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LIVES OF GREAT MEN.
The suggestion made by Mr. George Cross in a recent 

issue that we should publish an account of the life and 
work of James W . Washbrook has met with the ap
proval of many of our readers. Mr. George R. Newton 
points out that while the records and doings of the men 
of one hundred years ago are not entirely uninteresting, 
they are not so interesting as the experiences of those 
whom many ringers knew in the flesh.

W e fully agree, and we may say that this thing has 
not for some time past been absent from our thoughts. 
But there are difficulties in the way, and we should like 
to take our readers into our confidence respecting them.

When we are writing an account of any person who 
is dead and who in his lifetime had distinguished him
self in any way, there are one or two points which must 
be kept in mind. First, the truth must be told, and told 
free from bias either in favjour or against the person. 
Secondly, it must be told so as to be both interesting and 
instructive to present day ringers. That means that 
we must try and portray the whole man with his good 
qualities and his limitations too. It is a mistake to think 
that we can increase a man’s reputation by recounting 
his good qualities only. The sort of thing which is prd* 
per for an obituary notice will not serve when we are 
dealing with someone of fifty years ago.

But to do justice to a man the writer must have not 
only a mass of information about the details of what he 
did, but he must know what he was. It is not enough 
to say that a man rang so many peals. What is wanted 
is to know something about his character and the gifts 
which enabled him to stamp his influence on the men of 
his own -time. Without that no worthy account of the 
man can be written. '  \

Perhaps the hardest task a writer can undertake is to 
describe a man, and especially a man of great and diverse 
gifts. James W . Washbrook was, in the opinion of 
many people competent to judge, the most outstanding 
ringer of his generation and perhaps of all time. No 
one has better earned the right to have his life written 
as it should be written, and in our opinion he would 
make a first class subiect for a biography, but the task 
of writing it is a formidable one.

In the account of the Central Council which appeared 
in our. pages an attempt was made to portray some of 
the early members as they really were, and in one or two 
instances— Heywood, Bulwer, Davies, Law James— not 
without some degree of success. Washbrook was an 
obvious figure to add to that gallery and the omission 
was not due to want of intention, but on account of the 
difficulties of carrying it out.
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T H E  C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
The Master, Mr. E. Fenn, presided at the meeting o f the Ancient 

Society o f College Youths last Saturday, and was supported by the 
hon. secretary (Mr. A. W . Peck) and the treasurer (Mr. A. A. Hughes). 
Among those present were Mr. E. A. Young, Mr. G. Price, Mr. R . F. 
Deal, Mr. J. Shepherd, Mr. C. H. Kippin, Mr. F. Collins, Mr. C. C. 
Mayne, Mr. E. Hartley, Corpl. K. Arthur, Pte. Len Fox, Pte. C. W . 
Munday and Guardsman F. A. Munday.

The treasurer reported that a very satisfactory arrangement had 
been made about the insurance, and the sum of £163 9s. 3d. had been 
allowed for the property destroyed in the fire raid. This would not 
be paid until after the war, but interest on the sum would accrue.

The Rector of St. Magnus the Martyr wrote pointing out that the 
bells o f that church had been taken down from the steeple and so 
would not be available for ringing for peace. He suggested the 
formation o f a handlbell band to ring at St. Magnus’ and other 
damaged churches when the time comes. I t  was decided to arrange 
a meeting with him to discuss details.

The Master called attention to the loss the society had sustained 
by the death o f Mr. Edward Murrell, o f  St. Lawrence Jewry, and 
said that though he had come into ringing fairly late in life and had 
no particular pretensions to be a twelve-<bell ringer, there was no 
more regular and loyal supporter o f the society than he.

Mr. A. A. Hughes added his tribute. H e said that Mr. Murrell 
with Mr. Shorter had been the mainstay o f tlie Jewry band ever since 
the bells were rehung. Although he had but one leg, Mr. Murrell 
was very active about the very difficult fram e at St. Lawrence’s, and 
had designed and himself installed the very efficient silent apparatus 
they had read about in * The Ringing W orld .’ He was an exceptional 
man in many ways, and, being musical, was a source o f strength to 
the choir. Mr. J. A. Trollope said he had been much struck by the 
ability shown by Mr. Murrell’s letters to ‘ The Rinsing W orld ,’ and 
mentioned that the unsigned article on New Year’s Bells was by him. 
Mr. Deal and Mr. Young both referred to Mr. Murrell’s career as a 
soldier and & sergeant-major~in the famous Guards Brigade. It was 
decided to send a Tetter o f sympathy to Mr. Murrell’ s son.

The Master congratulated the hon. treasurer on the birth o r  his 
first grandchild, and hoped the grandson would follow in his grand
father’s footsteps.

Mr. A. A. Hughes drew attention to the suggestion made in ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ’ that a ‘ Ringers’ Council ’ should be held in its pages. 
He stressed the fact that it is impossible for the Central Council to 
meet Even the Standing Committee cannot be brought together; and 
if it were possible there is nothing that could be done at present. 
He thought, however, that a scheme for discussing different subjects 
among ringers generally would be a splendid thing, and he recom
mended it strongly.

Mr. Trollooe exolained some o f the ideas which had occurred to the 
Editor o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ ; and an interesting discussion fo l
lowed. in winch, among others, Mr. C. C. Mayne, Mr. G. N. Price 
and Mr. E. A. Yoirhg U>ok part. The Teeling o f  the meeting was 
entirely in favour o f the suggestion. I t  was decided to adjourn the 
debate and. talk more about- the matter in a fortnight’s time.

The Master said liis brother, Roland, sent his best wishes. Pte. 4 
Len Fox brouerht greetings from  the junior steward, Mr. G. W . Cecil. 
Pte. C. W . Munday said he had received a card from Mr. Peter 
Kearvell, who is in the R .A .F . in Durban, which etatefl that he had 
met. the Durban ringers and a nractice had been arranged.

The dramatic escape o f Mr. DereV Sharp in an aeroDlane accident 
was mentioned. and Hie society decided to write and congratulate him.

Mr. Slack’s Two-part peal o f Stedman Triples furnished food for a 
Veen and informal debate, which did not end at the formal meeting 
place.
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DAVID M AXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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DEATH OF MR. C. W . CLARKE.
A LEADING BEDFORDSHIRE RINGER.

W o regret- to announce the passing o f yet another well-known figure 
from the Exercise; oiie who did yeoman service for the Bedfordshire 
Association, o f which he was one o f the Earliest members. Charles 
William Clarke died at St. Peter’ s Hospital, Bedford, on January 9th, 
at the age o f 77 years.

In the period just before the present war advancing age somewhat 
restricted his activities, but ringers o f an older generation will 
recollect the energy, and enthusiasm he displayed, mainly in and 
around Bedfordshire. He was a fine all-round ringer, but he excelled 
most o f  all on six bells, having a complete mastery o f Minor ringing 
sind conducting in the days before ‘ splicing ’ came to the fore. He 
was something o f a mar
tinet in the belfry, but it 
was all well intent ion ed 
and he raised the stan
dard o f six-bell ringing in 
Bedfordshire to a high 
level.

Mr. Clarke was born at 
Oundle, Northants, on 
May 8th, 1864, and rang 
his first peal before he 
was 20 'years old. His 
first peal as conductor 
was the first peal by the 
Bedfordshire Association.
This was seven different 
720’s o f Minor and was 
rung at Biddenham.

From this point Mr.
Clarke gave much atten
tion to Minor ringing 
and eventually his peals 
in seven methods* alone 
numbered over 360, o f 
which he conducted more 
than 250. In addition, 
he called two peals of 
London Minor, four peals 
of Cambridge Minor and
16 peals in  Jess than 
seven methods. His per
formances also included 
peals in 10 and 14 ex
tents, and on one occa-' 
sion, before j?uch per
formances were frowned
on by the powers that be, a peal o f Minor in 14 methods rung in 360’s.

On higher numbers Mr. Clarke rang peals which extended from 
Triples to Cinques; among them one peal o f 10,176 Treble Bob Major, 
as well as 66 peal$ o f Surprise M ajor and Royal. Altogether he rang 
no fewer than 72Q peals, o f which he conducted over 430. The peals 
were rung in 131 towers for nine associations.

Mr. Clarke had lived in Bedford for the greater part o f his life 
and for many years was associated with the six-bell tower o f St. 
Peter’s. *

He was buried at his native Oundle on January 12tli.

T H E  L A T E  E D W A R D  M i R R f i L L
FUNERAL AT W HITCH URCH .

The funeral o f  the late Edward Murrell, who, as announced in our 
last issue, died on Sunday H January 11th, took place on the following 
Thursday afternoon at St. Lawrence’ s Church. Whitchurch, Canons 
Park, Middlesex. Mr. A. A. Hughes represented the Ancient Society 
of College Youths.

