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T H E  G U I D E

r p H E  second edition of Ronald H. Dove’s ‘A Bell- 
ringer’s Guide to the Church Bells of Britain ’ has 

made its welcome appearance. The original Guide was an 
instantaneous success, and but for difficulties in the print
ing industry a second edition would have been in the hands 
of the waiting public many months ago. It is very signi
ficant of the change and, generally speaking, advancement 
that over 2,000 amendments to the original Guide were 
necessary. Some are of necessity corrections to the original 
work, which arise through the light of publication, but 
augmentations and recastings are constantly occurring. The 
new Guide includes many improvements, among them 
being a stronger and better finished binding, a necessity 
for many perhaps with a well-thumbed book.

A comparison since the last Guide was published in 
1950 is of interest. In England there were 5,226 rings of 
bells; the number has now been reduced to 5,208. This 
total is made up of 55 rings of 12 (against 54 in 1950), 160 
rings of ten (158), one ring of nine (All Saints’, Basing
stoke), 1,523 rings of eight (1,482), one ring of seven (Gold- 
hanger, Essex), 2,488 rings of six (2,484), and 980 rings of 
five (1,048). In Wales and Monmouth there is a decrease 
of one to 168, the respective figures being 12 bells one (1), 
ten bells four (4), eight bells 58 (61), six bells 84 (85), and 
five bells 21 (18). Scotland has one new eight for ringing, 
at Dunblane, Perth, where the eight were previously 
chimed, and totals 13. In Ireland there are 33 rings—a 
new 10 at St. M ark’s, Dundela, Belfast. Thus the total 
for the British Isles is 12 bells 57 (56), ten bells 174 (171), 
nine bells 1, eight bells 1,607 (1,568), seven bells 1, six 
bells 2,580 (2,577), and five bells 1,002 (1,067); total 5,422 
(5,439).

As regards rings of 12, Liverpool has been enriched 
by the 12 in the Cathedral and the recasting of St. 
Nicholas’, with a tenor weighing 41 cwt. 3 cwt. 15 lb. St. 
Giles’, Cripplegate, is a replacement and Evesham is added 
to the list. The loss has been at Christ Church, West 
Bromwich, where four unsatisfactory trebles have been 
scrapped. There have been some noteworthy changes 
among the rings of 10. There are two new rings at New 
Westminster, B.C., and at Belfast, and augmentations by

two trebles at Stradbroke and Marsden. The ten in the 
former Church of All Hallows, Lombard Street, have now 
a home at Twickenham. (They were originally at St. 
Dionis’, Fenchurch Street.) The former Church of St. 
Michael, Gloucester, has been deconsecrated, but the bells 
have not been removed, although they are not allowed 
to be rung.

Sherborne’s claim of having the heaviest eight (tenor 
46 cwt.) is still undisputed. Ullenhall, Warwicks, is now 
regarded as having the lightest eight with a tenor of not 
more than three cwt. Among the sixes the pride of place 
is Queen Camel, Somerset (tenor 36 cwt. 3 qr. 7 lb.), but 
the lightest is now at Home Farm, Balscote, Oxon, with a 
tenor of 134 lb. Peterborough Cathedral with a tenor of 
approximately 30 cwt. has the heaviest five. These bells 
have not been rung for about 40 years, although Mr. Dove 
is inclined to question the justification of this decision. 
Next in order are East Pennard, Somerset, and Isleham, 
Cambs. For light bells the order appears to be Foots 
Cray (3 | cwt.), Advent, Cornwall (3 cwt. 2 qr. 24 lb.) and 
Stoke D’Abernon, Surrey (3 cwt. 3 qr. 11 lb.).

Interesting new features in the second Guide are ‘ Post- 
War Losses of Ringing Bells ’ and ‘ Transfers of Ringing 
Peals.’ There have been ten post-war losses, but only at 
St. Helen’s, Worcester, and Shenstone, Staffs, were the bells 
in ringing order. Two incidents recorded are to be deeply 
deplored. At Perlethorpe, Notts, five of the six bells have 
been sold and a gramophone installation provided. The 
other instance comes from West Lulworth, Dorset. Be
cause of proximity of an artillery range a new tower was 
necessary. The tower designed by a diocesan architect 
was not only too weak to carry ringing bells, but too small 
to house even a chime. Only two bells were kept for use 
in connection with the clock.

The foreword to the second edition has been written by 
Group Capt. T. V. Lister, of Apperley, Glos. ‘ It is in
valuable,’ he writes, ‘ to organisers of ringers’ outings; to 
ringers whose daily avocations involve travelling, and to 
every ringer who requires an easy book of reference.’ Your 
editor regards Mr. Ronald H. Dove’s work as indispensable, 
and no one could say a warmer ‘ Thank you ’ to him. He 
wore out three copies of the first edition with almost daily 
consultations! Mr. Dove certainly deserves some form of 
recognition from the Central Council, and we trust that 
the second edition will meet with a rapid sale.
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TEN BELL PEALS
EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE WORCESTERSHIRE & DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 
On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 35 Minutes,

A t  t h e  Be ll  T o w e r ,
A PEAL OF 5120 OXFORD TREBLE BOB ROYAL 

Tenor 36 cwt. in C sharp.
•W il f r e d  J . N e w m a n  . .  Treble
• R a l p h  H a r r i s .......................  2

S id n e y  T. H o lt  . .  . .  3 
G e o ff r e y  J . H e m m in g  . .  4  

•J o s e p h  D. J o h n so n  . .  5 
Composed by J . S h a w .

• R .  R oger  S av o r y  . .  . .  6
• R e g in a l d  W o o d y a t t  . .  7
• J o s e p h  E . N e w m a n . .  . .  8
• G er a ld  C. H e m m in g  . .  9
• T h o m a s  W . L e w i s . .  . .T e n o r

Conducted by G e o ff r e y  J . H e m m in g .
• First peal of Oxford T.B. Royal. First of Oxford T.B. Royal as 

conductor. First of Royal on the bells.
Rung on the 106th birthday of Mrs. Fanny Hopkins, Evesham’s 

oldest resident.
BURY ST. EDMUNDS. SUFFOLK.

TH E SUFFOLK GUILD.
On Sat., April 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 25 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C ath ed r a l  C h u r c h  o f  St . J a m e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 

Tenor 30 cwt. in C sharp. v
Treble 

2
3
4
5

• A lic e  E. L e st e r  
R o bert  E. L e st e r  . .
S ta n ley  W. C o p l in g  . .
Ja m e s  B . M o rley  . .

• K e n n e t h  G . B r o w n  
A rranged  by W alter  A y r e .

* First p ea l on ten bells, 
a s  conductor.

SOHAM. CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes, 
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL O F 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL 
Tenor 21 cwt.

• R ic h a r d  R o s e ........................ 6
• L eo nar d  S . S h a r p e . .  . .  7 
t F r ed er ic k  J . B u c k l e  . .  8 

R o n a l d  W . S t e w a r d  . .  9 
H. W il l ia m  B arrett . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J a m e s  B . M o r l e y . 
t  First peal of Royal. First peal on ten

H arry  L. M ar tin  . .  . .  Treble
J o h n  W . W ard  .......................  2
A r t h u r  G . M a so n  . .  . .  3 
W il l ia m  T. C o o k  . .  4
R ic h a r d  J. W . H o u s d e n . .  5 
C o m p o s e d  by J. B u r f o r d .

J o h n  G .  G ip s o n  . .  . .  6  
E r n e st  G . H ib b in s  . .  . .  7 
T. R e g in a l d  D e n n is  . .  8 
C h r is . M . P . Jo h n so n  . .  9
P eter  B o r der  ...................Tenor

Conducted by P eter  B o r d e r .
First peal of Cambridge Surprise Royal by the Ely Association.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
BARROW-ON-HUMBER. LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., April 18, 1956, in 1 Hours and 57 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  T h e  H o ly  T r in it y ,
A PEAL OF 5040 LITTLE BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 16 cwt. 2 qr.
G w e n  I. R u s b y ...................Treble
M ic h a el  C r o w d e r  . .  . .  2
J a c k  B ra y  ........................ 3
N o rm an  B e l l  . .  . .  ■ . .  4 
C o m p o s e d  b y  W. R o y l e .

R o n a l d  C h afer  
C . A u b r e y  H a r riso n  
A r t h u r  C r o w d er  
G eorge  W. M o o d y  .

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by J ack  B r a y .

Rung as a farewell to Rev. E. S. Owen, who is shortly leaving this 
parish.

f y f t f r  n r v r iN  
THE GU ILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS.

On Fri., April 20, 1956, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes,
A t  t h b  C h u r c h  o f  St . D a v id ,

A PEAL OF 5008 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Ten :>r 131 cwt. in G.

S id n e y  S k in n e r ...................Treble I G eorge  S k in n e r  . .  . .  5
E. M a u ric e  A t k i n s . .  . .  2 j * D e n n is  J. C r o ss  . .  . .  6 
H a r o ld  P. B u r to n  . . . .  3 j J o h n  L. S . G l a n v il l  . .  7
F r ed er ic k  W r e f o r d . .  . .  4  J o h n  Q u ic k  ...................Tenor

Composed and Conducted by E. M aurice  A t k in s .
* First peal at first attempt. First peal on the bells for 20 years.
A wedding compliment to  Mr. and Mrs. Norman Mallett.

BILLINGBOROUGH, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GU ILD .

On Sat., April 2 1 , 1956 , in 2 Hours and  53 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 7 cwt.

J a m e s  H. M u s s o n . .  ..T reb le  
T h o m a s  F . G ar fo r d  . .  2 

•S. R o y  W il s o n  . .  . .  3 
B e rn ard  H. D alton  . .  4  

Composed b y F. B e n n e t t .

L eo nar d  P. W il s o n  . .  5
t  B arry B r o w n .......................  6

H orace B e n n e t t  . .  . .  7
C. H arold  W h it t o n  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by C. H ar old  W h it t o n .
* First peal ‘ inside.’ f  First peal.
Rung in honour of the Queen’s birthday.

BOCKING, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

• On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  t h e  D eanery  C h ur c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL OF 5152 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 18J cwt. in E.

H e n r y  P r a t t ...................Treble I ’ Jo h n  B ro w n  . .  •.. . .  5
• M r s . M . M oore  . . . .  2 J o h n  W a r n e r ...................  6
• H ar old  M oore . . . .  3 A lan  S y d e r  ........................ 7

F r a n k  B . L u f k in  . . . .  4  | R o n a ld  S u c k l in g  . .  . .  Tenor 
Composed by J . R e e v e s . Conducted by R o n a l d  S u c k l in g .

* First peal in the method.

CHESHUNT, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt.

• R o bert  J. C h apm a n  
M r s . R . F. D eal .
C . R o n a l d  S m it h  . 

+ L io n e l  S . W o o d s  . 
Composed, by A . C raven  

• First peal of Major

Treble t A n d r e w  J. S a l isb u r y  . .  5
2 | B rian  H o w a r d ................... 6
3 ! C h a r les E. W il l m in g t o n  7
4 A l f r e d  J. H o u s e  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted b y  A l f r e d  J. H o u s e .
+ First peal in the method.

Rung in connection with the launching of a Church Restoration 
Fund appeal.

DAYBROOK. NOTTINGHAM.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 8 lb.

M r s . M . I. P a il in g  . .  . .  Treble F r ed eric k  G . H ooper  . .  5 
M r s . A .  S im p s o n  . . . .  2 1 ‘ W il l ia m  L . E x to n  . . . .  6 
Ja m e s  H . P a il in g  . .  . .  3 A llan  S im p s o n  . .  . .  7 
P eter  M . G il e s  . .  . .  4 A l f r e d  M o u l d  . .  . .  Tenor 
Composed by H. L a w  J a m e s  (C.C.C. 47). Conducted by J . H. P a il in g .

* First peal in the method. First peal on eight as conductor.
Rung on the occasion of the birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.

DRIGHLINGTON. YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Tenor 15 cwt. 2 qr. 9 lb.

• H arold  B arron . .  . .  Treble j G e o ff r e y  C r o s s l e y  . .  5 
C y r il  F .  S u t c l if f e  . .  2 S y d n e y  H . B ar r o n . .  . .  6
Jack  S t it s o n  .......................  3 I Jo h n  P e a r s o n ...................  7
A lbert  W . B o n d  . .  . .  4 ‘ M au ric e  B ro w n  . .  . .T e n o r  

Composed by A . J . C o rrig a n . Conducted by J o h n  P e a r so n .
•F irs t  peal. 150th peal on the bells. Mr. S. H. Barron ‘ completes 

the circle.’
Rung in honour of the Queen’s birthday.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : Maintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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OFFICERS' PEAL.
DRONFIELD, DERBYSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(Sheffield and District Society.)

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n ,

A  PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 15} cwt.

F . B e r n a r d  D i t c h e r  (Auditor) ...........................................  ..T reb le
Jo h n  J. L. G ilbert  (Treasurer and Ringing M aster).. 2
W il f r e d  L. R o b in s o n  (Assistant Ringing M aster)* ................... 3
R e v . G . G o rdo n  G raham  (V ice-President)...................................  4

• J o h n  S. S e a g e r  (Secretary) ............................................................  5
J ohn  E. T u r l e y  (‘ R.W.’ Representative) ...................' . .  . .  6
H erbert  O. C h a d d o c k  (President).................................................... 7
N o rm a n  C h a d d o c k  (C.C. Representative and Asst. Secretary).. Tenor 

Composed by G e o rg e  L e w is  (former Ringing Master). 
Conducted by N o rm a n  C h a d d o c k .

* First peal of Surprise.
Rung by officers of the Sheffield and District Society for the Queen's 

30th birthday.
DUNMOW, ESSEX.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., April 2 1 , 1956 , in 3  Hours and 19 Minutes,

A t th e  C h u r c h  of S t . M a ry .
A PEAL OF 5088 DUNMOW SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 21" cwt. 1 qr. 6 lb. in E flat.
H . W a l t e r  S m ith  . .  . .  Treble j A l l e n  W . C a n s d a le  . .  5 
E d w a r d  P . D u f f i e l d  . .  2  \ J a m es H . E d w a r d s . .  . .  6  
H i ld a  G . S n o w d e n  . .  . .  3 W a l t e r  A r n o ld  . .  . .  7
T erry E arle .......................  4  H arry J . M illa tt  . .  . .  Tenor
Composed by C. J. S e d g le y . Conducted by H a r r y  J. M iiaatt.

The first peal in the method, which is 2nds place Essex.
Rung in honour of the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

ELY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat.. April 2 1 , 1956 , in 3 Hours and  12 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ar y .

A PEAL OF 5088 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 18} cwt.

G il e s  G a l l e y ....................... Treble
R u t h  M . J ac k so n  . .  2

*J o h n  G .  G ip so n  3
W illia m  J . R id g m a n  4

Composed by J. W . W a sh b r o o k .

*T. R e g in a l d  D e n n is  . .  5 
W il l ia m  T. C o o k  . .  . .  6  
C h r is . M. P . Jo h n so n  . .  7
P eter  B o r d e r .......................Tenor

Conducted by P eter  B o r d e r .
* First peal of London Surprise Major.

EPSOM. SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 21, 1956. in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes, 
A t  C h r is t  C h u r c h ,

A PEAL O F 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt. 3 qr. 4 lb. in F  sharp. 

" R ic h a r d  H arbour  . .  . .  Treble | ‘ D erek  G .  S pittle  
Jo an B e r e sfo r d  2
M argaret M . L e w is  . .  3 
E d w a r d  G . L . C o w a r d . .  4 

Composed by J . R . P r it c h a r d .
* First peal in the method.

■  5  
A lbert  E . C h e e sm a n  . .  6 
F rank  O a k sh o t t  . .  . .  7 
A lbert  H arm an  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by A lber t  H a r m a n .

HOLYW OOD,. COUNTY DOWN.
THE IRISH ASSOCIATION.

V n  Sat.. April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 21 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S S . P h il ip  a n d  J a m e s ,

A PEAL OF 5056 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt. 16 lb.

• R o d n e y  S t r in g er  . .  . .  Treble I ‘ F rank  E. F agg  . .  . .  5
Jean S t e w a r t ................... 2 ! W illia m  H a l l ...................  6

‘ V ictor G r if f in  . . . .  3 Jo h n  T. D un  w o o d y . . . .  7
W il l ia m  P ratt  . .  . .  4  H arry B r o w n ....................... Tenor

Composed by W. E. C r it c h l e y . Conducted by H arry  B r o w n .
* First peal of Kent Treble Bob Major.
Rung half-muffled in memoriam Fred Graham, former local council

lor. and Mrs. Campbell, mother of Jack Campbell, former District 
treasurer.

