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YOUTH AND THE FUTURE.

At the annual dinner of the Worcestershire Associa-
tion, one of the more recently established among these
interesting social events, and one which is growing into
a gathering of some importance, speakers made an appeal
to the younger members to take upon themselves
responsibilities as officers and as conductors. The future
of ringing, as with other things, rests with the youth
of to-day. To-morrow, those who now keep the
machinery of the Exercise running smoothly will no
longer be able to bear the burden of the task, and it is
never too early for the younger members to take a share
in the affairs of their association, or to learn the lessons
which will turn them into competent conductors. One of
the mistakes sometimes made is to leave the responsi-
bilities to the old heads. Experience is a valuable and
essential asset to the successful conduct of any organisa-
tions, but it is of greatest advantage when it can be
coupled with the enthusiasm and imagination of youth.
The management of an association is liable to become
‘ stodgy ' when it remains in the unbroken care of a set
of officials who, with the passing years, lose keenness
and initiative. The lassitude which grows on them does
so unsuspected by them, and experiment and change are
not welcome. The young members are encouraged in the
idea that only the seniors are capable of carrying on the
affairs efficiently, but there can be no greater mistake
than this. Young blood can bring a new enthusiasm
to bear, and is necessary to the life of every organisation.
When it can also be tempered by the experience of age,
there is a combination which makes for success. The
important thing is to encourage capable young ringers to
interest themselves in association affairs and to take
office.

In the tower, too, there should be every inducement to
the younger members to take up conducting. All too
often the master of a tower imagines that he is the only
one who should conduct the touch or peal, whereas, while
he is responsible for the ringing, it should be his first
concern to see, not only that the men under his direction
rin°- well, but that the more capable of them at least are
given opportunities to learn and practise conducting.
The conductor, with an eye on the future of ringing
generally and in his own tower in particular, will not
monopolise the conducting. If he does, there comes a
time when, he himself failing, the band is left without
anyone to do the calling, and, for a time at least, the
bottom falls out of the structure that has been built up.
It is, indeed, a short-sighted policy that makes a man,
however competent, an autocrat who never gives others a

(Continued on page 646.)
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chance— and yet there are many such. There are cases,
of course,, where the ringers are quite content to leave
it all to the tower master, but the latter should make it a
part of his duty to ensure that others beside himself are
able to conduct touches and peals; he should give them
his aid and advice, and see that facilities are provided for
them to get the practice by which alone they can become
efficient. A man who does this loses nothing of his
prestige, but he adds very materially to the success of his
band and the future progress of the art. Again, it is
youth that should be encouraged to take its part; if it is
there is not much doubt that it will respond.

TWELVE BELL PEALS.

LONDON.

THE LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND NORTH
SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, September 24, 1938, in Three Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
At the S.E.,
5088 CHANCES;

Cathedral Church of St. Saviour,

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAXIMUS,
Tenor 50 cwt.

Thomas W. Taffbnder ..Treble Ernbst W.

Thomas H. Taffender .. 2

Southwark,

Furbank

‘N orman H. Manning

Ernest J. King ... 3 F. Donald Boreham .. 9
Henry G. Miles ... 4 Edward D. Smith ... ... 10
George W. Steere 5 Frederick E. Collins ... 1l
'W ittiam J. Rawlings 6 Frank E. Darbv. ... ...Tenor

Composed by ] >hn Carter Conducted by Thomas H. Taffender
* First attempt for a peal on. twelve bells.

OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, October 7, 1938, in hree Hours and Thirty-Four Minutes,
At the Parish Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAXIMUS, 5088 CHANCES ;
Tenor 35 cwt.

‘W itliam Fernley Treble W alter W. W olstencroft 7
tjAMES Fbrniley 2 «Joseph W hittaker 8
IVbrnon Sykes 3 Ibert Ford

lernest Bennett — L. 4 ‘James A, Milner
Herbert Davenport 5 Charles H. Page
tC. Kenneth Lewis 6 §John W orth

Composed and Conducted by John W orth.
* First peal on 12 bells, t First peal of Maximus. } First peal on
12 tower bells. § First peal of Maximus in the method, and first peal
of Maximus as conductor.

TEN BELL PEALS.
APPLETON, BERKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Tuesday, September 27, 1938, in Three Hours,
At the Chdrch of St. Laurence,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS, 5021 CHANQEsS;

Francis A. W hite ...Treble Arthdr H, W hite
Frederick W hite e 2 F. Stedman W hite
Henry C. W hite 3 Cdthberx G. W hite.
Francis E. Taylor ... 4 Richard White

Fredbrick Messenger 5 Fred W hite . .iciiiecieeiieans
Composed bv J- W. W ashbrook. Conducied by F. E. Tayior.
Rung with the bells half-muffled as a mark of respect to the late G.

Holifield, sen., who was interred at Appleton the same day.

LIVERPOOL.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Wednesday, September 28, 1938, inThree Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes
At the Church of St. Nicholas,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS, 5005 CHANGES;
Tenor 39 cwt. 3 qr. 10 Ib.

T homas S. Horridgk Treble Percivalt W. Cave 6
Thomas W. Hammond 2 Frank Varty 7
Lester L. Gray 3 | Joseph Ridyard 8
Claude S.Benwbll 4 1 Edward Caunce 9
George R. Newton 5 |Hugh Roberts Tenor

Composed by J. E. Groves. Conducted by Percivar W . C;ve.
Rung, by the Rector’s permission, as a thanksgiving for peace.
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WISBECH, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Wednesday, September 28, 1938, in 1hree Hours and Ten Minutes,
AX the Church of SS. Paul,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB ROYAL, 5000 CHANGES;
Tenor 21 cwt.

Treble Fred W igmore
2 John A. Godfrey

Peter and

Gabriel Lindoff
W allace Coosins

Mrs. R. Richardson.. 3 Cladde Codsins e
George Ladd 4 W alter H. Freeman .. 9
Lewis Bcsh 5 Rdpert Richardson .Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Gabriel Lindoff.
Specially arranged for Mr. G. Lindoff, and rung for the harvest
festival.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.

ECKINGTON, DERBYSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION AND
THE SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.

On Tuesday, September 20, 1938, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,

At the Cedrch of SS.

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAIJOR,
Tenor 16J cwt. in E.

...Treble John J. L. Gilbert

Peter and Padl,

5024 CHANGES;

Artbdr Knights..-.

John E. Tdrley ... 2 William H. Tdrton 6
G. Gordon Graham 3 W alter Allwood ... 7
Percy J. Jervis 4 Norman Chaddock Tenor

Composed and Conducted by A. Knights.

