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THE FUTURE.

The end of the war, at least on this side of the world,
cannot be delayed very much longer. All the indications
seem to show that it may come soon, but when and how
no%>ne aS yet can say. One thing is fairly certain, it will
not come in the way it did the last time. There will be
no day of which we can say, This is the end. There will
be no signing of an armistice, no general cease-fire at
‘ the eleventh hour of the eleventh, day of the eleventh
month.” Our leaders have clearly said that nothing short
of total surrender will be accepted, and that they will
not treat with Hitler and those who are associated with
him. There are no others who can speak for Germany,
and therefore, though general organised resistance may
collapse at any time, we shall have to go on .until we
have occupied and taken over the whole country-. And
that probably will be many months ahead.

This is not the sort of ending we were looking forward
to not So long back. Less than a couple of years ago we
were expecting that we should, have to endure the full
war-time restrictions and drawbacks and to contend with
an intact, if beaten, enemy up to the last; and then at a
definite minute the,guns would cease firing, the lights
would, go up again in the streets, our long silent bells
would ring out, and we should be able to turn from war
to peace, as we did, or tried to do, after the last war.

But there will be no such sudden and sharply cut finish
this time. The coming of peace may be delayed for long
after the ending of the war, and we shall risk bitter dis-
appointment if we imagine we shall be able to pick up at
once the threads of our old life where we dropped them
five years ago.

The long-drawn-out period of transition from full war
to full peace is pretty sure to be a period of disillusion-
ment and frustrated hopes, but in the long run it may
prove a blessing. Perhaps it is as well we are getting
rid of war-time restrictions and dangers one by one. We
recovered our ringing over a year ago. The detestable
black-out comes practically to an end on Sunday. The
bomb menace to London was to all intents and purposes
ended a week ago. People will be better able to adapt
themselves to the new and altered conditions of the future
if they come somewhat gradually, than if they were sud-
denly confronted with them.

For many months after the outbreak of >war’
and especially after the imposition of the ban on
ringing, the general feeling in the Exercise was that ring-

ing had suffered such a setback that disaster could only
(Continued on page 382.),
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be averted if strong and united efforts were made. How
could ringing be rehabilitated? was the question asked.
What is the Central Council going to do? What are the
associations going to cfo? We know the answers now.
No spectaeular or drastic measures or action are required
or could be effectual. All that is needed is that each
ringer who values his art shall quietly do what he can
and make the best of the circumstances he finds himself
in. The time of transition to fully normal conditions may
be long, but they will come in the end, and the art will be
stronger than ever it was.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
DARLEY DALE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Sun., Sept. 3, 1944, in Two Hours and Fijty-Seven Minutes,
At the Church of St. Helen,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 6040 CHANGES;
J. J. Parker's Five-part. Tenor 15 cwt.

Robert Ai.sop .Treble *Vernon Bottomley

George H. Paulson 2 John Saunders ... 6
Bernard Alsop [T | Herbert E. Taylor 7
Raymond G reatorex - 4 Ernest Paulson ..Tenor

Conducted by G. H. Paulson.
* First peal in the method. Rung as a thanksgiving for victory.

FARNHAM, SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Sept. 9, 1944, in Three Hours and Fifteen Minutes,
At the Church of St. Andrew,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES. 5040 CHANGES)

Pitstow's Variation. Tenor 21 cwt. in E flat.
George Upshall ... Treble W illiam T. Beeson 5
Frederick Oldroyd o2 Charles F. Andrew's 6
George L. Grover ... 3 Alfred H. Pulling e 7
W illiam. J. Robinson ... 4 Frank C. W. Knight ...Tenor

Conducted by A. H. Pulling.

BURNHAM, BUCKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Sept. 9, 1944, in Three Hours and One Minute,
At the Church of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, S040 CHANGES;
Parker's Twelve-part (7th the observation). Tenor 16 cwt.

-Freda D. Murkitt .. Treble C. Alfred Levetts __ g
Albert Diserens ... .. 2 William W elling ,.. b
George H. Gutteridge 3 George Gilbert

tiEAN M. Broom field ... 4 Frank H. Hicks ...Tenor

Conducted by George Gilbert.
* First attempt for a peal, t First attempt away from the treble.

PORTISHEAD, SOMERSET.
THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Sept. 9, 1944, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,
At the Parish Church,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Holt's Original. Tenor 16 cwt.
*Jenny Pym . ...Treble Thomas W. Kimber ...- e
Donald G. Clift L 2 JEmilyn F. Hancock ... 6
+Monica J. Richardson 3 Ronald G. Beck . 7
John H. B. Hesse .4 Frederick A. Targett Tenor
Conducted by Donald G. Clift.
* First peal, t First peal on tower bells. | First peal of Triples.

HAGLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sun., Sept. 10, 1944, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist.

A PEAL OF GRANDS8IRE TRIPLES. 5040 CHANGES]
Parker's Twelve-part (7th the observation). Tenor 9 cwt.

-Sub-Lt. D. H. Watson Treble C. W. Cooper

N. Leech 2 B. Lawton

Miss F. W right 3 J. W. Smith . T

J. Lloyd . 4 J. S. Walton ...Tenor
Conducted by N. Leech.

= First peal.
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TEN BELL PEALS.