HYTHE. KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . L e o n a r d ,

A PEAL OF 5024 LINCOLNSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 19 cwt.

‘ C r a w fo r d  T. H il l is  . .  Treble I F r ed er ic k  G . H u c k s t e p p  5 
J o h n  R. C o o per  . . . .  2 [ I G e o ff r e y  P ea r so n  . .  . .  6 

f  O l iv e  M. B o u l d e n  . .  3 ! M ark  S . L a n c e f ie l d  . .  7 
A lber t  J . L a n c e f ie l d  . .  4 M ark  W . M ar sh all  . .  Tenor 

Composed by R. F. B . S p e e d . Conducted by M ark  S . L a n c e f ie l d .
* First peal of Surprise Major, t  First peal in the method.
Rung in honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s birthday.

NETHERTON, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 3 Hours,
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. in F  sharp,

W il l ia m  D a v ie s  . .  . .  Treble |
‘ P . G eorge  G o l d e r . .  . .  2

H enr y  H u b b l e .......................  3
S ta n ley  P r e s t id g e . . . .  4 

Composed by J . N ic h o l l s .
* First peal in the method 

25th peal.
NEW ALRESFORD, HAMPSHIRE.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 
On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,

A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . Jo h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,
A PEAL OF 5024 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 15 cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb. in F.

E r n e st  S t it c h ....................
t  D a v id  M . L e e s  . .  . 
F red er ic k  G . H a n d l e y . 
H o w a r d  H o w e l l  . .

5
6 
7

T enor
Conducted by H o w a r d  H o w e l l . 

' inside.’ t  First peal in the method and

R o b in  G . L e a le
R o se m a r y  J . S eabrook  . .  
N elia  M . L e ah y  . .  . . .  

*S . K a th l e e n  M . K n ig h t  
Composed by S t e p h e n  I v i n .

* First peal in the method.

. .  Treble j A d r ian  J . T um ber
2 ' R oger B a l d w in

3 J. M ic hael L ak in
4 t Peter  N ash

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by J. M ic hael  L a k in . 

t  First peal in the method ‘ inside.’

DUNMOW SURPRISE MAJOR. 
-58-4. 58-58, 16-14-3, 14-14, 5.

2nds place lead-end. Clear proof scale.

SIBSEY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., April 21. 1956, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t.  M a r g a r e t .

A PEAL OF 5152 SIBSEY SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 24 lb. in E flat.

N o r a h  M . B ibby . .  . .  Treble \ G e o f f r e y  R . P a r k e r  . .  5 
D e n is  A . F r i t h  . .  . .  2 tGEOFFREY P a u l  . .  . .  6 
G w e n  I. R u sb y  . .  3 G e o rg e  H . R a n d le s  . .  7

‘ F r a n k  G . B lo o m f ie ld  . .  4 J a c k  L. M i l l h o u s e . .  . .T e n o r  
Composed by W. E r ic  C r i t c h l e y .  Conducted by J a c k  L. M il lh o u s e .

* 100th peal, t  50th peal. The first peal in this method.
NEWPORT. MONMOUTHSHIRE.

THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
Oni Tues., April 24, 1956, in 3 Hours,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in t s .
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES

Parker’s Twelve-part. Tenor 14} cwt.
B a rb a ra  M. W il l ia m s  . .  Treble \ W . G w y n n e .  J o n e s  . .  . .  5 
D o r o th y  A . A t w e l l  . .  2 W ill ia m  E . T h o m p s e t t  . .  6
J a c q u e l in e  S. E v a n s  . .  3 D a v id  J . K i n g ................... 7

‘ J o h n  F. J a m e s ................... 4 D o n a ld  G . C l a r k e  . .  . .  Tenor
Conducted by D a v id  J . K in g .

* First peal ‘ inside.’
Rung with the bells half-muffled in memoriam John W Jones, 

Newport.
BRENTWOOD, ESSEX.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., April 25. 1956, in 3 Hours,

A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t . T h o m a s-t h e -M artyr ,
A PEAL OF 5136 SPLICED PLAIN BOB AND DOUBLE 

NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Contains 2,880 of Double Norwich and 2,256 of Plain Bob. with 60 
changes of method. Tenor 19} cwt.
B e r tr a m  C. H in e s  . .  . .  Treble \ L io n e l  C. W o o d s  . .  . .  5
H a r r y  T u r n e r ................... 2 C h a r l e s  E . W il lm in g to n  6
E r n e s t  C . F u rb a n k  . . . .  3 | J o h n  H . S i t c h ................... 7
F r a n k  V. G a n t ................... 4 J o h n  H . C ra m p io n  . .  . .  Tenor
Composed by F. N o la n  G o ld e n .  Conducted by H a r r y  T u r n e r .

Rung as a 72nd birthday compliment to Mr. E. C. Sharplin, a mem
ber of the local company.

SIBSEY SURPRISE MAJOR. 
38-14-1256-16-34-58-56-18.

Seconds place lead-end.' Fourths place bob.
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PULHAM MARKET, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., April 25, 1956, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hu r ch  o f  S t . M ary M agdalene ,

A PEAL OF 5120 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. 50 lb. in F.

S ta n le y  W. C o p l in g  . .  Treble \ H . W il l ia m  B arrett . .  5
E r n e st  W h it in g  . .  . .  2 G eorge  S a y e r ...................  6
N o lan  G o l d e n .......................  3 B ert  G ogle  ........................ 7
A r t h u r  G . B a so n  . . . .  4 j L e s l ie  G .  B r ett  . .  . .  Tenor 

Composed and Conducted by N o lan  G o l d e n .
First peal in the method on the bells.
A  birthday compliment to Mr. A. C . W. Roope, of the local band, 

who has made a good recovery from a serious illness.

SOUTH WIGSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., April 25, 1956, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
F. H. Dexter’s Variation of Thurstans’ Four-part.

Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 19 lb. in F.
E r n e st  M o r r i s ...................Treble I * G . H arry  B ray  . .  . .  5
B rian  G. W a r w ick  . . . .  2 Jo h n  M. Jelley  . .  . .  6
Jo h n  A .  A c r e s .......................  3 W il l ia m  T h o r n l e y . .  . .  7
B r ian  S . C h a p m a n  . , .  4 ] E r n e st  J . Je l l e y  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by B rian  G. W a r w ic k .
* First peal of Stedman. Mr, W. Thornley has ‘ circled the tower.’ 
Rung for the Feast of St. Mark.

BALDOCK, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 26, 1956, in 3 Hours and 21 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ahy-t h e -V ir g in .

A PEAL OF 5024 LINCOLNSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 26$ cwt.

S ta n ley  H . W a l l is  . .  . . Treble
C. H e n r y  H ar din g /  . .  . .  2  
R o n a l d  J . S harp  . .  3
A n d r e w  C. S i n f i e l d . . . .  4 
Composed by R . F. B. Sp e e d .

* First peal in the method.

* A lan  S . S m it h  . .  . .  5
‘ S t e p h e n  I v i n ........................ 6

B ryan F .  S i m s .......................  7
1 L e w is  H. B y w a t e r s  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by L e w is  H. B y w a t e r s .

SIBLE HEDINGHAM , ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Thurs., April 26, 1956, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . P et e r ,

A PEAL OF 5152 BERKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 181 cwt.

A lber t  C a tter w ell  . .  Treble 
F r a n k  C la y d o n  . .  . .  2

• L e w is  W . W if f e n  . .  . .  3
H il d a  G .  S n o w d e n  . .  . .  4

A lan  R. S y d e r  . .  
F rank  B . L u f k in  
J ack  H. B r ett  . .  
W alter  A rn o ld

5
6 
7

Tenor
Composed by G eo rg e  M arriner  Conducted by F ra nk  B. L u f k in .

* 650th peal. First peal in the method by all and for the Association.

ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., April 27, 1956, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J a m e s ,

A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 111 cwt. in G.

Jo s e p h  T h o r n l e y  . .  . .  Treble I P et e r  C ro o k , s e n ............... 5
W il l ia m  R a m sb o t t o m  . .  2 S y d n e y  L eath erbarro w  . .  6  

• G e o ff r e y  F . G a r nett  . .  3 ; A r t h u r  T o m l in so n  . .  . .  7
• G e o ffr e y  S .  M il l s  . . . .  4 R oger  L e ig h  ................... Tenor
Composed by S ir  A. P. H e y w o o d . Conducted by A. T o m l in s o n .

•  First of Double Norwich Court Bob.
Rung to celebrate the enthronement of the Most Rev. A. M. Ramsey 

as Archbishop of York on April 25th.

CAYTHORPE. LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., April 27, 1956, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . V in c e n t ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 

G eo rg e H . R a n d l e s . .  . .  
G eorge  W . C r e a s e y . .  . .  
Jack  L .  M il l h o u se  . .

J. W. W ashbrook’s Variation. Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 8 lb.
N o rah  M. B ib b y  . .  Treble
Jo h n  W a l d e n .......................  2

• D e n is  A .  F r it h  . .  . .  3 
W alter  T o m l in s o n . . -* . .  4

Conducted by J ack  L. M il l h o u s e .
* First peal of Stedman Triples
Rung to  celebrate 50 years’ membership of the Lincoln Diocesan' 

Guild by M r. John Walden.

H . L e s l ie  P a s k ...................Tenor

ALDERMASTON, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Sat., April 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a r y ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 2 qr. 14 lb. in G.

Jo h n  N .  D is e r e n s  . .  . .  Treble
• J e a n  D a w s o n .......................  2

R e g in a l d  W . R e x  . .  . .  3 
B ry a n  C. S t ir l a n d . .  . .  4  

Composed by F. D e n c h .
•F ir s t  peal of Surprise.

A lber t  D is e r e n s  . . . .  5 
G e o ff r e y  K. D o d d  . .  . .  6 
N o el  J . D is e r e n s  . .  . .  7 
R o n a l d  F . D i s e r e n s . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by N o el J . D is e r e n s .

BICESTER, OXFORDSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., April 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 9 Minutes,
At t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . E d b u rg ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB TRIPLES
Tenor 15 cwt. 7  lb.

J . H e n r y  G a r d n e r  . .  ..T reb le  V e r n o n  G r e e n  . .  . .  5 
• F r a n k  A .  B a r r e t t  . .  . .  2 C l i v e  H o l l o w a y  . .  . .  6 

D o n a l d  H . N i b l e t t .  . . .  3 R o b in  A . H o d g s o n . .  . .  7 
t R o b in  J . T r e b i lc o c k  . .  4  + R e g in a ld  w .  B r o w n  . .  Tenor 
Composed by H - H u b b a r d . Conducted by D o n a l d  H . N i b l e t t .

* First peal of Triples, t  First peal on eight bells. First peal of 
Bob Triples by all except the ringer of the seventh.

PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., April 28, 1956, in 3 Hours and 29 Minutes,
A t  t h e  A b bey  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  H o ly  C r o s s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR

Pritchard’s Four-part. Tenor 28 cwt., approx.
R ic h a r d  E . P r ic e  . .  . .  Treble \ S id n e y  J . W o o d co ck  . .  5 
R o g er  W o o d co ck  . . . .  2 T h o m a s  J. L o c k  . .  . .  6
G . W il l ia m  M o r r is . . . .  3 j F ra nk  C . P rice  . .  . .  7
F r e d e r i c k  E . S c o t t  . . . .  4  T o n y  P r ic e  ....................... Tenor

Conducted by F r a n k  C. P r ic e .

SYSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., April 28. 1956, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. P e t e r  a n d  P a u l ,

A PEAL OF 5152 REVERSE CANTERBURY PLEASURE 
MAJOR

Tenor 15 cwt. 26 lb.
E r n e s t  F .  P ay ne  . .  . .  Treble R o y st o n  W il m o r e  . .  . .  5 
E r n e s t  M o r r is  . . . .  2  F . K e v in  T h o m p s o n  . .  6 
M ary  C. P ay ne  . .  . .  3 -  + G eo ff r e y  J . L o w e . .  : .  7 

• G e o ff r e y  M . B r e w in  . .  4  t B .  S te d m a n  P ay ne  . .  . .  Tenor 
Composed and Conducted by E r n e st  M o r r is .

• First peal of Major, t  25th peal together. First of Major in the 
method on the bells, for the Guild, and by all except the conductor.

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
KIDSGROVfi, STAFFORDSHIRE.

THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., April 14, 1956, in 2 Hours and 38 M inutes,

A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . T h o m a s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 

Tenor 91 cwt.
•J o h n  N ix o n  ...................Treble j f  W il l ia m  M a s s e y  . .  . .  4

C h a r l e s  H. P ag e . . . .  2 ! R o ber t  A r r o w s m it h  . .  5 
t P h il l ip  S . W h a l l e y  . .  3 j D o u g l a s  R . W h a lley  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D o u g l a s  R . W h a l l e y .
• First peal, first attempt, t  First peal of Minor.
Rung to celebrate Mr. Arthur W indsor reaching his 50th year as a 

ringer at Kidsgrove Parish Church.
DARLINGTON, COUNTY DURHAM.

THE DURHAM  AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
On Fri., April 20, 1956, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  H o l y  T r in it y ,
A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED SURPRISE MINOR 

Being seven complete 720’s in 21 methods, v iz .: (1) Beverley, Cam
bridge, Hexham, Berwick, Primrose, Surfleet; (2) Netherseale, Light- 
foot. W earm outh; (3) Cunecastre, London, W ells: (4) Alnwick, New
castle; (5) Carlisle, Chester, M unden; (6) Ipswich, Bourne, Cambridge;
(7) York, D urham ; 107 changes of method. Tenor 6 cwt. 3 qr. 9 lb.

. .  Treble T h o m a s  C o o k e ...................  4
2  W . N o r m a n  P ark  . .  . .  5 

. .  . . 3 R o l a n d  P ark  . .  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by R o l a n d  P a r k .

The greatest number of methods rung to a peal, for all the band, 
and for the Association.

R o bert  T .  S im p s o n  
D o r is  M . K il l in g l e y  
R ic h a r d  B u s b y  . .  . .
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CROFT, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

(Hinckley District.)
On M on., April 16, 1956, in 2 Hours and 30 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ich a el  and  A l l  A n g e l s ,

A  PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE M INOR 
|n  seven m ethods: (1) London, (2) Wells, (3) Durham, (4) York, (5) 
Cambridge, (6) Beverley, (7) Surfleet. Tenor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 6 lb. in B.
F r e d e r ic k  W a ts o n  
R ita  M. S t r a t f o r d  . .  
C h r i s t in e  J .  S t r a t f o r d

Treble M ic h a e l  V e rn o n  . .  . .  4
2 J o h n  V e rn o n  ...................  5
3 M ic h a e l  E. B ro w n  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by M ic h a e l  E. B ro w n .
First peal of seven Surprise M inor methods by all the band, on the 

bells, and by six Hinckley District ringers.
A  wedding compliment to Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Wass.

SILK WILLOUGHBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
TH E LINCOLN DIOCESAN G U ILD .

On Wed., April 18, 1956, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . D e n is ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Being seven extents, each called differently. Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb.
D e n is  A . F r i t h  . .  ..T reb le  

• Jo h n  E. C o o k  „  „  2
B ria n  H u n t ,  ...................... 3

Conducted b y  J a m e s  H. M u s s o n .
•  First peal of M inor and first ‘ inside.’

WILLESBOROUGH, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., April 18, 1956, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being seven extents in ten m ethods: (1) Kent and Oxford Treble Bob,
(2) Cambridge Surprise, (3) St. Clement’s and Double Oxford Bob, (4) 
Plain and Double Bob. (5) Oxford Bob, (6) Double Court Bob, (7) 
Hereward Bob; each called differently. Tenor 12 cwt.

A lbert  J. L a n c e fie l d  . .  4
Jo h n  R. C o o p e r ........................ 5
M ark  S . L a n c e fie l d  . .  Tenor

B e r y l  P h i l p o t ......................Treble
D a v id  S t a p l e s ................... 2

t '  C r a w f o r d  T. H i l l i s . .  . .  3
Conducted by M ark S. L a n c e f ie l d .

First peal in ten methods by all the band.
Rung as a farewell to the ringer of the second, who left for National 

Service on April 19th.

MELDRETH, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Thurs., April 19, 1956, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  T h e  H o ly  T r in it y ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 12 cwt.

