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WHO IS TO BLAME?
There is often good reason for the complaint of associa­

tion officials that lack of interest on the part of members 
not only m akes their task  difficult but sometimes hardly 
worth while. Branch secretaries, particularly, often 
struggle on under great discouragement, and it is not 
surprising, therefore, if they, in turn, lose- heart. Their 
enthusiasm must be damped by frequent failures on the 
part of members to back up their e ffo rts; and they can­
not alw ays, be blamed if they themselves become slack. 
Apparently a spirit of apathy has crept into the affairs 
of the Midland Counties Association in Nottingham shire, 
and a correspondent this week inquires w hat is happen­
ing in this district. H e is disappointed that so few ’ at­
tempts have been made to Bdfd m eetings. H e is ob­
viously one of the enthusiasts, and we can understand 
that he feels a sense of disappointment that meetings 
should be few and far between. On the other hand, the 
responsible official must have been disappointed at the 
small response with which his efforts have been met in 
the district for some time past. Reference to the annual 
report of the association reveals that in the Nottingham  
district last year ‘ only a few members turned up ’ at the 
only two m eetings that were held. It would seem that 
the Nottingham  district members are themselves partly 
to blame.

A somewhat sim ilar state of affairs occurred not long 
ago in the Chesterfield District of the association, where 
there was a difficulty in obtaining officers to m anage the 
branch. That, perhaps, had an additional cause in the 
closing down of ringing in the centre of the district, in 
Chesterfield itself, but the association has, we believe, 
re-invigorated the branch, and it now appears to be neces­
sary to do something in the Nottingham  area to re­
habilitate the activities of the association. T h e times, of 
course, are difficult and abnormal for any new drive of 
this kind, but the city of Nottingham  has in it a number 
of keen ringers who should form the nucleus for a deter­
mined effort to restore animation.

Nottingham shire, however, is not an isolated example 
of apathy. There are many places where district officials 
are left to carry the burden— are expected to do the 

donkey ’ w ork— but where ringers feel no responsibility 
to do anything to back up their officials’ labours. 
Nothing damps the enthusiasm of a secretary more than 
to be let down over the meetings he arranges, not for 
his own amusement, but in the interests of the mem­
bers. Much is taken for granted by those who do not do 
the work, and there is a very general feeling among 
ringer's that their presence at a meeting is "a  matter 

(Continued on page 254.)
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Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

purely of their own inclination or convenience. In these 
days, of course, there may be perfectly good reasons why 
men cannot attend m eetings, and, indeed, why meetings 
cannot be arranged at all, but when normal conditions pre 
vail ringers owe a duty to their association and an acknow­
ledgment to their officials, and one way in which to discharge 
the one and express the other is to give their support to the 
meetings arranged for their pleasure and ringing profit.

It is a constant complaint in many parts of the country 
that, for the most part, only a very limited section of the 
members attend district m eetings. That these ringers 
are constant in their support shows, however, that they 
not only appreciate what is done on their behalf, but that 
they find attendance at m eetings worth while— that, in 
fact, they get pleasure of various kinds out of such gather­
ings. That they do so is due to the fact that they, on 
their part, are prepared to put something into the common 
stock. W e feel that if in Nottingham shire and else­
where, where there may be seeming cause for complaint 
of official laxity, members would show a real interest in 
the m eetings, a new spirit would be introduced, and 
prospects of the future m aterially improved.

EIGHT BELL PEAL.
W ATH -ON-DEARNE, YORKS.

TH E Y O R K SH IR E  ASSOCIATION.
Oh Saturday, M ay 25, 1940, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,
A PEAL O F BOB M AJOR, 6024 CHANG ES;

Tenor 13 cwt.
H a r o l d  C h a n t  . . .   Treble
M r s . E .  B r a d l e y  ................  2
W i l l i e  G r e e n  .............. . . .  3
M iss D . M . H a w l e y .............. 4

C o m po sed  b y  H . C h a n t .

S id n e y  B r ig g s  ..  
E d w a r d  B r a d l e y  
A r t h d r  G i l l  
D a n ie l  S m it h

•• 5 
.. 6 
•• 7
..Tenor

C onducted by D . S m it h .
First peal in the method on the bells. First peal in the method as 

conductor. The composition now rung for  tlie first time.

SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS.
HADDISCOE, NORFOLK.

TH E N O R W IC H  DIOOESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, M ay 4, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,
A PEAL OF D O U B LES, 5040 CHANGES;

Being eight extents o f St. Simon’s (four callings), 12 o f Plain Bob 
(four callings), 20 o f Grandsire (ten callings and M orris’ 240). 

Tenor 10 cwt. (approx.).
• G e o r g e  T . B d s s e y .Treble I ' E r n e s t  W . B r o w n   3

M r s .  R . W . B a r b e r .............. 2 | S t a n l e y  W . G a l l  ................ 4
R . W il l i a m  B a r b e r  Tenot

C onducted  b y  R . W . B a r b e r .
* First peal o f Doubles. First peal on the hells.

STRATTON STRAW LESS, NORFOLK.
TH E N O R W IC H  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wednesday, May 22, 1940, in Two Hours and Forty-Eight Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r g a r e t ,

A PEAL O F  M IN O R , 6040 CHANG ES;
Consisting o f an extent o f Cambridge Surprise, Double Court, Plain 
Bob, Double Oxford, Oxford Treble Bob, St. Clement’s and Kent 
Treble Bob. Tenor 111, cwt. in G.
W il l i a m  C . D u f f i e l d  ...Treble
E r ic  D u r r a n i  .............. . . .  2
F .  N o la n  G o l d e n  .............. 3

R e v . A . G . G , T h u rlo w . . . .  4
W a l t e r  C . M e d l e r   5
G e o r g e  B a i l e y ........................Tenor

C onducted  b y  F .  N o la n  G o ld e n .

*COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory  o f  th e  Society

5/6 (post free) from

‘ THE RINGING WORLD’ W0ô fNG,Ps5FRREY.ROAD
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D a v id  H . B e n n e t t  
A l b e r t  E . Jo n e s  

• W il l ia m  D r e w  . . .

. . .  4

. . .  5 
...Tenor

B RO N LLYS, BRECKNOCKSHIRE. I
THE SWANSEA AND BRECON DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, May 25, 1940, in Two H ours and Forty Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,
A PEAL O F G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S , 6040 C H A N G E S ;

Being 42 extents, 10 callings. T enor 74 cwt.
F r e d e r ic k  H . B a il e y  — Treble
L e s l ie  E v a n s  ........................ 2
T r e v o r  J o n e s  ........................ 3

C onducted by D . H . B e n n e t t .
* First attem pt to ring a peal since July 25th, 1908. Rung in honour 

o f Empire Day, also as £, 14tli birthday com plim ent to the treble 
rino-er, lie being the youngest m em ber o f the Guild to ring a peal. 

SOUTH D AM ERH AM , H A M PSH IR E.
TH E  SA L IS B U R Y  DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Saturday, May 25, 1940, in Three Hours and Nine Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  G e o r g e ,

A PEAL O F BOB M IN O R , 5040 C H A N G E S;
Seven different 720’s. Tenor 84, cwt.
•Le o n a r d  H a r r is   Treble
* F r a n k  L . H a r r is  ................  2
•Ja m e s  E . F i g g d r e s   3

•Fr a n k  W .  R o m a in e   4
W il l ia m  C . S h d t e   5
W il l ia m  E , C h e a t e r  ...Tenor

C onducted  by  W . E . C h e a t e r .
* First peal of M inor. First peal on the bells. R ung at the request 

of tlio Y icar of Damerham, the Rev. H . W . Moule.

HANDBELL PEALS.
B U SH EY, H ERTFO RD SH IRE.

THE M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION A N D  LONDON 
DIOCESAN G U ILD . 

On Wednesday, May 22 ,1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Two Minutes, 
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  J d n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF LITTLE BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Tenor size 15.

C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  1 -2  I E d w in  A . B a r n e t t  .............. 5-6
E r n e s t  C . S . T c r n e r .......... 3-4 | E d w in  B a r n e t t  . . .    7-8

C om posed b y  N . J .  P i t s t o w .  C onducted  b y  C. W , W o o l l e y .  
U m pire— E dw in Jennings.

STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE.
TH E  CHESTER DIOCESAN G U ILD .

On Thursday, May 23, 1940, in Two Hours and Thirty-Two Minutes,
A t  2 0 , A b e r d e e n  C r e s c e n t ,

A PEAL O F K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB R O Y A L, 5000 C H A N Q E 8| 
Tenor size 17 in  B  flat.

A l f r e d  B a r n e s    1-2 I A l l e n  F . B a i l e y ........................  5-6
H a r o l d  J a c k s o n .............. 3-4 I P e t e r  L a f l i n  ........................  7-8

W il l ia m  J ackso n  ................  g - 10
C om posed by G a b r i e l  L i n d o f f .  C onducted  b y  A . F . B a i l e y .

W itn ess— M rs. A . F . B ailey.
Rung as a  silver wedding compliment to Mr. and Mrs. William 

Jackson.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
V ISIT  TO GUISELEY.

The weather,was perfect and showed to the fu ll the charming sur­
roundings at the May meeting of the, Leeds and D istrict Amalgamated 
Society, which was held 011 Saturday a t Guiseley.

The bells were rung up soon after 3 p.m ., and except for the usual 
breaks for tea and tlie business meeting, continued until 8.30 p.m.

