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LONDON CITY CHURCHES.

The future of London’s bombed churches is a matter
which concerns churchmen generally, and those who are
lovers of those historic buildings will learn with some
alarm that the Deputy Director of the National Buildings
Record has suggested that some, including even the most
notable among them, should not be replaced. Mr. John
Summerson’s official position in this institution gives his
views, which were expressed before the Architectural As-
sociation at a meeting in London, an importance which
cannot be ignored. It is the business of the institution to
supplement the existing graphic, photographic and other
records of buildings of merit, which have been damaged
or are in danger of damage by warfare, by adequate sur-
veys, as well as to make a record of damage to buildings
and of evidence of history or construction which such
damage often discloses. The urgency and importance of
the task has been recognised by the Government, and the
Minister of Works and Buildings has promised the full
co-operation of his department. That fact alone will give
weight to any proposals which may emanate from thé
officials of the National Buildings Record, and the'sug-
gestion that the resjoration of any of Wren’s churches,
except for museupi purposes, should not be undertaken, is,
a disturbing one to -those who have regarded these build-
ings as part and parcel of London itself.

How far the opinions expressed are Mr. Summerson’s
own, or represent the views of the organisation in which
he holds so important a position, is uncertain, but it
would, we think, be.a tragedy if these churches, hallowed
by centuries of Christian usage, should be allowed lightly
to pass out of existence." To lose Wren’s original build-
ings by the devastation of war is bad enough, to make
this the excuse never to replace them savours of the pagan
attitude to religion, which we condemn in our enemies.

When Wren undertook the rebiifilding of London
churches after the Great Fire, he beautified the city not
merely with the vision of an artist but with a practical
realisation of the conditions he had to deal with. Where
the church was open to the public gaze, such as St. Lau -
rence Jewry, the whole structure w*| adorned; where the
building was hidden from view he concentrated his skill
on the design of the tower, as in the case of St. Mary-le-
Bow, or on the interior, as in the case of St. Stephen’s,
Walbrook, and often on both, as at St. Bride’s, Fleet
Street. He rebuilt'partly with the material that remained,
but the vital fact not to be lost sight of is that he also re-
built on the sites dedicated for hundreds of years to the
Christian faith. For this alone it would be a real disaster

to our national life to make the present conditions an ex-
(Continued oM page 530.)
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cuse for destroying, except here and there as a museum,
the age-old centres of London’s religious life.

It is true that some of the churches have been, in these
later years, considerably denuded of worshippers, but that
is not necessarily a proof that in the future the people will
not return to the churches in these London parishes, or
that to commercialise the sites now might not be a matter
for perpetual regret in the years to come. London would
not be any better for the wiping away pf these churches,
and spiritually would be far worse off, for even their silent
witness cannot be without effect. It may, of course,
prove necessary in some few instances to sacrifice what
has been regarded as a precious part of London’s heritage,
its glorious city churches, but lightly to suggest that there
is little or no point in restoring the buildings of Wren’s
creation seems to us to savour of sacrilege. Once let.
the idea get abroad in influential quarters that these
churches are not needed and that, therefore, there is no
necessity to reconstruct them, and a great tie with Lon-
don’s past, its people, its history and its religion may be
lost. Once they have gone, gone also will be the cherished
bells, which have marked the lives of untold generations
of citizens by their pealing. Lovers of London churches
will, we hope, watch carefully the trend of events and
take appropriate action if any threatened abandonment of
these historic buildings shows itself.

THE LATE MR. A. G DRIVER.

MR. G. F. WOODHOUSE®S .TRIBUTE.
To the Editor;

Dear Sir,—I should like to add my tribute to the late Mr. A. G.
Driver. After | had made a ringing machine and published a
pamphlet about it, I got a postcard from him, ‘' Very nice, but it
won't splice.’

Splicing had not even occurred to me, and the machine had to be
entirely redesigned so that it was possible to change the method
while the machine was running. This took about three years to
accomplish, during which time we had a long and interesting cor-
respondence, in which lie made many very valuable suggestions. |
think we discussed every possible mechanism that could be used.

I cannot be too grateful to him ior his encouragement and interest,
in fact but for him the machine would never have been altered. |
had the great pleasure of calling on him at Belvedere and getting to
know this modest, kindly genius.

G. F. WGODHOUSE.

Sedbergh.

THE DEVIL AMONG THE BELLS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I remember reading an article in your paper some time

ago, *The Devil Among the Bells.” In my youth | lived at Hindhead,
where the devil was mentioned a lot. The place was named the
Devil's Punch Bowl, and | must say | was scared a bit in going past
it when |1 went to Bramsliott and Haslemere to ring.
" Here at Buxton | have come across a book at the publi library
called *Herod’'s Peal or Devil Among the Bells,” which is remarkable
for its history of the incidents referring to various towers about the
country.

I think ringers would like to read the book. It is a volume of over
300 pages, written by Russel Tliorndyke and published by Rich and
Cowan, Solio Square, London, W.I.

I may say Grandsirc Bob Major, St. James’ Change and Herod's
Peal always excite the devil and cause him to do acts of violence,
hence the sub-title, * Devil Among the Bells.’

JESSE PUPLETT.

18, Victoria Park Road, Buxton.
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
ANOTHER HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPT.

Besides the account of the College Youths described it)
‘ The Kinging World '’ recently, the manuscript book
damaged in the fire raid contained another account by a
different writer and rather later in date. As history it is
quite worthless, but it is interesting as showing how
legends grow up and on what insubstantial grounds so
many of the so-called historical statements about ringing
are based.

It was written in 1849, soon after the society had come
into possession of the copy of the original name and
peal book, by a man named Francis Marshall, of whom 1
know nothing. The account reads as follows:—

An Epitome of the Art of Ringing, compiled from un-
impeachable sources of information, by Mr. Francis Mar-
shall, a Member, in 1849.

The First Company established for the promotion of
the Art of Ringing were the College Youths. They were
instituted November 5th, 1637, by a number of wealthy
and influential individuals, a fact fully corroborated by
the books containing the names of the members and trans-
actions of this society. Lord Brereton was the first Mas-
‘ter; he was succeeded by Sir CIiff Clifton, Knight, who in
his turn was succeeded by persons of the first distinction.

Who the inventor of the Art of Ringing was can only
be conjectured, but there is every reason to ascribe the
honour to-Mr. Fabian Steadman, who was born in the
town of Cambridge in 1631 ; he afterwards became a mem-
ber of this Society, he composed various peals on five and
six bells; being a printer by profession, he transferred his
compositions to paper and distributed round the Country.
It is but reasonable to infer that the company which he
belonged to would be the first to avail themselves of his
discoveries, and they must have made great .progress, as
they were enabled to ring (on the occasion of a visit paid
to Mr. Steadman) on March 30th, 1671, at St. Bennett's,
Cambridge, for the first time the beautiful production
Since known after its author. In 1662 Mr. .Steadman pub-
lished a book styled Campanalogia, or the Art of Ring-
ing, which went through three editions previous to 1680.
Before the extension of the Art to 8 or 10 bells, the
ringers placed the 4th and 8th behind; on 10 bells 1, 2, 3,
10 behind, or which others might be preferred, a plan
even practised to the present Day and styled Mock
Triples, Caters and Cinques.