' OXFORD.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Sept. 9, 1944, in Three Hours and Eighteen Minutes,
At Magdalen College,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE 8URPRISE ROYAL, 5040 CHANGES;

Tenor 20 cwt. in E.
Fredk. A. H. Wilkins...Treble John E. Spice e 6
Victor J. F. Bennett ... 2 Neil AlInatt ... 7
William C. Porter 3 \V- Bertram Kynaston... 8
Miss valhalla Hill .. 4 J. Howard R. Freeborn 9
Rev. C. Elliot Wigg 5 Walter F. Judge ... Tenor

Composed by william Pye. Conducted by w alter F.
EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Sept. 9, 1944, in Three Hours and Twenty-Six Minutes,
At the Bell Tower,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5067 CHANGES;
Tenor 31J cwt.

Judge.

James Hemming Feble - Arthur H. Reed ....... 6
John .2 W altter C. Rose

Joseph D. Johnson .3 Charles W. Martin

Mrs. J. Thomas 4 Geoffrey J. Hemming .. 9
Ralph Harris . 5 Joseph E. Newman ...Tenor
Composed by J. E. Groves. Conducted by J. D. Johnson.

SOLIHULL WARWICKSHIRE.
THB ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.

On Sat., Sept. 9, 1944, in Three Hours and Twenty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. Albhege,

A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL, 6040 CHANGESI
Tenor 21 cwt. 1 qr. 11 Ib.

Albert W alker ...Treble \ John Pinfold ... 6
-Miss Marie R. Cross... 2 I *Rev. M. C. C. Melville 7
Frank W. Perrens .3 George E. Fearn ... 8
J. Frank Smallwood ... 4 Frank E. Pervin .9
Henry H. Fearn ... 5 Frank E. Haynes ...Tenor
Composed by william Pye. Conducted by George E. Fearn.

* First peal of Surprise Royal.

SIX BELL PEALS.

AUGHTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Sept. g, 1944, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Michael,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being seven extents. n_ - _ Tenor 5£ cwt.
-Robert Critchley ...Treble tRONALD KENRICK .. 4
John Lunham e 2 Arthur Mawdesley .. 5
James Taylor e .. 3 Joseph Ridyard ... Tenor
Conducted by Joseph Ridyard.
* First peal in the method, t First peal.
WHICKHAM.

THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Sept. 9, 1944, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,

A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being two 720's each of Kent Treble Bob and Oxford Bob and three
720's of Plain Bob. Tenor 8 cwt.

«Ernest Cairns .Treble eStanley Proud ... ... 4
Jack Lishman .2 Kit Lamb . o
eStephen Thompson, jun. 3 Stephen Thompson ...Tenor

Conducted by Stephen Thompson
* Firet peal in three methods.

HANDBELL PEAL.

EDMONTON, MIDDLESEX
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOOESAN GUILD.
On Wed., Sept. 6, 1944, in Two Hours and Thirty-Six Minutes,
In the Belfry of AIll Saints’ Church,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS, 5003 CHANGES”

Dennis H. Langdon 1-2 1 Albert J. Wallman 5-f
W illiam L. B. Leese 3-4 | Charles W. Roberts 7-?
Philip J. Coward ... 9-10

Arranged and Conducted by C. W. Roberts.



September 15th, 1944,

SEVEN BELL METHODS.
(Continued from page 376.)
College Triples

(original version).  Twickenham Tri]

1234567 1234567
2143576 2143576
2415367 2415367
4251376 4251637
4523167 2456173
5432617 4265713
5346271 4627531
3564721 6472351
3657412 6743215
6375142 7634125
6731524 6731452
7613542 7613542
7165324 7165324
1756342 1756342
1573624 1573624 '
5137642 5137642
5316724 5316724
3561742 3561274

We now come to a class of seven-bell methods which
are worth a little examination, although they are gener-
ally considered to be irregular and are passed by in the
Central Council’s ‘ Collection of Triples Methods ' with a
bare mention. These are the methods with a plain hunt-
ing treble and six working bells, which are composed
throughout the plain course of triple changes only. As
we have already seen, their peculiarity is that the plain
course consists of three leads only, and therefore two full
courses are necessary if any one bell is to do the com-
plete work of the method in the sense that each working
bell does the complete work of the method in the plain
course of Bob Major or Superlative Surprise. This
feature has condemned the whole class in the eyes of the
men who were- acknowledged as authorities, for it has
for very many years been a generally recognised rule
that ‘ there shall be as many plain leads in the plain
course as there are working bells,” and that ‘ each lead,
together with the hunting and place-making which con-
nect it with the next lead, Shall contain the whole work-
ing of the method.” These quotations are from the ‘‘Re-
port on Legitimate Methods,’ adopted by the Central
Council forty years ago and printed in ‘ Rules and De-
cisions,” 1904. Although some of the clauses of that re-
port were hotly challenged, these were unanimously ac-
cepted.

A rule like this was not laid down, and was not unani-
mously agreed to, without good cause, but that is no
reason why we should not enquire whether it must still
be observed.

In the early days of the Exercise this class of method
was freely exploited, and the two we have given as
examples both date from the first half of the eighteenth
century. College Triples as given above differs very
considerably from the College Triples given in the Cen-
tral Council’s * Collection of Triples Methods,” and from
the College Minor given in the six-bell book, but it is really
the correct seven-bell expression of the idea which was in
the minds of the old ringers when they talked of College
as a method.

The idea was that the two bells left behind by the
treble should dodge together until it returned and parted
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them, and that the other bells should make places to en-
able them to dodge. Thus came College Single Minor
and College Single Major, which had a certain amount
of popularity from the earliest times down to recent years.
The word ‘ Single ' was' added to the title only because
there was another version, little rung, in which there
was dodging in front as well as behind.

