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MEETINGS—CANCELLED & OTHERWISE
Despite the sudden official cancellation of B ank Holi­

day, it w as found possible to hold at least two important 
association m eetings on W hit Monday, show ing how 
virile is ringing, even in face of great difficulties. Both 
the E ssex  Association and the Peterborough Diocesan 
Guild went on with their prearranged program me and, 
although the attendance at Chelmsford w as much below 
the usual number, that at Northampton w as most en­
couraging and well up to the average even for peace time. 
It must have been an anxious decision for the officials to 
make— whether to go  on with the arrangem ents or to 
cancel the meeting at such short notice, with little or no 
opportunity to inform the members. W ith a Government 
decision that the holiday w as to be abandoned, with all 
special holiday travelling facilities cut out, it needed 
courage to decide to proceed with the plans for the meet­
ings, but both these associations are to be congratulated 
on the result.

It w as, perhaps, a good thing that the Central Coun­
cil had, some weeks ago, decided not to hold the meeting 
which usually- takes place at W hitsun. This gathering, 
of course, involves much greater preparation than an 
ordinary association meeting, and representatives have to 
travel much longer distances, with many commitments 
on the part of individuals as well as of the Council and 
the affiliated societies. Cancellation at the last moment, 
such as would probably have been necessary, would have 
involved considerable loss, as well as inconvenience to 
many people. The W hitsuntide development in the w ar 
proved once more how unwise it would be to plan any­
thing so considerable as a meeting of the Council in times 
of great uncertainty like these. A  meeting of the Coun­
cil last week at Cardiff would probably have been, under 
the circumstances, a fiasco. It w as not, of course, intel­
ligent anticipation of coming events that prompted the 
cancellation of the meeting, but just common sense, that 
faces facts and realises that where so much preliminary 
organisation and w ork are necessary, a great expenditure 
of time and energy m ay suddenly come to naught. The 
affairs of the Central Council can wait, but that is no 
reason why more localised gatherings, which can easily 
be cancelled at short notice, should not go  on all the 
while it is possible for them to be held with due regard to 
the circumstances of the moment.

One other gathering, that w as intended as an interest­
ing experiment, has been abandoned. It w as hoped by 
members of the Ancient Society of College Youths to hold 
a luncheon and purely social fixture on June 1 st, but 
the lack of support m akes it necessary to g ive up the 
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idea of holding such a meeting this year. Obviously the 
‘ lack of support ’ is due to the prevailing situation, for 
at one time there seemed a promise of the idea being well 
backed and the innovation becoming quite a popular 
event. No one, however, can feel free to indulge in festi­
vities with the menace of evil things overshadowing the 
country. There could be no heart in such a gathering, 
and it is not surprising that there is an enforced abandon­
ment. Under other circumstances the proposal is one 
which would appeal to a wide circle of ringers— members 
and friends of the Ancient Society. Y ears ago, the society 
used to hold their annual dinner in the summer and go out 
into the country to enjoy the day. The inauguration, in 
happier times, of a gathering such as w as proposed for 
next week, but necessarily dropped for the time being, 
would thus be an interesting revival of a form er practice, 
and would, we feel sure, prove a popular departure among 
members of the society which, until w ar conditions en­
forced it, had no 1 day time ’ gathering of any description.

EIGHT BELL PEAL.
SALFORD, LANCS.

THE LA N CA SH IR E ASSOCIATION.
Oh Tuesday, May 14, 1940, in Three Hours and One Minute,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  T r i n i t y ,
A PEAL O F BOB M AJOR, 5040 C H A N G ES!

T en or n f  cw t.
F r a n k  R e y n o l d s   Treble J o h n 'H a s s e l l  ........................  5
C h a r l e s  E d w a r d s  ................  2 W il l ia m  H . S h u k e r   6
G e o r g e  A . B e l l ..........................  3 R e v . R . D . S t . J. S m it h  . . .  7
R e v . F . F . R ig b y  ................  4 D a v id  V in c e n t  ....  Tenor
C om posed  by  E . M . A tk in s . C onducted  by R e v . R . D . S t . J. S m ith

SIX BELL PEALS.
BERG H  APTON, NORFOLK. 

T H E  N O R W IC H  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
On Sunday, May 12, 1940, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,
A PEAL O F  M IN O R , 6040 C H A N G ES;

Being o.ne extent each o f Double Oxford, St. Clement’s and Plain Bob, 
and two extents each o f Oxford and K ent Treble Bob.

Tenor 9 cwt. (approx.).
" A l b e r t  J. W a l p o l e . . .  
" R o b e r t  E . L e s t e r  . . .  

H e r b e r t  C . B o g g is

.Treble G o d f r e y  G . W a l p o l e  . . .  4

. 2 L io n e l  A. L e s t e r  ................. 5
,. 3 R e g in a l d  H . D r a n e ................. Tenot

C onducted by  H e r b e r t  C . B o g g is .
*  First peal. First peal as conductor. Rung as a compliment for 

the first birthday o f R obert E. Lester’s daughter.
DEANE, H AN TS.

TH E W IN C H ESTER  AN D PORTSM OU TH  DIOCESAN GUILD. 
On Wednesday, May 15, 1940, in Two Hours and Fifty-Three Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,
A PEAL O F  M IN O R , 6040 C H A N G E 8;

Being two 720’ s each o f Oxford and K ent Treble B ob and three of
Plain Bob.

R e v . F . S. H . M a r l e  ...Treble
C h a r l e s  W .  M o n d a y  . . .  2
R o n a l d  F . K i n g h a m   3

L e s l ie  A, T r e m e e r .............. 4
• E r n e s t  J .  G o w e r  ................  5
D o n a l d  W . N a s h   Tenor

C onducted b y  D o n a l d  W . N a s h .
*  First peal ill more than one m ethod. R ung as a farewell to the 

ringer o f the 5tli, who joined the Royal Engineers on the following 
day._________________________________________________________________ _______

‘  COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  H istory  o f th e  Society  ^
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LLAN E LLY, CARM ARTH ENSH IRE.
TH E SW ANSEA AN D BRECON DIOCESAN G U ILD .

On Saturday, May 18, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-F ive Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . E l l i ,

A PEAL O F G R A N D S IR E  D O U B LE S , 6040 CHANG ES; 
Forty-two six-scores, ten callings. Tenor 9,'- cwt.
M r s . G. E. P a r m e n t h r  ...Treble
C . H . H a w k in s  ..........................  2
W . J. C o l e ....................................  3

T .  H . R e e s ............
G . E . P a k m e n t e r  
W . R o b b in g s

. . .  4
. . .  5
...Tenor

C onducted  by  W . J. C o l e .
Rung with the bells half-muffled as a token of respect to the late 

Dean o f St. D avid’ s, the V ery Rev. W atcyn Morgan, who was interred 
at Llanelly on May 9th, 1940. ■

HANDBELL PEALS.
M ARPLE, CHESHIRE.

TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.
On Saturday, A pril 20, 1940, in Two Hours and Eight Minutes,

I n the  B elfry  of th e  C hdrch  of A l l  S a in t s ,
A PEAL O F BOB M IN O R , 6040 C H A N G E 8;

Being seven different extents. Tenor size 13 in E.
J o c e ly n  B , G a r d in e r   1 -2  | C . K e n n e th  L e w is  ............. 3-4

Ivan  B. G a r d in e r  . . .  . . .  5-6 
Conducted by  C. K . L ew is ,

Rung in honour o f the wedding o f Mr. S. Graham, a m em ber of
the local band, to Miss J. Fielding, and o f  Mr. J. Ashton to Miss N.
Fielding, which took place a t the church earlier in the afternoon.

AUGHTON, LANCASH IRE.
THE LA N CA SH IR E ASSOCIATION.

On Sunday, May 12, 1940, in Two Hours and Four Minutes,
A t L a n g l e y d a l e , N ew  R oad ,

A PEA L OF BOB M IN O R , 5040 CHANGES;
Three callings. Tenor size 11 in G.
S e lw y n  H . D e a rd e n  .. .  . . .  1 -2  | W il l ia m  H . D e a c o n .............. 3-4

•John B ro w n  ...................... 5-6
C onducted by W . H . D e a c o n .

* First peal in hand. A  birthday compliment to the son o f Norman 
Heaps.

B USHEY, H ERTFO RD SH IRE.
THE M IDDLESEX COU N TY ASSOCIATION AN D LONDON 

DIOCESAN; G U ILD .
On Tuesday. May 14, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty Minutes,

A t t h e  R oyal  M asonic Jdnior  S ch o o l ,
A PEAL OF O X FO R D  T R E B L E  BOB MAJOR, 6088 CHANGES; 

Tenor size 15.
C h r is to p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  1 -2  | IE dw in  A , B a r n e t t  .............  5-6

• W il f r e d  W i l l i a m s .............. 3-4 ] (-E rn est  C. S. T d r n b r  .. .  7-8
C om posed by J. P l a t t . C onducted  by E rnest C , S. T o r n e r .
* First handbell peal of Treble Bob. 1' First handbell peal o f Oxford 

Treble Bob M ajor. The conductor’s 250th peal.
AYLSH AM , NORFOLK.

TH E N O R W IC H  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Wednesday, May 15, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Five Minutes,

A t  4 , F a ir lb ig h  T e r r a c e ,
A PEAL O F BOB M AJOR, 6040 C H A N Q E 8;

•Jack N . A . P dm phrey  . . .  1 -2  I W a l t e r  C . M e d l e r   5-6
A lb e r t  R o d g h t .........  3-4  | * E r ic  D d r r a n t  ......................  7-8

C om posed by H . H d bbard . C onducted by W . C . M e d l e r .
* First handbell peal o f M ajor.

W EST BRID G FO RD , NOTTS.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Thursday, M ay 16, 1940, in Two Hours,
A t  9 , P a t r ic k  R oa d ,

A PEAL OF BOB M IN O R , 6040 C H A N G ES;
Seven 720’s each called differently. -t

W a l t e r  P . W h ite h e a d  . . .  1 -2  | • E rn e s t  M o r r i s ...................... 3-4
R a lp h  N a r b o r o d g h  ............. 5-6

C onducted  by R alph  N a rborodgh .
* First handbell peal o f Bob Minor.

H ATFIELD , HERTS.— On M ay 12th for  evening service, a quarter- 
peal o f Grandsire Caters (1,259 changes) : I. Smith 1, J. Kentish 2, A. 
Lawrence 3, S. Cull 4, D. Ellingham 5, R . Richardson 6 , T . J. Lock 7, 
H . Nobbs 8, A. R . Lawrence 9, G. Smith 10.

LADIES IN THE BELFRY.
T H E  OLD STYLE  AN D T H E  NEW .

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,— I was very interested in the letters in ‘ The Ringing 

W orld ,’ especially that o f Mr. A. H arold W arboys. I, like A. H . W ., 
don’t  think much o f myself as a  ringer, although it seems I  have had 
a few m ore years’ experience than he has, and I  think I know what 
good striking is. I  was taught to handle a rope some 50 years ago 
in a rather 1 hard school ’ as he says, when language was not always 
as polite as it  m ight have been, and handling bells, us some were then 
bung, was a m an’s job . But surely those good old days (or bad) have 
long since passed away. The spirit prevailing in the average belfry 
to-day is, or at least in this part of the country is, m ore as becomes 
officers o f the Church, as ringers are, or should be.

I  have had the privilege o f teaching quite a few o f both sexes iu 
my half a century o f ringing. And, sir, I  must say the average lady 

-is an apt pupil. The one snag with lady ringers is that just as thsr 
get useful they seem to get caught in the snares o f matrimony, aim 
with that their ringing career generally ends.

As to ladies in the belfry. The belfry is surely part o f the church 
and ringing should be taught and carried 011 in the same way as a 
choir; strong language is not necessary or required. W e are born into 
the world to help one another along, and if  a  lady is physically strong 
and has the necessary intelligence, why should there be any obstacle 
put in her way of being a worker in that form  o f church service, 
especially in these days when bands all over the country are depleted 
o f their m en? And don’ t mothers who have been ringers want their 
boys to become the sam e? Has our friend had much experience o f 
Lady ringers? In  m y last peal we had a  lady—her first peal and first 
attem pt—and not one false blow did she strike!

W IL L IA M  W OOD.
Gulval, Penzance.

A  SPIRITE D  DEFENCE OF THE F A IR  SEX.
Dear Sir,—A s an old ringer I  feel it  is time that some o f us stood 

up in defence o f ladies in the -belfry. I , fo r  one, thought this tom ­
foolery was a tiling of the past. I f  I  remember rightly, it  was Mr. 
W arboys who had a dig at them  some years ago.

I  am one o f those who had the privilege o f ringing with one o f the 
first Jadies to take up the art, just over 30 years ago, and a jolly  
fine jo b  she made of it  in a very short time. Since then scores of 
others have come along until their numbers now reach a long way 
into three figures. W e 'm e n  still get all the ringing we want, but 
if it were not for some of the ladies turning up we should come poorly 
off, and among all the ladies I  have been privileged to m eet in various 
towers, not 5 per cent, liave been so called bell bashers. They are tile 
finest type o f ringer in all respects one would wish to meet.

Mr. W arboys tells us he was brought up in a hard ringing school, 
where, i f  one made the least mistake, the bellowing one got was 
enough to frighten you out o f your wits. I  am afraid I  was not lucky 
enough to get such teaching, and perhaps it is just as well I did not, 
or I  might not now be a ringer. Mind you, at the end o f his letter I10 
tells us he is not much o f a ringer, which is not very good  recom ­
mendation for his high school training. Also his saying that if ladies 
had been there lie would not have liked to have to face them again 
sounds as if this bellowing was not proper belfry language. I f  it  was 
I  fa il to see what should stop him from  facing them again.

I-have not yet found one lady ringer who shed a tear when sharply 
spoken to after making a trip, but 1 have heard this phrase used, ‘ I f  
you had shouted a little louder, I  m ight have heard what you said.’

Mr. W arboys tells us that ladies are not taught in the same way 
as men are. I  ask him why not?  W hat does it  m atter who is at 
the end o f the rope, man or wom an? The hell has to be handled in 
the same w ay to be rung properly.

I  have taught ringers o f both sexes in my time and I teaeh them 
all alike. I  did not know that there was one way for  a man and 
another for a wom an; at any rate, I  have only one way o f teaching 
and I  have never been ashamed of any o f my pupils visiting other 
towers when I  have finished with them.

I should like to ask Mr. W arboys why ringing should be le ft alone 
by ladies. I  thought the church was built For both sexes, and as the 
tower is part o f the church I see no reason why they should not, have 
the same right to it, providing they are the right type o f woman. 
Again, if he will take the trouble to inspect the congregations in 
various churches when lio^ attends services, ho will find, as I  always 
find, quite 80 per cent, are women. Here again have they not ffte 
same right to help to ring the bells for the purpose o f  calling the 
people to worship ?

Now, Mr. W arboys, war or no war, if there are any ladies who 
would like to take up the art, now is the time, and when the war is 
over there will still be ample room  for them, and with the addition of 
them may the Exercise flourish more in the future than in the past.
I  have two in my band and the tower is large enough for six—twenty 
if I could get them. H ere’s to all lady ringers. G. RAD LEY .

Broxboum e.

H AYES, KENT. —  For evening service at St. Mary the V irgin ’ s 
Church on Sunday, March 31st, 720 Kent Treble Bob Minor : .T. 
Lyddiard 1, F. Keecli 2, C. Cullen 3, Miss H. Oakshett 4, D. Brown 5, 
M. F. Oakshett (conduotor) 6 .
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
S T . B R I D E ’S , F L E E T  S T R E E T .

B y  J .  A r m i g e r  T r o l l o p e .
As soon as the peal of Grandsire Cinques had been 

accomplished, Benjam in Annable came to the fore and 
took his place as the principal composer and conductor in 
the Society of College Youths. W illiam  Jackson  dropped 
out of the peal band, and M atthew E ast w as content to 
leave the leadership to his younger and more brilliant col­
league.

Less than a month after the Cinques, on February 15th , 
1725 , at St. M agnus-the-M artyr, Annable called his first 
peal, one of Grandsire Caters, and his own composition. 
In the Cinques, the bell allotted to him had been the 
second, but now that he had his choice he rang the ninth, 
and in the rest of his peals he w as not often found far 
from the heavy end.

H aving rung Grandsire Caters and Cinques, Annable 
and the College Youths next turned their attention to 
Plain Bob, of which as yet no peal had been accom­
plished. They did not ring a peal of Grandsire Triples, 
for they had no composition which suited their purpose. 
There w as, indeed, Garthon’s peal, which had been rung 
a few years before, both in Norwich and in London, and 
which Annable knew and understood, but it differed 
widely from the Grandsire Triples they were accustomed 
to practise. Probably they would have accepted a peal 
on the three-lead course plan, with ordinary bobs and 
singles, but in 17 2 5  such a thing had not yet been com­
posed. Another reason w as that the false peal in the 
J . D .  and C .M . “  Cam panalogia ”  had been rung so many 
times that the method had got a bad name am ong the 
College Youths, and the prejudice against it w as so 
strong that, even after H olt’s peals had appeared and 
had been accepted by the society, no peal of it w as rung 
until 17 7 1 ,  when Annable and his contemporaries were 
long since dead or had given up active ringing.

Plain Bob is, of course, alm ost the oldest method in 
change ringing, and on five and six bells it w as, from 
the first, one of the most widely practised. But though 
it had been extended to eight bells as early as Stedm an’s 
time, the M ajor had been little rung before 172 5 , and the 
Royal probably not at all.

The reason w as, if we may believe W illiam  Jones, the 
author of the ‘ C la v is ,’ that until Annable showed it was 
possible to get long touches and peals without parting the 
tenors, the music appeared to ringers to be a mere jumble 
and far inferior to that of odd-bell methods.

The matter w as, however, not quite so clean cut as 
Jones thought. Robert B aldw in ’s peal of Treble Bob 
M ajor with the tenors together had been rung before 
Annable entered a belfry, and it is not at all likely that 
the Exercise had to w ait until 172 5  before both the desir­
ability and the possibility of not parting 7-8 in a peal of 
M ajor were fully realised. But Annable did compose a 
peal of Bob M ajor which set the standard for many years, 
and w as the basis on which all the composition in the 
method w as founded.

There w as nothing startlingly original about the peal. 
It w as a logical development of the plan on which all 
composition had been based, the system o f hunts, which 
in the first place produced the Sixes and made change 
ringing possible. Still, Annable is fully entitled to the 
credit of having composed one of the really essential and 
standard compositions of change ringing.

This peal the College Youths rang on the largest eight 
bells at S t. B ride’s, on M onday, April 26th, 172 5 . They 
followed it up seven months later with 5,040 changes" of 
Plain Bob R oyal, and in the following February with
5,280 changes of Plain Bob M axim us. Thus in thirteen 
months the band had, scored the first peals of Royal, 
Cinques and M axim us ever rung in any method, and the 
second peals of Caters and M ajor. Peal ringing, which 
had hitherto been a remote possibility, w as henceforth an 
ordinary incident in a rin ger’s career.

Annable rang the tenor and called the three peals of 
Plain Bob. The band for the M ajor consisted of John 
W ard , Francis Geary, Edmund Chadwell, W illiam  
Laughton, W illiam  W oodrove, Peter M errygarts and 
W illiam  Thompson. F o r  the R oyal, the band w as the 
same, standing in the sam e order, except that W ard was 
still at the treble, and the second and third were rung by 
Robert Catlin and John Hardham . F o r the M axim us, 
John Dearmore and Sam uel Jeacock  were added to the 
band, and it rather looks as if they were brought into 
the Society specially for the peal.

In after years there grew  up a rather silly legend about 
these men. ‘ It w as very currently reported,’ says Os­
born, ‘ that everyone who rang (in the M axim us) left 
the church in his own carriage— how far the real truth of 
this statement extends, I cannot pretend to determine, 
but I have often heard it remarked that when St. B ride’s 
bells were first put up, and for some years afterwards, 
Fleet Street w as thronged with carriages and gentry who 
came to hear them ring. Report says that St. B ride’s 
bells were formerly considered one of the greatest novel­
ties of the d a y .’

H ow ever this legend may have arisen, there is not the 
slightest truth in it, nor any probability. F o r one thing 
we m ay be quite sure that w hatever their stations in life 
may have been, the company did not disperse at once, 
but, like all ringers then and since, went to  the Barley 
Mow and spent an hour or so am ong their friends, con­
gratulating themselves and being congratulated on what 
they had done.

Also we happen to know something about some of these 
men. and what their social status really w as. Annable 
w as a baker, Laughton w as a watchm aker, Catlin was a 
carpenter, and Hardham at the time w as a lapidary. 
Geary w as a youth seventeen years of age, who, although 
he came of a good fam ily, certainly did not own a car­
riage. W ard and Dearm ore w ere afterw ards among the 
Ram bling R ingers. They were not 1 carriage fo lk .’

These tales of the wealth and importance of previous 
ringers seem to have been common at all times during 
the history of the E xercise. A s early as 17 33 , Laughton 
m akes fun of the sexton at Newington, who told ‘ sutch 
dam n’t unaccountable lyes ’ about the rich ringers when 
he w as a young man, and how they used to pay their less 
fortunate colleagues five shillings each when they made 
up a band for ringing.

But though these men w ere not aristocrats, they in­
cluded more than one person, besides Annable, of striking 
personality. Hardham lived to be the most famous 
tobacconist that London has ever known. In ‘ The R in g­
ing W orld ’ of December 27th, 19 35 , I gave  a full ac­
count of him. Francis Geary entered the navy and rose 
through successive ranks until, in 1780, he w as appointed 
to command the main British fleet in time of w ar, and
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that when England had admirals of the type of H aw ke, 
Rodney and S t. Vincent.

Robert Catlin came of a w orking-class fam ily, who had 
lived for some years at Clerkenwell. Thom as Catlin, the 
carrier, who probably w as his grandfather, or great­
grandfather, is mentioned in State papers of 1663. 
Robert was the fifth son and eighth child of Joseph C at­
lin,' who had thirteen children, most of whom died in in­
fancy. He w as baptised on Novem ber 29th, 1729 , and so 
was only sixteen years old when he took part in the 
Cinques. He w as employed as a carpenter and bell 
hanger by Sam uel K night, the bell founder, and he made 
the fram es still at St. Sepulchre’s, Snow  Hill, and St. 
Savio u r’s, Southwark. The latter, according- to the un­
impeachable testimony of M r. A . A. H ughes, is a most 
excellent piece of w ork. W hen K n igh t died in 17 4 1  he 
left his business to Catlin, who carried on for some years 
as a bell founder. A  large  number of his bells still hang 
in towers in various parts of the country.

W illiam  Laughton w as a  very different and a much 
lesser man than these. W e can best describe him as 
being a very ordinary person, the last sort that one would 
have expected to be written about two centuries after his 
death. But he has earned a place in the history of change 
ringing because he wrote what he supposed w as a poem 
recounting the doings of a number of men, who called 
themselves the Rambling- R in gers, and, through this 
‘ poem ’ we learn something about the ringers of An­
nable’s day. The amount of real knowledge w e get is 
not much, but we do learn a lot incidentally about Lau gh ­
ton’s own character. He quite imagin&cl he w as a very 
fine fellow, far superior to the 1 snarling criticks ’ who 

(Continued in next column.)

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
W AR -TIM E  MEETING AT CAN TERBURY.

In spite o f the present situation, there was an attendance of some 
34 ringers and friends a t a m eeting of the Canterbury District, held 
at St. Stephen’s Canterbury, on Saturday, May 18th.

Ringing began at St. Stephen’s at 3 p.m ., and some good practice 
was put in before the service, which was conducted by the Rector 
(the Rev. A. R . Barnes).

Tea was held in the Parish Room  and was served by ladies o f the 
St. Stephen’s W om en’s Fellowship.

A t the short business meeting afterwards, with the Rector in the 
chair, W ingham  was chosen as the place for the next meeting, and 
the Rector and the Y icar o f St. Dunstan’s (the Rev. E. A. Miller) 
were thanked for the use o f their bells.

Reference was made to the passing o f Mr. Ernest Slingsby, for 
many years a most valuable member o f the Sturry band, and a very 
popular attendant at district meetings. The members stood in silence 
for a  few moments to liis memory.

A return was then m ade to the two towers for further ringing, and 
Grandsire, Stedman, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob, Plain Bob and 
Double Norwich were rung. Handbells were also in evidence during 
the evening, a touch of Grandsire Triples being rung, as well as tunes 
by Messrs. W hitehead and Saunders.

In addition to eleven towers in the district being represented, mem­
bers came from  Tunstall, Bethersden and Headcorn. Mr. P. Hodgkin, 
o f the latter tower, was present 60 years ago at the m eeting in the 
Chapter House of the Cathedral, when the Kent County Association 
was form ed. He is one o f few remaining members who were present 
that day.

CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
(Continued from  previous column.)

disapproved of his goings on, but, as I have said, he was 
just ordinary. He was destitute of any sense of humour, 
vain, and, in his cups, inclined to be quarrelsome. He 
looked on ringing merely as a means of ‘ diverting ’ him­
self, and he had no notion of its higher intellectual appeal.

W e should be thankful for the light thrown on the past 
even by such a thing as Laugh ton ’s poem, but what a pity 
it w as not written by Annable or John Holt or John 
Reeves.
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for 

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E L L S
in sets of any number. 

B E LL  ROPES, MUFFLES &c.

B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
Congratulations to Mr. E. Alexander Young, who reached his 

seventy-fifth birthday last W ednesday.
The handbell peal o f Bob M inor a t Augliton, Lancashire, on May 

12th, was specially arranged for J. Brown, to ‘ christen ’ him in hand­
bell ringing. Owing to the international situation, the fourth mem­
ber of the W alton band was unable to  be present to act as witness. 
The band hope to ring their first of M ajor ‘ in hand ’ before military 
service tem porarily breaks up the company.

The anniversaries o f several famous long peals fall in tins week.
On M ay 19tli, 1777, the College Y ouths rang 11,080 Oxford Treble Bob
Royal at Shoreditch. On M ay 21st, 1888, 13,054 changes o f Stedman 
Caters were rung at Cheltenham, and on the same date in 1923 the 
College Youths rang 12,675 Stedman Cinques at Southwark.

On May 22nd, 1899, James W . W ashbrook rang the 27 cwt. tenor at 
Kidlington and called 17,024 changes o f D ouble Norwich Court Bob 
Major.

Exactly a century earlier, on M ay 22nd, 1799, the Junior Cumber- 
lands had rung ‘ the whole peal of tripples on Steadm an’s principle,’ 
' a perform ance not to be surpassed by any that profess tbe Magnetic 
A rt.’ ‘ This intricate but truly admirable composition was at length 
acquired by the celebrated Mr. John Noonan, who conducted the 
above Unparalleled masterpiece of Campanistanian Fam e.’ Noonan 
sat in the tower and called from  manuscript.

The peal was one o f the steps in the long process by  which a true
peal o f Stedman Triples was evolved, and which was consummated 
on May 18tli, 1846, when H enry Johnson called Thurstans’ Four-Part 
for the first time. 1 D   it, Harry, what peal have you been ring­
in g ? ’ asked the excited John Lates, when the band came out o f the 
tower. ‘ The bells came round with a s in gle !’

As will be seen from  our notice columns, three meetings have been 
cancelled. One is the Chester Diocesan Guild’s meeting at Aldford. 
The others are the Norwich Diocesan Association’s meeting at Diss 
and the Devonshire Guild’s m eeting at W ithyeom be Raleigh.

The death of Mr. George Lucas, o f W althamstow, will recall to the 
ringers who visited Australia in 1934 the kindness o f his son in Sydney. 
He was indefatigable in his efforts to help the toui'ists make the 
most o f their short stay, and placed his car a t their disposal to convey 
them to many places of interest.

•  ----------------
A LEICESTER WEDDING.

INTERESTING RIN G IN G  CONNECTIONS.
The wedding took place -at St. M argaret’ s Church, Leicester, 011 

Saturday, May llth , of Mr. Ronald H . W . Hardy, R .A .F ., Y .R ., and 
Miss M argaret Jean Hatherley, who are both Old W yggestonians. Mr. 
Ronald H enry W illson H ardy is the only son o f the late T. Henry 
Hardy, chorister and ringer of St. M argaret’s, and Mrs. Lilian A. 
Hardy (nee Willson), who is also a ringer and_took part in the first peal 
ever rung by a band of ladies— Grandsire Triples at Cubitt Town on 
July 20th, 1912. The bridegroom ’s grandfather is Mr. W m .-W illson, o f 
Leicester. The bridesmaids were Miss Daphne W hittle, Miss Lily Cray 
(friends of the bride) and Miss Delia Brooks (niece o f the bridegroom).

The service was fully choral, and the bridal party  were escorted 
through the large congregation by the verger, Mr. Ernest Morris, who 
many years ago acted as best man at the w eddin g 'of the bridegroom ’s 
parents. Among the congregation were Mr. A lbert H . W ard, o f Derby, 
Mr. W . H . Clarke, representing St. John’ s, Leicester, where the 
bridegroom  form erly used to ring, and the Misses M argaret L. Morris 
and Grace Dunkley, representing St. M argaret’s ringers.

It  was unfortunate that owing to war conditions the hells could not 
be rung, all arrangements for so doing having to be cancelled at the 
last moment.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
GENERAL MEETING CANCELLED AT ELEVENTH HOUR, 

The general m eeting of the Yorkshire Association, advertised .to be 
held at Huddersfield on Saturday last, was cancelled at the eleventh 
hour, on account o f the Chief Constable refusing to allow the Bells 
to be rung. As the general secretary did not receive .word to this 
effect until May 16th, it  was impossiole to bring it  to  the notice of 
all the members.

Permission had, of course, already been given, and all arrangements 
completed. This veto, therefore, put the local authorities int-o a 
difficult position, -and they decided to cancel all arrangements and to 
send word accordingly to  all who had sent in their names for  tea,

It  can readily be understood that, in the light o f the present crisis, 
ringing at a tower in the centre o f a busy town is hardly desirable, 
but it was a  p ity that the business meeting should not have taken 
place as arranged.

It  has been learnt that several members, unaware that the meeting 
had been cancelled, met a t Huddersfield and were able to ring at 
Lindley, one o f the eight-bell towers advertised, which again supports 
the official view that the action taken to cancel the business meeting, 
whilst well meant, was perhaps unduly drastic.

It  is hoped, circumstances permitting, to try  and arrange the meet­
ing at a later date.
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
R E V I S E D  R U L E S  A D O P T E D .

Annual Meeting on Cancelled Holiday.
Although the Whitsun bank holiday was officially cancelled, the 

annual meeting of the Essex Association arranged for  that day was 
held at Chelmsford on W hit M onday, when, under the circumstances, 
an attendance o f 45, although naturally much smaller than usual, was 
not unsatisfactory. Service, held in the Cathedral at 11.30 a.m., was 
conducted by the Provost, the V ery Rev. W . E. R . Morrow, and the 
lesson was read by the Master, Dr. P . T. Spencer-Phillips. The Rev. 
H. L. Pike, Rector o f W idford, gave the address, his text being ‘ I  
saw a new heaven and a new earth.’ H e said : ‘ W e are living in 
the midst o f chaos and confusion, but it  is with confidence and vision 
that we must look to the future. W e can have confidence. W e must 
have the vision o f what m ight b e ; o f what, indeed, can be. A  new 
earth is dependent upon a new conception o f what Heaven means, 
and for that we must have vision. Now, m ore than ever before, do 
we need men of vision— men whose eyes are on the future, so that we 
may have a world of peace and joy  in the H oly Ghost. To you ringers 
I would say, “  M ay it be your opportunity and privilege very soon to 
ring in a new era o f peace.”  ’

The business m eeting followed in the Chapter House, the Rev.
H . L. Pike taking the chair.

The 61st annual report, presented by the Master, revealed a strong 
financial position. The balance on the general fund amounts to 
£241 Os. 4^d., of which £149 is invested in Conversion Loan and 
£60 19s. l id .  in the Post Office Savings Bank. Actually there was a 
loss on the year of £21 17s. 7d., but £8  13s. 4d. o f this represented 
interest carried to the Bell Restoration Fund, while £22 5s. 4d. o f the 
expenditure was accounted for  by  the cost of lunch a t the last annual 
meeting. The total expenditure was £75 3s. 7d. The receipts included 
£44 2s. 8d. balances on the district accounts. The amounts received 
by the districts in subscriptions w e r e : Northern £12 10s., North- 
Eastern £7 3s. 6d., North-W estern £3 12s. 6d., South-Eastern £11 12s. 
6d., South-Western £17 15s. The Bell Restoration Fund has been 
increased to £79 17s. 9d., by the interest referred to and offertories 
amounting to £4 5s. 5£d.

THE M ASTER’S REPO RT.
In his report, the Master (Dr. P . T . Spencer-Phillips) began by 

saying: ‘ I  very much regret that the work o f the association has 
been curtailed by the fa ct that war has once m ore broken out, but 
hope that every member will do his utm ost to keep the bells ringing 
for divine service in as many towers as possible. The only hope o f a 
real lasting .peace is the wholesale return of all peoples to the Christian 
spirit, and the bells are the best way o f calling them to this.’

The membership o f the association, the Master pointed out, showed 
a decrease o f 24. The towers at Ingatestone, Langdon Hills and 
Stan ford-1 e-Hope had been added to those in union, but Ingrave, 
Leigh-on-Sea and Gestingtliorpe had ceased to be in union, so the 
number remained the same.

The average attendance at district meetings had shown a great 
falling off and was only 29. The peals rung during the year were as 
follows : Cambridge Surprise Maximus 1, Cambridge Royal 1, Oxford 
Treble Bob Royal 1, Plain Bob Royal 1, Spliced Surprise M ajor 4 
methods 2, Bristol Surprise M ajor 2, Cambridge Surprise M ajor 8 , 
Double Norwich M ajor 6, Kent Treble Bob M ajor 8 , Bob M ajor 11, 
Bob Triples 1, Stedman Cinques 1, Erith Little Bob Royal 1, Kent 
Treble Bob Royal 1, Stedman Caters 1, London Surprise M ajor 4, 
Superlative M ajor 6, Yorkshire Surprise M ajor 2, Cam Treble Bob 
M ajor 1, St. Clement’s College Bob 1, Stedman Triples 1, M inor 35. 
On handbells, Bob M ajor 4.

The peals o f Minor consisted o f 1 in 34 methods, 1 in 32 methods, 
7 in 9 methods, 4 in 5 methods, 6 in 4 methods, 3 in 3 methods, 
1  in 2  methods and 10  in 1  method.

Erith Little Bob Royal was rung for the first time by the association 
and also the following Minor methods : Netherseal, York, Annable’ s 
London, and Bourne as one m ethod peals. The peals o f Spliced 
Surprise M ajor were rung b y  an entirely resident band , for the first 
time.

Fifteen members rang their first peal and 153 their first in the 
method. Am ong the conductors were F. B. Lufkin (20), J. H. 
Crampion (15), R . Bird (12), L. W . W iffen (11).

In mentioning the names o f the members lost by  death the Master 
said that the late Mr. A lfred Pye was a ringing member for over 
50 years, and that the late Mr. J. H . Cheesman and Mr. Challis 
W inney were members o f the band who rang Chelmsford Cathedral 
bells at the dedication o f the peal o f twelve on September 27th. 1913. 
The death o f Mr. C. H . Howard was a great loss to the association. 
He was Master for many years and did much for the benefit o f the 
association. The Master concluded by thanking the district masters, 
and secretaries^ for their careful and strenuous work, and the general 
secretary for his conscientious work for the association. He regretted 
he was not able to devote as much tim e as he could wish to the 
association and he was very grateful to all the officers who had done 
the work.

The Master (Dr. P . T . Spencer-Phillips), the general secretary and 
treasurer (Mr. L. J. Clark) and all other officers were re-elected, 
beveral new honorary and ringing members were elected.

(Continued in next column.)

A VILLAGE MEETING.
GUILDFORD GUILD AN D LAD IES’ JOINT A FFA IR .

The beautiful Surrey village of W est Clandon was seen at its best 
on Saturday by the forty  or more ringers who visited it for a joint 
meeting o f the Southern D istrict o f the Ladies’ Guild and the Guild­
ford  District o f the Guildford Diocesan Guild. The winding village 
street, bordered by picturesque cottages standing in well-kept gardens, 
is on the foot o f the N orth Downs, while the church itself has a 
rising background o f trees which were in all their spring glory, and 
presented a scene o f peace and beauty which made it  very difficult to 
think o f the fury let loose by war, in which this country and, indeed, 
some o f the manhood of this village, are fighting.

W est Clandon Church and the bells have a  long history, and many 
of the visitors learned for the first tim e what, perhaps, not all the 
parishioners know, that for more than 350 years every Sunday two 
bells are chimed at 9 a.m ., a  relic of the practice of pre-Rcform ation 
days, when the villagers were called to Mass at that hour.

Originally there were three bells in the steeple and a saunce bell, 
but in 1741 Thomas Lester, o f London, installed a  ring o f six bells, 
three o f which were recast a t W hitechapel in 1875. In 1913 the tower 
and bells were destroyed by fire and were replaced in the following 
year. Since then two trebles have been added, the m oney for which 
was raised by the local ringers. The bells hang in a fram e carried 
on the top o f the tower and are housed in a wooden timbered structure. 
The result is they are very noisy in the surrounding neighbourhood 
and also in the tower. An experiment is now being tried witlv 
‘ silencers.’ _ The sound lias been modulated, but the visitors last- 
Saturday did not care for  the general effect, which makes the bells 
sound rather m ournful.

There was some mixed ringing, typical o f meetings, during the after­
noon and evening; some of it  was excellent, and some wasn’t.

The customary service very nearly wasn’t  held. The Rector (the- 
Rev. M. O. Boyd) is, among other tilings, a m ember o f the London 
A .F .S ., and he had only just returned from  a  three days’ spell o f 
duty, having, as he frankly admitted, forgotten the service. However- 
roused by the Guild secretary from  a much needed rest, he kindly 
hurried to the church, conducted the Guild’ s service, pitched the note 
for the hymns, and gave an impr<?mptu address, which fitted well with 
the occasion.

There jwere more ringers present (as usual) than had notified their 
intention o f attending, and The Bull had a difficulty in seating all 
who presented themselves for  tea. The result was that some of the 
men had theirs in the bar, but they only had tea to drink like the 
rest.

The Guildford Guild side o f the party did not occupy long over their 
business-meeting. The minutes were taken as read, there were no new 
members to elect, discussion on any subject was debarred, and the 
vote o f thanks to the R ector and the locai band was put in brief, but 
none the less sincere, terms. And then the men went out into the 
glorious evening and back to the church.

The ladies spent longer over their affairs; at least, it seemed some 
time before they got back bo the tower. They decided to hold the 
next meeting of the district at Hersham on June 29th, when they will 
join forces with the Chertsey District of the Guildford Guild.

The towers represented at the meeting included Aldershot, Hersham, 
Seale, Epsom (Christ Church), Guildford (Cathedral and S. Nicolas’ ), 
W itley, Haslemere, Godalming, Worplesdon and W est Clandon, with 
welcome visitors from  Ealing (Middlesex) and W est Grinstead (Sussex).
• ■ ■ ■.............—  r i ..............— — ..M1.-" ■ - -n,

ESSEX OFFICERS RE=ELECTED.
(Continued from  previous column.)

The meeting considered a redrafted set o f rules. The Master ex­
plained the effect o f the proposed revision. He said they would cause 
little alteration to the general working of the association, but they 
were more concise and definite than the existing rules.

Messrs J. Chalk, R . C. Heazel and L. J. Clark spoke in support o f 
the revision, and after questions put by  several members had been 
satisfactorily answered, it was proposed by  Mr. R . C. Heazel, seconded 
by Mr. L. J. Clark and resolved unanimously, ‘ That the revised 
rules as circulated to all members be adopted by  the association.*

A vote o f  thanks was passed to Mr. G. L. Joyce for preparing the 
draft o f the new rules and to the committee for their work in con­
sidering and revising them.

The question o f subscriptions payable by members serving in H .M . 
Forces was considered, and it  was decided that no such m em ber’s • 
name should be struck off by  reason o f non-payment, but it  was 
thought that other members at towers to which serving members were • 
attached m ight wish to continue the paym ent of their absent col­
leagues’ subscriptions.

Votes o f thanks were passed to the Provost for allowing the use o f " 
the Cathedral bells and for conducting the service, to the Rev. H. L. 
Pike for  his sermon and for  presiding at the meeting, to Mr. F. R. 
Frye for playing the organ and to the officers of the association for 
the work during the year.

Lunch followed at the Golden Fleece Hotel, a company o f 43 sitting 
down.

The bells at the Cathedral and various churches in the district were ■ 
kept going during the day to a variety o f methods, although most 
members had to leave for  home earlier than usual owing to the • 
difficulty o f travelling at the present time.
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PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  A T  N O R T H A M P T O N .  

Successful Gathering Under Difficulties.
The cancelling o f the W hit M onday Bank Holiday caused some 

anxiety to the officials responsible for the arrangements for this meet­
ing. I t  was decided on Saturday afternoon, when the general secre­
tary was able to get into touch with other officers (by telephone in 
some cases), that if the m eeting was abandoned there would be some 
confusion, as there was no apparent way in which the members could 
be notified. Therefore, it  was decided, with the catering already 
ordered and the food probably delivered, that arrangements already 
made be carried out.

A  good meeting was the result. Service was held in St. Peter’ s 
Church and the address was given by the Rev. E. V . Fenn, hon. 
secretary of the Towcester Branch. Tea was served at the Angel 
Hotel, 126 sitting down, the Master (the Rev. E. S. Powell) presiding.

The whole o f the officers were re-elected with thanks for  past services.
The balance sheet and report were adopted. The report was, under 

the shadow o f war, a very satisfactory one. There are now 70 hon. 
members, 735 ringing members and 246 non-resident life members, a 
total o f 1,051— an increase o f 15 from  the previous year. Twenty-five 
peals only were rung and 20 members rang their first peal. The 
finances also were sound, with a* balance on the year o f over £ 1 1 .

Grants from  Belfry Repairs Fund o f £7 10s. each to Duston and 
Newilham were made.

A  resolution was passed ‘ That members serving in His M ajesty’s 
Forces be excused paym ent of subscriptions during the period o f their 
service.’

The five lads from  Brafield, who recently rang their first peal, at 
the first attem pt and at the average age o f less than 14£ years, were 
presented with certificates and congratulated by the Master, who also 
included appreciation of the work put in by Mr. P . Jones, their 
instructor, who conducted the peal. These boys began ringing a year 
ago.

A vote o f thanks was moved by the Master to the Rev. Chaplin for 
the service at St. P eter’ s Church, to the Rev. E. Y . Fenn for  his 
address, to the organist and the incumbents o f the various churches 
for the use o f their bells, also to the caterer who had made the very 
best he could out o f a difficult situation.

During the day ringing took place on all the rings o f bells in 
Northam pton, while Kingsthorpe bells were also available.

G U I L D F O R D  D I O C E S A N  G U IL D .
RIN G IN G  IN  THE GHERTSEY D ISTRIC T.

To the Editor.
Sir,—The sorry plight o f the above district does not tend to en­

courage the district officers in their work, and the root of the trouble 
seems to be the rank and file of the members, who show nothing but 
apathy.

W hen I  commenced work for  the W inchester Guild in 1902 this 
district was then part o f the Yorktown Branch, which was largep. and 
more scattered. It  ran from  Thames D itton to Yateley and travel 
was not at all easy. There was much to be done if  change ringing 
was to progress, but we set to work in many ways so that difficulties 
could be overcome. W e formed a handbell party and soon rang the 
first handbell peal in Surrey, then we form ed a cycle section and 
took the handbells with us wherever w e went. This enabled us to 
score the first quarter-peal on the River Thames, to ring touches at 
local functions, concerts, etc.

B y degrees we cultivated- interchange of local visits, which led to com ­
bined practices, augmented practices and the adoption o f the spare 
unit rota which assisted the bands not so well off, not only in their 
practices, but also on Sundays. Special quarter-peals were m ade up 
for outstanding events with the help o f the members, whose turn it  
was to be spare in their own tower, and this feature becam e very 
popular.

Our program m e was mapped out every three months and covered 
all sorts o f events, both in and out of the district, and as Ringing 
Master I  was kept very busy, but as the members were keen, it  was 
a pleasure to work hard for my district and so further the work of 
the Guild.

Congratulations to those who rang a handbell peal o f Grandsire 
Doubles recently a t Addlestone, and this takes my mind back 31 years 
when I  called a handbell peal o f Grandsire Triples at Chertsey, this 
being Mr Hessey’s first ‘ in hand.’

W hen I  le ft  the Hersham and Oatlands district in 1926 both bands 
were doing well, but shortly after coming to reside in Addlestone I 
met with an accident which compelled me to cease ringing tower 
bells, and I  deeply deplore the fa ct that change ringing has slowly 
but surely declined in this district. Nothing can be done to start a 
revival at present owing to  the war, but it  will be a great p ity  if 
this general apathy is allowed always to remain in a district where, 
in the past, some of the finest Sunday service ringing was always 
maintained.

There is a sad dearth of those prepared to give o f service to the 
Church, and this is no doubt caused by  the desire to be up and doing 
for the m any counter-attractions which now exist, but three hours 
per week is surely not much to ask, seeing the m ajority now  enjoy 
more leisure hours. W . SHEPHERD.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
TR IBU T E  TO TH E LATE M R. G. B . LUCAS.

On Saturday last- a m eeting o f the N orth and East District o f the 
Middlesex County Association was held at St. George-in-the-East, and 
about 40 members and friends attended, showing the interest and 
enthusiasm which justify  the continuance o f such gatherings in spite 
o f the trying conditions o f the present day.

The heavy peal o f eight was rung to various methods and the bells 
were kept going as long as available. One lady rang the tenor to a 
touch, which shows the excellent condition of the bells.

In a short address at the service the Rector (the Rev. R . Bruce 
Eadie) welcomed the association, and said he was very pleased to see 
the general secretary o f the association present, for  it was at St. 
George’ s Mr. C. T. Coles learnt to ring.

W hen the bells were ringing, lie said, it satisfied him to know that 
the sound was bound to be doing some people good, inasmuch as their

minds would be taken 
away from  the unsettling 
events o f the present time, 
apart from  the message 
sent out, which draws at­
tention to the higher 
tilings in life. H e wished 
ringers and ringing con­
tinued success and stressed 
the im portance that 
ringers, after calling people 
to the House o f God, 
should complete their duty 
and take part in the 
service.

An enjoyable tea fol­
lowed. Those present were 
reminded that the difficul­
ties o f catering were made 
acute by the fact that less 
than one half o f the com­
pany had sent in then* 
names as requested, there­
by putting unnecessary 
additional burden on the 
people who gave voluntary 
service to help others.

A t the business meeting 
the death of Mr. G. B. 
Lucas was regretfully re­
ferred to. Mr. Coles said 
that the deceased had been 
an example o f what a 
ringer should be— always 
ready to help others. The 

speaker owed a great deal to Mr. Lucas, who, when he was acting 
as instructor at St. George’ s in the years 1902-05, laid the foundation 
o f his career. The association had suffered a great loss by the passing 
o f one o f its earliest members. Details o f Mr. Lucas’ lifetime work 
for ringing had appeared in the. previous issue o f ‘ The R inging W orld .’

The Rector of St. George-in-the-East was unanimously elected an 
honorary member o f the association, and M r. S. A. Prior, o f the local 
band, was elected a ringing member.

Mr. G. W . Fletcher gave a  reminder regarding ringing in war time, 
stressing the im portance o f keeping -within the law and working in 
the interests o f public safety.

Mr. J. A. Trollope suggested that a letter o f congratulation should 
be sent to a vice-president o f the association, the former Bishop of 
Willesden, upon his appointment as Bishop o f Leicester.

The business m eeting closed with due thanks being extended to the
Rev. R. Bruce Eadie for  conducting the service and the use o f the
bells and the other helpers who combined, their energies to ensure a 
successful meeting. Handbell's were m ade good use o f and the Belfry 
was revisited for m ore tower bell ringing.

St. George’s was one o f the churches erected by funds voted by 
Parliament in the ninth year o f Queen Anne. I t  was designed by 
Hawkesmoor and Gibbs and consecrated on June 29tli, 1729. The bells 
were cast by Thomas Lester in 1751, partly recast by  Thomas Mears 
in 1820 and thoroughly restored two years ago by Mears & Stainbank.

The first peal in the steeple was one of B ob M ajor on August 4th, 
1752, by  the Eastern Scholars, conducted by George Meakins. George 
Partrick called 5,152 changes o f the same method fo r  the Cumberlands 
in the follow ing October, and in December the Eastern Scholars rang 
5,040 Double Bob. In  1753 the London Y ouths tang peals o f Bob 
M ajor and Bob Triples, the Cumberlands rang 5,152 Oxford Treble 
Bob M ajor and the College Youths 6,080 o f the same method. The 
latter was the last peal that Benjam in Annable conducted and the 
last he rang with- the society. I t  was the longest length on the bells.

On June 9th, 1752, W illiam  Underwood called a peal o f Grandsire 
Triples for the Eastern Scholars, which probably was the first time 
that H olt ’s Ten-Part was rung, although George Partrick is usually 
given the credit o f being the first man to conduct that composition 
and although a board still in the belfry  claims that the younger 
George Gross called the first peal of Grandsire Triples on the bells 
with a band of Cumberlands consisting o f  four fathers and four sons.
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LADIES MEET AT ST. GEORGE’S, SOUTHWARK.
W AR-TIM E CONDITIONS DISCUSSED.

A successful reunion o f the London District o f  the Ladies’ Guild took 
place on Saturday, M ay 4th, when the first meeting since war broke 
out was held at St. George-the-M artyr, Southwark. Members and 
friends attended in very good numbers.

A t the business m eeting in the church vestry, at which 17 members 
were present, Mrs. Fletcher proposed three new members : Mrs. 
Fergusson, Miss Dellar and Miss W est, all o f St. Albans. Mrs. T. 
Lock, who made a welcome reappearance after her long absence from 
the Guild, seconded.

It was considered advisable to have a London tower for the next 
meeting, which will be the annual m eeting o f the district, and St. 
Giles’ -in-the-Fields was decided upon. In  the event o f St. Giles’ not 
being available, Mrs. Fletcher offered the use of Fdm onton tower, 
while Mrs. Davis thought that St. John’s, W aterloo Road, m ight be 
obtained. Mr. W . H ewitt has very kindly invited the ladies to visit 
St. M argaret’s, Westminster, in the evening a fter this meeting, and 
as the date will have to be one convenient to him, it  has been left 
open for the time being. Ample notification will be given in ‘ The 
Ringing W orld .’

Under the heading o f ‘ Any other business,’ some points o f view 
were put forward concerning the future activities of the district. It 
was finally agreed that the monthly practices at the Borough should 
be resumed, but the day changed to Thursday instead o f W ednesday. 
The next practice meeting, therefore, will be on Thursday, June 6th, 
at 7.30 p.m ., when members and friends will be very welcome.

In view of this, Mrs. Fletcher was anxious that Sunday service 
ringing should also be carried on at this tower, and members are 
invited to volunteer for the duty.

Mrs. Fletcher announced that the annual general meeting o f the 
Guild, which should have been held at W inchester this year, would 
not take place. N o new reports were being drawn up Owing to the 
shortage and expense o f paper.

As to the number of Saturday meetings to be held during the war, 
it is hoped that members will think over this question in order to 
express their views at the forthcom ing annual district m eeting. W ed­
nesday afternoon meetings have been tem porarily abandoned.

Votes o f thanks to the Vicar and Mr. Bagworth concluded the 
business meeting.

Ringing was varied to suit all comers, and included courses of 
Superlative and Cambridge rung entirely by the ladies.

ST. MARTIN S GUILD.
M EETING AT ST. CH AD ’S, BIRM IN GH AM .

St. M artin’s Guild held a very successful meeting at St. Chad’s 
(R.C.) Cathedral, Birmingham, on Saturday last, M ay 18th.

Through the kindness o f the Father Administrator (Very Rev. 
Canon J. Roskell), the bells, recently recast by Messrs. Taylor, were 
available during the afternoon and evening, their beautiful tones 
being heard in a variety o f methods ranging from  Reverse Canterbury 
Pleasure Doubles to Cambridge Surprise and Double Norwich Court 
Bob Major. The towers represented were St. M artin’ s, Aston, Hands- 
worth, Smethwick, St. Philip ’s Anglican Cathedral, Sutton Coldfield, 
Shirley and Erdington Parish Church, as well as St. Chad’s local band.

A fter the m eeting the ringers adjourned to * another place,’ where 
a convivial gathering concluded the proceedings.

Mr. F. E. Haynes, Ringing Master o f the Guild, supervised the 
day’s ringing.

The Cathedral bells are rung each Sunday at 10.30 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
and all ringers visiting Birmingham are welcomed.

BURTON RINGER S GOLDEN WEDDING,
A short time ago Mr. and Mrs. R . W . Logie, o f Burton-on-Trent, 

celebrated their golden wedding and wei'e the recipients of many 
congratulations. Mr. and Mrs. Logie were married at H oly Trinity 
Church on April 28th, 1890. On that day the bells a t the Old Church 
and at Winshill rang in honour o f the event. A peal o f Grandsire 
Triples was rung, which was conducted by W . Orme, and he and 
Mr. Jaggar, now o f  Birmingham, are the only survivors o f the band. 
Mr. Jaggar and Mr. John Austin, also form erly o f Burton, were among 
the guests at the. golden wedding celebration.

Mr. Logie was form erly a ringer a t  the Parish Church and con­
tinued there for  nearly 30 years. H e was during that time a constant 
ringer at W inshill and took part in m any peals in the Midlands, being 
a member o f the M idland Counties Association and the Society fo r  the 
Archdeaconry of Stafford Association.

NEW VICAR WELCOMED.
A quarter-peal o f Bob M ajor (1,280 changes) was rung at St. Peter’ s 

Church, Henfield, Sussex, for  the evening service on M ay 5th by the 
local band as a welcome to the new Vicar, the Rev. Henry De Candole. 
The ringers were P. S. Bedford (first quarter-peal) 1, E. Rapley (first 
quarter-peal as conductor) 2, V . Freeman 3, E. Lish (longest length 
o f Bob M ajor) 4, F. Cruttenden 5, A. E. Baker 6, C. Longliurst 7, G. 
Payne 8. A touch o f 504 Stedman Triples was rung for the induction 
service on May 1st.

NOTICES.
TH E CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 /6 .

N O T IC E S  must be received N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  
M O N D A Y .

‘ The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

C H E S T E R  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Chester Branch.—  
The meeting arranged to take place at Aldford on Satur­
day, M ay 25th, is cancelled.— J. W . Clarke, Hon. Sec.

N O R W IC H  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Owing to 
the international situation the meeting arranged for to­
morrow at D iss has been cancelled.— Albert G. Harrison, 
Hon. Sec.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .—  
O wing to lack of support, the suggested luncheon on June 
1s t  will not take place. R in g in g  at St. Lawrence Jew ry  
on Saturday, M ay 25th, 3 .30 . Business meeting, head­
quarters, June 4th, at 8 p.m .— A. B . Peck, Hon. Sec.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern D istrict. 
— The next meeting will be held at Banstead on Satur­
day, M ay 25th. Bells (8 ) available from 3 p.m ., and 
again in the evening until 8.30. Service 5 p.m. Tea, 
with business meeting following, at the Memorial Cafe 
at 5.30. All ringers welcome.— G. W . M assey, Hon. 
D is. Sec., 17 3 , Coverts Road, C laygate, Surrey.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  Burton 
D istrict.— The next meeting will be held at Appleby 
M agna on Saturday, M ay 25th. Bells (6 ) ready at 3 
p.m. Everybody welcome. Look up your Minor 
methods.— J .  W . Cotton, O verseal, Burton-on-Trent.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Fylde Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at Kirkham  Parish Church on Satur­
day, M ay 25th. Bells ready 3 p.m. M eeting at 5 .30 .—
C. Sharpies, Branch Secretary.

E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  blunts Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at S t. Ives on Saturday, M ay 
2 5th. Bells (8) available 3 p.m . U sual arrangem ents. 
P lease note, no cards will be sent out, ow ing to increased 
postal changes. —  H . J .  P arker, D is. Sec., Great 
Staughton.

H A W K H U R S T  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D .— A meet­
ing will be held at W adhurst on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. 
P lease m ake an effort to attend and help to encourage 
the local band, who have just started change ringing. 
— J .  G. Powell, Hon. Sec., Hawkhurst.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Blackburn Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Oswaldtwistle on S at­
urday, M ay 2 5 th. Bells available 3 p.m ., meeting 6.30 
p.m. Everybody welcome. Reports to hand. Subscrip­
tions' due.— F . Hindle, Branch Sec.

N O R T H  N O T T S . A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual 
meeting arranged to be held at Retford on Saturday, M ay 
25 th, has been cancelled owing to the w ar situation.—  
R . Tow ler, 69 , Ordsall Road, Retford.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Maidstone D is­
trict.— A  by-meeting will be held at Charing on Satur­
day, M ay -2 5 th. Tow er open 3 o ’clock. Service 4 .3 0 . 
Tea at 5 at the Chestnut T ea Room s, at is . 2d. per head. 
— C. H . Sone, Hon. D is. Sec.
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H E R T S  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Eastern  D is­
trict.— A  meeting will be held at Bennington on Satur­
day, M ay 25 th. Bells ready at 2 .3 0  p.m .— A . Lawrence, 
D is. Sec., 6 , W est Goldings, Hatfield.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Northern
D istrict. —  A  meeting will be held on Saturday, M ay 
2 5 th, at S t. M ary ’s Parish  Church, Leyton. Bells from 
3  p.m. Tea can be obtained nearby. Handbells avail­
able. —  C. A. H ughes, 9 2 , Stanley Road, W oodford, 
E . 1 8 .

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Joint 
meeting, both districts. Ruislip, M ay 25 th. Bells 3 to 
5 p.m . Service 5 p.m. T ea, Church Room , 5 .30  p.m. 
Pinner bells 7  to 9  p .m .— J .  E . Lew is Cockey and T . J .  
Lock, Secs.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A SS O C IA T IO N . —  Luton D is­
trict.^— A special meeting will be held at Toddington on 
Saturday, M ay 2 3 th. Bells (8) available from 3 p.m. 
I.earners specially invited.— E . A. Belson, D is. Sec., 7, 
Queen Street, Leighton Buzzard.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— Chertsey D is­
trict.— The next meeting will be held at Ottershaw, near 
Chertsey, on Saturday, M ay 2 5th. Bells (6) available 3 
p.m . Service 4 .15  p.m . A ll ringers welcome. It is hoped 
that all who- can will turn up.— F . E . Hawthorne, 39, 
Queen’s Road, Tham es Ditton.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . 
— Ilchester Deanery Branch.— A meeting w ill be held at 
W est Coker on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. Service at 4 .3 0 . 
T ea  and meeting to follow .— F . Farran t, M artock.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— V .W .H . Branch.—  
The annual meeting will be held at Faringdon on Satur­
day, M ay 25 th. Bells (8) available at 2 .3 0 . Service
4.30.— R . Gilling, Hon. Sec ., Fernham , Faringdon, 
Berks.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O ­
C IA T IO N .— A  combined meeting of the W otton-under- 
E dge, B risto l R ural and B risto l C ity branches, will be 
held at D ursley on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. B ells  (8) avail­
able from 3 p.m. T ea  and meeting 4 .30 . Service 6 p.m. 
A  coach will leave S t. Stephen’ s, Bristol, at 2 p.m. (4/3 per 
head) provided numbers are sufficient, otherwise buses from 
Centre at 1 and 3 p.m : It is essential to give notice for
coach.— A . T aylor, 5 , Addison Road, Bristol 3 .

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch. 
-—The annual meeting will be held at Lincoln on Satur­
day, M ay 2 5th. Service at S t. G iles’ at 4 . 1 5  p.m . T ea 
and meeting in Church Room  5 p.m . A  moderate charge 
will be made for tea to non-members. Please bring 
your own sugar. St. G iles’ bells (8 ) will be available from 
2 p.m. and Cathedral (12) after the m eeting.—-J. B ray, 
Hon. Sec.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  St. 
Albans D istrict. —  N ext meeting will be held at St. 
M ary ’s Church in North Mimms P ark  on Saturday, M ay 
25 th. Bells (8) from 3 p.m. Service at 5 . T ea  at

Churchyard Cottage. The 2.38  p.m. bus from St. Albans 
stops at park gates. Learners, turn up, you will be en­
couraged. All tastes catered for from Rounds to Surprise. 
— H. J .  Hazell, Dis. Sec ., 15 , K in g ’s Hill Avenue, St. 
Albans.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Lough­
borough D istrict. —  The next meeting will be held .at 
Shepshed on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. Bells available from 
3 p.m. Service at 4 .4 5 . Tea, is . each, at Charnwood 
Cafd, at 5 p.m ., followed by m eeting.— A . E . Rowley, 
Hon. Sec., Hyom , Penistone Street, Ibstock.

E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N . —  W isbech 
Branch.— The annual meeting w ill be held at. Wisbech 
on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. Bells (10 ) available at 3 p.m. 
Service at 4 .3 0 . No arrangem ents made for tea, but 
ample facilities available. A  good attendance is re­
quested for this, our first war-tim e m eeting.— W . W . 
Cousins, D is. Sec., Terrington St. John, W isbech.

D O N C A S T E R  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The 
next meeting will be held at Cam psall on Saturday, May 
25th. Bells (8 ) ready at 3 p.m . W ill all those who re­
quire tea please send cards to H . Bradley, Station Gate­
house, Norton, Doncaster. — E .  Cooper, 6 , Grosvenor 
Crescent, A rksey, Doncaster.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Rochdale Branch. 
— N ext meeting will be held at Balderstone on Saturday, 
M ay 2 5 th. A  good attendance requested. Everyone 
welcome. Please note, subscriptions due. Reports to 
hand.-— Ivan K a y , Branch Sec.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Ashford District. 
— A meeting- will be held at New Rom ney on Saturday, 
June 1 st. Bells from 2 .3 0 . Service 4 .3 0 , followed by 
tea and business m eeting.— P . P age, 1 10 , Canterbury 
Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N orth-Eastern Division.— 
A meeting w ill be held at K irby-le-Soken on Saturday, 
June 1 st. Bells (8) available from 2 p.m. till 9 p.m. 
Service at 4 .30  p .m ., followed by tea at the Church Hall. 
T e a  can only be provided for those who send in their 
names to the district secretary by Tuesday morning, May 
28th.— L. W right, Plon. D is. Sec.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-W estern Division.—  
The next meeting w ill be held at Stanford-le-Hope on 
Saturday, June 1 st. B e lls  (8) available from 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .3 0 . T ea  to follow. It is essential that I shall 
have numbers for tea by first post W ednesday, M ay 29th. 
■—J .  H . Crampion, Hon. D is. Sec ., 7 , Cedar Avenue, 
Chadweli Heath.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Rutland 
B ranch.— The next meeting w ill be held at Cottesmore on 
Saturday, June 1 st. B ells  (6) available 3 p.m. Please 
notify for tea to S . H . Tow ell, 2 7 , W est Road, Oakham.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch.— Practice at W altham  St. Lawrence (6 b ells), 
Saturday, Jun e 1s t , 3 p.m . All welcome.— W . J .  Paice, 
Plon. Sec., M errel, California, W okingham .

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

ESTIM ATES SUBM ITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS, 
OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.