On January 7th, 1689, the whole peal of Plain Bob
Triples, containing 5,040 changes, with two singles, was
rung at St. Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill, in 3 hours and 45
minutes, composed by Mr. Anable, who also composed
the first peal of Grandsire Triples, which, though false,
was held in great repute until Mr. Holt’s peal was pro-
duced. At this time there were two other Companies
established for the practice of the art, viz., The London
Scholars, and the Union Scholars of whom we cannot ob-
tain any account; they do not appear to have existed long.

On Saturday, February 26th, 1726, the first peal of
Bob Maximus containing 5,280 changes was rung at St.
Bride's, in which a Young Gentleman (Mr. Francis
Geary) assisted; he was a Naval Officer and rose to the
rank of Admiral, he commanded the Grand Fleet in 1789,
and rang several other peals with the company; fre-
quently he met them in after life to amuse himself with
the pastime of his early youth.
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There was another distinguished member whom wc
must not forget, viz., Mr. Benjamin Anable, to him we
are indebted for the improvements in Cators and Cinques
by throwing them into the tittum position (he died in
1755, between 70 and 80 years of age).

The Company appear to have been in great repute up
to 1800 being supported by the most wealthy and influen-
tial persons in the kingdom ; at one time they held their
meetings at the Paul’'s Head Tavern in the City, and on
the anniversary day the members walked in procession to
Bow Church to hear Divine Service; on this occasion the
Company were preceded by their Beadle, dressed in a,
Blue Great Coat &nd cocked hat trimmed with broad gold
lace, carrying a splendid staff surmounted by a silver bell
suspended in a massive frame of embossed silver, repre-
senting St. Bride's and St. Martin’'s Steeples. After
divine service they returned in the same state to their
Club House, and dined together in company with the
Aldermen and other civil authorities. »

There was also at this time a branch of the Company
called the Hertford College Youths, the members of which
met and dined at fhe Town Hall, Hertford, annually, the
chair being usually taken by the Marquis of Salisbury
(who was a great patron of the art of ringing) supported
by the Nobility and Gentry of the County.

In the year 1787 the company visited the City of York
and rung in the Cathedral, on the ten bells, a peal of
Grandsire Cators, and was the first peal ever rung in the
North of England; on this occasion they were received
with marked distinction and Hospitality, entertained by
the Archbishop of York, the Bishops of Norwich, Oxford,
Shrewsbury, and indeed most of the principal Gentry of
the County.

The Company have been patronised by the most emi-
nent men, among whom will be found Dean Aldrich, Sir
Matthew Hale, S. Blackwell, M.P., Admiral Gearey,
Lord Dysart, the late Marquis of Salisbury, the late S.
Whitbread and his son, F. Powell, Esq., Judge Park,
Lord Brereton, Lord Fitzroy Somerset, etc.

The Company have now a continuous record of all the
peals rung by them from their first foundatipn to the
present time, and is well worth the perusal of the Cam-
panologist.

The first three Peals of Minor were rung at St
Saviour’s, Southwark, on November 18th, 1684. The
methods were Oxford Treble Bob, College Single, and
Oxford Single, total 2,160 changes.

» St. Sepulchre’s, Snow Hill,

On January 7th, 1689,
The Company rang the first Peal on eight bells; the
method was Plain Bob Triples (containing 5,040 changes)
with' two singles; it was accomplished in three hours and
fifty-five minutes. Composed and conducted by Mr. Ben-
jamin Anable.

It is quite easy to see where the writer got his informa-
tion from. Most of it came from tfhe earlier manuscript
and from the ‘ Clavis ’; the rest directly or indirectly
from Shipway and Osborn, and the more or less vague
memories of what old ringers like Wrilliam Lyford had
talked about; while many of the statements are only
guesses and glosses by the writer to enhance, as he sup-
posed, the fame and dignity of the society.

He says, for instance, that the founders were a num-
ber of wealthy and influential individuals, but he knew
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nothing whatever about them beyond the fact that the
first two men in the list had titles. He calls the second
Master Sir CIiff Clifton, as did all the writers who fol-
lowed him, but Clifton’s Christian name'actually was
Clifford, and he did not receive his knighthood until 1661,
twenty-three years after he held the office of Master of
the College Youths.

That mistake is understandable and pardonable, but
generally the writer uses his material very badly. He
mixed up.the account of the 1690 peal of Triples from the
earlier manuscript, with the reference to the 1730 peal
of Bob Triples at Southwark in the * Clavis.’

He sayS (following the * Clavis ') that Annable died
in 1755, between 70 and 80 years of age; and a little later
that he composed and conducted the peal at St
Sepulchre’s, when he would have been something between
five and fifteen years old. Actually he was born in 1703
and died in 1756.

This statement has do.ne perhaps more than anything
else to discredit the claim of the College Youths to have
rung the first five-thousand ever accomplished; but I
think the evidence for it is sufficient, and there is good
reason for believing it to have been a true peal, though
it was not ‘ with two singles,” and, of course, Annable
had nothing to do with it. Strictly speaking, it was not
ftlain Bob Triples.

The statement that Annable composed °‘ the first peal
of Grandsire Triples which though false was held in great
repute until Mr. Holt's peal was produced, is based on
a misreading of what the authors of the ‘ Clavis ' say.
They did hot know very much about the matter, but the
false peal they were referring to was the composition in
‘* The Campanalogia '’ of 1702. It is there given as a
half-peal and is true, but was often rung doubled by
singles when it is false. Annable’s peal is true.. It is a
bob-and-single peal somewhat older than Holt's, and
there seems to be no record of, it ever having been rung.

The statement that Stedman printed his peals on paper
and distributed them throughout the country was made by
Shipway on the authority of Parnell. Thpre is no reason
to think it was more than a guess, and it is not very prob-
able. There was but one edition of Stedman’s ‘ Cam-
panalogia.” The Society of Hertford College Youths was
not a branch of the London society, though it borrowed
the name,, and the chair at the annual dinner was never
once taken by the Marquis of Salisbury, though on one
occasion, when he was still only an earl, he was present.
Lord Dacre then presided.

All through the manuscript the writer gives rein to
his imagination when he thinks he can magnify the im-
portance of the society by bringing in the names of big
people, and nowhere more so than in his account of the
visit to York in 1787. Osborn tells us what actually hap-
pened, and he evidently derived his information directly
or at secondhand from William Lyford, John Inville and
Joseph Holdsworth, who were in the band.

A new ring of bells was hung, in the Parish Church of
Halifax, and the College Youths ijiade the long journey
down to the north to the opening. They rang a peal of
Treble Bob on October 10th, and then went on to York
where, two days later, they accomplished a peal of
Grandsire Caters at the Minster. The visit attracted some
attention in the city and came to the notice of the Arch-
bishop, Dr. William Markham, who sent them a couple
of guineas to drink his health. The College Youths ac-
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knowledged his generosity, but refused the money, be-
cause they considered themselves above that sort of thing
and did not wish to be classed with the men who rang for
what they could get out of it. It was characteristic of
them, and the story rings true, but Marshall turns it into
a tale of ‘ marked distinction and hospitality by the Arch-

THE TOWER OF ST. SEPULCHRE’S CHURCH, SNOW HILL
Where the first peal was rung.

bishop of York, the Bishops of Norwich,
Shrewsbury and most of the principal gentry of the
county.” One rather wonders where he got all those pre-
lates from, especially as there was not, and never had
been, a Bishop of Shrewsbury. Perhaps the explanation
is that about this time the College Youths paid visits to
the towns named, and the writer, or his informants,
muddled up the accounts.
Most of the men who are said to have 1 patronised

the society apparently had little or nothing to do with it

Oxford and
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«Sir Matthew Hale's name does not appear among the
members, but it is not impossible that in his young days
he may have belonged to it. Dean Aldrich almost cer-
tainly had nothing to do with it; Francis Marshall evi-
dently included his name because the words Of his catch,
The Bonny Christchurch Bells, are given in the appen-
dix to the ' Clavis.” *‘F, Powell ° was Joho Powell
Powell, of Quex Park who, after being a Cumberland
Youth for almost all his ringing career, joined the College
Youths towards its close; as did William Shipway.