The Rector (Archdeacon Lowe) paid a, visit to the tower and gave 
a welcome to the society, and, in reply, the President (Mr. J. F. 
Harvey) expressed the society’s pleasure and thanks. A fter watching 
the ringing for a short while, the Rector left to attend evensong.

A t the business meeting, which was held in  the tower, Mr. J. F. 
Harvey presided, and members were present from  Armley, Bradford 
Cathedral, Burley, Drighlington, Headingley (St. Chad’s), Idle, Leeds 
Parish Church, Hunslet, Shipley and the local company. Mr. Josh. 
Woodhead, late o f Holbeck, who is approaching liis 87th birthday, 
was present for a short time, enquiring for his old friends. The many 
friends o f Mr. George Titterington (85) w ill be  pleased to know that 
lie has almost recovered from  his serious illness and was among those 
present in the belfry.

The usual vote o f thanks was proposed by Mr. Lofthouse and 
seconded by Mr. F. Hutchinson.

The next m eeting is due to be held a t Hunslet on June 29th, but, 
owing to the war-time uncertainty, members are asked to watch the 
notice columns o f ‘ The R inging W orld .’

WOOLWICH BICENTENARY.
A CHURCH W IT H  FAMOUS R IN G IN G  CONNECTION.

To celebrate the 200th anniversary o f St. M ary’s Gliurch, W oolwich, 
a peal was arranged for  Saturday, May 11th, but owing to the turn 
taken in the war it had to be cancelled. The following, however, rang 
a 720 Bob Minor : Miss L. H . Aldridge 1, Miss M. Rawlings 2, C. 
Cullen 3, R. Johnson 4, J . E. Lyddiard 5, B. W . Aldridge (conductor)
6 . I t  is hoped to record a peal later.

St. M ary’s, W oolwich, was a notable ringing centre about the middle 
o f the last century and was made particularly famous by the Banister 
family. H enry Banister, who died at the age of 87 on Juno 30th, 1869, 
was a ringer at W oolwich Parish Church for 60 years, and in 1852 
conducted what was almost a fam ily peal o f Grandsire Triples. Six of 
his sons took part and the fam ily stood in order o f seniority, the 
youngest on the treble and the father on the 7th. The tenor was rung 
by Edward P. West.

Before this, however, this talented family had made ringing history. 
On February 10th, 1849, live o f them, including the father, and with 
W illiam Banister as composer and conductor, rang at W oolwich one

W I L L I A M  B A N I S T E R .
(Photograph taken shortly before his death.)

o f the earliest peals of Superlative Surprise M ajor, and then, on 
October l l t l i  in the same year, ‘ the same band, after diligent practice 
and steady perseverance ’ as the peal board records, rang a peal 
o f London Surprise M ajor of 5,600 changes. The * arduous task was 
completed in 3 hours 27 minutes,’ and the peal was again composed 
and conducted by W illiam Banister. I t  is also interesting to note 
that the tenor in both these peals was rung by Edward W est. This 
peal o f London was only the second ever rung, the first having been 
a t Norwich in 1835. W hat is more, no other peal o f London was rung 
until the end o f the year 1870.

The first peal on the bells at St. M ary’s, W oolwich, was rung on 
November 13th, 1821, by a Society of Eastern Scholars (which had, as 
far as we know, no relation to tbe earlier society o f that name), and 
Henry Banister took part in this peal also.

The best known m ember o f the fam ily was W illiam  Banister, who 
lived to a ripe old age and died som,e 25 years ago. For many years 
he was a m ember o f the Ancient Society o f College Youths and took 
part in most o f the twelve-hell peals rung by them in the middle of 
the nineteenth century. H e rang the third to the then longest peal 
o f Stedman Cinques accomplished at Cripplegate in 1851, which beat 
the peal a t Birmingham rung in 1848.

W illiam Banister was employed in W oolwich Arsenal and in 1865 he 
was transferred to Devonport. The dockyard chapel had a ring of 
six bells, which he managed to get augmented to eight, and on them 
he called a  peal o f Grandsire Triples with a band o f young ringers 
he had taught in six months.

Banister was the author ‘o f a text book on change ringing, which 
was ..published in 1874, and went through a second edition.

Older members o f the Central Council will remember W illiam 
Banister’ s visit to the meeting in 1914, when he spoke in reply to the 
congratulations o f Sir Arthur Heywood, the president.

MAPLEDURLIAM, OXFO RD SH IRE.— On Saturday, May 4th, at the 
Church o f St. M argaret, a half-peal o f Grandsire Doubles (2,520 
changes) : A. Jem mett 1, E. Nash (conductor) 2, J . Eymor 3, P . 
Aldridge 4, N. Tanner 5, J. Smith 6. A  birthday compliment to the 
w ife o f the treble ringer and to the conductor. Longest length by 
all except the conductor.
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
S T . B R I D E ’S , F L E E T  S T R E E T .

B y  J . A r m i g e r  T r o l l o p e .
Peal ringing is not the only interest in the E x e rc ise ; 

probably it is not the m ost important interest, even if we 
consider the art as a secular sport and leave out of our 
consideration the use of the bells in the service of the 
Church. But peal ringing has an irresistible attraction 
for every keen and enthusiastic ringer, and it provides a 
wonderfully good standard by which we can judge an in­
dividual, or a  company, or the E xercise at large.

W hen a company is in a healthy state we usually find 
that peals are ru n g ; when peal ringing is dropped, apathy 
and decay are not far aw ay. So we may fairly claim 
that, even if we admit that the sole purpose of ringing 
is to m inister-to the services of the Church (and few of 
us are likely to go  so fa r ) , peal ringing is necessary to 
maintain a high standard.

But in peal ringing the number that is rung does not 
supply the real test of proficiency and progress. F a r  
■more important are the variety of the methods and the 
excellency of the striking. I t  is in these things that the 
greatness of Benjam in Annable and the early College 
Youths is shown. As pioneers of the art of change ring­
ing, they stand far above every other early company, ex­
cept only the Norwich Scholars.

In judging their records, it would be absurd to com­
pare a list of the peals they rang with those rung by a 
modern band. They rang Plain Bob and Oxford Treble 
Bob where we ring London and Bristol Surprise, but 
their perform ances were just as meritorious as ours are—  
more so, in some respects. W h at we do to-day has been 
made possible by what they did then. W e have climbed 
on their shoulders, but we must not boast that we are 
taller than they.

To compare the quality of the striking in those early 
days with that of to-day is, of course, well nigh impos­
sible, but we have the testimony of Thom as Hearne, who 
was a very keen and competent critic, as to its excellency.

A very noticeable thing about these men is that they 
were not content to keep on ringing peals in the same 
method. Throughout A nnable’s career he scarcely ever 
rang a peal which w as not either the first in the method, 
or the longest in the method, or the first on the bells. It 
w as his aim alw ays to achieve something new, and that 
is the w ay progress is made. There is no more illuminat­
ing sign of the difference between the development of the 
art in the second quarter of the eighteenth century and 
the stagnation and decline of a hundred years later than a 
comparison of A nnable’s performance with the intermin­
able and monotonous list of peals of Grandsire Triples 
rung by Thom as Tolladay and the St. Ja m e s ’ Society.

As soon as they had achieved peals in Grandsire Caters 
and Cinques, and Plain Bob M ajor, Royal and M axim us, 
the College Youths turned their attention to Double Bob 
M ajor, and they rang the first peal of it on Jan uary 14th, 
1727 . That w as not at St. B ride’s, but at St. D unstan’s 
at the other end of Fleet Street. Annable, however, 
called the first peal of Double Bob Royal at St. B rid e ’s 
in 1734 , and of M axim us at Southwark in 1740. It was 
at St. B ride’s, too, that the College Youths rang the first 
peals of Double Grandsire Caters (1733) and Cinques 
(1738 ). Annable called one and John Cundell the other.

John Cundell w as for many years one of the leading 
men in the Society of College Youths, and challenged

Annable’s supremacy both as conductor and heavy bell 
ringer. He w as connected with the theatre, being in later 
years in charge of the box office at Covent Garden. E lse­
where I have given reasons for believing that he was a 
lineal descendant of Shakespeare’s friend, Henry Condell, 
the man who collected and published the first folio edi­
tion of the plays.

Annable and the early College Youths never rang a 
peal of Grandsire Triples, but the statement which is 
somtimes made that they objected to seven-bell ringing 
which w as not all triple changes, has no real foundation 
in fact. Annable experimented with a number of seven- 
bell methods with a treble and six w orking bells, and a 
peal in one of them, Sim on ’s Triples, w as rung at St. 
B rid e ’s on April 12th, 1732 . It is quite a good method, 
being substantially the same as is now rung as St. 
Clem ent’s Bob M ajor, but it is marred by a bell lying 
still four blows in seventh’s at the lead end. Annable 
also called at St. B rid e ’s the first peals in two Major 
methods, College Bob M ajor on Jan uary  24th, 1736 , and 
M orning Exercise on December 28th following.

College Bob M ajor received a certain amount of atten­
tion in after years, especially in Yorkshire , and even now 
a peal is very occasionally rung. M orning Exercise is a 
Treble Bob method. W ith the tenors together, it has 
eight false course ends, and so the peal that Annable 
called w as undoubtedly false. Shipw ay afterwards 
claimed to have composed a true peal of it, but he had to 
part the tenors for the greater part of the peal.

F o r many years the College Youths were the only com­
pany to ring peals at St. B rid e ’s, but in 1749 the Eastern 
Scholars, with John B lake as conductor and tenor man, 
rang 6,072 changes of Bob M axim us. ‘ The Company 
never before attempted this Peal, and Compleated it the 
first T ryal in 4 hours & 45 m inutes.’

John Holt called a peal of Bob M ajor for the Union 
Scholars in 1750 , which they rang on the front eight, and 
in the next year one of Grandsire Cinques.

Benjamin Annable died on February 1s t , 1756 , and was 
buried within the steeple of St. B rid e ’s, where he had 
rung his first peal, and which w as the scene of so many 
of his exploits. He w as fifty-three years old. At the 
time of his death, the Society of College Youths was 
torn by a quarrel, which soon afterw ards split it into two 
divergent sections. Annable himself had a large share in 
that quarrel, nevertheless his services to the society far 
outweighed any faults. His is the greatest name in the 
records of the College Youths. To him more than to 
anyone else they owed the prestige and the leading posi­
tion they held in the Exercise. The bicentenary of his 
death is not so very far off, and perhaps when it comes, in 
happier times than the present, the society will remember 
him and erect a suitable memorial.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.
The May meeting o f the Barnsley and District Society was held at 

Sandal on' Saturday, when 24 ringers were present from  Cawthorne. 
Earlsheaton, Felkirk, Hoylandswaine, Rothwell, W ath, Meltham and 
the local company, and tiiere was one visitor from  Notts and another 
from  the Bedfordshire Association.

A fter the tea, which was served in the Parochial Hall, the business 
m eeting followed, with the V icar (the Rev. T. W all) in the chair.

It  was decided to hold the next m eeting at South K irkby on .Tune 
8th, and the annual shield contest at Silkstone on Saturday, July 13th.

The V icar was thanked for the use o f the bells and for presiding, 
and the best thanks were given to the local company for the arrange­
ments made and to the ladies for  the tea.

The V icar replied and assured all o f a  hearty welcome.
Further ringing followed until about 8,15 p.m . in a variety o f 

Plain and Treble Bob M inor methods.
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M I D D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
W AR -TIM E  M EETINGS JU STIFIED .

The decision o f the officers o f the South and W est District o f the 
Middlesex County Association not to cancel the join t m eeting with 
the North and East District arranged for M ay 25th at Ruislip and 
Pinner was fully justified by the success of the meeting. A fter ringing 
at Ruislip in the afternoon, the V icar (the Rev. G. D. Barnsley) con­
ducted a short service, in the course o f which he welcomed the associa­
tion and spoke o f the message of the bells. The service ended with 
the hymn, ‘ Ruislip Bells,’ accompanied by its composer, Mr. A . W . 
Owen, organist o f St. M artin’ s, and led  by the choirboys.

Over thirty members and friends, including three members o f the 
R .A .F ., had tea in the Church Room , with the V icar and Mr. Owen. 
The vice-president (Mr. J. A. Trollope) thanked the V icar and Mr. 
Owen for their welcome, and Mrs. Stone and her helpers for  the 
excellent tea. Mr. Trollope referred to the present state o f the war 
and to the doubts of the officers whether to continue to arrange 
meetings as long as possible. So long as members supported them, 
he thought meetings should be held where practicable, and his opinion 
was evidently that o f the members present. T he V icar and Mr. Owen 
replied.

The assistant secretary apologised for the absence o f the secretary, 
Mr. J. E. L. Cockey, on A .R .P . duty. Two new members, Mr. H. 
Harris and Mr. R . Knights, o f All Saints’ , Fulham, were elected.

Several courses were rung on the new peal o f handbells brought by 
Mr. J. Taylor, o f W atford , until it  was time to go on to Pinner for 
further ringing, under the direction o f Mr. G. Kilby, until dark. 
Thanks are due to the incumbents and towerkeepers a't both churches 
and to all who helped with the arrangements. The ringing ranged 
from  rounds to Spliced Surprise M ajor.

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD.
Despite the fact that the enemy were little m ore than 50 miles 

away, the Hawkhurst and D istrict Guild held quite a successful 
meeting at W adhurst on Saturday. I t  was the second m eeting ever 
held in the tower, the Sussex County having held the first in 1901. 
The heavy going six were raised in peal a t 3.30 p.m . and put to 
good use by ringers who attended from  Hawkhurst, Hastings, Hail- 
sham, Eastbourne, Brasted, Lamberhurst, Mayfield, Tunbridge Wells 
and Uckfield. Methods ranged from  Doubles to Cambridge Surprise, 
and despite the hard work required on the back three bells, the 
striking was excellent. Members o f the local band were able to stand 
in their first touch of Bob Doubles.

G U I L D F O R D  D I O C E S A N  G U IL D .
CHERTSEY D ISTR ICT.

A highly successful m eeting o f the Chertsey District o f the Guildford 
Guild was held at Ottersliaw on Saturday, and it  would have done 
the critics good to see the spade work that was put in there. The 
ringing, which began at 3.30, was Tinder the direction of the District 
Ringing Master, M r. J. B. Hessey, and several six-scores o f Grandsire 
Doubles were brought round by the novices present, when were very 
keen to take hold.

A t 4.15 the Guild service was conducted by the V icar (the Rev. D. 
Hiam-Spring), who extended to the ringers a most cordial welcome. In 
his address he reminded them  that their work in the belfry was very, 
necessary at this time of national stress and that the sound o f the 
bells helped to draw the thoughts o f people to higher things.

T ea was served near the church, and was followed by a short 
business meeting, at which the chair was taken by the District Master. 
Mr. W . Massey deputised for the secretary, who was unable to be 
present owing to A .R .P . duties.

Mr. Channan, o f Iiorsell, was elected a  ringing member o f the Guild. 
Mr. E. W . Morey, a member o f the Executive Committee, gave, for 
the benefit o f  those members who had been unable to attend it, a 
brief account o f the Guild’ s annual m eeting.—The acting secretary 
drew attention to the handbell peal rung a t Chertsey by three mem­
bers o f the district, and the m eeting heartily congratulated the 
perform ers.

After having passed the usual votes o f thanks, the company returned 
to the tower, where further ringing took place, ranging from  Grand­
sire Doubles to Kent Minor. One course o f the latter method was 
rung by a  band o f district members. T he bells were then lowered 
in peal and brought a first rate m eeting to a close.

Those present represented the district towers o f Horsell, Chertsey, 
Ottershaw, Esher, Hersham and Chobham, as well as Staines, Ash, 
Pirbright and Kingston-on-Tliames.

The meeting was extremely gratifying in view o f the growing feeling 
in the Guild that the Chertsey D istrict was decaying from  apathy. 
The attendance was not large, but among the members elected were 
ringers from  one tower hitherto entirely outside the Guild. I t  is hoped 
that as a result o f this revival o f interest, further life  will be put 
into the district.

NEW CASTLE.— On Tuesday, M ay 21st, at the Cathedral, on the 
light six, a 720 o f Bob M inor: Colonel Clutterbuck 1, W . H . Barber 2,
C. L. Routledge (conductor) 3, J. Anderson 4, Jack Hedley 5, T . W . 
Crowe 6 . First 720 o f B ob M inor for treble and 5th ringers.
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MEARS & 
STAINBANK,

Foundry  
E stablish ed  
A.D. 1 5 7 0

( 1 2 th year 
o f  reign o f 
E lizabeth ).

IB ellfounders &  
J B e l l h a n g e r  s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL 
LONDON, E.1.

T eleph on e B ish o p sga te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 6  c w t . O q r. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number.

B E LL  ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
The secretary o f the Burton District o f the M idland Counties Associa­

tion regrets the last minute postponem ent o f the meeting arranged 
for Appleby Magna on May 25th, and offers apologies to the Birming­
ham ringer who cycled there in vain. The meeting is now rearranged 
for June 8th, and it  is hoped sim ilar circumstances’ will not arise.

Owing to the crisis, the meeting o f the South-Western Branch of 
the Essex Association, which should have been held at Stanford-le- 
Hope, has been cancelled.

The record peal o f Bristol Surprise M ajor (15,264 changes) was rung 
by the Middlesex County Association at Hornchurch in Essex, on W hit 
Monday, May 27th, 1912. W illiam  P ye rang the tenor and conducted, 
his brother Bob rang the second, and Ernest the seventh. Four other 
men, then among the best known o f ringers, Isaac G. Shade, John II. 
Cheesman, Bertram Prew ett and A lfred W . Grimes, were in the band. 
Messrs. Reuben Saunders and George R . Pye are the only two who 
are still alive.

The first Surprise peal outside England was one o f Superlative 
Surprise M ajor rung at Bray m  Ireland on May 28tli, 1901, conducted 
by Mr. J. S. Goldsmith.

On the return journey from  Ireland on that occasion, the first peal 
on the sea was rung— a peal o f Stedman Caters, conducted by W illiam 
Short, which was finished as the vessel entered Holyhead harbour.

The Burton-on-Trent men, with W illiam  W akeley as conductor, 
rang on May 31st, 1886, 5,024 changes o f New Cumberland M ajor, a 
method by Henry Earle Bulwer, which was called Surprise, but accord­
ing to the accepted standard is not now included in that class. I t  is, 
however, an excellent m ethod and fully merits more attention than 
it has received.

On M ay 31st, 1888, the Birmingham men rang 8,888 changes of 
Stedman Caters on handbells, and on June 1st, 1912, the Surrey men 
rang 14,031 changes o f the same method.

The first peal on the old twelve bells at St. M artin’s, Birmingham, 
was one of Grandsire Cinques rung on June 3rd, 1773. I t  was the 
third in the method away from  London and the second by a pro­
vincial band. John Archer composed and called the peal.

The conductor .of the peal at Ewell on M ay 4tli was John Beams, 
and not John E. Beams.

THE FIRST PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS.
A N N IV ER SA R Y  OF H ISTORIC PERFORM ANCE.

Last W ednesday, May 28tli, was the one hundred and fifty-third 
anniversary of the first peal o f Stedman Caters ever accomplished. 
It  was rung by a band of the ‘ ancient ’ Society o f College Youths, 
one o f the two separate and independent companies which then called 
themselves by that name. Two years before they had paid a visit to 
Norwich, where they heard for  the first time Stedman rung on the 
higher numbers, and on their return to London they had begun to 
practice Stedman Caters and Stedman Cinques.

Among those who visited East Anglia were W illiam Jones, John 
Reeves and Thomas Blakemore, the three men who wrote the ‘ Clavis,’ 
which was published early in 1788. Reeves was one o f the greatest 
composers in the history o f change ringing and Blakemore was also 
a composer, though his merits are difficult to assess nowadays. These 
two men quarrelled about who should compose and call the peal of 
Caters, and when it  actually was rung Blakemore was not in the 
band. Neither was Jones, but the board which was erected to record 
the perform ance pays him an unusual and fulsome compliment.

‘ St. John’s, Horsleydown. In  honour of a most noble performance 
by the ancient Society o f College Youths who on Monday, May 28th, 
1787, did ring in an excellent m anner the first complete peal of Caters 
on Stedman’s Principle 5,076 changes in 3 hours and 27 mins. May 
this panel transmit their names to  posterity with that of the ingenious 
Mr. W . Jones on whose abilities his inim itable commentaries so 
happily concludes with “ H ere the Cynic and the Panegyrist stop ”  
and join in eulogisms to such distinguished merits : John Reeves 1, 
John Anderson 2, Daniel Jenkins 3, John Inville 4, Thomas Heap 5, 
Nathaniel Williamson 6, Allen Grant 7, Christopher W ells 8 , W illiam 
Lowndes 9, Paul W ebb 10. Composed and conducted by Mr. John 
Reeves.’

This board is not now in existence.
The composition has often been said to be false, but is not so. It 

is, however, on a plan which is now obsolete and somewhat crude. 
The Ancient Society of College Youths rang it  again not many years 
ago, with Mr. H erbert Langdon as conductor.

9,720
231456789

673152489 1, 4, 6 , 10
623154789 9
361524978 9, 15
364125 16
365421 16
561234 4, 16

Four times repeated, om itting the first, bob, gives 231456978. The 
whole twice repeated.

Reduced to 5,076 changes by the bobs at 10, 9, and 9 being omitted 
twice in the first part and always in the last part, and calling the 
bob at 1  only in the second part.
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RINGERS IN THE PAST.
T H E IR  CONNECTION W IT H  TH E OHURGH.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— In liis excellent articles about past ringers, Mr. Trollope 

often spoils a good case by trying to prove too much. I f  he 'w ere  
content to say that, in the past, ringers were not so closely connected 
with the Church, as tliey should be now,' we could all agree. But 
when he says that there was no pretence that th,ey were church 
workers, we can only say that it is true, in that the words ‘ church 
w orkers ’ were not then in use; but this is not w hat Mr. Trollope 
means ' jp

Prom  the time the Suffolk Guild started, we had one most efficient 
district secretary; it was not till a year or two after his death that 
I heard that he was also a  leading Nonconform ist. Another active 
district secretary was (and m aybe still is) a leading member o f the 
choir at one church and also a leading ringer at another church in 
the same town, but some distance away. Irregularities will always 
exist. But we must not, therefore, like Mr. Trollope, imagine that 
the irregular is the usual. W e need not suppose that in the first half 
of the twentieth century it  was usual for  ringers to be Nonconformists, 
01* for men to sing at one church and to ring a t another. N or, because 
at one time ringers sat lightly to their church practice, are we now 
to imagine that ‘ there was no pretence that they were church 
workers.’ Of course they must necessarily have been. That many of 
them did not ring for services was perhaps true enough (and still is, 
for some ringers). That there was m ore chiming than ringing for 
service was 110 doubt then tru e; indeed, it would be hard to say that 
it is not still true, even in London. N o doubt-, also, in the past there 
were many who rang fo r  pleasure rather than for  church work. But 
even o f these there are m any still in evidence!

Equally wrong is Mr. Trollope’s statem ent that a claim has been 
made that the Haleswortli ringers were once organised like the College 
Youths. No such claim has ever been made, and I  have more than 
once told him so .in private correspondence. I wrote to him that the 
Halesworth ringers have told me that they are a body o f ringers 
such as exists in* most- small country towns, and that they have never 

•been anything else. I  especially told him that they said they were 
never like the College Youths. They have a record showing that 
they were in existence more than two hundred years ago, and have 
been in existence every year since. They do not claim that this is 
longer than any other band, only that 110 other band possesses such 
unbroken written records. There is a tradition that this goes back 
to pre-Reformation times, when one, W alpole, was alive. This is borne 
out by various facts which, owing to the war, I  am unable to verify. 
Until Mr. Trollope (or someone else) does this, he’ and I must leave 
them in possession of the W alpole tradition.

This tradition comes from  a fam ily which has not only produced a 
Prime Minister of England, but also one o f our own churchwardens, 
who learned how to'-ring a t TJfford C hurch .'

I  have also explained in your columns how Halesworth possesses the 
oldest written changes in existence (as well as the oldest known body 
of ringers).

HERBERT DRAKE.
Ufford Rectory.

M IDLAN D COUNTIES ASSO C IA TIO N .
LOUGHBOROUGH D ISTR IC T TO H O LD  FU R TH ER  MEETINGS.

A meeting was held at Shepshed last Saturday, and in spite o f the 
national -crisis, the attendance was well maintained, members being 
present from Copt Oak, Hugglescote, Ibstock, Oaks-in-Charnwood, 
Shepshed and Thrumpton, as well as Mr. J. H. Swinfield, of Burton- 
on-Trent, Mr. H artland from  W orcestershire, and Second-Lieut. 
Samson, o f the Chester Diocesan Guild.

The Vicar (the Rev. C. 0 . W orm an) conducted the association form  
of service and gave a very inspiring address on the need for unity of 
service, especially now in this time o f distress. H e referred to the 
call to prayer'issued by H.M . the King for  the following Sunday.^

The m eeting was held in the belfry, Mr. G. R . Edwards presiding.
The V icar was elected an honorary m ember o f the association and 

Mrs. Edwards a ringing member.
A letter was read from  the district chairman (Mr. J. H . Grundy) 

suggesting that the district meetings should be cancelled, but this did 
not meet with any support, and a  resolution was adopted that the 
meetings should be held where possible.

I t  was decided to accept tlie invitation o f Mr. Hutchinson to a joint 
meeting with other districts at Sawley on Saturday, June 15th.

As this m eeting will not be in the Loughborough area, it was decided 
to hold another meeting at Ibstock on the following Saturday, if 
suitable arrangements can be made, and also to join  with the Burton 
District at Cole Orton on Saturday, July 13th.

A hearty vote o f thanks was accorded to the V icar for the use of 
the bells and for conducting the service, to the organist and blower, 
and to all who had contributed to the success o f the meeting.

TW ICKEN H AM . — On National Prayer Sunday for  evensong, a 
quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples : E. Pond 1, G. Bradford 2, Jack 
Lovell (first quarter-peal inside) 3, E. Morris 4, J. H erbert 5, H . j 
Andrews 6, E. C. S. Turner (conductor) 7, J. Lovell, sen. 8 .

LADIES IN THE BELFRY.
MR. W ORBO YS IS AN N O YED  W IT H  ‘ TH E R IN G IN G  W O R L D .’ 

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—My last letter addressed to you was intended as a definite 

attack 011 your previous article. I  see you have adopted your usual 
procedure of 1 pooh-pooh ’ and le ft it  to a few  outsiders to defend your 
cause. W hether my letter contained anything helpful or not is beside 
the point. I  think I  made some direct hits, but, o f course, you 
wouldn’ t choose to answer them. This was also the case in my last 
criticism of your article about bells in London.

W ell, my answer to the gentlemen who replied to the attack is 
that they can hold their point o f view and I ’m holding mine, even if 
it is in the m inority. Or is it ?  M y desire was to show the Editor 
that all the writings in this paper do not meet with approval; it  is 
unfortunate that there is not another such paper. To Mr. 1’ . II. 
Brown I would advise him to read the ‘ Manchester Guardian ’ so 
as to learn the difference between criticism and personal sarcasm.

And lastly to the ladies, my opinion is that, they look much more 
ladylike cleaning the brass than hanging on the end o f a rope.

The leading article this week is at it  again. Y ou remark 011 the 
Ancient Society's gathering as ‘ an interesting experim ent.’ Sure, 
because the ladies were invited, and you then go on to mention 
‘ obviously the lack o f support is due to the prevailing situation.’ 
W as it ?  Are you sure this really was the cause o f cancelling it?  
Y ou have written before, urging the Ancient Society to open its ranks 
to ladies. I  am going to suggest that the society has many members 
capable o f m anaging its affairs without the persuasion and inter­
vention o f this paper. The society has in previous years catered for 
the lady friends and wives of members in a very pleasant manner. I 
cannot see any advantage in making it  an indoor affair. I t  would 
be well for  every m ember o f the Ancient Society to consider every 
viewpoint before attem pting to alter any customs or traditions now 
prevailing in this very grand society, A. H A R O LD  W ORBO YS.

Barking, Essex.
P .S .— M y views expressed in this or any other letter do not neces­

sarily reflect the opinion o f m y home tower.
A  F U TIL E  ATTACK.

Mr. W orboys seems to be very annoyed with us— apparently because 
we had ignored his letter editorially. Actually the attack was such 
a futile attem pt to kick us that it  really wasn’ t worth noticing, 
although for  the life o f us we don’t see why Mr. W orboys cannot 
let us enjoy our own opinion, as he claims to stick to his point of
view. W e said what we thought; we allowed him to say what he
thought, so what has he got to complain about?

Obviously the mention o f ladies in the belfry acts upon him as the 
proverbial red rag to a bull, and any suggestion that ladies may 
have im proved the ‘ tone ’ o f the belfry is like the shaft o f the 
m atador. His indignation was obviously bursting in his first letter 
when he called us to account for having the ‘ ch e e k ’ to say that
‘ what influence women have had in the belfry has been to raise the
standard o f conduct.’ I f  Mr. W orboys hasn’t  noticed it, it  may bo 
due to one o f two causes— either he hasn’t lived long enough or ho 
hasn’ t kept the right company.

By the way, it  would be most unfortunate if everybody agreed 
with all we said— there wouldn’ t be any Mr. W orboys to try to kick 
us. But if he wants another such paper as this, he has only to start 
one— or he could have started one before last Monday. As it is, he 
must now w ait.until the war is over.

There is just one other thing. The College Youths themselves (and 
not ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ ) proposed to extend the invitation to ladies 
to attend the now abandoned luncheon. Surely Mr. W orboys is be­
smirching the judgm ent o f the members when he calls their decision 
into question. I t  looks as if it is Mr. W orboys trying to run the 
society and ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ rather than this paper trying to 
exert undue influence on the society. Anyhow, Mr. W orboys, here’s 
our hand. E d i t o r , ‘ The Ringing W orld .’

GLOU CESTER &  BRISTO L DIOCESAN A SSO C IA TIO N .
M EETING A T DU RSLEY.

A join t meeting o f the W otton, Bristol City and Bristol Rural 
Branches was held last Saturday at Dursley, when over 30 members 
attended, including Mr. J. Austin and ex-Sgt. J. W illiams from 
Gloucester and Mr. S. T . Price from  Stonehouse.

Tea a t the Queen Anne Hall was followed by tbe join t business 
meeting, at which the V icar o f Dursley presided. Mr. T. Harris was 
elected chairman o f tbe  Bristol City Branch, Mr. D. Glift having re­
signed, and Mr. N . L . Ow-en was elected secretary of tbe W otton 
Branch in place o f Mr. W . J. Smith, who had been called to the 
Colours.

The General Secretary urged the members to continue holding meet­
ings, even though attendances m ay prove to be discouraging. Those 
members who were serving in tbe Forces would expect it, to ensure 
that there should be ringing for them when the war was over. The 
Rev. K. G. Davies supported the appeal. I t  was decided to continue 
to hold meetings as usual.

The V icar conducted the sendee after the meeting, and Mr. R . C. 
Gifford (hon. secretary, Rural Branch) presided at the organ.

Thanks were accorded to Mr. Roberts, Mr. M organ and Mr. Owen 
for the excellent arrangements.
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LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
A  Y E A R  OF W ON DERFU L RECORDS.

There was a very fa ir attendance of members at the annual meeting 
o f tho Lincoln Diocesan Guild, held on April 27th, in spite o f the 
restricted transport facilities, although one missed many out-county 
members and friends. Owing to local difficulties, the usual tea could 
nob be arranged, and so, after ringing at the Cathedral and St. Giles’ , 
followed by evensong at the Cathedral, visitors dispersed to the various 
cafes in the city, gathering again in the beautiful Chapter House, 
where by kind permission o f the Dean of Lincoln the business meeting 
was held. Unfortunately, through illness, the Dean was unable 
to be present, and the Yen. Archdeacon H . T. Parry, president o f the 
Northern Branch, took the chair.

The officers were all re-elected, namely, the V ery Rev. R . A. 
Mitchell, Doan o f Lincoln, president; Mr. Rupert Richardson, M aster; 
Mr. F. W . Stokes, hon. secretary and treasurer.

I t  was unanimously decided to have a report printed on the usual 
lines for the year 1939, and to leave the question of printing one for  
tho current year for  consideration at the next annual meeting.

Mr. Rupert Richardson, Master of the Guild, said it was impossible 
to compare the peal figures with those o f the previous year, but that 
up to the beginning o f the war the Guild had a wonderful record. 
Tho N orth Lincolnshire Minor band had rung peals of seven extents 
comprising 60, 70, 100, 102 and 104- methods, thus bringing the Minor 
record back to the Lincoln Guild. This had been followed up by a 
peal o f nine extents in 125 methods. Three o f the band had also rung 
a peal o f Minor on handbells in 50 methods. Then the young hand­
bell band at Lincoln had rung peals in spliced M ajor methods, and 
the Cathedral band had rung d peal in ten spliced Surprise M ajor 
methods. H e said he was proud to be Master o f a Guild capable of 
putting up such performances. The Master went on to mention that 
the Chapter House, in which they were now holding their meeting, was 
virtually the birthplace o f the Guild, for it was m  that building, on 
April 29th, 1899, that the Guild was form ed by the am algam ation of 
the four separate' societies then existing in the diocese. H e appealed 
to all members to do their utm ost to keep ringing alive in their 
respective towers during the present difficult times.

Tho m eeting unanimously adopted a resolution allowing members 
o f His M ajesty’s Forces, who desired to ring peals for the Guild., to 
become life  members of the Guild without payment of the usual 
subscription.

The Yen. Archdeacon Parry, president o f the Northern Branch,- in 
alluding to the record peal of Minor, said that he thought it was very 
fitting that the peal should have been rung at his own Parish Church 
at Bigby. He hoped that a peal board commemorating the perform ­
ance would be dedicated, on June 29th, and invited all who could come 
to visit B igby on that day, when the Dean of Lincoln had kindly 
promised to preach.

Although many had to leave fo r  home much earlier than usual, there 
was a  good muster at both the Cathedral and St. Giles’ for further 
ringing in the evening.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.
D ISTR IC T MEETING AT BANSTEAD.

A successful meeting of the North-W estern District of the Surrey 
Association was held at Banstead on Saturday, when 36 members and 
friends attended from  Banstead, Beddington, Croydon (St. John’s and 
St. Peter’ s), Epsom, Christ Church, Leatherhead, Mitcham (SS. Peter 
and Paul’s), and London.

R inging began at 3.15 and continued until 5 o ’ clock, when a short 
service was conducted by the curate, the Rev. J. S. F. Farrer, in the 
absence o f the Vicar. The curate expressed his regret a t being unable 
to join  the meeting at tea.

An excellent tea was served at the M emorial Cafe, where a short- 
business m eeting was held, presided over by  the District Master, Mr.
D. Cooper. Four new members were elected, the Misses M. J. Cox, 
J. Newington, K. Newington and P. Terry, all of South Croydon.

Ib was stated that every endeavour would be made to arrange the 
usual summer meetings, namely, a t  Ranm oor Common, jointly with 
the Leatherhead District o f the Guildford Guild, on July 27tli; a 
ringers’ gathering at Leatherhead on M onday, August 5tli, if the Bank 
H oliday is not cancelled; and at Staines and Egbam jointly with 
neighbouring associations towards the end o f August. Clapham Park 
was recommended for the next district m eeting on Saturday, Septem­
ber 28th, and Battersea was put forw ard as an alternative tower if 
Clapham Park should not be available.

The local National Service authorities had arranged a recruiting 
parade in the parish, complete with band and loud-speaker cars, and 
at this point in the proceedings the procession passed the tearoom  
window, when the lads a t the table by  the window took the oppor­
tunity o f cheering the gallant local volunteers as they marched along, 
dressed in resplendent uniforms. W hen order was at last restored, 
votes o f thanks were passed to all who had helped to make the meeting 
a success, especially to Mr. F. G. W oodiss for arranging the tea. _

The company then returned to the tower, where further ringing 
took place, ranging from  rounds and call changes to Spliced Surprise 
M ajor until 8.45, when the bells were lowered in peal. Some o f the 
ringers put a set o f handbells to good use in a  secluded part o f the 
church.

LAXITY IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
W H A T  ARE THE M .C.A. D IST R IC T  OFFICIALS D O IN G ?

To the Editor.
Sir,— Some time ago I  got interested in bellringing, and as soon as 

I was qualified I  joined the M .C .A ., thinking from  what I  had heard 
and from  reading the rules and objects o f the association I  had 
done a  good thing. I am not satisfied. There is something wrong in 
the Nottingham  district. I  have heard grumbling all round. W e are 
supposed to have monthly meetings, but in 1939 there were not more 
than two, and in this year, so far,' two.

W hat are the local committee and the district secretary doing? i f  
they cannot do the job, why do they allow themselves to be elected 
and why are they elected? W hy is the district secretary granted an 
honorarium? H e did not turn up at the A pril meeting at Bottesford, 
where it was decided to hold the May m eeting at Attenborough, but 
no arrangement for it  has been m ade up to the present.

Are the other members in the Nottingham  district satisfied? I f  not, 
can’t we get together and talk things over with the idea of mending 
m atters? Look in our last annual report and see how much better 
the other districts are managed.

I understand that for some years past these m onthly meetings have 
been poorly attended and that at m any o f the meetings, without 
the assistance of ringers from  outside the district, the bells could not 
have been rung. I f  we do get going again, will the members give 
more support? I  hope so and encourage the officers.

R .S .V .P .

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
DORCHESTER BRAN CH  M EETINGS TO BE .CARRIED ON.

A  m eeting o f the Dorchester Branch o f the Salisbury Diocesan Guild 
was held at Charminster on Saturday week, and, considering the 
situation, it  was very successful, the beautiful weather helping to 
make the gathering a pleasant one. The Y icar m et the ringers as 
they came to the church and the bells were raised just after 3 p.m. 
Service was well attended, the Y icar (tne Rev. D. B. Eperson) officiat­
ing and giving a short address. H e welcomed the Guild to the church 
for  the first time, and, referring to the war, asked those present to 
pray for those who were fighting for  us and making the supreme 
sacrifice.

Following the service, the members were invited by the Yicar and 
Mrs. Eperson to tea on the Vicarage lawn, which was greatly enjoyed 
in the lovely sunshine.

Subsequently a short business m eeting was held, over which the 
chairman of the branch (the Rev. A. W . M arkby) presided, supported 
by the V icar (Canon D. F. Slemeck) and the Rev. A. F. Godley. 
Thirty-five members were present.

Mr. R . Faithfull (Southampton) was elected a life member. An 
interesting discussion as to future meetings and a motion to carry 
on was agreed to.

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. C. H . Jennings) said they usually catered 
for one Thursday in the year for those who could not attend on 
Saturdays .H e  had been in communication with W est Lulwortli, and 
the Y icar had invited them  there one Thursday in July.— This offer 
was accepted with thanks.

The Rector o f  Stratton invited the branch to his parish, winch 
would enable them also to ring at B radford Peverell, in August, and 
the Vicar of Preston (W eymouth) had invited the Guild in September 
with a ringing practice, also at Upwey.

Thanks, were given for  the kindness thus extended to the Guild, 
the Chairman remarking they could leave it  to their hon. secretary 
to make the best arrangements.

A  warm welcome was given to all visitors from  outside the branch.
A  comprehensive vote o f thanks was carried with acclamation to 

the V icar for conducting the service and giving such a helpful address, 
also to him and Mrs. Eperson for their kind hospitality in providing 
such a bountiful tea, and also to the W .I. members for their assistance. 
Thanks were also given to the organist (Mrs. Eperson) and the blower. 
—The meeting term inated after a hearty vote o f thanks to the chair­
man.

The members returned to the tower fo r  further practice, and after­
wards visited St. Peter’ s, Dorchester, where they rang from  7.30 to 9.

The following towers were represented at the m eeting: Bradford 
Peverell, Charminster, Dorchester, Maiden Newton, Preston, Stratton, 
Sydling, Upwey, W ool and W yke R egis; the W est Dorset Branch by 
Bearminster and N etherbury; W im borne Branch by Lytchett 
Matravers (two lady ringers cycling over 40 m iles); N orth Dorset 
Branch by the Ringing Master and M anston; members o f H.M . Forces 
stationed in the district, and the branch Deputy Ringing Master (from 
‘ Somewhere in England ’ ).

HANDBELLS AT EVENSONG.
W H IT  SU N D A Y  SERVICE AT KIN GTON  M AGNA.

W hit Sunday is observed at Kington Magna, Dorset,_ as the Sunday 
School anniversary, when recitations and sacred music are rendered 
by the scholars at evensong. As the festival fell this year on Corona­
tion Day, two little girls recited sentences referring to the event, 
which concluded with the words, * Trumpets were sounded and the 
Abbey bells rung.’ Thereupon four boys with an octave o f handbells 
gave a practical illustration o f rounds, firing and Queens.
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TREBLE BOB & INTERNAL FALSENESS.
D IFFICU LTIES O F STUDENTS.

To the Editor.
g ;r  1  was very glad to read the excellent explanation, published

011 May 10th, am plifying that given in the issue o f February 23rd. 
In spite o f what lias been written as to the danger o f overdoing it, I 
do feel that ail help should be given to the student to  understand. 
My own difficulties in endeavouring to open the door, 15 years ago, 
left a lasting impression that text books are, of necessity, written by 
those with knowledge, who in far too m any cases write o f facts in 
terms which leave the reader in the air. I t  was an understanding of 
this which led the Editor to publish a series from  the pen of a ‘ Be­
ginner ’ in 1927; a ‘ d ia r y ’ as it  were. A naive idea, which was 
appreciated in some quarters, but which, o f course, had m any faults.

I  pestered all sorts o f people in m y endeavours and m et with every 
courtesy. B ut it  was not until I  was fortunate enough to drag home 
Mr. T. Groombridge, jun., one evening, that I  got the clue I  wanted. 
The point is, that it  came by word of mouth, and not from  the text 
books. The result was 1 Abridged P roof ’ in 1928, which, to quote Mr. 
A. G. Driver, o f Belvedere, was so bad an exposition o f very excellent 
material that he at first judged it  to be pure ‘ tripe ’ ! The trouble 
was that fundamentals were "hidden by a mass o f material, which he 
cut away. I was handicapped by  tradition and the text books. ‘ W hy 
go backwards, via lead heads to course heads,’ he said, ‘ when you 
can go forwards to the actual rows with 1-7-8 in  like positions?’

It  just had not occurred to me, and I  had never read the -‘ Clavis ’ 
(and, probably, should not have understood anyway). And so, when 
I  read in 1935 that ‘ Proof ’ was to be included in the new Surprise, 
book, I  put Mr. Driver’ s m odification into typescript in case the 
Mothods Committee would consider it.

All this by way o f showing a student’s difficulty. I  am not b e ­
labouring any point. I  am m erely offering appreciation o f the article 
of May 10th, but there is one point which I  should like to see clarified. 
I t  is the paragraph at the bottom  of the first column on page 224, 
where it  says that odd rows need not be compared . . . because . . . 
i f  even rows show false course ends, the odd rows will show ‘ comple­
mentary ’ ones. I  do not like this word, and  my dictionary does not
satisfactorily explain why I  do not w ant'them . I t  seems to follow  a 
point I  made in m y criticism o f the original article, but I  did not say 
that, and I  should like to see explained the example I  then gave. 
Here it  is in full
+  12345678 (a) Following the instructions appearing on February 
— 21354687 23rd, I get, from  the plain course, these pairs of
+  12534867 (c) row s, 14263857 and 13254768
+  21358476 _ 12534867 12643758

From the first pair come the false heads 54263 an d /or 46325; from  
the second pair come 34562 a n d /or  62345. Now the ‘ and/ors ’ are 
paired ‘ reflections,’ each of the other, and one is not required. But, 
when proving a peal, can I do without one o f each pair?

GEOEGE E. JOYCE.
Hornchurch, Essex.

MACCLESFIELD RINGER’S DEATH.
F IF T Y  Y EA ES AT TH E P A R IS H  OHURGH.

The death has occurred at Macclesfield, Cheshire, o f Mr. J. Norbury, 
verger and ringer at the Parish Church o f St. Michael. The funeral 
took place on Saturday week.

The deceased was a great churchman, and, in addition to being 
verger o f the Parish Church for  many years, was a member of the 
Bible Class and other church organisations. He was associated with 
the belfry for a  period covering some 50 years and was leader and 
conductor for  a considerable part o f this time.

For 25 years or more he was secretary-treasurer o f the Macclesfield 
Branch o f the Chester Diocesan Guild, and the members o f this branch 
paid fitting tribute on the deeply muffled bells prior to the funeral 
service, while as the cortege was leaving the church, the muffled bells, 
which had had a great share o f Mr. Norburv’ s affection, gave a 
sorrowful farewell. A t the graveside officials o f the branch rang a 
course of Grandsire Triples over the open grave, and afterwards a 
quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples was rung on the now half-muffled 
bells by G. Bottom ley 1, H . Dean 2, J. T ipper 3, A. W orth 4, J. 
W orth 5, H. Lomas (conductor) 6, W . Gayes 7, C. M orlidge 8.

Among the many floral tributes were' wreaths from  the Parish 
Church company and from  the Chester Diocesan Guild (Macclesfield 
Branch).

C O R O N A T I O N  A N N I V E R S A R Y .
A t Taunton on W hit Sunday for evensong and also on the thir 

anniversary o f the Coronation o f their Majesties the K ing and Queen 
members o f St. James’ Guild rang a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples
F. G. Gigg 1, H . H . W alker 2, W . T. Jeanes 3, A. A . W alker 4  I  
Morris 5, J. E ov 6, W . G. Gigg (conductor) 7, S. Chaplin 8 . Firs 
quarter-peal for the treble ringer, who is the son o f the conductor.

BOW DON, CHESHIRE.— On M ay 8th, for  Confirmation service, 
quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples in 43 m inutes: O. J. H unt 1 C 
Edwards 2 A. J. Brown 3, C. K . Lewis 4, J . Hassell 5. D . V in ’cen 
(conductor) 6, Rev. E . D. St. John Smith 7, F. Eeynolds 8 . Afte 
service 336 Double Norwich M ajor.

NOTICES.
T H E  C H A R G E  F O R  N O T IC E S  of M eetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (Average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 /6 .

N O T IC E S  must be received N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  
M O N D A Y .

‘ The R in gin g W orld ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘  T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Ashford District. 
— A meeting will be held at N ew  Romney on Saturday, 
June ist . Bells from 2 .3 0 . Service 4 .3 0 , followed by 
tea and business m eeting.— P . P age, 1 10 , Canterbury 
Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N orth-Eastern D ivision.—  
A meeting will be held at K irby-le-Soken on Saturday, 
June is t . Bells (8) available from 2 p.m. till 9  p.m. 
Service at 4 .30  p .m ., followed by tea at the Church H all. 
— L. W right, Hon. D is. Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch.— Practice at W altham  S t. Law rence (6 b e lls), 
Saturday, June 1s t , 3  p.m. All welcome.— W . J .  Paice, 
Hon. Sec., M errel, California, W okingham .

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North Bucks
Branch.— The annual festival will be held at Bletchley on 
Saturday, June 1st. Bells (8 ) available from 2.30  p.m. 
Service 3 .30  p.m. Tea and business meeting to follow. 
V isitors will he welcomed.— W alter Sear, 19 , Albert 
Street, Bletchley.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch, 
Lincoln D istrict.— The next meeting of the above will be 
at Caythorpe on Saturday, June 1 st. Bells (8 , tenor 
14  cw t.) available from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m . Short service
4 .15  p.m. B ring your own tea and picnic in the fields.—  
Kenneth W . M ayer, Hon. D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W igan  Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at H alsall on Saturday, June 1st. 
Bells available from 2 .30 .— S . Forshaw , Branch Sec.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-W estern Division. 
— O wing to the present acute international situation, the 
meeting arranged to take place to-morrow, Saturday, 
June 1st, has been cancelled.— J .  H. Crampion, Hon. 
D is. Sec.

N O RT PI S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T  A S ­
SOCIATION.^— A meeting will be held at Cheddleton on 
Saturday, June 1s t . Bells (6 ), available from 3 p.m. 
Stoke meeting Jun e 22nd.— Andrew Thompson, Hon.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— A  meet­
ing will be held at Ashwell on Saturday, June 1 st. B ells 
(6) available at 3 p.m. Service 4 .3 0 .— R . Thos. Newman, 
Dis. Sec., 36, Salisbury Road, Baldock, Herts.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A SS O C IA T IO N  (Derby 
District) A N D  T H E  P E A K  S O C IE T Y .— A combined 
m eeting will be held at Darley Dale, near M atlock, on 
Saturday, June 1st . Bells (8 ) available from 2.30  p.m.
•— H. L . W arburton, Hon. Sec., P eak District.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Furness and Lake 
D istrict.— The next practice meeting will be held at St. 
Cuthbert’s Church, K irkby-in-Furness, on Saturday, June 
1st . Bells (6 ) available at 2.30  p.m .— N. M. Newby, 
Branch Sec., Brew ery Mount, Ulverston.
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S H E F F I E L D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The next 
meeting will be held at Handsworth on Saturday, June 
1s t . A ll welcome.— G. G. Graham , Hon. Sec., 5, Pip- 
worth Lane, Eckington, near Sheffield.

S C O T T IS H  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Special 10-bell practice 
at S t. M ary ’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, on Saturday, June 
1st. R in gin g from 3 to 4.30 p.m .— Charles R . Raine, 
Hon. Sec ., 2 1 ,  Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
D istrict.— N ext meeting at Higham-on-the-Hill. Usual 
times on Saturday, June 1st. All welcome.— W . A. 
W ood, D is. Sec.

S O C IE T Y  O F R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 
— There will be ringing for evensong at St. Leonard ’s, 
Shoreditch, on Sunday, June 2nd, at 5 .30  p.m. All 
ringers welcome.— G. W . Steere, Hon. Sec.

L A D I E S ’ G U ILD ,.— London D istrict.— Practice at the 
Borough on Thursday, June 6th, at 7.30, and in future at 
the sam e time on the first Thursday in every month until 
further notice.— I. R . Plousden.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Eastern  D iv i­
sion.— A meeting will be held at Rotherfield on Saturday, 
June 8 th, in conjunction with the E ast Grinstead and 
District Guild. The eight bells will be available from 3 
o ’clock. A service will be held.— C. A. Levett, Hon. D is. 
Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Preston Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held at Eccleston Church on 
Saturday, June 8 th. B e lls  available from 3 p.m .— F . 
R igby, Hon. Branch Sec.

L A D IE S ’ G U IL D .— Northern D istrict.— The annual 
meeting will be held at St. P a u l’s, Cross Stone, Todmor- 
den, on Saturday, June 8 th. Bells from 3 p.m. Please 
send names for tea to M iss R . Bell, 496, H alifax Road, 
Todmorden, by Tuesday, June 4th. All ringers welcome. 
— E . Dorice K elly, 164, Richmond Road, Sheffield 9.

D U D L E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D .— The quarterly 
meeting will be held at Pensnett, on Saturday, June 8th. 
Bells available 3 p.m. Service at 4.30. Business meet­
ing afterwards.-— John Goodman, 45, H olcroft Street, 
Burnt Tree, Tipton.

E A S T  G R IN S T E A D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D .— A 
joint meeting with the Sussex County Association will be 
held at Rotherfield on Saturday, June 8th. M ake own 
arrangem ents for tea. Everyone welcome at this popu­
lar tow er.— C. A . Bassett, A ssist. Sec.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch, 
Gainsborough D istrict.— A meeting will be held at Kirton 
Lindsey on Saturday, June 8th. Bells (6 , tenor 20 cwt.) 
available from 2.30  to 8.30. Service 4 .15 . T ea 5 p.m ., 
for which names need not be sent.— Geo. L. A. Lunn, 
248, Lea Road, Gainsborough.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Guils- 
borough Branch.— A special deanery meeting will be held 
at E ast Haddon (6 bells) on Saturday, June 8th, Please 
let me have names for tea by June 5th. No sugar, pro­
vided.— PI. PI. Shrives, The Mill, Long Buckby, Rugby.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E S A N  
G U IL D .— W inchester D istrict.— Quarterly meeting at 
K in g ’s Somborne on Saturday, June 8th next. Bells (6 ) 
available from 2.30. Service at 4.30, to be followed by 
tea and business meeting in the V illage H all. Those re­
quiring tea must please notify Mr. F . D avis, W inchester 
Road, K in g ’s Somborne, Stockbridge, not later than W ed­
nesday, June 5th.— W . G. Goodchild, Hon. Dis. Sec., 
139 , Stanm ore Lane, W inchester.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Farnham  D is­
trict.— The next meeting will be held (D .V .) at Crondall 
on Saturday, June 8th. Bells (6 ) available 3 p.m. Ser­
vice 4.30 p.m. T ea 5 .15  p.m . at the Cricketers. Please 
notify for tea by Tuesday the 4th.— C. W . Denyer, Hon. 
Sec., 120, Ash Road, Aldershot, H ants.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E SA N  A S S O ­
C IA T IO N .— Swindon B ranch.— M eeting at Bishopstone 
on Saturday., June 8th. Bells (8 ) afternoon and evening. 
T ea 5 p.m. Please advise if possible.— W . B. Kynaston, 
37, V icarage Road, • Swindon, W ilts.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Central Bucks 
Branch.— The annual branch meeting will be held at 
Lon g Crendon on Saturday, June 8th. Bells (8 ) "avail­
able from 2.45 p.m . Service at 4 p.m . T ea and business 
meeting to follow. Please send a card if you require 
tea. All ringers welcome.— F . Gibbard, 30, Horn Street, 
W inslow, Bletchley, Bucks.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Leicester 
D istrict.— A quarterly m eeting will be held at Kibworth 
on June 8th. Bells (8 ) at 3 p.m. Tea Is . each at the 
Newtown Cafe at 5 p .m ., for those who notify me by 
June 6th.— H. W . Perkins, Hon. D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Liverpool Branch. 
— The next meeting- will be held at Sefton (6 bells) on 
Saturday, June 8th. T ow er open from 2.30  until 9 p.m. 
Service at 5, followed by the meeting. O wing to local 
difficulties, it has not so far been found possible to ar­
range tea. Please do not let this deter you from coming. 
—  G. R . Newton, Branch Sec.

E A S T  D E R B Y S H I R E  A N D  N O T T S  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
—-The quarterly meeting will be held at Pleaseley on 
Saturday, June 8 th. B ells  available at 3 p.m. Service
4 .3 0 , and tea at 5 o’clock to those who notify me by 
W ednesday, Jun e 5th.—J .  W . England, 49 , The Common, 
South Norm an ton.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Burton 
D istrict.— The postponed meeting will be held at Appleby 
M agna on Saturday, June 8th. Bells (6 ) at 3 p.m. It 
is hoped to provide tea, so will all intending to be pre­
sent notify me by Thursday, June 6th ? V isitors wel­
comed.— J .  W . Cotton, O verseal, Burton-on-Trent.

B A R N S L E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The next 
meeting will be held at South K irkb y  on Saturday, June 
8th. , Bells (6 ) ready 2.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. Those 
requiring tea must notify M r. A . E . H arrison, 154 , Barns­
ley Road, South K irkby, near Pontefract, not later than 
June 5th. A  hearty welcome is extended to all.— D. 
Smith, Hon. Sec'., Rock Cottages, Shafton, near Barns­
ley.

C P IE S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Macclesfield 
Branch.— A ringing meeting will be held on Saturday, 
June 8 th, at Gawsworth. Bells (8 ) from 3 p.m. If tea 
is required, please notify M r. E . Bailey, The W arren, 
Gawsworth, as early as possible.— Ja c k  Tipper, Hon. 
Branch Sec.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern D ivision.—  
A  meeting w ill be held at Moreton on Saturday, June 8th. 
B ells  (6) available from 3 .30  p.m. T ea  and business 
meeting 5 p.m.— W . H . W heeler, Hon. Sec., M ill Street, 
H arlow  Common.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Rochdale Branch. 
— Please support L ad ies ’ Guild meeting at Cross Stone, 
Todmorden, on Saturday, June 8th. F o r tea, notify Miss 
R ose A. Bell, 496, H alifax Road, Springside, Tod­
morden.— I. K a y , Branch Sec.