But College Single Minor and Major have irregular
lead-ends, and So when the first edition of the Minor
book was issued the name College was transferred to the
variation with the dodging in front instead of behind.
It was not a wise thing to do, but the change has been
made and cannot now well be altered.

The original College Triples, then, is a method in
which each bell plain hunts, except that it makes Fifths
place, unless the treble is above it, when it goes to 6-7
and does a four-pull dodge before returning to the front.
In the plain course the second, fifth and sixth do the
dodging in 6-7 down after turning the treble from be-
hind and lying a whole pull; and the fourth, third and
seventh do the dodging in 6-7 up before lying a whole
pull and being turned by the treble. *

Original College Triples has the correct lead-ends, and
the lead is perfectly symmetrical. It is formally true that
in the 3-lead plain course, all the working bells do not do
the same work, but it is also true that what three of them

do forwards the other three do backwards, and all six
carry out the same general idea of work. The place
making and dodging are all at handstroke, and the

method is a very simple one. A peal of it was rung so
far back as the year 1728, and it is not easy to see why a
band should be debarred from ringing one now, if they
desire something fresh and out of the usual which will
prove no great tax on their abilities.

But will such a method give us a true five thousand and
forty? YeS, certainly it will, but there are some points
which need careful watching. If we could make our bob
when the treble is leading full, the problem would be a
simple one; but we cannot make it there because there is
no place we can move. We must make the bob in the
interior of the lead. The original bob was made by mov-
ing the Fifths place (in the change when the treble is
leading at handstroke) to Sevenths ; and that is probably
the best way to do it. But it must be remembered that
the symmetry of the lead is upset, and therefore every
course must be included in its entity; it must not come
partly in a direct form and partly in the reverse form for,
though the lead-ends might be true, there might be repeti-
tion in the interior of the lead. The singles must be made
by two bells lying still when the treble is leading full.

If, however, one precaution is taken, most of the diffi-
culties in composition disappear. It will be noticed that
in the plain course each bell never falls twice into the
same relative position with the treble. Therefore, if the
observation bell (say the seventh) is fixed and unaffected
by the calls, any repetition between handstroke rows and
backstroke rows is an impossibility, whether the courses
are in-course or out-of-course. The observation bell will,
of bourse, in a sense only do half the work of the method,
but the same thing is true in the Bob-and-Single peals of
Grandsire Triples and for the same reason; for the Bob-
and-Single peals of Grandsire Triples are really peals in
a method which belongs to this group and of which the
real plain course is the usually called B. Block.

(To be continued.)
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The official journal of the Central Council or
Church Bell Ringers. <

President of the Council: Bdwin H. Lewis, M.A.
Hon. Secretary of the Council: George W. Fletcher.
The White House, Caister-on-Sea, Norfolk.

Treasurer of * The Ringing World': A. A. Hughes, J.P.,
34, Whitechapel Road, E.1.

All communications for this journal should be addressed
to:—
The Editor,
‘The Ringing World,’
c/o The Woodbridge Press, Ltd.,
Guildford, Surrey.

‘The Ringing World ' is sent direct by post from the
office for 4s. 3d. per quarter payable in advance, but
for the time being, owing to paper shortage, new orders
cannot be accepted. We shall be obliged if subscribers
will send their payments to Mr. G. W. Fletcher, The
White House, Caister-on-Sea, Norfolk.

Cheques and remittances should be made payable to
‘ The Ringing World/ .

As the menace from flying bombs is now practically at an end, the
College Youths have decided to resume the ringing after their fort-
nightly meetings.

We have received a defective report of a peal of Stedman Triples
rung by the Lancashire Association on September 4th. No place is
mentioned and no dedication of the church. Correspondents should
write out their peal reports strictly in the form always used in ‘' The
Ringing World.’

THE MONTH’'S PEALS

During the month of August, 57 peals were rung, 43 of them on
tower bells and 14 on handbells.

The tower bells consisted of : Grandsire Triples 2, Caters 1; Plain Bob
Minor 2, Major 5; Oxford Bob Triples 1; Kent Treble Bob Major 2,
Royal 1; Stedman Triples 4, Caters 2, Cinques 2; Double Norwich
Court Bob Major 3; Cambridge Surprise Major 2, Royal 2; Superlative
3; London X; Three Minor Methods 4, Four Minor Methods 1;
Doubles 5.

The handbell peals oonsigted of: Grandsire Doubles 1, Triples 1,
Caters 1; Plain Bob Major 2, Royal 1; Maximus 2, Fourteen-in 1;
Kent Treble Boh Royal 1; Stedman Cinques 3.

The number of peals in January was 50, in February 34, in March
37, i» April 48, in May 41, in June 34, and in July 47, making a total
for the year (so far) of 348.

In January, April and July there were five Saturdays; in the other
months four.

DEATH OF MR. MAURICE SWINFIELD.
We regret to announce the death of Mr. Maurice Swinfield, of
Burton-on-Trent, who was so well known as a conductor of peals of

Stedman Triples. He passed away on September 7th at the age of
46 years.

MUFFLED RINGING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I| often wonder if we are right in ringing the church
bells half-muffled in tribute to the memory of a fellow ringer, for by
doing so we make public a sorrow which is fe)t hy a comparatively
small circle of friends. Furthermore, we believe as professing
Christians that death is not the end and that our friends have passed
on to a fuller life—it is the parting we mourn. One doesn’'t ring half-
muffled in farewell to an emigrant; on the contrary we ring a joyous
salute to wish him good luck.