Lord Fitzroy Somerset was a soldier, who served on
Wellington’s staff throughout the Peninsula War, and
lost an arm at Waterloo. He commanded the English
army in the Crimea and died there in 1855. Judge Park
was Sir James Alan Park, a celebrated high court judge
in the early years of the nineteenth century. What con-
nection these two latter had with the society cannot be
said, but it must have been slight.

Mr. Justice Park was * a lawyer of the old school, with
eprejudices of the oldest.” *He was singularly like His
Majesty King George Il1., a fact of which he was proud.
He was well versed in the more abstruse branches of the
profession, and was generally respected by the public and
the bar.” Deeply, but narrowly religious, hot-tempered,
irritable and rather old-womanish, with much self-com-
placency, he was sometimes led by, his failings into ludi-
crous positions. A good tale is told to illustrate this side
of his character. In one of the cases before him a little
girl was called as a witness. It was his duty, before al-
lowing her to give evidence, to make sure that she under-
stood the nature of an oath, and, following the usual
custom, he began to question her about religion and

(Continued in next column.)
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EAST GRTNSTEAD & DISTRICT GUILD.
MEETING AT TUNBRIDGE WELLS.

On Saturday, October 25th, the East Grinstead and District Guild
held a meeting in the belfry of St. Peter's, Tunbridge Wells, and
although the attendance was rather poor, some good practice was
obtained on both handbells and the eight silent tower bells. The
main attraction was an octave of miniature handbells belonging to
Mr. E. J. Ladd.

Tea was partaken of in St. Peter's Parish Hall, and although a
rather large party had been catered for, those present soon showed
themselves capable of eating double rations.

The main item of business was th6 appointment of a new treasurer
in the place of Mr. R. D. Divall, who is being called up for military
duties. After some discussion Mr. E. J. Oliver was appointed for the
duration of war, and the moneys in the P.O. Savings. Bank were
transferred to the joint care of Messrs. E. J. Oliver and A. L. Ryman.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Vicar for the use of the bells,
to Mr. E. J. Ladd and Mr. B. Collison for 8ilencing the bells, and
to .the St. Peter’s ringers for defraying part cost' of teas. Further
ringing in the tower brought the meeting to a close. The following
towers were 'represented: East Grinstead, Hartfield, Penshurst® Lam-
berhurst, Wadhurst and the local company.

BELLS AS DEODANDS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—With reference to the article in your issue of October
17th, Ellacombe’s ‘ Church Bells of Devon * states that at *Axminster
in 1662 John Brocas, 'while ringing the present (1864) fifth bell was
strangled by the rope. The King claimed the bell as a deodand. The
judges differed in opinion, and the bell remained in the church.

In 1898 when tNie remaining bells were recast by Mears the old fifth
was spared from the furnace and hung above the new octave. Doubt-
less some of my fellow Devonians can confirm whether it still there.

Shipley, Yorks. E. <T TAYLOR.

THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
(Continued from previous column.)
whether she said her prayers. ‘ What do you do, my
little maid,” he asked kindly, beaming at her with all the
animation of his lively countenance, ‘ just before you
get into bed?’ The Court tittered and the child blushed
red with confusion, but the judge in his simplicity noticed
nothing and repeated the question. Then he got his
answer, but it was not the one he was expecting.

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

Congratulations to Mr. W. H. Barber, who reached his sixty-fifth
birthday last Tuesday.

On November 1st, 1831, the Norwich Scholars rang 6,160 changes of
Double Norwich Court Bob Major at St. Michael's, Coslany, in that
city. It was for long supposed to be-the longest length in the me! hod,
but 60 years earlier 6,720 changes had been rung on the same bells.

Tile first peal by the Middlesex Association was rung on November
1st, 1889. This was one of the two societies which united to form the
present Middlesex County Association and London DiocesMi Guild.

The first peal of Kent Treble Bob Major in the Southern Hemisphere
was rung on Nov. 2nd, 1934, at Holy Trinity Church, Hobart, Tas-
mania. A previous attempt had been lost after nearly three hours
owing to the treble slipi)ing wheel. The Rector, Archdeacon Blackwood,
was surprised that it did not count, since .the bells were going for a
longer time than in the previous completed peal.

The first name peal on ten bells was rung by eleven Williams be-
longing to the Cumberland Youths at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, on
November 3rd, 1796. William Shipway conducted.

The first peal of Superlative Surprise Major was rung on November
5th, 1821, at St. Peter’s, Huddersfield. On the same date 34 years
earlier 6,048 changes of Cambridge had been rung at Sheffield. That
peal was false.

The Australian tourists rang another peal at Hobart (Bob Major
this time) on November 6tli, 1934.

Fifty years ago to-day 13 peals were rung. They consisted of Bob
Triples 1, Union Triples 1, Grandsire Triples 3, Grandsire Caters 2,
Stedman Triples 2, Kent Treble Bob Major 3, and Oxford Treble Bob
Major 1.

One of the Grandsire Caters was at St. Giles', Camberwell, and was
Mr. James E. Davis’ first peal on ten bells.

The first peal on the heavy ring at Wells Cathedral was rung fifty
years ago last Tuesday.

MR. ISAAC EMERY. -

The many friends of Mr. Isaac Emery will be pleased to hear that
a letter was read at the Kent County Association meeting at Chislc-
hurst on October 25th, in which he said that he was leaving hospital
that day, though lie would not be able to come to the meeting. Mr.
Emery has had a long spell in hospital, but we hope he will be per-
manently better for his recent severe operation.

JOINT MEMBERSHIP OF LONDON SOCIETIES.
A ROLL OF HONOUR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—As opinion is divided with regard to the deletion of the
rule banning joint membership of the Ancient Society of College
Youths and the Royal Cumberland Youths, could not a scheihe t
devised whereby this*ban could be overcome in respect of distinguished
ringers who have done well by the Exercise?

I would suggest that membership might be offered to noteworthy
ringers of either society without the penalty of resigning or being
struck off the other society’s books.

Such persons as might be invited to join in this way could be
regardec&as forming a roll of honour ' among ringers, and the invita-
tion be looked on as some slight recognition of their services.

Should a scheme of this nature be formulated, perhaps the lltiuies
of persons so elected could be published at the Central Council meet-
ings annually. G. W. STEERE,

Sutton, Surrey. Hon. Sec., Royal Cumberlanc”Youtbs.

THE PARSON'S JOB.
“NOTHING LIKE IT.

How would you like a country parson’s job? It's a busy life what-
ever we may think of it. Services, sermons, christenings, weddings
funerals—they are only part of his work. The villagers bring their
troubles to him, he has to be something of a Solomon in judgment,
he has a finger in nearly every activity in the parish, and he is at it
often from morning to night, seven days a week.