Composition No. 60. This peal was arranged and rung as a tribute
to the Rector, Canon W. R. Hewson, on his retirement, after 36 years

as priest in Eckington.
BRIERLEY HILL, STAFFORDSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, September 23, 1938, in Three Hours and Twelve Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Michael,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB. MAJOR, 5184 CHANCES;
Tenor 147 cwt. in F.

William Short Charles H.W oodbdry ... 5
Clifford Skidmore 2 T homas Hemming e ... B
Jonhn Lloyd 3 W ittiam J. D avidson T

George E. Fearn . 4 William H. Barber Tenor
Composed by G. Lmdoff Conducted by W. H. Barber.
WITHYCOMBE RALEIGH, DEVON.

THE DEVONSHIRE GUILD.

On Saturday, September 24, 1938, in Three Hours,

At the Chdrch of St.John,

A PEAL OF GRANOSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Holt's Ten-part. Tenor 15 cwt.
George Stocker... ..Treble John R. Hayman 5
Edward Spragde 2 John Deen
John M. Skinner
John Glanvill

ess 3 Wilttiam Hayman 7
4 George Rendell
Conducted by John R. Hayman.
LEYTONSTONE, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Monday. September 26, 1938, m Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor 13 ewt.
Alfred Prior . Treble\P hilip H. Avey s 5
John W. Cornford .. 2 1Jambs E. Davis
Frederick W. Hodsden ... 3
Mrs. Frederick W. Hodsden 4
Composed by C. Middleton.

TOWER CLOCKS

Weight Driven or Electric by the
WORLD'S OLDEST MAKERS

Established Over 300 Years
ILLUSTRATED ART CATALOGUE ON REQUEST

| George D awson 7
IEdward D. Smith Tenot
Conducted by Edward D. Smith,
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SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE.
' THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thursday, September 29, 1938, in Three Hours and Two Minutes,
At the Chdrch of SS. Mary and Nicholas,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANCES;
Tenor 16 ewt.

*Mrs. R. Richardson ..Jreble Gabriel Lindoff  ........ 5
John G. Ames ......... .2 Neville Hollingworth 6
W allace Codsins = 3 JCyril Wander-..... 7
Cladde Codsins 4 Rdpbrt Richardson.......... Tenor

Conducted by Rdpert Richardson.
t First peal on eight

Composed by G. Williams.

b TI 100th peal for the Lincoln Diocesan Guild,
ells.
OXHEY, HERTS.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, October 1, 1938, in Two Hours and Thirty-Nine Minutes,
At the Chdrch M atthew,
A PEAL OF MINSMERE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES ;
Tenor 8£ cwt.
Frederick A. J. Steward ..Treble . Madricb F. R. Hibbert
Henry Hodgetts . 2 Francis Kirk
Frederick W. Brinklow .... 3 Edwin Jennings........... . 7
Stephen H. Hoare Harold G. Cashmore .Tenor
Composed by C. Middleton. Conducted by H. G. Cashmore.
First peal in the method on the hells, by all the band and by the
association. A birthday compliment to Mr. G. W. Cartmel. secretary
of the association.
BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, October 1, 1938, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes,
AX ihe Chdrch of All Sainxs,
A PEAL OF GRANOSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES,;
Parker's Twelve-part. Tenor 12 cwt.

of St.

- 5
6

-Donald W. Nash Treble  John Chbsxerman ... 5
eDavid H. Anstey .o 2 Charles W. Monday ... 6
*Ronald F. Kingham .. 3 =Frederick A. Monday T
E rnesx P. Adstin 4 |Harry Monday.. Tenor

Conducted by Charles W. Monday.

* First peal of Triples, t First peal. First peal of Triples as con-
ductor. Rung to celebrate the 21st anniversary of the dedication of
the church.

ALTON, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, October 1, 1938, in Three Hours and Eight Minutes,
AXx the Cborch of St. Laorence,

A PEAL OF LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR, 5088 GRANGES;
Tenor 18 cwt.

Frederick W. Bdrnett ..Treble Frederick S. Bayley
Kenneth Snelling ... L2 C. Ernest Smith ...
Raymond Philpott ... 3 F rederick W. Rogers
Charles E. Bassett 4 Oliver Sippetts ...cccceeeenen.

Composed by Frank Bennett, Conducted by Fredk. W. Rogers
First peal of London on the hells.
BOOKING, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, October 7, 1938, in Three Hours and Ten Minutes,
At the Chuech of St. Maey,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES;

Tenor 18i cwt. in E.
Hilda G. Snowden Treble F rank Claydon 5
Cladde Snowden ... 2 *George Saonders 6
Frederick Ridgwbll ... 3 Lewis W. W iffen T
Ronald Sockling . 4 H. W alter Smith Tenor

Conducted by L. W. W iffen.

Composed by C. J. Sedgley.
This peal was rung as a thankofferfng

* First peal in the method.
for the maintenance of peace.

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP

We have experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and shall be
pleased to carry out restorations or give reports regarding
any make of Tower Clock
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SIX BELL PEALS.

HARSTON, CAMBS.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, September 26, 1938, in Two Hours and Thirty-Nine Minutes,
Ax THE CHUKCH OF ALL SAINTS,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 9 ewt. 1 qr. 24 Ib.
o hru Jambs F. G. Home .. 4
2 Bert Dean .. 5
3 Frank Warrington ...Tenor
Conducted by F. Warrington.
* First peal away from treble.
ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, September 29, 1938, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
AX the Church Mart,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being two extents each of Oxford Treble Bob, St. Clement's and three

Charles W. Cook
Cyril G. Horst
«Jack Green

of St.

of Plain Bob. Tenor 14 cwt. (approx.) in F sharp.
Nelson W.Banham Treble . Lancelot Lawrence . .. 4
Nolan Golden ....coevieeene 2 Charles F. Goodman .. 5
Charles E. G. Banbam ... 3 ' Chbcil V. Ebberson ...7 cnot

Conducted by Nolan Golden.

GROBY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, September 29, 1938, in Two Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes,
At the Chdrch of SS. Philip and James,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being two 720's each of Oxford and Kent Treble Bob -and three of

Plain Bob. Tenor 9 cwt. 2 gr. 22 Ib.
W. Arthdr Riddington ..Treble <Ronald W. Swann ... .. 4
Leonard H. Whitehead ... 2 JArthdr Debenham 5
Edward R. Whitehead ... 3 W alter P. Whitehead ..Tenor
Conducted by W alter P. Whitehead.
* First peal, t First peal of Minor.

HUYTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, October 1, 1938, in Three Hours and Eight Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Michael,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
The Rev. E. Bankes James’ arrangement. Tenor 19 cwt.

eWilliam Birchall Treble tJames W. Meldrdm 4
Lester L. Gray .2 George R. Newton 5
Thomas W. Hammond .3 Percival W. Cave Tenor

Conducted by George R. Newton.
* First peal, t First peal of Minor. Rung as a thanksgiving peal
for the harvest and for peace.
HENLOW, BEDS.

THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION

On Saturday, October 1, 1938, in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes,
At the Chdfch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being 720 each of Cambridge Surprise, College Exercise, Oxford and
Kent Treble Bob, Double Court, Oxford Bob and Plain Bob.

Miss Evelyn Steel....... Treble Lewis H. Bywaters . .. 4
C. Henry Harding ........... 2 Charles W. Clarke . — 5
Edmund W agstaffe 3 John Chdrch ...Tenor

Conducted by Charles W. Clarke.

Rung as a thanksgiving for the preservation of peace.
FLAMSTEAD, HERTFORDSHIRE.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, October 1, 1938, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,

At the Chdrch of St. Leonard,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Ten different callings. Tenor 13 cwt. 1 gr. 14 Ib. in E.

eAlbert Harris ... Treble George Daniels 4
W illiam R ansome 2 *Harry Walker 5
Joseph Hobbs ... ... 3 *Geoffrby Tdrpin Tenor

Conducted by Joseph Hobbs.

* First peal and first attempt. Rung to celebrate the 715th anni-
versary of the dedication of the church.
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BOSLEY, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, October 1, 1938, in Three Hours and Five Minutes,

At the Parish Chdrch of St. Mary-thb-V ikgin,

A PEAL OF BOB DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Consisting of 42 six-scores. Tenor 5 cwt. 2 gr. 22 Ib.
‘George Barnard Treble Edna M. P. Frtheks .. 4
tCHARLES W. Lawton 2 John W. L. Slack
Tom Taylor  .evceeeeeeeen, 3 eEdward Seed
Conducted by Tom Taylor.

* First peal, f First peal away from treble. First peal
method for the band. First peal in the method on the bells.

in the
Rung
as a thanksgiving peal for the preservation of peace and for the
harvest festival.

MADLEY, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, October 2, 1938, in | wo Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
AT th« Church of St. Mart,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Being 720 each of Plain Bob, Canterbury Pleasure, Reverse Canterbury
and Clifford, three 240's of Pitman’s and Morris’ and one of Lindoff's
arrangements of Grandsire, two 120's of Percy’'s Pleasure and London
Doubles. Tenor 17 cwt.

«Joseph T.Morris Treble | David H. Bennett 4

IFrederick Smith 2 j Jambs P. Hyett

'G. James R. Price . 3 ] Arthurlnseal
Conducted by J. P. Hyett.

* First peal in seven methods, t First, peal of Doubles in seven
methods. First in seven methods on the bells.

5
. Tenor

HANDBELL PEAL.
PUDSEY, YORKS.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, September 27, 1938, in Two Hours and Five Minutes,
At g, Prmbroke Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES,;
Wiilliam Barton... 1-2 I Mrs. J. Cotterkll
Percy J. Johnson 3-4 | John Ambler . 7-8
Composed by Yorke Green. Conducted by Percy J. Johnson.
Rung as a birthday compliment to the conductor.

5-6

NEWCASTLE MEN S PEAL AT RIPON.

The -Newcastle Cathedral Guild spent a most enjoyable time at
Ripon, Yorks, on Saturday and Sunday, September 17th and 18th.
After a hurried lunch at headquarters (The Black Bull), a move was
made to the Cathedral, and a peal of Stedman Caters, conducted by
Bill Barber, was rung. In this two of the youngest members rang
their first peal, and the Deputy Master, Mr. Keen, scored his 300th
peal. The Ringing Master, Mr. O. L. Routledge, made his first peal
attempt for over two years, and the band enjoyed the help of their old
friend, Mr. Percy Johnson, who tried to reduce his weight on the ninth.

The members wish sincerely to thank the Cathedral authorities for
the use of the bells for the peal, also Mr. Tingle and the steeplekeeper
for seeing that all was ready. Without their kind help the attempt
would have been impossible.

After an excellent dinner the visitors made their way to Sbarow
and enjoyed more ringing. Still they were not satisfied, and, after
seeing the ancient custom of the curfew, the homblower at the market
cross, further ringing was indulged in 01l handbells.

Sunday found them again at the Cathedral for morning service
ringing, and after lunch they had a very enjoyable motor run, which
eventually took them as far as Birstwith, where, after disturbing Mr.
Ewbank’s *forty winks,* permission was granted by the Yicar for a
ring on this lovely peal of eight. This was quite an unexpected treat
and made a very enjoyable finishing touch to a most successful week-
end outing.

In connection with the peal at Ripon, it should be noted that the
name of the ringer of the 7tli was Charles E. Lawson.

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLTABLE TN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PATD AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, Grantham
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DEATH OF MR. GEORGE HOLIFIELD

PASSING OF AN APPLETON VETERAN.

An interesting personality has been removed from the Exercise by
the death (as reported briefly in our last issue) of Mr. George Holifield,
sen., of Appleton, Berks. He passed away on September 24th at the
advanced age of 80 years.

Throughout the long ringing history of the little Berkshire village,
where many records have been made, two names stand out con-
spicuously, White and Holifield. Appleton got its bells in 1818, and
the name of White has been associated with them ever since, but
George Holifield has been a living link with that distant event, for,
born in 1858, he knew personally villagers who were present at the
opening of the bells 40 years before.

Every year since 1818 Appleton ringers have celebrated *March the
4th,5 and the story is interesting. It is said that under the land
enclosure of 1815 the then Lord of the Manor of Airpleton took more
than he was entitled to. There was an outcry against his action,
and to appease the villagers he presented a ring of six bells to the
Parish Church, and on the day they were opened, March 4th, 1818,
he gave a feast to all the
parishioners, and this event
has been annually commem-
orated with a dinner.

George Holifield began his
connection with ringing at
Appleton something like 65
years ago, and he rang with
some of the men who in 1821
rang the first 720 on the bells.
As can be imagined, he was a
storehouse of information and
anecdote, and it was not only
interesting but a real enter-
tainment to listen to him when
he was in a reminiscent mood.