I believe if we were to ask our departed friends before they died
their wishes in the matter they would choose ‘ open’ ringing.

The public are more sensitive than ever before to the reason for
ringing our bells. They accept customary practices and Sunday ring-
ing without question. Any other ringing/should be advertised before-
hand, especially in tie large towns.

I think our half-muffled tributes should be reserved for occasions of
public mourning or sorrow or at such times as the end of the year,
when the significance of such a procedure is well known.

116, Alma Road, Bournemouth. ARTHUR V. DAVIS.
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THE LATE MR JOHN AUSTIN.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was very sorry to see tjiat Mr. John Austin had passed
away. A year or two ago the old man handed over to me a number
of letters he received many years ago from prominent ringers, among
them being Mr. Hattersley and Mr. Lindoff. He also gave to me
Giles Mansfield’s written acoount of the long peal of Grandsire Caters
at Painswiok in 1817. This acoount has, | believe, never been
published.

Early this year | wrote to Mr. Austin for some particulars of the
first peal of Double Norwich Caters. Your readers may be interested
in a part of the letter he sent in reply, for it sheds light, not only on
the great activity of the St. Miohaet's Juniors in the 90's, but also on
the character and skill of John Austin :—

‘When | came to Gloucester in 1890 the St. Michael's Juniors were
just practising Double Norwich. |1, of course, joined them, and we
rang the first peal oh Christmas morning, 1890, then another on
Boxing Day at Stroud. After that peals came quite easily, peals at
Bath and, | think, the first peal in Bristol, Cardiff, Dursley and
several more places.

1At that time the brothers James were crazy for ringing. They
were after me every night to go somewhere. On one occasion H.L.
suggested going for Double Norwich Caters, so E.B. arranged the bobs
in thirds place and composed a peal, gave it. to me to fix up a prac-
tice. Only having eight at the Cross we had to.go to Stroud or Pains-
wick to get the practice.

‘ On one occasion J. W. Taylor, who was visiting the district, said
he would like to ring a peal of Double Norwich Caters, so | fixed
up Stroud. We rang up to the last course, and 89, which should have
made a single and turned into the handstroke 798, made a bob and
came out 789 as a bob. | called “ Stand ” at once. It was very dis-
appointing. One member of the band said he would never ring an-
other peal, but that, is only one of the. setbacks we get in ringing.

* After that, we started Superlative. 1 conducted the first peal at
Quedgeley in April, 1893, my 100th peal. Afterwards we turned our
attention to Cambridge Surprise and rang several peals. Then H.L.
suddenly had a brainwave. We must go for Oambridge Royal, and
no ten bells to practise on, only by going away. However, it had to
be done. In 1898 we went to Stroud for the peal and lost it, not far
from home. Goes over to Cheltenham the next night and rang it.
Then we had to go in for Maximus, so"l wrote out a full course and
we set it going at Cirencester, but did not get a peal, ringing well
into two courses once.’

I last saw the old gentleman at the Henry Johnson luncheon in
Birmingham in the spring of this year, when he entertained me with
some lively recollections of his palmy days of ringing. | trust that
the extract I have given will serve to recall the days when the skill
of John Austin was the talk of the 90's, and the integrity of John
Austin was quoted as an example for all conductors.

E. C. SHEPHERD.
Solihull.

FIVE-BELL RINGING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The letter which appeared in this week’'s issue under
the above heading seemed to me to uphold the spirit we definitely do
not want.

To my mind” the tower at which the ringers turned up casually, till
at 10.40 the bells were pulled up and rung for service, gave a better
performance, as far as the listening public were concerned, than the
one where thtf bells were pulled up singly, and ringing on four, five
and eight bells was indulged in, all in the short space of an hour
or under, usually associated with service ringing.

In any case, neither state of affairs to be commended. We most
certainly go to ring the bells for service, and, that being so, what's
wrong with us giving a good measure of our service? If a band
decides to ring at a certain time, surely it's up to them to do it.
It's a poor sort of service if they don't. I'm afraid that were | in
charge of the ringing in a tower where we had to regularly wait for
the rest, we should ring those impressive Doubles till service time in
the hope that the desirability of turning up at the proper time would
impress” itself upon them. Finally, if a tower boasts a band capable
of ringing Major, they should be able to raise and fall the bells in
peal every time they meet for service ringing. Surely this is the first
essential of good service ringing. H. J. SANGER.

Evercreech.

FIFTY YEARS AGO.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The Winchester Guild rang the first peal of Double
Norwich on the bells at SS. Peter and Paul. Farebam, Hants, on
September 15th, 189?; on September 16th.and 17th, the first peals of
Double Norwich and Stedman Triples at'St. Edward’s, Netley Abbey:
on September 17th, the first peal at St. Michael’'s, Southampton; on
September 18th, the first of Superlative in Hampshire at Soberton,
and the first peal of Double Norwich on the bells the same day: and
on September 19th, the first peal of Superlative on the bells of Holv

Trinity, Privett. GEORGE WILLIAMS.
Eastleigh. 1
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HENRY THOMAS ELLACOMBE.
(Continued from page 373.)