J a n e  T h o r pe  ....................... Treble
E u st a c b  W. B u l l m a n  . .  2  
■Wil l ia m  T. C o o k  . .  . .  3

H o ra c e  W. E ase y  . .  . .  Treble j D o u g l a s  M it c h e l l . . 
E d w in  T . C h a p m a n  . .  . .  2 A r th u r  W. B ir d  
J o hn  W . G . K in d r e d  . .  3 ‘ P eter  K in d r e d  

Conducted by P eter  K in d r e d .
•25th peal. The first peal of Kent T.B. Minor by all. 
Rung in honour of the Queen's birihday.

W. R u s s e l l  R e a d  . . . .  4 
R o y  S t e p h e n so n  . .  . .  5 
Ja m e s  H. M u s s o n  . .  . .  Tenor

T. R e g in a l d  D e n n i s . .  . .  4  
Jo h n  G . G ip s o n  . .  . .  5 
J . D e s m o n d  P a in t e r . . . .T e n o r

C o n d u c te d  by W il l ia m  T. C o o k .

ARRETON, i s l e  o f  w i g h t ,  
t h e  WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 29 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . G eo rg e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being one 240 Pitman’s arrangement, and 40 six-scores (ten callings). 

Tenor 9 cwt.
• F ra nk  S . T aylor  . .  . .  Treble I ‘ C h a r les  A . D rake . .  . .  4 
■•Wil l ia m  U p t o n  . . . .  2 D a v id  R . R e e d  . .  . .  5 
tHENRY F. L o n g  . .  . .  3 S id n e y  M o o d y  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D a v id  R . R e e d .
• First peal of Doubles, t  First peal at first attempt.
Rung to celebrate the Queen’s birthday.

BLYTHBURGH. SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  T h e  H oly  T r in it y ,

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lb.

4
5

Tenor

GILLETT
A N D

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

No matter in which corner of the country 
you happen to be, as likely as not you 
will come across Gillett & Johnston bells 
or tower clocks. Cillett & Johnston crafts
manship is embodied in an all-embracing 
service —  as much in the preservation 
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
AND

C L O C K  M A K E R S

C R O Y D O N
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BURTON-IN-KENDAL, WESTMORLAND.
TH E LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J a m e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 

Being three extents of Oxford T.B., three extents of Kent T.B. and one 
extent of Plain Bob. Tenor 12J cwt. 
G e o r g e  E. B r a i t h w a i t e  . . Treble J a m es  B a g n a l l ................... 4
R oland  F .  E ccles 
J am es E . B urles

A la n  C a p s t i c k ................... 5
A lan C a s so n  ........................Tenor

Conducted by G eorge  E. B r a it h w a it e .
Rung as a wedding compliment to Miss Jane Margaret Howarth and 

Mr. Joseph Odam, who were married at this church the same day.
EXFORD, SOMERSET.

THE BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,

A t  th e  C h u r c h  of  St . S a l v y n ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 

Being seven extents, each called differently. Tenor 10i cwt.
• G eorge  M a id m e n t  . .  . .  Treble ’ A r t h u r  R . T u d b a l l

G ilber t  G . D a v is  . . . .  2 I saac  F a r m e r .....................
• R e v . H e n r y  F . W a r r e n . .  3 | H e n r y  W . L l o y d  . .  . 

Conducted by I saac  F a r m er .
* First peal of Minor. First recorded peal on the bells.

GAMSTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes, 
A t  th e  C h u rc h  of  S t . P et e r ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR

and Kent Treble Bob, and three 
Tenor 8 i cwt. 

D e n n is  A . S m e d l e y  . .  . .  4  
A r n o l d  H il l  . .  ... . .  5 
H arold  D e n m a n  . .  . .  Tenor

Being two extents each of Oxford 
extents of Plain Bob 
G race B ur ch nall  . .  . .  Treble |
K a th a r in e  B ur ch nall  . .  2 
G e o rg e  C h allan s . .  . .  3

Conducted by H arold  D e n m a n .
Rung for the birthday of H.M. Queen Elizabeth II.

HOLKHAM PARK. NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat.. April 21. 1956, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urc h  o f  St . W it h ib u r g a ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Consisting of 720 each of St. Clement’s. Oxford and Kent Treble Bob. 
and four extents of Plain Bob. Tenor 19 cwt. 1 qr. 1 lb. in E.
H u b e r t  C . C ro m e  . .  . .  Treble \ T o n y  O w e n  ................... 4
C e c i l  V. E b b e rs o n  . . . .  2 N o rm an  V. H a r d in g  . .  ■ 5
E r n e s t  H . M a s t in  . .  . .  3 W il l ia m  R o s e ...................Tenor

Conducted by N o rm an  V. H a r d in g .
Rung in honour of the wedding of Lady Anne Coke, daughter of 

the Earl of Leicester, and the Hon. Colin Tennant.
POLSTEAD. SUFFOLK.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ary ,
A  PEAL OF 5040 K EN T TREBLE BOB M INOR 

B ein g  o n e  2,160 an d  four 720’s. T e n o r  10 c w t.
D o n a ld  B . M u n r o  . .  . .  Treble j P e t e r  G .  B a r n e s  . .  . .  4 
M r s .  P. G . B a r n e s  . . . .  2 j G e o r g e  W . B a r n e s  . .  . .  5
A la n  R.  A n d r e w s  . . . .  3 R o y  D u e s b u r y ...................Tenor

Conducted by A lan  R. A n d r e w s .
The first peal on the bells since restoration by John Taylor and Co. 

RAMPTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 22 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A ll  S a in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB DOUBLES 
Being 42 ex ten ts . T e n o r  4 c w t. 2 q r. 23 lb. in  C sh arp .
H a r o l d  J .  F. M u n c e y  ..T reb le  I G e o f f r e y  A. L u c a s . .  . .  3
D o n a ld  E. R. K n ig h t s  . .  2 | S ta n ley  S h i p p ................... 4

• H en r y  C. F o st e r  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by H en r y  C. F o s t e r .

* First peal of Doubles. First peal as conductor.
Rung in honour of the birthday of H.M. the Q ueen.'

IBSTOCK. LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.

On Thurs., April 26, 1956, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . D e n y s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent of Cambridge Surprise, two extents each of Oxford 
Treble Bob. Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 12 cwt. in G.

4
. 5 
. Tenor

G e o r g e  L. R o o bo tto m  . .  Treble 
R o la n d  B e n ist o n  . .  . .  2 
J o s e p h  W. C o tton  . . . .  3

J o hn  W . R aw 'so n  . .  . .  4  
A r th ur  E. R o w l e y  . .  . .  5 
B arnabas G . K e y  . .  . .T e n o r

Conducted by A r t h u r  E. R o w l e y .

WALSHAM-LE-WILLOWS. SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., April 21, 1956, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M a r y .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents, each called differently; ‘ Ropesight ’ Nos. 1. 2, 3, 
5, 6, 18 and 22. Tenor 13 cwt.
• M r s .  R. E. L e s t e r . .  . .  Treble j K e n n e t h  G. B r o w n . .  . .  4 

J a m es  B . M o r le y  . . . .  2 R o b e r t  E . L e s t e r  . .  . .  5 
A l i c e  E. J. L e s t e r  . .  3 L e o n a r d  S . S h a r p e  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by K e n n e t h  G. B r o w n .
• First peal and first, attempt.
Rung in honour of the birthday of H.M. the Queen.

SANDHURST. BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD

(Sonning Deanery Branch.)
On Sat., April 28, 1956, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M ic h a e l  a n d  A l l  A n g e l s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one extent each of Woodbine Treble Bob. Single Oxford Bob, 
and Oxford Treble Bob, and two each of Kent Treble Bob and Plain 
Bob. Tenor cwt.
•W il l ia m  C o l l in s  . .  . .  Treble [ t J a m es  E . W ig h t m a n  . .  4  

B e rn ard  C . C a s t l e . .  . .  2 W il l ia m  J. P aice  . .  . .  5 
L e s l ie  W . P aice  . . . .  3 j W il l ia m  J. H. P arker  . .  Treble 

Conducted by W illia m  J. H. P a r k er .
* First peal on  treble, t  First peal and first attempt.
Rung to commemorate the 75th year of the Oxford Diocesan Guild 

of Church Bellringers.

HANDBELL PEALS
NUNEATON, WARWICKSHIRE.

THE COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Fri., April 13. 1956, in 2 Hours and 20 Minutes,

A t  G reen  W a y s , G ip s y  L a n e ,
A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor size 18 in G.
• M argaret  B e a m is h  . .  1— 2 I A l f r e d  B allard  . .  . .  5— 6  
•W alter  W h it e h e a d  . .  3— 4  | ‘ H u ber t  A s h if .y  . .  . .  7— 8 
Composed by C. H. M a r t in . Conducted by W alter W h it e h e a d .

* First peal of Yorkshire ‘ in hand.’

HORSHAM. SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., April 22, 1956, in 2 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t  K n a it h . S pe n c e r s  P lac e ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Tenor size 15 in C.

L eo nar d  S t il w e l l  . .  . .  1— 2 | ‘ G eorge F ra n c is  . .  . .  3— 4 
•W . L e s l ie  W e l l e r . .  . .  5— 6 
Conducted by W . L e s l ie  W e l l e r .

* First peal of Minor ‘ in hand.’ First peal ‘ in hand ’ as conductor.

ITCHINGFIELD. SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Wed., April 25, 1956, in 1 Hour and 59 Minutes,
A t T h e  G l a d e s . B a r n s  G r e e n ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED DOUBLES 
Being one extent each of (1) Huntspill Bob and Oakley S.C., (2) New 
Bob and Itchingfield S.C.. (3) Plain Bob and Candlesby S.C., (4) 
Reverse Canterbury Pleasure and Raveningham S.C.; two extents each 
of (5) St. Nicolas' Bob and Longford S.C., (6) St. Nicolas’ Bob and 
Hascombe S.C., (7) St. Nicolas' Bob and Thornborough S.C.. (8) St. 
Remigius’ Bob and Thornborough S.C., (9) St. Remigius’ Bob and 
Hascombe S.C., (10) St. Remigius' Bob and Longford S.C., (11) Win- 
chendon Place Bob and Hascombe S.C., (12) St. Simon’s Bob and 
Rugby S.C., (13) St. Simon's Bob and Merton S.C., (14) St. Simon’s 
Bob and Slapton S.C., (15) St. Osmund's Bob and Slapton S.C., (16) 
St. Osmund's Bob and Merton S.C.. (17) St. Osmund’s Bob and Rugby
S.C., (18) St. Martin's Bob and Rugby S.C., (19) St. Martin's Bob 
and Merton S.C.. (20) St. Martin's Bob and Slapton S .C .; and three 
extents each of (21) Winchendon Place Bob and Longford S.C., (22) 
Winchendon Place Bob and Thornborough S .C .; 267 changes of method.

Tenor size 15 in C.
G eorge  F ra n c is  . .  . .  1— 2 | W . L e s l ie  W eller  . .  . .  3— 4- 

• J oan  M . P h il l ip s  . .  . .  5— 6  
Conducted by G eorge  F r a n c is .

* First handbell peal. First in 20 methods by all the band and fo r 
the Association.
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PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN 
GUILD 

Wellingborough Branch
A successful quarterly meeting was held at 

Bozeat on April 21st. A company of 80 was 
present a t tea, which included Miss E. Steele, 
of Biddenham, Bedford, and visitors from the 
Northampton and Kettering Branches. The 
Vicar of Bozeat-with-Easton Maudit (the Rev. 
W. G. Knight) gave a very interesting address 
during the Guild service. The Guild Bell Re
storation Fund collection amounted to £2.

During the business proceedings the members 
stood in silence in memory of Mrs. H. Linnell, 
Wilby, for 30 years an honorary member, and 
Mr. C. Payne, for many years leader of the 
Irchester belfry.

Five new ringing members from Bozeat were 
elected. Higham Ferrers was chosen for the 
next quarterly meeting, and one guinea was 
voted to the Bow Bells appeal.

Bozeat, Easton Maudit and Yardley Hastings 
bells were open for ringing during the after
noon and evening. A. B.

NORWICH DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION

An enjoyable meeting of the North Norfolk 
Branch was held at Aylsham on April 21st. 
Ringing included Stedman Triples, Plain Royal 
and, of course, Bristol Major.

The service was conducted by the Rev. C. 
W. Martyn, who welcomed the ringers to  his 
church. At the business meeting, following a 
most enjoyable tea, Mr. A. G. Bason presided.

It was decided to hold an interim meeting 
at Heydon on June 9th. subject to permission. 
The meeting on July 14th will be a t Coltishall 
and not as Mattishall, as stated. C. B.

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 
Melton Mowbray District

Buckminster is a  village in a  wood. The 
houses and village street are surrounded by 
trees and the Parish Church is in a  lovely set
ting a t the far end of the village green, with 
yew trees in the churchyard. The tower, 
crowned with a spire, is unusually situated in 
the south aisle, and the pleasant ring of six is 
rung from  the ground floor with the ringers 
standing in the open church. A very successful 
meeting o f the District took place on April 
28th.

Canon H. V. Williams, the Vicar of Buck
minster, has recently had a serious operation 
and had not returned to  the parish. Members 
were sad to  learn that, in addition to his in
disposition, the Vicar had sustained a great 
sorrow in the sudden death of his daughter, 
who leaves a young family. At the business 
meeting the District secretary, Mrs. P. A. 
Corby, was instructed to  write to Canon Wil
liams to  express the condolences of the Guild. 
The Rev. G. H. Salaman conducted the service.

At the business meeting members were re
minded of the Central Council visit to Leicester 
at Whitsun, and were invited to apply to  the 
District secretary for tickets for the dance and 
social (free to  members and friends) that is to 
take place at the Bell Hotel, Leicester, on Whit 
Tuesday evening. The joint meeting with the 
Nottingham Branch of the Southwell Guild was 
suggested for June 9th.

For the next district meeting at Great Dalby 
on May 26th, the District secretary is to  do her 
best to  arrange a  bus from Waltham and 
Melton.

Mr. Simpkin, leader of the local band, was 
re-elected to the Guild and the hope was ex
pressed that the new band of ringers he is 
training would shortly become members.

SURREY ASSOCIATION
The Southern District meeting a t Oxted on 

April 21st attracted a good attendance and one 
of the surprises o f the ringing, supervised by 
the District Ringing Master, Mr. A. P. Cannon, 
was a  boy of 12 years of age ringing Surprise 
methods and calling other touches with great 
efficiency.

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Hawkes conducted the 
service in the absence of the Vicar through in
disposition, and in his address recalled many 
of his past associations with bells and ringing.

Ten new members were elected and a col
lection for the Bow Bells Fund raised 15s. The 
presentation to  M r. C. T. Champion, the recent 
District secretary, on his marriage, was to be 
made at Burstow on May 12th.

THE SUFFOLK GUILD
The Halesworth District meeting a t Wren- 

tham on April 21st was attended by about 35 
members and visitors from Essex and Norfolk.

The weather was kind and allowed the west 
doors to be opened, and ringing took place in 
the warm sunlight. The accent was on youth. 
Time was found to suit all tastes from  rounds 
to  Surprise Minor.

The service was conducted by the curate, 
who made all welcome, and apologised for the 
unavoidable absence of the Rector. An ex
cellent tea was served to all at The Pantry. 
Five new members were elected from Beccles 
and Southwold. The next meeting, it is hoped, 
will be held a t Southwold on July 14th.

J. W. B.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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The peal of Cambridge Sur
prise Royal at Soham on BELFRY GOSSIP 
April 28th was the first known 
D eal of Royal on the bells since November 23rd,
1821, when the Society of Soham Youths rang 
a  peal of New Treble Bob Royal.

Remittances to  Mr. J. E. Jealer, Greystones, 
Cusgarne Truro, Cornwall. Cheques payable 

to 4 The Ringing World.’

Central Council o f Church Bell Ringers.. 
H o n . S e c r e ta r y  a n d  T r e a s u r e r :  E. A. 

B a r n e t t ,  26, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, Kent. 
Telephone: Bexleyheath 8689.

E d ito r ia l  C o m m it t e e :
J. F r a n k  S m a l lw o o d  (convener), 16, Comer- 

agh Road, West Kensington, London, W.14. 
Telephone: Fulham 4935.

F rank I .  H a ir s .
J o sb ph  T . D y k e .
R. S. A n d e r s o n .

E d it o r : T . W . W h i t e .

