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A NOTABLE TRIO

DOUBTLESS it is true to say that in the making of 
any collection of peal compositions, for either prac
tical or historical purposes, there are certain ones that 

could in no circumstances be omitted. Among those that 
would very naturally form the nucleus of an anthology (if, 
indeed, such a word may be used of a selection of peals) 
perhaps the most certain of inclusion are Middleton’s peal 
of Cambridge, Thurstans’ 4-part peal of Stedman Triples, 
and Parker’s 12-part peal of Grandsire Triples. These 
works, remarkable for a number of points of comparison 
and contrast, have on occasions been described as the three 
indispensable compositions of the ringing Exercise.

They are alike in the unobtrusiveness of their appear
ance in the world of change ringing. Thurstans’ 4-part 
peal was certainly composed after a great struggle lasting 
many years, but in the final triumph the figures were kept 
secret and the peal was rung almost accidentally in 1846; 
and once the problem it solved had been overcome there 
was little comment on the extraordinary qualities of the 
masterpiece. Middleton’s peal, unless one is mistaken, 
appeared in Hubbard’s book as a peal of London Surprise, 
and its enormous significance as a peal of Cambridge was 
not immediately apparent. Parker’s 12-part, a truly mag
nificent achievement, was published very modestly in the 
columns of ‘ The Bell News ’ on November 12th, 1892, 
and the Exercise received it without comment. Parker’s 
peal was rung almost as soon as it appeared in print, and 
Thurstans’ 4-part was rung before it was published; but 
Middleton’s 5,600 had to wait for some years before it was 
finally rung by the Bennington people.

It is interesting to note the historical position these peals 
occupy, and then to observe how little was their imme
diate effect on composition. Not one of the three was, of 
course, the first true composition in the method. But the 
Four-Part marked an epoch and sounded the death knell of 
special calls. Parker’s peal was not the first of Grandsire

Triples with common bobs and singles only, but it was, 
for the ordinary conductor, an immense improvement on 
most of the old compositions, and it almost completely 
drove out of use the splendid 10-part peal by John Holt, 
which necessitated the use . of two special calls. Middleton 
was probably not conscious of having solved any particular 
problem, but his peal was the terminus of at least one line 
of inquiry, for it was found to be the only possible one in 
that method with the tenors together throughout.

The three peals seem, then, at first sight not to have 
stimulated composition in the particular branch they repre
sented. After Thurstans’ there were forty years of apathy, 
a  period when interest in Stedman Triples ceased; after 
Middleton’s no further progress was possible without part
ing ithe tenors; and Parker’s 12-part reigned supreme for 
a very long time, and it is still, one may venture to say, 
unequalled.

Transposition of these masterpieces has, nevertheless, 
given us some very interesting results. It was natural, of 
course, that Middleton’s composition should be varied, for 
the original length of 5,600 was inconvenient. Henry John
son reduced it to 5,056, and other famous composers have 
given us valuable variations. Thurstans’ peal inspired Hey
wood, Davies, Washbrook and other masters, and the 
resulting transpositions and variations have enriched the 
conductor’s repertoire. Parker’s composition allows of 
numerous transpositions, and the peal may be rung in 
many very interesting forms. The transpositions, good as 
they may be, are, nevertheless, of the simplest nature, 
requiring little or no particular skill to produce, and the 
transposer can scarcely claim that he has improved the 
peal or added much to the great gift Parker gave us.

So there stand the three great compositions. Together 
with their variations and transpositions they form a re
markable galaxy, two of them notable for their extra
ordinary beauty and symmetry and one for its stem uncom
promising utility; and because of them the names of 
Thurstans, Middleton and Parker will live as long as change 
ringing persists. E. C. S.
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TEN BELL PEAL
LEICESTER.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., M arch  13, 1954, in 3 H ours and  30 M inutes, 

A t  the C hurch of St . M argaret,
A PEAL OF 5040 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE ROYAL 

Tenor 33 cwt.
♦Brian M artin . .  ..T re b le

M r s . H . J. P oole . .  . .  2
H arold J . P oole . .  . .  3
J ohn R. Sm ith  . .  . .  4
J . F rederick M ilner . .  5

C olin  W alker 
A lfred Ballard 
J ohn B. Bennett 
E . A lan Jacques 

•(•Terence A . T hornber

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
Composed by C has. J. Sedgley. Conducted by H arold J. P oole.

* First peal of Royal, t  200th peal.
A birthday compliment to Norman Gerard McCrum.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
GREASLEY, NOTTINGHAM SHIRE.

THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., Feb. 27, 1954, in 2 H ours and  50 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ary ,
A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 14 cwt.
"M rs. M . I. P ailing ..T reb le

A lan C attell . .  . .  2
J ohn E . C ook . .  . .  3
H erbert L ew in  . .  4

F rederick A . Salter . .  5
F rederick R . Scott . .  6
S. A nthony J esson  . .  7
D enis M ottershead . .  Tenor

Composed by Sir A. P. H eyw ood. Conducted by D enis M ottershead.
* First peal in the method.

QUEENSBURY, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On M on ., M arch  8, 1954, in 2 H ours and  48 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of The H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Middleton’s.
Sam Longbottom . .  ..T reb le
M. V ivien  C opping  . .  2

‘ G eoffrey Ingham . .  3
J ohn F . Bryant . .  . .  4

Tenor 14} cwt.
H arry W ild  ....................  5

*Kenneth P almer . .  . .  6 
R obert E. M oulds . .  7 
V ernon Bottomley Tenor

Conducted by R obert E. M oulds.
* First peal of Surprise. First peal as conductor.