The views of Ellacombe and the early reformers on
Sunday ringing seem very strange to us to-day. Even
when we try to look at the matter through their eyes
and from their Standpoint we feel that they were quite
mistaken. If we grant that the ringers’ conduct was not
everything to be desired, that they were slack in their
attendance at church, and regular in their visits to the
alehouse, yet it would not seem that the best way to cure
their faults was to forbid them to corrie to the church at
all, if it were only for the ringing. We know now that
the general introduction of Sunday service ringing in
place of the old chiming has been one of the principal
causes of the improvement which has taken place during
the last half-century in the relations between ringers and
the clergy and in almost everything connected with bells
and ringing. It might have seemed obvious that one of
the best ways to begin the reformation of the conduct
and status of the ringers was to make them and their
art more closely connected with the services of the
church. Why then did Ellacombe and the others take
the .contrary view? Not, | believe, for the reasons they
gave, though they may themselves have thought it was.
What really influenced them, more or less unconsciously,
was the strong traditions which had come down through
the ages concerning the nature and uses of ringing and
chiming.

Ellacombe, as we have seen, believed that before the
Reformation bells were employed solely in the service of
the Church and of religion, that the only uses-were tolling
and chiming, and that ringing in its™ origin and spirit
was a later and secular thing which might be tolerated
on week-days but was quite wrong on Sundays. Such an
opinion will seem incomprehensible to the present genera-
tipn, but those who (like myself) spent their early child-
hood in a puritan atmosphere remember quite well that
such Sabbatarian views were taken for granted not only
by the clergy but by the staid and sober laity”as well.

Chiming was the traditional way of calling people to
church, and ringing was secular. Ellacombe was right
there, but he was wrong when he said that before the
Reformation the only uses oflbells were religious. The
truth is that throughout the ages the religious and secu-
lar uses of bells had been going on side by side, but during
the late sixteenth and early Seventeenth-centuries the in-
fluence and action of that party in the Church with which
Ellacombe was least in sympathy had caused the virtual
suppression of ringing as a religious use and had left it
almost entirely for secular and social purposes.

A bell essentially is not a musical instrument, like a
violin, or a flute, or an organ. It is a voice. One of
the things which first distinguished man from the lower
animals was that he learned to use tools. A tool was
simply some mechanical means of extending and rein-
forcing the powers of the man’s body. Instead of fight-
ing with tooth and nail, he learned how to use clubs and
spears. Instead of having to dig with his hands, he
learned to uSe primitive spades. So, too, when he wanted
to attract attention by making a noise he learned how to
extend the range of his own voice by two inventions.
One (the earliest) was the trumpet made from the horn,of
some beast slain in the chase. The other (which appeared
as soon as metals were discovered) was the hollow vessel
whence was evolved the bell. These two, the trumpet and
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the bell, are man’s supreme instruments for making
sound, and they have had a longer and a wider appeal
than any others.

'A bell is a voice, and not only a voice but the voice of
man, and man’s voice has two main functions—to con-
vey messages and to express emotion and feeling. That
is what the bells were made and cast for, and that is why
they had and still have such a wide appeal to men.

The bells hung in the churches in early times were uSed
to convey many kinds of definite messages, both ecclesias-
tical and secular—the times and the nature of the ser-
vices, the times of the beginning and ending of the day’s
labour, the announcement of the death of some person,
the calling of the people together for a purpose connected
with the communal life, the outbreak of fire, and occa-
sionally the alarm when the enemy was at the gate. For
all these purposes the bells were knolled or chimed, and
to distinguish one kind of message from another there
were various ways of doing it. The different services
were marked by different chiming, and so arose those defi-
nite uses which lasted down to quite recent times.

Blit the bell was also a voice which had to show feel-
ing and emotion, and that (any more than a similar uSe
of the human voice) needed no exact expression. So all
the bells were sounded together and swung as highvas
they could be to get the loudest and fullest tone out of
them. That was the ultimate origin of ringing, and the
proximate origin was when the young men who were em-
ployed to do it found it good sport to see, first how high
they could swing the bells, and then how nearly they
could do it in perfect time and orderly rounds.

The emotion expressed by this ringing was both secu-
lar and religious. There was exultation when the news
came of some victory, greetings to some great man,
homage to the king or the bishop, joy at a marriage,
and there was also the sound of triumph when the
solemn procession typifying the Church militant passed
down the aisle and the bells took the part which is now
performed by the singing choir. They were also the
voice of the Church flinging defiance at the powers of
evil; for when demons ‘' hear the trumpets of tlje Church
militant, that is the bells, they are afraid, as any tyrant
is afraid when he hears in his land the trumpets of a
powerful king.” Unfortunately this thought, noble in
itself, was almost bound to lead to superstition, and the
time came when bells were popularly supposed to have
some magical powers of their own, with the result that
ringing for religious purposes had in the interests of
truth to be greatly curtailed and practically abolished.
Ringing for other purposes went on as before, but it was
almost entirely secular. When needed reforms are made,
the reformers almost always go too far, and the suppres-
sion of ‘' superstitions ' ringing led, in fact, to the sup-
pression of nearly all ringing for distinctively Church
purposes. The real problem which faced the nineteenth
century belfry reformers was (if they had known it) how
td win back ringing to the service of the Church. That

problem has been solved by the territorial associations.
(To be continued.)

‘GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION OF MINOR
To the Editor.

Sir,—Correction to *Number Pairs Bobbed.” Delete 23 46 56 25
(redundant with 23 45 42 62). Delete 63 25 34 56 23 (redundant with
the partner in 5b with 63 34 25 56 64). The correct total is 40 in all.