Mr Murrell, who was 53 years old, was born at Thurnby in 
Leicestershire. He had been "a company sergeant-major in the 1st 
Battalion o f tbe Grenadier Guards and won the Distinguished Service 
Medal in the retreat from Mons. He was a first rate all round 
athlete and was skilled in rowing, football and swimming.

He was musical and a leading member o f the choir o f St. ftfewrence 
Jewry. That brought him into contact with ringing and he adopted 
it with enthusiasm, though naturally he was hampered by coming to 
it fairly late in life. He had rung one or two peals.

Mr. Murrell leaves a widow ana a son.

T HE LATE MR. C. W. C L A R K E .

P A T R O M A L  F E S T I V A L .
A quarter-neal o f Bob M ajor was rung recently at St. Mary and 

All Saints’ , Beaconsfield, in honour o f the patronal festival o f the 
church: H. W ingrove (conductor) 1-2, W . Lee 34 , D. R. Fletcher 5-6, 
Miss V. Look .7-8. ________________

THE BELLS OF ENGLAND.—‘There are sweet bells in France, in 
Italy. in Belgium; but the English country is their true home. And 
>t will never do for England to listen to the fretful fuss o f those who 
would silence her church bells, whether over her fields or over the 
noisT town? in which thev are the onlv musi<\'— ‘ The Times.’ March 
23rd. 19S4.

DEATH OF THE REV. W. C. PEARSON.
RECTOR OF HENLEY, SUFFOLK.

We much regret to announce the death o f the Rev. WTilliam Cartel 
Pearson, which took place suddenly on Tuesday, January T-3th.

Mr. Pearson, who had been Rector o f Henley, near Ipswich, for 
47 years and was 82 years old, lived alone. He was found by hj  ̂
woman helper on her arrival in the morning at the foot o f the 
rectory stairs in a dying condition. He had a torch in his hand and 
it is assumed that he collapsed as he was about to go ’ upstairs to 
black-out

Mr. Pearson was a man o f great determination. Although he had 
a serious illness last summer, and was incapacitated for a time, he 
recently walked from Henley to Ipswich and back, in compliance 
with a wish he had expressed one of* the parishioners that befoiv 
he died he proposed going the five miles between Henley and Ipswich 
on foot

He carried out the full morning service at liis church on the Sunday 
before his death^ and preached a sermon, although there was only a 
small congregation.

Mr. Pearson was laid to rest on Saturday in a spot selected by 
himself at the foot o f the steeple.

The Revs. C. W . W ordsworth (Rector o f Coddenham), J. R. Chap
man (Rector o f  Bedfield) and L. B. C. Newell (Rector o f Claydon) 
took part in the service, which included the hymns, ‘  Jesu, lover of 
my soul * and * Abide with m e,’ the 23rd Psalm and the Nunc Dimittis.

The principal mourner^ were -Commander Pearson (brother) and 
Mr. H. S. Gotelee.

Before the service a course o f Grandsire Caters was rung on hand
bells by Messrs. C. E. Mec, Charles Mpe, C. J. Sedglev, E. Rivers 
and F. Rolfe. There was a large congregation.

Mr. Pearson learned to ring in his early days, and when he went yp 
to Cambridge in 1879 he, with the help of some friends, founded 
the Clare Association of Ringers, which shortly after became the Cam
bridge University Guild.

At Henley he restored the bells And completed the octave, and 
very many peals in numerous and advanced methods were rung with 
the help o f the Ipswich men. Mr. Pearson rang 229 peals for the 
Norwich Diocesan Association, but he did not approve o f the changes 
which led to the formation of the Suffolk Guild, and thereafter Henlev 
bells and the Rector disappeared from peal records.

Mr. Pearson was for many years a diligent and successful collector 
o f books dealing with bells and ringing, and his collection of early 
and rare works is unrivalled outside the British Museum. In some, 
respects it is the finest o f all, for while all the British Museum copies 
have been rebound and * cut,’ some of Mr. Pearson’s are in the original 
bindings with uncut edges. He had also the copy o f the ‘ Tin- 
tinnalogia,’ which for long was supposed to be the only one extant. 
Mr. E. H Lewis has now a rather better copy.

Some .years ago Mr. Pearson, referring to his books, w ro te : ‘ The 
“  Tintinna^gia ”  formerly belonging to Mr. Lukis is in my possession, 
t have a nice clean and oerfect copy of Stedman’s “  Campanalogia,”  
oubiished in 1677. In 1677 J. W hite published “  A Rich Cabinet With 
a Variety o f Inventions,”  in which is an article on ringing crHtjbed 
nore or less from the “  Tintinnalo^ia.”  White also published the 

^ame article about 1700, under the title o f “  Tintinnalogia.”  I have 
’ n i»*ioerfect copy o f  this and a good copy of the former.

‘ The “  Campanalogia ”  by J. D. and C. M. went through five 
editions, 1702, 1705, 1733, 1753 and 1766, the last corrected by J. 
A*onk. I have copies o f all these five editions. I have copies o f  the 
1788 “  Clavis,”  one o f the so-called second ediHon, and three o f the 
Miird I have two copies o f Shipway’s book, 1816, one o f which is in 
fhe original naoer boards with rough uncut edges. I  have the first 
ind fourth editions o f Hubbard’s book, 1845 and 1876. I have J. W. 
Snowdon’s copy of B. ThackraVs book. I have two copies o f Sottan- 
-tall’s book, one o f which was formerly J. WT. Snowdon’s and contains 
a photo o f the author published in 1874. Also “  The Bell News ”  
reprints, and the later books by Snowdon, e tc .; J. P. Powell’ s “  Sted- 
•nan Triples ”  and Thompson’s “  Grandsire.”  Also I  have all the 
county volumes that have been published on bell inscriptions, etc.*

Mr." Pearson at one time owned a large and handsomely bound 
manuscript, folio size. It is entitled, ‘ The Peal Book o f the Union 
'Scholars of. N cwoort, Isle o f Wiq-ht.’ but actually is a collection of 
miscellaneous records o f earlv performances in different Darts of the 
country. This volume Mr. Pearson presented to the British Museum.

From time time Mr. Pearson contributed articles on various 
historical subiects to the paffes o f * The Bell News.’ They included 
an account o f Theodore Eocleston and a transcript o f the book just 
mentioned. He also published a little book giving a list o f  the rings 
nf eio-ht, ten and twelve bells in the Eastern Counties with the 
founders and weights.

S T .  P ^ T E H S  'TTJ\JBWTr»GF W F I . L S ,
The band at St. Peter’s, Tunbridge Wells, are among the many 

who are doing what .thev can to tide over these difficult times and 
keep the snirit o f the Exercise alive. Under the inpoiration of fheir 
caotain, Mr. B. Collison. they hold fortnightly Wednesday Dractices 
with lashed clappers. They have now six fully qualified ringers, and 
two others are in training. Two of the six qualified ringers are 
women, and so is one o f tne learners The other is the Rev. E. F. 
Yorke. Vicar o f St. Peter’s.
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THE BELLS OF FULHAM.
RUDHALL’S FAMOUS RING.

Among the bells in the metropolitan area none have 
been better known or more loved than those of All Saints’ , 
Fulham. In recent years perhaps restrictions on ring
ing have made them less familiar to ordinary ringers 
than once they were, and opinions on bell tones and 
qualities have much changed; but even now if the ques
tion were asked which of ail the rings of London should 
we most regret to lose, many would not hesitate to 
answer, Fulham. I personally think that there is no 
belfry throughout the length and breadth of the land 
where musical requirements in peal ringihg are more 
completely and pleasantly met than here.

When the first church at Fulham was built no one 
knows. The present .fine building is modern and was 
erected in 1881, but the tower, which it so completely 
matches, dates from 1440. In the Edwardian inventory 
of 1549 it is stated that there then were ‘ V  greate belles 
and a lyttell bell in the steple, and iij hande belles.’ The 
latter were sacring bells and, being no longer required, 
were sold. There remained ‘ in the steple V  greate 
belles and a saunce Bell.’

