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SOCIAL EVENTS.
It has been decided to hold the Henry Johnson Com

memoration Dinner at Birm ingham  this year as usual. 
The news will be welcomed by those who feel that, as far 
as possible, the wheels of the Exercise shall be kept turn
ing, and following, as it w ill, upon the dinner at Bristol 
to-morrow, and other sim ilar events elsewhere, it is en
couraging to think that ringers are able to relax for a few 
hours from the strain which inevitably must be constantly 
borne in these anxious days. Festivities must, obviously, 
be more restrained, but there is no reason why old friends 
should not seize an opportunity to meet once more, and to 
honour a memory so great as that which preserves the 
name of Henry Johnson. Indeed, at a time like this, 
the celebration has, we think, a special significance. In 
events such as this, and the Bristol United R in gin g Guilds’ 
gathering to-morrow, it is not the festivities themselves 
that m a tter; it is the feeling of friendship which prompts 
these functions, and the atmosphere of comradeship and 
goodwill that pervades the gatherings that really makes 
them valuable. They are occasions which reflect the 
spirit of the Exercise and, as such, serve a most useful 
purpose. In these disturbed days, however, they also mark 
a determination to carry on in the face of adversity ; they 
show a confidence which is an encouragement to the 
w averers and should be a tonic to the pessim ists. If there 
should be any lack of numbers it will not be through want 
of enthusiasm, but rather due to the conditions of the 
times, which have imposed a black-out and curtailed 
transport. It  m ay happen that the course of the w ar 
may m ake it impossible to hold these gatherings for a 
period in the future, but for our part we welcome the in
tention of those responsible for the dinners this year. 
W e, in this country, have not yet felt the brunt of the 
conflict, and it will be time enough to suspend activities 
when that course is forced upon us. In the meantime 
everything that reason and prudence suggest should be 
done to maintain the life of the E xercise and keep the 
w ay open for a full resumption of activities as quickly as 
circumstances permit.

The Johnson dinner holds a place of special importance. 
It is a national event, as well as being alw ays one of the 
most enjoyable of all the social functions of this kind or
ganised by ringers for ringers. The dinner originated 
from a celebration arranged by the late S ir Arthur Hey- 
wood to honour Johnson in his lifetime. This w as on the 
occasion of Joh nson ’s eightieth birthday, and the old man 
did not live to see another anniversary. Earlier than this 
his personal friends had more than once celebrated his 

(Continued on page 26.)



26 T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D . January 19th, 1940.

WM. POTTS & SONS LTD.
(E S T A B L ISH E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS
M aKers o f  m any o f  the largest an d  m ost im p orta n t C lo c k s  

in  the W orld .
C L O C K S  R E P A IR E D  A N D  D IA L S  R E S T O R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD CLOCK WORKS,’
B a n k f ie ld  T e r r a c e ,  B u r le y , Leeds.

And a t  9 , Adelphi Cham ber's, S h ak esp eare  S t , 
N e w c a stle -o n -T y n e , 

and 9 6 , C arver S tr e e t , M oorh ead , Sheffield.

T H E  R IN G E R ’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud fo r  B uttonhole, 

B rooch  or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved 

—as Illustration.
9Ct. H A L L M ARKED GOLD . .  45/-
H A L L  M ARKED S IL V E R  . .  7/6
G IL T  OR W H ITE M ET A L . .  4/-
Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved on the reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

GEO. STAGEY, S S , 1 "
6, PARK ST., MINEHEAD, SOMERSET

METHOD SPLICING
The Newest and Most Interesting  
Development of Change Ringing

Study this latest phase of the Art 
and learn how to practise it.

The System  is fully explained in 
‘ METHOD SPLICING,’ price 1/3 (post free) 

from ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ Office, 
LOW ER PYRFORD ROAD, W OKING.

ESTABLISHED 1 7 6 0

JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

M anufacturer ,

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13
Late of BERM ONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Im perial Insti
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter
borough, M elbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick ’s, 

Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, R inging M ats, M atting, F la g  Lines, etc., etc.

birthday with peal and feast, but it w as S ir Arthur Hey- 
wood whose influence raised the event to one of national 
interest, and ever since the year 1889 the occasion has 
drawn together in Birm ingham  a representative gathering 
of ringers. F ew  there are now who can remember Henry 
Johnson in the flesh, but his memory remains, and while 
in these days, perhaps, the sceptical m ay say it is only 
an excuse for holding the dinner, yet the fact remains 
that the spirit of H enry Johnson is not lost in B irm ing
ham. H e left his impress on St. M artin ’s Society, and 
the influence of high endeavour which he exerted has 
animated the men that have followed him. The same 
spirit is more necessary now than ever, and for this 
reason the holding of the commemoration dinner in this 
first year of the w ar should be a reminder to all who need 
such prompting, that the future of ringing depends upon 
the service they g ive  to-day.

ST, M ARY LE TOW ER SOCIETY.
W A R  IN TER RU PTS SUCCESSFUL Y E A R  AT IPSW ICH .

The annual meeting o f St. Mary-le-Tower Society, Ipswich, was held 
on Sunday, January 7th, there being now no practice on Tuesday 
evenings.

B efore commencing the business the company stood in silence for 
a few moments, on the recom m endation o f the chairman, to the 
memory o f the late Mr. Ernest F. P oppy, a highly esteemed member 
o f the society.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Master, 
Charles J. Sedgley; Deputy Master, W illiam  Tillett. All the other 
officers were re-elected en bloc.

The Secretary, in his report, stated that during the eight months 
to the end o f August seven peals were rung on St. Mary-le-Tower 
bells, viz., three o f Cambridge Surprise Maximus, two of York Sur
prise Maximus, one o f Superlative Surprise Maximus and one of 
Stedman Cinques. (They totalled 36,687 changes. In  addition there 
were rung courses o f Surprise Maximus, Cambridge (20), Superlative 
(12), Y ork  (15), Bedford (4) and New Cambridge (3), and touches 
o f Duffield and Forward Maximus, making 28,800 changes o f Maximus. 
There were also 4,213 changes o f Stedm an and Grandsire Cinques, 
24 courses o f Y ork  Surprise Royal, 15 of Cambridge, five o f Bedford 
and 2,520 changes in other Royal methods (a  total of 18,360 changes 
o f Royal), 4,304 changes o f Surprise and other M ajor methods, and 
2,758 changes o f Grandsire and Stedman Triples. The aggregate 
number o f changes rung during this period was thus 95,122, not in
cluding failures in peals and touches.

Commenting on Y ork  Surprise Maximus, the Hon. Secretary said 
the fact that the first course was rung on January 10th and the first 
peal on February 11th showed what an easy m ethod it was to ring. 
I t  had t-lii advantage o f being m ore musical than other Surprise 
methods, excepting those with extending leads at bobs. On July 30th 
the first course o f Bedford Surprise Maximus was rung, and on August 
5th the second peal o f Y ork  Surprise Maximus was accomplished. In 
addition to the peals at St. M ary-le-Tower, a peal of London Surprise 
M ajor was rung at Ufford, Suffolk, conducted by  F. W . Rogers, 5,088 
Double Norwich Court Bob M ajor a t Hollesley, Suffolk, conducted by
C. J. Sedgley (the first in the m ethod on the bells), and a  peal of 
Cam bridge Surprise Maximus at Great Yarm outh on August Bank 
Holiday, conducted by  C. J . Sedgley.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
MEETING OF THE D E R B Y  D ISTR IC T.

The annual general meeting o f the Derby District was held at St 
Andrew’s, Derby, on Saturday last. The bells were available for  ring
ing from  2 to 4 p.m. only, owing to police restrictions, and this fact 
probably affected the attendance, which was below the average. The 
methods rung were Cambridge Minor, Stedman Triples, Kent Royal, 
Double Norwich, Cambridge M ajor, Grandsire Caters and Stedman 
Caters.

A t the business meeting which followed, Mr. Jack Bailey was re
elected chairman, Mr. W illiam  Lancaster re-elected secretary and Mr. 
James P agett and Mr. W ilfred  Buxton elected to serve on the 
committee.

I t  was decided to hold the next monthly m eeting at Duffield on 
February 10th. Votes o f thanks to the officials for their services 
during the past year were m oved by Mr. S. W alklate, seconded by 
Mr. Ben Barker and carried unanimously. The officials replied, saying 
they would continue to give o f their best. The secretary moved a 
very hearty vote o f thanks to the V icar for the use o f the hells and 
to Mr. Charlie H art, a veteran o f St. Andrew’s band, for  having all 
in readiness. Short touches on handbells brought the m eeting to a 
close
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EIGHT BELL PEALS.
M ILN RO W , LAN CASH IRE.

TH E  L A N CA SH IR E ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and F ifty-F ive Minutes, 

A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h u r c h ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R ,  508S C H A N G E S ;  

T en or i 8| cwt.
' D e n n is  H o l l o s   Treble

H a r o l d  H a m e r .......................  2
Jo h n  M e a d o w c r o f t , ju n . 3
F r a n k  R e y n o l d s  ................. 4

C om p osed  by  A . C r a v e n .
First peal in the method.

S k l w y n  H . D b a r d e n   5
I v a n  K a y  .................................  6
H a r r y  B y r o m  .......................  7
A l b e r t  B u c k l e y ........................Tencr

C onducted by H a r r y  B y r o m . 
First peal o f M ajor as conductor. 

Arranged and rung as a farewell peal to the conductor, who was 
leaving to join H is M ajesty’s Navy.

HERSHAM , SU RR EY .
TH E G U ILDFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD.

(C h e r t s b y  D is t r ic t .)
On Saturday, January 13, 1940, in Three Hours,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P e t e r .
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v e - p a r t .
E r n e s t  M o r e y ..............