What do the parsons themselves think of it? One of them at a
recent ringers’ meeting in his parish said in the course of conversa-
tion, when a reference had been made to his multifarious duties and
the calls upon his time, * Well, it’s exacting and strenuous and | feel
there is nothing like it, but sometimes, on the other hand—well, 1
still feel tifere’s nothing like it.'

A CANDIDATE FOR CONVOCATION
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—While parliamentary elections are having a quiet time,
the clergy of the Salisbury Diocese have the excitement of a keenlv
contested election, no less than five candidates competing for a seat
in Convocation. Needless to say, each has issued a circular stating

innovation and wifi commend itself to one pr two of your recent

correspondents. We mav well say, ‘' Other candidates for convoca-

tion, please copy.’ F. LI. EDWARDS.
Kington Magna Rectory.
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WELLS CATHEDRAL.

A NOBLE PEAL OF BELLS.

Last Tuesday was the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the bells
at Wells Cathedral after they had been reliung and augmented to ten.
For many years previously they had been the heaviest octave in Eng-
land, the teiiQ* weighing 56] cwt. Some of them were cast by Thomas
Purdue in 1673, two were by Abel Rudhall in 1757, and the two tenors
were by Taylors, of Loughborough, in 1877.

In 1891 the bells had become unringable and ilie job of restoration
was entrusted to Blackbourn and Greenleikf, of Salisbury, who supplied
a cast-iroa frame. The two new trebles were by Mears and Stain bank.

A special band belonging to the Oxford Diocesan Guild was engaged
for the opening, and after the dedication a peal of Stedman Caters
was started for, with James W. Waslibrook as conductor. He called
rr:is 8\A&n composition and he attempted to ring the heavy tenor single-

anded.

The rest of the band was : Fred White 1, G. H. Philott 2, Charles
Hounslow 3, the Rev. H. A. Cockey 4, the Rev. F. E. Robiuson 5,
William W. Gifford 6, James Hinton 7, and Richard T. Hibbert 9.

THE FINE WEST FRONT OF WELLS CATHEDRAL.

INFORMATION WANTED.
To the Editor.

«Sir—Can any reader supply the answers to the following questions :

1. Is there a peal of six anywhere lighter than the six at Tetsworth,
Bucks, tenor 4 cwt. 2 gr. 25 Ib.; if so, where, and weight of tenor?
It should "be a ringing peal and not a chime or hung ' dead.s

2. Which are the heaviest five and which are the lightest 'five hung
for ringing; weights of tenors? #

3. Which is the smallest tower in the country in which a ringing
peal is hung, the number of bells contained, weight of tenor, the
interior measurements of the bell chamber, the thickness of its walls
and, if known, its height? I have heard say it is in Devon or
Cornwall.

4. Which is the largest tower, number of bells contained and in-
terior measurements of bell chamber.

5. If another cliurcli exists in England besides that at Bromliam,
Beds, which is dedicated to St. Owen, and, if so, where?

f ENQUIRER.

IPSWICH RINGERS WED.

The wedding took place at All Saints’ Church, Ipswich, on Satur-
day, October 25th. of Sergt. Ernest A. Hardman, R.A., and Corpl.
Bertha Reeve, A.T.S., of Chingford, Essex. The bride is well known as
a member of the St. Matthew's Church company and St Mary-le-
Tower Society. Another well-known member of the Ipswich com-
panies of St. Clement's and St. Mary-le-Tower, Corpl. Herbert
Shemming, of the Suffolk Regt., was also recently married.
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The band was a picked one, drawn from several towers. Hounslow
and Waslibrook came from Oxford, White from Appleton, Blackbourn
and Gifford from Salisbury, Hinton from Bristol, Hibbert from Read-
ing, Philott from Cheltenham, and Robinson from Drayton. Each
was a leading man in his home belfry.

Washbrook rang the tenor single-handed for three and a quarter
hours, and then turned her over to William Greenleaf. It was
magnificent heavy bell performance, for with the old style of plain
bearings it was very rare indeed for a bell to go well until it had
been rung for some time. Four years later Washbrook completely
eclipsed this feat and actually turned the bell single-handed in to a
Eeal of Treble Bob Royal. This has often been stated to be the finest

eavy bell performance on record.

The day following the Stednian Caters at the Cathedral \Vashbrook
rang the 28 cwt. 'tenor at St. Cuthbert's to Double Norwich Major.
Robinson was at the sixth and Mr. Tom Hibbert at the seventh. On
the next® day Stedman Triples was rung at Prestbury, and another
peal of Stednian Caters at Cheltenham in the evening. All the peals
during thi visit were composed and called by Washbrook.

Only a very few peals have been rung since at Wells Cathedral,
all of them Caters.

THE BELLS ARE IN THE RIGHT-HAND TOWER.

ST. PAULS CATHEDRAL, MELBOURNE.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the Melbourne St. Paul’'s Cathedral Society
was held in the vestry of the Cathedral on Tuesday evening, Aug. 5th.

The Precentor, the Rev.'H. 0. Hole, occupied the chair, and the
following members were present : Messrs. J. W. Spencer, W. Hall, F.
Broughton, A. Reeder, W. Waghom, E. Behan, T. Trottef, A. Hur-
ford, J. Trotter and E. Knott.

The balance sheet showed a balance of £10 12s. Id.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : Captain,
Mr. J. W. Spencer; vice-captain, Mr. A. Reeder; lion, secretary, Mr.
W. Waghorn; steeplekeeper, Mr. T. Trotter; committee, Mr. E. Knott,
Mr. F. Broughton and Mr. H. Ross.

It was agreed to make Mr. W. H. Preston, an old member of the
society, a life member.

It was mentioned at the meeting that Mr. J. Murray would be
80 years of age on February 12th next, and the members decided to
celebrate the ~vent, as Mr. Murray is still an active member.

The members were pleased to hear of the recovery of Mr. J. S.
Goldsmith, a life member of 'this society, after his operation, and
honed he will permanently be restored to'health.

The members of the society wisli to convey their best wishes to
life members in England.

Since the annual meeting the passing away has been announced of
Mr. W. H. Preston, one of the oldest ringers, who had been ringing
at St. Paul's Cathedral for the past 40 years, aged 73 years. Mr.
W. H. Preston, came from Chatham, Kent, England.
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A VILLAGE MEETING.
DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME.
Bells as Warning 100 Ye&rs Ago.

A handful of members of tlife Guildford Ditocesan Guild met in the
village of Chobham, Surrey, on Saturday, and, small though the
= gathering was, they did not regret their trouble. Chobham is in the
Chertsey District"and. is not an easy place'to get at (for it lias no
railway station), unless, of course, you have a car and petrol, a bicycle,
a good pair of legs or a lot of patience to wait for the bus. Even
the planning of the meeting was not easy and Mr. Frank Hawthqgrne,
the district secretary, had his arrangements nearly knocked on the
head at the last moment. The ringing ‘room, which is a gallery
overlooking the interior of the church, was not available for handbell
practice owing to two weddings, so last minute resort was had to a
school classroom, where, in the interests of economy, there was no
fire. But it served although two of the early visitors quickly decided
they had had enough and went home. They vanished on a bus just
as another contingent arrived. The newcgmers might have done the
same thing, for the change of venue was unknown, and after inquiring
at the church and the neighbouring inn without result, they found
the secretary scouring the village street for stray ringers. Then an-
other useful hour in handbell ringing was put in.