Appleton saw some of its
palmiest ringing days in the
years when the late Rev. F. E.
Robinson and James Wash-
brook were at the zenith of
their powers. A number of
records were made at Apple-
ton, which by that time had
had its bells increased to ten,
and George Holifield was one
of those who shared in these
great performances. In the
year 1888 they rang 12,041
Stedman Caters in February,
13,265 Grandsire Caters in
April, and 15041 Stedman
Caters on the last day of the
year, while, in addition to
other peals, they scored a
10,080 of Double Norwich Major. At the age of 64 Mr. Holifield once
more helped to create a record at Appleton, when he took part in
what is still the longest length by one set of men, 21,363 Stedman
Caters, rung in 12 hours 25 minutes. This, also, was at Appleton.

Mr. Holifield rang, in all, something over 400 peals, his last being in
February, 1936. In addition he was the composer of several peals,
and the record of 16,271 Grandsire Caters at Appleton in 1932 was his
composition, although he did not take part in the ringing.

Throughout the Oxford Diocesan Guild, of which he was one of the
oldest members, he was highly esteemed and respected, and, although
advancing age had recently curtailed his activities, he will be remem
bered for his cheery nature, his great enthusiasm for ringing, and
particularly for his great pride in Appleton bells.

The funeral took place on Tuesday of last week at Appleton, the
family mourners being Messrs. G. Holifield and W. Holifield (sons),
Mrs. C. G. White (daughter), Kathleen, Eileen, Doreen, Yoland and
Tony Holifield and Dorothy White (grandchildren), Mr. A. E. Lock
and Mrs. Lock (niece). Four ringers, Messrs. R. White, F. White,
A. H. White and F. C. White, acted as bearers, and other ringers
present were Messrs. R. T. Hibbert (secretary of the Oxford Diocesan
Guild), E. Humfrey and H. Smith (Reading),
Messenger (Appleton). The Rev. C. E. Wigg (Deputy Master of the
Oxford Guild) and the Rev. Thorn (Rector of Appleton) conducted the
service, before and after which the bells were rung fully muffled.

In the evening a half-muffled peal of Grandsire Caters was rung, in
which eight members of the White family took part.

MR. G. HOLIFIELD.

THANKSGIVING TOUCH.

A quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples was rung at Great Baddow,
Essex, on Sunday evening, October 2nd, by Don Green (first quarter-
peal and first attempt) 1, George Green (conductor) 2, Miss D. K.
French 3, P. Green 4, Pat Spencer Phillips (first quarter-peal and
first attempt) 5 H. Carter 6, Dr. Spencer Phillips 7, L. Castleton
(first quarter-peal and first attempt) 8. This quarter-peal was

arranged and rung as a thankoffering for the preservation of peace. '
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PEAL NOTES.

A peal of 5,088 Kent Treble Bob Maximus, with the tenors in the
tittums position, was rung at Oldham on Saturday. The composition,
by the conductor, Mr. John Worth, was rung for the first time and he
has now scored peals of Kent from Minor to Maximus.

The following are the figures of the peal. The bells are put into the
tittums by calling a bob on 10-11-12 in the first course, and back into
the rounds position by calling two bobs on the same bells in the last
course. The first bob is made by the tenth, the second by the tenor
and the third by the eleventh.

23456 M W H
62534 2 1 2
46325 2 1 2
43265 1 2
62345 2 2
54326 1 1 1
53246 12
23456 2 X

Mr. Arthur Knights is still finding some of his oldest compositions
and ringing them for the first time. At Eckington, Derbyshire, on
September 20th, he called a peal of Kent Treble Bob, which he com-
posed in 1888, but which had never been rung.

The Rector of St. Nicholas', Liverpool, and his ringers showed in-
telligent anticipation of events when, with the former’s permission, a
peal of Stedman Caters was rung on Wednesday, September 28th, as a
thanksgiving for peace.

Other thanksgiving peals for the maintenance of peace have been
rung, including a peal of Superlative Surprise at Bocking, Essex, and
a peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor at Huyton, Lancashire. The bells
at Huyton are the heaviest six in the county (the tenor is 19 cwt.), and
this was only the second peal rung on them.

Mr. J. R. Hayman rang his sixtieth peal when he called Holt's
Ten-Part peal of Grandsire at Witheycombe Raleigh Devon, on Sep-
tember 24th.

The ‘ coming of age ' of All Saints’ Church, Basingstoke, was cele-
brated on Saturday by a peal of Grandsire Triples. The church was
dedicated 21 years ago.

As a birthday compliment to Mr. G. W. Cartmel, hon. secretary of
the Hertford County Association, a peal of Minsmere Surprise Major
was rung at Oxliey on Saturday. It was the first in the method oy
the association and all the band, and was rung without previous
practice.

The peal of Treble Bob Maximus at Southwark on Saturday week
was rung on the 31st birthday of Mr. T. W. Taffender, the hon. secre-
tary of the association, and was also a birthday compliment to Mr.
H. G. Miles, of St. Paul's Cathedral company, and Mr. F. Donald
Boreham. It was the first twelve-bell peal by the ringers of the 6th
and 8th, Messrs. W. J. Rawlings and Norman H. Manning.

Mr. Gabriel Lindoff has been spending a few days in Lincolnshire,
and two peals, Treble Bob Royal at Wisbech and Double Norwich
Court Bob Major at Spalding, were arranged for him. The Royal was
also rung for the harvest festival, and the Major was Mrs. R. Richard-
son’s one hundredth peal for the Lincoln Diocesan Guild.

On Thursday week, Mr. Cecil Ebberson rang at Attleborough his
one hundredth peal for the Norwich Diocesan Association. It is 40
years since a peal was rung in this tower, where the ropes fall in a
very bad circle. The ringers of the treble, third and fourth belong to
the local band, and this was their first attempt for a peal.

The peal of Bob Minor at Harston, Sept. 26th, was rung on the 11th
anniversary of the induction of the Vicar, the Rev. P. G. Ward, who
afterwards entertained the ringers at the Vicarage.

Mrs. Frederick W. Housden was elected a member of the Essex
Association before starting for the peal at Leytonstone on September
26th, which was rung as a birthday compliment to Mr. P. H. Avey.

Mr. D. H. Bennett rang in his one hundredth tower when he took
part in the first peal in seven Doubles methods on the bells at Madley,
Herefordshire, on Sunday.

The peal of Bob Doubles at Bosley, Cheshire, on Saturday, the first
in the method for all the band, was a joint thanksgiving for the pre-
servation of peace and the ingathering of the harvest.

( A thanksgiving peal was rung in seven Minor methods at Henlow,

Beds, on Saturday last.

On Thursday, .September 29th, there was some really ‘ nice tapping’
when a peal of Minor in three methods was beautifully rung at Groby,
1 Leicestershire. The peal was arranged for Mr. Ronald Swann, who is

to be congratulated upon capturing his first peal; incidentally this was

his first touch of Oxford Treble Bob. Mr. Swann’s name will, we
hope, often be appearing among peal bands, and we wish him the
success his enthusiasm deserves.