• E d w a r d  A r m s t r o n g . . .  
J oh n  B. H e s s b y  

'H e r b e r t  C o lc o m b e . . .

T en or 8 cwt, 
T G e o r g e  C u r t is  ...
{ E d w a r d  C o l c o m b e  

W il l ia m  S im m o n d s  
H e r b e r t  B a t t y . . .

— 5
... 6 
. . .  7 
...Tenor

.Treble
:. 2

• 3
,. 4

C onducted b y  W il l ia m  S im m o n d s .
* First peal o f Triples on a working bell, f  F irst peal. { First 

peal o f Triples. First peal o f Grandsire as conductor. This is the 
first, peal ill the district by resident Chertsey District members.

HANDBELL PEALS.
B R A IN T R E E , E S S E X .

TH E  ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Four Minutes, 

A t  19, H o w a r d  R o a d ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S ;

Tenor size 15 in  C.
C h r is t o p h e r  W . W o o l l e y  1-2 I L e w is  W . W if f e n  ............... 5-6
B a s il  R b d g w e l l .......................  3-4 | A l b e r t  W i f f b n ......................... 7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  W . A y r b . C o n d u cte d  b y  C . W . W o o l l e y .
B U R T O N -O N -S T A T H E R , L IN C O L N S H IR E .

THE LIN CO LN  DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 6, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty-Three Minutes, 

A t  T r e n t w o o d ,
A  P E A L  O F  B O B  M A J O R ,  5056 C H A N G E S |

M r s . J. B r a y  ........................ 1-2 I Jack B r a y  ...............................  5-6
R u p e r t  R i c h a r d s o n   3-4 | M r s . R . R i c h a r d s o n   7-8

C o m p o s e d  b y  F . B e n n e t t . C o n d u c te d  b y  R . R ic h a r d s o n .
M A R P L E , C H E S H IR E .

TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, January 7, 1940, in Two Hours and Eight Minutes,

I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,
A P E A L  O F BOB M IN O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

Being seven extents called differently. Tenor size 14 in D.
Jo c e l y n  B . G a r d in e r  . . .  1-2 | C . K e n n e t h  L e w is  .............. 3-4

I v a n  B . G a r d in e r  .............. 5-6
C o n d u c te d  b y  C . K e n n e t h  L e w i s .

M ARPLE, CHESHIRE.
TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sunday, January 14, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty-Tw o Minutes,
I n t h e  B e l f r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B M A J O R ,  5072 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 15 in O.

•Jo h n  A n t h o n y  B e a u m o n t  1-2 | C . K e n n e t h  L e w is  .............  5-6
Jo c e l y n  B G a r d in e r  . . .  3-4 | I v An B . G a r d in e r  .............. 7-8

C o m p o s e d  and C o n d u cte d  b y  C . K e n n e t h  L e w i s .
* First peal o f M ajor. First peal o f M ajor ‘ in hand ’ by all the 

band. First peal in the method as conductor. This composition is 
now rung for the first time. Rung for the wedding o f Mr. H . B. 
Adshead. o f Dulwich, to Miss M. H. Gordon, which took place on tile 
8th inst.

THE N.U.T.S. OUT AGAIN.
V ISIT  TO O X FO RD SH IRE AND BER K SH IRE  TOW ERS.

A fter a long enforced idleness, the opportunity occurred on Boxing 
Day for a limited return to activity by some or the members o f the 
National Union o f Tower Snatchers who had taken part in the long 
summer tours by cycle. The mode o f transport this time was, how
ever, different. M obile units were employed, as the cycling range 
from  London had by now been ‘ wiped off the m ap /

It  had been planned to start at Aston Rowant, Oxon, but news 
that these bells were unringable led the party of live, in a four
seater car from  Uxbridge, to proceed to the neighbouring village of 
Chinnor. The Rector readily granted permission to ring, but the 
ringing was limited to the back five, as the sixth m ember o f the 
party, Bill Stote, o f Coventry, had not heard of the change o f pro
gramme. However, it must have made the villagers 6it up and take 
notice, for it was learnt that the bells had not been rung up for a 
year.

Lewknor was the next p ort o f call, and while the ambassador, the 
Rev. K. C. Davis, o f Bristol, visited a large house that looked like 
the Vicarage, the rest had a look round the church. The visits were, 
however, unsuccessful as far as ringing was concerned, for it trans
pired that the Vicar actually lived in the next village, while, of the 
five bells in the tower, two were found to be without ropes. All that 
had been gained by the visit was a glass o f ‘ something warm ’ for 
the ambassador!

Other towers on the program m e had been successfully booked, and 
the first of these, Iffley, was reached at the scheduled time of noon. 
The visit to  this out-of-the-way village would have been well worth 
while without the ringing, for the church is a real gem, being almost 
wholly o f unspoilt Norman work with a fine central tower. After a 
thorough inspection o f the building, the tourists climbed the tower 
and rang Cambridge and Plain Bob on the medium-weight peal of 
six, while Bill concluded with a hymn tune on the chiming apparatus.

I t  was decided to go on to the next calling place before stopping 
for lunch, and after a long detour of Oxford under the misguidance 
o f those who should have known better, the village o f Marston was 
eventually reached. Here a suitable place ‘ within the meaning o f the 
act * was found "without difficulty, and ‘ light refreshments ’ were soon 
disposed of. B y  1.30 p.m . the party were at the little Parish Church, 
and soon the pleasant light peal o f five were sending out their Christ
mas peal, as the Vicar described it when he came in to see the 
visitors. Apparently the bells had not been rung since one o f the 
other branches o f the N .U .T .S . had m ade an excursion to the church 
on cycles some months previously. In  fact, the V icar thought it  was 
the same band paying a second visit, but he evidently didn’t  know 
the rules!

W olverton was the next stopping place, and here there was again a 
welcome by the Vicar. Cambridge and Kent were rung on this light six 
(tenor cwt.) before heading for the city, to visit St. Cross’ , Holywell, 
to ring Oxford and Plain Bob on the pleasant peal of six. Ringing 
at this ancient church takes place under rather unusual conditions, the 
ropes coming down- im mediately inside the main west door, while the 
circle is open to the church on three sides.

The fine heavy six at Cumnor, Berks, was the last peal booked for 
the day and the party were augmented on arrival by the Rev. M. 
Melville, who had come on after a peal a t Sutton Courtenay. The 
downstair ringing chamber was found to be pitch dark and the hang
ing oil lamp was brought into use. The weird shadows thrown by 
this, and the fact that only the lower parts o f the ringers opposite 
were visible, due to the huge home-made hood on the light, must 
have put the ringers off their stroke, for i€  took three attempts to 
knock off a course o f Cambridge. I t  was well past four o ’ clock when 
ringing finished and the visitors began to consider their next move.

The close proxim ity o f the ten-hell tower o f Appleton decided the 
issue, but they were unlucky, for though they claimed to have sufficient 
influence among the company do do most things, there proved a limit 
to the abilities o f the party. N ot only was it by  now past black-out 
time, but the bells o f this famous tower had hardly been rung since 
war started, so the hour seemed hardly opportune to break the silence 
o f the peaceful village.

Thus there was nothing for it  but to close down at an hour when 
norm ally things would just be getting warmed up, and hope for better 
times iri the New Year, when cycles are likely to come into their own 
again as the method of transport. Unfortunately, though, much is 
likely to depend on Mr. H itler. R . D.

C O N G R A T U LA T IO N S ON A ST O N  B R O A D C A ST .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— Congratulations to the Sunday service band at Aston 
Parish Church, who broadcast excellent twelve-bell ringing previous 
to the 9.30 a.m. service on Sunday morning, December 24th. I t  was 
a very pleasant surprise, as there had been no announcement in ‘ The 
Radio Times ’ or public Press, and I  find the Aston band were in
form ed they could ring for this service almost at the last moment. 
The touch, a bob course o f Grandsire Cinques, was rung by F. Price 1, 
A. Short 2, G. Swann 3, R . Shepherd 4. G. Mitcliieson 5, R . Ingram 
6 , W . Pettigrew 7, W . Best 8 , F. Rishworth 9, A. Rainey 10, W . 
Davies 11, A. Pettigrew 12.

ALBERT W ALKER.
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ST. MARTIN’S GUILD.
JOHNSON D IN N E R TO BE H ELD.

The annual meeting o f St. M artin’s Guild for  the Diocese of Bir
mingham was held at headquarters, the Tamworth Arms, M oor Street, 
on Saturday, January 6tli. The tower o f St. M artin’s having Deen 
effectively blacked out, ringing was perm itted from  5 p.m . to 6 p .m ., 
during which time several good touches were brought round, including 
three courses o f Stedman Cinques.

In  the absence of the Master, Alderman J. S. Pritchett, the vice- 
president, Mr. Albert W alker, occupied the chair at the business meet
ing. Apologies for absence were announced from  the Master, 
Councillor A. Paddon Smith, Messrs. E. T. Allaway and J. Preston.

The Chairman announced the death o f Mr. W . H . Hall, o f Sutton 
Coldfield, which occurred during Christmas week. He had been a 
ringer for many years and his passing was a  loss to the Guild and 
particularly to the Parish Church at Sutton Coldfield. All present 
stood for a  moment as a last mark o f respect.

The following new members were elected: Mr. W alter G. Chaplin, 
o f Hall Green, as a full ringing member, and Mr. John Ashton, of 
Streetly, and Mr. J. Eric Pickering, of Four Oaks, as country members.

Mr. W. Davies gave a hearty welcome to the Guild to hold the 
next quarterly m eeting at Aston. In spite o f rationing and other 
restrictions, he promised, on behalf o f the Aston Parish Church 
ringers, to do all possible to make the visit enjoyable. The proposi
tion was seconded by Mr. F. Price and agreed to with acclamation.