While this was in progress the secretary visited the four village
‘pubs ' in turn before at length persuading the landlady of one tc
provide a tea, which in duo course she did, and did well.

The little party attended, a special service, which the Vicar (the
Rev. F. T. Robinson) kindly added to his numerous engagement*
for the afternoon. He used a shortened form of the Guild’'s service,
pitched the note for the two hymns (which the congregation of eight
ringers sang unaccompanied with great success), and then gave a short
address from the chancel step. That service was typical of the spirit
which animated the little gathering—sincerity and determination.

The Vicar referred to the fact that the bells had been stopped by
the necessities of war and the activities of the bellringers throughout
the country had been almost entirely suspended. It was, therefore,
a fine thing to find the Guild were doing -their best to keep the art
and the Exercise going by means of handbells and maintaining interest.
The abandonment of ringing was one of the sacrifices which we were
having to make, and everyone was looking forward eagerly to the
time when, ptfease God, the'bells would ring out for victory iind p<*ce
and resume their place in interpreting the people’s joys and sorrows.

After the service the ringers liad their hastily provided tea at the
King's Arms, being generously entertained by the Guild lion, treasurer
(Mr. J. Corbett), who presided over a brief business meeting, at which
the retiring district officers were renominated en bloc. The election
will take place at the annual meeting in the new year.

Mr. Corbett was also cordially thanked for his kindness.

During the visit of the ringers, it was discovered that in Chobham,
at any rate, history was repeating itself. An old minute book has
revealed that in the troublous days of 1830 a resolution whs passed
by the ‘ Chobham Association for Detecting and Prosecuting Rioters
and Incendiaries ' appointing ' fire watchers’ (fire raising being one
of the weapons of those who were in rebellion against the existing
order of tilings) and forming a body of men to go in search of the
criminals. This ‘ Home Guard’ was to be called out by ‘ ringing the
bells of the parish church confusedly.’

Chobham, like other parishes, has once more got its wardens, its
fire watchers and its Home Guard, with the bells ready to give a
warning if need be.

The resolution of the Chobham Association was worded as follows:

‘ That if any tumultuous or riotous assembling of the people should
take place alarm be forthwith given by ringing confusedly the parish
bells and messengers be dispatched to give mformatiop to the repre-
sentative leaders.

The -Vicar who presided over the vestry meetmg m 1830, when that
resolution was passed, was Charles J. jerram, who had been Vicar
since 1810. He was followed by his son Thomas in 1834, who in turn
was succeeded in 1854 by another member of the family, S. J. Jerram,
who was incumbent until 1880. The latter’'s son, Sir Martin Jerram,
who was bom in Chobham, commanded the second battle squadron
at the Battle of Jutland, and flew his flag in the King George V.
He was made G.C.M.G. for his services, and his banner of the Order
hangs at the entrance to the chancel in Chobham Church. The
portraits of all these hang in the vestry.

There is still a link of more than four hundred years in hlstory in
Chobham steeple, for in the present ring of eight-is a bell cast by
William Culverden, brazier, of London, who died in 1522. It bears
his shield, which embodies a bell and a rebus of his name, and an
inscription in large crowned capitals, *Saneta Mergereta Ora Pro
Nobis.” There are also two bells by Richard Eldridge from the Wok-
ingham foundry dated 1597 and another cast in 1610, while, when the
foundry-bad moved to Chertsey, William Eldridge, His grandson, e«st
a further bell in 1684, all these, of course, being replacements, for
in the Edward VI. inventory there were already f?ur bells * whereof
the best waies ix. ¢. and the rest one under anoither according to
the rate’ The 1597 bells are inscribed, ‘ Oure hope is in the lorde,
and the 1610 bell, 4In trouble and adversitie the lord god heare thee.
The pre-Reformation bell is now the sixth in the octave, an additional
bell having been put in in 1«84 and the three trebles added within
the last fifty years or so.
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WREN S CHURCHES.

REBUILDING CONDEMNED.
St. Bride’s as a Museum?

Should Wren's city churches, now in ruins as the result of enemy
action, be rebuilt? Challenging views on the restoration of these
and other historic buildings were, says ‘ The Daily Telegraph, ex-
pressed by Mr. John Summerson, deputy director (Jf the National
Bml&jmgs Record, at a meeting of the Architectural Association in
London

He thoughtfthat the City churches, about half of which had now
been destroyed by enemy action, shoifld not, generally speaking, ue
rebuilt except in the few cases wliereva substantial part of the old
structure and fittings had survived.

,*The qualify of Wren’s churches varies enormously,' he said. ‘ Some
were probably merely given a shape by him and the execution left to
someone else. The whole world admires St. Stephen's, Walbrook,
but | doubt if anybody has seen much to admire in St. Mary Alder-
mary or St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe.’

St. Bride's, Fleet Street, or Christ Church, Greyfriars, might be
rebuilt as a Wren museum. Models of all the other churche's, vanished
or still existing, could be placed there, and the body of the church
used as a concert hall.

There was sure to be a great drive from some quarters after the
war for rebuilding Wren churches as they were, but ‘ we must keep
in front of our minds the element,of futility this would involve.

Mr. Summerson was not enthusiastic for the preservation of houses
in which great men had been born or lived. Birthplaces were usually
the least significant structures in a man’s life.

1

CHURCH BELLS AND AIR RAIDS.

To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Li your list of churches whose bells were destroyed during
air raids no mention is made of the peal of six at St. Mary’s, Walton-
on-the-Hill, liverpool. This church was completely devastated by
fire, only the walls and tower being left standing. They were a peal
by Rudhall with a tenor of 9 cwt. and for many years were rung by
a very excellent local company. They were cast, | believe, in 1736
and sent from Gloucester to Liverpool by canal. The first 5.040 i
seven methods in Lancashire was rung on the bells on January 20tli,
1891. GEORGE R. NEWTON.

57, Amptliill Road, Liverpool 17.

LONDON’'S LOSS.
Dear Sir,—In your list of bells destroyed in air raids you omit two
London pej*ls which you have already told us have been destroyed.
They are St. George's-in-the-East and St. John the Divine, Kenning-

ton. Many of your readers would, I am sure, like to know what
has happened to the bells at St. Matthew's, Bethnal Green; St.
Mary's, Islington; St. Vedast's, Foster Lane; and St. Alphagcj's,

Greenwich, all of which churches have been at different times re-
ported as being destroyed. Can you or anyone else give us any
information about these bells?

There are also other churches and bells in London that we should
be relieved to know are safe. Has anything happened to St. James’,
Bermondsey; St. Paul’s, Shadwell; All Saints’, Poplar; Christ Church,
Isle of Dogs; Holy Trinity, Newington; St. Mary’s, Rotherliitlie; St.

INicholas’, Deptford: and St. George's and St. Giles', Camberwell?
If any ringers could let us know that all oj any of these churches
with their bells are safe we should be very much relieved.

‘ LONDON COUNTY.’

BICENTENARY OF A CATLIN PEAL.

The bells in the Parish Church of Horsell, Surrey, will shortly reach
their 200th birthday. But unless something happens quickly—which
is not likely — they will not ring to celebrate this auspicious
anniversary.

