of the person involved. Fortunately, 
there are expert ringers who do.

Strange ringing rooms sometimes have a 
great effect on these sufferers of inferiority 
complex, more so if the room is, small, for 
claustrophobia (the dread of enclosed places) 
can at times be linked wifh inferiority com­
plex. No doubt there are people who will say 
this kind of people should not take up ringing 
or social activities, but thaf wTould be entirely 
wrong, for the more active these unfortunates 
compel themselves to become the better it is 
for them to overcome their trouble. But it 
never entirely vanishes.—Yours faithfullv,

Holloway, N.7. R. NEWMAN.

S T  C U T H B E R T ’S. FDINBU RGH
Dear Sir,—-With regard to Mr. Gimbert’s 

letter about ringing at St. Cuthbert’s, Edin­
burgh, I would like to take this opportunity 
of clarifying the position. In my booklet on 
Scottish rings of bells the following sentences 
appear : ‘ As in other Scottish towers, a silent 
practice mechanism is provided and is regu­
larly used on practice nights. Peals have been 
rung on these bells, but the proximity to the 
most important street in Edinburgh prevents 
them being rung except on important national 
occasions.’

The latter sentence was inserted for the 
benefit of those who may in the future hope 
to organise peal ringing tours of Scotland and 
does only refer to peal ringing.

As made clear in the firs" sentence quoted, 
there is a regular Sunday service band which 
is trying hard to keep change ringing going 
in that part of Scotland.

It is an unfortunate fact that few natives 
of Scotland are able to appreciate good change 
ringing, and it is because of the letters of 
protest received from time to time that a 
silent practice mechanism is installed in a num­
ber of the towers, a device which is very rare 
in England. So, alas, ringing for as long as 
three hours continuously is looked 011 in Scot­
land as a bad thing, especially when the tower 
is near a business centre and offices are open. 
The last word, of course, rests with the Minister 
and Kirk Session.

RANALD W. M. CLOUSTON.
Yaxley, near Eye, Suffolk.
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Letters (continued) 
an e x a m p le  f r o m  n o r t h a n t s
Dear Sir,—Behind the report of the peal of 

London Surprise Minor rung at Helmdon, 
Northants, on Jan. 18th, lies a story that may 
be of encouragement to keen bands living in 
remote country districts.

Helmdon lies in a part of Northamptonshire 
where change ringing is almost extinct, and 
where anyone who can knock off a 120 of 
Grandsire Doubles is considered a very useful 
ringer. Even this moderate achievement could 
not be indulged in unless several villages joined 
to form a band.

Thus it was that in 1945 six keen ringers 
drawn from five different villages arranged to 
meet one night a week during the winter 
months for practice.

Bob Minor was tackled first and a peal in the 
method was rung in November, 1946. After 
practising Oxford and Kent, the weather be­
came too bad for the band to meet again until 
the following winter of 1947-8. These two 
methods and Stedman Doubles were thoroughly 
digested then, although no peals were rung. 
The following season of 194849 brought with 
it a windfall in the shape of a native of the 
district, who, after having spent some years 
in Shropshire, returned a polished Surprise 
ringer, and this fact at a time when Cambridge 
Minor was being tackled. Consequently rapid 
progress was made in the method, and a peal 
•was rung in February, 1949. Before the winter 
ended London had received a fair amount of 
practice.

The present season has brought with it the 
flood tide of success, and within the space of 
ten days, in addition to the peal of London, 
quarter peals of York, Beverley and Carlisle 
have been rung, and a peal in seven Surprise 
methods is in prospect for the near future.— 
Yours truly, ‘ PROGRESS.’

HE C A M E  S E C O N D !
Dear Sir,—I thought perhaps you might like 

to pass on to readers of ‘ The Ringing World ’ 
one of the best ringing howlers I ’ve heard.

As the recent quarter peal of Grandsire 
Triples rung at Faversham was a local effort, 
it appeared in ‘ The Faversham News ’ on the 
following Friday, given in the usual ‘ Ringing 
World * style.

On returning to work the next Monday morn­
ing one of the ringers was greeted with, ‘ See 
you came 2nd in the bellringing, Harry.’—

Faversliam. W. S. PALIN.

THE OLDEST BELL
Bear Sir.—Your editorial, ‘ The Oldest Bell *:

* Caversfield has the oldest dated bell in Eng­
land. . . .  While the actual date of its casting 
^ not inscribed on the bell. . . .*
. I beg to submit it is not a dated bell, as 
jt does not bear any date. You can’ t have it 
both ways. J. R. Nichols in ‘ Bells Thro’ the 
jj*£®s ’ states the oldest dated bell is at 
Glaughton, Lancs, and bears the date 1296. 
For further details (including Caversfield), see 
above book. W. B. KYNASTON.

NORTH DEVON RINGING
. Dear Sir,—I was interested to read (* Ring­
ing World,* Jan. 6th, 1950) of the work of the 
Combe Martin band. Two deaneries in North 
Devon have, I believe, only two change ringing 
towers between them: Combe Martin and 
Ilfracombe. These gave a very kind welcome 
Jo one novice last summer, and sent him back 
to his own method-ringing county a good deal 
wiser.

Better for North Devon ringing, and amply 
rewarding, would be more visits from ex­
perienced ringers among the numerous holiday­
makers. ^Combe tower itself is as lovely as its
surroundings.

In spite of its situation, Mr. Hayward’s out­
post has left our six-bell band standing, both 
m post-war quarters and in methods.—Yours,

Br»stol. GRAHAM WATT.