It  was decided to postpone consideration o f holding bi-quarterly 
meetings until the next quarterly meeting. The hon. treasurer, in 
presenting the annual balance sheet, pointed out that although sub
scriptions received were rather less than in the previous year, expenses 
had also been reduced somewhat. Owing to the present difficult times, 
the peal book had not been -written up for the previous year and so 
there was no item for peal booking in the accounts. This matter 
would have attention at an early date. He had pleasure in presenting 
the accounts, which showed an increased balance in hand of £ 8.—The 
auditors gave their report and the accounts were adopted on the 
proposition o f Mr. G. F. Swann, seconded by Mr. D. T . Matkin.

The president and vice-presidents were re-elected. The lion, secre
tary, in proposing the re-election o f Alderm an J. S. Pritchett as 
Master, said that although the Alderman was not now able' to come 
amongst them as he used to do, he fe lt  sure it  was the desire o f every 
member that he should continue as Master o f the Guild, and although 
absent from  them, yet he was still as keenly interested as ever in its 
welfare.— This was seconded by Mr. W . C. Dowding and was carried 
unanimously.— The secretary was instructed to write the Alderman 
expressing their good wishes and congratulations on having reached 
his 85th birthday.

THE R IN G IN G  M ASTERSHIP.
The next item  was the election o f Ringing Master. The secretary 

pointed out that Mr. F. E. Haynes had been evacuated with his school 
at the outbreak o f the war. A t the last quarterly meeting Mr. 
Haynes wrote a letter tendering his resignation, which the members de
cided not to accept, but to defer consideration until the annual meeting. 
Mr. Haynes, who was present, said that as he was likely to be away for 
an indefinite period, lie thought he ought to hand in his resignation. 
A t the moment he had no idea when he would be back in Birmingham, 
certainly not before the end of September. His personal wish -was 
to remain in office, and should the members decide to re-elect him. 
in spite o f his disability, he would, of course, attend whenever possible.

Mr. G. F. Swann said that in view o f the fact that ringing would 
have to be considerably curtailed, and that Mr. Haynes had promised 
to attend when possible, he had pleasure in proposing his re-election.— 
This was seconded by Mr. Fred Price and carried unanimously.

The trustees, O .uncillor A. Paddon Smith and Mr. E. T . Allaw ay; 
the auditors, Messrs. Jonathan Preston and Fred P rice ; and the 
librarian, Mr. G. F. Swann, were unanimously re-elected.

The Chairman (Mr. A lbert W alker), in proposing the re-election o f 
Mr. T. H . Reeves as secretary and treasurer, said that Mr. Reeves 
always carried out his duties efficiently and with dignity and honour 
to the Guild.— Mr. S. O’C. Holloway seconded the proposal, which 
was carried unanimously. Mr. Reeves expressed thanks to the mem
bers for their continued confidence and support.

Some discussion took place as to whether the H enry Johnson Com
memoration Dinner should be held as usual or just an inform al lunch 
at midday. The secretary reported that he had provisionally reserved 
the Connaught Room  at the Im perial Hotel as usual, but had notified 
the manager that possibly the usual function would not take place.

Mr. F. E. Pervin proposed and Mr. W . C. Dowding seconded that 
the dinner take place as usual on Saturday, March 2nd, commencing 
at 5 p.m ., and, on being put to the meeting, was carried. After 
further discussion it  was decided to have the usual entertainment after 
dinner and invite guests as previously, including the Lord Mayor and 
Ladv Mayoress, and to invite the vice-president, Mr. Councillor A. 
Paddon Smith, to occupy the chair.

Under the item * Any other business,’ Mr. W alker called attention 
to the various attempts that had been made in various parts o f the 
country to stop the ringing of bells even for Sunday services. In 
Birmingham the Chief Constable had stopped ringing at the Cathe
dral on one Sunday and at Aston the recent broadcast had nearly been 
prevented. I t  was only by taking the articles which had appeared in 

(Continued in next column.)

WINCHESTER DISTRICT RINGING.
M IL IT A R Y  SERVICE MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS.

The annual m eeting o f the W inchester District o f the W inchester 
and Portsm outh Diocesan Guild was held at St. M aurice’ s Hall, W in
chester, on January 6th, and was presided over by the Rev. N . C. 
W oods, M .A ., M us.Rac., V icar o f St. John’s, Notting Hill, London 
(chairman o f the district). H e was supported by the hon. secretary 
and treasurer (Mr. W . G. Goodchild), while am ong those present were 
the Master o f the Guild (Mr. George W illiams), the general secretary 
(M r. F. W . Rogers), Mr. W ilfred  Andrews (captain o f the Cathedral 
ringers), Canon and Miss Andrewes, etc. Several apologies for  absence 
were received.

Before commencement o f business the Chairman paid tribute to the 
m emory o f the late Mr. J. W . Elkins, form erly Dean’s verger, who, 
over a long period, had done so much for the Guild, and whose many 
sterling qualities had endeared him to all w ith whom he cam e in 
touch. A t the request o f the chairman, members stood for  a few 
moments in silence.

Arising out o f the minutes of the last annual district m eeting, a 
report o f the proceedings o f the sub-committee, form ed for the purpose 
o f appointing an honorary secretary and treasurer, was read. The 
secretary also reported that, in accordance with a resolution upon the 
subject, an estimate of the cost o f laying cocoa-fibre m atting in the 
Cathedral belfry was duly obtained; that the work had been carried 
out, and that there was now a small balance o f 14s. remaining on 
this particular account. In  connection with that balance it was pro
posed by Mr. Newnliam and seconded by Mr. W illiams that it should 
be le ft in the hands o f the secretary and Mr. Andrews to spend in 
the Cathedral belfry as they thought fit.

The secretary's annual report was read and adopted.
SE CR ETA RY’S REPO RT.

In  the course o f his report, the Hon. Secretary said an immediate 
result o f the outbreak o f war in Septem ber last’ was an almost com 
plete cessation o f ringing activities throughout the country ; meetings 
everywhere were cancelled, practices ceased, and even Sunday service 
ringing was forbidden in certain areas. I t  looked, in those early 
days o f the war, as if ringers were going to have a difficult time, but 
the atmosphere o f tension and expectation gradually gave way to one 
o f quieter confidence, with the result that recently there has been a 
revival o f activity, and endeavours are being made to revert as nearly 
as possible, where circumstances perm itted, to normal procedure. The 
most im portant contribution towards this revival was the exception 
o f the use o f church and chapel bells from  any restriction by virtue 
o f the Control o f Noise Order, 1939. I t  had been m ade clear that 
bells m ight continue to be used in the customary manner, namely, for 
Sunday service ringing, festivals, practices, meetings and peals o f 
normal length, subject always, o f course, to compliance with 1 black
out ’ restrictions and to the exigency o f the particular time or district. 
In  W inchester they had been fortunate to ring, not only as usual on 
Sundays, on the royal anniversaries and on Christmas Eve and m orn
ing, but also to ring the old year out and the new in. The chief 
aim now must be the maintenance o f Sunday service ringing, and in 
so doing ringers should feel that they were playing their part in the 
call o f the Church to service and prayer.

A fter giving details o f the quarterly meetings, the report went on 
to refer to the passing, in July last, o f their old friend and life 
member, Mr. J . W . Elkins. His keenness upon all matters relating 
to the Guild and to ringers was still fresh in the minds o f all of 
them, and they remem bered with grateful thanks all that he did to 
prom ote interest in ringing. They would miss his sound advice and 
good company.

In conclusion, the secretary expressed warmest thanks to all tlic. 
honorary and ringing members for  their interest and support and to 
all incumbents who had so willingly and kindly granted the Guild 
the use o f their bells.

The balance sheet was read and its adoption proposed by Mr. 
Andrews, seconded by Mr. Melville. The secretary drew attention to 
the balance now in hand, namely, £25 7s. 6d., and suggested the invest
m ent o f part o f this sum in National Savings Certificates. I t  was 
thereupon proposed by Mr. W illiams and seconded by Mr. Andrews

("Continued on next page.)

ST . M A R T I N S  G U IL D .
(Continued from  previous column.)

‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ and Mr. Fletcher’ s correspondence with the 
Hom e Office to the Chief Constable that convinced him he had no 
authority to stop the bells, provided the ringing chamber was 
effectively blacked out. He considered the best thanks o f the Exercise 
were due to the Editor o f ‘  The R inging W orld ’ and to Mr. Fletcher, 
hon. secretary o f tire Central Council, for their efforts in this connec
tion. Mr. Fred Price confirmed Mr. W alker’ s remarks with regard 
to the broadcast; in fact, it was not until 8.30 on the Sunday m orning 
o f the broadcast that it was finally decided to allow it. Mr. W alker, 
referring to the broadcast, congratulated the Aston ringers on the 
progress they had made in such a short time and the excellent ringing 
they put over: it was a delight to listen to.

Mr F„ W . Rishworth called attention to members serving with the 
Forces, and proposed that they should be relieved from paying sub
scriptions whilst serving. This was seconded by Mr. F. Price and 
carried unanimously.
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that a proportion o f such balance be dealt with in that way, the 
amount to be left to the discretion o f the secretary and treasurer.

Mr. Melville raised the question o f remission o f subscriptions due 
from  ringing members who were serving their country in H.M . Forces, 
and after some discussion it was form ally proposed by Mr. Long and 
seconded by Mr. Bullen, and carried unanimously, ‘ That for the dura
tion o f war subscriptions due to the Guild by ringing members of 
the W inchester District who are serving in 'H.M. Forces shall be 
rem itted.’

The Secretary asked that tower captains should notify  him as soon 
as possible o f the names, and particulars o f units, etc., o f any members 
o f their bands to whom the foregoing resolution would apply.