I must apologise for allowing this redundancy to appear. The
errors were shown by a more rigorous method of checking the truth
of tlie figures. BRIAN D. PRICE,
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HENRY THOMAS ELLACOMBE:
To the Editor

Sir,—With reference to the articles that you have been publishing
about the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe, several of my friends were well
acquainted with him personally, and it was my own privilege (con-
fessedly after an interval of 40 years) to succeed him as Rector of
Clyst St. George. On these accounts I feel it specially incumbent on
me to point out that your anonymous contributor is seriously at fault
in the conclusions he draws. ,

To do this it seems to me sufficient to challenge the stress laid on
the assumption that Ellacombe (and men like him) had no practical
interest in change ringing, culminating in the statement in the issue
of September 8lh that ' he cerainly mistrusted it and disliked it.’

In point of actual fact Mr. Ellacombe was himself a change ringer.
He founded, or at the least was the most active agent in founding,
the Guild of Devonshire Ringers, the first territorial association to be
established, the preliminary meetings inaugurating the Guild being
held in the Exeter office of Mr. Fulford, solicitor, a personal friend of
Mr. Ellacombe living in the nearby parish of Woodbury. On two
occasions he obtained at his own expense, once from London and once
from Bristol, bands of the most expert ringers of the day to go down
to Olyst St. George to ring there on special occasions.

And as a final refutation of your contributor’s theories, he started
at Clyst one of the earliest, parochial bands of change ringers in
Devon with such success that the band continued to flourish without a
break right down to the present day, or more accurately until Clyst
St. George Ohurch was blitzed in 1940. E. S. POWELL.

Staverton Vicarage.

[What EHacombe wrote in his prime and published in his bt™fs is
a safer guide to his opinions than memories of him when he was close
on ninetv years old. That his opinions changed and developed as he
grew older is true of him as it is of any other man who uses his
brains, and, as we pointed out, he did know enough about change
ringing to ring Grandsire Doubles. What we wrote, however, is sub-
stantially correct.—The Editor.]

TECHNICAL TERMS.
To the Editor.

jDear Sir,—To anyone who is puzzled by the terms up and down
in hunting | would say, * Hold your bell up ' when you want to get to
lead, and *Cut her down ' when you want to get out behind and see
what happens!

I suspect that we owe these terms to those who were teacliing young
ringers. E. BANKES JAMES.

Surfleet.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
MEETING AT BALCOMBE.

A meeting of the East Grinstead and District Guild was held at
Balcombe on August 19th, when 23 ringers from London, Croydon,
Hartfield, East Urinstead, Tonbridge, Kingston and Balcombe rang
methods ranging from Grandsire to London Surprise. After tea a
short business meeting was held, when some new members were
elected and further meetings at Tonbndge and Godstone were
arranged. The proceedings ended with a good touch of Stedman
Triples on the handbells.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
MEETING AT DOWNTON.

A meeting of the Salisbury Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild,
held at Downton on August 26th, was attended by. members from
Britford, Amcsbury, South Newton, Wishford, Wilton, Downton,
Swallowcliffe, Fislierton St. Paul and the city churches of St. Martin
and St. Thomas. Visitors came from Breamore, Ringwood and
Cirencester.

Service was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. A. G. Birch, who gave
an address, and tea followed at the New Inn with business meeting,
Mr. E. G. Caple being in the chair. New members were vidmitted
from St. Paul's, Salisbury, and Amesbury, and the Vicar of Downton
was elected an honorary member. It was announced that the next
branch meeting would be the special gathering at St. Martin's on
September 30th, and it was decided to hold a practice meeting at
South Newton on a date to be arranged with the local ringers.

MEETING AT TROWBRIDGE.

A meeting of the Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild,
held at Trowbridge on September 9th, was attended by members
from Trowbridge, Melksham, Westbury, Warminster, Bishop's Can-
nings, Keevil, North Bradley, Chirton, Devizes (St. John’'s and St.
Mary's) and St. James’ (Southbroom), and visitors from Bath,
Batheaston, Swindon, Wootton Bassett and Norwich.

Service was conducted by the Rev. P. Owen, and Mr. A. T. Weeks
was at the organ. Forty-six sat down to tea in the Parish Hall, and
Mr. E. F. White presided at the business meeting which followed.

WINSCOMBE, SOMERSET. — On Sunday. August 27th. 720 Bob
Minor : G. Lilley (first 720) 1, W. Claydon 2, Major J. H. B. Hesse 3,
G. Olliver 4, E. F. Hancock 5, D. G. Clift (conductor) 6.
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NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR ONE INSERTION of a notice
of a meeting- is 2s. Other insertions are at the rate of
is. each. Altered notices count as new notices.

All lines exceeding six in any one insertion are charged
at the rate of 4d. per line.

The charge for notices other
2s. 6d. for each insertion.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—General
meeting, Acton, Sept. 16th, 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. —
C. T. Coles, Hon. Sec.

than of meetings is

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—General meeting,
Tadcaster, Saturday, Sept. 16th, 2 p.m. Committee 3
p.m. in Boys' Sunday School. Service 4 p.m. Tea and

business in Boys' Sunday School 5 p.m.—L. W. G.
Morris, Hon. Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft Road, Heaton,
Bradford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — North-East Division.—
Meeting at Mistley, Saturday, September 16th, 2 p.m.
Bring food and a pinch of tea.— Leslie Wright, Hon. Dis.