The Rev. F . LI. Edwards, Rector of Kington 
Magna since 1908, is resigning the living as 
from July 25th.

Miss Barbara Mitchell has been lucky in four 
peals from four attempts in her three weeks’ 
leave from  the Middle East.

Determination of Devon friends of Mr. and 
Mrs. Norm an Mallett won in the end. The 
peal at St. David’s, Exeter, on April 20th, in 
honour of their wedding, was the third attempt.

Dr. Neil Smith, o f London, was an unex
pected but nevertheless welcome visitor to  the 
annual meeting of the Irish Association at 
Dublin on April 28th.

‘ Tower snatching may be fun but it is not 
really very good manners.’—The Rev. M. B. 
St. L. Hurst-Bannister, Master of the Bath and 
Wells Diocesan Association.

The Bishop of Lancaster, missioner at Wal- 
ton-on-Thames for the Guildford Diocesan 
Mission, visited the belfry and thanked each 
ringer personally for his services. The bells 
were rung for each service during the week.

After a long absence from the peal and 
quarter peal columns, Bnxworth, Northants, 
recorded a quarter peal on April 14th, in which 
three of the local band took part in their first 
attempt.

Three Grammar School boys from  Grantham 
cycled to  Silk Willoughby and rang a peal of 
Plain Bob M inor on April 18th. ‘ The striking 
was perfect all the time,’ reports the conductor, 
Mr. J. H. Musson.

An amusing story is in 
circulation amongst very pro
minent Yorkshire peal ringers. 

It appears that south of the Yorkshire border 
a  band was attempting a peal, and throughout 
the ringing the conductor was making heart
rending appeals such as ‘ Don’t  make such wide 
leads; fill in the gaps in the middle and don’t 
keep missing dodges behind.’ At the conclu
sion of the peal the Vicar came in, shook hand? 
all round and expressed his regret that one of 
the clappers sent away to be repaired the pre
vious week had not yet been re tu rn ed ! One 
wonders if outside listeners were able to ascer
tain whether the methods was Sths place or 2nds 
place at the lead-ends.

Ringing a t Swefling, Suffolk (6), has been 
stopped as the builders who carried out a 
£1,000 repair on the tower claim damage is 
being caused to the new work.

An order has been given to  Messrs. John 
Taylor and Co. to  commence work on Theber- 
ton bells. It is hoped to have the bells back 
in the tower during the year.

We are sorry to learn of the death of Mr- 
George Bunyan, o f Pirton, Herts. A stalwart 
of the band for many years, his willingness to 
teach the youngsters and his cheerful disposi
tion will be sadly missed in the belfry.

Reporting on the peal a t Pershore Abbey, 
Mr. Frank C. Price writes that the quality of 
this peal was 100 per cent., being witnessed by 
Mr. W. H. Coles. The bells were by general 
opinion probably the best tone of their age and 
weight anywhere.

The passing of Mrs. E: M. Savage, of East 
Budleigh, Devon, is regretted by many friends 
in the West Country. Although a non-ringer 
she was keenly interested in ringing and was 
never happier than when ‘ doing the rounds ’ 
with or entertaining a ringing party.

THE WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY

ESTABLISHED 1570

MEARS & S T A IN B A N K  
BISHOPSGATE 2599.

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD 
LONDON, E.l.
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LEICESTER HAS PLANNED A GREAT WELCOME
In connection with the visit o f the Central 

Council to  Leicester for Whitsun, excellent 
ringing and social arrangements have been 
made for the visitors. Appended is the pro
gramme :—

H e a d q u a r te r s  : The Bell Hotel, Humber- 
stone Gate, Leicester. All ringers and friends 
will be welcome at headquarters during the 
weekend.

R IN G IN G  ARRANGEMENTS

FRIDAY, MAY 18th 
St. Margaret’s (12), 7.30—9 p.m.
All Saints’ (8), 7.30—9 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 19th 
Loughborough Foundry (10), 10 a.m.—12 noon. 
Loughborough Parish (10), 2—4 p.m.
Birstall (8), 2—3 p.m.
South Wigston (8), 10—11.30 a.m.
All Saints’ (8), 10—11 a.m., 8—9 p.m. 
Aylestone (8), 11 a.m.—12.30 p.m., 2.30—4 p.m. 
St. John-the-Divine (10), 2—3.30, 7—8 p.m. 
Cathedral (12), 2—4, 7.30—8.30 p.m.
St. Mary de Castro (8), 3—4.30 p.m.
Belgrave (8), 3—4.30 p.m.
St. Margaret’s (12), 4— 6 p.m.

W HIT SUNDAY (Ring for Services)
All Saints’ (8), 8.30—9.30 a.m., 5.45—6.30, 7.45 

—8.30 p.m.
Cathedral (12), 9—10, 10.40—11 a.m., 5.30—

6.30, 8—8.30 p.m.
South Wigston (8), 9.15—10 a.m., 2—2.45, 5.30 

—6.30 p.m.
Thurcaston (8), 9.30—10.30 a.m., 5.30—6.30 

p.m., and after service.
St. Margaret’s (12), 10— 11 a.m., 5.30—6.30 p.m. 
St. Mary de Castro (8), 10—10.50 a.m., 5.30—

6.20 p.m.
Sileby (8), 10—11 a.m., 5.30—6.30 p.m.
St. John-the-Divine (10), 10.15—11 a.m., 5.45—

6.30 p.m.
Aylestone (8), 10.15—11 a.m., 5.45—6.30 p.m. 
Anstey (8), 10.30—11 a.m., 5.30—6.30 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 21st 
Loughborough Foundry (10), 10 a.m.— 12 noon, 

2—4 p.m.
Sileby (8). 11 a.m.— 12 noon. 3—4 p.m.
Birstall (8), 2—3 p.m.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD
Standard methods were rung at the annual 

meeting of the Bicester Deanery Branch on the 
very fine eight at Kirtlington on April 28th.

The Branch president (the Rev. A. F. Gate
house) presided a t the business meeting, when 
the secretary (Mr. C. H. Kinch) stated that on 
the whole Sunday service ringing was well main
tained and the accounts showed an increased 
balance of £7 2s. 9d. from £3 15s.

The president was re-elected as were the Rev. 
J. Elkerton and Mr. F . Sharpe vice-presidents, 
and Mr. Kinch hon. secretary. The sum of 
£2 2s. was donated to  the Bow Bells Restora
tion Fund.

In an address the Master (the Rev. C. 
Elliot Wigg) mentioned the appeal for 2s. per 
bell from each parish towards the Guild's Re
storation Fund. The donations from the 
Parochial Councils had enabled increased 
grants to  be made.

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to 
the Rev. L. A. Gutch for conducting the ser
vice and his address, to  Mrs. L. Kirkland for 
her * ringers’ tea,’ the organist and the hon. 
secretary.

Belgrave (8), 10—11 a.m., 3—4 p.m.
Cathedral (12), 10—11.30 a.m., 7—8.30 p.m.
St. M argaret’s (12), 10 a.m.—12 noon.
St. John-the-Divine (10), 10—11 a.m., 3—4 p.m. 
All Saints’ (8), 10—11 a.m., 8—9 p.m.
Anstey (8), 10—11 a.m.. 3—4.30 p.m.
Aylestone (8), 10.30—11.30 a.m., 3.30—4.30 

p.m.
St. Mary de Castro (8), 3—4.30 p.m.
South Wigston (8), 10.30—11.30 a.m., 7.30—9 

p.m.
Thurcaston (8), 11 a.m.—12 noon, 4— 5.30 p.m.

R IN G IN G  TOUR, SUNDAY, MAY 20th
The details shown in * The Ringing World ’ 

of April 13th have been amended as follows: 
Leave headquarters at 1 p.m. Ringing at 

M arket Bosworth (8) 1.30 to 2 p.m. 
Chilvers Coton (10), 2.30 to 3 p.m. 
Hinckley (8), 3.30 to 4.15 p.m.
Earl Shilton (8), 4.30 to  5.15 p.m. 
Claybrooke (8), 5.45 to  6.30 p.m.

Dinner at The Hinckley Knight (Watling 
Street) at 6.45 p.m., returning to Leicester for 
ringing at the Cathedral or All Saints’.

Tickets at the same inclusive charge of 
10s. 6d. per head from either Mr. B. S. Payne, 
10, Woodgate, Rothley, Leics, or Mr. S. Burton, 
78, Edward Avenue, Braunstone, Leicester.

W HIT MONDAY TOUR
Leave headquarters, Bell Hotel, at 9.30 a.m. 

Ringing at Loughborough Parish (10), 10— 
10.45; Melton Mowbray (10), 11.15—12. Lunch 
at Bell Hotel. Melton Mowbray, at 12.15, 
thence through Belvoir Park past Belvoir Castle 
(seat of the Duke of Rutland) to Bottesford 
(8), 2—3; Grantham (10), 3.45—4.30. Tea at 
Stoke Rochford Road House, 5 p.m. Oakham
(8), 6.45—7.30. Return to headquarters at 8.30 
p.m. Inclusive charge for the day tour, 26s. 
per head.

W HIT TUESDAY
Holy Communion in the Cathedral at 8 a.m. 

Council meeting in the Council Chamber of the 
Town Hall at 10 a.m.

Civic Reception in the Town Hall at 5 p.m. 
A social evening, with a dance band in attend
ance, in the ballroom at headquarters. Tickets 
(free) will be available during the weekend and 
may be obtained on request from any member 
of the Leicester Guild Committee.

JOINT M EETING AT BURTON- 
ON-TRENT

A joint meeting of the Society for the Arch
deaconry of Stafford, Midland Counties Guild 
and Shropshire Association was held at Burton- 
on-Trent on April 14th, and proved most en
joyable and successful. With five towers avail
able for ringing, the meeting attracted an 
attendance of 102. The towers in question were 
All Saints’, St. Modwen’s and St. Paul’s, at 
Burton-on-Trent, Winshill and Rolleston-on- 
Dove, all of which were put to good use.

The service was held at St. Paul’s, where the 
Vicar, Rev. W. Willis Price, gave the address. 
A sumptuous tea was served in St. Paul’s Insti
tute by a willing band of lady helpers. After 
the meal, Mr. W. Curzon, of the Midland 
Counties Guild, thanked Rev. W. Willis Price 
for his inspiring address, and Mr. B. G . Key 
and his helpers and the ladies for the excellent 
arrangements.

Although not officially taking part, a number 
of North Staffordshire Association members, in
cluding the secretary, Mr. E. H. Edge, were 
present.

M ORE BELFRY GOSSIP
The sprightly Mr. T . Reginald Dennis has just 

rung his first peal o f London Surprise at the 
age of 72.

The ringer of the 2nd in the peal a t Apsley 
End on April 3rd, 1956 (‘ Ringing W orid,’ page 
245), was Frederick J. Plummer and not as 
printed.

Forty ringers and friends from Northampton 
and District visited Wolverton, Stony Stratford, 
Whaddon, Bletchley, Fenny Stratford, W oburn, 
Husborne Crawley and Wavendon for their 
Easter Monday outing. Thanks are due to  those 
who met the party a t the various towers.

His friends in St. David’s Diocese and else
where regret to learn that Mr. R. Scudamore, 
of Llandilo, will be unable to  ring for some 
weeks. ‘ Hurry up, Ralph, and get better. The 
Diocese needs your services,’ write some of his 
old pals.

On April 24th, on the recommendation of 
‘ The Church Times,’ Mr. Ronald Hamilton, of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Company, took a 
tape recording of the bells of St. M artin’s 
Church, Chelsfield, Kent, and interviewed 
some of the ringers. The recording is to be 
used in a programme featuring people and 
places.

Willesborough (Kent) has lost, temporarily, 
one o f its most promising younger ringers— 
David Staples — who has gone to Formby 
(Lancs) to  start his National Service. He will 
be missed, too, by his many other friends in the 
parish, as he was a  keen and willing worker in 
other activities of his church. We feel sure 
he will soon make friends in his new surround
ings and be a welcome visitor at nearby towers.

It was a big disappointment to the band 
which rang the peal of Dunmow Surprise 
Major on the Queen’s birthday that Mr. Lewis 
W. Wiffen was prevented by a bad cold from 
being in  the band. He had taken part in two 
practice quarters in the method and also in a 
previous peal attempt, lasting nearly three 
hours, in which he rang faultlessly. M r. Walter 
Arnold, who stood in his place at very short 
notice, had never struck a blow of Dunmow 
before he rang in the peal. '

The 50 years’ service rendered by M r. Arthur 
Windsor to Kidsgrove, Staffordshire, was re
cognised not only by a peal on the bells, but 
by the ringers and church officials being enter
tained to  tea at the Vicarage. Presentations 
followed—a barometer and a cheque from the 
church. The Vicar (the Rev. W. Yates), in 
thanking Mr. Windsor for his services, hoped 
that his example of service would be followed 
by the younger members of the tower. Mr. 
Windsor suitably replied and added that the 
peal had been a great pleasure to  listen to.

A WALTHAMSTOW WEDDING
Two ringers attached to St. Mary’s Church, 

Walthamstow, Miss Sonia Coles, daughter 
of Mr. C. T. W. Coles and granddaughter 
of the late Mr. C. T. Coles, for many year' 
hon. secretary of the Middlesex County As
sociation, and Mr. Alan Shepherd, a student at 
Cambridge University, were married at the 
Methodist Church, Highams Park, on April 
28th. The ceremony was attended by many 
friends and relatives and several members of the 
St. Mary’s, Walthamstow, Society of Ringers.

Unfortunately as there were several weddings 
at St. Mary’s that day it was impossible to  
ring the bells at the time of the wedding, but 
on Sunday, April 29th, the St. Mary’s ringers 
rang a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples be
fore the morning service and attempted a quarter 
peal of Grandsire Caters before the evening 
service. The writer also rang at the wedding 
of the bride’s grandparents at St. Geor ge s-in- 
the-East. H. R.
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P ILTON BELLS
Among the large congregation that assembled 

at Pilton Parish Church on April 21st for the 
rededication of the church bells by the Lord 
Bishop of Bath and Wells (the Rt. Rev. W. H. 
Bradfield) were ringers representative of a large 
number of towers scattered over a wide area of 
the Diocese.

Before the service began a recording of the 
retuned bells was made. Later in the afternoon 
when the ringers were having tea at the Vicar- 
age, this recording, together with one made 
before the bells were taken away in January, 
were replayed to show the remarkable and dis
tinctive improvement.

The following ringers, all of Pilton, rang 
when the recording of the bells was m ade: 
Messrs. R. Harris 1, T. Harris 2, S. Atwell 3, 
R. Talbot 4, IE. Lambert (captain) 5, Rev. L. 
M. Hurst-Bannister (Vicar) 6.

Mr. W. Theobald officially represented 
Messrs. M ears and Stainbank, the Whitechapel 
Bell Foundry, London.

During the service the lesson was read by 
Mr. Roger O. Fry, the general secretary of the 
Diocesan Association.

COSTLY PIECE OF WORK
The Bishop, in his address, referred to the 

costly piece of work that had been undertaken 
by the parish in getting the bells retuned, and 
he praised the parishioners that there had been 
no lack of response. It had rapidly become 
possible to  put this work in hand and now the 
parishioners could rightly rejoice for the com
pletion of this task. During the time the bells 
had been in the process of being retuned and 
recast the people of Pilton had been without 
them in the common life of the parish, and he 
recalled how much the people of Britain had 
missed the sound of church bells during the 
grim years of the war.

The Bishop said that change ringing in the 
Church of England had become a unique a r t; 
it was unique to this country and was known 
nowhere else in the world.

The right use of the bells depends upon 
those who are called to ring them Sunday by 
Sunday and at other times as occasion shall 
require. ‘ Let it not be thought for one 
moment,’ the Bishop declared, ‘ that bell 
ringing is a bit of healthy exercise for those 
who like that kind of thing, although that kind 
of impression is abroad. That may well be due 
to  the fact that some bell ringers have not 
brought to their task that degree of consecra
tion and witness that is expected from all those 
who are called to the service of the Church. 
The laity have a part to  play in the Church as 
veil as the ordained minister, and it is not 

enough merely to  ring bells to call people to 
worship and then walk away from that very 
worship to which they are summoning people. 
Bell ringing is very much a part of the minis
try of the laity as serving at the altar of God, 
and a  good bell ringer ought always to be a 
good churchman.