T hs following honorary members were elected: Lt.-Col. E. A. 
Dickinson and Miss Dickinson, W inchester; Mr. J. H . Gray, W onston, 
and the Rev. M. Wilkinson, Rector o f Stockbridge.

I t  was decided to make endeavours to hold quarterly meetings as 
usual this year, and the following towers and dates were agreed to : 
Hursley, April 6th ; King’ s Somborne, June 8th ; and W onston and 
Barton Stacey, September 7th.

When the election o f officers for 1940 was reached, the Chairman 
said he felt that he must reluctantly tender his resignation, because, 
much as he had enjoyed being chairman, and was still enjoying it, he 
was afraid that the district would find him o f little use now that he 
was living in London. He could not promise to get down to all the 
meetings, and he thought it would be in the interests o f the district 
to elect another chairman.

Mr. Andrews spoke enthusiastically o f the work done bv the chair
man on behalf o f the district, and o f the great interest which he had 
always taken in their affairs. As a successor had not yet been found, 
he proposed that the chairman be asked to carry 011 for  the time 
being.— This was seconded by Mr. Tremeer and carried unanimously.

In reply, the Chairman said that he was quite willing to  ̂ continue 
to serve for the time being, but would be quite ready to retire grace
fully as soon as a successor had been found.

Other district officers were re-elected as follows : H on. secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. W . G. Goodcliild; hon. auditor, Mr. G. Sm ith; repre
sentatives, Mr. W . Andrews and Mr. H . Newnham.

The usual vote o f thanks concluded the business meeting, and mem
bers adjourned for tea.

Prior to the meeting the Guild service had been held in the Cathe
dral (by kind permission o f the Dean and Chapter), at which the Rev. 
N . C. W oods (chairman) gave the address. His subject was ‘ The 
Epiphany,’ w ith which he dealt in a most interesting way by question 
and answer.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
SOUTHAM PTON D ISTRICT.

The annual meeting o f the Southampton District was held a t St. 
M ary’ s, Southampton, on Saturday, when there was an attendance of 
24 from  seven towers, which, in view o f the black-out and other 
difficulties, was satisfactory. Ringing in various methods, from  Grand
sire Doubles to London M ajor and Stedman Caters, took place during 
the afternoon on the fine ring o f ten bells.

Mr. G. W illiams presided at the business meeting. The secretary 
reported an average year’s work, the financial position being good 
and membership maintained.

All the district officers were re-elected, and meetings were pro
visionally arranged as fo llow s: Upham, March 16tli; Dibden, M ay 
18th; Lockerley, July 20th; Netley Abbey, Septem ber 21st; annual 
at Southampton, January 11th, 1941. It  was le ft to the secretary to 
make the best arrangement possible for teas at the meetings.

A resolution was passed that it be a recommendation to the annual 
general meeting : ‘ That for the duration of war subscriptions due 
from  members serving with H .M . Forces be rem itted.’

D E A T H  O F  M R . A  W A L K E R , O F  P O N T E F R A C T .
F IF T Y  Y E A R S ’ SERVICE AT THE P A RISH  CHURCH.

The Pontefract Parish Church belfry has suffered a big loss by 
the death of Mr. A. W alker, who was buried in Pontefract Cemetery 
on Boxing Day. Prior to a service in All Saints’ Church, conducted 
by the V icar (the Rev. W . Greathorpe), the bells were fully muffled, 
and at the graveside a course o f Grandsire Triples was rung on 
handbells by four o f his old colleagues. A  number o f ringers were 
present, and ringers acted as bearers.

Mr. W alker, who was 70 years o f age, leaves a widow, four sons 
and two daughters in bereavement. Two o f his sons are ringers at 
the Parish Church.

Mr. W alker commenced his ringing career on Boxing D ay 50 years 
ago at All Saints’ Church, and Sunday by Sunday during those long 
years, until a month ago, when he had a slight seizure, he most faith
fully carried out his duties, being always punctual and setting a fine 
example to young ringers.

Mr. W alker was a m ember o f the General Committee o f the Y ork
shire Association. He had rung 109 peals, conducting 12. The presi
dent (the Rev. Canon Marshall) and the general secretary (Mr. 
Leslie W . G. Morris) sent apologies that owing to engagements they 
were unable to be present, at the funeral and paid worthy tribute to 
Mr. W alker’ s services to the association and his native town. J. H . L.

| John Taylor & Co. |
LOUGHBOROUGH.

THE
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B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
On January 13th; 1772, the Norwich Scholars rang at St. M ichael’s, 

Coslany, 6,048 changes of Im perial the Third M ajor. The first Imperial 
was the composition o f Fabian Stedman and appears in his ‘ Cam- 
panalogia.' I t  is the same as N orfolk Surprise, but with seconds and 
sevenths when the treble is leading and lying. T he am ount o f dodging 
and stagnation is excessive, so attem pts were made to im prove it. 
Im perial the Second lias disappeared. Im perial the Third is the same 
as first Im perial, except that no places are m ade at cross sections.

The method, which is not now considered a ‘ regular ’ one, is rather 
difficult, and though it was printed in the ‘ Clavis ’ and in Ship-way's 
book, only one peal has ever been rung away from  Norwich.

On the same date in 1905 the first peal o f Forw ard Maximus was 
rung at Birmingham. Forward, which was an im itation o f Duffield, 
was introduced by John Carter. I t  was supposed to  have all the good 
musical qualities o f Treble Bob with none o f its defects. Actually 
it  is very monotonous both to ring and to listen to.

On January 14tli, 1899, the Brighton band rang at St. Stephen’s, 
Coleman Street, the first peal o f London Surprise in the City o f 
London. The Burton-oii-Trent men had already rung at Fulham the 
first peal in the M etropolitan area.

James Barham died on January 14th, 1818, a t  the age o f 93.
A peal o f Double Norwich Court B ob M ajor, 6,720 changes, was 

rung at St. M ichael’s, Norwich, on January 15th, 1771, and on January 
18th, 1844, the Norwich Scholars rang their long peal o f Stedman 
Cinques, 7,126 changes.

Both the College Y ouths and the London County Association had 
arranged a m eeting at St. Lawrence Jewry fo r  next Saturday. W c ; 
are now inform ed that both are postponed.

LONDON CHURCHES.
Owing to pressure on our space, the next o f Mr. J. A , Trollope's 

articles on London churches is held over.

T O W E R  SAFETY IN A IR  RAID S.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— Mr. Chamberlain again reminds us to keep ready and 
steady, and that the storm  m ay burst at any time.

May I  take the opportunity o f pointing out to ringers that ordinary- 
spiral stone stairs have a remarkable natural strength, and that the 
lower portion affords excellent air raid shelter. I  observed evidence 
o f this on visiting France immediately after the last war.

As one o f the district surveyors for  London, I  also noticed, in sur
veying many bom bed buildings, how safe a place was the cupboard, 
under the kitchen stairs (or its equivale... ). This part o f a domestic 
building remained intact, though the rest was in  ruins.

E. A L E X R . YOU N G, A .R .I.B .A ., F .S .I. (retired).

TH E FIRST PEA L O F KEN T M AXIM U S.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—-The m ethod rung by the Cumberlands at Southwark in 
1795 was definitely not Cumberland Exercise, the one referred to by 
Mr. W alker. I t  was a m ethod which could be rung on eight, ten and 
twelve bells, one to which the compositions o f Oxford Treble Bob 
would apply, and one which Sliipway is pretty certain to have included, 
in his book. I f  it  was not Kent, w hat could it  have been?

J. A. TROLLOPE.

O LD  TIM BERS AN D  BELLS.
To the Editor.

Sir,— I noticed the letter about the Bagley fram e o f 1681 still sound 
after 250 years. Here at M artley, W orcestershire, w e have a peal 
o f six by Richard Keene, tenor 14 cwt., all dated 1673, end the date 
is also cut on the fram e, which is still sound after 266 years o f use. 
I t  is just as it  was when made, except that it  was strengthened by 
some vertical bolts and angle plates in the pits o f the two tenors, 
when the bells were quarter turned and given new wheels by Greenleaf 
in 1895. J. F . HASTINGS.

Martley Rectory.

THE FIRST 720 OF STEDMAN MINOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was much interested in the letter from  Mr. E. H . 
Lewis and the reference to the 720 o f Stedman Minor rung on the 
back six a t St. M ichael’s, Garston, Liverpool, in 1905. The exact date 
was December 18th. Mr. Lewis called the bobs and I  took a  rope in 
it, but I  cannot recall who were the rest o f  the baud. I t  was pub
lished i i t h e  1 Bell News,’ and was claimed to  be ‘ the first 720 in the 
method in Lancashire.’ Except for its interesting connection, it  has 
nothing to commend it, as each o f  the smaller bells is kept beh ind  
for quite a  number o f sixes in succession. I  hope ere this Mr. Lewis 
is  out and about again and that he will forgive m e for  b u ttin g  in .

GEORGE R. NEW TON.
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THE LONDON SOCIETIES.
T H E  ‘ B A R R IE R  ’ DEFENDED.

To the Editor.
‘Dear Sir,—I am daring to  make an attack on your leading article 

Of January 12th. There are a few points I  am going to contest.
For a  long tim e now there have appeared articles by  yourself all on 

the same subject, namely, the above. The rule existing between 
College Youths and Cumberlands is always m entioned and attacked, as 
‘ it does nothing to develop friendly rivalry, or even rem otely en
courage the art, etc.’ This is not true. L et us suppose this rule 
were quashed. I  am inclined to think that the usual attendance at 
College Y ouths’ meetings o f about 30 would be considerably increased. 
This would definitely not foster the art. Twelve-bell ringing is not 
easy and the only way to build future bands is to give young men 
weekly touches under very strict masters, and, believe me, they are 
strict, and kind, and masters, in the Ancient Society. A  sudden 
influx o f new members to the London m eetings would not im prove 
the ringing. The Ancient Society, I  believe, prefers to train its junior 
members the way they should go, which would im m ediately come to 
an end when ringers with their own ideas o f ringing and striking 
twelve bells suddenly put in an appearance.