THE RINGING W O RLD

Letters (continued)
ITCHINGFIELD SLOW COURSE

Dear Sir,—In reply to Mr. C. Hone, the late 
Mr. Henry Burstow, of Horsham, was the 
originator of this method and the Itchingfield 
ringers of his period used to ring it.

I  paid a visit to Itchingfield in 1903; there 
was then no local band. When at Shipley in 
the same year my attention was not drawn tfc 
the book he mentions, but it is highly probable 
it is the work of Mr. H. Burstow.

Mr. H. Burstow was a most remarkable man, 
who thought nothing of walking the 10 or 12 
miles to Bolney to teach the local ringers. He 
took part in Ihe record peal of 13,440 Canter­
bury Pleasure Major at Wamham. He once 
pricked out the whole 5,040 of Grandsire Triples 
to satisfy the doubts of a local lady, who 
thought the number of changes not possible. 
He could also sing 365 songs.—Yours sincerely, 

90, Hall Road, Hull. G. F. WILLIAMS.

A DORSET APPEAL
Dear Sir,—May I, through the courtesy of 

‘ The Ringing World,’ make an appeal for 
Mappowder, a small agricultural parish of 
about 160 inhabitants in the beautiful Black- 
more Vale in Dorset.

Hanging in the tower of the lovely little 
church are five bells, all cast by Knight about 
1735, which have not been rung in living 
memory. Estimates have been received for re- 
hanging in a new frame and with all new 
fittings, recasting at least one bell and aug­
mentation to six, but the task of raising the 
necessary funds is herculean for so small a 
parish and will take years to accomplish.

May I appeal to ringers throughout the 
country to help by sending what they can, 
however small, to Dr. S. F. Jackson, Map­
powder Rectory, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, 
who will gratefully acknowledge every dona­
tion.—Yours fraternally,

Dorchester. E. T. PAUL FIELD.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD
The annual meeting of the Crewe Branch 

was held at Christ Church, Crewe, where there 
is a ring of 10 bells, on January 21st.

The company present numbered over 80, and 
included the Master of the Chester Guild, Mr. 
J. W. Clarke, and Mrs. Clarke; the hon. secre­
tary, Rev. J. Kingdon; the Rev. W. Gwynne 
John, Vicar of Christ Church, Crewe; and 
ringers from many places in Cheshire, North 
Staffs and Shropshire. Ringing took place 
under the guidance of Mr. J. Brough, Nant- 
wich, Ringing Master.

Later, a service was held in Christ Church, 
the preacher being the Vicar. The company 
were afterwards entertained to tea as the 
guests of the ^Parochial Church Council.

The business meeting followed, the Master of 
the Guild being in the chair.

The following appointments were made for 
1950: Chairman, the Rev. C. Parry-Williams; 
hon. secretary, Mr. Rich. D. Langford; hon. 
treasurer, Mr. Wilfred Kerr; member of 
General Committee, Mr. George Packer; Ring­
ing Master (8 bells), Mr. Jack Brough (Nant- 
wich); Ringing Master (6 bells), Mr. Fred 
Sutton (Acton); instructor, Mr. George Packer 
(Crewe).

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY
The Society’s January meeting at Drighling- 

ton was very well attended. Ringing started 
early and various methods were successfully 
rung when a halt was called for tea. Further 
ringing took place after tea until 7 p.m., 
when the business meeting was held in the 
tower. Mr. T. Hill presided, and a vote of 
thanks to the Vicar, churchwardens and the 
local company, especially naming Mr. Barron, 
who had arranged the meeting at short notice, 
was proposed by Mr. J. W. Benten and 
seconded by Mr. H. Davison. Mr. Barron suit­
ably replied and hoped that all present had 
enjoyed their visit.

93

Essex Association
SOUTH-EASTERN DIVISION.

Notwithstanding the increase to 2s. 6d. of 
the annual subscription, the number of paid 
members had grown to 148. During the 
year 3 honorary members, 17 ringing and 13 
probationers had been elected. This satisfac­
tory statement was contained in the annual 
report of Mr. A. H. Everett (hon. secretary) 
at the annual meeting at Gr^at Waltham on 
January 14th. Forty-five members attended, 
the service was conducted by the Rev. B. 
Jukes (Vicar) and Mrs. M. R. French enter­
tained the members to tea.

Other points from the report were that 16 
peals, including an officers’ peal (Superlative) 
to mark the 70th anniversary of the Society, 
were rung; Mr. Peter Eves had joined the ranks 
of conductors and two members had rung their 
first peal.

During the past three months, Saturday 
afternoon and evening practices were arranged 
for the benefit of the less experienced. The 
quicker learners were taught to take a real 
active part in ringing, the less would be the 
losses amongst pupils, which now probably 
stood at 75 per cent.

The veterans of the Association continued 
to give faithfal service—Mr. G. Green and Mr. 
Harry Allen, both with 64 years of member­
ship.

The election of officers was as follows: 
Master, Mr. H. W. Shadrack; secretary, Mr. 
A. H. Everett; committee, Mr. R. Thrift and 
Mr. W. Barrett. The Rev. B. Jukes "was 
elected an honorary member; Messrs. B. Syden­
ham and R. Sutton, of Great Baddow, ringing 
members; Messrs. Butcher, Day, Nottage and 
Wallace, full ringing members: the Misses S. 
Bone, D. Forbes, J. Lightfoot and C. James, 
of Galley wood, probationer members.

Mr. L. J. Clark expressed the thanks of 
the meeting to Mrs. M. R. French for her 
generous liosoitality, and to the Rev. Jukes. 
Dr. Spencer-Phillips seconded and also thanked 
the local ringers for making the arrangements.

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD
WINCHESTER DISTRICT.

The annual meeting of the Winchester 
District was held at the Audrv Tea Rooms, 
Winchester, on January 7th, the attendance 
being 47 members, with visitors from Swindon, 
Bournemouth, Guildford, Newbury and South­
ampton.

Mr. G. Pullinger, Master of the Guild, pre­
sided and paid tributes to two well-known 
ringers who had passed away during 1949. 
Mr. W. Andrews, of Winchester Cathedral, and 
Mr. W. Melville, o f Wonston, both of whom 
had done very good work in teaching new 
ringers in the Winchester area.

The Rev. J. S. D. Mansel, of Winchester 
College, was elected chairman for the coming 
year: Mr. L. A. Tremeer (Alresford), secre­
tary; Mr. W. C. Lampard (Winchester Cathe­
dral), treasurer; Mr. R. Smith (Wonston), 
Master : Mr. H. Newnliam (Alresford) and Mr.
S. J. Sanders (Twyford), representatives on 
Central Committee; and Mr. G. Smith, of Twy- 
ford, auditor.

Quarterly meetings were arranged for Alres­
ford in April, Micheldever with Wonston in 
July, and King’s Somborne with Stockbridge 
in October. Good change ringing progress was 
reported from Twyford, Ropley and Alresford, 
and new ringers had started in several towers.

After the meeting and tea, the Guild service 
was held in conjunction with evensong at the 
Cathedral.

The bells of the Cathedral were rung until 
seven o’clock, then a move was made by a small 
party to Twyford, where permission to ring 
was given by the Vicar, the Rev. Beynon, at 
very short notice, and this was very much 
appreciated by all concerned.
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ACTON, MIDDLESEX.
—On Jan. 15th, 1,280 Plain 
Bob Major : Miss D. Luke 
(first of Major) 1, D. Judd 2, J. E. L. Cockey
3, W. Cook 4, W. Ellis 5, A. Cutler 6 , J. Birt
7, F. A. Finch (cond.) 8.

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, LANCS.—On Jan. 
8th, at St. Peter’s Church, 1,260 Doubles (600 
Plain Bob and 660 Grandsire): W. Bates 1, \V. 
Harrison 2, J. B. Robinson 3, R. H. Winipenny
4, D. Ogden (concj.) 5, P. R. Harrison 6, B. 
Redfern 8. Thfe first quarter in two methods 
for all the band.

BATH, SOMERSET.—At St. Mark’s oil Jan. 
15th, 1,272 Kent Treble Bob Minor : W. G. 
Brown 1, C. S. Knott 2, T. F. King 3. L. Coles
4, R. W. Perry 5, M. Helps (first of Kent as 
cond.) 6.

BIRMINGHAM.—On Jan. 3rd, at Sr. Mar­
tin’s, a quarter peal of Stedman Cinques: J. 
Scott 1, Miss M Reay (longest touch of 
Cinques) 2, E. C. Shepherd 3, W. C. Dowding
4, J. Turner 5, T. Hampton 6, E. T. Lloyd 7, 
A. W. T. Cleaver 8, A. V. Pearson 9. J. N. 
Lindon 10, A. Walker (cond.) 11, G. E. Fearn
12. Half-muffled in niemoriam Harry Withers.

BRIGHTON—At St. Peter’s, on Jan. 15th, 
1,344 Plain Bob Major: Miss B. Stephenson 1,
E. F. Cox 2, A. W. Bond 3, R. Beale (first 
‘ inside ’ ) 4, A. W. Gravett (cond.) 5, H. W. 
Wool veil 6, J. V. Lonsbrougli (first in method)
7, W . H. Hargreaves 8. First quarter for 2. 

BURBAGE, LEICS.— On Jan. 15th, 1,260
Grandsire Triples : E. C. 'Turner 1, W . Clough
2, E. Clough 3, E. Campton 4, Miss E. Lawson 
(first quarter) 5, F, K. Measures 6. R. Mayne 
(cond.) 7, J. Veasey 8.

CAMBERWELL, LONDON.—On Jan. 15th, 
1,272 Stedman Caters : Mrs. O. L. Rogers 1, 
Sheila E. Harris 2, R. Joyce Pett 3, Mrs. K. 
Parr 4, Eileen D. Farrell 5, T. Davies 6 . F. D. 
Bishop 7, E. Hynard 8, H. W. Rogers (cond.)
9, C. M. Meyer 10.

CHILVERS COTON, WARWICKS.—On Jan. 
15th, 1,280 London Surprise M ajor: J. E. S. 
Moreton 1, L. Trevor (cond.) 2, Miss M. 
Beamish 3, Mrs. D. E. Beamish 4, A. H. 
Beamish 5, J. Gibbons (first of London) 6. 
J. F. Clarke 7, J. A. L. Thompson 8. Rung 
by the local Sunday service band, and first in 
the method as such.

CROWCOMBE, SOMERSET.—On Jan. 15th.
1.260 Grandsire Doubles: A. E. Welslier (first 
quarter) 1, C. W. J. Lock 2, J. Henson 3, L. T. 
Richards 4, R. E. Cplman (first as cond.) 5, W. 
Chidley (first quarter) 6

DINTON, WILTS.—Oh Jan. 14th, 1,440 Lon­
don Surprise Minor: J. Hartless 1, H. Abra­
hams 2, Miss J. M. Brown 3, D. Reed 4, F. 
Harris (cond.) 5, R. Marlow 6.

EALING, MIDDLESEX.—O i Jan. 15th. l,2f<; 
Kent Treble Bob M ajor: A. Jones 1, W . G. 
Wilson 2, D. R. Judd 3, W. J. Ellis 4, J. E. 
Lewis Cockey 5, W. T. Cook (first in method)
6, J. C. Birt (first as cond.) 7, E. C. S. Turner
8. A welcome to the Rev. A. C. Heath, chap­
lain to St. Paul’s School.

EAST RETFORD, NOTTS.—On Jan. 15th. 
1,278 Grandsire Caters: F. Kaye 1, Miss J. 
Greasbv 2, J. Bartram 3, Mrs. Rowntree 4, W. 
Coates 5, C. Cook 6, H. Denman 7, W . Norton
8, K. Beardsall (cond.) 9, H. Willows 10. 

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX. — On Jan. 15th.
1.260 Grandsire Triples: Miss M. Smith 1. I. J. 
Attwater (cond.) 2, S. Scott 3, R. F. Bootman
4. P. J. Coward 5, D. Towers 6, J. Towers 7. 
J. Dver 8.

HESTON, MIDDLESEX. — On Jan. 22nd.
1.260 Grandsire Triples: W. T. Godfrev 1. 
W. W. Webb 2, H. C. Chandler 3, A. Jones -i. 
J. Cobb 5. E. R. Gladman 6, W. A. Lewis 
(cond.) 7, W J. Winter 8. An 81st birthday 
compliment to H. C. Chandler.

HITCHIN, HERTS.— On Jan. 15tli. 1,2^- 
Stedman Triples-: D. C. Mears 1, C. V. Hare £. 
A. E. Svmonds 3, G. Cherry 4, E. Winter-
F. W. Croft 6, L. Fidler (cond.) 7. W. F. 
Todd 8. Rung half-muffled as a- token t*f 
respect to the late Mr. H. W.-Else.-

HUGHENDEN, BUCKS.
— On Jan. 15th, 1,260 
Grandsire Triples: Keith 

Biggs (first quarter, age 11) 1, A. E. Cox 2, 
I. S. Biggs 3, W . Lee 4, N. Cornwall 5, F. D. 
Boreham (cond.) 6, A. R. Blaby 7, J. D. Kape 8.

IPSWICH, SUFFOLK.—On Jan. 15th, 1,280 
Yorkshire Surprise Major: E. Grimes 1, J. 
Mu linings 2, D. Crapnell 3, E. Blomfield (cond.)
4, S. Arbon 5, J. Crapnell 6, C. Woodard 7,
E. Pye 8. First in method 5 and 6. 

LAYENHAM, SUFFOLK.—On Jan. 22nd,
1,268 Kent Treble Bob Major: M. T. Symonds 
(cond.) 1, G. S. Smith 2, W. R. J. Poulsom 3,
F. Day 4, F. Boreham 5, L. Offord 6, W. 
Jarvis 7, L. G. Pryke 8.

LEATHER HEAD, SURREY.—On Jan. 15tli,
1.260 Plain Bob Royal: G. Marriner 1, G. 
Peters 2. Alan Smith 3, E. Coward 4, H. V. 
Young 5, A. H. Wincli 6, C. Smart 7, A. 
Harman 8, W : Newberry 9, A. H. Smith (first 
on 10 as cond.) 10.

LEICESTER.—At All Saints’ on Jan. 15tli,
1.260 Grandsire Doubles: Alan Cattell 1 and 2, 
Mavis Whitehead 3, Arthur Cattell 4, Colin A. 
Kirk (first as cond.) 5, Joy Whitehead (age 7, 
first quarter) 6.

LUGWARDINE, HEREFORDSHIRE. — On 
Jan. 15th, 1,260 Stedman Triples : W . Taylor
1, M. P. Moreton 2, J. W. Downes 3, W. T. 
Rowley (first of Stedman Triples) 4, G. Davis
5, A. T. Wingate 6, A. W. Davis (cond.) 7, F. 
Arrowsniith 8. For the last service of the 
Vicar, the Rev. Preb. A. Wynne-Thomas, who 
is retiring.

OLDHAM, LANCS. — At St. Mark’s, Glod- 
wick, on Jan. 16tli, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: 
J. Fletcher 1, O. Moores 2, Mie.s A. T. Seville
3, F. Pritchard (first as cond.) 4, A. F. Taylor
5, Miss M. I. Jaggar 6, R. Edwards 7, E. 
Casterton 8.

PADWORTH, BERKS.—On Jan. 22nd, 1,260 
Grandsire Doubles: P. E. Dodd 1, Miss E. 
Knight 2, Miss H. Cane 3, D. Vince (firs*
‘ inside ’ ) 4, G. K. Dodd (cond.) 5, M. J. Dodd
6. Average age of the band is 15 years. 

POPLAR, LONDON.—At All Saints’ on Jan.
15th, 1,043 Stedman Caters : Miss O. Wade 
(longest length) 1, T. H. Taffender (cond.) 2,
H. W . Andrew's 3, Miss P. Kitchen 4, A. J. N. 
Bovack 5, J. Goodall 6, C. E. Willmington 7,
C. W. Ottley 8, J. Bullock 9, C. A. Hughes 10.

POYNTON, CHESHIRE. — On Jan. 14th,
1.260 Plain Bob Minor: R. Boardman (first 
quarter) 1, A. Frost 2, A. G. Clarke 3, E. A. 
Jackson 4, J. Clegg 5, A. Cairns (first quarter 
as cond.) 6.

SAWLEY, DERBYS.—On Jan. 15th, 1,440 
Plain Bob M inor: O. J. Cripps 1, Mrs. I. 
Simpson 2, T. Measures 3, D. J. Marshall 
(cond., age 15) 4, A. Hickton 5. W. E. Simp­
son 6.

STANMORE. MIDDLESEX.—On Jan. 15th.
I,280 Kent Treble Bob: E. J. Leversuch 1, T. 
Clark 2, F. Cattell 3, W. Wenban 4, C. Wenban
5, A. Wenban 6, J. E. Rootes 7, W. J. Nudds 8. 
A birthdav compliment to the ringer of 4.

THORNABY-ON-TEES, YORKS. — At St. 
Paul’s Church, on Jan. 13tli, 1,260 Stedman 
Triples: F. R. Addison 1, J. Jefferson 2, H. A. 
Ward 3, E. Sinclair 4, P. Semmens 5, P. Rock
6, T. Cox (cond.) 7, T. Banks 8. Rung for the 
institution of the Rev. S. F. Gunyon, M.A.

WEST WICKHAM, KENT.—On Jan. 15th,
1.260 Doubles (2 six^scores Reverse Canterbury,
3 ea'ch of April Day and Plain Bob arid 
Grandsire): J. Cannell (first quarter) 1, L. W .
G. Skinner 2, Barbara Mitchell (first in four 
methods) 3, W. A. Hughes 4, A. S. Richards 
(cond.) 5, Anne Holmes 6.

WISBECH, CAMBS.—On Jan. 8th, 1,264 Plai i 
Bob Major: H. Piggins 1, Miss M. Longbottoni
2, Miss M. Whitlock 3, W . Jarvis 4, W. Storey
5, T. Bevis (first in method as cond.) 6, H. 
Means 7. W. Freeman 8.

WOOLTON HILL, HANTS.--On Jan. 15th.
1.260 Grandsire Doubles: M. J. Dodd 1, P. F. 
Dodd (first quarter) 2, A. Braine 3, B. C. 
Stirland 4, G. K. Dodd (cond.) 5, B. A. Brooks 
(first quarter) 6 .

QUARTER PEALS OBITUARY
MR. W. J. POWELL.

We regret to record the death of Mr. William 
James Powell, of Llanfrechfa, Monmouthshire, 
aged 69, after an illness of more than three 
years’ duration, borne with great patience.

On two occasions he had been Master of the 
Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan Association, 
and he and his young band were familiar 
figures at all association meetings. In all he 
had taken part in 16 peals, including one of 
Cambridge Surprise Major.

Mr. Powell had taken an active interest in 
the welfare of the Church, serving as a 
chorister at the Parish Church since boyhood, 
a member of the Parochial Church Council and 
a sidesman. Parishioners will miss his good- 
humoured personality at local functions. He 
was instrumental in augmenting Llanfrechfa 
bells from six to eight, but was never happier 
than when ringing on six bells. •

A peal of Kent Treble Bob Minor wras rung! 
at Llanfrechfa to his memory.

MR. J. A. RANDLES.
Mr. John Arthur Randles, of Coed-y-raer 

Gresford, North Wales, passed away on Jan. 
25th in his 58th year. He had been a ringer 
at All Saints’ Church, Gresford, since he was 
12 years old. For 46 years he had been a most 
loyal and regular service ringer, and had rung 
25 peals of Grandsire and Stedman.

His courtesy and kindly welcome to visitors 
to the tower, his interest in ringing meetings 
of the North Wales Association, and the Wrex­
ham and District Branch in particular, wrill 
long be remembered by his many ringing 
friends.

He followed his father, Richard Randles, 
who had been for many years a ringer on 
these famous bells. Four of his brothers still 
ring and his son and daughter are learning. 
He and his daughter took part in the recent 
broadcast of Gresford bells.

He wTas a very loyal churchman and had 
been a member of the church choir for 49 years.

The funeral took place on January 28th, 
attended by ringers of neighbouring towers. 
The service, conducted by the Vicar (the Rev. 
Glyn Jones), was fully choral. After the ser­
vice touches of Grandsire and Stedman were 
rung with the bells half-muffled.

Sympathy is extended to his wife and two 
children.

H.M.S. ‘ Truculent’
The following quarter peals have been rung 

to the memory of those who lost their lives in
H.M.S. ‘ Truculent.*—

RAINHAM, KENT. — On Jan. 21st, 1,260 
Grandsire Triples : C. D. Chantler 1, Miss P. 
Smith 2, T. A. Cross 3, J. Hale 4, F. J. Cheal 
(cond.) 5, W. J. Walker 6, E. Naylor 7, G. A. 
Naylor 8.

CHATHAM, KENT.—1,259 Grandsire Caters : 
V. Jarrett 1, T. Beaumont 2, Miss G. Jarrett
3, E. A. G. Allen 4, F. J. Cheal 5, C. Jarrett
6, R. Norris 7, C. E. J. Norris 8, W. A. J. 
Knight (cond.) 9, G. Davis 10. First quarter 
of Caters for 3, 6 and 10.

DOVER, KENT.—On Jan. 19th, 1,260 Grand­
sire Triples: Mrs. H. George 1, M. O. Tyler 
(first of Triples) 2, C. Turner (cond.) 3, A. 
Binfield 4, C. George 5, E. T. Ellender 6, E. J. 
Walker 7, F. Dennis 8.

RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT.—On Jan. 17th,
I,260 Grandsire Triples: A. White 1, I. Jackson
2, A. R. Ward 3, F. Taylor (cond.) 4, J. Collis 
(first ‘ inside 5, E. Collis (first quarter) 6, A. 
Jackson 7, P. A. B. Cory (first quarter) 8.

WIMBLEDON, SURREY. — On Jan. 19th.
1,260 Grandsire Triples: Miss I. Dearling 1, J. 
Tomsitt 2, E. Cassell 3, T. Miller 4, A. Miller
5, J. Chapman 6, E. Blake (cond.) 7, F. Wicks
8. Also to the memory of W. Sparks, member 
of St. Leonard’s, Streatham, band.
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N O T IC E S
The ohargo for one insertion of a notice of 

a m eeting is one penny per w ord , m in im u m  
jt . F o r a d d itio n a l insertions w ith  no change  
one-half above charge fo r each insertion .

Other notices one pe nn y per w ord , m in i­
mum 2S . 6 d .

A ll notices m ust be prepaid.
Notices m ust be received not la te r tha n  

Monday.

HANDBELLS FOR SALE
Ringer retiring from concert stage offers 

for immediate sale wonderful collection of 122 
handbells. Five complete octaves (chromatic) 
from F below middle C, lovely tone and 
quality. Duplicate bells for 3 complete octaves 
(chromatic) from Treble G upwards, and many 
others. Leather handles, large packing ease. 
Inspection and trial by appointment. First 
£45 secures lot, purchaser to collect.—Wood, 
93, Simmondlev, Glossop, Derbyshire. 6562

MISCELLANEOUS
PEAL REPORT SHEETS suitable for send­

ing reports to ‘ The Ringing World ’ or guild 
secretaries. Sheets for 6, 8, 10 or 12 bells avail­
able at Is. 6d. for 25, post free, from Powell 
and Morris, printers, Lyme Regis, Dorset. 6452 

P R O P O S E D  YORKSHIRE RINGING 
WEEK, July 29th to August 5th; accommoda­
tion for twenty ringers available at Ilkley; 
good selection towers; those interested please 
apply R. H. Dove, 26, Sycamore Avenue, 
Leeds 8. 6560

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD. — All 
Saints’ Church, Chilvers Coton. Until further 
notice the weekly practice will be held on 
Tuesdays, 7.30 to j) p.m. All visitors welcome. 
Hon. Sec., Mrs. D. E. Beamish, 21, Gipsy Lane, 
Nuneaton. 6555

EXTRA COPIES — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies should send their 
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals are submitted.

BACK NUMBERS. — A limited number of 
back numbers for most issues of 1946 and 1947 
are available, post free 4d. per copy.—Apply 
Editor, ’ The Ringing World,’ c /o  Woodbndge 
Press, Ltd., Guildford.

PEAL CARDS can now be ordered at 5s. a 
set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order 
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

PUBLICATIONS
‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 

NORWICH,’ by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post 
free from the author, St. Clement’s Rectory,
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the bells 
of one of England’s most historic cities, well 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic­
tures. Second edition, much improved; no 
increase in price.

‘ SCOTTISH RINGS OF BELLS,’ by Ranald 
Clouston, 2s. post free from the author at 
The Chalet, Yaxley, near Eye, Suffolk. This 
book gives full particulars, including weights 
of all known rings in Scotland. 6412

‘ CHURCH BELLS OF BUNBURY,’ by 
J. W. Clarke. A history of a Cheshire village 
ring from the 17th century. Fully illustrated. 
Price 2s. from Rev. M. H. Ridgway, Bunbury, 
Cheshire. 6557

No better pen picture of early ringing 
societies has been published than J. Armiger 
Trollope’s ‘ COLLEGE YOUTHS,’ illustrated, 
5s. 6d. post free.—' The Ringing World,’ c /o  
Woodbndge Press, Ltd., Guildford.

MEETINGS
KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Maid­

stone District.—East Farleigli (6), Saturday, 
Feb. 11th. Bells 2.30. Servire 4.15. Tea 5. 
Names to Dr. E. S. J. Hatcher, Kimmeridge, 
Ditton, near Maidstone. 6493

ELY ASSOCIATION. — Wisbech Branch.— 
Meeting, Denver, Saturday, Feb. 11th. Bells
(6) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Own food. — 
J. E. Fox, Dis. Sec. 6516

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Southern Divi­
sion.—Annual meeting, Southover, Lewes (10), 
Saturday, Feb. 11th. Tower open 2.30. Ser­
vice 4.15. Tea 5. 6502

OXFORD GUILD.—Reading Branch.—An­
nual meeting, St. Laurence’s, Reading, Satur­
day, Feb. 11th. Bells 3. Service 4.30. 6511

EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.—Leigh (6), Feb. 
11th. Bells 3. Tea 4.45 at Bat and Ball. Ser­
vice 6.—C. A. Bassett. 6510

BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— 
Meeting, Hull, Feb. 11th. St. Mary’s (6) 2 to 4. 
Service 4. T*a 4.30. Holy Trinity (10) after 
tea to 9. Tea for those notifying Miss D. 
Houghton, 10, Derwent Avenue, Alfonso Street. 
Hull. 6550

GUILDFORD GUILD. — Leatherhead Dis­
trict.—Annual meeting, Leatherhead, Feb. 18th. 
Bells from 3. Service 4.30. Tea and meeting 
the Institute., Numbers for tea to George 
Marriner, 7, Poplar Avenue, Leatherhead, bv 
Feb. 15th. 6509

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— 
North and East District.—Annual meeting at 
All Hallows’ , Bruce Castle, Tottenham, on 
Saturday, Feb. 18th. Bells 2.30 p.m. and even­
ing. Service 4.30 p.m. and tea to follow. Ring­
ing at St. Ann’s, Stamford Hill (approach by 
bus or trolley bus from Manor House to St. 
Ann’s Road Station), 2.30 to 4 p.m.—T. J. 
Lock, District Sec. 6504

LLANDAF^ AND MONMOUTH , ASSOCIA- 
TION.—Quarterly meeting, Llantrisant (8). 
Saturday, Feb. 18th. Bells 2.30. Service 4. 
Tea and business to follow.—P. J. Hannington.

6515
A N C I E N T  SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 

YOUTHS.—Business meeting, Bell Foundry, 
Whitechapel, Saturday, Feo. 18th, 3 p.m. 
Ringing afterwards at St. Mary Magdalene’s. 
Holloway, from 5 o’clock. The payment of 
2s. 6d. to enable members who have not at­
tended the requisite number of meetings to 
vote on financial matters must be paid bv 
Feb. 28th (Rule 12).—A. B. Peck. 6526

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA­
TION. — Cheltenham Branch. — Winchcombe, 
Feb. 18th, 3 p.m Service 4.30. Tea booked at 
cafe only if notified before 13th. Bus ' times 
from Cheltenham on request.—Charles Rouse. 
52, St. George’s Drive, Cheltenham. 6482

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION.—Joint meeting, Eastern and 
Western Districts, Saturday, Feb. 18tli, 2.30, 
Chester-le-Street, SS. Mary and Cuthbert’s. 
Tea, Church Institute. Charge approximately 
2s. each. Names by Feb. 16th to Mr. J. A. 
Brown, 7, Finchdale Terrace. 6529

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Western Divi­
sion.—Annual meeting, Billingshurst, Feb. 18th,
3. Names for tea, please, by 13th# to E. 
Treagus, 78, Kyoto Court, Bognor Regis. 6530

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bolton 
Branch.—Meeting at Westhoughton on Satur­
day, Feb. 18th, not 25th. Bells available 2.30. 
Business meeting 6.30 p.m. Tea * provided. 
Names to Wm. Smalley, 15, Sunny Garth. 
Westhoughton.—Peter Crook, Hon. Sec. 6533

SUFFOLK GUILD. — Sudbury District.— 
Meeting at Sudbury, Saturday, Feb. 18th. Bell* 
of St. Gregory-.s (8) and All Saints’ (8) 3 to S 
p.m. Tea 5.15. Business follows. Name?, 
please, to A. A. Fitch, Dis. Sec., 7, Croft Road, 
Sudbury, Suffolk. 6558

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Wirral 
Branch.—Annual meeting, St. Bridget’s, West 
Kirby, Saturday, Feb. 18th. Bells (8) 2.30. 
Service 4.30. Tea provided only for those 
notifying me on or before 14th.—A. J. Martin. 
19, Falcon Road, Birkenhead.. 6559

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD.—  
Meeting, Bexhill, Feb. 18th. Bells 3. Names- 
tea by 15th, Rev. P. Boulsover, Chantry Croft, 
Barrack Road, Bexhill-on-Sea. 6531

COVENTRY GUILD.—Coventry District.— 
Meeting, Feb. 18th, Keresley. Bells 3 p.m. 
Names for tea by Feb. 15th to Pervin, 68, 
Newfield Road, Coventry. 6532-

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Syston 
District. — Meeting at Thurnbv on Saturday, 
Feb. 18th. Bells (5) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 
and meeting 5. Names for tea to Mr. H. L. 
Wykes, Grange Cottage, Grange Lane, by 
Tuesday, Feb. 14th.—F. Key, Hon. Sec. 6535

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.—Marl­
borough Branch.—Meeting, Pewsey, Feb. 18tli. 
Usual arrangements.—T. A. Palmer, Baydon. 
Hill, Aldbourne, Marlborough, Wilts. 6561

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD. 
—Andover District.—Practice meeting, Abbotts 
Ann, Feb. 18th. Bells 2.30 to 4.15. Tea 5 p.m. 
Amport (6) after tea. Names by Feb. 15th.— 
J. A. Hill, Anna Valley, Andover. 6556

EAST DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTS ASSO­
CIATION. — Saturday, Feb. 18th, Kirkby-in- 
Ashfield. Bells (5) 3 p.m. Cups of tea pro­
vided 5 p.m. Bring own food. 6554

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Luton 
District. — Monthly meeting at Tilsworth on 
Feb. 18th. Bells (6) at 3. Cups of tea at 5. 
Bring own food.—Valerie Willard, Dis. Sec.. 
Church Avenue, Leighton Buzzard. 6553*

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Peak Dis 
trict.—Monthly meeting, Eyam (6), Saturday, 
Feb. 18th, 3. Afternoon tea (2s.) 5. Names 
for tea to Miss Dunn, Crowstones, Crowstones 
Road, Darley Dale, before 14th.—D. J. Dunn.

6552
MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION.—South and 

West District. — Annual meeting at St. 
Andrew’s, Hillingdon, Saturday, Feb. 18tli - 
Bells 3 p.m. and evening. Committee 4. .Ser­
vice 4.30. Tea at Regal 5. Business, St. 
Andrew’s Hall, 6. Names for tea Frank Corke,
6, Lynch Close, Uxbridge, by 13th.—F. Finch. 
District Sec. 6538

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Taunton Branch. — Bishop’s Hull, Saturday. 
Feb. 18th, 3. Service 4.15. Names for tea, 
please.—A. H. Reed, George Street, Taunton.

6536'
BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION.—Chew 

Deanery.—Meeting, Chew Stoke, Feb. 18th, 4 
o’clock.—Percy G. Yeo, Long Ashton. 6537

HERTS COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Eastern 
District.—Meeting at Cheshunt, Saturday, Feb. 
25th. Bells 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Names 
for tea to W. Newnham, Jasmine Cottage. 
Goffs Oak, Waltham Cross, by 22nd. 6539;

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Derby Dis 
trict.—Monthly meeting, Melbourne, Saturday, 
Feb. 25th, 2.30. Names for tea to Rev. R. J~. 
Morris, The Vicarage, Melbourne, by Wednes­
day, Feb. 22nd. 6551

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—  
East Norfolk Branch. — Meeting (annual), 
Saturday, Feb. 25th, at Gorleston-on-Sea. Bells 
(8) 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea 5 p.m., Matther- 
Assembly Room, England’s Lane. Names or* 
numbers for tea not later than Wednesday. 
Feb. 22nd, to J. Harwood, Sec., 189, Palgrav^ 
Road, Great Yarmouth. 6534'

HELMDON, NORTHANTS.—On Jan. 16th,
1,440 Beverley Surprise Minor: C. Hinton 1.
G. Burton 2, W. J. Chester 3, M. Saunders 4.
E. Lines 5, W. Yates (cond.) 6. First quarter 
in the method by all the band.

SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, SUSSEX. — On Jan. 
22nd, 1,312 Kent Treble . Bob M ajor: R. 
Congreve-Pridgeon (cond.) 1, F. T. Green 2, R. 
Ohallen 3, A. H. Gearing 4, J. V. Lonsbrougta
5, F. Howe 6, M. O. Thomas 7, P. Page 8.
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5 ,0 4 0  SPLICED O X F O R D  BO B , G R A N D ­
SIRE, ST. CLEM ENT S BOB & D O UBLE  

C O U R T TRIPLES
Call 7th Before, Right, Before, Wrong, 

Middle (Right), Before, Wrong, in out 5, 
Middle, in out 5, Wrong, Before, Right, Before
3 times, Wrong, Before twice and Right. 
Kepeat 5 times.

Omit the Right in brackets in alternate parts. 
Oxford Bob is rung when 2 or 4 is in the hunt.. 
Grandsire is rung when 5 or 6 is in the hunt. 
St. Clement’s is rung when 7 is in the hunt. 
Double Court is rung when 3 is in the hunt.
1,680 each of Oxford Bob and Grandsire. 

840 each of Double Court and St. Clement’s 
Bob. J

112 changes of method. A. J. Pitman.
Rung at All Saints’ , Hastings, March 13th, 

1948.

5 ,0 0 4  ST. CLE M E N T'S B O B  CATER S
By R. P. B. SPEED.

23456789 M W  H

€4352978*
62453 2 2
63254 2 2
23564 2 2

* Produced by bobs at 4, 6, 11, 14, 16, 20, 21. 
"Five times repeated, calling first course 1M, 
2H, with Singles at the end of the 3rd and 
’6th parts, produces 23456978. Round with bobs 
at 4, 6.

SULGRAVE, NORTHANTS.—On Jan. 20th,
1,440 Carlisle Surprise M inor: C. Hinton 1,
G. P. Burton 2, W. J. Chester 3, M. Saunders
4, E. Lines 5, W . Yates (cond.) 6. First quar­
ter in the method by all the band. For the 
golden wedding of Mr. F. Carter (church­
warden) and Mrs. Carter.

The Central Council 
Publications

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & •. d.
MINOR METHODS ... 3 3

CHANGE RINGING ON HAND­
BELLS ... ... .„  J 0 

VARIATION AND TRANSPO­
SITION ...  . . .  . .. 1 0 

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major ... 3 
Double Norwich Sc Cambridge

Court .. .  . . .  . . .  3
Bristol Surprite Major .. .  2
Stedman and Grandaire .. .  3

HINTS TO INSTRDCTORS
& BEGINNERS ...  ... 4 

COLLECTION OF PEALS—
Section II., Plain Bub and Double 
Oxford Bob.- ... ... 9
Section III, Double Norwich C.B. 9 

REPORT OF CONFERENCE
W ITH  S.P.A.B. . . .  ... 8 

DOUBLE NORWICH COURT 
BOB CATERS by Edgar C. 
Shepherd .. .  ... ... 1 0

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS .. .  . . .  4

PRESERVATION and REPAIR
OF BELLS, etc. ... ... 1 0

Post Free from The Hon. Librarian, 
M R . W . H . J. H O O T O N , 

Osmington School, Tring, Herts.

‘The World’s Best Bellropes’
Noted for Easy Handling 

and Non-Stretching 
Bit. 1S20 Phtmt 2400

JOH N  
P R IT C H A R D

(ROPBS) L T D .

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS  
BELL MUFFLERS

Prim U it Application

The RINGERS' HANDBOOK
Reprinted 1949 

For ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRB, STEDMAN, PLAIN 

BOB and KBNT 
4 ta 8 belli 3/6 4 to 6 bells 1/9

Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mr». E. 8. 
Powell East Stoke Lodge, Stoke- 

under-Ham. Somerset

E S T A B L ISH E D  1760

JOHN NICOLL
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope Manufacturer

64, Lewisham Park, London, S.E.13
LA TE  OF B E R M O N D S E Y  A N D  P E C K H A M

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, Canterbury, 
Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, Melbourne (Australia), 
Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals,

etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 10th edition; 150 pages;
3 / -

* GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130
page*; 3/4.

• STEDMAN,’ by J. A . Trollope; 150
pages; 2 / 10.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edi 
tion now ready. Letterpress 2 / 6 • 
Diagrams 2/-.

' TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten.

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. 0.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10-

Ali post free on receipt of postal order 
from

Miss M. E. SN O W D O N
The Cottage 

Cavendish Street, CARTMBL 
Orange-over-Sands, Lana*

William Potts &  Sons, Ltd. 4
C a th e d ra l, C h u rc h  a n d  T o w e r C lo ck s I C lock Repairs a n d  D ial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers. Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, and 
96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD. 1

Panted for the Proprietors by the Wood bridge Press, Ltd , Guildford, and Published by (he Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd.,
Breams Buildings, London, E.C. 4.