‘ The Diocesan Association of Bell Ringers, 
of which your Vicar is the Master, is trying to 
ensure that those who are called to the active 
service are themselves consecrated men and 
women, who are finding their fellowship not 
only in their art o f bell ringing but also in 
their fellowship of worship.’

RE D ED IC AT ED
TWOFOLD PURPOSE

The Bishop said that the purpose of church 
bells was twofold. Their first purpose was to 
summon the congregation into the fellowship 
of worship in their parish church. This sum
mons was an individual summons for the simple 
reason that men and women are unique in
dividuals and therefore each has his own part 
and place in the worship of the Church. If 
one person was to withhold his worship the 
whole worship of the Church and the fellow
ship of the whole Christian family is thereby 
weakened.

‘ Secondly, whenever the bells are rung, on a 
Sunday, or at any other time, we must remem
ber the Lord our God and that we are His 
children. The message the bells proclaim is 
that the Christian faith and practice in the 
Christian life are the one essential in the 
spiritual extension of the congregation and the 
whole community. The bells call you to lift 
up your hearts to Him whose love we share. 
Let it not be thought that it is merely a case 
of playing a musical tune. The whole point 
is the bells call us to Him and tell us to re
member Him at that moment. It is a loss to 
us all when their special significance is over
looked and forgotten.’

During the singing of the last hymn a' col
lection was taken for the Chuich Bell Appeal 
and amounted to £16, bringing the tQtal of the 
Appeal to £475. Another £45 is now needed to 
complete the Appeal. Donations are most 
welcome and should be sent to the Vicar, or 
to  the Treasurer of the Appeal, Mr. R. Ken- 
nard Davis, On the Hill, Pilton, Shepton Mal
let, Somerset.

WEST WICKHAM, KENT
The story behind the rehanging of the ring 

of six at St. John-the-Baptist’s, West Wickham, 
Kent, is one of purposeful endeavour and en
terprise. The bells (tenor about 13 cwt.) needed 
rehanging and the fifth had to be recast. The 
resident band, under their leader, Mr. Arthur 
Richards, tackled the work of dismantling and 
rehanging and now have a tuneful ring, which, 
we understand, go like the proverbial tops.

Not only did the ringers do all the work 
(except the recasting) but they have contributed 
a sum of £110 towards the cost. This money 
represents their ringing fees (for weddings, 
etc.) over a number of years, which they care
fully saved up until the work could be tackled.

West Wickham ringers «re to be congratu
lated on such an outstanding effort, and we 
wish them all possible enioyment in ringing 
their bells.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations towards meet
ing the cost of producing ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ :—

Personal.—A clerical well-wisher 7s. 6d.
Peals.—Newport (Mon) 4s., N orth Bradley 

5s., Fairfield 4s„ St. Stythians Is. 6d.
Quarter Peals.—Brampton 2s. 6d., Windsor 

4s., Edenbridge 2s., Freshwater 2s. 6d„ Hands- 
worth 3s., Quedgeley 2s„ Wells 4s., Waltham
stow 4s., Queenborough 2s. 6d.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE 
ASSOCIATION 

Presentation to Canon H. S. 
Stephenson

The retirement of Canon H. S. Stephenson 
last September was noted in ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ and marked by a peal of Grandsire 
Triples on the bells of St. Mary’s, Gateshead, 
on his last day as Rector there—an office he 
had held since 1914. The Durham and New
castle Diocesan Association decided at the time 
to make a presentation to him but for various 
reasons, principally the Canon’s inability to 
travel any great distance, this was delayed 
until the Western District met on April 21st 
at Whickham.

At the conclusion of the ordinary business 
the president (Mr. Richard A. Gofton) made 
the presentation to Canon Stephenson. He re
called that Canon Stephenson was the im
mediate past president and was probably 
the only man to  hold the office of president 
who was not a practical ringer. That alone 
demonstrated the esteem in which he was held 
by ringers, and his friendship had extended 
over a great many years. It was the hope of 
all that Canon Stephenson would be spared for 
many years to enjoy the retirement he had 
so richly earned. The presentation was a 
finely-illustrated volume on ‘ English Cathe
drals,’ beautifully inscribed by Mr. J. Brew
ster, as follow s: ‘ Presented to their friend of 
many years standing, Canon H. S. Stephenson, 
on his retirement, by the members of the 
Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Association 
of Change Ringers. April, 1956.’

Canon Stephenson acknowledged the gift and 
said that it was a very happy coincidence that 
the Association’s area covered the only two 
dioceses in which he had served, despite his 
long ministry. He would value that book in 
his now greatly reduced library and he hoped 
that the good work of the Association would 
be continued.

Mr. C. McGuiness voiced the thanks of the 
meeting to Mr. Stephen Thompson, who had 
taken the chair. All present were delighted 
to see him again after his indisposition and 
wished him well for the future. D. A. B.

Cambridge University Guild
At the annual general meeting of the Cam

bridge University Guild held on April 25th 
the following officers were elected:—President. 
Rev. A. C. Blyth, M .A.; treasurer, Rev. Prof
C. F . D. M oule: Master, Mr. J. D. Painter, 
Gonville and Caius College: secretary, Mr
F. B. Cookson, St. John’s College; librarian, 
Mr. A. J. Howard, Trinity College; auditor, 
Mr. P. F. Windley, Jesus College.

Bedfordshire Young Ringers
A cycling ringing week-end in Hertfordshire 

was spent by Bedfordshire Young Ringers on 
April 21st and 22nd. Towers visited were 
Great Muncfen, Little Munden, Bennington. 
Aston and Kempton on the first day. The 
night was spent at Whitwell Youth Hostel, and 
on the Sunday at King’s Walden and Hitchin 

The methods rung included Plain Bob. 
Grandsire, Stedman, Doublfc Court. Kent, Cam
bridge, London and Munden.

‘ POULARD ’ (Regd.)

BELL ROPES
& C H U R C H  F L A G S

Nearly 2\ centuries of experience to give you the 
FINEST POSSIBLE QUA LITY’

JOSEPH BRYANT LTD.
Phone 2-4026 BRISTOL 2 Established 1718
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LETTERS TO
ROUNDS ACCIDENTALLY IN  A PEAL 

ATTEMPT
Dear Sir.—On Agendum 10 (c) at the next 

Central Council meeting members will be asked 
to agree that no peal should be recognised (pre
sumably by the Council) in which rounds occur 
accidentally,’ ‘ for any reason,’ in the course 
of the peal. The following situation may, 
therefore, occur. In a peal ending with three 
bobs a t Home, and Mr. P. Bear conducting, 
the first bob at Home is called and the fourth 
hesitates to run in. N ot being a bear of enor
mous brain, the conductor wastes his efforts 
shouting at the fourth, but in spite of this 
12345678 comes up, however badly struck, and, 
though followed by the correct row 41326587, 
no peal is admitted. In a similar peal, with 
Mr. Wol conducting, the same trouble occurs, 
but Mr. Wol, being much wiser and having 
foreseen such difficulty, is ringing the tenor, and 
instead of trying to  put the fourth right he 
puts all his energy into heaving on his back
stroke, and just manages to get it in before the 
7th, thereby producing the row 12345687. In 
doing so he creates a horrible noise—much 
more so than does M r. P. B., but since 12345687 
is not counted as rounds his peal is ‘ recog
nised,’ provided, of course, he corrects the 
mistake ‘ immediately.’

I t  is almost impossible to explain why two 
wrongs should make a right and one would 
think, sir, that there must be something illogical 
in a  rule which allows such a situation to oc
cur. It is to be hoped that, by amendment or 
even by more positive means, members will en
sure that such a rule is not added to the Coun
cil's Rules and Decisions.—Yours faithfully, 

Arrington. W. J. RIDGM AN.

PROPOSED AUSTRALIAN TOUR
Dear Sir,—I regret to inform the ringers in

terested in the proposed tour of Australia that 
owing to the lack of support it will now have 
to be abandoned, for this year at least. I 
should be pleased to arrange it for another 
year if anyone is interested. This would give 
some an opportunity to  save up for it.

I was much encouraged in the first place by 
letters from ringers who had returned from 
Australia, one of whom suggested that if I 
only got five willing to make the trip it should 
be made. I still feel, however, that a band of 
eight would be the minimum required to make 
the trip. I take this opportunity of thanking 
those who have interested themselves in the 
project, and thank them for their letters.— 
Yours faithfully,

J. L. GARNER HAYWARD.
Coventry.

LINCOLN TIPS
Dear Sir,—I am not in the habit of sticking 

imr neck out, but as no one with the exception 
of J. R. Mayne has made an attempt at 
clearing the question up, I may be able to at 
least move in that direction.

Although Rochester Surprise Major was 
claimed by A. Craven, the first peal in the 
method was rung at Leiston as the product of
G. Lindoff. I would like to say that I agree 
entirely on what Mr. Maync says about 
‘ Ripon ’ and ‘ Norton.’ ‘ Lincoln,’ the method 
rung at Helmingham on February 14th, 1935, 
was produced by G. Lindoff.

New London, one of the four methods pub
lished by A. Craven on August 22nd, 1924, was 
claimed by Mr. G. Baker as ‘ Bellthorpe,’ pub
lished on October 5th, 1921; Mr. Craven with
drew his claim on September 5th, 1924. How
ever, I have no knowledge of how. why or 
when the name was shortened to ‘ Thorpe.’— 
Sincerely yours,

E. W. TIPLER.
Lutterworth.

THE RINGING WORLD

THE EDITOR
IM PERIAL INSTITUTE BELLS

Dear Sir,—As two possible future homes for 
the Imperial Institute’s bells, in the event of the 
wanton destruction of this building, have al
ready been proposed, may I suggest yet another 
possibility.

These bells, known as the Alexandra Ring, 
were presented to  Queen Victoria to be hung 
in the campanile of the Imperial Institute and 
rung on royal birthdays and other State oc
casions. All the bells bear the names of mem
bers of the Royal Family of that time, and 
to  transfer them to any church tower would 
seem most improper.

Should Her Majesty deem that they be 
transferred to Windsor Castle, would they not 
be heard to better advantage in the town if 
hung on top of the Round Tower? Also, the 
historic ring in the Curfew Tower could then 
remain undisturbed.

If the bells are to remain in London, the 
Victoria Tower of the Palace o f Westminster 
would seem a  very fitting place for them. This 
tower has recently been strengthened after 
being encased in scaffolding for years. If the 
Alexandra Ring was hung in this tower, it 
would hot lose its identity and could be rung 
on the same days as at present, and also for

• the State opening of Parliament.—Yours faith
fully,

ALAN J. BLAIR.
London, W.3.

CLOSED SHOP
Dear Sir,—Mr. William Stote’s letter in 

the issue of April 27th makes very interesting 
reading, perhaps more so to me than many.

He states that the bells of St. Paul’s, Imperial 
Institute and Westminster Abbey are not the 
playthings of the Exercise, whatever that may 
mean, and goes on to say that tradition de
mands they be manned by safe ringers and 
good strikers; he would have us believe that 
they are only a  ‘ closed shop ’ to  poor strikers 
and stay-basners.

I have no first-hand experience of the first 
two above named towers, but as far as the 
Abbey bells are concerned they are a ‘ closed 
shop’—I repeat, a  ‘ closed shop ’—whatever Mr. 
Stote would have us believe otherwise, whether 
you are a stay-basher, a good ringer o r a 
ringer of the highest order.

It is a rule of the Abbey authorities (I have 
this in writing) that no ringer whatsoever shall 
ring the Abbey bells other than the eight 
official ringers appointed by the Dean and 
Chapter, and that only in the case o f illness or 
other unforeseen circumstances shall one of 
the ringers be replaced by an official deputy; 
deputies are limited to  about six in num
ber. Furthermore, no person shall enter the 
ringing chamber except by special permission 
of the Abbey authorities.

I am well aware that all these rules are made 
by the Dean, etc., but those closely interested 
are in agreement.

Please don’t let anyone write and say that 
the Abbey is a special place, that it is not in 
the Diocese of Westminster but is under the 
jurisdiction of the reigning sovereign. I am 
fully aware of this, but it is still a place where 
God is worshipped, and I am certain that God 
does not recognise any part of His house as a 
closed shop.

Mr. Stote says ‘ tradition demands ’ ; I am 
quite sure that even rounds rung by a so-called 
‘ stoney band ’ to the true glory of God is far 
more acceptable to Him than Spliced Surprise 
M ajor rung for the self-glorification of those 
concerned, whether it be abbey or village 
church.—Yours truly,

MAURICE J. LOCKEY.
Maulden.
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NO RIG H T TO R IN G  ANYWHERE
Dear Sir,—In my opinion, Mr. Birmingham’s 

letter of April 13th is an example of biased and 
extremely exaggerated wishful thinking. The 
bells of the Imperial Institute were given by 
Mrs. E. Millar, of Melbourne, Australia, to the 
President of the Institute, Edward VII, when he 
was Prince of Wales, to be rung on royal occa
sions. If they are the property of the Queen 
then they are not her personal property, but 
only her property in her capacity as Queen. 
They are secular bells, and the bells at Windsor 
Castle are rung on religious as well as royal 
occasions. If the Institute bells have to be 
moved I certainly hope they will stay in West
minster, as now. Surely there is a secular tower 
somewhere in Westminster that could hold them. 
How about the Houses of Parliament? In any 
case it would be discourteous not to consult the 
Australian Embassy about their removal. Per
haps they could be hung in Australia House?

He must be the only person to hold the 
opinion that the Curfew bells are tuneless. They 
might sound rough when a few visiting learners 
start splashing around, but get a band on them 
that knows how to ring and you will have to 
go a long way to hear anything grander. Per
sonally, I do not think that the Institute bells 
are better than the Curfew bells. The only 
difference lies in the extra weight.

His allegation of a * closed shop ’ in London 
is completely unjustified. Certainly a decent 
standard of ringing is insisted upon at the 
Institute, but if a ringer can ring on that weight 
and can ring Stedman Caters, he will be made 
welcome and allowed to ring. He will be told 
what bell to ring, but surely that always hap
pens where a visitor's capabilities are not known 
to the locals. Village choirs might be invited 
to sing in cathedrals, but too many learners 
have been given the impression by their instruc
tors that they have a right to ring where and 
what they like. This is absolutely wrong. And 
it is wrong for Mr. Birmingham to suggest that 
ringers, experienced or otherwise, have a right 
to ring anywhere. No one has the right to nng 
at any tower. The incumbent is in sole charge 
of a ring of bells, although in general he grants 
the locals the right to ring on their own bells 
more or less when they wish, in exchange for 
regular and decent service ringing. In far too 
many places the ringers don’t stick to the bar
gain and ring Surprise on practice night and 
Doubles on Sunday sometimes. I hope he does 
not think he has the right to ring at StanweU, 
although as in nearly every tower he is always 
welcome to ring.

There is absolutely no closed shop in London. 
Certainly the College Youths insist on a high 
standard from visiting ringers, and rightly so. 
for they have a high standard and without them 
there would be no decent regular service ringing 
on the heavier and higher numbered rings in 
London. No other Society or Association is 
capable of it, and without them the number 
of keyboards in the city would increase tre
mendously.—Yours sincerely,

FRANK T. BLAGROVE.
Stanwell.

‘ BEASTS OF THE BELFRY’
Dear Sir,—I cannot understand how Miss K. 

M. Yeo failed to appreciate the witticism o f 
the article ‘ Beauty and the Belfry." which I 
feel sure was written by a woman. I thoroughly 
enjoyed it as a light, amusing piece of literature, 
and I am sure other ringers will agree with me.

No one. not even the ‘ Beasts of the Belfry ’ 
(male ringers), could take it seriously, as they 
know only too well that, nowadays, many bands 
could not function without the so-called 
‘ Beauties.'—Yours faithfully,

JUNE M. CLEMENTS,
Worthing.



300 THE RINGING WORLD May 11, 1956

LETTERS—Continued
‘ THE H U N TR ESS’

Dear Sir,—I thought that ‘ D. R. C .’ ’s 
article ‘ Beauty and the Belfry ’ was one of the 
wittiest and most amusing articles I have read 
fo r a  good while.

I don’t  know about women getting pushed 
into ringing by so-called friends, but it is cer
tainly a  fact that many of them take up ringing 
to  please their husbands—I have known several 
such cases.

Like ‘ D. R. C .,’ I also wondered which 
category I came into—I have met examples of 
each of the types that she describes.