The next thing attacked is tradition, put by you as ‘ a  hollow m yth 
and what was good enough for  grandad, etc.’ W ell, i f  the standard 
of striking at College Y ouths’ meetings is a result o f tradition and
came down from  grandad, as I  believe it  did, I ’m  going in for  all
the 1 tradition ’ I  can find.

Y ou  are quite right about the new generation o f ringers in London, 
but I ’m  not so sure o f this ‘ new structure ’ you often talk about or 
the ‘ immense field o f expansion.’ I  am not sure o f the figures, but 1  
think it  is about 23 peals in the city and 80 peals in three square
miles_ o f the city. This, I  take it, is your field o f expansion. Just
imagine all those being rung 011 a Sunday. The few  housemen and 
caretakers would wonder why they had been so blessed! W h at a  
waste o f man power on nothing, because after all we do ring for  a 
purpose, that is to call people to church. In other words, we are 
perform ing a sendee to God, and so it  should certainly be  o f the best, 
especially in regularity and striking. W ould it  not be a  greater 
service to the Church to  encourage the building o f towers to  contain 
bells to the many new churches being built, instead o f continually 
a.ppealmg to ringers to ring in a city that is alm ost em pty oil people.

I t  has occurred to me that, perhaps, some cause o f discontent 
about the society’ s rules is caused by elder members encouraging 
young boys to join  this society or that before they have the know ledge 
or discretion to think for  themselves as to  which is m ore advantageous 
to their skill.

Please remember that I  anvjsply an ordinary m ember o f the Ancient 
Society, and in no way amjuTexpressing official view s; on tlae other 
hand, although your views are expressed as your own, th e y  are at 
the same tim e through the eyes o f a Cumberland.

A. H A R O L D  W O R B O Y S.
Barking, Essex.

W e are very glad to publish Mr. W orboys’ letter, repres enting a 
view opposed to our leading article. W e are always pleased to  print 
other people’s opinions on ringing m atters, i f  reasonably e xpressed, 
even though we disagree with them. All we w ant to say at t'kis point, 
however, is that the article in our last issue was written wit] a n o bias 
fo r  one or other o f the two old London societies. I t  would n ot have 
been different had the Editor been a member o f the Colleg© Y ouths 
instead o f the .Cumberlands.

R U L E  TH A T D ID  CREDIT TO NO ONE.
Dear Sir,— I  read witlp interest your leading article and recent 

references to London ringing and to the rule regarding m em bership 
o f  the College Y ouths and Cumberlands.

I  must agree that the rule seems to serve no useful purpose now, 
but I  do not think rescinding it  will result in the startling im prove
m ent in London ringing which we are led to expect.

M y own experience has been that, so far as Sunday ringing is con
cerned, some members o f both societies ring together in  p erfect har
m ony quite often, and it  will require m ore than an a ltera tion  o f rule 
to increase the number that do this.

Older ringers, who have been members o f a society fo r  a. num ber 
o f years, will stick to the society o f their choice, and, speaking as 
one o f the younger school, I  can say m y experience is tha.t the  younger 
ringers are not at all concerned about old rules and get along together 
very well.

The only sphere in which the removal o f the ban mig ht h ave some 
effect is in peal ringing, although this is doubtful, as mo>st o f L ondon ’s 
peal rir.gers ring peals together fo r  other societies.

N o, I  don’ t  think rescinding a couple o f rules is  going to  make 
m uch difference to London ringing, although I  hope th is  view  o f mine 
will not lead anyone to believe I am defending a rule w hich apparently  
did credit to no one when it  was made.

There are m any things connected with ringing in the M etropolis 
which require careful consideration, and although th is  con’ broversial 
rule is one o f them, it  is by  no means the prim ary o’ ne, to m y idea.

The Utopian ringing city which Brown dreamed o f is certain ly 
something to be. hoped for, and I  would suggest that Brown, lias an
other dream and tells us how to achieve it. Best wistieR fo r  1940.

J,. E. B A IL E Y .

THE LATE MR. ALFRED PYE.
M E M B E R  O F  A  F A M O U S R IN G IN G  F A M IL Y . 

Distinguished Arm y Service.
The late Mr. A lfred  Pye, whose death was recently recorded, was 

born 011 January 13th, 1861, at Cliadwell Heath, Essex, and was the 
eldest o f the four famous ringing brothers, the others heing W illiam, 
Ernest and G eorge R obert, the last named being now the sole sur
vivor o f the quartette.

Mr. A lfred P ye first learned to handle a bell a t St. Jam es’ Church, 
L ittle  Heath (now demolished), and rang his first peal, Grandsire

Triples, at All Saints’ , 
W rittle, Essex, on May 
29tli, 1882. Several peals 
o f Grandsire and Treble 
Bob followed until Novem 
ber 11th, 1885, when he en
listed in the R .F .A . and in. 
1887 embarked for India.. 
H e did not return to Eng
land until 1896. In  18991 
his battery em barked for 
South Africa, where Staff- 
Sergeant Pye, after being 
present at the relief o f ’ 
Ladysmith and many other 
engagements, was men
tioned in despatches and 
awarded the D.C.M . for 
gallantry. In  this connec
tion  he had the privilege 
o f shaking hands with 
General Buller and Lord 
Kitchener.

H aving completed 25 
years 62 days (including 10  
years abroad), he ter
m inated his service in 1911 
with the rank o f first class 
warrant officer, being dis
charged with an exemplary 
character. His awards
w e r e : Queen’s Medal
(South Africa) with six 
clasps; K ing’s Medal
(South Africa) with two

T H E  L A T E  MR. A L F R E D  P Y E .  clasps: Distinguished Con
duct M edal (South African 

W a r); Long Service and G ood  Conduct M edal; M eritorious Service 
M ed a l; Mentioned in Despatches, 1901.

H e volunteered for further service in 1914 and he ended his service 
with a final total o f 29 years in the Army.

D uring the period between 1911 and 1914 Mr. Pye devoted himself 
to ringing, returning to his old band at Rom ford. H is peals totalled 
205, m ade up as follows :—  Tower bells Handbells Total Conducted
Grandsire Triples ..................................  19 19 5
Grandsire Caters   1 1
Stedman Triples ..................................  29 1 30 2
Stedm an Caters ...........   18 18
Stedman Cinques ........................   ... 7 7 .
Bob M ajor ..........................................  2 2 1
Treble Bob M ajor ..........................  17 1 18
Treble Bob R o y a l ..................................  4 4
Treble B ob Maximus ...   1 1
Double Norwich M ajor ................... 15 1 16
Superlative Surprise ...   22 1 23
Bristol Surprise ..................................  12 12
London Surprise ..................................  28 28
Cambridge M ajor ...................   16 16
Cam bridge R oyal ..................................  3 3
Cam bridge Maximus ...........   2 2
New Cambridge M ajor ... ... ... 3 3
Spliced London, Bristol, Superlative

and Cambridge     1 1

Total 205
His last peal was one of Double Norwich, rung at R om ford on 

December 1st, 1936. Among liis peals were the first peals ‘ in hand ’ 
by four brothers o f Stedman Triples, K ent Treble Bob M ajor, Double 
Norwich and Superlative Surprise. H e was a regular attendant for 
service ringing a t Rom ford, and, in fact, was ringing for m orning 
service on the Sunday previous to his death on the Tuesday.

H e was for over 50 years a member o f the R oyal Cumberland 
Youths and Essex Associations. H e was also a m ember o f the W in
chester Diocesan Guild, the Kent County Association, the Middlesex 
County Association and the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. H is ringing 
career had extended over a period o f nearly 60 years.

Since leaving the Army Mr. Pye had for the past 28 years resided 
a t Seven Kings. His cheery smile and invaluable willingness to help 
will be sorely missed, and by none m ore than his brother ringers at 
St. Edward’ s, Rom ford.
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NORTH STAFFS ASSOCIATION.
TH E  Y E A R ’S AC TIVITIES.

A  Peal Deleted from the Records.
The annual m eeting o f the North Staffordshire Association was held 

at Stoke-on-Trent. Tea was served in the Church Institute, where 47 
sat down. Ringers came from  Brown Edge, Burslem, Cheadie, JJray- 
cott, Ten ton, Leek, Kingsley, Stone, C tioxeter, Hanley, W olstanton, 
Stafford, Stoke-on-'l'rent and Newcastle.

The Veil. Archdeacon Jt\ Hartill (Hector o f Stoke) extended a hearty 
welcome to the members and said he hoped they would be able to 
meet under better conditions next year.

Mr. J. E. Wlieeldon proposed a vote o f thanks to the Rector ot 
Stoke for the use o f the bells and the very fine tea he had given 
them.—Mr. A. W . Hall supported the m otion.

The business m eeting followed, with the president (Archdeacon 
Hartill) in the chair, supported by M r. Andrew Thom pson (hon. 
secretary).

The comm ittee presented the report o f the hon. secretary, which 
stated that during the year 13 meetings were held, two at ten-bell 
towers, six at eight, and five at six-bell towers. The average attend' 
ance was 36, a decrease o f two per meeting on last year. Only three 
members had attended all the meetings, viz., Messrs. Arthur W. 
H all, Edward Steele and W illiam Perkins, while Messrs. Thomas 
Hurd and Charles H. Page and Mrs. B . V . Miles attended twelve of 
the meetings.