May 31st, 1940. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . 263

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Eastern Branch.—  
A meeting will be held at Sutterton on Saturday, June 
8th. Bells (8 ) available from 2  p.m . till 8.30 p.m . Ser­
vice 4 .15  p.m. T ea 5 p.m. Business meeting after­
wards. Cups of tea will be provided at Sutterton V icar­
age, but all attending must bring their own food, includ­
ing sugar. W ill all intending to be present please let 
me know by Tuesday, June 4 th ?— W . E . Clarke, Hon. 
Sec., Park  House, 9 9 ,'N orfolk Street, Boston.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Southern District.
 A combined meeting with the Sheffield and District
Society, the Barnsley and D istrict Society and the Don- 
castef and District Society will be held at W ath-on- 
Dearne on Saturday, June 15th . Bells (8 ) available 
from 2.30  p.m. to 9 p.m. Short service at 4.30 p.m. 
Tea will be served at B inn ’s C afe at 5 p.m . C harge, 
Is. 6d. per head. A ll those requiring sam e must notify 
Mr. A. Gill, 84, Doncaster Road, W ath-on-D earne, near 
Rotherham, by W ednesday, Jun e 12th , without fail. 
Business meeting in the Church House immediately after 
tea. All ringers cordially invited.— Sidney F . Palm er, 
Acting Hon. D is. Sec., 4, Q uarry Road, Totley, near 
Sheffield.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Leatherhead 
D istrict.— A meeting will be held at N ew digate on Satur­
day, June 15th . Service at 4.30, tea aftei-wards. W ill 
those requiring tea please notify M r. E . V ine, the V il­
lage Club, Newdigate, D orking, as early as possible.— A. 
H. Smith, Hon. Sec., Recreation Bungalow , D orking 
Road, Great Bookham , Leatherhead.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-Eastern D istrict.—  
The next meeting will be held at Rettendon on Saturday, 
June 15th. Bells available 3 p.m. Service at 4.30, fol­
lowed by tea and business meeting. So that adequate 
arrangements can be made for the catering, will all those 
who require tea please let me know by W ednesday, June 
12th, at the la test?— H. W . Shadrack, Hon. D is. Sec., 
48, Arbour Lane, Chelmsford.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W estern D ivision.—  
The summer meeting will be held at All S a in ts ’ ,, Ilkley-, 
011 S at., June 15th . Bells (8 , tenor 18 |  cw t.) available 
from 1  o ’clock. Addingham bells (6) available all even­
ing. Service at 4.30. Tea at Blue Bird Cafe 5 o ’clock 
(Is. 9d .). Nam es to W . PI. Craw shaw , 20, Leicester 
Crescent, Ilkley, by Thursday, June 13th . Business 
meeting after tea. A ll welcome.—F . Raym ent, D is. Sec., 
Bram ley.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— General 
quarterly meeting, Saturday, Ju n e 29th, will be at Anstey 
(not R atby and G roby). Bells (8) available during after­
noon. Committee meet 4 p.m . Other details later.—  
Ernest Morris, Gen. Hon. Sec.

H E R T S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— M eeting at Rickm answorth 
(10 bells), Saturday, Ju ly  6th. R in g in g  from 3.30  till
5.30 and 7 till 8 . T ea  at 5 .30 .— C. H . Horton, Bushey. 
City 4270.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U I L D . —  Stockport 
B ranch.— Please note that Mr. T . W ilde, 2 3 , York Road, 
Gee Cross, H yde, has taken over the secretarial duties of 
the branch as the secretary has been called up for m ilitary
service. ---------

D E A T H .
C O L E .— On M ay 2 1s t , at 48, Lake Road, Ham worthy, 

Poole, Dorset, C lara, beloved w ife of Frederick G. Cole, 
after 1 1  years of suffering cheerfully borne. Passed 
peacefully over. ‘ Prom oted.’

A P A R T M E N T S .
L L A N D U D N O , N O R T H  W A L E S .— Superior board- 

residence or bed and b reak fast; 2 minutes sea, tennis 
courts, bowling green and park. —  M rs. Brown, Avon- 
holm, 2 4 , Queen’s Road. Telephone 6965 .

THE POSTAL RATES.
W P IA T  Y O U  M A Y  S E N D  F O R  A P E N N Y .

In view of the increase in postal charges, corre­
spondents are reminded that they can send items of news, 
such as reports o f peals, meetings and obituary notices, 
for Id ., provided they are

(1 ) Addressed only to 
The Editor,

‘ The Ringing W orld ,’
Lower Pyrford Road,

W oking, Surrey.
(2 ) Contain nothing in the nature of a letter.
(3) Are enclosed in an unsealed envelope marked 

‘ News only.’
Notices and letters to the Editor are not admissible 

at this postal rate, but the name and address (only) of 
the sender m ay be included.

A ny departure from the strict regulations renders the 
package liable to surcharge.

‘THE COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  History o f  the Society 

by J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE
‘ This is one o f the very few books I have read which seem to 

me might, with advantage, have been considerably longer. ’— The 
Dean o f St. Paul’s.

‘ Mr. Trollope has achieved more than his immediate purpose 
of writing a history o f the Society o f College Youths. So closely 
has the guild been identified with English change ringing that its 
history is to a very large extent an account o f the ancient sport of 
ringing developed into an elaborate art. . . .

‘ Throughout his book Mr. Trollope takes his readers into a 
strange and fascinating world whose traditions so peculiarly 
English deserve far more popular attention than they usually 
receive. ’— The Guardian.

INCLUDING PACKING AND 
I O  POSTAGE

D ir e c t  f r o m  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld  1 
L o w e r  P y r fo rd  R o ad , W o k in g , S u r r e y

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by  E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first handling 
o f a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble B ob,

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P rice :—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for  1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /- ) .
O b tain ab le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V ic a r a g e , n e a r  D aven try .
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.

From the Hon. Librarian.
Mr. W. H. J. HOOTON, Homefield, Bllton Grange, near Rugby.

a. d.
COLLECTION OF P E A L S -S ection  I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dom inated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain B ob  and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..........................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section III . (Double Norwich) ... 9
C O R M G E N D A LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
COLLECTION OF P LA IN  M AJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TR IPL E S METHODS ....................................  1 O
MODEL RU LES FO R  A LOCAL COM PANY ........... (Out o f  Print)
REPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ............................... 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  TH E CARE AN D USE OF

BELLS ..................................................................................................
ON TH E PRESERVATION  OF BELLS ................... (Out o f  Print)
M ETHOD SHEETS.— Stedman and Grandsire Triples  .......... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ................... ... 2

H IN TS TO IN STRUCTORS AN D BEGINNERS ................... 2
V A R IAT IO N  AN D TRAN SPOSITION  ............................................  1 Q
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D  M INOR M ETHODS (New

Edition) ............................................................................................... . 2  O

T h e  J asp er S n o w d o n  S eries
REVISE D  PRICES.

‘  RO PE -SIG H T,’ Is. 10d.; ninth edition ; 150 pages; treats Plain Rob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ G RA N D SIR E ,* 2s. lO d .; second edition ; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, com plete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STAN D ARD  M ETH ODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STED M AN ,’ 2s. lOd.—N OW  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by 

J . Armiger Trollope.
Contains fu ll instructions for  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, w ith touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
‘ TREBLE BO B,' Is. lO d .; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SU RPRISE M ETH ODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  b o o t  by  the late Rev. C. D. P . 

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Gartmel, Lancs
P U B L I C A T I O N S .

‘ G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S  A N D  T R IP L E S ,  Simply 
E xp lained ,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. B y  I. R oe and M . Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

‘ B O B  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R , Sim ply E xp lain ed ,’ 2nd 
thousand. F o r Beginners on 6 bells. Sam e price and 
address as above.

‘ C A M B R ID G E  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R ,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 |d . each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From  M . Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

ALFRED B0WELL,
Church Bell y r\ o  1 1  r y  y y 
Founder -  I P S W I C H

BELL ROPES
M ADE FROM  IT A LIA N  HEM P, O R IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND PLIA B L E  IN  H A N D . ALL ROPES SENT 

C AR RIA G E P A ID  AN D ON APPR O VA L.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID M A XO N . ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM

THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EA SY HANDLING AND NON -STRETCHING

E st. 1 8 2 0   - T el. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R op es n o w , b e fo r e  p ric e s  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and  se n d  u s y o u r  o ld  Bell R op es  

fo r  re p a ir s  w h ilst n o t  in u se .
 . 1

Clock and Chiming Ropes|
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL MUFFLERS
f ,    -------------------  *

S u ita b le  fo r  P r e s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G i f t

C o r r e c t ly  M o d e lle d  B E L L  IN K STAK D  g a g * ,  in  S o lid  S ilv e r

D ia m e te r  2 jin  2 iim  3 im . 3 im . 4in. 4 lin . 5 in . 5 }in .
Price 18/6 22/8 28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  6 7 /6  7 8 /6

T h e  tin . s ize  is  a lso  m a d e  t o  h o ld  50 c ig a r e tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 'V V ’ O I t l l N ’O

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Preee, Ltd., Guild­
ford, and Published by the RoUa House Pabljabrng Oo., Ltd., Bream* 
Buildings, London, 9.0.4.