I wonder if Miss Yeo has met the ‘ Hunt
ress.’ She erupts into the belfry full of en
thusiasm. She is to be met with a t all meetings 
and practices, and before long is peal ringing 
busily. Her enthusiasm is as boundless as her 
energy and her leisure appears to be infinite. 
Her ringing career is short and brilliant and 
terminates triumphantly with her marriage to 
the most eligible male in the district and she 
is never seen in the belfry again. Worse still, 
she often keeps her husband away, also. I 
assure Miss Yeo that she is to be met with 
occasionally along with the others in
* D. R. C .’s ’ article.

Anyhow, how about an article about the 
male types?—Yours faithfully,

JESSIE M. KIPPIN.
Southampton.

THE BELLS OF DROITWICH
Dear Sir,—I remember reading with interest 

the article of the Rev. K. W. H. Felstead on 
the bells of Worcestershire, and. in particuar, 
his reference to two Droitwich churches. The 
particular ' Ringing World ’ in which his article 
appeared I have passed to another member of 
o u r band so I can only reply from memory.

Droitwich originally possessed two churches. 
The Parish Church of St. Andrew, which had 
eight bells, with a tenor about 21 cwt., had the 
tower lowered sometime in the 1920’s, and 
seven of the bells lie dormant in the base of 
the tower. I am not in possession of any re
cord of peals that may have been rung on these 
bells prior to  dismantling.

There is a Church of St. Peter dc Witton, 
which had its bells augmented from three to  
six in memory of parishioners killed in the 
1914-18 war. The tower is at present unsafe 
and ringing is not allowed, but a few peals have 
been rung on these bells at different times. The 
period during which I have knowledge is from 
April 29th, 1928, when one peal of Doubles was 
rung by the local band, to September 5th, 1936, 
eight peals (five of which were Doubles). Since 
the war one peal was rung for the Coronation 
of Her Majesty.

There is another church, once in a  parish 
adjoining Droitwich, but now in the borough, 
the Church of St. Augustine, Dodderhill, 
with the finest ring of eight bells in the Mid
lands. I wonder if this was one of the two 
churches to which Mr. Felstead refers. The bells 
here were all o f the old six run out, and a new 
set of eight cast by Messrs. Taylor and Co. 
in 1932. Because of the great demand for these 
bells peals have been restricted, but the follow
ing are some of which I have record, but I 
may have missed som e:—

First peal on the bells, April 2nd, 1933; 
total from then until the ban numbered eight. 
Since the ban was lifted up to July 11th, 1953, 
the total was 19.

Though these bells are rung more or less 
regularly for two services on Sunday and prac
tice on Tuesday, we are still not strong enough 
for local peal ringing, and many thanks are 
due to Mr. J. Lindo.1 , of Birmingham, and 
his friend, Miss Yeld, for continued visits to  
.assist at practice.—Yours faithfully.

W. H. RAXTER.
Droitwich-

BOW BELLS AND THEIR RINGERS
Dear Sir,—Surely not, when Bow Bells are 

restored, are we going to  witness a controversy 
as to who shall ring them according to whether 
they subscribed to  the Bell Fund or not. Let 
us hope that the same conditions will prevail 
as before the last war, when practices were 
held and, occasionally, Association meetings. 
As P. H . Whitaker remarks, we do not want 
any unnecessary restrictions to invade our 
ringing rooms.

In most towers visitors are made very wel
come and, providing they behave in a manner 
expected of them, they are usually given an in
vitation to  come again.

The Exercise can be looked upon as a bro
therhood, and rightly so, as it brings people 
together not only for the purpose of ringing 
bells but also enables them to know each other 
better. When we realise where we meet, for 
what purpose we use our energies, the instru
ments we use and to  whom they are dedicated, 
the Exercise becomes a brotherhood in every 
sense of the word. Silly differences should 
never be tolerated.—Yours faithfully,

RICHARD NEWMAN.
Stroud Green Road, N.4.

THE IRISH ASSOCIATION 
Northern District

Over 110 members attended the Northern 
District annual meeting at Ballymena on Easter 
Monday, out of a District membership of about 
220.

District officers elected w ere: Chairman, 
Canon J. C. Rutherford (of St. Nicholas’, Car- 
rickfergus, where the next annual meeting will 
be held); vice-president, Rev. J. B arry; sec
retary, Mr. J. T. Dunwoody; assistant secretary, 
Miss J. Stewart; treasurer. Rev. J. J. Fielding; 
Ringing Master, Mr. H. Brown; auditors, 
Messrs. W. Dewart and W. L. Douglas; trustees 
of Bell Repair Fund, Messrs. W. Pratt, R. P. 
Hatch and R. G. Nelson. About 150 members 
and friends were present at the lunch.

The Adamson Cup was retained by SS. Philip 
and James’, Holywood, ringing Stedman Triples 
with 33 faults against 38j by St. Donard’s, Bel
fast, ringing Grandsire Triples. Nine teams 
took part in the Cunningham Cup competition, 
all ringing call changes. Placings: 1 St. Bro- 
nach’s, Rostrevor, 6 fau lts; 2 St. Donard’s, 
Belfast. 26 faults; 3 St. Patrick’s, Ballymena,
41 faults. Mrs. Adamson presented her trophy 
and Miss Cunningham, daughter of the donor, 
the Cunningham Cup.

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION 

Chew Deanery Branch
The quarterly meeting was held at Portishead 

on April 21st and was attended by 39 ringers 
representing 18 different towers.

Ringing was followed by ithe Association 
form of service conducted by the Rev. J. M. 
Burroughs.

Some amusement was caused during tea in 
the Church Hall (also used as a  school room) 
by the seemingly unintelligible ‘ writings on 
the wall,’ which, it turned out, was the modern 
way of teaching children to  read and write. 
Perhaps one of our ringing-schoolmastering 
friends could give us a little ‘ Technical Tittle- 
Tattle ’ on this subject.

Before the business meeting those present 
stood in silence to  the memory of George Yeo, 
of Long Ashton, who had passed away since 
the last meeting. Two new members each from 
Backwell, Portishead and Publow and one from 
Nailsea were elected. Subject to permission 
being given, it was decided to hold meetings as 
follow s:—Weston-in-Gordiano, M ay; Chew 
Stoke or Publow, June; and Long Ashton 
(quarterly) in July. In connection with the 
practice meetings it was resolved that in future 
these should be from 5 to 8 p.m.

The secretary said that he had received some 
literature in connection with the Bow Bells 
appeal and stated that the Association general 
committee had suggested that each tower should 
be left to dccide whether or not to support the 
appeal and should pass any contributions to 
him before the committee meeting on June 
30th, when the total amount for the Associa
tion would be sent to the fund.

CORPORATE COMMUNION
Despite the loss of an hour during the night 

the fine octave a t Wraxall was pulled up in 
peal soon after seven o’clock the next morning, 
when members rang for and attended the 
Parish Communion, when the celebrant was the 
Rector (Prebendary W. N. Kempe). Breakfast 
was afterwards enjoyed in the library adjoining 
the church, and we are very much indebted to 
the Wraxall ringers and their ladies for pro
viding such a fine feed. Ringing was resumed 
until morning service. M. J. H.

N O W  R E A D Y !  r . h . d o v e ’s n e w  e d i t i o n  o f

BELLRINGERS’ GUIDE TO THE

CHURCH BELLS OF BRITAIN
A N D  R I N G I N G  P E A L S  O F  T H E  W O R L D

W ith over 2,000 Amendments, Two New Appendices 
and greatly improved Binding

OBTAINABLE ONLY FROM
W. H. VIGGERS, 37, HIGHFIELD GARDENS, ALDERSHOT 

P R IC E S
(a) STANDARD E D IT IO N , cloth back, stiff board sides, 6/6 each
(b) LIBRARY E D IT IO N , full cloth case, blocked gold 9/6 each
(c) STANDARD E D IT IO N , interleaved plain paper 12/- each

Plus postage and packing: Single copies 6d. (interleaved 9d.); additional copies 4d.
12 or more post free 8180
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ABFRAVON, GLAM.—On April 26th, 1,26(1 Sted- 
man Triples : G. I. Lewi^ 1, A. Hannington 2, T. M. 
Roderick 3, J. Lovatt 4, H. Boyce 5, N. G. Leech 6. 
A. J. Pitman (cond.) 7. H. Crab 8. Rune when
H.R.H. Princess Margaret was in the parish. Also re
membered by those taking part was their doyen, the 
late Mr. John H. Jones.

ALDRINGTON, SUSSEX.—On April 15th. 1,272 
Kent Treble Bob M inor: R. D. Brown (first in 
method) 1. Diana M. Gough (first in method) 2. 
Valerie Mepham 3, D. H. Paine 4. H. W. Brown 5,
S. W. Brown (cond.) 6. For Evensong. ,

ALLESLEY, WARWICKS.—On April 22nd, 1.260 
Cambridge Surprise M ajor: F. W. Perrens 1, C. 
Aylett 2, J. W. T. Taylor 3. R. Winter 4, W . Stote
5. G. Gardner 6, P. Stone 7. J. L. Garner-Hayward 
(first as cond.) 8. For Evensong.

APSLEY END, HERTS.—On April 15th, 1,260 
Plain Bob Minor : R. Goldsncy 1. Joyce Philps 2, 
R. Shutter 3, A. V. Good 4. K. Good (cond.) 5. W. 
Puddifoot 6. First Quarter in their respective posi
tions for 1 and 2. A birthday complimcnt to the 
conductor.

ARLESEY, BEDS.—On April 15th, 1.260 Grandsire 
Doubles: M. Fox 1. Miss F. Smith 2, A. Simpson 
(cond.) 3, B. Pike 4. C. Turner 5. K. Barnes 6. For 
Evensong.

ASH, SURREY.—On April 21st, 1.260 Doubles (300 
Grandsire, 960 Plain Bob) : Miss B. Davidge 1, Miss
A. E. Goodchild 2. Miss S. Sherwood 3, E. Sherwood
4, P. Sherwood (cond.) 5, S. Russell 6. For the 
Diocesan Mission Week.

ATCHAM, SALOP.—On April 14th, 1,360 Grand
sire Doubles : Miss C. B. Hall 1. B. Jones 2, R. F. 
Davies 3. k .  Nicholls 4, A. E. G. Owen (first as 
cond.) 5, B. Onions 6.

BANSTEAD, SURREY.—On April 22nd, 1,260 Sted
man Triples: Gillian Parsons 1, R. Harbour 2, 
Joyce Fishlock 3, R. I. Parsons 4, H. N. Pitstow 
(cond.) 5, N. Hobden 6, A. E. Cheesman 7, M. F. 
Layton 8. For the Diocesan Mission.

BARKING, SUFFOLK.—On April 22nd, 1.260 Plain 
Bob M inor: P. R. J. Lester 1. W. Girling 2. Miss 
M. Newby (first quarter) 3, J. J. Prentice 4, A. E. J. 
Lester 5, R. E. Lester (cond.) 6. For Evensong.

BARNET, HERTS.—On April 2nd. 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples: R. Harrison (first of Triples on treble) 1. 
T. Pink 2, R. eraser 3, M. Soper 4, C. King 5. C. 
W ard 6, W. Poolman (first as cond) 7, W. Lang
ley 8.

BARROWBY, LINCS.—On April 24th, 1.260 Doubles 
(660 Grandsire. 600 Plain B obj): Mrs. F. W. Pinch
beck 1, K. Ketteringham 2, J. E. Cook 3, W. R. 
Read (cond.) 4, F. W . Pinchbeck 5, A. O. Nichols 6. 
First in two methods 3 and 4.

BELGRAVE, LEICS.—On April 15th. 1,260 Plain 
Bob Triples: C. Linch 1, P. Wells 2, O. Castleman
3, A. Skinner 4, J. Kesterton 5, N. Abell 6, R. Barrow 
(cond.) 7, E. Bass 8.

BRAMPTON, HUNTS.—On April 1st, 1.260 Grand
sire Doubles : Lucy Allen (first in method as cond.) 1, 
Maureen Allen 2, E. J. Whiting 3, R. F. Baker 4, 
J. W. Allen 5. For the festival of Easter. Al,so on 
April 23rd, 1,260 Grandsire D oubles: R. F. Baker 
(cond.) 1, Lucy Allen 2, Maureen Allen 3, C. Clarke
4, J. W . Allen 5. Rung for St. George’s Day. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT. STAFFS.—At All Saints*
Church, on April 18th, 1,260 Grandsire D oubles:
H. H. Brittan 1, L. Chamberlain 2, C. G. Smith 3, 
Gloria Inwood 4, J. H. Brittan (cond.) 5, L. Manning 
(first quarter) 6. Rung as a  21st birthday compliment 
to Miss Stella Mear. a  ringer a t this church.

CHEPSTOW, MON.—On April 22nd. 1.260 Grand
sire Triples : Miss B. Sjoberg 1. Miss P. Jones 2, 
Miss J. S. Evans 3, C. Bryant 4, J. J. Simms 5, J. E. 
Morgan 6. D. J. King (cond.) 7, T. Griffiths 8. Rung 
in memoriam John W. Jones. Newport.

COLCHESTER, ESSEX.—O n Nov. 20th. 1955, at 
St. Peter’s Church, 1,34h Dunmow Surprise M ajor:
A. Syder 1, Mrs. H. J. Millatt 2, L. W. Wiffcn 3. 
T. Earle 4. E P. Duffield 5, J. H. Edwards 6. Hilda
G. Snowden 7, H. J. Millatt (cond.) 8. First in 
method by all. Also on April 15th, 1,344 Dunmow 
Surprise Major : A. Syder 1, E. P. Duffield 2, L. W. 
Wiffen 3, T. Earle 4, A. W. Cansdale (first in method)
5, J. H. Edwards 6, Hilda G. Snowden 7, H. J. 
Millatt (cond.> 8.

QUARTER PEALS
DAVENTRY, NORTHANTS.—On April 14th. 1.296 

Little Bob Major : C. Swann I . E .  G. Orland 2. Miss
D. Elson 3, D. Griffin 4. M. Amos 5, M. Chown 6, 
R. Wilson 7, S. G. Osborne (cond.) 8. First quarter 
in the method by all the band.

DEAL, KENT.—On April 17th, 1,260 Grandsire 
D oubles: Miss B. V. Harley (first quarter) 1, G. E. 
Ruck (cond.) 2, Miss A. Vine 3. M. M. Milner 4, 
R. D. Rees 5, Miss M. P. Gulliver (first quarter) 6. 
Rung as a compliment to Mrs. H. C. Alexander, 
daughter of Mr. M. M. Milner, on the birth of a son 
(David Charles).

DEAN PRIOR, DEVON.—On April 23rd, 1.260 
Plain Bob Minor : A. L. Bennett 1, Mrs. D. E. Hood 
2, E. M. Atkins (cond.) 3, M. Hood 4, D. J. Cross 5, 
W. J. Harvey 6. Rung on St. George’s Day for the 
patronal festival of the church.

EDENBRIDGE, KENT.—On April 22nd, 1.280 
Superlative Surprise Major : W. Slaughter 1, G. Olliver
2. G. Parsons (first in method) 3. J. Euston 4. A. J. 
Bull 5. A. Lewry 6, H. May 7, E. Talbot 8. For 
Evensong.

ELTHAM, KENT.—On April 21st, 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples : R. Clarke 1, W. Rawlings 2. Miss B. Slark
3. F. Hurrell 4. E. J. Coode 5, K. Small 6. M. 
Oakshett (cond.) 7, J. Sims 8. Rung for H.M. Queen 
Elizabeth II .’s 30th birthday.

EPSOM, SURREY.—On April 18th. at St. Martin’s 
Church, 1,259 Grandsire Caters : Brenda Cbappel 1,
E. J. Lindley (cond.) 2, D. G. Ashridge 3. A. E. 
Cheesman 4. Janet M. Besant 5, L. D. Kingswood 6.
F. Oakshott 7, A. J. Adams 8. J. Hill 9, J. C. 
Davidge 10. First quarter by 6 and 10. First on ten 
by 1 and 5. For morning service.

EXETER, DEVON.—At the Cathedral, on April 
22nd, 1,260 Grandsire Triples on the ‘ Thomas Eight ’ : 
N. Mallet (cond.) 1, R. H. Drewctt 2, W. A. Wills 3,
G. Skinner4 4. F. Wreford 5, A. R. Jones 6. C. P. 
Yates 7, F. Wills 8. Rung as a compliment to W. H. 
Howe (ringing master) and Mrs. Howe on the occasion 
of their ruby wedding anniversary.