Nineteen peals were rung, which was a decrease o f one on the 
previous year. The number of conductors was 14 and several mem
bers rang their first peal. Among the peals was one o f Minor in 
seven methods at Bucknall to celebrate the 50 years as a bellringer 
o f Mr. W . W heeldon. A  disappointing discussion would undoubtedly 
take place in connection with this peal, as it  was this tower that 
threatened the association with secession in connection with the annual 
dinners, and although the peal was rung under the auspices o f the 
association, the members had carefully considered the paying o f their 
annual subscription, and decided to leave the m atter in abeyance until 
after the war is over. Biddulph tower would not even correspond with 
the secretary over their membership.

The adoption o f the report was moved by Mr. W . Carnwell, sup
ported by Mr. A . D. Steel.

The statement o f accounts was presented and accepted. The total 
balance was £37 7s. 8£d.,' a gain on the year ’ s working o f £2 8s. 8d. 
The finances o f the association had increased in the past four years 
to the extent o f £21 17s. 2£d.

The Eight-Bell R inging Master, in his report, said it  seemed a gr<eat* 
pity that what promised to be a good year in the ringing activities 
o f the association came to a sudden end by the outbreak o f war. 
They did not stand alone in this halt, so by  continuance o f their 
duties to the Church they would be a much prouder body when peace 
came Throughout the year the ringing at m eetings had been o f a 
good standard, the number o f methods rung being never less than 
seven. The only thing he asked was a consideration for better 
striking. Plans for new fields in the association’s peal bands were 
brought to an abrupt end, but it  was gratifying to find m ore first 
pealers, new conductors and ringers breaking into more methods. 
So long as the authorities sanctioned meetings plenty o f good work 
could be done, as more tim e could be devoted to the learners and 
younger members.

The adoption o f the report was m oved by  Mr. W . Carnwell, sup
ported by Mr. E. Steele.

The Rev. S. F . Linsley was elected clerical secretary, Mr. Andrew 
Thompson hon. secretary, Mr. Kenneth Thacker and Mr. Edward 
Steele assistant hon. secretaries, Mr. Arthur W . Hall chairman of 
committee, Mr. Alan D. Steel Ringing M aster for eiglit-bell towers, 
Mr. John E. W heeldon Ringing M aster for six-bell towers, and Mr. 
John G. Cartledge as auditor.

The following list o f meetings was proposed for  1940 : January, New
castle; February, L ongton; March, S ton e ; April, N orton ; May, Leek; 
June, Cheddleton; July, Cheadie R .C . ; August, D raycott; September, 
U ttoxeter; October, Tunstall; Noveanber, H anley; and December, 
Stoke-on-Trent.

The hon. secretary was empowered to purchase both a large and a 
smaller peal book, and it was decided that the renewing o f the mem
bership cards be shelved for  the present.

On the proposition o f Mr. W . Cairnwell, seconded by  Mr. W . P. 
Deane, the peal o f Minor rung a t Bucknall on Friday, July 14th, 1939, 
was deleted from  the association’s records on account o f the ringers’ 
secession from  the association.

A  vote o f thanks was also accorded to the officers for  their services 
during the past year.

A fter the minutes o f the com m ittee had been passed, Mr. C. H . 
Page proposed a vote o f thanks to the Editor o f * The R inging W orld  ’ 
for the m eeting reports he had published during the year.

Mr. W . P . Deane proposed and Mr. Andrew Thompson seconded that 
members, on joining the Forces, shall retain their membership for 
the duration o f the war without subscribing.

I t  was also proposed by Mr. J. E. W heeldon, seconded by Mr. D. R . 
W halley, that a ringer having done 50 years’ service as a ringer or 
attained the age o f 70, shall have the pleasure o f becom ing a  life 
honorary member.

A vote o f thanks to the hon. secretary was m oved by Mr. R . S. 
Anderson, and Mr. J. E. W heeldon supported him.

NOTICES.
S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S . 

— The annual general meeting will be held at St. M ar- 
tin ’s-in-the-Fields on Jan uary  20th, at 4 .30  p.m ., in the 
V estry  H all. Bells available from 2.30  p.m . to 4 p.m. 
O wing to the present conditions no arrangem ents can be 
made for tea at this m eeting.— G. W . Steere, Hon. Sec., 
46, Milton Avenue, Sutton, Surrey.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Guildford D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Guild
ford on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. H oly Trinity bells (8) 
available 3 to 4 p.m ., St. N ico las’ (10) 3 to 4.30 p.m. and 
during evening. Service at S t. N ico las’ 4 .30  p.m . Tea 
and business meeting at A ye rs ’ H all.— W . F . J .  Cope, 
26, Curling V ale, Onslow V illage, Guildford.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Chester
field D istrict.— Annual district meeting, Eckington, Jan . 
20th. Bells available from 3 p.m. Short service prior 
to business meeting. Election of officers for ensuing 
year.— Sam  Scattergood, ,H on. D is. Sec.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Furness and Lake 
D istrict Branch.— The next practice meeting will be held 
at the Church o f St. M ary M agdalene, Broughton-in- 
Furness, on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. Bells (8) available at
2 .30  p.m . Reports to hand.— N . M. N ewby, Sec., F ur
ness and L ak e  District.

W A R W IC K S H IR E  G U IL D .— The first quarterly 
m eeting of the year is to be held at A llesley, near 
Coventry, on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. Bells available from 
3 to 8 p.m . Business meeting to follow tea. It is 
hoped that there will be a good attendance. There is 
to be a practice meeting at Chilvers Coton on Saturday, 
Jan . 13th , from 7 to 9 p.m . V isitors welcomed.— Mrs.
D. E . Beam ish, Gen. Hon. Sec ., 2 1 ,  G ipsy Lane, 
Nuneaton.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Sonning Deanery 
Branch. —  Annual meeting at W okingham , Saturday, 
Ja n . :20th. Service in S t. P a u l’s Church 3.45 p.m. 
Preacher, R ev . A . P . C arr, M .A . T ea in S t. P au l’s 
P arish  Room  4.30, charge to be announced at the tea. 
Business meeting 5 .15. R in g in g  at both churches from 
2 p.m . till service tim e.— W . J .  Paice, Hon. Sec., M errel, 
California, W okingham .

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Leicester 
D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held on Ja n . 20th. 
St. M arg a ret’s bells (12) will be available from 2 p.m. 
till 5.45 p.m . T ea, is .  6d., followed by the meeting, 
w ill be at the George Hotel, Clock Tow er. P lease note 
that it will be moonlight from about 5 p.m . onw ards.—  
PI. W . Perkins, Hon. D is. Sec.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U I L D .— Portsm outh D istrict.— The annual meeting 
will be held at Portsm outh on Saturday, Jan u ary  20th. 
Cathedral bells (8) available 2 .30  p.m . and after the 
meeting. Service 4.30 p.m. T ea  at 5 p.m . in the Y .M .C .A ., 
H igh Street, followed by business meeting. A ll ringers 
welcome. —F .  W . Rogers, D is. Sec . pro tem., 52 , Sam uel 
Road, Portsm outh.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Southern D istrict. —  
Annual m eeting will be held at R eigate on Saturday, 
Jan . 20th. R in gin g from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m ., followed bv 
tea ( is . 3d. each) at 6 .15  p .m ., and meeting at the 
Parish H all (1st floor), Lesbourne R oad .— A. T . Shelton, 
Act. Hon. Sec., The C ottage, O akw ay, R eigate. Tel. 
Redhill 371.
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C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Crewe Branch. —  
The annual meeting will be held at Christ Church, Crewe 
( io  bells) on Saturday, Ja n . 20th. R in g in g  from 2.30 
p.m . Service at 4 .30 p.m. T ea (by kind invitation of 
the V icar and wardens) will be provided only for those 

who have sent notice to me, as catering is difficult. 
Business meeting to follow. A ll ringers w elcom e. —  
Rich. D . Langford , Hon. Branch Sec., 1 18 , Ruskin  
Road, Crewe.

W O R C E S T E R S H IR E  A N D  D IS T R IC T S  A S S O C IA 
T IO N .— Northern Branch. —  Q uarterly meeting at 
W ordsley, Saturday, Ja n . 20th. R in g in g  from 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .15  p.m . T ea, meeting and ringing afterwards.
■— Bernard C. Ashford, Hon. Sec ., 9 , Bow ling Green 
Road, Stourbridge.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— The annual meet
ing of the W irral Branch will be held on Saturday, Jan . 
20th, at Birkenhead St. M ary ’s (6 bells). Tow er open 
at 3 o ’clock. Service at 5 .30 . T ea  at 6 o ’clock. Meet
ing afterw ards. —  H . S . Brocklebank, Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— N otting
ham D istrict.— The annual meeting of the district will be 
held on Saturday, January 20th, in St. M ary ’s b.elfry, 
N ottingham . Ringing from 2.30 p.m . B usiness meeting 
for election of officers at 5 .30  p.m .— E . C . Gobey, D is. 
Sec ., Trow ell, Notts.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U I L D . —  Stockport 
B ra n c h .—The annual meeting of the branch will be held 
at N orbury on Satu rd ay , Jan u ary  20th. B ells 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .30. T ea  5.15.— C. K . Lew is, Hon. Sec.