At the time of the Edwardlan mventory there were three bells in
the steeple, 4the best bie extymacion,’ l4vcwt. In addition, there
was a saunce bell and* two sacring bells. Latei* the three were in-
creased to four, which in turn were taken down oh October 23rd,
1741, and replaced by six new ones, which were rung for the first
time on December 14th, 1741. They were cast by Robert Catlin and
are now the only complete ~ix by this founder in Surrey. They all
bear Catlin’s name or initials. The tenor has the names of the church-
wardens, but the name of the Vicar does not appear on either of
them.

Typical of the style of inscriptions of those days are those on the
3rd and 4th; ‘ Prosperity to the parish of Horsell,* 'Health and
prosperity to all our benefactors.’

HANDLING A BELL.—It lias been justly observed that an awkward
and ungraceful method of ringing is frequently acquired by attempt-
ing to ring rounds and claansres before the practitioner js capable oi
properly managing a bell. It would be well for young practitioners
to notice such ringers as have an easy and agreeable pull with th™m.
and imitate their example.—William Shipway.

* >
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BELLS AS NECESSITIES.

WHAT ARE RINGERS DOING ABOUT IT?
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—We are hearing a lot in these days about bells as luxuries,
or otherwise, but the arguments which we are getting do not seem to
lead us anywhere. The discussion seems to give your correspondent
* Anti-Silent * opportunity for belabouring his opponents with a big
stick and of flinging at them accusations like *Quislings of the Exer-
cise/ which are cheap but not very effective. | believe *Anti-Silent’
began this discussion, and ho ought Hot to become so annoyed, as he
apparently is, with those who disagree with him. (I suppose | shall
now come in for castigation.) But doesn’'t the whole thing boil down
to this: One side Iboks at the question, ‘ Are bells luxuries?’ from
the aspect of ringers, the other side is looking at it from the immediate
position of the Church?

To ringers the necessity for bells is as important-as the bat and
ball to the cricketer or his clubs to the golfer. It is heresy to suggest
to ringers that bells are luxuries, and I must admit that personally |
am surprised that any ringer has the temerity to suggest that they
are. It is the Church authorities, however, who are primarily re-
sponsible for this attitude of Iooklng upon bells as luxuries, and it is
those and most of all the ringers who do not share this view who
should try and convince them otherwise.

But what are ringers doing about it? As far as | can see, very
little. Some of them are moaning over the seeming indifference of
churchmen in the matter, but in how many cases, | wonder, have
serious representations been madp to the parochial councils on the
subject of the insurance of the bells? How many associations have
taken any action to support their local branches in this matter, and
what has the Central Council done about it? The Coyncil, surely,
as the central authority of the Exercise, ought long ago to have taken
this question up through the channels which are open to them. They
are in a position to approach the highest ecclesiastical quarters, where,
if their representations have any weight at all, they could make their
voice heard.

Ringers, associations. Central Council,

what have they done? And
echo answers, ‘ What?*

"PLAIN HUNT/

SURREY ASSOCIATION.

A meeting of the Surrey Association was held at Ewell on Saturday,
October 25th. Handbells were put to good use in the tower in the
afternoon, and courses and touches of Grandsire and Stedman Doubles
and Triples and Bob Minor and Major were rung.

After a short service, conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. C. G.
Holland, 25 ringers representing Banstead, 'Beddington, Croydon (St.
John’s and St. Peter’'s), Epsom (Christ Church), Ewell, Kingston and
Leatherhead in the North-Western District, Bletcinngley, Merstham
and Reigate in the Southern District, and West Grinstead, sat down
to an enjoyable meal despite somewhat crowded accommodation.

Following tea a short business meeting of the North-Western
District was held, presided over by the District Master, Mr. D. Cooper.

Before commencing the business those present stood for a few
moments as a token of respect to the memory of Mr. F. G. Woodiss,
who had passed away since the last meeting.

Messrs. J. Prior, of London, and H. Jones, of Croydon, were elected
ringing members, and Mr. Edgar R. Rapley, of West Grinstead, was
elected a compounding member of the association.

The following nominations were received for district officers for
1942: Master, Mr. D. Cooper; treasurer, Mr. H. W. Simmons; secre-
tary, Mr. G. JW. Massey; auditor, Mr. H. N. Pitstow; committee,
Mrs. C. H. Kippiii, Messrs. C. Potliecary, F. E. Collins, W. Massey
and H. V. Young.

It was proposed that Mr. D. Cooper should act as secretary when
the present district secretary joins 'His Majesty's Forces. Those
present ~xtended to the secretary their best wishes for a safe and
spee.dy return.

It was decided to hold the annual district'meeting at Leatherhead,
probably during March. Croydon was chosen as an alternative place.

The subject of the revision of the association’'s service forms was
discussed, and the committee was asked to consider the matter further,
particularly regarding the selection of hymns and tunes.

Thc#meeting closed with votes of thanks to the Vicar for conducting
the service and for welcoming the association to the parish, to Mrs.
J. Beams for the loan of her late husband's handbells, to Mrs.
Sycamore for the excellent catering arrangements, and to Mr. C. E.
Read for making all other arrangements.

Handbells were again utilised until about 8.30 in methods up to
Bob Major and Grandsire Caters.

G & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER CLOCK
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ANCIENT OAK BEAMS.
To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Here are two passages which may provide Mr. Alsop

vitli an answer to his enquiry.

‘' On the Blackmoor estate there is a small wood called Losel’s, of

t few acres, that was lately furnished with a set of oaks of a peculiar
growth and great value; they were tall and tapered like firs, but, stand-
ing near together, had very small heads, only a little brush without
my large limbs. About 20 years ago the bridge near Hampton Court
being much decayed, some trees were wanted for the repairs that
\vere 50ft. long without bough and would measure 12in. diameter at'
tfie little end. Twenty such trees did a purveyor find in this little
vood, with this advantage, that many of them answered the descrip-
tion at 60ft. These trees were sold for £20 apiece.'—' Natural History
}f Selborne,” Penguin Edition, 1941, pp. 16-17.
. . . the Gelenos oak . ... stood about four miles from Newport,
Monmouthshlre cut down in 1810; yielded 2,426 cubic feet of sound
timber and six tons of bark, which “realised about £600. The timber
md bark from this one tree were about equal to the average produce
>f three acres of oak coppice after 15 years’ growth.—*' Observer's
Book of Trees and Shrubs,’ Warne.

Oaks, of course, may take a matter of centuries to produce tijjiber
of any great value, 'and the maximum height of these trees is only
attained in woodland-forest conditions. Oaks growing in the open
spread branches laterally and developed thick short boles. The dis-
appearance of the originally extensive oak forests in Britain appears
to date back to pre-Roman limes, since evidence of iron smelting in
the weald of Kent at this period indicates the use of wood in charcoal
Suming. Ever since this early period increasing demands for timber
have greatly reduced the woodland areas, until to-day very few
‘ natural ' woodlands exist, nearly all being plantation.

If planted-for timber, the tendency would be to fell much earlier
than in natural forest, and hence a decrease in the number of ‘ out-
size ' -oaks.

An interesting account of the history of British vegetation —
especially woodland—occurs in ‘ The British Islands and Their Vege-
tation,” A. G. Tansley, Cambs. Univ. Press, 1939.