FRESHWATER, I.O.W .—On April 25th. 1.260 
Grandsire D oubles: A Green 1, P. Smith (first 4 in
side ’) 2, E. Ridott 3, C. Saunders (first ‘ inside ’) 4,
F. Green (cond.) 5. P. Stephens 6. A silver wedding 
compliment to Mr. and Mrs. C. Saunders.

HANDS WORTH, BIRMINGHAM.—O n April 22nd.
1.260 Grandsire Doubles: Miss J. A. Bennett 1, A. N. 
Stubbs 2, Miss E. M. Yardley 3, Miss D. J. Perrins
4. I. D^ Thompson (cond.) 5, R. Bond 6. For Even
song.

HITCHIN, HERTS.—On April 16th. 1,232 Plain 
Bob Triples : D. P. Jones (cond.) 1, Miss J. Mayes 2. 
K. C. Timbury 3, P.i Flack (13) 4. R. J. Coppage 5,
5. Ivin 6, R. H. Dove 7, S. H. Ashton (first on 
eight) 8.

HOLLOWAY, N .—On April 18th, 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples : R. H. Begrie (cond.) 1, Miss D. A. E>everill 
2. Miss M. A. Prockson 3. A. Newman 4, A. W. 
Butler 5, W. D. Prockson 6, A. Turner 7, H. W. 
Barnard 8. Rung for the induction and institution of 
the Rev. R. E. Simpson as Vicar.

KELVEDON, ESSEX.—On April 15th, 1,320 Oxford 
Treble Bob M inor: J. Papworth 1, J. Elliott (cond.) 
2, C. Button 3, R. Pye 4. C. Burton 5, A. R. Elliott
6. For Evensong.

LAMBETH, S.E.—On April 15th, at the Church of 
St. John, W aterloo Road. 1.260 Grandsire Triples : 
Miss M. Powell 1, Miss N. Hales 2, J. A. Hales 3. 
N. G. Hollingworth 4, A. E. Hoare 5, P. J. Hutch
ings 6 L.. W . Bullock (cond.) 7. J. Hales 8.

LILBOURNE, NORTHANTS.—On April 16th, 1.260 
Doubles (240 each of St. Simon’s, Reverse Canterbury, 
Plain Bob and April Day and 300 G randsire): W. 
Drake (first quarter) 1. P. Wcsterman 2. R. Wilson 
(cond.) 3, E. G. Orland 4, W . Kinchin 5.

LONG BUCKBY, NORTHANTS.—On April 11th.
1.260 Doubles (240 April. Day, 480 Plain Bob and 540 
Grandsire): E. G. Orland (cond.) 1, R. Clarke 2. 
R. E. Holland 3, M. Bennett 4, R. Baker 5.

NEATH, GLAM.—On April 1st, 1.260 Grandsire 
Doubles : G. W. Morris 1, Miss M. Llewellyn 2, E. 
Latty 3, E. J. Morris 4, H. Boyce (cond.) 5, J. 
Galvin 6. For morning service.

POYNTON, CHESHIRE.—On April 22nd, 1,260 
Minor (720 Oxford Treble Bob, 540 Plain B ob): S. 
Sage 1, I. Jenkins 2, J. A. Martin 3, B. Schofield 4,
S. Hough jun., 5, D. Mottershead (cond.) 6. For St. 
George’s Day celebrations.

QUEDGELEY, GLOS.—On April 22nd, 1,260 
Doubles (480 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure. 480 All 
Saints’, 300 Grandsire): C. Pugh 1, S. Pugh 2, P. Hur- 
combe (cond.) 3, C. Wixey 4, W. C. Wixey 5. F. E. 
Tranter 6. For morning service.

QUEENBOROUGH, KENT.—On April 26th. 1.260 
Doubles (660 Bob, 600 St. Bartholomew): Mrs. Croal 
(first quarter) 1, Miss J. Wallace (first ‘ inside ’) 2, 
W. A. Wood (cond.) 3, S. Rayfield 4. H. Blacketh
5, G. W ood (aged 82) 6. A compliment to Mr. and 
Mrs. Blacketh on their silver wedding.

READING, BERKS.—At St. Laurence's Church, on 
April 15th, 1.299 Stcdman Caters : A. Diserens 1, R. 
Burton 2, F. Lewis 3, Miss H. Brant 4. K. Cotterell
5. B. Stirland 6, J. N. Discrens 7, R. F. Diserens 8, 
N. J. Diserens (cond.) 9. V. Cherrill 10. First of 
Stedman Caters for 3 and 4.

SHREWSBURY, SALOP.—At St. Michael’s Church, 
on April 21st, 1,260 Grandsire Doubles : B. Onions 1.
B. Jones 2, Miss C. B. Hall (first ' inside ’) 3, J. 
Colley 4, A. E. G. Owea (cond.) 5, Miss M. James 6. 
Rung for the Queen’s birthday. ^

STAMFORD HILL, N .—At St. Ann’s Church, on 
April 15th. 1,320 Doubles (one extent each of Old. 
Reverse Canterbury, St. Martin’s, St. Nicholas’, Win- 
chendon Place and three each of St. Simon's and 
Plain Bob) : M. Rowe 1. Miss J. Socked 2, Miss F. 
Seeker 3, B. Bladon (cond.) 4, E. J. Rowe 5, L. 
Green 6. First in .seven methods by all except con
ductor.

TURRAMURRA, SYDNEY. AUSTRALIA.—On
April 20th, 1,260 Doubles (420 Grandsire, 360 Plain 
Bob. 240 Old. 240 Norfolk): W. Knight 1. J. Rains- 
ford 2. J. Clark (cond.) 3. K. Stacey 4. W. Smith 5, 
J. Hordern 6. For Confirmation service.

WALTHAMSTOW, ESSFX.—On April 29th. 1.260 
Grandsire Triples : M. Hayes 1, Jennifer M. Highley
2. A. J. N. Boyack 3, F. C. Maynard 4. C. T. W. 
Coles 5, R. J. Chapman (cond.) 6. P. F. Borer 7,
F. C. Taylor 8. Rung for Matins and to celebrate 
the wedding of Mr. Alan Shepherd and Miss Sonia 
Coles, daughter of the ringer of the fifth.

WELLS. SOMERSET.—On April 25th, at the Cathe
dral. 1.260 Plain Bob Royal : F. Savage 1. R. Crago
2, A. Sanger 3, R. Gardiner 4, V. Savage 5, G. Sal
mon 6, V. Roberts 7, H. Sanger 8, E. Chivers 9,
D. Hoare (cond ) 10. Rung to mark the occasion of 
the Some set Light Infantry receiving the freedom of 
the city this day.

WEM, SALOP.—On April 21st, 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples : Sylvia Beddow 1, H. F. White 2, Elizabeth 
Yeld 3. F. Cattell 4, J. N. Lindon 5, F. G. Beddow
6, E. V. Rodenhurst (cond.) 7, F. Mason 8. For the 
Queen’s birthday.

WILLESBOROUGH, KENT.—On April 22nd, 1,260 
Double Court Bob Minor : Miss R. A. Gower 1, Miss 
P. Lawes 2, E. S. Ruck 3, C. T. Hillis 4, L. C. Smith
5, M. S. Lancefield (cond.) 6. For Matins. Also
1,320 Kentish Delight Minor: Miss R. E. Gower 1, 
R. J. Carlton 2, C. T. Hillis 3, A. J. Lancefield (cond.)
4, W. P. Garner 5, J. Cooper 6. For Evensong. 

WINDSOR, BERKS.—At St. John’s Church, on
April 21st, 1,260 Stedman Triples : W. H. Kingcott
1, G. Prescott 2. Hilda M. Kingcott 3, J. W. Owen 4. 
R. H. Brice 5, L. W. Pullin (first in method as cond.)
6, H. A. Price 7, J. K. Baker 8. First in method by
5, 6, 7 and 8. Rung for the Queen’s birthday. 

WITCHAMPTON, DORSET.—On April 18th. 1.260
Plain Bob M inor: R. E. Groves 1, R. B. Tubbs 2. 
W. C. Shute 3. L. J. Lockyer 4, P. N. Tubbs (cond.)
5, E. C. Burt 6. First of Minor for 1, 2, 5 and 6.

YORK.—At the Minster, on April 25th, 1.260 Grand
sire Triples : S. H. Steel 1. Miss M. E. Wilkinson 2.
B. Sutton 3, Rev. Gordoa Graham 4, D. Forth 5,
H. Forder 6, H. Walker (cond.) 7, J. Bower 8. Rung 
after the enthronement of Dr. A. M. Ramsey. Arch
bishop o f York. Stedman and Grandsire Caters were 
rung before the service.
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O B I T U A R Y
MR. CHARLES W HITING

The sudden death of Mr. Charles Whiting 
occurred at his home at Leiston on March 5th.

Born at Theberton in 1874, Mr. Whiting was 
first employed as a carpenter at Leiston. 
In 1896 he joined the Army and served in the 
Royal Engineers until 1903, the last three years 
being spent at Hong Kong. When the first 
world war came he rejoined the R.E.s in 1914 
and was in the Dardanelles landing in 1915 
when he was seriously wounded.

At the age of 82 years, when called to higher 
service, Mr. Whiting had been associated with 
bell ringing for about 62 years, and was a mem
ber of the Norwich Diocesan Association, with
12 peals to his credit. On the formation of the 
Suffolk Guild he became a founder member, 
with whom he rang ten peals, making a total of 
22. In 1951 he rang the second to a quarter 
peal of Kent Treble Bob Major for his 77th 
birthday. As can be seen he was not a great 
peal ringer but enjoyed ringing for Sunday ser
vices.

The funeral took place on March 10th, with 
many of his ringing friends present, after which 
lhe bells of St. Margaret's, Leiston, were rung 
half-muffled in his honour.

M R. J. W. JONES 
Among the many t&wers in South Wales 

who remembered the passing of Mr. J. W. 
Jones was Pentre, Rhondda. Mr. Jones rang in 
the first peal on  the bells in 1901, and in all 
Tang seven peals at Pentre. The bells were 
iu n g  half-muffled to  Grandsire, Stedman and 
Plain Bob as a mark of lespect. Those ringing 
included Mr. G. N. Leech, of Dudley.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY
The annual meeting of the Society was held 

a t Armley on  April 28th, and members repre
senting 14 towers in the District were present. 
Ringing took place during the afternoon and 
evening in methods ranging from Plain Bob to 
Cambridge Surprise.

The business meeting was held in the Church 
Hall immediately after tea. Officers for the 
year were elected as follow s:—President, Mr.
H. Lofthouse; vice-presidents, Messrs. S. H. 
Barron, I. Slack and T. W. Strangeway; Ring
ing Master, Mr. J. G ibson; secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. J. F . H odson; auditors, Messrs.
F. Rayment and C. F . Sutcliffe.

The secretary, in his report, stated that 11 
meetings had been held and that both the mem
bership and funds o f the Society had increased 
during the past year. He particularly thanked 
all tower secretaries and local companies for 
their arrangtments for the meetings 

Other business included the election of two 
members; the alteration of two items on the 
tower list fo r 1956-57—for the June meeting, 
read Sherburn instead of Hunslet, and for the 
meeting next March, Hunslet instead of Arm
ley; and votes of thanks to the local company 
and their helpers, the Vicar and churchwardens 
and the retiring officers of the Society 

The next meeting will be held at Guiseley on 
May 26th.

Rushden Ringers in Bedfordshire
A coach-load of ringers from Rushden and 

neighbouring towers had an enjoyable half-day’s 
oilting in Bedfordshire. Ringing took place at 
Sharnbrook, Felmersham (a recently augmented 
octave which was much admired), Harrold. 
Turvey, Biddenham and St. Paul’s, Bedford 
i where some of the younger members had their 
iirst ring on ten).

THE RINGING WORLD

RINGERS’ OUTING
ROSS-ON-WYE AND BRIDSTOW

On April 3rd a small party of enthusiasts 
from Ross and Bridstow spent an enjoyable day 
‘ tower-grabbing ’ around the Herefordshire- 
Worcestershire border.

First on the list were the pleasant six (16 cwt.) 
at Bosbury, Herefordshire, where the tower is 
detached from the main body of the church. 
Next came Mathon (6, 9) which, by a coinci
dence, proved to be the 100th tower for two 
different members of the band. This double 
event was duly honoured by the first touch of 
Cambridge for the day. A move was made to
wards Cradley (6, 13), the last Herefordshire 
tower on the programme. Here the long draught 
proved rather troublesome. An additional dis
traction was provided by the juvenile population 
of the village, at least half of whom—drawn 
by the sound of the bells—wandered into the 
church and surveyed the visitors curiously 
through the spaces in the wooden screen which 
divided the vestry from the nave.

After a picnic lunch the band proceeded to 
Leigh (Worcs), which possesses a heavier ring of 
six (tenor 17i cwt.). This church hasi the un
usual dedication of St. Edburgha.

The anti-clockwise ring at Kempsey (6, 19J) 
was next, and this was voted the best six of the 
day. Proceeding via what was signposted as 
a ‘ deep ford ’ we arrived, slightly damp, at 
Earl’s Croome. The occupants of the car came 
off best at the ford—the motor pycle stopped 
dead in the middle of it. and the unfortunate 
rider had to kick off again in about a foot of 
water! The light Earl's Croome bells (6, 9) 
were a pleasant contrast to the two previous 
heavy rings, their description as ‘ ladies’ bells ’ 
being proved by both the girls gravitating to
wards the back end, one of them turning in the 
tenor to a touch of Minor. It was here that 
the first course of Killamarsh by all the band 
was rung.

Through the kindness of the local ringers 
who met us after tea at Upton-on-Severn, we 
had enough to ring Triples and Major on this 
lovely eight (tenor 14 cwt.). The one and only 
mishap of the tour occurred here: the rope of 
the sixth broke during the last touch.

The final tower of the day was Ripple (6, 13), 
another nice r in g ; but owing to the number of 
blisters and sore hands that the band by then 
possessed, their visit here was slightly curtailed, 
and everyone soon made for home, well pleased 
with their day’s outing M. T.

GUILD of DEVONSHIRE RINGERS
The Rev. N . F . D. Coleridge conducted the 

service and acted as organist when the Mid- 
Devon Branch met a t Townstal, Dartmouth, 
on April 28th. The Vicar (the Rev. T. G. D. 
Watkins) gave an admirable address.

At the business meeting, with Mr. J. E. Lilley 
in the chair, five new members from Townstal 
and one from Torquay were elected. Wishes 
for a speedy recovery from his recent accident 
are to  be sent to  the general secretary and also 
a  letter of sympathy to Mr. C. F. Austin, 
Paignton, on the death o f his wife. Subject 
to confirmation, June 16th was suggested for 
the joint meeting with the S.W. Branch at Ply
mouth, and July 21st for the next quarterly 
meeting at Bovey Tracey. Ringing took place 
afterwards at Stoke Fleming.

WILLESBOROUGH, KENT__ On April 15th. 1,260
Double Bob M inor: Miss B. Philpot 1. Miss P. 
Lawes 2, E. S. Ruck 3. L. C. SmitN 4. M. S. Lance- 
fleld (cond.) 5, D. Staples 6. For Matins. Also 1.260 
Doubies (780 Grandsire and 240 each of St. Simon's 
and Plain Bob): A. J. Lancefield (cond.) 1, D. Staples
2. C. T. HillLs 3, W. P. Garner 4, W. J. Lancefield
5, W. Gill 6. For Evensong.

N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 3s. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, minimum 
3s. 6d.

Notices must be received on the Monday 
preceding publication.

All Notices must be prepaid.
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DEATH
WEBB.—Charles Henry Webb passed away at 

his home at 68, Brownshill Green Road, Coven
try, on April 26th, 1956, after a long and pain
ful illness patiently borne. His family thank 
the many friends for the beautiful floral tri
butes. 8251

PUBLICATION
AN IDEAL GIFT 

‘ TOWERS AND BELLS OF BRITAIN.’— 
This beautifully produced book will soon be out 
of print. Obtain your copy now, before too 
late. Direct from the author: Ernest Morris,
F.R.Hist.S., F.R.G.S., M.R.S.L:, Verger’s 
Lodge, St. Margaret’s Vicarage, Leicester. Price 
21s. net. 7100

MISCELLANEOUS
Your copies of ‘ R IN G IN G ' WORLD ’ can 

be bound by skilled craftsmen at only 14s. 9d. 
The cover in heavy quality buckram, any colour 
you require. Edges coloured. Title and volume 
number in 22ct. gold. Send to Remploy Limited, 
Barracks Road, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs.