Sec., Park Farm Cottages, Shimpling, Bury St.
Edmunds.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern Branch,
j—Half-yearly meeting at Washingborough, Saturday,

Service 4.15.
later. Bring tea.—J. Bray, Hon. Sec.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION.—Northern Branch.—Annual meeting at Clent, 3
p.m., Saturday, Sept. 16th. Service 4.15 p.m. Tea and
business after—B. C. Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green
Road, Stourbridge.

Business meeting

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Elloe Deaneries
Branch.— Meeting at Holbeach, Saturday, Sept. 16th,
2 p.m. Service 3.30, followed by business.- Own ar-

rangements for tea.—W . A. Richardson, Hon. Sec.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD— Reading Branch.
— Practice meeting at Henley, Saturday, Sept. 16th, 6.45
to 9 p.m.—E. G. Foster, 401, London Road, Reading.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester
District.— Meeting at Asfordby and Kirby Bellars, Sept.
16th, 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.—H. W. Perkins.

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN
GUILD.— Meeting at St. Mary’s, Portsmouth, Saturday,
Sept. 16th, 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.—R. J. Stone,
16, Penhale Road, Fratton, Portsmouth.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Preston Branch-
Meeting at St. lames’, Moss-side, Leyland, Saturday,
Sept. 16th. Beils (6) 2.30 p.m. Bring food.—Fred
Rigby, Hon. Sec., 8, Carrington Road, Chorley.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD— Meeting at
Clent, jointly with Worcestershire Association, Saturday,
September 16th, 3 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea and meeting
afterwards.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS—
Meeting at Bell Foundry, Whitechapel, Saturday, Sept.
23rd, 3 p.m. Service ringing at St. Dunstan’s, Stepney,
Sunday, Sept. 17th, 9.30 a.m.—A. B. Peck, 1, Eversfield
Road, Reigate.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Western Division.
— Meeting at Heptonstall, Saturday, Sept. 23rd, 2 p.m.
Tea 2s. 9d. Apply W. Southwell, 16, Longfield, Hepton-
stall, before Sept. 18th.—Wm. Ambler, Hon. Dis. Sec.
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—
Meeting at Uttoxeter, Saturday, Sept. 23rd (not the 16th
as arranged). Names to Mr. E. Roberts, 46, Ashbourne
Road, Uttoxeter, Staffs, before Sept. 19th.— Andrew
Thompson.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Southern District.
— Meeting at Handsworth, Sept. 23rd. Bells (8) 3 p.m.
Names for tea to Mrs. J. E. Turley, 365, Main Road,
Sheffield 9, by 21st.—Sidney F. Palmer, Acting Hon.
Dis. Sec.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.—Eastern District.—Meeting St. Ignatius’
Parish Church (8 bells), Saturday, Sept. 23rd, 2.30 p.m.
Cups of tea provided.—Frank Ainsley, 30, Aysgarth
Avenue, Grangetown, Sunderland.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—East Berks and
South Bucks Branch.—Meeting at Braywood (5 bells),
Saturday, Sept. 23rd, 3 p.m. Tea for those who notify
me by Sept. 18th.—A. D. Barker, Cambridge, Wexham,
Slough, Bucks.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—St. Albans
District.— Meeting at Harpenden, Sept. 23rd. Bells (8)
3 p.m. Tea at Swallow Cafe 5 p.m. Names for tea to R.
Darvill, 23, EIm Drive, St. Albans.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.—Daventry

Branch.— Meeting at Willoughby (6 bells), Saturday,
Sept. 23rd. Notify for tea.—W . C. Moore, 5 Williams
Terrace, Daventry, Northants.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.—Meeting at
Bridgnorth (St. Mary’s and St. Leonard’s), Sept. 23rd,
1 p.m. Tea can be arranged if names are received be-
fore September 20th.— F. Colclough, 20, West Castle
Street, Bridgnorth.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Luton District.
— Meeting at Aspley Guise, Saturday, Sept. 23rd. Bells
(6) 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Woburn bells after tea.. Names
by Sept. 20th to D. E. Lidbetter, 13, Grove Road,
Leighton Buzzard.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech Branch.
— Meeting at fytarham, Saturday, Sept. 23rd. Bells (6)
2.30 p.m. Service 4.30, Tea 5. Bring food.—W. W.
Cousins, Dis. Sec., Terrington St. John, Wisbech.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby
District.— Meeting at Duffield, Saturday, Sept. 23rd,
2.30 p.m. Cups of tea provided. Bring food and sugar.
—Wm. Lancaster, Hon. Sec., 83, Albert Road, Chad-
desden, Derby.

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION.—Axbridge
Deanery.— Meeting at Wedmore, Saturday, Sept. 23rd.
Bells (8) 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea and business
5 p.m., in Church Schoolrooms.—E. J. Avery, Hon.
Local Sec., Sandford, Bristol.

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF-
FORD.— Meeting at Tettenhall, Saturday, Sept. 30th,
3 p.m. Service 4.45. Cups of tea in Parish Hall 5.30.
Bring food. Frequent buses from G.P.O., Wolverhamp-
ton.— H. Knight, 15, Rugby Street, Wolverhampton.
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Annual meeting at
Manchester, Saturday, September 30th, 2 p.m. Service
3.30. Meeting 4.15. Tea 6. Particulars by circular.—
W. H. Shuker, 36, Colwyn Avenue, Fallowfield, Man-
chester 14, and T. Wilson, 118, Langham Road, Black-
burn, Hon. Secs."

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Southern Divi-
sion.— Meeting Shoreham, Saturday, Sept. 30th, 2.45
p.m. Service 4.15 p,m. Tea and meeting 5.30 p.m.
Names for tea by Wednesday, Sept. 27th, to Mrs. E. L.
Hairs, Hon. Sec., The Oaks, Theobalds Road, Burgess
Hill.

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Meeting at Coal-

brookdale (10 bells), Saturday, Sept. 30th, 3 p.m. Ser-
vice 4. Cups of tea and cakes provided. Bring Sand-
wiches. Buses from Wellington.— E. D. Poole, Hon.
See* *
SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.— Special branch
meeting and presentation to Mr. F. W. Romaine, St
Martin’s, Salisbury, Saturday, Sept. 30th, 3 p.m. Ser-

vice 4 p.m. Tea (Is. 6d.) 4.30 p.m., followed by presen-.
tati*p. Names for tea before Monday, Sept. 25th. Sub-
scription list closed on Sept. 25th.—E. G. Caple,-Branch
Chairman, Wilton, Salisbury.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— Meeting
at Hethersett on Saturday, Sept. 30th, 2 p.m. Service
4.45. Tea at King’'s Head 5.30. Names for tea to Rev.
A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

ST. MARTIN’'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.— Meeting at Great Barr, Birmingham,
Saturday, Sept. 30th, 3.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., business
meeting to follow- Names before Sept. 27th to J. R.
Terry, 49, Peak House Road, Great Barr, Birmingham,
22.—T. H. Reeves, Hon. Sec.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION and the
OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD (East Berks and South
Bucks Branch).—Joint meeting at St. John’'s, Hilling-
don, Saturday, October 7th. Details later—J. E. L.
Cockey and A. D. Barker, Hon. Secs.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—The address of Mr. and
Mrs. G. W. Fletcher is now The White House, Caister-
on-Sea, Norfolk-

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—The address of the Rev.
K. C. Davis is now St. Francis’ Vicarage, 35, Oakland
Way, Ewell Court, Surrey..

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT STURRY.

The annual meeting of the Canterbury District of the Kent County
Association was held at Sturry on September 2nd, and some 42 mem-
bers and friends were present, representing ten towers in the district.
Service was conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. S. Risdon-Brown, who
gave an address.

Tea at the Rose Inn was followed by the business meeting, the chair
being taken by the Ringing Master. The report and balance sheet
were adopted and showed an increase in membership and activity
during the year. Meetings were arranged for October at St.
Stephen’s, Canterbury, for January at Whitstable, for March at
Faversham, and for July at Margate.

The retiring officers were all re-elected: Representatives, H. R.
French and J. W. Unwin; Ringing Master, S. P. Masters; secretary,
B. J. Luck.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS - NEW INSTALLATIONS, maintenance

SMITH of DERBY

JOHN SMITH & SONS, Midland Clock Works,

Estimates and
Advice Free

Derby, Ltd., QUEEN STREET, DERBY
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TheCENTRAL COUNCIL
PUBLICATIONS

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE
from
CAPT. W. H. j. IiOOTON,
NEWTON BANK,
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS,
BEDALE, YORKS.

>»

ULI
a

For the present no Central Council Publications
can be supplied, and no orders should be sent
until further notice is given

Snowdon Series

BBVISED PRICES.

‘ROPESIGHT, 4/-; tenth edition; 150 pages” treats Plain Bob
commencing on three balls. *

'GRANDSIRE,” 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages; commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Oharts, etc.

‘STANDARD METHODS, tenth edition; a new book; Letterpress,
2/-; Diagrams, 2/

‘STEDMAN, 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains fall instructions for ringing and conducting the method
on 5 to 11 bells, with teuohes and peals, and proof ana composition.

‘TREBLE BOB,' Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

‘SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. 0. D. P.

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peab, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

The Jasper

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Miss MARGARET E. SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

THE RINGERS’ HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and oomplete instruction from the first handling
of a ball to the ringing and conductin% of peals of Grendsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.

Price:—_ Oomplete edition, to 8 bells, doth, IZOpg., 2/9
6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64-pp, 1/

Obtainable only post free from Rev.
Staverton Vloarsge,

E. S. POWELL,
neap Daventry.

ESTABLISHED ,833
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks

Recently Repaired
And 9, Adslphi Chambers,

Shakespeare Street,

Printed for ths Proprietors by the'Woodbridge Press. Ltd., Guildford, and Published Jay the Rolls House Publishing Oo.,

THE RINGING WORLD.

- The Clock at St.
NBW CASTLE-ON-TYNE,

September 15th, 1944.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

Noted for Easy Handling and Non-Stretching
Est. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD aw® Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH

CLOCK AND CHIMING ROPES, SPLICING
AND REPAIRS. BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

ESTABLISHED 1780

JOHN NICOLL,

Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13

Late of BEPMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti-

tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter-

borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s,
Manchester, Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, eto., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

It has now become very difficult to
meet the demand for ‘' The Ringing
World.” Do not destroy your copy.
If you do not keep it yourself give it
to a friend who may not be able to
procure one himself.

PUBLICATIONS.

‘BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 3rd
thousand, 7d. each, or 7%. dozen post free. By I. Roe
and M. Broome, Orchards, Wonersh, Surrey.

V/M. POTTS & SONS, LTD. BrlHSK4d"

I Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

Margarets, Westminster

and 96, Carrer Street. SHBFFIELD, 1

Ltd.,

Dreams Buildings, London, B.O.4.