D. G. BROWN.
24, Edward Street, Warwick.

DEATH OF MANCHESTER RINGER.

LEADER AT BROOKFIELD UNITARIAN CHURCH. -

Many bellringers in Lancashire and Cheshire will learn with regret
of the death of Mr. Charlies Oilier, at the age of 77 years, at the
home of his son, 26, Marland Crescent, Reddish, Lancashire, on
October 25th.

The funeral service was held at Brookfield Church, Gorton,
Manchester, on October 28th, prior to the interment at the Gorton
Cemetery. The service was conducted by the Rev. Fred Cottier, who
recalled the fact that Mr. O'lier, well-known in bellringing circles,
was a member of the Brookfield Church band for over forty years,
and up to the time when the war emergency silenced the bells was
acting leader of the band.

Mr. Oilier began ringing at the early age of 15'years at the village
church of Church-Lawton in tlie Potteries, where he was born, ad
was a well-known figure in most of the belfries in the district as a
freauent and .welcome ringing visitor.

His business brought him to Manchester in the year 1900, and he
lost no time in becoming a member of ihe band at Brookfield Unitarian
Church, Gorton. In all he had taken an active part in over sixty
peals, one of which was rung on the occasion of the death of Queen
Victpria. He was an interested member of the Lancashire Associate
and Chester Diocesan Guild.

Mr. Oilier was held in high esteem and respect by all who came in
contact with him as a tactful leader and proficient ringer. At his
funeral it was, of course, impossible for the church bells to be rung,
but three of his belfry colleagues, with Mr. A. Barnes, rang rounds
on handbells in the church as a token and tribute to a loyal, steadfast
and excellent ringer and friend. F. C.

Mr. Ollier's peals were rung for the Stoke Arcliidiaconal Association,

.the Chester Diocesan Guild and the Lancashire Association, and were

as follows . Minor in three methods 1, Grandsire Triples 16 (conducted
2), Bob Triples 1, Oxford Bob Triples 1 Sl), Stedman Triples 6. Bob
Maior 9 (1). Kent Treble Bob Major 21 (1), Oxford Treble Bob Major
3. Double Norwich Major 6 (1), Spliced Kent and Oxford Treble Bob
Major 1, Grandsire Caters 2, Bob Royal 1, Kent Treble Bob Royal 1,
total 69, conducted 6.

NOTTINGHAM
MANUFACTURERS.

REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.
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GRANDSIRE CATERS.

By Edgar C. Shepherd.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPOSITION.
(Continued from page 527.)

Francis Roberts’ discovery of the plan of bringing
Grandsire Caters round at hand is of great importance,
and great credit is due to the inventor. To be able to
bring the bells round in five leads was an immense im-
provement. The bells could remain in the Tittums until
the very last few leads, the clumsy unmusical homing
course was avoided, and the peal could roll home with
dignity and grace.

The method of bringing the bells round at handstroke
used by Roberts we do not know, but the following plans
are to be found in common use in the works of George
Gross, John Reeves and John Martin. The first of these
is the’ familiar * Round by 9th in and out at 2,” from
42563978, and the other is * Round at hand from 62354978
by bobs at 2,9.10.°

The three composers mentioned above, the suave John
Reeves, stout old John Martin, of Leicester, and that
gVand ringer and composer, George Gross, all flourished
towards the end of the 18th century, and have left among
their works evidence of their labours on Grandsire Caters.
John Reeves was part author of the ‘ Clavis ' (1788), and
that work contains specimens of his compositions. His
well-known 5,040 follows the plan of Annable and Holt,
falls into five parts, and comes round from 42356978 by
bobs at 3.9.1l. More noteworthy, if not so regular, is his
5,003, being Jhe first evidence of a peal of Caters of the
minimum length.

The number of changes is 5,003. The peal is in four
parts. The first, consisting of 13 courses, starts with
bobs at 1.4.5, and then has two 78’s and two 89’s altern-
ately, and ends with the lead-end 24637589.

The second part has a bob at 1; and then eleven courses
with two 89’s and two 78’s alternately and finishing with
three 89’s.

The third part, consisting of ten courses, is called as
the first ten of the first part, except that it starts wih a
bob at 1.

The fourth part is as the first, except that the first
course has a bob at 7 only. The part-end is 42563978,
and from it the bells are brought round by calling the 9th
in and out at 2.

Some apology was deemed necessary at the publication
of a peal of less than 5,040, for a footnote to the aboye is
given as follows -

‘It was a maxim formerly, not to constitute any num-
ber of changes of a peal, that is under 5,040, the extent
that seven bells will produce, no practitioner would think
of ringing a less number than the whole, for a peal of
Triples; but it is no reason whv it should be the standard
for a greater number of bells, for if 5,600 changes are
rung, it is only deemed by the Exercise a five thousand ;
therefore, why not as near fitfe thousand as possible; this
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certainly is reason sufficient to constitute 5,000 changes a

peal, and is as worthy of record as 5,040.’
Comforted by this reflection, Reeves goes on to give a
5,021, a 5,039, and several longer lengths all* round at
hand, including a 5,165, in which the horn-

24365978 ing course is as given here.

Verv little advance is made from the old
64293857 7 plan. The alternate two-course method is
89674523 1 still followed, the bell behind the 9th re-
79856342 7 garded as of very little importance, and
35729486 1 real use of the i>th still not apprehended.

The following comment on the 5,003 shows
this clearly:—

‘ It may be observed .in the above peal there are only
four bells behind the ninth, viz., first the fifth, next the
third, then the fourth, and lastly the sixth; so that the
second is omitted ; therefore, as it is unnecessary to use
any more in peals of five thousand, we shall vary them,
as some prefer the music of one bell behind the ninth, and
some another.’

George Gross was a prominent member of the Cumber-
land Youths. He was distinguished as a composer and
conductor in all the standard methods on 8, 10 and 12
bells, and rang 142 peals. To the record of his last peal
is added the following tribute:—

* On the third of May died Mr. George Gross, sen., who
served the Society as Warner for twenty years, and by his
abilities as Composer and hob-caller caused the fame of
this Society to be extended-through these kingdoms. His
compositions in this Art are held in the highest estimation
by all admirers of this Exercise: But more especially for
his productions in Treble Bob, in which he surpassed all
his contemporaries, and which will ever remain a lasting
monument to his skill.’

Alas | his Treble Bob compositions have not remained
as a monument. They are lost, a regrettable state of
affairs, which Jasper Snowdon deeply deplored.

Gross left, nevertheless, a fine peal of Grandsire Caters,
a 7,001, which he conducted at St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch,
on November 13th, 1773.

7,001.

23456789 26543978 1.4.
-------------- 56342 89
34256789 89 35642 9-3 The last  twelve
24653 97 65243 89 courses four times re-
46253 89 25346 * 89 peated, calling the
56472938 38 32546 ' 9-3 first course 8-3, pro-
64572938 38 52643 89 ducing 42563.
52643 89 62345 89 Round as usual.
26543 89 36245 9-3
65243 89 23645 9-3 George Gross.

63542 89

53246 89

It will be seen at a glance that this peal breaks new
ground. The use of short courses is the precursor of the
modern plan, and the old method of placing a new bell
behind the 9th by calling the 7th to dodge in 89 up (and

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.
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so cutting out the course-end) has given place to the more
graceful 8-3 course. The peal contains the 60 eight-nines
and the 60 nine-seven-eights.