8176
COMPLETE YOUR FILES.—Back numbers 

of ‘ The Ringing World ’ are available at the 
‘ R.W.’ Office, price 6d. per copy, post free.

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
order at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a set of 12, post free 
(minimum change). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For quarter peals 
write separate copy in same style as peals.

MEETINGS
LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 

General meeting on Saturday, May 12th. All 
Hallows, Chertsey Road, Twickenham, 3 to 4 
p.m. Tea and business 4.30 to  6, the Vicarage. 
Church Street, Isleworth. Service 6.30, All 
Saints’, Isleworth. Ringing at Isleworth 7 to 9 
p.m. Names for tea, please. Everyone wel
come.—Rogers, 14, The Grove, Isleworth. T e l.: 
HOU 3921. 8174

CHESTER DIOCESAN GU ILD.—Maccles
field Branch.—Meeting at Sutton on Saturday, 
May 12th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea
5 p.m. Names for tea to Mrs. Lawton, School 
View, Sutton Lane Ends, Macclesfield.—-B. 
Corbishley, Sec. 8243

EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.—Joint meeting 
with Sussex County, May 12th. W orth (6) 3 to
4.30. Tea at Turner’s Hill (8) with ringing after. 
Names to Ivan Butcher, East Bungalow, Pad- 
dockhurst, Crawley.—C. A. Bassett. I. Butcher.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—South-Western.— 
Crusader meeting, Fyfield, May 12th. Bells (6) 
3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. followed by tea. 
Names for tea, please, to  Mr. F . Blatch, Rose 
Bank, Fyfield, Ongar. 8206

GU ILD FORD DIOCESAN GU ILD .—Chert
sey District.—Meeting at Thames Ditton on 
Saturday, May 12th. Bells 3 p.m. Service
4.30. Tea 5 p.m.—R. Collins. 8219
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HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 
.Eastern District.—Meeting, Saturday, May 12th,

3 p.m., Bcnington. Please bring own tea.— 
T. J . Southara, Dis. Sec. 8239

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Preston 
Branch.—The meeting advertised for Hoghton, 
May 12th, is cancelled. Next meeting, June 2nd; 
details later.—L. Walmsley. 8269

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION—Meeting at 
All Saints’, Church Street, Edmonton, on 
Saturday, May 12th, at 3 p.m. Two minutes 
from Edmonton Town Hall. No. 128 bus 
passes church. Service 4.30. Tea and business 
to  follow.—T. J. Lock. 8217

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—Southern Dis
trict.—Practice meeting, Burstow (6), May 12th. 
Bells 3 p.m. Service uncertain. Tea (2s. 6d.)
5.15 p.m., Garage Cafe, Keepers Corner. 
424 bus, Reigate—East Grinstead, for church 
and tea. 8201

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—N or
thern Division.—Joint meeting with East Grin- 
stead, Saturday, May 12th. Ringing at Worth 
(6) 3 p.m. Tea at Turner's Hill 5.30 p.m. 
Turner’s Hill (8) from 6.15 p.m. 8212

WORCESTERSHIRE AND D IS T R IC T S  
ASSOCIATION. — Southern Branch. — Quar
terly meeting at Badsey, Saturday. May 12th. 
Belk (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Names for tea.— 
W. Newman, 7, New Road, Hampton, Evesham.

8247
YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual 

■general meeting a t York on Saturday, May 12th. 
Minster bells (12) available 2-3.55 p.m. Even
song in Minster 4. Tea at Festival Restaurant, 
Jubbergate, 5 p.m. Business meeting at York 
Institute of Architectural Study, Micklegate, at
6 p.m. Bells (6), recently rehung, available 
after meeting. Subscriptions due and reports 
Tvill be available.—L. W. G. Morris, Hon. Gen. 
Sec., 65, Lilycroft Road, Heaton, Bradford 9.

8208

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Southern District.—Practice meeting, Thursday, 
May 17th, St. Mary’s (R.C.), Clapham Com
mon, 7-9. Visitors and learners specially wel
come. Quarterly business meeting, Saturday, 
tune 9th; details later.—Hutchings. Tel: TUL 
0800. 8266

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Chew Deanery.—Meeting, Weston-in-Gordano, 
May 19th, 5 o'clock.—Percy G. Yeo, Long Ash
ton. 8261 

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Ilchester Deanery Branch.—Quarterly meeting, 
Somerton, Saturday, May 19th. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m.—T. J. Setter, 52, Middle 
Street, Yeovil. 8253 

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Luton 
District.—Eversholt, on May 19th. Bells (6) at
3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. All ringers 
invited to attend.—K. G. Spavins, Dis. Sec.

8264
CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Wirral 

Branch.—Meeting, St. M a il’s, Upton, Birken
head, May 19th. Bells 3- p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea free for those notifying by Wednes
day, 16th inst.—Alexander J. Martin, 19, Fal
con Road, Birkenhead. 8272 

CLEVELAND AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
ASSOCIATION. — Meeting at Carlton-in- 
Cleveland (8) on Saturday, May 19th, a t 3 p.m. 
—P. W. B. Semmens, Hon. Sec. 8273 

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Farn
ham District.—District meeting a t Bentley (6) 
on Saturday, May 19th, from 2.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. Names for tea, by 
previous Wednesday, to Mr. A. Raggett, Church 
Lane, Bentley, Fam ham , Surrey.—C. J. Beadle. 
Hon. Dis. Sec. 8254 

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD. 
—Meeting, Biddenden, on M ay 19th. 2.30 p.m. 
"Names for tea to  S. G. Waters, Bishopsdalc, 
Biddenden. 8255

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
St. Albans District.—Evening meeting, Saturday, 
May 19th, a t Essendon. Bells (6) at 6 p.m.—
S Huckle, Dis. Sec. 8258

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Rossen- 
dale Branch.—Meeting at St. Saviour’s, Bacup, 
on Saturday, May 19th. Tower open for ring
ing a t 3. Cups of tea at 5. Members and non- 
members are cordially invited. — J. Porter, 
Branch Sec. 8268

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Man
chester Branch.—Ringing meeting at St. Peter’s, 
Ashton-under-Lyne, 3 p.m., May 19th. Names 
for tea, before 14th, to A. Stone, 282, Astley 
Street, Dukinfield, Cheshire.—R. Benson. 8270

LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH ASSO
CIATION.—LlandafI Branch.—Meeting, Llan- 
gynwych, May 19th. Bells (6) 2.30 p.m. Service
4 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.—R. E. 
Coles, Sec. 8223

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION.—S. and W. 
District. — Meeting, Ruislip, Saturday, May 
19th. Bells 3 p.m. Short business meeting 4.30 
p.m. Tea at nearby restaurant. Further 
rjnging in evening.—F. A. Finch. 8267

SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GU ILD . — 
Newark District.—Meeting at East Bridgford 
on Saturday, May 19th. Bells 2.30. Names 
for tea by Tuesday previous to W. L. Exton, 
Hon. Sec.. 60, Albert Street, Newark. 8231

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Saxmundham District. 
—Meeting at Bsnhall and Saxmundham on 
Saturday, May 19th. Bells: Benhall (6), 2.30 
p.m. Service: Saxmundham, 5. Tea 5.30 p.m. 
Saxmundham (6) bells after tea. Names for tea 
by Tuesday, May 15th. to A. R. Bridges, Hon. 
Sec., Theberton, Leiston. Phone; Leiston 57.

8236
WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 

G U ILD .—Winchester District.—Practice meet
ing, Old Alresford, Saturday, May 19th. Bells 
(6) 3 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 5 p.m. in Village 
Hall. Names for tea by previous Wednesday 
to  Mr. J. A. C. King, 21, St. Faith’s Road, 
Winchester. 8229

HEREFORD DIOCESAN GU ILD —Festival 
and annual general meeting at Ross on Whit 
Monday, May 21st. Service. Parish Church,
3.30 p.m. Tea 4.15. Annual meeting 5 p.m. 
Bells available from 11 a.m .; Ross (8), Weston- 
under-Penyard (6), Bridstow (8), Foy (6), Aston 
Ingham (6), Upton Bishop (6).—W. R. Thomas, 
Gen. Sec. 8132

ELY ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech Branch.— 
Meeting, Walpole St. Andrew, Whit Monday, 
April 21st. Bells (6) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea
5.—J. E. Fox, Dis. Sec. 8257

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Annual general 
meeting on Whit Monday, May 21st, at Chelms
ford. Service, conducted by the Provost, in 
the Cathedral at 11 a.m. Address by the Rt. 
Rev. F. D. V. Narborough, M.A., B.D., Bishop 
of Colchester. Annual meeting to follow im
mediately after the service in the Chapter 
House. Tea and coffee available in the Cathe
dral Hall 10.15 to 10.45 a.m. Lunch 1.30 p.m.. 
Cathedral Hall, and tea as a running buffet 
from 5 to  6.15 p.m. Lunch (4s. 6d.) and tea 
(2s.) tickets from A. H. Everett, Cornerways, 
Plantation Road, Boreham, Chelmsford, by 
May 16th, and please enclose stamped ad
dressed envelope. Ringing arrangements: 
Cathedral. 9.30 to 11 a.m. and from 5 p.m.; 
Boreham (8), Great Waltham (8), Broomfield (6), 
Little Waltham (6), Springfield (6), from 3 to
6 p .m .; Galleywood (8), Great Baddow (8), 
W idford (8), Writtle (8), Danbury (6), Sandon
(6), from 6 p.m.—F. V. Gant, Hon. Gen. Sec.

8179
GU ILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS — 

Annual general meeting, Whit Monday, May 
21st, at Cullompton. Service 12.15. Luncheon. 
Manor House Hotel, 1.15. Tickets, 5s. 6d. 
each, may be had on application to Prebendary
E. V. Cox, Hunthay Close, Axminster, Devon, 
before May 16th. Bells available: Cullompton,
11 to 12, Bradninch, 11 to 11.45; and both 
towers also after business meeting. A Ringing 
Master will be present in each tower. 8221

LADIES’ GUILD.—Kent Branch.—Meeting 
at Ashford (8) on Saturday, May 26th, a t 3 
p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea, 
by May 24th, please, to Mr. C. W. Everett, 48, 
Sussex Avenue, Ashford, Kent. AH ladies wel
come : gentlemen cordially invited.—Jill Haffen- 
den, Hon. Sec. 8262

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Northern 
Branch.—Annual, Lincoln Cathedral, May 26th. 
Cathedral bells only available, afternoon and 
evening. Evensong 4 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., East- 
gate Court. Business meeting immediately after 
in the Consistory Court 8252

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Maid
stone District.—By-meeting a t Hunton, May 
26th. Bells (6) 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea 5. 
Please bring your own food. Tea will be 
brewed in Village Hall.—R. L. Sills, Dis. Sec.

8256
NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 

Western Branch.—Quarterly meeting at Scul- 
thorpe, May 26th. Bells (6) 2.30. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5, followed by the business meeting. Names 
for tea to G. Greeves, 44, Moor Lane, Scul- 
thorpe. 8271

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — South 
Oxon Branch. — Meeting at Warborough on 
Saturday, May 26th. Bells (8) available at 3. 
Service at 4. Tea for those who notify, by May 
22nd, Mr. F. Absolom, of Warborough, — H. 
Badger, Branch Sec., The Blue Man, Thame, 
Oxon ,  8259

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — V.W.H. 
Branch.—Annual meeting Faringdon, Saturday, 
May 26th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4. Names 
for tea, please, by Wednesday, May 23rd, to 
R. F. J. Gilling, Branch Sec., Fcrnham, Farinp- 
don, Berks. 8260

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — Salis
bury Branch. — Practice meeting, May 26th. 
Broadchalke (6), 2.30-4.30. Tea 5 for those who 
notify by 22nd. Berwick St. John’s (6) 7-8.30.— 
Miss Eloie, 8, Albanv Road, Salisbury. 8265 

SUFFOLK GUILD. — Sudbury District.— 
Meeting at Felsham (6), Saturday. May 26th. 
Pells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30. Names for tea 
to the Rev. J. Simons, Felsham Rectory, Bury 
St. Edmunds.-—R. J. Seabrook. 8263

LADIES’ GUILD.—North Eastern District. 
—Owing to  non-availability of Hexham Abbey 
bells on June 16th, date of meeting changed to 
June 30th.—N. I. L?a, Hon. Sec. 8274

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND 
YOUTHS.—Annual dinner oi) Saturday, Octo
ber 6th. 1956. at the Old Bell, Holborn, 6 for
6.30 p.m. Tickets, price 13s. each, now avail
able from the undersigned, and early applica
tion is requested.—P. N. Bond. Hon. Sec., 
Gaywood, Stocks Green Road, Hildenborough, 
Tonbridge, Kent. 8200

HERTS COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
S t Albans District

The April meeting was held in brilliant sun
shine at Wheathampstead, where quite a large 
gathering of members and visitors from N or
ton, Watford and Loughton enjoyed this fine 
ring of six bells.

Members were pleased to welcome M r. P.
B. Smith, who started ringing a t Wheathamp
stead as long ago as 1890.

At the business meeting the president of the 
Association, Mr. W. T. Holmes, took the chair. 
I t  was decided to  hold an evening practice 
meeting a t Essendon on Whit Saturday, if these 
bells were available. E. E.
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‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-strctching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Fifth Edition 

FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4/6 : :  4 to 6 bells 3 / -  
Plus 2d. towards increased postage

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs. E. S. Powell, 
Poleshill Cottage, Langford Budville, 

Wellington, Somerset

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

s. d.
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc....................
ON CONDUCTING ..  . .  
COLLECTION OF P L A I N  

MAJOR METHODS 
COLLECTION OF COMPOSI 

TIONS (MAJOR) . .  . .  
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES

METHODS ...................
FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR

METHODS ...................
CHANGE RINGING ON HAND

BELLS ...........................
METHODS SHEETS—

Cambridge Surprise Major 
Double Norwich . .
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 
Bristol Surprise Major 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS ..  
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS— 

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B......................
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or Com pany.. 
VILLAGE BELLS (New Edition) 
METHODS COM MITTEE’S RE 

PORT ON EXTENSION 
Post free.

MRS. J. G. STEEPLES, 
Hall View, Launton, Bicester 

Oxon.

3 6 

3 0

2 0

2 6

6
6
6
6
6

1 0

1 0

5,152 WOODSTOCK SURPRISE 
MAJOR

By SHIRLEY BURTON
5ths Out In 2 3 4 5 6

3 — 3 5 4 2 6  
3 — 5 2 4 3  6 
3 — 2 3 5 6 4

Repeat twice omitting three bobs at ‘ O u t' 
twice.

First rung at Loughborough Bell Foundry on 
September 21st. 1955. Method is Yorkshire 
with 8ths place instead of 2nds at the lead-end

5,088 ARNESBY SURPRISE 
MAJOR

By SHIRLEY BURTON 
5ths Out H 2 3 4 5 6

3 X 2 6 4 3 5  
3 , X 4 2 5 6 3  

X 5 4 3 2 6
— 4 3 5 2 6

Repeat twice.
First rung October 12th, 1955, at South Wig

ston, conducted by B. G . Warwick. Method is 
New Cambridge with 8ths place instead of 2nds 
at the lead-end.

SAWBRIDGEWORTH, HERTS.—1,260 Plain Bob 
M ajor: S. Brooks 1, R. Springham 2, S. Clark 3.
H. Bird 4. W. Wheeler 5, D. Collins 6, R. H. Young
7. E. Rochester (cond.) 8. Rung as a silver wedding 
compliment for Mr. and Mrs. S. Brooks: also for the 
occasion of the christening of the first grandchild of 
the ringer of the tenor.

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON. S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

'Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

M UFFLERS : RING ING MATS : BARRIER ROPES : FLAG LINES : ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

NEW PRICES on account of 
increased postage 

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 12th edition; 150 pages;
1955 reprint 3/8 

-‘ GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 
pages; 3/6 

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope. Out 
of print.

•STANDARD METHODS,’ 12th edi
tion. Letterpress 3/2. Diagrams 2/8 

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies, 126 pages; 3 / -

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

I WILLIAM POTrS & SONS, LTD. BANKfIELD TERRACE, LEEDS. 4
Cathedral, Church ard Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

Cl I ________________________
j£! > _ And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Q  J ;  f  and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

Printed for the Proprietors by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd.. Guildford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams Buildings, London. E.C.4.