BELL SILENCERS.
THE 1DAVIS SILENCER =
for lessening the sound of noisy church bells, supplied by
the inventor,

JAMES E. DAVIS,
118, Sarsfeld Road, Balham, London, S.W .12.
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THE WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION
SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL DINNER.

Alt Appeal to Young Ringers and Conductors.

Worcester, the *Faithful City,” was the venue of one hundred ringers
and friends when the seventh annual dinner of the Worcestershire
Association took place at the Saracen’s Head Hotel, Tything, on
Saturday, September 24th. In the afternoon members and visitors
availed themselves of the opportunity, to ring at All Saints’ (10 bells),
St. John’s (8) and St. Nicholas’ (6). Just before dinner commenced
reference was made to the sad loss sustained during the week by the
host, Mr. Higgins, in the death of his wife.

The chair was taken by the- Rev. G. W. Webb (clerical secretary of
the association) in the unavoidable absence of the Dean of Worcester
(the Very Rev. Arthur Davies), who, however, was able to be present
for a short time later in the evening. With the chairman were Mrs.
Webb, the Rev. F. C. Champion (Yicar of Powick), Mr. S. T. Holt
(Master), Miss M. Carpenter, 'Mr. J. D. Johnson (general secretary)
and Mrs. Johnson, Mr. J. R. Newman (vice-president) and Mrs.
Newman, Mr. W. H. Johnson (treasurer) and Mrs. Johnson, Messrs.
W. Short and R. G. Knowles (freemen).

After dinner the Chairman submitted ‘' The King,’ and then followed
the time-honoured toast of 4Church and State.’ This was proposed
by Mr. J. R. Newman, who said that in view of the international
situation he had acquired a somewhat different outlook on the toast.
All those who were churchmen and who took Christ’s teaching to heart
believed those two bodies were sincerely going to do more for inter-
national peace than anything that had been done. It was their sincere
wish as ringers and churchworkers that the association of Church and
State (separate in a sense yet bound together) would find their influence
steadily increased. It gave him particularly .great pleasure to propose
the toast that night and to wish continued association of Church and
State.

The Rev. F. C. Champion (hon. member), who responded, said there
was a sadness in these days to find a certain section within the Church
who would like to see it separated from the State. The Church gave
a dignity to all State occasions and functions, and he was personally
sorry to see how to a great extent the bellringing part had, in what
was known as State ringing, passed out. Mr. Champion instanced
how State ringing used to be carried out at his own church at Powick,
and supposed that the reasons for so little State ringing in the country
to-day was due to the fact that the money left for such purposes had
given out. He did not suggest that ringers wanted money for ringing
on those occasions, but they needed some compensation for the loss of
time from work. Concluding, the speaker said Church and State ought
to work together in close harmony, for there was a special unity in
that binding up.

RECORD MEMBERSHIP.

The toast, 4Worcestershire and Districts Association,” was proposed
by the Master (Mr. S. T. Holt), who referred to the men who founded
the association and those who carried it on in its infancy. 4Are we
carrying on with the good work? he asked. He thought they were
holding their own with other organisations. Although their peals
were down in the last two or three years, he had noticed in the peal
columns of 4The Ringing World ' what appeared to be a general
depression. Mr. Holt said he agreed with a leading article in that
paper regarding lost peals and thought it would be a good idea if
their association kept a record of all peals lost. He would, go further
by suggesting that, with the co-operation of conductors in towers, a
record be kept of all Sunday service touches, as this would indicate
what progress was being made. They could not put all this extra
work on their already over-burdened secretary, but they could appoint
someone as lost peals secretary, or if that title implied that the secre-
tary was lost, then perhaps secretary for lost peals would be more
suitable (laughter).

Continuing, Mr. Holt said their membership had increased by nearly
one hundred that year, and constituted a record both in members
gained in any one year and total membership. It was pleasing to
note that most of those new members had youth on their side, and he
appealed to them to copy the methods of the stalwarts of the past by
giving of their best. If they did that the association would have
nothing to fear for its future. The Master said he would like to see
a little more enthusiasm among budding conductors. They need not
be afraid of missing a bob, as most successful conductors could truth-
fully say it had happened to them. 4Have a shot at it,’ said the
speaker; they could always get any desired information from good
and tried conductors.

Concluding, Mr. Holt appealed to all members, young and old, to
bear in mind that their association stood for duty to the Church and
all that the Church stood for. They were all small parts that went
towards the assembling of the association machine. The individual, the
tower, the three branches all made one smooth running machine.
Their work must not be for themselves alone, nor for their particular
tower alone, but for the association.

Mr. J. D™ Johnson (general secretary), in responding, said that the
Master had spoken so much of what he wanted to say himself that
he had a suspicion that Mr. Holt had been looking at his (Mr. John-
son’s) notes (laughter). It was gratifying to the Dinner_ Committee
to see such a large gathering assembled, the numbers having doubled
themselves in the past three or four years. He thought they could
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congratulate themselves on the year's work, since something like 90
new members had been enrolled, spread fairly evenly over the three
branches. These new members had, however, created a problem on
how best they could be served, since so many of them were new bands
in new towei*s. He could not go into details there on how best this
might be done, but they would bear it in mind and consider what
were the best steps to take. He would make' one suggestion, and that
was for the budding conductors (mentioned by the Master) to go out
to the isolated blinds and teach them Grandsire Doubles; it would be
a valuable experience.

BRANCH SECRETARYSHIP CHANGES.

Referring to the branches, Mr. Johnson remarked on the changes in
branch secretaries which had occurred during the last two or three
years. These secretaries had found that they required more and more
time for the work and had less and less time in which to do it. The
Northern Branch had already elected a new secretary for the ensuing
year and another branch would be doing likewise at its next meeting.
It took at least twelve months for a secretary to get used to the work,
and he hoped the new secretaries would keep office for a longer time.
The retiring secretaries had very good reasons for giving up and had
done their work extremely well, but it made his (Mr. Johnson’s) work
very difficult with such quick changes. He advocated as a policy for
the association that branch secretaries keep office for a longer number
of years.

Mr. W. C. Dowding, proposing the toast 4Kindred Associations and
Visitors,” said the wonderful spirit and comradeship exhibited at such
dinners, if present in national and international relations, would find
the world in a better position than it was in to-day. They were
pleased to see so many of the St. Martin’s Guild members present:
William Davies and Fred Price, from Aston, though in the case of Mr.
Davies it looked at one time as if there was not a chair in the room to
hold him. (The speaker was referring to an amusing incident earlier
on, in which the chair Mr. Davies sat on collapsed and another broke
when he tried to save himself . A stronger chair was procured and the
evening pg.ssed off without further ado.) Continuing, Mr. Dowding
referred to Mr. Dan Matkin, and congratulated him on his appoint-
ment as Ringing Master of Edgbaston Parish Church. With him was
Mr. Sidney Freemantle, who was vicar, verger and everything else at
the same church (laughter), and whose cheerful, smiling countenance
spoke of one used to the Royal Navy. They had also with them Mr.
Colclough, of the Dudley and District Guild, and Mrs. Colclough, and
that old stalwart, William H. Barber (Durham and Newcastle Associa-
tion). who had brought with him another well-known ringei\ W. J.
Davidson. Then there were Mr. and Mrs. J. Thomas, of the Middlesex
Association, but, continued Mr. Dowding, ‘' as they travel so extensively
it is difficult to know exactly where they come from ' (laughter).
Messrs. Taylor’'s, of Loughborough, were represented by Mr. J. P.
Fidler, and the Midland Counties Association were represented by Mr.
C. A. Manning. The Gloucester and Bristol Association had one mem-
ber in Mr. L. Sheasby, -and last, but not least, there was Mr. John W.
Jones, the hon. secretary of the Llandaff and Monmouth Association,
without whom no dinner would be complete.® Mr. Dowding remarked
that when they first formed the Police Guild of Ringers they won-
dered how they could get Mr. Jones in as a member, but realised there'
was no hope unless they made him a special constable (laughter). On
behalf of the Worcestershire Association he extended a hearty welcome
to the visitors.

AN APPEAL TO YOUNG MEN.

Mr. J. W. Jones, who replied, on behalf of kindred associations,
extended hearty greetings. ‘ Long may the Worcestershire Association
flourish,” he added. Mr. Jones said he had that afternoon been ringing
on a peal of ten (All Saints’), where, he had been told, the bells were
only rung once in three or four months, and he thought it a pity
that sufficient ringers could not be found in the city to ring even the
front six for Sunday services. He laid emphasis on the need for getting
bells rung for Sunday services, and asked those present to read the
leading article in that week’s issue of *The Ringing World ' on Band
Building, if they had not already done so, for he felt sure that if the
suggestions contained in it were carried out there would be very few
idle bells in the country. Referring to all that Mr. W. Short and other
stalwarts had done for the association, he exhorted the young men
in the room to carry on the good work they had done. *Never mind
Cambridge, ring Grandsire Doubles,’ said Mr. Jones, and he asked
them to remember that the association was formed for the promorion
of change ringing and to get their bells rung for the Sunday services.

The Chairman, who at this stage was preparing to depart, gave one
of his characteristic speeches, in which he said he was pleased to see
so many of the fair sex present. He was particularly pleased at having
brought his own wife with him, as he had long wanted to introduce
her to them. He had told her what a jolly set of men the ringers were
and he hoped they would make her an honorary member (applause).
When the Western Branch visited Longdon she would do her best to
entertain them. Continuing, Mr. Webb said he was proud of his
position as clerical secretary to the association and would serve it to
the best of his ability. He had long taken a keen interest in its
activities and placed the association in the front of his interests. These
dinners bound them together in a brotherhood and fellowship, and he
was glad to see the interest in them increasing.

(Continued on next page.)
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LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

A quarterly meeting of the Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan Associa-
tion was held at Trevethin, Pontypool, on Saturday. There was a
splendid attendance from both dioceses, and visitors from Bristol. The
bells, a light ring of eight installed 50 years ago, were raised about
3 o'clock and were kept busy until service was held, the Yicar (the
Archdeacon of Newport) officiating, assisted by his curate.

Following the service a bountiful tea was enjoyed in the Schoolroom.
The Archdeacon took the chair at the business meeting and extended a
cordial welcome to all. He gave a brief history of the bells, with the
ringing done on the opening day and since.

Before the minutes of the previous meeting were read, it was unani-
mously decided to send a letter of best wisnes to last year's Master,
the Rev. lvor J. Richards, on the occasion of his recent marriage.

Instructors’ reports wer.e received and a place for the next Mon-
mouth meeting decided upon. Bedwellty was proposed and an invita-
tion from Ebbw Vale received. On going to the vote, the majority
were in favour of Ebbw .Vale.

The next Glamorgan quarterly meeting is fixed for Merthyr.

It was decided to send to send a letter of sympathy to the Lord
Bishop of Llandaff (one of the presidents), who is ill, wishing him
speedy recovery.

After the usual votes of thanks, the bells were again rung in various
standard methods, including Double Norwich and Cambridge. It was
a most pleasant and enjoyable afternoon and evening.

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION DINNER.

(Continued from previous page.)

Mr. W. B. Cartwright briefly thanked the chairman and Mrs. Webb,
after which the company drank their health with musical honours.

The musical programme was made up of songs by Messrs. W. C.
Dowding and G. J. Hemming, piano accordion solos by Miss C. Heath,
and tunes on handbells by Mr. W. Short and party, and later by Mr.
G. Leech and party. Change ringing consisted of two excellent courses
of Stedman Triples (non-conducted), rung by J. Thomas 1-2, W. H.
Barber 3-4, J. D. Johnson 5-6, W. Short 7-8. The evening ended with
the singing of' * Auld Lang Syne’ and the National Anthem. The,
accompanist was Mr. J. W. C. Corbett, organist of Shirley Parish
Church.

The association’s annual dinner is like a child with growing pains.
With a larger room next year the Dinner Committee can confidently
look towards a still further increase in numbers.

THE RINGING .WORLD

A MEETING AT PAINSWICK.

VILLAGE HAS DIFFICULTY IN GETTING RINGERS.

The Stroud Branch of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Associa-
tion held a monthly meeting at Painswick on Saturday, September
24th, which coincided with the 252nd anniversary of the Ancient
Society of Painswick Youths. Thirty ringers attended from Bradford,
Yorks, Cheltenham, Charlton Kings, Cirencester, Frocester, Gloucester,
Leckhampton, Lyme Regis, Minchinhampton, Meyshampton, Painswick,
Poole, Randwick, Swindon, Stonehouse and Stroud.

After prayer in the belfry, the bells were raised in peal and kept
going for two hours to Grandsire Triples, Caters and Cinques, Stedman
Triples and Caters and Bob Royal. By kind invitation of the Vicar
of Painswick (the Rev. H. Craven), all adjourned to a nearby cafe
for tea. Afterwards, in the absence of the Vicar (who was conducting
a service in church), Mr. T. Price, branch hon. secretary, extended a
very hearty welcome to the visiting ringers and said how pleased he
and all members in the branch were to welcome them to the meeting.—
Mr. Yeend, of Cheltenham, and Mr. Hayward, of Cirencester,
responded.

A short discussion on the history of the Ancient Society of Painswick
Youths started. Unfortunately, nobody knew much about it.

To the pleasure of all present the Vicar came into the room. He
was given a very warm welcome, and thanked for the use of the bells
and for providing tea. In reply, he said he was very pleased to
welcome the association to Painswick, and added that they were
having a difficult job to get young men to take up ringing. They
were doing their utmost to get a band. At one time people com-
plained that they were getting too much.ringing. Now, however,
it was the other way; there was not enough.

A discussion on the insurance of bellringers was brought up. After
the Vicar and several ringers had given their views, it was decided to
leave the subject till some future meeting.

The tower was again visited and the famous peal of twelve was
kept going till 8.45 p.m., when a very successful meeting came to an
end.

NOTTINGHAM RECRUITS.

At St. Mary’s, Nottingham, a number of youthful recruits between
the ages of 15 and 19 are being trained, and the first results of some
months of work have been the two following 720's of Bob Minor: For
evensong on Sunday, September 25th, 720 Bob Minor: H. Everitt 1,
W. Nichols 2, Miss |I. B. Thompson 3, F. Blood 4, H. Brown 5, R.
Narborough (conductor) 6. First 720 by ringers of 1 and 5. On Mon-
day, September 26th, 720 Bob Minor : L. Holland (first 720) 1, R.
Narborough 2, F. Bradley 3, J. A. Barratt 4, H. Brown 5, F. A. Salter
(conductor) 6.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH.

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP

The ringers of St. John’s, Surrey Road, Bournemouth, have been
reinstated by the Yicar, and the usual practice and Sunday ringing
continue as before.

Mr. James George, we regret to say, is not making the progress that
could be wished. He is still under treatment in his home, and his
many friends will wish him a more speedy recovery.

Two members of the Central Council made a pilgrimage to Bethnal
Green last Saturday to drink beer in the Whittington and Cat in
Church Row, a house which in the eighteenth century was the head-
quarters of the London Youths and where in 1854 the College Youths
rang the first true handbell peal of Stedman Triples. They found the
name of the street changed and no trace of the public-house. So
another historic London landmark has disappeared. However, M. A.
Wood’s name is still on the door of the house where he and his father
and his grandfather lived for so many years.

It is usually said that the modem tuning of bells was introduced by
Canon Simpson, and certainly his pamphlet had a great effect on the
matter; but in a book published in 1828 W. L. Bowles says that Mr.
Lawson Huddleston, of Shaftesbury, tuned several peals ‘ according to
the chords—namely, keynote, third, fifth and eighth.” They included
St. Cuthbert's at Wells.

BAD STYLES IN RINGING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In ‘ The Ringing World ' of September 30th Mr. Sargent
explains his way of teaching beginners how to handle and control a
bell, and his method is undoubtedly a very good idea. Some consider-
able time ago, Mr. Storey, of Newcastle, wrote in ‘' The Ringing
World ' on how to hold the rope, and also referred to the stance of
the ringer. The Lancashire Association has issued a small booklet on
how to hold the rope the right way and the wrong way® The way
some ringers do it is, in my opinion, ridiculous. We see ringers, 6ft.
in height, as well as ringers of shorter stature, who do not reach up
enough, either at hand or back, thereby impeding the command of
their bell, probably because they think they may touch the belfry
ceiling or feel a bit out of place in being next to a smaller ringer.
Here are a few of the bad habits which | have noticed :—

(1) Standing with feet about 18 inches apart at times instead of
having one foot slightly in advance of the other, and so retaining
better balance of the body and command of the bell.

(2) Ringing too erect, more like a mechanical toy, and pulling only
from the shoulders instead of the whole body being in action.

(3) Leaning against the belfry wall, as if they are tired. That, |
consider, is lazy ringin%.

(4) Ringing with the first finger pointing up the rope at backstroke.

(5) Holding the rope with the hands too far apart instead of close
together. _ .

These are bad habits one sees during one’s ringing career. Can
anyone wonder at the bad striking, referred to many times in ‘' The
Ringing World,” which causes much annoyance to the public, who know
nothing about the art of campanology? The sooner ringers get out of
such bad habits and acquire a more graceful style of ringing the
sooner we may get better striking, which should be everyone's aim.

A.W. F

THE PEAL AT LANHYDROCK.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Your reference in last week’s Belfry Gossip to the peal of
Superlative Surprise at Lanhydrock, Cornwall, was of special interest
to myself. When | read the reported result of the recent Cornish
tour, | felt convinced that | had rung a peal of Superlative at
Lanhydrock when | was a member of a touring party in Cornwall. |
could not, however, substantiate this, having lost my record of peals
while in South Africa. | do not know how many of the party are now
living. | only know of the Rev. G. F. Coleridge and myself. 1| re-
member among those taking part in the tour were J. W. Washbrook,
the Rev. F. E. Robinson, the Rev. G. F. Coleridge, the Rev. Willett,
Charles Hounslow, W. W. Gifford, N. J. Pitstow, the Rev. Maitland
Kelly. N. J. Pitstow did not take part in the peal in question, for |
remember him remarking after the peal that it was the best ringing
he had had the pleasure of listening to. A. E. PITSTOW.

Saffron Walden.

LADY RINGER S WEDDING.

On Saturday, September 24th. the wedding of Miss Doris E.
Blencowe and Mr. S. G. Catherall was solemnised at St. Laurence’'s
Church, Reading, Berks. The Master of the Oxford Diocesan Guild
(Canon G. F. Coleridge) officiated, assisted by the Rev. N. J. Raper,
of St. Laurence’'s. Two courses of Stedman Cinques were rung and
the bells fired as the happy pair left the church, the ringers wishing
them a life of happiness and prosperity.

The reception at St. Laurence’s Hall was attended by approximately
100 guests, including Guides and Rangers, Sunday School teachers and
ringers, to all of which organisations Miss Blencowe belonged.
Grandsire Triples, Caters and Cinques.

Miss Blencowe has been a most punctual and regular attendant for
service ringing and practice for some 16 years and will be missed. She
is one of the few ringers of the gentle sex who have rung Stedman and
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LEADING CONDUCTORS—39.

WALTER AYRE.

Mr. Walter Ayre is a Lincolnshire man, bom at Barton-on-Humber
on December 4th, 1891, but for some years he has been living at
Leverstock Green, near Hemel Hempstead, in Hertfordshire.

His first peal was one of Minor in three methods rung at Barton on
April 22nd, 1911, one of the band being Charles Jackson, who for so
long was the leading ringer at Hull just across the Humber.

Mr. Ayre’s first peal as conductor was one of Bob Minor on October
19th, 1912, and since then he has taken part in 476 peals, of which
166 were on handbells and 223 conducted by him. These show an
extraordinary amount of variety, and it would take a page of ‘' The
Ringing World * to describe them all. They include the first peals of
Eyne, Bushey and Aldenham Surprise Major, Double Court Royal and
Shipway’s Court Major,
and on handbells the first
peals of Spliced Plain and
Little Bob Maximus, Wel-
lington Little Court, Little
Oxford Bob and Richmond
Bob Major. The handbell
peals were called by Mr.

Ayre.

After ringing his first
peal of Major at Hull in
1911, and of Triples at
Grimsby in 1912, he re-
moved to Nottingham for
a time, and when there
rang his first peals of
Royal (Treble Bob at Ches-
terfield), Caters (Grand-
sire at St. Mary’s, Bever-
ley), and Superlative at
Nottingham. He joined
the Army very soon after
war broke out, and served
with the R.F.A. in France
and Belgium. Discharged
in 1917, he entered a train-
ing college in London, and
while there took part in a

handbell peal of Bob
Royal, conducted by John
D. Matthews. In 1920 he

rang his first _twelve-bell
peal—Bob Maximus on the
tenor at St. Saviour's,
Southwark.

It was in 1922 that he
went to live at Leverstock
Green, where there are only two bells, so he had to travel for his
ringing. Peals in all the standard methods and many others followed
—London in 1922 without previous practice. In 1924 he rang with a
band of Royal Cumberland Youths in a peal of Stedman Caters at
the Imperial Institute. He also.rang in the first peal of Cambridge
Surprise Maximus—which completed his sequence in the method—for
the same society.

In 1932 Mr. Ayre joined the band at Apsley End, where he rings
twice on Sundays, as he does not consider that a man is justified in
ringing peals unless he is a service ringer, but he returns to Leverstock
Green to sing in the choir. In 1932 the Apsley band rang very few
methods, but last year they rang over 50 fresh Minor methods. Mr.
Ayre has conducted peals at Apsley in 16 Surprise methods (February
26th, 1938), 25 Minor methods (May 2nd, 1938), and 24 Surprise methods
(September 5th, 1938). His other six-bell performances include a peal
on the heavy ring at Bray in Berkshire, in which he rang the tenor.

Mr. Ayre lives not far from Bushey, and he is a member of the very
talented band there. He has taken part with them in many per-
formances of new Surprise methods.

He was a district secretary of the Hertford Association from 1923 to
1930, and from 1932 to the present time; was president of the associa-
tion in 1935, and has been one of its representatives on the Central
Council from 1937.

MR. WALTER AYRE.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD

NORTHERN BRANCH AT WESLEY'S BIRTHPLACE.

The half-yearly meeting of the Northern Branch was held at Epworth
on Saturday, September 24th. Over 80 members and friends made
good use of the beautiful new ring of eight bells, the ringing extending
from rounds to Spliced Surprise.

All present were delighted to see the president, the Ven. Archdeacon
Parry, back~again after his long illness.

Epworth is the birthplace of John Wesley, and after the formal
business had been dealt with, the president gave interesting facts about
Wesley's life and read extracts from his journal.

The Vicar of Epworth, and others who had assisted, were warmly
thanked for the welcome and efficient arrangements which made the
meeting so successful.
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

A PRESIDENTIAL CHAIN OP OFFICE.

A genera] meeting of the Yorkshire Association was held at York on
Saturday, September 24th, when, by kind permission of the Dean
(the Very Rev. H. N. Bate), the splendid ring of 12 bells at the
Minster was available, and also the light ring of six at SS. Philip
and James, Clifton. In spite of the uncertainty of the weather,
upwards of 100 members and friends were present in the course of the
afternoon and evening, some viewing the ancient beauties of this
historic city, while others sampled the splendour of the mighty bells.

The official proceedings commenced with a meeting of the General
Committee in the Flower Vestry at 3.15 p.m. Most of the members
were punctual, but owing to the bus in which he was travelling stop-
ping at every point en route to pick up and set down passengers, and
several other times for no apparent reason, the general secretary
arrived 35 minutes late, someone being so unkind as to suggest it was
time he got married!

Most of the members attended evensong in the Minster at 4 p.m. at
the special invitation of the Dean. An excellent tea followed at the
Feasegate Cafe and Restaurant, at which approximately 90 sat down.

The general meeting followed, presided over by the president,
Canon C. C. Marshall, supported by the general secretary (Mr. L. W.
G. Morris), the hon. treasurer (Mr. S. F. Palmer), the peal secretary
(Mr. W. Barton), and the vice-presidents (Messrs. G. Lewis, F. Cryer
and H. Gibson). At the outset, the President, in welcoming the Dean,
said how pleased they were to be honoured with his presence at their
meeting for a few moments, and wished to express to him their
grateful thanks for allowing them to hold their meeting at York.

The Dean, in reply, said he was exceedingly happy to welcome them
to York, and added that the relations between the clergy and ringers at
the Minster were of the best. They had a good and loyal team of
ringers and valued their services highly. He hoped everyone present
would enjoy their visit to York and particularly to the Minster.

Before proceeding with the business, the President announced that
the association had lost by death one of its stalwarts, Mr. A. E. West,
of Sutton-on-Hull. Mr. West had worked hard to promote progress
in the Eastern District, and not only his valued services, but his cheery
face would be sadly missed by all. As a tribute of respect, the mem-
bers stood in silence. A hearty vote of thanks to the Dean of York
and the Minster authorities for the use of the Minster bells, and to
the Vicar and churchwardens of Clift-on for the use of their bells, was
moved by the president, seconded by Mr. G. Lewis and carried
unanimously.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the ringers of York and
Clifton for welcoming the association to their towers and for their
kind arrangements.

Mr. G. Horner replied and added that the task of arranging for tea
had been considerably mitigated by the satisfactory manner in which
the members had applied for their tickets. He hoped that state of
affairs would continue.

On the proposition of Mr. G. Halkesworth, seconded by Mr. J.
Holman, it was unanimously agreed to try and arrange the next
meeting at Leeds. It was pointed out that it would be the annual
general meeting, and that it was desirable to hold this in a good
centre, affording easy access to members from all the districts.

QUESTION OF BELL RESTORATION <;RANT.

An appeal from the Ripponden ringers for a grant in connection
with the rehan