During the seventeenth century the churchwardens’ ac
counts contain many entries relating to repairs, which 
are interesting as showing the cost of such things. In 
1638 a set of,bell ropes cost 18s. 6d. Two years later 
a set cost ^1 2s. 6d. It rather looks as if in the first 
instance the churchwardens had gone to the cheapest 
market and had got rubbish for their pains. In 1649 
Bastian, of Hammersmith, was paid 18s. for a new 
clapper for the great bell, ‘ the owld one being unser
viceable and indangering the bell.’ In 1650 Robert 
Turner, bellhanger, received 12s. 6d. ‘ for taking 
down and new hanging fower of the bells (the brasses, 
googions and baldricks being decaied and worne out) 
and for new casting the sd. brasses and googians and 
adding to them five pounds more of mettall, and for new 
baldricks and roolls and other worke appearing by bill. ’

In that same year some soldiers had damaged one of 
the bells, how it does not appear. Here is the entry: 
4 To him more (that is to Robert Turner) for taking 
down and new hanging the second bell over throwne by 
the Soldiers, and for locks and rayles, 6s. 8d. ’ The 
probability is that the soldiers having nothing better to 
do, amused themselves with bell ringing, and not being 
skilful ringeri, damaged the hanging. Something simi
lar happened about the same time at Peterborough 
Cathedral, where ‘ the neighbourhood was continually 
disturbed by the soldiers jangling and ringing the bells 
auker (backwards) as though there had been a scare-fire 
(though there was no other but what themselves had 
m ade).’ So some of the inhabitants went by night and 
took away the clappers and hid them in the roof of the 
church.

The Fulham churchwardens’ accounts contain numer
ous entries of payments for ringing. Usually it was for 
some royal anniversary such as the King’s birthday or 
Coronation Day, or for some national event, such as Gun
powder Treason Day, the signing of peace (at Utrecht) 
or some naval or military victory, or it was on one of 
the many occasions when the King passed by on his 
wav to Hampton Court. Easter Day and Christmas

Day were two of the occasions on which the bells were 
rung.-

Time and again the vestry tried to restrict both the 
amount of ringing, and the amount paid for it. On 
May 6th, 1672, it was decided * for ringing on Gun
powder Treason, tenn shillings and no more. And on 
the king’s coronation tenn shillings, and on the king’s 
birthday the like sum of ten shillings and not ‘to exceed 
more in the p ’teculars aforesaid.’

In 1731 the vestry decided that no more than ten 
shillings should be paid on any day and that there should 
be nine ringing days and no more.

In 1636 ten shillings had to be paid to ‘ the king’s 
footmen ’ for not ringing; and in 1642, the year in which 
the civil war broke out, although nine shillings was paid 
on the king’s coronation day, it was ordered that it 
was not to be allowed for tyme to com e.’ The bells, 
however, were still rung on the king’s birthday.

Fulham was one of the several places where the 
ringers claimed the right to an annual supper. In some 
cases there was an endowment; in others an ancient 
custom. It usually took the form of a leg of pork, but 
at Fulham it was a shoulder of veal, eaten on Easter 
Tuesday. ■ The only survival of this once widely-spread 
custom seems now to be in the Middlesex village of 
Harfington.

In 1652 . Fulham bells had fallen into a bad state of 
repair. The parish elected as churchwarden a certain 
Colonel George Langham, but he was anxious not to 
serve and the matter was settled in this manner— ‘ Coll. 
George Langham did voluntarily give to the parish of 
Fulham, on Fulham side, the somme of five pounds, and 
the inhabitants did consent to execute the said Col. laing- 
ham from all offices for the repaire of ye bells' wch are 
now in decay.’ t

Mr. Thomas Crooke was elected in Langham’s stead 
and he forthwith set about the restoration of the peal. 
This was at the time of the Commonwealth and is one 
more proof that bells and ringing were not then 
neglected. The work was entrusted to Bryan Eldridge} 
of Chertsey, and then happened a rather curious thing. 
Crooke and his co-warden, or successor, John Shore- 
croft, had entered into a bond with Eldridge ‘ in ye 
penall sum of 120  li ’ for the payment of the contract 
amount of ^60. Crooke was supposed to have paid part 
and Shorecroft to have discharged the balance, but 
Eldridge did not return the boncl, disputing the pay
ment. He sued Crooke, who had judgment passed 
against him, and was himself taken in execution. He 
appealed to the vestry and the minute book contains a 
detailed account of the' matter.

According to him, when he paid Eldridge the latter 
said that the bond was not then in his custody, but he 
promised to deliver it up in a short time to be cancelled; 
but nevertheless 1 ye said Eldridge putt ye aforesaide 
bonds in suits, and although the said Thomas Crooke 
made a legal defence and proof of ye aforesaid sums 
paid yet judgement went against him.’

The vestry believed Crooke and^reimbursed him the 
money, but we should like to have Bryan Eldridge’s ver
sion of the matter. The Eldridges were a family of hell 
founders who were held in high esteem, and the Original 
sum may not have been paid.

Eldridge cast a peal of six, but by 1728 they had be
come cracked and out of tune. ‘ At a Vestrv held ve
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24th day of July, Anno Domini 1728 pursuant to due 
and legal notice for that purpose, it was unanimously 
agreed and order’d that the whole peal of six bells be 
recast, it appearing that the tenor was broken, the third 
crack’d, and ye rest untunable, and that a' rate should 
be made and levied at four pence in ye pound to defray 

expense of casting and hanging ye said bells and other 
necessary repairs in and about ye same.’

A leading man in the parish at this time was William 
Skelton, a skilled ringer and a member of the Society of 
College Youths. I have already told how his father 
came to the notice of the Bishop of London by detecting 
an attempt to poison the bishop, and how the latter edu
cated him and set him up in life. William Skelton was 
;in Oxford graduate and for many years held the office of 
registrar to the Bishop of London, He now became the 
prime mover in the scheme »to restore the church bells 
and was the leading man in the committee-appointed to 
deal with the matter.

The vestry found that the proposed rate of fourpence 
was insufficient, so they raised it to eightpence, and if 
that were not enough, to tenpence, but it seems this was 
rescinded. The committee decided to instal eight bells 
and applied to the Bishop for a faculty to recast the old 
six and supply two trebles by voluntary subscription; 
accordingly at the next vestny meeting Skelton, as regis
trar, presented the parish with the ‘ Bps Licence Tor ye 
new bells, which was read and thanks returned him.’

The response to the appeal for subscriptions does not 
appear to have been very lively, and in the end Skelton, 
who had made himself responsible for the money, had 
to bear the bulk of the cost, and the vestry decided that 
two bells should bear his name:

The order was given to Abraham Rudhall, of Glou
cester, then at the height of his fame. It was the last 
of the five rings he cast for London churches, the others 
being St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East, 1702, St. George’s, 
Southwark, 1718, St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, 1710, and 
St. Martin’s-in: the-Fields, 1726.

From Gloucester the bells were brought overland to 
the Thames and then by water; and as the barge was 
passing under the bridge at Oxford it sank. It was a 
week before the bells could be hoisted out of the river, 
but at length,-in January, 1730, they arrived at Fulham 
none the worse for their adventure.

The supervision of the tuning was entrusted to John 
Harrison, ,who is famous as the inventor of a clock for 
determining the longitude at sea. For this he received 
(though after long delay) the sum of ,£10,000 which 
Parliament had offered for such an invention. He also 
made other improvements in clocks and escapements. 
‘ He had a musical ear and made experiments in sound 
with a curious monochord of his own invention, from 
which he constructed a new musical scale or mechanical 
division of the octave aqcording to the proportions which 
the radius and diameter of a circle have respectively to 
the circumference.’

(To be continued.)
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
As Dartford is in the defence area, ringers attending the meeting 

on January 31st should, if they are questioned, explain that they 
ere attending a business meeting o f the Kent County Association.

J The daily papers have reported. that Mr. Derek M. Sharp, a well- 
| known member o i  the Crayford .(Kent) band, who is now a cadet in 

America, bad an alarmiug and dramatic experience. He was flung 
out o f a plane while flying and saved himselr-Tby clinging to the tail 
elevators. His friends will congratulate him on his marvellous escape.

The many ringing friends o f Mr. W . Honeyweod, o f  Mistley, will 
regret to learn o f the death o f his wife at the age o f 77. Mr. and 
Mrs. Honeywood celebrated their golden wedding during 1941.

Fifty years ago to-day eight pea’.s were rung. They were : Minor 1, 
Grandsiri Triples 1, Caters 1 Stedman Triples 3, and Kent Treble 
Bob M ajor 2.

Ten years ago to-day 26 peals were rung. They were: Stedman 
Triples 1, Bob M ajor 2, Oxford Treble Bob M ajor 1, Spliced Treble 
Bob M ajor 1 , Double Norwich Court Bob M ajor 4 Superlative Surprise 
M ajor 2, Belgravo 1, Cambridge 4, London 1, Bob Royal 1, Oxford 
Treble Bob Royal 1, Doubles 2, and Minor 5.

The Norwich Scholars rang 7,126 changes ^pf Stedman Cinques at 
M ancroft on January 18th, 1844. I t  was the longest length in  the 
method at the time, and, according to tradition, was a splendidly 
struck performance.

The first peal definitely known to have been rung by the College 
Youths was 5,060 Grandsire Cinques at St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, on 
January 19th, 1725. Matthew East called the bobs.

The Norwich Scholars rang the first peal o f Double Norwich Court 
Bob Maximus at St. Peter’s, Maiicroft, on January 20th, 1817.