BOURN, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch  13, 1954, in 2 H ours and  51 M inutes,
A t  the  C hurch of SS. H elen and M ary,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Johnson’s Variation. Tenor 14} cwt. in F .
G illian A. Sm ith  . .  . .T re b le  j W illiam  J . R idgman . .  5 

*M arie K . R oberts . .  2 j J ohn G . G ipson  . .  . .  6 
R oger B. M orris . . . .  3 C hristopher M . P. J ohnson 7
P h il ip  A . F . C halk . .  4 I P eter Border .................... Tenor

Conducted by P eter Border.
* First peal of Major away from the treble.

FAIRW ARP, SUSSEX.
THE EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
O n Sat., M arch  13, 1954, in  3 H ours and  5 M inutes, 

fikT C h r i s t  C h u rc h  
A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH ’ COURT BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 15} cwt.
W illiam  A. K itchenside 5 

^Charles A. Bassett . .  6 
♦K evin  S. H ohl . .  . .  7 
E rnest J. L add . .  . .  Tenor  
Conducted by E rnest J . L add.

* First peal in method, t  First peal in method * inside.’ { 50th 
peal together.

Rung for the wedding anniversary of M r. and Mrs. S. G . Ponting.

♦ S ta n le y  G . P o n tin g  ..T reb le  
t  E d w a rd  J .  J e n n e r  . .  . .  2 
F re d e r ic k  J .  L am b ert . .  3 

i A r th u r  F . L e w ry  . .  . .  4 
Composed by  A. F . L ew ry .

LONGSTANTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., M arch  16, 1954, in  2 H ours and  52 M inutes,
A t the  C hurch of All Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 7J cwt. in A flat.

♦ H a ro ld  J. F . M uncey  . .  Treble i G e o rg e  E . C risp  . .  . .  5 
M a rie  K. R o b e rts  . .  2 M a n s f ie ld  G in n  . .  . .  6 
G il l i a n  A . S m ith  . . . .  3 J C h r is to p h e r  M . P. Jo h n so n  7 

♦L. V ic to r  C h a m b e rla in  4 1 W illia m  J. R idgm an . .  Tenor 
Composed by J. C a r te r .  Conducted by W illia m  J. Ridgm an.

♦ First peal on eight bells.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

O n W ed., M arch  17, 1954, in  2 H ours and  25 M inutes,
A t the Bell F oundry C ampanile,

A PEAL OF 5056 LYME SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6J cwt.

♦ D erek  G . G oodm an ..T re b le  | *John R . S m ith  . .  . .  5 
M rs . H . J . P o o le  . . . .  2 1 ♦John A . A cres  . .  . .  6 
H a r o ld  J. P o o le  . . . .  3 | ♦S. A n th o n y  Je sso n  . .  7 

♦G. R o n a ld  E d w a rd s  . .  4 \ ♦T erence A. T h o rn b e r  . .  Tenor 
Composed by E . W. T ip le r . Conducted by H a r o ld  J. P oo le .

♦ First peal in the method.

NEW ROMNEY, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On W ed., M arch  17, 1954, in 3 H ours and  3 M inutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . N icholas.

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 19 cwt.

♦Stephen J. Boulden ..T reb le  
O live  M . Boulden . .  2 
M aisie  V antom , .  . .  3
H arry Ba k e r ....................  4

Composed by G . H . Cr o ss.
♦ First peal of Major.
Rung as a welcome to the Rev. John F. S. Martin

H ighwood S. H umphrey 5 
J ohn R. C ooper . .  . .  6 
A lbert J . L ancefield . .  7 
M ark S. Lancefield . .  Tenor 

Conducted by M ark S. L ancefield.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., M arch  18, 1954, in  2 H ours and  30 M inutes, 
A t the Bell F oundry C ampanile,

A PEAL OF 5120 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6J cwt.

M r s . H . J . Poole . .  ..T reb le
W inifred  M . Burton . .  2
Ernest M orris . .  . .  3
W illiam  T hornley . .  . .  4

Shirley Burton . .  . .  5
J . F rederick M ilner . „ 6-
S. A nthony J esson  . .  7 
H arold J . P oole . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by F rederick H . D exter. Conducted by H arold J. Poole.

WILLESDEN, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Thurs., M arch  18, 1954, in 2 H ours and  50 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5280 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR 
Comprising 960 London, 928 W atford, 896 Bristol, 832 Cambridge, 

832 Superlative and 832 Pudsey, with 127 changes of method. 
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.

C . E dward L ankester ..T reb le  
Alfred  J. H ouse . .  . .  2 
T homas J. Lock . .  . .  3 
A lick  C utler . .  . .  . .  4

T homas H . F rancis . .  5
Brian D . T hrelfall . .  5
R ichard F . B. Speed  . .  7
C harles W . R oberts . .  Tenor

Composed by A lbert J . P itman . Conducted by R ichard F . B. Speed . 
In this composition all the bells do all the work of all the methods.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : Maintenance

LOCKS ' Estimates and Advice Free
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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ERITH, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., M arch  19, 1954, in 2 H ours and  53 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . J ohn-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR
Middleton’s. Tenor 15 cwt. in G .
F r a n k  E. W a l k e r  . .  . .  Treble R a l p h  B ir d  ...................  5
F rances A. T hrelfall . .  2 H erbert E. A udsley  . .  6 
A rthur G . M ason . .  . .  3 Brian D. T hrelfall . .  7 
Arthur S. R ichards . .  4 G eorge Butcher . .  . . .T e n o r  

Conducted by H erbert E. A udsley .
Specially arranged as a birthday compliment to Frederick J. Cullum 

and Arthur G. M ason; also in honour of the engagement of Miss 
Betty Mason.

CLIFFE, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in  3 H ours and  8 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . H elen ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 14$ cwt.

P a t r ic ia  S m e e  ...................Treble | T r e v o r  A. C r o s s  . .  . .  5
F rancis J. C heal . . . .  2 j ