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THE NEW CRISIS.
The developments of the w ar during the last week or 

so have suddenly roused the people of this country from 
the kind of semi-complacency into which they seemed to 
have drifted through the long months of stagnation 
which followed the first outbreak of hostilities. The sud­
den cessation o f ringing which took place at the begin­
ning of September, when the uncertainties of the times 
dictated a  policy of ‘ w ait and see ,’ has been followed by 
a gradual return to some degree of activity, even though 
it has perforce been a  restricted activity . Now , once 
again , the anxieties of the moment are causing an en­
forced restraint upon everything except the w ork of a 
united nation for victory, and ringing, like many of the 
other lesser things of life, must be subjugated to the 
urgent demands of the moment.

The immediate effect upon ringing, with the cancella­
tion o f the W hitsuntide B an k  H oliday, w as the post­
ponement or abandonment of preetings and of numerous 
peal attempts. It w as, of course, impossible in the cir­
cumstances, with the threat of some sudden intense 
development of the w ar over this country, to expect that 
such events should be carried out, and now that, per­
haps, the most v ita l phase of the w ar is upon us, it may 
be some time before important ringing gatherings can 
again be held. Throughout the country the renewed 
sense of anxiety is g iv in g w ay to an even grim m er deter­
mination, so that, come what m ay, we shall be prepared. 
N othing w ill stand in the w ay of united service to the 
country, and we must expect ringing in the immediate 
future to suffer to some extent. But while it may not 
be possible to indulge freely in peal ringing or to hold 
meetings in vulnerable areas, there is no reason why 
ringers should not carry on their w ork if they have a 
reasonable regard for the new conditions.

Precautions which were at first taken have been some­
what relaxed in recent months, but they should now be 
renewed, when the bells of the churches are rung. In 
cities and towns, at any rate, where preparations have 
been made for air raid w arnings to be given, there 
should be someone on duty outside the church to give 
immediate notification to the ringers, so that the sound 
of the bells shall not interfere with the w arning to the 
public. T h at is one essential safeguard that should be 
taken, and while the ringing of church bells is still per­
fectly law ful, ringers, we are sure, will be only too ready 
to refrain from their activities if the police or other 
authorities request it, in the interests of public safety. 
But if proper precautions are taken there is still no rea- 
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son why the custom ary service and practice ringing 
should not take place.

A s we have pointed out before, the bells, calling the 
people to church or reminding them of a service, are an 
asset in times like these and helping to maintain the public 
spirit. In town and in v illage nothing is more missed 
than the sounds of the bells when they are silenced, and 
there is good reason in these days to avoid anything that 
m ay even indirectly help to produce gloom . There are 
g rave  and perhaps dangerous times ahead, but we feel 
that that is no reason for deserting the belfries. It 
goes, alm ost without saying, that ringers will alw ays 
have full regard for any circumstances that may arise 
and for public feeling. Indeed, as in the past, the bells, 
even in these strenuous and uncertain times, may well 
interpret public feeling, if judiciously used, and there is 
still opportunity for ringers to play their part. The 
last thing that should be manifested in any department 
of life is nervousness or panic, and there is no reason 
w hy panic action should be taken to restrict the activi­
ties of ringers, so long as good sense is exercised.

THE POSTAL RATES.
W H A T  Y O U  M A Y  S E N D  F O R  A  P E N N Y .

In view of the increase in postal charges, corre­
spondents are reminded that they can send items of news, 
such as reports of peals, meetings and obituary notices, 
for Id ., provided they are

(1 ) Addressed only to 
The Editor,

‘ The Ringing W orld ,’
Lower Pyrfordl Road,

W oking, Surrey.
(2 ) Contain nothing in the nature of a letter.
(3 ) Are enclosed in an unsealed envelope marked 

1 News only.’
Notices and letters to the Editor are not admissible 

at this postal rate, but the name and address (only) of 
the sender m ay be included.

A n y departure from the strict regulations renders the 
package liable to surcharge.

ST. DIONIS’, BACKCHURCH, LONDON.
LO R D  M AYO R  ATTENDS DED ICATIO N  OP HALL.

Tbe Lord M ayor of London, accompanied by tbe Sheriffs and Lady 
Mayoress, officiated at tbe form al opening o f the rebuilt Parochial' 
Hall o f St. Dionis’ , Backchurch, London. I t  stands in the courtyard 
o f St. Dionis’ , Lime Street, of which church the late vestry was all 
that remained. I t  was here in 1937 that tbe  Rector, Canon Tissington 
Tatlow, welcomed tbe College Youths, when they restored the memorial 
stone o f Sir Henry Tulse, both Lord M ayor and Master o f the society 
in 1684. This old stone has been again relaid and is a little nearer 
to tbe entrance to tbe ball.

T be ceremony was short and simple. Archdeaqon Sharpe offered tbe 
opening prayers, and tbe L ord  M ayor spoke o f tbe abiding interest 
felt by tbe city for its old churches. H e said be hoped tbe ball would 
prove a lively centre for the furthering o f the spiritual and social 
welfare o f those who worked in that part o f tbe city.

Tbe R ector described what bad been done and bow tbe sale of All 
Hallows’ , Lom bard Street, for £330,000 bad strengthened their bands 
in so m any ways and bad given tbe now five parishes united in St. 
Edmund’s this beautiful ball. H e congratulated tbe architect-, Mr. 
Tatchell, too, on bis restoration o f tbe old ‘ W ren ’ features and fit­
tings from  tbe jjrevious ball.

Amongst tbe  other clergy present were Canon Taylor, o f St. Bride’ s, 
and Canon Ellison, o f Cornhill, both well known to  ringers, and with 
tbe  laity were Messrs. A . A . Hughes and E. Alexr. Young, representing 
tbe College Youths.

W ATCH ET, SOMERSET.— On Thursday, April 25th, at tbe Church 
of St. Decuman, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Doubles, 1,260 changes: 
Mrs. I . Binding 1, F. W illicom be 2, W . E. Challice 3, W . Challice 4? 
T. H . Chidgey (conductor) 5, I. Binding 6 .

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting 
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System is fully explained in 
* METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing World ’ Office, 
LOWER PYRFORD ROAD, WOKING.
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TEN BELL PEAL.
BEDDIN GTON , SU R REY.

T H E  SU R R E Y  ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, May 11, 1940, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,
A PEAL O F STE D M A N  CATERS, 5031 C H A N G E S| 

T en or 18  cw t. 1  q r . 20  lb . in E  flat. ,
F ra n k  E. D a r b y ........................Treble
R oyd en  D a v i e s .......................  2
M r s . C h a r l e s  H . K ip p in  . . .  3
T h o m a s G . F o x ........................ 4
H e r b e r t  E . T h o m ps o n  . . .  5

C h a r l e s  P o t h e c a r y   6
L e o n a r d  J. F o x ........................  7
A r t h u r  J, W . H u g h e s  . . .  8
F r e d e r ic k  E . C o l l in s  . . .  9
G e o r g e  W . C e c il   Tenor

C om posed  and C onducted  b y  F r a n k  E . D a r b y .

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
SOBERTON, H AM PSH IRE.

THE W IN CH ESTER AND PORTSM OU TH  DIOCESAN - GUILD. 
On Wednesday, May 8, 1940, in Three Hours and Eleven Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r .
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES; 

T enor 13 cwt.
E d w in  J. H a r d in g , s e n . ...Treble F r a n k  B e n n e t t .......................... 5
G e o r g e  W il l ia m s  .............. 2 W il l ia m  R . M e l v il l e  . . .  6
G e o r g e  P u l l i n g e r  .............. 3 Jam es H . S h e p h e r d ...............  7
F r e d e r ic k  S. B a y l e y  . . .  4 A . P a t r ic k  C a n n o n   Tenot
C om posed by  S ir  A. P . H e y w o o d . C onducted  by G e o r g e  W il l ia m s

Rung to celebrate Mr. George W illiam s’ 83rd birthday, which fell 
on the day before.

H UGH ENDEN, BUCKS.
TH E  O X FO RD  DIOOESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, May 11, 1940, in Three Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ic h a e l  a n d  A l l  A n g e l s ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5120 CHANCES ; 
Tenor 12£ cwt.

H a r r y  C. Jo n e s   Treble R o l a n d  B ig g s   .....................  5
G e o r g e  M a r t in  ................  2 P e r c y  N e w t o n  .........................  6
Jam e s  W . W il k in s    3 W a l t e r  L e e  . . .  . . .  7

' R a l p h  C o l e s  . . .    4 H a r r y  W in g r o v e   Tenor
Com posed by  C . C h a r g e . C onducted  b y  H a r r y  W in g r o v e .
* First peal o f Double Norwich. Rung as a birthday compliment to 

the ringer of the 3rd, who was 77 on that day.

SIX BELL PEALS.
ST. BRIDES M AJOR, GLAM O RG ANSH IRE.

THE LLAN D AFF AN D M ONM OUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
On Saturday, May 11, 1940, in Two Hours and Fifty-Three Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . B r id g e t ,
A PEAL O F G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S , 5040 C H A N G E S; 

Being 42 extents, 10 callings. Tenor 11 cwt.
T r e v o r  M . R o d e r ic k .............. 4
A l f r e d  E. W il l ia m s .............. 5
A l b e r t  E . B acon   Tenor

D a v id  T h o m a s  ........................Treble
E r n e s t  S t it c h  ..........................  2
A l f r e d  H a n n in g t o n .............. 3

Conducted by  E . S t it c h .
First peal on the bells.

GRIM LEY, W ORCESTERSHIRE.
THE W ORCESTERSHIRE A N D D ISTR IC TS ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, May 11, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-S ix Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . B a r t h o l o m e w ,
A PEAL O F  M IN O R , 5040 C H A N G E S;

Being one 720 each o f Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent 
Treble Bob, Double Oxford, St. Clement’s, Oxford Bob and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 12 cwt.
G e o r g e  E . L a r g e  ................  4
R e g in a l d  W o o d y a t t .............. 5
T h o m a s  W .  L e w is   Tenor

Ja m b s  W o o d y a t t   Treble
A l l e n  M o r g a n ........................... 2
W il l ia m  R a n f o r d  ................  3

C onducted  by  G e o r g e  E . L a r g e .
A 71st birthday compliment to tbe ringer o f the third.

ECKINGTON, D E R B YSH IR E .— On Tuesday, M ay 7th, by a newly- 
formed local band, 720 B ob M inor: P . Hayes 1, N . Fox 2, R . Fox 3, G. 
Briggs 4, P . Jervis 5, G. G. Graham (conductor) 6 . F irst 720 by 
ringers o f 1, 2, 3 and 4, and first 720 for  some years by  a local band.

HANDBELL PEALS.
FELSTED, ESSEX. 

TH E  ESSEX ASSOCIATION. 
On Monday, A pril 22, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-Four Minutes,

A t  S a c k f o r d s . M o l e h il l  G r e e n ,
A PEAL O F BOB R O Y A L, 5040 C H A N G E S;

Tenor size 15 in C.
R o n a l d  S u c k l in g  . . .  1 -2  I C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  5-6
B a s il  R e d g w e l l .....................  3-4  | L e w is  W . W if f e n  ..............  7-8

A l b e r t  W i f f e n ........................g -ro
C onducted  by  C. W . W o o l l e y . 

BU SH EY, HERTS. 
THE M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D  LONDON 

DIOOESAN G U ILD . 
On Tuesday, May 7, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Nine Minutes,

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  J u n io r  S c h o o l ,
A PEAL O F BOB M AJOR, 6024 C H A N G E S;

Tenor size 15 in C.
E d w in  J e n n i n g s .....................  1 -2  I E d w in  A . B a r n e t t  ............. 5-6
C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4  | ‘ L e o n a r d  L u c k .........................  7-8

C om posed  by  J. B a r k e r . C onducted  by  E . A , B a r n e t t .
*  First peal o f M ajor on handbells.

BU SH EY, HERTS. 
TH E H E R TFO RD  COUNTY ASSOCIATION. 

On Wednesday, May 8, 1940, in One Hour and Fifty-Three Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL O F C A M B R ID G E  S U R P R IS E  M IN O R , 5040 CHANG ES; 
Tenor size 11 in G.

• E d w in  J e n n in g s ................... 1-2 |- C h r i s t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  3-4
• E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  ................  5-6

C om posed  by  R e v . E . B. J a m e s . Conducted by  C . W . W o o l l e y . 
*  First peal o f Surprise on handbells. F irst peal o f Surprise 011 

handbells as conductor. 
BU SH EY, HERTS. 

TH E M ID D LESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D LONDON 
DIOCESAN G U ILD . 

On Friday, M ay 10, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Eight Minutes,
A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  Ju n io r  S c h o o l ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5072 CHANCE8; 
Tenor size 15 in O.

C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  1-2  I E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  ..........  5-6
‘ T h o s .  G r o o m b r id g e ,  ju n .  3-4 | E d w in  J e n n i n g s ................. 7-8

C om posed  b y  C . W . R o b e r t s . C onducted by  C . W . W o o l l e y .
* First peal in the method on handbells and first attempt.

M AGH ULL, LANCASH IRE. 
THE LAN CASH IRE ASSOCIATION. 

On Friday, May 10. 1940, in Two Hours and Nineteen Minutes,
A t  2 2 , N o r t o n  G r o v e ,

A PEA L OF BOB M IN O R , 5040 CHANGES;
Seven callings. Tenor size 15.
T h o m a s  S. H o r r i d g e   1 -2  | S e lw y n  H. D e a r d e n   3-4

W il l ia m  H. D e a c o n   5-6
C onducted by  W . H . D e a c o n .

W itness— H ilda D eacon .

SHEFFIELD A N D  D ISTR ICT SOCIETY.
RESIG N A TIO N  OF THE SECRETARY.

The annual m eeting o f the Sheffield and D istrict Society was held 
at Eastwood on May 4tli, at which members were present from  
Sheffield (St. M arie’ s, Ranm oor and Handsworth), Rawmarsh, W histon, 
Eckington, W hittington, Rotherham  Parish Church and the local 
belfry. During tbe afternoon various methods were rung, and after­
wards tea. wlucli the local company had provided a t short notice, was 
served in the Church Hall.

The Vicar, the Rev. P . Kennedy, presided over the business meeting, 
supported by Mr. C. Haynes, and gave the society a  hearty welcome.

All the officers, were re-elected with the exception o f tlie secretary, 
Mr. M. E. Wilson, who on account o f increased pressure o f work has 
had to resign. Mr. G. Lewis, on behalf o f the society, expressed 
appreciation o f the work done by Mr. W ilson, and Mr. G. G. Graham 
was elected to take his place. Several new members were elected, and 
then ringing in various methods, including Forward and Original, 
brought the day to a  close. .
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CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON.
S T . B R I D E ’S , F L E E T  S T R E E T .

B y  J . A r m i g e r  T r o l l o p e .
F o r more than sixty years the College Youths held 

their regular practice meeting at S t. B rid e ’ s, and their 
headquarters and the centre of their social life w ere at 
The Barley M ow, a  tavern which stood just beneath the 
tower.

The social side of the old societies represents a phase 
in the life of the Exercise which has alm ost entirely dis­
appeared. Founded on the inherited traditions of the old 
guilds, it was immensely strengthened and influenced by 
the customs of the time.

In the early eighteenth century social clubs were very 
common and existed in all classes of society. W herever 
there w as a  small group of men who had some interest in 
common, there w as the m aterial for a  club. They agreed 
to meet at stated times at a tavern or coffee house, they 
had a code of rules to regulate their proceedings, and a 
scale of fines for breaches of the rules, a  chairman was 
appointed, and the evening w as spent in social inter­
course, drinking, sm oking and sometimes singing. An 
alm ost universal rule w as that no strangers were ever 
admitted except on very exceptional occasions, and then 
by special permission of the ■ chairman and assembled 
members.

The B arley Mow w as a 'noted house for clubs. Its 
site is at present covered by a  vast new block of offices, 
but in the corner of it there is still a tavern, only the 
name has quite recently been changed from  The Barley 
Mow to The Cogers H all in imitation of a club that once 
w as held there.

The Society of College Youths, on its social side, w as 
like the other clubs, and, like them, it existed for the 
benefit of its members alone. It w as exclusive, and 
there w as no pretence that its members w ere church 
workers, or even that their aim w as to promote the art 
of change ringing or the good of the Exercise  at large. 
W e have, or profess to have, different ideals to-day, but 
there can hardly be any doubt that these exclusive and 
secular ideas were, on the whole, those best fitted to 
further the interests of change ringing in the eighteenth 
century. It w as only after the changes in social and re­
ligious opinion in the nineteenth century that the E x e r­
cise w as faced with the problem of adjusting itself to new 
conditions.

W e often read and talk  of the old ringing societies as 
if the whole E xercise  w as organised into societies like 
the College Youths, and there is a tendency to  assum e 
on very feeble evidence that there existed in various 
places companies with sim ilarly long unbroken corporate 
existences. The recent claim made for H alesworth is a 
case in point. W e can be fairly  sure that from the 
earliest times, wherever there were bells there were 
ringers of some sort or other, and to that extent almost 
every old church can claim to have had an old society of 
ringers, but fully organised societies like the College 
Youths were the exception. They existed mainly in 
those towns where change ringing became popular 
am ong the townsmen of better social class as distinct 
from artisans and farm  labourers. Am ong the members 
there w as usually a proportion who valued the social side 
more than the ringing side, and when they became the 
m ajority the end o f the society w as not far off. Practic­
ally all the eighteenth century ringing societies faded

aw ay in the early nineteenth century because the class of 
men who had composed their members w as no longer 
attracted to the belfry. The S t. Stephen’s Society of 
Bristol survived, but no longer as a  company of ringers 
except in name. The College Youths survived as a ring­
ing company, but shorn of their old social status. The 
Cumberlands survived and suffered little loss in the 
changes and chances of the times, because socially they 
had much less to lose. In the provinces societies like the 
Union Society o f Shrew sbury and the Hertford College 
Youths lapsed. Those like the Norw ich Scholars and 
the St. M artin ’s Youths of Birm ingham  that survived do 
not appear to have been organised as full social clubs 
like the College Youths, but w ere companies attached to 
particular churches, held together by the necessity of 
having a regular band to do the paid ringing.

There’ seems to be in the minds of some of its members 
a vagu e sort o f idea that the Society of College Youths 
has enjoyed one long prosperous and unbroken career 
from  16 37  to the present day. But, of course, such was 
in the nature o f things impossible. Several times it went 
through a crisis and came out different from what 
went in. One such crisis seems to have happened about 
17 2 0  which altered the whole character of its members. 
Before that time it consisted 'of a number of men of good 
social class who. do not appear to have been verv keen 
about ringing. A fterw ards it w as a company of very 
young and very skilful ringers who not only re-estab­
lished the suprem acy of the society on a  new basis, but 
set a new and high standard in method ringing and peal 
ringing for the whole Exercise.

It m ay be that the change w as more m arked and more 
abrupt in the belfry than in the club room, and that these 
men had not for some years the sam e importance at The 
B arley  M ow that they had in S t. B rid e ’s steeple. But it 
is significant that S ir  W atkin  W illiam s W ynn, the great 
W elsh  landowner, joined the society in 1 7 1 7  and W illiam  
Laughton joined in 1 7 2 5 . The interval is only eight 
years, but it is certain that Laughton never knew W ynn 
as a member, nor does he seem to think that the society 
ever consisted of men any different from himself.

The oldest member of the new band w as Peter Merry- 
garts . H e had joined the society in 1 7 1 1  and w as now 
about 35  years old, a keen ringer, and evidently a  man of 
some standing, for he had been steward in 1 7 1 8 , the year 
in which the two trebles were given to S t. B rid e ’s. 
W illiam  Jackson , who joined , in 1 7 1 7 , had some ambi­
tions as a composer. A ll the rest w ere under thirty 
years o f age  and some not much more than youths. 
They were W illiam  W oodruff and M atthew E ast, who 
joined in 1 7 1 8 ; W illiam  Thompson and Robert Catlin, 
1 7 2 2 ; John Pearson, 1 7 2 3 ; John W ard and Edw ard 
Chadwell, 1 7 2 4 ; and— the man who w as to supply the 
real driving force, the spirit which w as to weld a number 
of good ringers into one of the best bands in the whole 
history of ringing— Benjam in Annable, who joined in 
1 7 2 ! .

Annable stands out as one of the most distinctive per­
sonalities of the Exercise, a born leader of men, and one 
who did as much as anyone to influence the development 
of the art of change ringing. The time w as ripe for 
such a man both in the Society of College Youths and in 
the E xercise  at large, but it must have been no easy 
thing for him, who w as not much more than a youth, 
with no advantages o f  birth or education, to gain  a posi­
tion of ascendency in a society like the College Youths,
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with its long conservative and aristocratic traditions. It 
could only have been possible through the weakening of 
the older elements and in a very  real sense the advent of 
Benjamin Annable m arks the close of the old era and the 
beginning of a new.

On Jan uary  19 th, 1 7 2 5 , these men rang at S t. B rid e ’ s 
the first peal of G randsire Cinques ever accomplished. It 
w as the first peal by the College Youths (if we except the 
doubtful perform ance at S t. Sepulchre’s in 16 8 9 , the 
memory of which had entirely faded out of the society) 
and the ninth peal o f any sort by any company of which 
we have any record. Annable w as not yet the recog­
nised lead er; M atthew E a st  rang the eleventh and called 
the bobs, and the composition w as by Jackson .

The College Youths w ere not yet strong enough to 
ring a peal of Cinques entirely by their own members, 
and two outsiders were brought in for the peal— Robert 
Carter and Thom as Row lands —  neither of whom w as 
then, or at any time, a member. W h y they w ere not 
elected members we cannot tell. It m ay be that, though 
qualified as ringers, they w ere not considered eligible 
socially, or it may be that they w ere members of. the rival 
Society of London Scholars. W e hear no more of either.

W illiam  Jackson , as I have said, composed the peal. 
Annable has alw ays had the credit o f introducing the 
tittum position into Cater and Cinques ringing, but I am 
inclined to think that there is rather more rhetoric than 
sober historical fact in w hat the ‘ C lavis ’ says about the 
matter.

‘ Caters and C inques,’ say the w riters, 1 he. found in 
such a rude and chaos-like jumbled state as m ay be easier 
conceived than described ’ ; and they point to the com­
position in the J .D . and C .M . ‘ Cam panalogia ’ as evi­

dence. ‘ But M r. A nable threw them into the harmoni­
ous tittums, where they still continue and most likely 
ever will rem ain.’

Annable w as for many years the greatest and the 
generally accepted authority on composition. H is peals 
of Grandsire Caters were rung and doubtless w ere deci­
sive factors in establishing- the popularity o f the tittum 
position, but it is hardly likely that ringers had to w ait 
until he appeared before they recognised its merits.

In the earliest times of all on six bells composers used 
the treble as the whole hunt and the second and third as 
the half and quarter h unts; and when they turned to 
Triples and C aters they naturally did the same. But 
between these early attempts and the appearance of 
Annable there w as nearly a quarter o f century in which 
Grandsire C aters w as extensively practised by the lead­
ing London companies. H owever much they may have 
neglected the positions o f the b ig  bells they could not 
have failed sometimes to have got them into the tittums 
and that would have been enough to show them the 
musical value of the position. Anyhow Ja ck so n ’s peal 
w as in the tittums and it is hardly likely he would have 
got the idea from his younger colleague.

WHIT SUNDAY SERVICE RINGING.
CALNE, W IL T S.—For m orning service, a. quarter-peal o f Stedman 

Triples (1,260 changes) in 45 minutes : F. W alker 1, F. Hacker 2, W . 
Hacker 3, R . Saye 4, R . Barry 5, H . Bun-y 6 , A. O. W rintm ore (con­
ductor) 7, W . Saye, sen. 8. First quarter-peal o f Stedman by all 
except the conductor. First as conductor. All are Sunday service 
ringers. Rung as a final touch pending members being called to the 
Colours.

MOORSIDE, OLDHAM .— A t the Church o f St. Thomas, a. quarter- 
peal o f Stedman Triples: Frank Lawton 1, Harold Armstead 2, 
Clement B. Taylor 3, Fred M ellor 4, John W . Truelove 5, Isaac 
Gartside 6 , Ivan K ay (conductor) 7, James Brooks 8 .
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B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
H earty congratulations will be extended to Mr. George Williams, 

tlie Master o f the W inchester and Portsm outh Diocesan Guild, upon 
calling a  peal o f  Double Norwich M ajor fo r  his 83rd birthday.

The m ethod was selected because Mr. W illiams thought it  would 
bring his peals o f Double Norwich up to 200. A fter he had rung it—  
with a Surprise band— he found it  was liis peals o f Superlative that 
were one short o f the double century. W ell, well, G eorge!

Twice has Hitler prevented Messrs. Tom  Coles and Jim  Bennett 
ringing their one thousandth peal. Last Septem ber their plans were 
laid to make it  a  jo in t affair, and it  would have been a memorable 
perform ance for two men to com plete their four figure total at the 
same tim e. B ut the outbreak o f war stopped it.

Since then the pair have crept up to 999, and last Saturday the 
1,000th was to have been attem pted a t W altham stow. But again 
H itler’s interference has put a stop to their ambitions. However, it 
can wait. H itler won’t  always be able to interfere.

A t the annual meeting o f the Sussex County Association three of the 
oldest members— Messrs. Edmund Lindup, o f  Heene, W alter Franks, of 
Battle, and Charles Tyler, o f Henfield— were elected to honorary life 
membership. Thus has a life-tim e o f loyal service to the association 
been recognised.

These three men have been part o f the backbone o f the association 
for half a century; indeed, the membership o f Mr. Tyler, at any rate, 
goes back to the first days of the association, which was form ed in 
1885. M r. Tyler took part in the first peal rung by the association 
and called the only peal o f Stedman Cinques ever rung by  the associa­
tion. This, o f course, was on handbells, for Sussex has no twelve-bell 
tower, and followed handbell peals o f Stedman Triples and Caters.

Mr. W alter Frank’s services to the association have been mainly 
in East Sussex and his stedfast services in an area where for years 
change ringing m ade little progress, has been a tower o f strength to 
the association.

Mr. ‘ Ted ’ L indup’s efforts have been principally at the other end 
o f the county. H e filled for years the leadership at Heene and con­
ducted a great many pfeals.

‘ On M onday last was rung a t  W akefield b y  the Ringers of that 
place a New Composition Peal o f Tripple Bob Tripples called W ake­
field Delight consisting of 5,040 in 8 Courses Compleat. The same set 
o f Ringers without changing a man or setting a rope began another 
Peal o f Oxford Single Tripples in Twelve Courses consisting o f 5,040 
called W akefield Surprise. Boatli these peals consisted 10,080 changes 
W here perform ed including the Raising and Setftleing the Bells in 
Seven Hours and One Minute, an instance never before Done in Y e 
Kingdom e. W hat adds to  the singularity o f this perform ance is— 
There were Two Fathers, Five Sons, Five Brothers, Four Cousins, 
One Uncle, One Nephew yet only eight Persons and only two names.’— 
From  ‘ an old peal book ’ under date M ay 12th, 1788.

On M ay 14th, 1845, John Cox called the first peal o f Stedman Caters 
at St. Clement Danes. I t  contained 6,485 changes and was his own 
composition.

The- first peal o f Spliced Surprise M ajor (Cambridge and Superlative) 
was rung at W hitley Bay, Northum berland, on M ay 14th, 1924.

M ay 15th, 1837, was W hit Monday, and on that day Thomas Tolladay 
called a peal of Grandsire Caters at Fulham, containing 12,096 changes, 
for  the St. James’ Society. On the same date in 1894 the then longest 
peal o f Superlative Surprise M ajor, 8,800 changes, was rung at Lough­
borough. Nathan Pitstow composed and conducted the peal, and John 
W . Taylor rang the tenor.

The handbell peal at Maghull in Lancashire is the first peal in the 
parish, as though the church has eight nice toned bells, they are hung 
dead.  ̂ <

Doncaster ringers invite any ringers serving with the Colours when 
near the church to enter the belfry  or get in touch with the V icar or 
verger.

Despite the cancellation o f the Bank Holiday, the annual meeting 
o f the Essex Association was held on W hit M onday, when there was 
an. attendance o f fifty  members.

D E A T H  OF CAN ON  R ID G W A Y .
HON. SECRETARY OF TH E  CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
As reported briefly last week, the Rev. Canon M. H. Ridgway, hon. 

secretary o f the Chester Diocesan Guild, died on Saturday, May 4th, 
after a short illness. He was in his 61st year.

Canon Ridgw ay became secretary three years_ ago, following the 
preferm ent of. the Rev. W . R . Ingham  to the living o f Moreton-in- 
the-Marsli. H e had spent most of his life  in the Chester Diocese and 
was well known as a man o f energy and action, and, although not a 
ringer, these qualities m ade him an ideal officer of _ the Guild. Last 
November the Cathedral paid tribute to his work in the diocese by 
electing him to the office o f H onorary Canon, an honour which gave 
great satisfaction to his m any friends in the county and not least to 
his fellow members o f the Guild.

The funeral took place at Tarvin on W ednesday o f last week, when 
the great company present gave testim ony to the high esteem m 
which he had been held. The bells were rung half-muffled before the 
service, and the Guild was represented by the Master (Mr. J. W . 
Milner), Mr. J. W . Clarke and the local band.

The deep sympathy o f the Guild is extended to the widow and two 
sons le ft  in bereavement.
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DEATH OF MR. GEORGE B. LUCAS.
AN ARD EN T M ID D LESEX  RIN G E R.

W e regret to announce the death o f Mr. George Burnell Lucas, 
which took place at his home at W altham stow on Tuesday, May 7th.

Mr. Lucas, who was born 011 June 30th, 1862, was a fine example of 
that ty p 3 of ringer whose main ob ject is to do his duty as a service 
ringer, and his utmost to spread the art o f change ringing. Prom  his 
earliest ringing days he had been well known as a  man who would 
willingly assist in teaching young ringers, and there are many bands 
in Middlesex and Essex which have, a t one time or another, sought 
and received his assistance.

It  was at St. M ary’s, Hornsey, that he first becam e known as a 
ringer nearly 60 years ago. Later he becam e a member of the band 
at All Hallows’ , Tottenham , when that tower was one of the strong­
holds o f ringing in North-East Middlesex. A bout 1894 he went to live 
at Walthamstow and became Ringing Master a t St. Saviour’ s Church, 
which office he retained until about 1908, from  which date for  several 
years he devoted his energies to assisting and ringing at m any towers. 
For a considerable tim e from  1904 he gave immense assistance at St. 
George-in-the-East, and amongst those ringers who greatly benefited 
from'Tiis tuition were Messrs. A. W . and C. T. Coles and R . Sanders. 
R ight up to a few months ago he was willing to give his services, and 
even since the outbreak of war he has helped 011 occasions a t St. 
Matthew’s, Upper Clapton.

Particulars o f his peals are not available, but he rang a considerable 
number in many methods, including Stedman Cinques, Superlative 
and Cambridge Surprise, and he rang the treble to the first peal of 
Middlesex Surprise Royal at St. M agnus’ , Thames Street, in 1922. His 
first peal was rung in 1885 for the Royal Cumberland Society, which 
he had joined the previous year. This peal was rung at St. Giles’-in- 
the-Fields and was conducted by the late George Newson. In  1885, 
too, he rang in the first peal by  the A ll Hallows’ , Tottenham , Society, 
which was rung by an entirely local band, including the late Henry 
A. Barnett (conductor), W illiam  Pye English and Joseph W aghorn, 
sen., and also Joseph W aghorn, jun., who would appear to be the 
only surviving ringer o f this peal. Mr. Lucas rang in m any peals 
during the next three or four years for the St. James’ Society and the 
W aterloo Society, including one o f Bob M ajor in 1887, which was his 
first as conductor.

In September, 1889, when the Middlesex Association (1889-1897) was 
formed, Mr. Lucas Jiecame one o f its staunchest supporters, and was 
at once elected to the committee o f that society. H e composed and 
conducted the first peal, one o f Bob M ajor, rung by this association, 
on November 1st, 1889, and it  was a source o f great regret to him that 
the jubilee o f this peal could not be celebrated a few  months ago. 
For this short-lived association he rang 24 peals, conducting 12 of 
them, and he was a member o f the com m ittee during the eight years 
of its existence. He also represented this society on the Central 
Council from  1891 to 1896, attending all six meetings held during that 

■period.
In 1897, when the Middlesex County Association was form ed, lie was 

again a leading spirit, and was at once elected to the committee, 
resigning only two years ago, a fter a total service o f nearly 50 years. 
I 11 1922 he was elected Ringing Master o f the N orth and East District, 
but had to resign in 1925, when a nasty accident whilst cycling caused 
him to give up active ringing for  a time. On his recovery he becam e 
a regular ringer at St. M ary’s, W altham stow, until the outbreak of 
war last year. For the Middlesex County Association he rang in 74 
peals, o f which he conducted 13, and quite a large number o f members 
owe to him their first peals. He was always a regular attendant at 
association meetings, and was proud to be able to say that he had 
never missed an annual m eeting o f the Middlesex County Association 
except one held three weeks ago during the period o f  his last illness.

In addition to the societies mentioned above, he was also a member 
o f the B edford, Essex and H ertford  Associations, and at one time 
was a  well-known visitor to meetings in those counties.

His last m eeting was one held at St. M atthew’s, U pper Clapton, on 
January 6th o f the present year, which he le ft  early owing to feeling 
unwell. A few days later he became seriously ill and never recovered.

The funeral took place on Friday, M ay 10th, at Queen’ s Road, W al­
thamstow, Cemetery, after a service at St. M ary’ s Church. A t this 
service Canon Oakley, the Yicar, spoke o f Mr. Lucas’ ., long service as 
a ringer and of his sterling qualities. A t the graveside, in addition 
to members o f his family, were m any ringers,, including Messrs. R. 
Maynard, J. H . W ilkins and H . Rumens (St. M ary’ s, W althamstow),
G. R. Pye, E. Pye, A. Prior, G. Dawson, J. E. Davis and C. T. Coles 
(hon. secretary, Middlesex County Association). Am ongst a lal’ge 
number of floral tributes were wreaths from  the Central Council; the 
Middlesex County A ssociation: the St. M ary’ s. W altham stow, Society; 
colleagues at Jubilee W harf, W apning; Mrs. Ethel P ye (widow o f the 
late Alfred P y e ); T. C. Groves (late All Hallows’ , Tottenham ); Mr. 
and Mrs C. T. Coles; Mr. and Mrs. G. W . Cooper; and from  his son 
in Australia.

I t  is regretted that pw ing to the great lack o f time, and the tense­
ness o f the national situation, no ringing could be  arranged, but this 
showed no lack o f respect to the m em ory o f a much loved man.

H UGH ENDEN.—For morning service on April 21st, a quarter-peal 
o f Grandsire T rip les ; Mrs. R . Biggs 1, R . B iggs 2, A. Newton 3, 
J. W . W ilkins 4, A.. G. James 5, E. Timpson 6, P . Newton (conductor) 
7, V . Evans 8 . .

LADIES IN THE BELFRY.
T H E  H A R D  R IN G IN G  SC H O O L .

To the Editor.
D ear Sir,— I t  is surely a bit late in the day and, in any case, 

entirely the wrong tim e to take exception to the presence o f ladies 
in the belfry  as ringers. W e were glad of them in the last war— 
those of us who were anxious to keep the bells going while the lads 
were away—and it  is m ore than likely we shall be glad to have them 
in still greater numbers in the near future. Between 1914 and 1918 
ladies saved the situation in many parishes. W ithout their aid there 
were numerous places where ringing would_ entirely have lapsed, but 
the ladies came to the rescue and many o f them stayed on to make 
excellent ringers.

In  passing, m ay I  say one word with regard to Mr. L loyd ’s explana­
tion o f what transpired at the B ath and W ells Association’s meeting. 
I t  puts a rather different complexion 011 what your readers may have 
been led to think from  Mr. Challice’s letter. I t  now seems that it 
was not the presence o f ladies in the tower that was alleged to be 
the cause o f ringers leaving the towers, but the charms of the ladies 
who are not ringers that have resulted in drawing members o f the 
other sex from  the belfry. Ah, me, how well I  know it. Courtship 
and marriage have spoilt many a promising band of ringers, and 
there can hardly be a tower in the country that a t  some time or 
other has not suffered from  this cause. The remedy is to bring the 
ladies into the tower, not to keep them out.

I  feel sure Mr. W arboys’ letter will have amused your readers. This 
‘ he-man ’ stuff is funny. I  haven’t  the pleasure o f Mr. W arboys’ 
acquaintance, so he must excuse m e ' for saying that when I  began 
to read his letter I  pictured him as a gentleman of ripe experience in 
the most select and exclusive ringing circles, with, may be, a bald head 
and flowing white beard, and perhaps dim recollections o f the spacious 
days (or nights) a t the W hittington and Cat, or the Goose and Grid­
iron— both fam ous in the distant past for  their association with ringing. 
Judge m y surprise when reading further to find that Mr. W arboys 
has been ringing not since 1882, but 1932. Bless my soul, there has 
been no hard ringing school since 1932. Mr. W arboys doesn’t  know 
what a hard ringing school is, although, it  seems, it may have been 
a noisy one. The young people who have come into ringing since the 
last war have been spoon-fed, wrapped in cotton wool and only taken 
out after the room  has been well aired. As they have grown up, in 
the ringing sense, their path has been made easy for them. W hether 
that has been for the good  o f ringing m ay be a m atter of opinion, 
but the pam pering o f the new generation o f ringers hasn’t  been solely 
for  the benefit of the ladies. I f  their presence has taken away some 
o f the crudities which m ight otherwise have been displayed in belfries, 
surely even such a product o f a loud shouting school as Mr. W arboys’ 
would not complain. W hat embarrassment should lie find in being 
p olite? Politeness can go hand in hand with firmness and firmness 
is not synonymous with c bellowing ’ or ‘ yelling your head off.’ If 
that was the kind o f thing that happened when Mr. W arboys was 
learning, either he was a  dull pupil, 01*— well never mind, I won’t 
pursue the point. I f  I  say too much,v it m ay incite the ladies not only 
to pinch our ringing, as, according to Mr. W arboys, they have pinched 
our football and cricket, but Mr. W arboys as well.

P . H . BROW N .

A GREAT PU ZZLE.
Sir,—I  was very interested in the letters and particularly in your 

leader on the above subject. That leader, so well put, I  greatly 
admired.

It  is one o f the great puzzles I  still have to solve in the world of 
ringing that men can object to lady ringers. In  m y 20 years as a 
ringer in and around London I  have m et such men and have, tried 
with and without success to reason with them ; and I  notice that such 
objectors are only too glad to ring with the ladies in order to get the 
touch they want, which shows there is no real objection, but merely 
a silly fad.

I  have had the honour to ring with m any ladies (many better ringers 
than I), and I  find I  am none the worse for the experience.

I f  it  is not taking up too much valuable space in your paper, may 
I say that last October business brought me to Carlisle. N ow  in Cum­
berland ringing is at. a standstill, in fact alm ost dead. I  am now 
trying to revive the art in the short tim e I  expect to be here, so I 
shall be glad o f any help you m ay be able to give in appealing to 
ringers in Cumberland to wake up and get doing.

A t St. Stephen’s, Carlisle, I found five youngsters trying to ring 
rounds, and, after being appointed instructor, I  have built up a band 
of eight ladies and eight men and boys. Calling-up has taken four 
men away, but we are attacking Grandsire Doubles -with great 
enthusiasm

I would like to extend to all ringers and bands o f ringers, who would 
wish to visit us a t any time, a very hearty welcome, particularly to 
the Ladies’ Guild. Our ladies would be glad to see them.

FRED ERICK W . ALLE W AY.
Other letters on this subject will be printed next week.
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SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T IN G  A T  B R IG H T O N . 

Old Members Honoured.
There was an excellent attendance at the annual general meeting 

o f the Sussex County Association held at Brighton on M ay 4th. Eighty 
ringers were present from  Chichester, Heene, Hartfield, Coleman’ s 
Hatch, Lower Beeding, W arnham, Crawley, Rotherfield, Eastbourne 
(St. Saviour’s, St. M ary’ s and Christ Church), Balcombe, Cuckfield, 
Twineham, Hurstpierpoint, Heathfield, W adhurst, Burgess Hill, 
Arundel, Hastings (Blacklands and All Saints’ ), Battle and Brighton 
(St. P eter’s, St. Nicholas’ and the Good Shepherd).

Service took place at St. N icholas’ Church, where in the course of 
his address the Vicar (the Rev. L. N. Phillips, M .A ., M .C.) made the 
point that during the difficult times that were with us, and those to 
come, which m ight prove even m ore exacting, a greater devotion to 
service in all fields was necessary. No results must be expected either 
in the service o f ringing or o f Christianity without constant practice 
and application. Perseverance was as necessary in ode as in the other, 
and there was no time for casual attendance in either calling. The 
one must be  linked with the other, and ringing was a reminder to 
others who were unable from  some cause to make their attendance 
a t  church that the work o f the church was still going on. N ow  was 
the time to make service acceptable to God, and the ringers could well 
do this by setting a good example themselves.

The business m eeting took place in St. Nicholas’ Hall after tea and 
was presided over by  the Master (Mr. H . R . Butcher). H e was sup­
ported by the lion, general secretary (Mr. S. E. Armstrong), the hon. 
treasurer (Mr. A. D. Stone), the divisional secretaries, the peal secre­
tary and one o f the hon. trustees (Mr. E. H. Dallaway). The Master 
extended a welcome to the visitors, who included Mr. J. T . Rickman, 
a form er M aster; Mr. G. Williams, Master, and Mr. F . W . Rogers, 
general secretary, o f the W inchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild.

The Master presented the balance sheet and report for the year. 
SUGGESTED RECRUITM EN T OF LADIES.

In  their report to the members, ithe M aster and hon. secretary 
referred to the effect which the events o f the past year had had upon 
ringing and which, they said, may leave serious marks upon the 
organisation. Although the im mediate restrictions placed on the asso­
ciation’ s activities in September had not continued to be so serious as 
were at first anticipated, some considerable changes had been ex­
perienced. Peal ringing had come almost to a standstill, while 
meetings, owing to the restriction on lighting, were in m any cases 
im practicable during the winter months. lit was suggested that 
meetings should be held mainly in the summer months at towers 
where there was no possibility o f interference with work o f national 
importance.

The report went on to say: ‘ As tim e goes on the question o f m an­
ning the bells will become an acute one, especially owing to the fact 
that those called away cannot be adequately replaced when there are 
restrictions 011 practices. The problem is a general one, yet one which 
must be considered by each tower individually according to its par­
ticular circumstances. W e may, however, offer the suggestion that 
lady ringers may be recruited in larger numbers. During the last 
war they proved invaluable in keeping the towers together under 
most difficult circumstances, so again perhaps they may render service 
in this respect.

‘ Ringers m ay be assured that, as fa r  as possible, the business of 
the association will be carried on as usual. I t  is hoped that all the 
benefit previously enjoyed will continue, and for  tins purpose it  is ' 
necessary to  ask for the continued support o f every affiliated tower. 
Fortunately the association’s finances are in a condition to m eet the 
strain o f whatever may befall in reason.’

Thanks were expressed to all those who have helped, both in giving 
their support to the affiliated towers and also in the organisation of 
the divisional meetings, to the clergy and others who have helped with 
the services, and to the divisional officials for their generous expendi­
ture o f time and tact. The year had again taken its toll o f members 
by death, amongst them Mr. F. W . Cripps, o f Shoreham, Mr. A. C. 
Pankhurst, o f Eastbourne (hon. secretary o f the Eastern Division), Mr. 
W . Hooker, of W arnham, Mr. W . Hack, o f Rotherfield, and Mr. T. 
Patching, o f Lindfield.

SU BSTAN TIAL BALANCE.
The general account showed receipts o f £61 11s. 7d.. including 

£57 17s. from  subscriptions and £1 16s. lOd. interest transferred from  
reserve fund. The expenditure was £62 2s. 7d. The strong- position 
o f the association is revealed from  the balances, viz., £130 14s. 9d. 011 
general account, £50 in the Reserve Fund, £84 10s. 5d. in the Benevo­
lent Fund and £4 11s. 3d. in the Certificate account. During the year 
the Benevolent Fund received £1 16s. lOd. in >interest and £2 14s. 2d. 
from  collections at meetings. Grants am ounting to £8  8s. were made 
from  the fund.

The peal secretary reported the ringing o f 44 peals during the year, 
and stated that, this was much below the average, owing to the out­
break o f war' in September, which caused a considerable falling off 
after that time. The list included one peal o f Cambridge Surprise 
R oyal, two o f Spliced Surprise M ajor in four methods and three 
handbell peals o f Bob Minor.

(Continued in next column.)

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
R E V. C. C. COX ELECTED M ASTER.

A t the annual meeting o f the Salisbury Diocesan Guild on M ay 4th, 
the president (Lord Shaftesbury) said that in spite o f  war conditions 
and restrictions, black-outs and the calling o f young men to serve 
their country, the Guild had. been able to keep the bells going. I t  
was well that it  should be so, fo r  life  would be so much drearier 
without the music o f the bells, because there is so much to help and 
uplift the heart o f man, and they are a solace and. inspiration to 
m any in this war-stricken world. L et it be known that the message 
o f the bells was as strong as ever. Proceeding, liis lordship referred 
to the retirem ent o f the Master, the Rev. R . H , Gundry, o f St. 
Leonard’ s, Ringwood, who, he said, had been their leader for  so many 
years. H e suggested that they should send him a message o f appre­
ciation for all that he had. done? and saying how much they regretted 
that his doctor would not let him go on any longer.—This suggestion 
was agreed to.

The hon. secretary (the Rev. F . Ll. Edwards, K ington Magna) pre­
sented the statement o f accounts, which showed a credit balance of 
£66 4s. 8d., as compared with £61 6s. last year. H e added that since 
the last m eeting they had lost by  death a large number of. strong 
supporters, including Canon Fletcher, Archdeacon Okes-Parish, and 
several o f the oldest members, including one o f the celebrated band at 
Marnhull, which had rung together for the past 40 years. They had 
also lost the first M aster o f the Guild, the R ev. A. du Boulay Hill 
(1884-1898).

EFFECT OF TH E W AR .
The H on. Secretary (Rev. F. Ll. Edwards) referred in his annual 

report to the war as it  affected bells and ringers. H e said :—
The year 1939 was rung in with the nation still at peace : it was 

tolled out in the stress and strain o f war. T he war, as it affects 
bells and ringers, has brought two facts into prominence. The first 
is the spontaneous recognition by the Government o f the part fulfilled 
by the bells in our national life and the value o f the ringers’ services.

It  is well known, though it  took some tim e for  some o f those in 
authority, both in Church and State, to discover the exact truth, that 
in issuing orders for the control o f noises, the Ministry o f Home 
Security specifically exempted church bells from  the operation of such 
orders. That is a fa ct o f great significance. The other is that the 
conditions o f this time o f war have strikingly demonstrated the 
practical utility o f the Central Council. W hen doubts and difficulties 
began to arise in various quarters about the legal position with regard 
to the ringing of bells, the Council, through its energetic secretary, 
prom ptly -got into direct communication with the Ministry, with the 
result that not only were ringers and Church authorities assured that 
the ‘ Ministry were anxious that all normal ringing sliould be con­
tinued,’ but the Ministry itself issued definite instructions, to its 
Regional Commissioners to the same effect. To the question some­
times asked, what is the use o f  the Central Council, this evidence 
alone provides a conclusive answer. A t the same tim e it  affords a 
signal example o f the great value o f ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ as a  ready 
means o f  communication in matters affecting the vital interests of 
the Exercise.

The official recognition thus given to the value o f ringers’ services 
makes it all the more, im perative that we do our utm ost to overcome 
all difficulties and maintain our church bells in fu ll use— in tim e of 
war as in days o f peace—to celebrate the L ord ’s Day and the great 
festivals o f the Church, to proclaim  the hours o f prayer and praise, 
to honour God and the King, while by so doing we hold ourselves in 
readiness to sound forth  the glad tidings o f victory and peace. 

SUNDAY R IN G IN G  M AINTAIN ED.
It  is satisfactory to find that in most quarters in the diocese Sunday 

ringing has been maintained and Guild meetings held despite the 
difficulties o f the times. In some cases almost whole bands have been 
called to the colours, and naturally attendances at meetings have on 
the average been smaller, though the Dorchester Branch achieved a 
great success in a rally o f sixty to its annual meeting.

Peal ringing has quite properly been on a restricted scale, but the 
14 peals rung show some interesting features. A  peal o f Grandsire at 

(Continued on next page.)

SUSSEX C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA TIO N .
(Continued from  previous page.)

The Central Council representatives’ report was presented by Mr. 
F. H . Dallaway, who gave a  brief summary o f the proceedings and 
emphasised the successful social side o f the meeting.

New members were elected as follows : Hon. life  members, Messrs.
E. Lindup, W . Franks, C. T yler; non-resident members, Mr. and Mrs. 
Guy, Portsea.; ringing members, Messrs. J. G. Brewer, P . W alder, R. 
Stewart, C. W oods, D. Palmer and Mr. and Mrs. R . G. Cross.

The whole o f the officers were re-elected, and the m eeting expressed 
its thanks for their services.—The various officers briefly replied.

Under the heading o f ‘ any other business,’ the question o f an 
honorarium for  the general secretary was put forward and seconded.

The secretary thanked the proposer and seconder for  the thought 
which had prom pted the m otion, but declined to accept any sum. 
Nevertheless, the m otion was forced, but was lost.

The towers o f St. P eter’ s and St. Nicholas’ Churches were open for 
ringing from  3 p.m . to 8.15, and methods ranged from  rounds to 
Cambridge Royal.
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PEAL RINGING IN SA LISB U R Y D IO CESAN  GUILD.
(Continued from  previous page.)

W ootton Bassett, in which five o f the eight taking part rang their 
first peal and the conductor called his first o f Triples, bore signal 
testimony to the good work done in that district. T he peal o f Cam­
bridge Surprise at Trowbridge, which was the first o f Surprise for  half 
the band, was a  most creditable perform ance. A  peal on the great 
bells o f Sherborne A bbey is always a noteworthy event, and that rung 
on August 7th was rendered all the m ore so by  the fa ct that the 
conductor was a Lady. And the handbell peal rung at Mere by three 
members o f the N orth Dorset Branch was quite an historic feature— 
only the second recorded in the last 4b years! Here again a lady 
took part, and, as fa r  as we know, Mrs. Coward is the first lady to 
score a handbell peal for the Guild. The present restriction o f facili­
ties for  practice in  the tower should stimulate interest in the fine 
art o f handbell ringing.

A fter regretting the loss o f members by death and expressing 
thanks to the hon. members for their support and to  the officers for 
their good work courageously carried on in these difficult days, the 
hon. secretary said the new edition o f the Guild Office had been 
printed and was enriched by the inclusion o f an additional prayer and 
two fine hymns, for  one o f which they were indebted to the courtesy 
of the W inchester Diocesan Guild.

The Master (the Rev. R . H . Gundry), in his report, also referred 
to war’s effects on the activities o f the Guild. The loss o f the services 
o f members who had joined the Forces, the difficulty o f transport 
owing to  restriction o f petrol, and the black-out all m ade things 
difficult. H e hoped, however, that wherever possible ringing m ight 
be kept up, even if  it was no m ore than ordinary rounds. ‘ Do you 
remember the cause for which bells were often used in ancient times P’ 
he asked. ‘ It was to scare away evil spirits : there are a number 
o f these about just now, so do please do what you can to keep ringing 
going.’

The Master also said that last year he suggested it  would be nice to 
have a record of the members who had been ringers for  50 years and 
o f the peals they had rung, but only four members had so fa r  re­
sponded. He offered his congratulations to Mr. Hewlett, o f Puddle­
town, who had just retired at 80 years o f age after 64- years fc s ringer.

The following officers were ap p oin ted : Master o f the Guild, the 
Rev. C. C. Cox, Lym e R egis; hon. secretary and treasurer, the Rev.
F. Ll. Edwards; assistant hon. secretary, Mr. F. Green, Devizes; vice- 
presidents, the Rev. R . H . Gundry and Canon Peters; auditors, the 
Rev. R . E. G. Newman and Mr. W . H inks; members o f the com­
mittee, Canon Gorringe and Mr. E. Coward. Mr. W . Hewlett-, of 
Piddletown, who has been ringing fo r  60 years, was elected a life 
m ember o f the Guild.

On the m otion o f Mr. S. Hillier, it  was agreed that members serving 
with H.M . Forces should be  excused contributions fo r  the duration.

GRANTS.
Upon the question o f grants, the Master, secretary and Messrs. 

Phillips and Stewart were appointed as a committee to enquire into 
the condition o f the bells at Swanage, with a view to a grant being 
made.— It  was agreed to offer the W im bom e Branch a donation o f 
one guinea towards their proposal to  bind ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ for a 
period o f 25 years, to be  presented to W im bom e M inster.—It  was 
decided to inform  the incum bent o f W yke Regis that sym pathetic con­
sideration would be given to an application for  a grant for  the bells 
o f his church if  they procured additional estimates for  the work.

Thanks were accorded to Lord Shaftesbury for presiding, to the 
Archdeacon o f Sarum fo r  the use of the room, and to the incumbents 
o f the parishes in and around Salisbury for  the use o f their bells, on 
the m otion o f Canon E .-W . J. Hellins.

A t the service held at St. Thom as’ Church, the V icar (the Rev. P . J. 
Hayes) preached and a new edition o f the Guild office was used. The 
singing o f the hymns and National Anthem was led by a brass' quartet, 
consisting o f two com ets and two trombones. The lesson was read by 
the Rev. Dr. Hellins. A bout 100 members were present. Touches of 
Triples and M ajor were rung before and after the service. T ea  was 
subsequently served at the Church House.

ESSEX ASSO CIA TIO N .
SEVENTEEN TOW ERS REPRESENTED AT D ISTRIC T M EETING.

A m eeting o f the Northern Division o f the Essex Association took 
place at W itham  on Saturday, May 4tli, when 30 ringers attended 
from  the following 17 tow ers : W itham , Kelvedon, Halstead, Green- 
stead Green, Earls Colne, Bocking, Braintree, Dunmow, Feering, 
Springfield, W anstead, Colchester, Harwich, Maldon, Sible Hedingham 
Goldhanger and Kirbj^. A  service in the,Parish Church was conducted 
by the V icar (the Rev._ B. E. Payne), and was followed by tea in the 
Church Hall, the catering being ably undertaken by local ladies.

The business m eeting was presided over by  Mr. H . W . Smith (District 
Master), o f  Dunmow. Three new ringing members were elected : 
Messrs. D. H . Barker, A. Ruffle and J. H . Brett, of'-Sible Hedingham. 
Mr. Brown, o f Exning. was confirmed a life m ember o f the association.

It was agreed to hold the next m eeting at Felstead, if the bells are 
available, on July 6th.

The District Master expressed thanks to the V icar for the use o f 
the bells and for  the welcome the ringers had received, and also to 
the ladies for preparing^ the tea, including Miss Eyre, Mrs. Kidd and 
Mrs. Harte, who had kindly given some o f the provisions.

Several o f the members subsequently indulged in handbell ringing, 
whilst others returned to the tower.

NOTICES.
Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— A general meeting 

of the Yorkshire Association will be held at Huddersfield 
on Saturday, M ay 18th . The bells of the Parish Church 
(10) will be available from 1.3 0  p.m . to 4 .15  p .m ., Lind- 
ley (8 ), and Almondbury (8) , also available from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. All three rings available again after the meet­
ing until 9 p.m. General Committee meet at 3 p.m. in the 
schools. Service in the Parish Church at 4 .15  p .m ., fol­
lowed by tea (Is . 6d. per head) at the Princess C afe at 
5 p.m . All requiring sam e must notify M r. W . B . Frith, 
5 , Sufton St., B irkb y , Huddersfield. The general meeting 
will take place in the schools immediately afterw ards.—  
L. W . G. M orris, Gen. Sec., 65, Lilycroft Road, Heaton, 
Bradford.

L A D I E S ’ G U IL D  (Southern D istrict) and G U IL D ­
F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D  (Guildford D istrict). 
— A joint meeting will be held at W est Clandon on Satur­
day, M ay 18th . Bells (8 ) from 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
T ea to follow .— M iss H„ F . Mills and W . F . J .  Cope, 
Hon. Secs.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North Berks 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Abingdon 
on Saturday, M ay 18th. Service 3 .30  p.m'i T ea  4.30 p.m. 
— Albert E . L o ck , 3 5 , E a st St. Helen Street, Abingdon, 
B erks.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Canterbury D is­
trict.— A meeting will be held at St. Stephen’s, Canter­
bury, on Saturday, M ay 18th. Bells (8 ) available from
2.30. Service 4.30. Tea (Is. 3d. per head) and business 
meeting following service. St. D unstan’s bells (6) also 
available 2 .3 0  to 4 . 1 5 , and after meeting.-— B . J .  Luck, 
2 0 , Beaconsfield R oad, Canterbury.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Bolton Branch—  
The next meeting will be held at Deane, Bolton, on 
Saturday, M ay 18th . Bells available 2.30  p.m . Business 
4 p.m ., to make arrangem ents for the annual m eeting.—  
Peter Crook, Hon. Sec ., 203, Devonshire R oad, Bolton.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E S A N  
G U IL D .— Southampton D istrict.— M eeting at Dibden on 
Saturday, M ay 1 8 th. Bells from 2 .3 0  p.m. —  G. 
Pullinger, 1 7 , Stoke P ark  R oad , Bishopstoke, H ants.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
— Chew D eanery Branch.— A practice meeting will be 
held at Burrington on Saturday, M ay 18th. Bells avail­
able from 5 o ’clock. All ringers welcome.— Percy G. 
Y eo , Lon g Ashton.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  
LO N D O N  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D is­
trict.— A meeting will be held at S t. George-in-the-East 
Church, Cannon S t . Rd., E . l ,  on Saturday, M ay 18th. 
Bells from 3 p.m. Service at 5 p.m. Handbells will be 
available. Penny fare from A ldgate, Mansion House or 
Monument on buses N os. 5 , 1 5 , 23  or 40 , and tram s 
N os. 65 or 67 (eastbound services).— T . J .  Lock, Hon. 
D is. Sec.

E A S T  G R IN S T E A D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D .— A 
meeting will be held at Craw ley on Saturday, M ay 18th. 
The eight bells will be available from  3 p.m . —  C. A .
R q  c c p f f  AcQIQ'f" Vpp

S H E R W O O D  'Y O U T H S , N O T T IN G H A M .— M eeting 
at C otgrave, M ay 18th, 3  p.m . L e w is ’ bus 2.20  and 2.50 
from bus station. All ringers welcome.— I. B . Thomp­
son, 52, Lace Street, Nottingham .
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L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— M anchester Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Gorton Unitarian on 
Saturday, M ay 18th . Tow er open at 3.30  p.m . M em­
bers and non-members are cordially invited.— Joseph Hi 
Ridyard, Branch Sec.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— W irral Branch—  
A meeting will be held at Brom borough (8 bells) on 
Saturday, M ay 18th . Tow er open at 3  o ’clock. Service 
at 5 .30  p.m. T e a  and meeting afterw ards.— H arry  S . 
Brocklebank, Hon. Sec.

W A R W IC K S H IR E  G U IL D .— The next meeting is to 
take place at Church Law ford , near R ugby, on Saturday, 
M ay 18th. Bells (6  ̂ available during afternoon and 
evening. T ea at the W hite Lion at 5 o ’clock.— D . E , 
Beam ish, Gen. Hon. Sec ., 2 1 ,  G ipsy Lane, Nuneaton.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W estern 
D istrict.— The next meeting has been arranged for M ay 
18th at Northchurch. Bells (8 ) , a  good peal, available 
from 3  p.m. Short service at 4.45, followed by tea and 
meeting. Let us have a good meeting. —  W . Ayre, 
Leverstock Green.

H E R T S  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Saturday, M ay 
:18 th. M eeting at L an gley  B ury, Hunton Biridge (6 
bells). Bells open from 3 .3 0  till 7 .3 0 . T ea, 5 .3 0 , F a rr ie rs ’ 
Arm s T ea Room s. Excellent bus service to church from 
all parts.— C. H . Horton, 5 3 , Aldenham Road, Bushey. 
C ity 4 27 0 .

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
— Bath Branch — A meeting at Bathford on M ay 18 th. 
U sual arrangements.-—T . T . W oodburn, Hon. Sec.

A N C IE N T  S O C I'E T Y  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S . —  
The next meeting will be held at Headquarters on T ues­
day, M ay 2 1  st, at 8 p.m .— A . B . Peck, Hon. Sec.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern D istrict. 
-—T h e next meeting will be held at Banstead on Satur­
day, M ay 25th. Bells (8 ) available from 3  p.m ., and 
again  in the evening until 8.30. Service 5 p.m . Tea, 
with business meeting following, at the M em orial C afe 
at 5.30 . Notifications for tea should be sent to Mr. F . G. 
W oodiss, 28, Strathearn R oad, Sutton, by W ednesday, 
M ay 22nd. All ringers welcom e.— G. W . M assey, Hon. 
D is. Sec., 17 3 , Coverts Road, C laygate, Surrey.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Burton 
D istrict.— The next meeting will -be held at Appleby 
M agna on Saturday, M ay 25th. Bells (6 ) ready at 3 
p.m . T ea 4.45, only for those w ho notify me by T hurs­
day, M ay 23rd. Everybody welcome. Look up your 
M inor methods.— J .  W . Cotton, O verseal, Burton-on- 
Trent.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Fylde Branch— A 
meeting will be held at Kirkham  Parish Church on Satur­
day, Majr 25th. Bells ready 3 p.m. M eeting at 5 .30 .—  
C. Sharpies, Branch Secretary.

E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Hunts Branch. 
— A meeting will be held at St. Ives on Saturday, M ay 
2 5 th. Bells (8) available 3 p.m. U sual arrangem ents. 
Please note, no cards will be sent out, ow ing to increased 
postal changes. —• PI. J .  P arker, D is. Sec., Great 
Staughton.

H A W K P IU R S T  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D .— A meet­
ing will be held at W adhurst on Saturday, M ay 25 th. 
P lease m ake an effort to attend and help to encourage 
the local band, w ho have just started change ringing. 
P lease notify M r. C . Bassett, 3 , Pendrill Place, W ad ­
hurst, re tea.— J .  G- Powell, Hon. Sec., H aw khurst.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N — Blackburn Branch. 
— The next meeting will be held at Oswaldtwistle on Sat­
urday, M ay 2 5 th. Bells available 3  p.m ., meeting 6.30 
p.m. Everybody welcome. Reports to hand. Subscrip­
tions due.— F . Hindle, Branch Sec.

N O R W IC H  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N  (South 
N orfolk Branch) A N D  T H E  S U F F O L K  G U IL D  (Eye 
District).— A joint meeting will be held at D iss, Nor­
folk, on Saturday, M ay 2 5th. Bells : D iss (8) and Pal- 
g ra ve  (8) available afternoon and.evening from 2 .30  p.m. 
Service 4 .30  p.m. in D iss Church. Preacher : R ev. J .  
A. Appleton, M .A . Tea and meeting at the W averley 
Hotel 5 p.m . Please send number for tea by W ednes­
day, M ay 2 2nd, to R oy Nelthorpe, W attisfield, near 
D iss, or Albert G. H arrison, go, Denm ark Street, Diss, 
Hon. Secs.

N O R T H  N O T T S . A S S O C IA T IO N — The annual 
meeting will be held at Retford on Saturday, M ay 2 5th. 
It is m ost important that I should have cards for tea by 
M ay 2 2 nd.— R . Tow ler, 6g, Ordsall Road, Retford.

H E R T S  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Eastern D is­
trict.— A meeting will be held at Bennington on Satur­
day, M ay 2 5th. Bells ready at 2 .30  p .m .— A . Lawrence, 
D is. Sec., 6 , W est Goldings, Hatfield.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .^ R o c h d a le  Branch. 
— N ext meeting will be held at Balderstone on Saturday, 
M ay 2 5 th. A  good attendance requested. Everyone 
welcome. P lease note, subscriptions due. Reports to 
hand.— Ivan K ay , Branch Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — Northern
District. —  A  meeting will be held on Saturday, May 
2 5 th, at S t. M ary ’s Parish  Church, Leyton. Bells from 
3 p.m. T ea can be obtained nearby. Handbells avail­
able. —  C. A . H ughes, g2 , Stanley Road, Woodford, 
E . 1 8 .

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Joint 
meeting, both districts. Ruislip , M ay 25 th. Bells 3 to 
5 p.m . Service 5 p.m . T ea, Church Room , 5 .30  p.m. 
Pinner bells 7  to g p.m .— J .  E . Lew is Cockey and T . J. 
Lock Sees

S A L IS B U R Y  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  W est Dorset 
Branch.— A  meeting will be held at Bradpole on Satur­
day, M ay 2 5 th. Bells (8) available at 3 p.m. Service at
4 .3 0 , followed by m eeting.— C. H . Lathey, Hon. Sec.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Luton Dis­
trict.— A  special meeting will be held at Toddington on 
Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. Bells (8) available from 3 p.m. 
Those requiring tea must notify M r. W . Bottrill, Sow 
and P ig s  Hotel, Toddington (Tel. 2 1 4 I by Thursday, May 
2 3 rd. Learners specially invited.— E . A . Belson, Dis. 
Sec., 7 , Queen Street, Leighton Buzzard. ’

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Lough­
borough D istrict. —  The next meeting will be held at 
Shepshed on Saturday, M ay 25 th. Bells available from 
3 p.m. Service at 4 .4 5 . Tea, is . each, at Charnwood 
Caf£, at 5 p.m ., followed by meeting. Please notify me 
by W ednesday previous if you require tea. —  A . E . 
Rowley, Hon. Sec., Hyom , Penistone Street, Ibstock.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D — Chertsey D is­
trict.— The next meeting will be held at Ottershaw, near 
Chertsey, on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. Bells (6) available 3 
p.m. Service 4 . 1 5  p.m . T e a  5 p.m. T ea can only be 
arranged for those who notify me by W ednesday, May 
22 nd. All ringers welcome. It is hoped that all who 
can will turn up.— F . E . Hawthorne, 3g, Queen’s Road, 
Tham es Ditton.
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B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N .
  Ilchester Deanery B ranch.— A  meeting w ill be held at
W est Coker on Saturday, M ay 25 th. Service at 4 .30 . 
T ea  and meeting to follow. Those requiring tea should 
o-ive notice early.— F . F arran t, M artock.
& O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— V .W .H . Branch.—  
The annual meeting will be held at Faringdon on Satur­
day, M ay 2 5 th. Bells (8) available at 2 .3 0 . Service
4 .3 0 . Those requiring tea please notify not later than 
Thursday, M ay 2 3 rd.— R . Gilling, Hon. Sec ., Fernham , 
Faringdon, Berks.

L E E D S  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The next 
meeting will be held at Guiseley on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. 
Bells available from 3 p.m. U sual arrangem ents.— H. 
Lofthouse, Hon. Sec ., 82 W ortley Road, Arm ley, Leeds 
1 2 .

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch. 
—-The annual meeting will be held at Lincoln on Satur­
day, M ay 25 th. Service at S t. G iles’ at 4 . 1 5  p.m. T ea 
and meeting in Church Room  5 p.m. A  moderate charge 
will be made for tea to non-members. Please bring 
your own sugar. It is most important that those re­
quiring tea should notify M r. H . M arcon, 269 , W ragb y 
Road, by the W ednesday previous. St. G iles’ bells (8) 
will be available from 2 p.m . and Cathedral ( 1 2 ) after 
the meeting.— J .  B ray , Hon. Sec.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Chester Branch.—  
A meeting will be held at Aldford on Saturday, M ay 
25 th. R in gin g from 3 p.m . Service 4 .30  p.m . Tea 
will be provided for those who notify me not later than 
the previous Thursday. —  J .  W . C larke, Mollington, 
Chester.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O ­
C IA T IO N .— A combined meeting of the W otton-under- 
Edge, B risto l R ural and B risto l C ity branches, will be 
held at D ursley on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. B ells  (8) avail­
able from 3 p.m . T ea  and meeting 4 .30 . Serv ice  6 p.m. 
A  coach will leave S t. Stephen’ s, B risto l, at 2 p.m. (4/3 per 
head) provided numbers are sufficient, otherwise buses from 
Centre at 1 and 3 p.m . It is essential to give notice for 
coach.— A . T ay lo r, 5 , Addison Road, Bristol 3 .

E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  W isbech 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at W isbech 
on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th. Bells (10 ) available at 3 p.m. 
Service at 4 .3 0 . No arrang-ements made for tea, but 
ample facilities available. A  good attendance is re­
quested for this, our first war-tim e m eeting.— W . W . 
Cousins, D is. Sec., Terrington St. John, W isbech.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Maidstone D is­
trict.— A by-meeting will be held at C haring on Satur­
day, M ay 2 5th. Tow er open 3 o ’clock. Service 4 .3 0 . 
Tea at 5 at the Chestnut T ea Room s, at is . 2 d. per head. 
Please drop a card before Thursday, M ay 2 3 rd, to Mr. 
Good, The Garden, Charing.— C. H . Sone, Hon. D is. 
Sec.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  
Chippenham Branch.— H alf-yearly meeting at S t. P au l’ s, 
Chippenham, on Saturday, M ay 2 5 th, at 3 p.m. St. 
Andrew’s also open. Intending visitors notify by the 
2 3 rd-— F . W . M errett, Branch Hon. Sec ., 3 8 , Downing 
Street, Chippenham, W ilts.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  St. 
Albans District. —  N ext meeting will be held at St. 
M ary ’s Church in North Mimms P ark  on Saturday, M ay 
25 th. Bells (8) from 3 p.m. Service at 4 . T ea  at
Churchyard Cottage, 
ments. The 2 .3 8 'p .m .

5-
Post cards .w ill help 
bus from St. Albans

park gates. Learners, turn up, you will be encouraged.. 
A ll tastes catered for from Rounds to Surprise.— I i .  J .  
Hazell, D is. Sec ., 1 5 , K in g ’s Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

D E V O N  G U IL D .— E xeter Branch.— A meeting .will 
be held at Broadclyst on Saturday, M ay 25th. Service
4.30. T ea at 5 o ’clock, is .  each. Bells (8 ) from 2.30 
p.m. Bands and visitors please notify me by M ay 18th .—  
,W . H . Howe, Hon. Sec ., 8 , Courtenay Road, Exeter.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Ashford D istrict. 
— A  meeting w ill be held at N ew  Rom ney on Saturday, 
Ju n e 1 st. Bells from  2 .3 0 . Service 4 .3 0 , followed by 
tea and business meeting. Please notify for tea by W ed­
nesday, M ay 29th.— P. P ag e, n o , Canterbury Road, 
Kennington, Ashford, Kent.

L A D I E S ’ R IN G IN G  G U IL D  (South Midland District) 
A N D  P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D  (Daven­
try Branch).— A  combined meeting- of the above will be 
held at D aventry on Saturday, June 1 st. W ill those 
w ishing to stay for tea please notify M rs. Powell, S taver­
ton V icarage, D aventry, by M ay 28 th? No sugar pro­
vided. —  M iss F . H art, W eston-by-W elland, M arket 
Harborough.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N orth-Eastern D ivision.—  
A  meeting will be held at K irby-le-Soken on Saturday, 
Jun e 1 st. Bells (8) available from  2 p.m . till 9 p.m. 
Service at 4 .3 0  p .m ., followed by tea at the Church Flail. 
T e a  can only be provided for those who send in their 
names to the district secretary by Tuesday m orning, M ay 
28 th.— L. W right, Hon. D is. Sec.

D E V O N S H IR E  G U IL D . —  Aylesbeare Deanery 
B ranch.— The next meeting will be held at W ithycom be 
R aleigh  on Saturday, June 1 st. Bells (8) 2 .3 0 . Service
4 .3 0 . T ea, 5 , is . each. M eeting to follow. W ill those 
requiring tea please notify me not later than Monday, 
M ay 2 7 th?— !R. B rook, Flon. Sec ., 3 , Greatwood T er­
race, Topsham .

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-W estern D ivision.—  
T h e next meeting wiil be held at Stam ford-le-H ope on 
Saturday, Jun e 1 st. B e lls  (8) available from 3 p.m . 
Service 4 .3 0 . T e a  to follow. It is essential that I shall 
have numbers for tea by first post W ednesday, M ay 29 th. 
— J .  H . Crampion, Hon. D is. Sec ., 7 , Cedar Avenue, 
Chadwell Heath.

C H A N G E  O F A D D R E S S .=—The address of M r. F . 
Seager is now 1 4 , S t. L u k e ’ s Crescent, Leeds 1 1 .

S I T U A T I O N S  V A C A N T .
G A R D E N E R  A N D  P A R IS H  C L E R K  W A N T E D .—  

G la s s ; eight b e lls ; all methods. —  D rake, Ufford R ec­
tory1, W  oodbridge.   -----

A P A R T M E N T S .
L L A N D U D N O , N O R T H  W A L E S .— Superior board- 

residence or bed and b reak fast; 2 minutes sea, tennis 
courts, bowling green and park. —  M rs. Brown, Avon- 
holm, 2 4 , Queen’s R oad. Telephone 6965 .

arrange- 
stops at

T H E R I N G E R S ’
by E. S. and M.

H A N D B O O K
POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P rice :— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition 6ewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-) .
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V ic a ra g e , n ear D aven try .
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.

From th« Hon. Librarian.
Mr. W. H. J. HOOTON, Homefield, Bilton Grange, near Rugby.

a. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-Bell Treble

Dom inated Methods) ...........   9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section II. (Plain B ob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..........................................................    9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
COLLECTION OF P L A IN  M AJOR AN D CATER M ETHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TR IPLES METHODS ..................................... 1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY ........... (Out o f Print)
REPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ............................... 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ......... . ..................................................  ... ...   ’1 1
ON THE PRESERVATION  OF BELLS ................... (Out o f Print)
M ETHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ................... ... 2

H IN TS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................... 2
VA R IAT IO N  AND TRAN SPOSITION  ............................  ...........  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND M INOR METHODS (New

Edition) .................................................................................................. 2  O

T h e  J asp er S n o w d o n  S eries
R E VISE D  PRICES.

4 R O PE-SIG H T,’ Is. lO d .; ninth edition; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* G RAN D SIRE,* 2s. lO d.; second edition ; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bellp, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

4 STAN D AR D  M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
4 STED M AN ,’ 2s. lOd.—N O W  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by 

J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.
‘ TREBLE B O B ,* Is . lO d.; second edition ; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SURPRISE M ETHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P. 

Davies, M .A., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f postal order, f r o m

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancs
P U B L I C A T I O N S .

‘ G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S  A N D  T R IP L E S , Simply 
E xp lain ed ,’ 9 th thousand, 6 Jd . each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. B y  I. R oe and M . Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

‘ B O B  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R , Sim ply E xp lain ed ,’ and 
thousand. F o r Beginners on 6  bells. Sam e price and 
address as above.

‘ C A M B R ID G E  M IN O R  A N D  M A JO R ,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. y |d . each, 
6s. gd. dozen, post free. From  M. Broom e, Orchards, 
W onersh, Surrey.

ALFRED B0WELL,
I P S W I C H

BELL ROPES
M ADE FROM  IT A LIA N  HEM P, O R IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND PLIA BLE  IN  H AN D . ALL ROPES SENT 

C ARRIAG E P A ID  AN D ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 205.

DAVID M AXO N. ROPE W0RK8, GRANTHAM

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETOHINC
E st. 1 8 2 0    Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R op es n o w , b e fo r e  p ric es  in c re a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u a lity , and  se n d  us y o u r  o ld  Bell R op es  

fo r  re p a ir s  w h ils t  n o t  in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

S u ita b le  fo r  P r e s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G i f t

C o r r e c t ly  M o d e lle d  B E L L  IN K STAN D  g s g j  in  S o l id  S ilv e r

D ia m e te r  2 iin  2 }in , 3 iin . S iin , 4in . 4 iin . Sin. 5tfn .
P r ic e  18/8 22/8 2 8 /6  3 3 /6  4 2 /-  5 2 /6  .6 7 /6  7 8 /6

T h e  6in. s ize  is  a lso  m a d e  t o  h o ld  50 c ig a re tte s .

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T .E . R U S S E L L  and Optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

Printed for  the Proprietor bv  the W oodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild­
ford , and Published by the Holla House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams
Buildings, London, E .0.4.