The College Youths rang the first peal o f Stedman Triples on hand
bells at the W hittington and Cat, Bethnal Green, on January 21st. 
1854.

- Janies Motts, o f Ipswich, died on January 21st, 1923, at the age o f 63.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual m eeting o f *tho Barnsley and District Society was held 
it  the Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Saturday, January 10th, and mem
bers were present from  Cawtliorne, Eastwood, Felkirk, Hoylaodswaine, 
Sandal, Sprotborough, Sheffield (St. Marie’s) and W atli.

The business meeting was at 3.30 p.m ., and the honorary president, 
Canon W . E. Wilkinson, Rector o f St. M ary’s, occupied the chair.

The balance sheet was very encouraging, as it  showed that after a 
year o f difficulties and no tower bell ringing the society had a balance 
o f £1 7s. lOd. On tho motion o f Mr. Ford, seconded by Mr. Gill, the 
auditors, it was adopted unanimously.

The secretary’s report stated that since the last annual meeting 
ten monthly meetings and one committee meeting had been held, the 
average attendance at the meetings being nine. Considering the small 
number o f handbell ringers in the society’s area, this Was fairly good. 
Handbells had been ma'de good use o f since the ban on tower bells. 
Many subscriptions were outstanding, but this was chiefly due to the 
annual shield contest not being held, for that brought together a lot 
o f members with whom the officials do not otherwise get into touch. 
No dqubttliis  will be put right when normal times return.

It was very encouraging 10 the secretary to know that despite all 
the difficulties the work o f the society had been carried on. aud he 
hoped that this would continue until the end o f the war, when with 
normal times the belfries would be full again^ with the old keenness. 
The report was adopted.

Two new members were elected. The officials were all re-elected : 
Mr. l y  Brookes, Hoy'avdswaine, president ; Mr. H. Chant, Felkirk. 
treasurer; Mr. D. Smith, Felkirk, secretary; Mr. C. Robinson, Caw- 
thorne, and Mr. J . T . W hite, Felkirk, auditors.

The Chairman mentioned that something ought to be done about 
the handbells which are allowed to go to ruin in towers. It might 
happen that some peals o f handbells which are valuable might be 
taken for salvage and so lost. He thought the society as a fiody 
should assume responsibility and try to find out how many towers 
possessed handbells and in what condition they were. I f  they were 
not cared for they should try and arrange to collect them so that any 
tliat were good might be saved and any that were bad might be sent 
to the founders as scrap. The suggestion was accepted and the 
secretary was instructed to get into touSh with all the towers either 
through the ringers or the incumbents.

It was thought bett to change the date o f  the meetings temporarily 
and to arrange them as near to the full moon «6 possible during the 
winter months. The February meeting will be on the 28th, and it 
was agreed to accept an invitation to hold it  at W ath-on-Dearne.

After the vote o f thanks to the chairman for  all he had done, the 
members adjourned to the dining room, and after tea the handbells 
were made good use o f until 8.30 p.m. The methods rung were 
Grandsire and Stednian Doubles, Plain and Treble Bob Minor, Grand
sire and Stedman Triples, Bob M ajor, Plain and Little Bob M ajor 
Spliced. Grnndsire Caters and Bob Royal.
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THE PROPOSED ‘ RINGERS COUNCIL.’
SUGGESTION 4 CATCHES ON.*
Views of Representative Ringers.

The suggestion, put forward in last wdfk’s issue o!
The Ringing W orld ,’ that discussions might be carried 

on in the torm of a meeting through our columns on sub
jects of general interest in connection with ringing has 
aroused considerable interest, and below we print some 
representative views on the subject. The novelty of 
‘ running a meeting * through 4 The Ringing W orld ’ 
seems to have caught the fancy of many ringers, and we 
shall be glad to have the views of other of our readers 
on the subject.

MEANS OF M AINTAINING ACTIVE INTEREST.
Dear Sir,— Your correspondent’s * novel suggestion ’ is a very in

teresting one, and for ray part I cordially welcome it as a means o f 
maintaining active interest in our art and o f promoting practical 
preparation for tbe undoubtedly difficult task awaiting us after the 
war. *

Allow me to make two suggestions. First there is the question of 
a name for the movement. Clearly it would not constitute a ‘ Council.’
‘ Symposium ’ would sound too highbrow : ‘ Ringers’ Brains Trust * 
too ominously suggestive o f the dialectical subtleties o f the Methods 
Committee and its critics.

I suggest that it- be known as the 4 Ringers’ Conference.’
My other point is that, while all those taking part should be free 

to express tneir views with perfect frankness and without reserve, 
one and all should be required to treat their opponents with' the 
utmost courtesy, and any tendency to undesirable personalities should 
he rigidly and uncompromisingly excluded.

In conclusion, it  seems to me that for purely practical reasons the 
' president o f tho conference ’ must be none other than the Editor

/  F. LI. EDW ARDS.
Kington Magna* Rectory.

SUPPORT FROM LEEDS.
Dear Sir,—I was greatly interested in tho letter appearing in the 

nirrent issue o f * The Ringing W orld ’ over the name o f Mr. J. P. 
Price. As a long standing and regular member o f the Central Council, 
one cannot but recognise all the difficulties facing the Council, both as 

arranging o f meetings, accommodation and travelling 
facilities, which I am o f  opinion are likely to get more difficult in the 
near futurfc.

A t the same time one can quite see the essential point (which is 
more obvjous than much correspondence that you are expected to 
insert) that in the meantime it is o f utmost importance to maintain
• ue interest o f the Exercise in these trying and difficult times, and I 
am o f opinion that the suggestion o f Mr. Price would form a valuable 
nucleus to arouse interest ^pd enthusiasm. For my part, I would be 
only too pleased to take part in any discussions that may be intro
duced, i f  the proposals come to fruition, and to help in making the 
scheme a succcss. PERCY J. JOHNSON.

Leeds.

AN EXCELLENT SUGGESTION.
Sir,—-I read with interest the letter from  J. P. Price m ‘ The 

Hinging W or’.d ’ o f January 16tli. I t  is an excellent suggestion and 
°ne that should appeal to many members o f  the Exercise.

It  is generally acknowledged that it is imDossible for the Central
> ouncil to meet in session during the war, for  many reasons which 
;>re obvious. At the same time, tribute should be paid to the secre
tary, Mr. G. W . Fletcher, and others for  their efforts, however un
successful. in many directions in trying to remove the ban on church 
M Iringing.

Unfortunately, there are ringers who are always ready to criticise 
generally under a ‘ nom-de-plume ’ without making any effort tliem- 
'Wves to improve or put forward constructive proposals. I feel certain 
Mr. Price’ s letter will be read and studied with interest, and I  welcome 
the suggestion that views sent to the Editor o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ’

for publication must each be published in tbe sender’* own name 
No doubt, sir, you' will be having the views o f otHere, so that it. will 
be Tpossible to get things moving as soon as possible. Personally,- I 
am prepared to support Mr. Price’s proposed nation  that a small 
commitee be formed immediately to consider artd report upon the 
best- and quickest means o f  rehabilitating ringing when the war is 
over. I feel sure, too, that your leading article o f January 16th 
onoourages the hope that you will assist in this ereellent work.

*  * ALBERT W ALKER.
Birmingham. . . .  . ..

COMPENSATION* FOR C.C. ACTIVITIES.
Dear Sir,—I have read with very great interest the letter o f Mr. 

J. P. Price, and welcome most cordially the suggestion contained 
therein. Is feel very certain that there are many subjects that could 
be profitably discussed ill your columns, and now, is the time for it to 
bfe given afctrial through the means suggested.

In your Jbxcellent leader you say, ‘  jNothing is better for a man’s 
outlook than to hear and study the views and opinions o f others.’ 
W ith that I  am certain we are in total agreement. There is no 
keener member and supporter o f the Central Council than myse’.f, and 
no one regrets more the impracticability o f its holding, a t  present, 
its meetings.

IT Mr. Price’s suggestion was put into practice i t  would compensate 
in no, small way for the temporary cessation o f the Central. Council’s 
activities.

As you point out, ‘ There arev obvious and serious difficulties to 
contend with.’  W e agree with that. You also say ‘ there are great 
possibilities in the suggestion.’ W ith that we also agree. I would 
very much like to see the suggestion put into practice, and 1 , for one, 
can promise my wholehearted co-operation.

GEORGE R. NEW TON.
Liverpool.

OPPORTUNITY TO FIND HIDDEN TALENT.
Dear Sir,—I read with great interest your correspondent’s sugges

tion that we. hold a Council meeting through the pages o f ‘ The Ring
ing W orld .’ I  think it is one o f the brightest ideas we have had put 
forward for some time, for not only will it help .to keep the interest 
in ringing, it will also give the guilds aiid associations the chance to 
study the form  o f possible future candidates and be a great help in 
choosing future representatives to the Central Council.

W ho knows! There may be a lot o f  hidden talent among the 
younger generation, and I think this is a fine opportunity to bring 
it  out. R. RICHARDSON.

Surfleet, Lincs. -

A CHANGE TOR TH E  CRITICS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The novel proposal suggested in the last issue o f  ’ The 
Ringing W orld ’ appears to be worthy o f  much serious attention. I t  
has for some time been obvious that there is a great deal o f - dis
satisfaction amongst ringers at the present state o f affairs, but very 
few suggestions have been put forward which seem to be o f a practical 
nature. Most o f the critics are merely critics o f other people’s alleged 
inactivity, and even tliose who can see ‘ obvious advantages’ : in a 
certain proposal, like the anonymous person whose letter appeared 
on December 9th, can only call for ‘  somebody to do something.*

Now an opportunity occurs which will give everybody a chance to 
put forward their own ideas for the welfare o f ringing, both during 
the period o f the ban and after, and also to say something for or 
against other people’s ideas. I , fo r  one, therefore, welcome the 
proposal. - * * ,

There should, however, be no thought o f interfering with the rights 
o f the Central Council or o f the several associations; and no decision 
taken should be in any way binding on those bodies, A t the same 
time, the Council and the association will no doubt be very glad to 
have well expressed opinions o f ringers, for guidance in the difficult 
days ahead.

Further, the proposal that no anonymous contributions to the debate 
should be admitted will provide an opportunity to ringers to find the 
many new and capable young men who will • be required a fter the 
war to take up office in the associations and the Council.

C. T. COLES.
Highams Park.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  R EPAIR8 
OR R E P A IN T IN G  C F  D IALS.
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STEDMAN TRIPLES.
MR. SLACK’S PEAL.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— As Mr. Slack mentions my name, perhaps you will allow 

mo to say that, so far as X know, neither J3ulwer c o r  Haywood ever 
•'^pressed any" public opinion about the ’possibility o f obtaining a 
ppal of Stedman Triples in two exactly similar parte and two singles, 
w hat they may have said in private letters and correspondence I 
have, pf course, no means o f knowing.

Both o f them had studied and understood tSie early multi-bob peals, 
but they treated them as stages in the development o f  the composition 
o f the method which had become obsolete when Thurstans' peal 
appeared, and 'neither would seem to have bo much as considered 
whether the B  Block plan was oapable o f development and improve
ment. For them peals o f Stedman Triples meant twin-bob peals. 
Now a twin-bob peal in two exactly similar part* is so obviously an 
impossibility that they accepted the fact without comment, and there 
was for them no problem in the matter. There certainly f a s  hot f«r  
Hey wood, for more tlian once he publicly stated that the only out
standing problem in Stedman composition was a  seven-part peal. 
That Law James afterwards supplied^ but whether it was the sort of 
petal Heywood was thinking about I am not sure.

Thr. practical objeotions to peals composed o f B  Blocks are so 
obvious that they have been almost entirely negleatfed. When I  wrote 
my book on Stedman there was not the slightest evidence that com
posers considered a peal in two equal parts was a particularly desirable 
thing to be aimed at. I t  was, I  think, Mr. Srack who first mentioned 
the thing in public, and the statement by the, anonymous writer 
whom he calls ‘ The Cross-Eyed Y o k e l ’ that it was impossible, was 
obviously an attempt to draw him. Since it resulted in Mr. Slack’s 
poal we may not altogether regret the attempt.

The peal cannot be said to mark any particular stage in the develop
ment o f  Stedman Triples composition, and has. little practical value, 
but that does not mean it  has no interest as a composition. Many... . .. ■' ;• ■ 1 ---- L1- :—:— Uut no one will for a

in composing it, or

J. ARM IGER TROLLOPE.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
MEETING AT ST. GILES’ .

A most successful meeting was held at St. ^Giles’ , Norwich, on 
Saturday, January 10th. Various methods were rung during the a fter
noon on the qjgnt bells, which seem to go as well as ever. The 
service was conducted by the general' secretary,'the Rev. A . 'G . G- 
Thurlow, and a most interesting address was given by the V icar of 
St. Giles’ , the Rev. D. E. Rae. . . ' '

A splendid tea was provided in St. Giles’ Hall by certain ladies who 
seem quite undaunted by war difficulties, and this was followed by 
the business meeting. Mr. W . L. Duffield was in the chair, supported 
by ringers from A d c, Attleborough, Bergh Apton Buxton, Diss.

people will hold that it is not worth ringing, but no one will for a 
minute seek t o ‘belittle the merits o f Mr. Slack
of Mr. Maurice Hibbert in calling it.

Ealing, W.5.

TH E MUSIC OF TRIPLES. 
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—W hilst suspecting Dr. Slack made his statement re 
musical properties o f his peal in th ere in  o f ironic sarcasm permeating 
the context, it  always amuses me to hear o f people talking o f Trjples 
peals as musical or otherwise, as this constantly occurs in ringers’ con
versation. The only way I know to make any Triples composition 
apparently  musical is to have as many o f the m ost musical changes 
as possible at backstroke, where they are emphasised by the liand- 
stroke pause, o f which Messrs. Pitman and Parker have produced 
good examples.

But there are only 5.XW0 changes o f Triples, and all have to be 
rung good or bad, in any Triples method or composition, so if you 
have jam  in one place you have margarine in others! .W hen  you 
come to M ajor and upwards you can pick 5,000 changes from  any 
number between forty thousand and forty million, but not in Triples.

Personally, I  have" never heard any bad triple changes in a well- 
struck touch or peal, on bells o f average musical quality (proba,bly 
due to a defective musical education), and even so-called musical 
changes are nothing i f  murdered.

I have been struck by the fact that chief opposition, or intolerance, 
to peals o f Triples, Stedman in particular, comes from  ringers who 
have a reputation on M ajor methods, often a good one. I  quite 
appreciate that all orthdodox peals o f  M ajor have at least three 
observ ation bells, continuously, and another two for longer or shorter 
periods, according to plan o f  composition, and can realise their diffi
culty in sympathising with or understanding peals w ith 'none. W e 
all have met, for instance, the experienced ringer o f Stedman Cinques, 
who affects to despise Doubles, because if  he unfortunately gets en
trapped in the latter he doesn’t know how to make a single!

Mr. Keeble’ s naive suggestion that figures can ‘ always ’ be obtained 
from those who have them is goad. W ho wants to keep writing out 
half a  peal o f Stedman, for people to keep as a museum piece? It 
was precisely to stop this that figures were sent to ‘ The Ringing 
W orld .’ The necessity o f this has been emphasised this week by 

■oven the composer’s admission that he now has no copy o f figures. 
Now, sir, that yeti- have had some destructive criticism oh the way 
the peal was presented, how about a  little article, under your own 
uame, telling us how it should be arranged aud learnt? Everybody 
will be interested in the correct way.

Finally will ‘ A Member ’ not be too hard on iff hese Bushey peoole,’ 
please, and remember that it was a district m eeting o f the Herts 
Association attended by members oi\tside the county. Even Bushey 
people are human, or so they say!

In any case, they had the courage o f  their convictions and didn’ t 
liide behind a nom-de-plume.

MAURICE P. R HIBBERT ,

THE CHURCH OF ST. G IL E S ,  NORWICH.

Forncett, Great Yarmouth, Long Stratton, Lowestoft, Mulbarton. 
Norwich, Redenhall, Wymondham and W arsop (Notts). The general 
secretary Vead a letter from his predecessor, Mr. Nolan Golden, and 
another from  Mrs. Smalls about her husband, who is a prisoner of 
war in Germany. It was decided to make the next meeting the 
annual general meeting, and to hold it  at St. Peter’s, Mancroft, on 
the Saturday after Easter, April 11th.

•The general secretary’s review o f the past year’s work showed that 
keenness is well maintained, in spite o f the difficulties. The five 
meetings held had all been well attended. The financial position is 
satisfactory, the smaller income being offset by smaller expenses than 
usual. It was decided tq issue an annual report in a very much 
abbreviated form. Members stood in silence as a tribute o f respect 
to the members who had passed away during the past year, including 
the president. Canon Aubrey Aitken, Vicar o f Great Yarmouth.

Votes o f thanks were passed to the V icar for the use o f the bells 
and the Parish Hall, and for Dreaching the sermon and playing the 
organ at the service; to the ladies who had provided such a solendid 
tea; and to the foreman o f St. Giles’ tower for silencing the bells 
(had lie been a policeman 30 years ago, during the suffragette move
ment, he would probably have had to try silencing the belles as well). 
A few courses on handbells brought a very liappy afternoon to a close.

IN F O R M A T IO N  A S K E D  F O R .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—The loss to the Exercise by  the death o f so many o f its 
great and respected comnosers during recent years makes it  all the 
poorer. Very difficult will it  b <  to fill their places.

Some time ago Mr. J. A. Trollope gave some articles on methods 
and proof which made interesting reading and study, from which 
many o f us were let into secrets we had not known before.

There are other men who appear to hold secrets, and I wonder if 
they too could be nersuaded to reveal them to the Exercise through 
the medium of ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ and not leave it  till thev have 
passed to the nlace from whence no traveller returns. Recently wr 
have heard a bit about Round BlocVs. Transpositions, etc. What does 
it all m ean? W hat is its usefulness and what does it-prove? Perhaps 
with more detailed explanation we might begin to understand and 
see through the darkness. The science o f permutation is very 
fascinating and gives the life to our ringing which otherwise would 
become dull and moribund.

Thants to those who from  time to time give lectures in their own 
particular associations to add interest at the meetings. 

Asliton-under-Lyne. W . W  WOLSTENCROFT.
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ESSFX ASSOCIATION.
BLIND ORGANIST IS M ADE R IN GIN G MEMBER.

A t the annual district meeting o f the Northern Division at Booking 
on. Saturday, January 10th, Mr. I . T. Chapman, A .R .C .O ., who can 
already ring Bob Minor, was elected a member. Altogether I t  mem
bers attended the me ,tin°f from the seven following towers : Boreham, 
Halstead, Earls Co'ne, Braintree, Dedham, Dunmow and Booking. 
The ringers availed themselves o f the handbells, and a fine course o f 
Bob Royal was rung just before the service, which was conducted by 
the Dean, the Very Rev. E. Rogers. Mr. I. T. Chapman was at the 
organ and during the singing o f the last hymn a collection was taken 
for the Bell Restoration Fund, and amounted to 8s. 6d.

The ringers then adjournecfrto the Church Hall, where tea was very 
kindly provided by Mr. and Mrs. R . Suokling and ably served by Mrs. 
Suckling.

The business meeting followed, with the District Master (Mr H. \V. 
Smith) in the chair.

The secretary (Miss H . G. Snowden) presented tlie annual report, 
which showed that meetings had been held at Booking, Halstead 
and Braintree with an average attendance o f 12. Seven handbell 
peals were rung, 3 o f Bob Major, 2 Bob Royal and 1 Minor in four 
methods, the conductors being C. W . W oolley 5, O. Broyd 1. Attempts 
had been made throughout the year to keep the Exercise alive with 
handbell practices, and the practice a t Booking under the conductor- 
ship o f Mr. L. W . W iffen had yielded two recruits. The report ended 
with ar| appeal by the secretary to in embers to support the meetings 
more

Mr. Ridgwell congratulated Miss Snowden on the report. In these 
very difficult times he considered the report an excellent one.

Mr. L. W . Wiffen then too If the chair during the election o f the 
District Master. Mr. Wiffen paid a tribute to the way Mr. Smith 
had carried out the duties o f Master during the past year, and hir 
re-election was agreed to on the motion o f Mr. F-. Ridgwell, seconded 
by Mr. H. Hammond.

It was proposed by Mr. R. Suckling, seconded by Mr. F. Claydon, 
that Miss H . G. Snowden be re-elected secretary for the ensuing 
year.—Mr W . Keeble, in a letter he had written, expressed a wi9fa 
to associate his name with the re-election o f the officers.

Both officers accorded their thanks to the members for their re- 
election.

The two committee members, Mr. F. Ridgwell and Mr. F. Claydon, 
were re-elected

The election o f new members then took place, and the secretary 
proposed Mr. I. T. Chapman, A .R .C .O ., and Miss C. Chapman as 
ringing members. Miss Snowden said that Mr. Chapman, in spite of 
his tremendous handicap, had succeeded in the short space o f three 
months in ringing B ob Minor. The company had witnessed during 
the afternoon the very creditable perform ance by both these new 
and very enthusiastic recruits.—The proposition was seconded by Mr. 
R. Suckling and carried unanimously.

Earls Colne was chosen as next place o f meeting, which the secretary 
said would be some time in April.

The District Master then proposed a vote o f thanks to the Dean 
for kindly conducting the service and for his' address, to Mr. Chapman 
for playing the organ, and to Mr. and Mrs. Suckling for so kindly 
providing the tea.

Several methods were rung on handbells, including a course of 
Treble B ob Royal. v

L E A V I N G  B K L L S  UP.
A DANGEROtfS CUSTOM.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,-1-A. lew weeks ago one o f  your correspondents asked the 

question whether it is right to leave bells up. He was thinking o f 
damage that might happen to the bells themselves, and he got a reply 
from Mr John H . B. Hesse dealing fully with that point.

But I  have been wondering why no one lies pointed out the danger 
that might happen to any person who might go into the bell chamber 
whether on business or curiosity, who did not understand how and 
why bells are up. Such a person might easily push off a bell that 
s<?t lightly or even by leaning heavily on it break a defective stay.

I remember some years ago going into a tow er'w here one or two 
bells were up. There were workmen just beginning to put some wire 
netting over one o f the windows, in front o f which was one o f  these 
raised bells. Thev,.were climbing about it and about to nut lip their 
ladders on the frame. I  asked them if they thought it safe, and tliev 
seemed surprised wher^I told them that a very little would Dush thr 
bell off, and if one o f  them slipped into the pit when it did so it 
•would be very nasty for  him.

They had only just begun their work', and, o f course. I  took the 
liberty of dropping the bell, but there might have been a nasty 
aoeident.

Bells should never be left up if there is any chance that strangers 
may get among them. But did I  not read somewhere in 1 The Ringing 
World ’ that the bells of one London church were left up during the 
four years o f the last w ar5 ' A VILLAGE RINGFR ’

THE HERTFORDSHIRE RESOLUTIONS.
THE COUNCIL’S ACTIVITIES.

To the Editor.
Sir,—Apropos the letter from  ‘ A  Member ’ in your current issue, 

this effusion, although written by an anonymous writer, needs, I 
think, a reply. *

His remarks, however, in the second and third paragraphs are very 
amusing and, I am sure, are certain to be o f interest, insomuch that 
we are assured that at the  ̂first meeting o f the Council after the war 
the present members o f the various committees will then offer to the 
Council a report. One thing, hiwever, your correspondent has forgot
ten, and that is that; this year all the members need re-electing.

W e all know in this district that the Analysis Committee will bo 
all right in tho very capable hands o f Mrs. Fletcher, that the Methods 
Committee meet every Sunday, and wc further know that several 
committees have not met since they were appointed.

The whole thing is this. In June, 1940, the Ringing Exercise re
ceived the greatest blow' to its activities in the whole o f its history, 
and in the opinion o f this district the Standing Committee should 
lrave met and discussed the matter in a broad light.

W e know and appreciate the great services rendered to the Exercise 
by the secretary o f the Council, but I  must assure your readers that 
Mr. Fletcher is not the Central Council.

As the mover of the resolution at Busliey last November, I would 
like to inform your readers that we do not expect the Council to meet 
in session, but we do expect a little more life from  the Standing 
Committee. • •
. I  am fully aware that severaKof our friends will shout out about 

heing on war work, and I can assure i-liese people at once that tho 
»reat m ajority o f the people who meet at Bushey on the last Saturday 
■i each month* are also on war work and also working long hours, 

"o r  the benefit o f ‘ A Member ’ these meetings start at 3 p.m. and 
Inish at 1 1  p.m., and he will be made very welcome if  he cares to 
■orne along.

Now I  comp to his last paragraph. This calls to t  drastic action. 
Have we in this district ever said or hinted that we could run the 
Central Council or ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ better than the people who 
are at the moment in charge o f the foregoing two affairs? No, but 
we assert the right to criticise the actions* o f  both o f them at any 
time, and further that any member o f  the said Central Council who 
replies under the guise o f a nom-de-plume is not fit to be a member 
o f the Central Council.

Regarding the remarks about Dr. Slack’ s peal, I  must inform him 
at once that we in this district have already rung the peal, but we 
are wanting to give him the chance touring and also to call the peal.

There is just one more point. My resolution with regard to tho 
Central Council is only a m atter for the H ertford County Association, 
and while welcoming any critic, I resent a puerile attempt at cheap 
wit and sarcasm by anyone. E B W IN  JENNINGS.

Bushey.

SOMEBODY MUST ACT.
Dear Sir,—In replv to ‘ A Member’ s ’ letter, I would like to point 

out that it must be oDvicras to even him that the future o f the Exercise 
has got to be planned by somebody, and the most able body to do 
that should be the Central Council. However, a solution to the 
problem m ight*be found in the suggestion o f  a Ringers’ Council, 
th a t  remains to be seen.

The remarks passed b y . ‘ A Member ’ in the last part o f his letter 
show, to my mind, very bad taste. Nevertheless, I can assure him 
that the capabilities o f the Bushey people, being far in excess o f his, 
could manage the whole bag o f  tricks, as he "suggests.

Finally, it is my opinion that if ‘ A  M em ber’ is not good enough 
to sign his name, he is not good enough to be a member at all.

RUSSELL G. SPEARS.
7. Glenwood Grove, N .W .9.

F A T A L  BELF-R Y  A C C I D E N T .
AU STRALIAN  RIN GER’S DEATH.

During the ringing at St. Philip’s Church, Church Hill, Sydney, 
Australia, on June 11th, Roy Herbert Henry Livett received injuries 
from which lie died. ■ -

Evidence was given in the Coroner’s Court that three men assisting 
Livett to ring the bells saw him suddenly drawn to the belfry ceiling 
->n the bell rope. He struck the ceiling, and then fell 20 feet to  the 
floor. One o f  his wrists and one o f  his feet were fractured.

The deceased’ s father said that the men had gone Jo St. Philip’s 
Church to practise bellringing. Tile accident occurred after three 
rounds on the bells had been rung.

‘ My son was dazed after the fa ll,’ said Livett. ‘ Later, he said 
fv me : “ W hen it came to my turn on the fourth round I felt cllsay. 
and I don’ t remember anything after that.”  ’ :

Witness added that, his son was taken to Sydney Hospital, where 
he received treatment and was allowed to go home. On the following 
day he was advised to go back to the hospital, but he did not do so. 
He developed pneumonia and pleurisy, and died on July 23rd.

The Acting City Coroner recorded a finding o f accidental death
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GRANDSIRE CATERS.
THE H ISTORY OF THE METHOD.

B y  E d g a r  C. S h e p h e r d .
(Continued from  page 34.) _

In 1883 four members of the Birmingham Amalga
mated Society rang 10,176 Grandsire Caters in hand. 
According to Tom Miller’s peal book it was 1 rung in' 
first class style. ’ Apparently thtese lively young men 
were not regarded too favourably by the St. Martin’s 
Society. Mr. Miller has related how Henry Johnson 
maintained that John Carter would never compose and 
ring 10,000 Grandsire Major. Carter took up the chal
lenge, and composed and conducted the peal. It is 
significant that, of the witnesses, three were members of 
the St. Martin’s Societv and five were of the Amalga
mated Society.

In December of the same year the Amalgamated 
Society rang on handbells 6,137 Grandsire Caters, and 
this remained the longest length of Grandsire Caters 
until the 8,09.9 at New Cross in 1912. The figures of 
the 6,137 may be found in the C.C. Collection, No. 63.

In 1888 the Oxford Diocesan Guild rang 13,247 Grand
sire Caters at Appleton, and so beat the cecord estab
lished at Painswick 71 years before. The peal was rung 
in 8 hrs. 5 mins., and the band stood as follows: E. 
Holifield treble, C. Hounslow 2, H. Baker 3, W . Bennett 
4, Rev. F. E. Robinson 5, F. White 6 , J. Avery 7, G. 
Holifield 8, J. W . Washbrook 9, F. S. White tenor. 
Composed and conducted by J. W . Washbrook.

The Rev. F. E. Robinson, in his book, 1 Among the 
Bells,’ speaks of the perfection of the .ringing, no word 
except ‘ bob ’ being spoken for hours at a stretch.

The figures are given on pages 75 and 76 of Mr. 
Robinson’s book, where they are rather carelessly 
printed. The length is given there as 13,265, and there 
are other errors? The composition, after the first four 
courses, is in five parts, each part having one bell be
hind the 9th. It is in long courses, with calls on 78 or 
89 throughout.

In the following year the Appleton performance was 
superseded at Cheltenham by a mixed band drawn from 
Birmingham, Sheffield and the local town. The peal 
board reads: ‘ On Easter Monday, April 22Ad, 1889, Ten 
Members of the above Association (i.e. the Gloucester 
and Bristol Association) rang in this Tower a true peal 
of Grandsire Caters 15,227 changes in 9 hours and 43 
minutes. This peal supersedes all previous records in 
any method on Ten Bells.

‘ Treble, F.'M usty, Cheltenham; 2nd, G. H. Phillpott, 
Esq., Cheltenham; 3rd, S. Reeves, Birmingham; 4th, 
H. Roberts, Cheltenham; 5th, F. E. W ard, Esq., Chel
tenham; 6th, C. H. Hattersley, Sheffield; 7th, J. Plant, 
Birmingham; 8th, W . T. Pates, Cheltenham; 9th,, T. 
Reynolds, Birmingham; Tenor, A. W . Humphris, Chel
tenham. Composed by Mr. HenVy Johnson, of Birming
ham, and conducted by W . T. Pates. Mr. J. Belcher-, 
Umpire. ’

When Mr. William Dyer very kindly sent this in
formation and the figures in April, 1941, the only sur
viving member of the band was Mr. Humphris, who was 
then still an active service ringer. The conductor, Mr. 
W . T. Pates, had never called a bob or single in Grand
sire before starting for the peal!

The composition is in four parts. The first part has 
789 in the Plain Course position and is a mixture of long 
and short courses. The second part turns the bells into

the Tittums' and thenceforward all courses are called 
2, 3 ,,or 1, 2, 3. This part is three times repeated, pro
ducing 42563, from which the bells are brought round in 
the usual way. There are only two Singles (in Parts
2 and 4), and these splice in a ^arge round block of 
Tittum rows.

On Jan. 8th, 1900, Mr. G. E. Symonds called 5,003 
Grandsire Caters on handbells for the College Youths, 
and in 1902 the ‘ heaviest ’ peal in the method was rung 
at Exeter (tenor 72 cw t.). * .

On July 7th, 1912, the Kent Association set up a hand
bell record that has not yet been broken. Five members 
rang John Nelms’ 8,099 " Grandsire Caters at New 
Cross, London, in 4 hours, 17 minutes. The ringers 
w ere: Miss Elsie Bennett 1-2, William Shepherd 3-4, 
Arthur Shepherd 5-6, Frank I. Hairs 7-8, Frank Bennett 
9-10. Conducted by William Shepherd. The figures of 
the peal are given in No. 21, C.C. Collection. The peal 
was the longest length by all except the brothers Shep
herd, who, it will be recollected, were associated with 
Alfred H. Pulling, Frank Blondell and James Hunt in 
the 19,738 Stedman Caters on handbells in the August 
o f the same year.

On May 2nd, 1914, ten veteran ringers met at Aston 
Parish Church, Birmingham, and rang 5,003" Grandsire 

-CaterS. They were : John Carter, Birmingham; Reuben 
Hall, W est Bromwich; John Smith, Tipton; John Brad- 
ney, Wolverhampton J James George, Rugby; James 
Jones, Birmingham; Samuel Spittle, Dudley; William R. 
Small, Tipton ; Thomas Horton, W est Bromwich; John 
Sanders, Birmingham.

Their total years V ere 653 years 10 months.
This survey of the history of the method may fittingly 

conclude with an account of the record length rung in 
1932. ‘ Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers. 
Appleton, Berks. On December 27th, 1932, in 9 hrs. 
and 20 minutes, at the Church of St. Lawrence. A peal 
of Grandsire Caters, 16,271 changes, tenor 14 cwt. 2 
qrs. 19 lbs. Cuthbert G. White Treble, William Sim- 
monds 2, Frank Taylor 3, Richard A. Post 4, Walter F. 
Judge 5, R. Thomas Newman 6 , F. Donald Boreham 7, 
George Holifield 8 , Richard White 9, Frederick White 
Tenor. Composed by G. Holifield, sen. Conducted by 
G. Holifield, jun.

A  N A T I O N  A I A S S O C I A T I O N .
W H AT IS THE GOOD OF ITP 

To the Kditor.
Sir,—Surely Mr. Harris realises that even we older ones were youn;; 

once, and my experience o f  over thirty years mixing with boys on 
the unofficial side has taught me that times may change, but human 
nature remains the same.

W hat is behind the idea o f  a National Association? Let us be 
candid. Finance. l  am willing to admit when we were young no one 
'ooked with re’.ish on paying a subscription to an association after the 
expense o f travelling mile9. But as we get about we realise that if 
■ve are granted permission to attempt a peal that is a privilege. Let 
no one think they have a r ig h t ; they have not. Even in our own 
towers it is a favour from the rector or vicar. This is a free country, 
there is no oomnulsion to join, and if  anyone considers he cannot 
support the local association as a slight return for the privilege then 
'“.t him' stay away.

The main thing, in m v view, against the suggestion is that our 
Exercise is not a snort, but a church organisation. The whole trend 
now is to solit up these big dioceses into smaller ones for  workable 
■(Tort. Wftat would our own Guildford diocesan authorities say if  it 
was suggested they should close down and join a national (imild? I 
certainly cannot see the county associations jumping at the idea. 
Tust fancy all the counties in the Midlands breaking up to join one 
big association. I f  they did. then they would still have to split up 
into districts, and what would be the gain?

As Mr. Hughes asked this week, will it  improve ringing? No, tlial 
is the one view we want to keep in mind witn new suggestions.

The Grammar School, Guildford. A. H. PTTLLING.
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NOTICES
THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 / 6.

NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN 
MONDAY, i

' The Ringing World ’ can Be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d it o r i a l  
O f f ic e  o f  * T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P v r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Annual meeting, 
St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury, Jan. 24th. Handbells, service 
and business meeting.— W . A. Farmer, Hon. Sec.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— The annual meeting will be held at Leicester 
on Jan. 24th. Ringing (silent) from 3 p.m. till 5 p.m. 
at St. John’s. Tea at the Cathedral Church House 6.30 
p.m. at about Is. 9d. each, followed by a meeting. After
wards there will be a social evening at the Globe Hotel, 
near the Cathedral.— H. W . Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec., 
53, Landseer Road, Leicester.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. —  Derby 
District.— The annual meeting will be held at St. Peter’s 
Parochial Hall, Derby, on Saturday, Jan. 24th. Hand
bells available 3 p.m. Business meeting for election of 
officers 4 p.m. Will all towers please send representa
tives?— W m . Lancaster, Hon. Sec., 83, Albert Road, 
Chaddesden, Derby.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Northern Branch, 
(lainsborough District. —  The annual meeting will be 
held on Saturday, Jan. 24th, in All Saints’ Ringing 
Chamber, Gainsborough. Service 5.30 p.m. Business 
meeting 6 p.m.* Ringing up to 9 p.m. on handbells and
6 clapperless tower bells.— Geo. L. A. Lunn, Hon. Sec., 
248, Lea Road, Gainsborough.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTH S.— 
The next meeting will be held on "aturdav, January 31s', 
at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E.7, at 3 p.m. 
The payment of Is. 8d. to enable those members who 
have not attended the required number of meetings to 
vote on matters of finance is now due.— A. B. Peck, Hon. 
Sec., 1 , Eversfield Road, Reigate.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Eastern District.—
I he district annual general meeting will be held at 

'C helmsford Cathedral on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Eight 
Mlent bells available. Business meeting in the belfry at 
•'.45. Service at 4.30. It is regretted that arrange
ments for tea cannot be made, but efforts are, being made 
*o engage a room for the evening for a social chat and 
handbell ringing at which all ringers and their friends 
are welcome.— H. W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec., 48, 
Arbour Lane, Chelmsford.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Lewisham Dis
trict. —  The quarterly meeting will be held at Holy 
Trinity, Dartford, on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Tower open 
for handbell ringing at 3 p.m. Tea, at the kind invita
tion of the local ringers, at 4.45 p.m. Business .meeting 
to follow. Members requiring tea must notify Mr. R. 
A. Jenkins, Cosette, 76, Brent Lane, Dartford, not 
later fthan Tuesday, Jan. 27th. Subscriptions are now 
due and should be paid at this meeting. —  A. G. Hill, 
Hon. Dis. Sec., temporary address: 53, Hengist Road, 
Erith, Kent.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD— Welling, 
borough District.— The branch annual meeting will be 
held at Irthlingborough on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Ser
vice at 4.30, followed by tea in Co-operative Hall, Queen 
Street. Please come for ‘ old times sake,’ but let’ me 
know early and bring your sugar. Handbells available. 
— A. Bigley, Hon. Branch Sec., 30, Allen Road, Irth
lingborough.

H ERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, Jan. 
31st* Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting 5 p.m. 
All welcome. —  H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, 
Watford.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— The annual general 
meeting of the Association will be held at the Leeds and 
County Conservative Club, South Parade, Leeds, on 
Saturday, Jan. 31st, at 3 p.m. prompt. Unfortunately, 
it has not been found possible to make arrangements for 
tea, but an announcement regarding this matter will be 
made at the meeting. A social evening will take place 
on the same premises at 6.30 p.m., for which the small 
charge of Is. per head will be made to cover expenses. 
All members are cordially invited. Subscriptions are 
now due and reports will be available at this meeting.—  
Leslie W . G. Morris, Hon. Gen. Sec., 65, Lilyeroft Road, 
Heaton, Bradford.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western District.— 
The annual district meeting will be held at Romford on 
Saturday, Jan. 31st. Service at 4 p.m. Business meet
ing to follow. Handbells available. All ringers wel
come. —  J. H. Champion, Hon. Sec., 14, Wellesley 
Road, Wanstead, E .l l .

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Dorchester 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at.St. Peter’s, 
Dorchester, on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Handbells in the 
church from 2.30 p.m. (It is hoped the silent apparatus 
will also be ready.) Service at 4, followed by tea and 
business meeting at Major’s Cafe— opposite the church. 
Kindly notify for tea by Tuesday, 27th inst.— C. H. Jen
nings, Hon. Sec., 59, Portland Road, W yke Regis, 
Weymouth.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.— Daventry 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Staverton 
on Saturday, Jan. 31st. Silent and handbeil ringing. 
Kindly notify me for tea and bring your own sugar.— 
W . C. Moore, 5, William’s Terrace, Daventry, 
Northants.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD. —  A 
meeting will be held at Wadhurst on Saturday, Feb. 7th. 
Handbells and six silent tower bells. Tea for those who 
notify by Feb. 4th,— C. A. Bassett, Hon Sec., 3, Pen- 
drill Place, Wadhurst, Tunbridge Wells.

D E A T H S .
CLARKE. —  At St. Peter’s Hospital, Bedford, on 

Friday, Jan. 9th, 1942, Charles William Clarke 
(‘ Charlie ’ ) . Interred at Ourtdle, Northants, Jan. 12th. 

POTHECARY.— On Tuesday, Jan. 13th, 1942, after
prolonged suffering, May Elizabeth, wife of C. 
Pothecary, 73, Fernlea Road,. Mitcham, Surrey.

H A N D B E I  L S  W ' N T E D .
W AN TED, good set of Handbells; )  to 3 octaves; 

chromatic.— H. Halford, 4, All Saints’ Road, Chelten
ham.
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE 

* from  the  
Rot . E. 8 . POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S.P .A .B . ..........................
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS .......................................... ................... ..........................
METHOD SHEETS.— Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................

Double Norwich and Cambridge Court
'  Bristol Surprise M ajor ..........................

HINTS TO INSTRUCTOBS AND BEGINNERS ..................
VARIATIO N  AND TRANSPOSITION ..........................................

'COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New 
Edition) ......... . .................................................................................

s. d.
1  O 

6

1 i
2
3
2
2

1  O

2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’  Is. lO d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

' GRANDSIRE ’ 2s. lO d.; second edition ; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

STAN D ARD M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd. *
' STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lO d.; second edition ; with appendix; 100 pages.
SURPRISE M ETHODS,’ 2s. 

Davies, M .A., F .R .A .S. 
diagrams, 128 pages.

lOd. A  book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 
Contains a tabulated list o f  peals, 10

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from  
M i s s  M A R G A R E T  E, S N O W D O N  
Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6|d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free- By I. Roe and M. Broorrife, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

' CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7id. each, 
(is; 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing fuIT and complete instruction from  the first handling 
o f a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Grandsire, 
Stedman. Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f  Compositions included.
P rice ;—  Comnlete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copiss for  6 /-) .
O M s Im U *  on ly  p o st fr e «  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

I ta v c r to n  V lo arag e , n ear D aventry.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BEILROPES*
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING A N D  HON STRETCHING 
E a t .  1830 . . i r e .  T e l .  2*00

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LO UG H BO R O UG H

O ihm p y o u r  Boll R opes n ow , b e fo re  p ric es  in cre a se , 
p re -w a r  q u a lity , and send us y o u r old Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs w h ilst n o t in usei

Clock and Cbiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modeled BELL IMKSTAKD in Solid S ilw r

D iam eter 2iin  2Jin. 8iin. 3lin . 4in. <iin. ->iu; H t n  

Prioe 1 8 /6  2 2 / 8  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 / -  8 2 /8  8 7 ,8  7 8  8
The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 ciKarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and optioi&n
T e le p h o n e  2 7 6  W  O  I i  I  T V  G

SMITH o f DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or W eight Driven
Makers o f  many famous clocks, in
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  A  S on s, M idland C look W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
Head Offloe and W ork s, Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 8 9  Grams. CLOCKS. DfcRBY

Send for Booklet. RxtimatP-x and Advice Free

Printed for the Proprietor by the W oodbridge Press, Ltd.. Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings, London, E.C.4.