L E E D S  A N D  D IS T R IC T  S O C IE T Y .— The next meet
ing will be held at Pudsey on Saturday, Jan uary  20th. 
Bells available from 2 p.m . to 5.30 p.m. Other arrange
ments as usual.— H . Lofthouse, Hon. Sec ., 8, W ortley 
Road, Arm ley, Leeds, 12.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Bolton Branch.—  
A  series of practice m eetings will be held at St. M ary ’s, 
Deane, Bolton, first and third Saturdays in the month. 
Bells available afternoon and evening. N ext meeting 
Jan uary  20th .— Peter Crook, Hon. Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Southern D is
trict.— Annual m eeting to-morrow, Jan u ary  20th, St. 
M ary ’s, Putney, 2-4. T ea  and business in Church H all. 
Fulham  not available.— P . A . Corby, D is. M aster, tem
porary address, 10, Ruabon R oad, W rexham , D enbigh
shire.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lough
borough D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held at 
Loughborough on Saturday, Jan uary  20th. Foundry 
bells available afternoon and evening. Own arrange
ments for tea (good cafes in tow n). M eeting in belfry 
at 5 .45, to elect officers and m ake arrangem ents for 1940. 
All ringers and friends welcome.— A . E . Row ley, Hon. 
Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Banbury and D is
trict Branch.— The next meeting will be held at Adder- 
bury on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Bells (8) open from 2.30. 
Service 3 .30. T ea  cannot be provided. M eeting follows 
service. R in g in g  after dark. All welcome.— E . P ear
son, Branch Hon. Sec.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Farnham  D is
trict.— The district annual meeting at Farnham  (8 bells) 
on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Service 2.30. R in g in g  3 p.m. 
and after business until 8 p.m. T ea  and business at 
D arracott’s, W est Street, 5 p.m. Note time of service ! 
It is necessary, if tea is required, to notify the hon. secre
tary by Jan . 24th. Y our support is requested by C . W . 
Denyer, Hon. Sec., 120, Ash Road, Aldershot.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D .— Alton and Petersfield D istrict.— The annual 
meeting will be held at Alton on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. 
Bells available 2 p.m. Service 4 p.m. T ea in Parish 
Room 4.30. Business meeting afterw ards. W ill those 
requiring tea please be certain to let me know numbers 
by Tuesday, Jan . 23rd .— C. E . B assett, Hon. Dis. Sec., 
32, Charles Street, Petersfield.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .—‘The annual general 
meeting of the association will be held at Hunslet, near 
Leeds, on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. The recently restored 
bells will be available from 2 p.m. A  brief service will 
take place at 4 p.m ., followed by tea in the Parish Room 
at 5 p.m. A  charge o f is . 4d. per head will be made 
for tea, and all requiring same M U S T  notify M r. C . W . 
Beaum ont, Hunslet Parish  Church, Leeds, not later than 
the first post on Thursday, Jan . 25th. The annual 
general meeting will be held on the same premises imme
diately afterw ards. A s urgent and important business 
will be dealt with, it is hoped for a large and representa
tive attendance. Reports will be available, and subscrip
tions are now due. Balm  Road cars from Leeds (City 
Square) pass the church.— L . W . G. M orris, Gen. Sec., 
65, Lilycroft Road, Heaton, Bradford.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N 
DON D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D istrict.—  
Annual meeting will be held at St. G iles’-in-the-Fields 
Church on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. Bells available at 2.30  
p.m. Service at 4 .30 p.m. Tea to follow at the E x 
press D airy Co., H igh Street, W .C .2, Branch. It is 
essential that I should receive names for tea by first post 
on W ednesday, 24th. Handbells will be available.— T . 
J .  Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec ., 57, H olloways Lane, North 
Mimms, Hatfield, H erts.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Beddington 
on Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells available from 3 
o ’clock. Service 4.45. Tea in the V illage Hall at 5 .30, 
followed by business meeting. Num bers for tea to be 
sent to M rs. C. H . Kippin, 31, The W aldrons, Croydon, 
by W ednesday, Jan u ary  24th. All ringers welcome.— F .
G. W oodiss, Hon. D is. Sec., 28, Strathearn Road, Sut
ton, Surrey.

t o w e r  c l o c k s  j .  B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W eight D riven  o r  E lectr ic -  by  the 
W O R L D ’ S O L D E S T  M A K E R S

E stablish ed  Over 3 0 0  Y ea rs
I L L U S T R A T E D  A R T  C A T A L O G U E  O N  R E Q U E S T

W HITCHURCH, SALOP
We have experts visiting all parts o f the British Isles, and

pleased to carry out restorations or give reporta regarding 
any moke o f Tower Clock

be
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S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— A  meeting of 
the W estern D ivision w ill be held at W a.shington on 
Saturday, Jan uary  27th. R in g in g  2 p.m . to 5.30 p.m. 
Tea at Mr. Settabee’s, Is . per head. B usiness meeting 
to follow to discuss future arrangem ents. H alf rail fare 
(maximum Is . 6d.) to m embers.— F . H . M eeten, Hon. 
D iv. Sec ., 22, North Street, W orth ing.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  General 
quarterly meeting, Saturd ay, Jan u ary  27th , at E arl Shil
ton. Bells (8) open from 2.30 . Good bus service from 
Leicester and Nuneaton. Committee m eet 3 .30. Tea
4.30, followed by m eeting in H igh Street Schools. Tow er 
open till 8 p.m . and convivial at Roebuck Inn afterw ards 
with handbells. T ea, is .  per head, can only be served 
to those who apply not later than Ja n . 25th  to M r. G. A. 
Newton, 26, Avenue South, E arl Shilton, Leicester. 
Those failing to notify must cater for them selves. —  
Ernest M orris, Gen. Hon. Sec.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E S A N  
G U IL D .— B asingstoke D istrict.— The annual general 
meeting will be held at B asingstoke on Saturday, Jan u 
ary 27th. Bells available from 2.30 p.m . Service in St. 
M ichael’s Church at 4 p.m . T ea  at 5 p.m . in Church 
Cottage. Business meeting follows. All requiring tea 
please notify by Jan uary 24th to M r. C. W . Munday, 
21, Southend R oad, B asingstoke.— J .  G. Stilwell, Hon. 
Dis. Sec.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N .
 Bridgw ater Branch .— Annual m eeting will be held at
B ridgw ater on Saturd ay, Jan uary  27th. R in g in g  2.30 
p.m. Service at 4 p.m. T ea and m eeting at 5 p.m . All 
ringers welcome. Come early.— C. E van s, 17, W elling
ton Road, B ridgw ater.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northwich Branch. 
— The annual branch meeting will be held at H artford on 
Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. R in g in g  till 5 .30. Service 5.30. 
Tea 6.15 to those who notify Mr. T . W ilm ot, 43, F low er 
Street Castle, Northwich, by Thursday, Jan uary  25th. 
M eeting after tea. All ringers are welcom e.— H. Parker, 
Branch Sec.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— E a st B erks and 
South Bucks Branch .— The annual committee meeting 
will be held on Saturday, Jan uary 27th, at H igh 
W ycom be at 3.30 p.m . Subscriptions now due.— A. D. 
B arker, Cam bridge, W exham , Slough.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  
Ilchester Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 

. held at Yeovil on Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells (10) 
available 2.30 to 4 p .m ., and after the meeting. Usual 
arrangem ents. T e a  can only be supplied to those g iv ing 
notice.— F . F arran t, M artock, Som erset.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Luton District. 
— A meeting will be held at Tilsworth on Saturday, Jan u 
ary 27th, The six  bells (a delightful peal) will be 
available from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. All ringers are in
vited. Buses pass the church.— E . A. Belson, D is. Sec., 
7 , Queen Street, Leighton Buzzard.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Thrap-
ston Branch.— The annual branch meeting will be held 
at Islip  (6 bells) on Satu rd ay, Jan u ary  27th. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m . for all who send names by January 
25th. Business m eeting to follow . I am trying to a r
range ringing at Thrapston (8 b ells), 2 p.m. to 4 p.m ., 
and Islip  2.30 to 7.30 p.m . A ll welcome.— W . R . B ut
cher, Hon. S ec ., B rigsto ck , near K ettering.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Guils- 
borough (6 bells) on Ja n u a ry  27th. Service at 3.15 p.m. 
Please let me have names for tea by Tuesday, Jan uary 
23rd.— H. H. Shrives, Hon. Branch Sec ., The Mill, Long 
Buckby, R u gby.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O 
C IA T IO N .— Cirencester B ranch .— The annual meeting- 
wili be held at C irencester, on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. 
Parish Church bells (12) available from 2.30 p.m . Tea
4.30, and service at 5 .30. P lease advise for tea by 
Jan uary  23rd.— W . H. H ayw ard , Branch Hon. Sec., 
1, Bow ling Green R oad , Cirencester, Glos.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  A n
nual general meeting o f Northern D istrict at St. M ary ’s, 
Hitchin, Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .30. Annual m eeting 5 p.m . in tower. Tea in
terval until 6.30 p.m. Further ringing till 9 p.m . M ake 
own arrangem ents for tea. B lack  out the blues and en
joy some good ringing. D o n ’t forget, members of this 
district. Election of officers for 1940.— R . T . Newm an, 
D is. Sec ., 36, Salisbury R oad , Baldock.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  G U IL D .— Tow cester Branch.—  
The annual m eeting will be held at Tow cester on Satur
day, Jan u ary  27th. Service 3.30 p.m. T ea and meeting 
following. Num bers for tea by W ednesday, the 24th, to 
R ev. E . V . Fenn, Lo is W eedon, Tow cester.

H E R T F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N — Eastern D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at H ert
ford on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. All S a in ts ’ (10 bells) 
from 2.30 to 4.45 p.m . Bengeo (8) from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Service at All S a in ts ’ at 4.45 p.m. Tea and business 
meeting at the M ay F low er on the w ay to Bengeo. W ill 
all committee members m ake a special effort to attend to 
elect a district secretary on my retirement ow ing to' cir
cum stances.— A. Laurence. D is. Sec ., Hatfield.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lewisham  D is
trict.— A quarterly m eeting will be held at Holy Trinity, 
D artford, on Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells available 3- 
5 p.m. Service at 5 . T ea  and business meeting to fol
low. T ea will be provided for those applying to M r. R . 
A. Jenkins, Cosette, 76, Brent Lane, D artford, not later 
than Tuesday, Jan uary  23rd, at a charge of lOd. per 
head. Subscriptions for 1940 are now due and should be 
paid at this m eeting.— A . G. Hill, Hon. D is. Sec.

H E R E F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— R o ss D istrict.—  
The annual meeting will be held at R oss on Saturday, 
Jan uary  27th. Bells (8) available 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea afterw ards at Central C afe .— W . Poston, 
Bridstow , R oss, Herefordshire.

[ g .  & f . c o p e  & c o . ,  No t t in g h a m ]
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS. I

I ESTIM ATES SUBM ITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS, REPAIRS I 
\  OR REPAINTING OF DIALS. J
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O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North Bucks 
Branch, Newport Pagnell D eanery.— A meeting at Olney 
on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th.— R ev. J .  F . Am ies, Raven- 
stone V icarage, Olney, Bucks.

T H E  L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Southern
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at M arket 
Deeping on Saturday, Jan uary  27th, this tower being- 
blacked out. Bells (6) will be available from 2.30 to 9 
p.m. Service 4 .30, followed by tea and business meet
ing at Imperial Cafe. T ea will be provided for those who 
notify by W ednesday previous, M r. H. M . D ay, M arket 
Deeping, Peterborough. Come and m ake this our final 
meeting a success.— C. T . H . Bradley, Hon. Sec., Folk- 
ingham, Lincs.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A SS O C IA T IO N . 
— C ary Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Ditcheat on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells 2.30 
to 8.30. Service 3 .45. T ea  and m eeting follow ing.— W . 
A. Osborn, Galhampton, Y eovil.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch, 
Gainsborough D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Gainsborough on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. Bells (8, 
tenor 19J  cwt.) available during afternoon and evening. 
Short service. Arrangem ents for tea, but those who fail 
to send their names to me by W ednesday previous must 
accept the consequences.— Geo. L . G. Lunn, Hon. Sec., 
248, Lea Road, Gainsborough.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S  —  
The next meeting will be held at headquarters, The 
Coffee Pot, on Tuesday, Jan uary 30th, at 7 p .m .— A. B. 
Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Liverpool Branch. 
— The meeting arranged for Jan uary 20th at Childwall has 
been postponed until February 3rd.— G. R . Newton, 
Branch Sec.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  Northern 
D istrict.— The annual meeting arranged for Jan uary  20th 
has been postponed until February 3rd. The meeting will 
be either at St. Lawrence Jew ry  or St. Dunstan-in-the- 
E ast. Further details next w eek.— Jam es G. A . Prior, 
Hon. Sec., 2 , Thorncliffe Road, Clapham Park , S .W .2 .

N O R T PI S T A F F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The 
third annual dinner will be held at the George Hotel, 
Burslem , Stoke-on-Trent, on Saturday, February 3rd, at 
6 p.m. Tickets, 4s. each, may be obtained from Andrew 
Thompson (hon. secretary), 55, W hitehouse Road, Cross 
Heath, Newcastle, Staffs. R in gin g at Hanley from 3 
p.m. until 4.30 p.m.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — Rochester D is
trict.— A meeting will be held at Rainham  on Saturday, 
February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. R in g ers ’ service
4. 15, followed by tea, kindly provided by the Rainham  
ringers, in the Church H all. Those accepting the in
vitation to tea must advise the undersigned not later 
than January 30th. A  good muster is expected. Sub
scriptions are now due, except from members serving with 
H .M . Forces.— G. H. Spice, Hon. Sec., 35, W oodstock 
Road, Sittingbourne.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  
LO N D O N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— South and W est D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Heston 
on Saturday, February 3rd. Church of St. Leonard (8 
bells, tenor 14 cwt.) available 2.30 p.m. to 4.50 p.m. and 
later in the evening. It is also hoped to arrange ringing 
at St. P au l’s, Hounslow, and at St. M ary ’s, Norwood

Green, if numbers w arrant this. T ea, followed by an
nual business meeting at the W estbrook M em orial Club, 
at 5 p .m ., Is . each. O w ing to the prevailing conditions, 
it is essential that notice should be sent to the under
signed not later than February 1st, as the caterer will not 
guarantee for any who have not sent in names. It is 
hoped that members and friends will m ake a special effort 
to attend in good numbers, and m ake the meeting a 
success.— J .  E . Lew is Cockey, Hon. D is. Sec ., 16, S t. 
St. Stephen’s Road, Ealin g, W .13. Telephone, Perivale 
5320.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-Eastern D istrict.—  
— The next meeting will be held at Broomfield on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. Service 4 .30. 
Tea and business meeting to follow. W ill those requir
ing tea please let me know definitely by W ednesday, 
Jan uary 31st?-— H . W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. S ec ., Arbour 
Lodge, 48, Arbour Lane, Chelm sford. (Please note 
change of address.)

W IT H IN G T O N , N E A R  H E R E F O R D — The restored 
ring of six  will be re-dedicated by the Lord Bishop of 
Hereford at the 11 a.m . Service on Sunday, February 
4th. The two trebles recast and the peal re-hung with 
modern fittings in new iron fram e by G illettand Johnston.

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  N O R T H  
S O U T H W A R K  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D — Advance notice. 
Annual general meeting to be held on February 10th at 
St. Clement Danes, Strand. Particulars later.— T. W . 
Taffender, Hon. Sec ., 26, Southw ay, R aynes P ark , S .W .

D E A TH  OF M R. T . SCH OFIELD, O F  W O RPLESD O N .
W e regret to announce the death o f Mr. T . Schofield, o f W orples- 

don, which took place on January 7th at the age o f 72. U ntil ill- 
health prevented him, he had been a regular Sunday service ringer. 
The funeral was on January 11th, after which touches o f Grandsire 
Doubles and the whole pull and stand were rung with the bells lmlf- 
muffled.

A  D A T E  T O U C H .
A t St. John’s Church, Newton, Porthcawl, the local ringers rang 

out the old and welcomed the New Y ear with a touch o f 1,940 changes 
of Grandsire Doubles, which came round a t 12.35 a .m .: W illiam 
Surman (longest touch) 1, D avid Thom as 2, Alfred H annington 5, 
Trevor M. Roderick (conductor) 4, A lfred E. W illiams 5, Albert 
Bacon 6 .

W ICK EN .— On Sunday, January 14tli, a quarter-peal o f Stedman 
Triples (1,260 changes) : P. Green 1, R . Howson 2, H . Ridgw ay 3, 
A. J. Green 4, H . Edwards 5, E. Lam bert 6, T . R oberts (conductor) 7,
G. Poddy 8 .

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first han d lin g  
o f a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peala o f  G randaire, 
Stedman, Plain B ob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P r i c e C o m p l e t e  edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 19  
(6 copies for  1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covera, 84 pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies fo r  6  / - ) .
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. 3 . POWELL, 

S ta v e rto n  V io a ra g e , neap D a v e n try .

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM IT A LIA N  HEM P, OR IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND PLTABLE IN H AN D. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PA ID  AND ON APPR O VA L.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXONi ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE O B T A IN E D  POST FREE.

From  the H on. L ib ra ria n .
U r. W . H , J .  HO O TO N, Hom efield, B ilton  Grange, near Rugby.

a. d.
OOLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section IX. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) ..........................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
COLLECTION OF PLA IN  M AJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TRIPLE S METHODS ...................................  1 O
MODEL ROLES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY ........... (Out o f Print)
REPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  8 .P .A .B .................................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ..................................................................................................  l i
ON THE PR ESE RV ATIO N  OF BELLS ................... (Out o f Print)
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ................... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ........................... 2

HINTS TO IN STRU CTORS AND BEGINNERS ..................  2
V ARIATION  AND TRANSPOSITION ........................................ 1 O
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND M INOR METHODS (New

Edition) .................................................................................................. 2 O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
R E VISE D  PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,* Is. lO d .; ninth edition ; 150 pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

1 G R A N D SIR E ,* 2s. 10d.; second edition ; 204 pages, comm encing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STAN D AR D  M ETHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
* STEDM AN,’ 2s. lOd.—N O W  R E A D Y . A n entirely new book by

J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions for  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition ; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SU R PRISE M ETH ODS,’ 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. O. D. P.

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a  tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f  postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancs

PU B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6id. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE M INOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7 }d. each, 
8s. 0d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

BELL ROPES 1 F L A G S  A N D
BEST QUALITY LOWEST PRICES ' B U N T IN G

HERBERT J. CRAY, LTD.
( incorporating JOSHUA 0. CLOOO $ CO.)

Rope and Flag W o rk s -  EXETER, DEVON

ALFRED BOWELL,
| ^ !>  IPSWICH

I.. I I I I  II  ■_ I I  II W O T W T V W . .  _    -

‘ THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON - 8TRETCHIN0

JOHN PRITCHARD (hopes) L m
C H U R C H  B E L L  R O P B T M A N U F A C T U R E R S

LOUGHBOROUGH
E S T , 1 8 2 0  _______________  P R IC E  L IS T  O F
T E L . 2 4 0 0  ~  T H E  S O L E  M A K E R S

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible .Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL M UFFLERS

S u ita b le  fo r  P r e s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G i f t

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND Design) in  Solid Sillier

D iam eter 2*in 2iin, Siin. 3iin . 4in. 4Jin. 5in . 5fin
Price 16/8 1 9 /e  2 5 /-  3 0 /-  3 8 /6  4 7 /6  6 0 /-  7 0 /-

The 5in. size is also m ade to  b o ld  50 c igarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G

Printed for  the Proprietor by  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Building., L on d on , R .O .4.