REPAIRS
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O X F O R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North Bucks
Branch.— The annual festival-w ili be held at Bletchley on 
Saturday, June 1st. Bells (8) available from 2.30  p.m. 
Service 3 .30  p.m. Tea and business meeting to follow. 
Please notify me for tea by M ay 29th. V isitors will be 
welcomed.— W alter Sear, 19 , Albert Street, Bletchley.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch, 
Lincoln D istrict.— The next meeting of the above will be 
at Caythorpe on Saturday, June 1s t . Bells (8 , tenor 
14  cwt.) available from 2  p.m. to 9 p.m . Short service
4 .15  p.m. B ring your own tea and picnic in the fields.—  
Kenneth W . M ayer, Hon. D is. Sec.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Kettering 
Branch.— A special meeting will be held at Pytchley (5 
bells) on Saturday, June 1s t . U sual arrangem ents. 
Please notify me if you require tea.— H . B axter, 2 1  
Charles Street, Rothwell, near Kettering.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W ig an  Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at H alsall on Saturday, June 1s t . 
Bells available fi'om 2.30. T ea will be free and, ow ing to 
catering difficulties, I ask  all intending to be present to 
notify Mr. A. M audsley, Post Office, H alsall, near Orms- 
kirk .— S . Forshaw , Branch Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Practice at 
St. Clement Danes, Strand, W .C ., on Saturday, June 1st, 
at 3 .15  p.m ., and at St. M agn u s’ , London Bridge, at 6 .15  
p.m. Service ringing at St. Clem ent’s on Sunday, June 
2nd at 10  a .m .— O. L . Ashbrook, A cting Gen. Sec ., 17 , 
Harvard Road, Isleworth.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Hinckley 
D istrict.— N ext meeting at Higham -on-the-Hill. Usual 
times on Saturday, June 1s t . The R ev . P . H . Unwin, 
Higham Rectory, near Nuneaton, will arrange tea on re­
ceipt of your postcard, but please note, no sugar can be 
provided. All welcome.— W . A. W ood, D is. Sec.

N O R T H  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T  A S ­
S O C IA T IO N .— A meeting will be held at Cheddleton on 
Saturday, June 1 st. Bells (6 ) available from 3 p.m . W ill 
those requiring tea kindly notify M rs. Law ton, The 
Runde, Ostlers Lane, Cheddleton, Leek, Staffs, not later 
than W ednesday. T ea Is . 3d. each. Stoke meeting June 
22nd.— Andrew Thompson, Hon. Sec.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— A  meet­
ing will be held at A shw ell on Saturday, June is t . B ells  
(6) available at 3 p.m. Service 4 .3 0 , followed by tea at 5 
at Bushel and Strike, only for those who notify Miss 
Brow n, Bushel and Strike, A shwell, by W ednesday, M ay 
29th. Remember we are on rations, so don’t forget the 
postcard.— R . T h os. Newm an, D is. Sec., 36 , Salisbury 
Road, B aldock, H erts.

B E D F O R D S H I R E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Bigglesw ade 
D istrict.— A  meeting w ill be held at E aton  Socon on 
Saturday, June ist . B ells  (8) available at 3 p.m . Service 
at 4 .3 0 , tea at 5 . A ll ringers welcome. I shall be obliged 
if all who want tea will let me know by W ednesday, M ay 
29th.— C. J .  B all, 2 5 , Tem psford Road, Sandy.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N  (Derby 
District) A N D  T H E  P E A K  S O C IE T Y .— A combined 
meeting will be held at Darley D ale, near M atlock, on 
Saturday, June 1st. Bells (8 ) available from 2 .30  p.m. 
Tea will be provided at a  nominal cost, but to ensure 
adequate arrangem ents, names should be sent to Mr. H. 
E . Taylor, The Hillside, D arley Dale, not later than 
Tuesday, M ay 28th.— H . L . W arburton, Hon. Sec., Peak 
District.

D E V O N S H IR E  G U I L D .— The meeting arranged 
for June ist at W ithycom be Raleigh  is cancelled.— R . 
Brook, H on. D is. Sec.

S H E F F I E L D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y — The next 
meeting will be held at Handsworth on Saturday, June 
ist . F o r tea, please notify M r. F . Cardwell, 19 , Finch- 
w ell Road, Sheffield 9. A ll welcome.— G. G. Graham, 
Hon. Sec., 5, Pipworth Lane, Eckington, near Sheffield.

L A D I E S ’ G U IL D .— London District.-^-Practice at the 
Borough on Thursday, June 6th, at 7.30, and in future at 
the sam e time on the first Thursday in every month until 
further notice.— I. R . Flousden.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— E astern  D iv i­
sion.— A meeting will be held at Rotherfield on Saturday, 
June 8 th, in conjunction with the E a st  Grinstead and 
D istrict Guild. T h e eight bells will be available from 3 
o’clock. A  service will be held, and tea for those who 
notify M r. C . B rasier, 3 , M onastery V illas, Rotherfield, by 
W ednesday previous.— C. A . L e vett, Hon. D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N — Preston Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held at Eccleston Church on 
Saturday, Jun e 8 th. B e lls  available from 3 p.m .— F . 
R igb y, H on. Branch Sec.

C H A N G E  O F A D D R E S S — The address of M r. and 
M rs. F . W . Housden is now 25, Cranbourne Avenue, 
W anstead, E . l l .  Telephone, W an. 5580.

S I T U A T I O N S  V A C A N T .
G A R D E N E R  A N D  P A R IS H  C L E R K  W A N T E D —  

G la ss ; eight b ells; all methods. —  D rake, Ufford R ec­
tory, W oodbridge. -------------

A P A R T M E N T S .
L L A N D U D N O , N O R T H  W A L E S — Superior board- 

residence or bed and b reak fast; 2 minutes sea, tennis 
courts, bowling green and park. —  M rs. Brown, Avon- 
holm, 2 4 , Queen’s R oad. Telephone 6 965 .

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
B I-Q U AR TERLY  M EETING AT HALESOW EN.

Glorious weather favoured the bi-quarterly m eeting o f the Northern 
Branch o f the W orcestershire Association, the first o f its kind, which 
was held at Halesowen on Saturday, M ay 4th.

_By kind permission o f the Rector, the Rev. W . H . Davies, the grand 
ring o f bells was available from  3 p.m . to dusk, and a hearty welcome 
was extended to the members by the local Ringing Master (Mr. W . H. 
W ebb) and the secretary (Mr. J. H . Cox) on behalf o f the Halesowen 
band.

The methods rung included Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Plain 
Bob, Oxford and Kent, separately and spliced, and Cambridge, Lon­
don, Superlative and Bristol Surprise M ajor, which, together with 
rounds, etc., provided good practice for all, and kept the popular 
Branch Ringing Master, Mr. John Lloyd, busy the whole time peeing 
that all tastes were gratified.

A bout 65 members put in an appearance during the afternoon and 
evening, nearly 40 o f whom were able to avail themselves o f an excel­
lent tea a t  the Central Cafe nearby.

The towers represented were Belibf ought on, Birmingham (St. M artin’ s, 
St. Philip ’s and St. Chad’s), Harborne, K ing’ s N orton and Selly Oak, 
Brierley Hill, Bromsgrove, Clent, Cradley, Hagley, Hartlebury, K idder­
minster, Netherton, Stourbridge and W ollaston.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and com plete instruction from  the first handling 
o f a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f  Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P rice :—  Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6  / -).
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. S . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V io a ra g e , n e a r  D a ven try .
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.

From the Han. Librarian.
Ur. W. H. J. HOOTON, Homafiald, Biltan Grange, near Rugby.

a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dom inated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section II. (Plain B ob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ............................................................ 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section H I. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
OOLLECTION OF P L A IN  M AJOR AND CATER M ETHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TR IPL E S METHODS   1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY   (Out o f Print)
REPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ................  6
CARD OF IN STRUCTIONS IN  THE CARE AN D  USE OF

BELLS .................................................................................................. 1£
ON TH E PRESERVATION  OF BELLS  (Out o f  Print)
M ETHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ......  3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
D ouble Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ................... ... 2

H IN TS TO IN STRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................... 2
V A R IAT IO N  AND TRAN SPO SITIO N  ..........................................  1 O
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D M IN OR METHODS (New

Edition) ................................................................................... 1. 2  O

T h e  J a s p e r S n o w d o n  S eries
REVISE D  PRICES.

‘ RO PE -SIG H T,’ Is. lO d .; ninth edition ; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRA N D SIRE ,’ 2s. lO d .; second edition ; 204- pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc. ' 

‘ STAN D AR D  M ETH ODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STED M AN ,’ 2s. 10d.—N O W  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by 

J . Armiger Trollope.
Contains fu ll instructions for ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
‘ TREBLE B O B ,’ Is. lO d.; second edition ; with appendix; 100 pages. 
‘ SU RPRISE M ETHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the fate Rev. C. D. P . 

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancs
P U B L I C A T I O N S .

‘ G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S  A N D  T R I P L E S ,  Sim ply 
E xp lained ,’ gth thousand, 6 Jd . each, or 5s. gd. dozen, 
post free. B y  I . R oe and M . Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

‘ B O B  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R , Sim ply E xp la in ed ,’ 2 nd 
thousand. F o r  Beginners on 6 bells. Sam e price and 
address as above.

‘ C A M B R ID G E  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R ,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 |d . each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From  M . Broom e, O rchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

ALFRED BOWELL,
I P S W I C HChurch Bell

Founder

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN; FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID M A XO N . ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLRQPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON -STRETCHING
E st. 1 8 2 0 T el. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R op es n o w , b e fo r e  p ric e s  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and  se n d  us y o u r  o ld  Bell R op es  

f o r  re p a ir s  w h ils t  n o t  in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL M UFFLERS

S u ita b le  fo r  P r e s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G ift;si

C o r r e c t ly  M o d e lle d  B E L L  IN K STAN D  g s g * ,  in  S o l id  S ilv e r

D ia m e te r  2)in3 2 iin , 3 iin . J3f m ,  t in . 4 fin . A in . 5Jin, 
Prioe 1 8 /0  2 2 /8  28/6 3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  8 7 /6  78/6

T h e  6in. s ize  is  a lso  m a d e  t o  h o ld  50 c ig a re tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions^Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  J S S 5 -
Telephone 276 W O K I N &
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