The Tittum position was so excellent and' so much ad-
mired that it was deeply regretted that not more than some
6,000 changes could be obtained with 789 undisturbed.
The only way in which longer lengths could be secured
was by introducing sections of non-Tittum ‘ music.
Reeves and Gross tacked the extra portions* on to the
front of the peal (as will be seen in the 7,J301). John
Martin, as we shall see, adopted a plan all his own.

Martin was composer to the Leicester Scholars at the
height of their fame towards the end of the 18th century.
He composed the 6,012 of Grandsire Caters rung*in 1776
and the famous 10,080, rung in 1777. mHis manuscript
book is a most interesting piece of work, not only on
account of the compositions, but also for the accompany-
ing comments, which give a clear insight of the com-
poser's mlnd. He gives two leads of the plain course
with the following comment:—

‘1 have hear prick'd two leads in (full?) length that it
may be adapted to the Method, the Remainder of ye
course | have prick’d the Back Stroke Leads of ye Treble,
as above.’

A bob block (four leads) is thus labelled :—

‘ These four leads are to Shoe ye Nature of a bob and
how It is to Be Made according to the Method.” *

His touches are built on a mixture of the long-course
and short-course plans, and he uses 8-2 for placing a new
bell behind the 9th; but his peals follow the traditional
long-course plan.

A 5,040 by Martin starts with a course called 1,4 bring-
ing up the course-end 43627589. Then follow five equal
parts all of eight courses and all called alike, except that
the first course of the first has bobs at 1,5 and the others

at 7,11. The remainder of the courses are produced by
one 8.9 and then two 78’s and two 89’s alternatelv.
5,039.
23456789 56234978
43627589 1.4. 52364 7.12.
23564 78
43526978 1.6. 53462 89
35426 78 43265 89
45623 89 32465 78
* 65324 89 24365 78
53624 78 34562 89
36524 78 45362 78
56423 * 89 35264 89
46325 89 25463 89
63425 78 54263 78
34625 78 42563 78
. Repeat the last Round by 9th in
10 courses twice, and out at 2.
calling the first
course 7,12 to pro- John Martin, 1779.
duce 56234. e

This 5,039 contains what Martin calls ‘ the Long
Twelve Hundred Course with the 6th behind ye'Ninth.’

This particular block of courses, to which frequent re-
ference is made in the composer’'s book, was in his esti-
mation, the,very quintessence of Tittum ringing, and, as
such, was very much to be desired. John Martin was the

first composer to say quite plainly that he considered the
(Continued in next column.)
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NOTXES.

. THE CHARGE FOR NO'l ICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

; NOTICES must be received NOT LATER THAN
MONDAY.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Maidstone Dis-
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Linton
on Saturday, November 8th. Handbells available from
B p.m. Service at 4, followed by tea (by kind invitation
of the Vicar) and business meeting.—C. H. Sone,
Linton, Maidstone, Kent.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The 304th anniversary luncheon will be held at Slater’'s
Restaurant, Basinghall Street, E.C., on Saturday,
November 8th, at 1.30 p.m. Tickets 6s. 6d. Business
meeting and election of officers afterwards.— A. B. Peck,
Branksomej 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate, Surrey.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—The next
'meeting will be held at Wath-on-Dearne on Saturday,
November 8th. Handbells available Church House at
2.30 p.m. Tea, Is. 6d. each, 5 p.m., Warburton’'s Cafe.
Those requiring tea must notify Mr. A. Gill, 84, Doncas-
ter Road, Wath-on-Dearne, near Rotherham. All are
welcome.— D. Smith, Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street,
Shafton, near Barnsley.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Hinckley
District.— Next silent ringing meeting is at Earl Shilton
on Saturday, November 15th. Bells at 4.30 p.m. Hand-
bells, etc., at the Plough during the evening. All wel-
come.—W . A. Wood, Dis. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Watford
District.— Annual district meeting, Saturday, November
29th, at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey. Handbells
from 3 p.m. Tea and business meeting 5 p.m. Names
for tea to Mr. E. Jennings, 50, Rudolph Road, Bushey,
by November 26th.—H. .G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel
Avenue, Watford. »

BIRTH.
POST.— At the Radcliffe Maternity Home, Oxford, on
Tuesday, October 28th, to Dorothy Elizabeth, wife of
Richard A. Post, a daughter (Valerie Joan).

HANDBELLS WANTED.
WANTED.—A set of 12 (or more) handbells (Mears
for preference), in good condition.— Send particulars, in-
cluding size, maker’s name, etc., to J. S. Roberts,, 134,
Croft Road, Swindon, Wilts. v

GRANDSIRE CATERS
(Continued from previous column.)

music of his peals and touches to be of great importance.
As a true child of the 18th century he reverenced Form,
but at the same time his sensitive ear demanded the best
music, and the latter consideration influenced him most.
He loved the music of the Til turns, particularly with the
6th behind the 9th, and it grieved him to feel that only
a limited amount of pure Tittum music was possible. He
knew that lengths exceeding some 6,000 changes must
be patched up with non-Tittum music, and he sought by
a means of his own to split up this inferior music and
distribute it as regularly as possible among the more
[ desirable portions of the peal.
(To be continued.)
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TreGard Gual Ridicatias

TO »BE OBTAINED POST FREE \
from the

Rev. E. S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry
«. d.

COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section n. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford Bob) ... ., . 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Ill. (Double Norwich) ... 9

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the abovs collection*
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB... 6

CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
*UBELLS s s s 1i
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandaire Triples 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..o 1 D

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
KdiUon) ... e 2 0

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES
1BOPE-SIGHT,” Is. 10d.; ninth edition; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.
*GRANDSIRE, 2s. 10d.; second edition; 804 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete witn the Thompson Charts, etc.
STANDARD METHODS, ninth edition, 2s. 10d.
‘ STEDMAN,” 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method
< on 5 to 11 bells, with touohes and peals, and proof ana composition.

‘TREBLE BOB, Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SURPRISE METHODS." 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Mies MARGARET E, SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS.

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free. By I> Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

*

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
pc shnvp

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those

about to begin more advanced methods. 7%d. each,

6s. 9d. dozen, post free.
Wonersh, Surrey.

From M. Broome, Orchards,

THE RINGERS' HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a ball to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob ana Kent Treble Bob.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9
(t copies for 15/-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
1/2 (6 copies for 6/-).

Obtainable only post frss from Rev. E. S. POWELL,
Staverton Vloseais, near Daventry.
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES'

NOTIO FOR EAST HAWOUNC AND NON STRSTCNIHC
Eat. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraor your Bell Ropes now, before prloea Increase,
pre-war quality, and send ua your old Bell Ropea
for repairs whilat not In uae.

jn--i-j

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MAT8 AND BELL MUFFLERS *

Suitable for Presentation or
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL IXKSTAND In Solid Silver
Diameter 2}in 2jin, 8li». 3un. 4in. 4iin. 5in. Min
Prioe I1B/S 22/a 2S/6 33/6 42/- B2/8 87/« 78S

The Mn. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL . optician

Telephone 276 W OKIN G

BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained, 2nd

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks
Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, I ondon,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sona, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St.,
Tel. No. DERBY 4S569

Send for Booklet.

Derby
Grams. CLOCKS, DhRBY

Estimates and Advice Fret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E.C.4.



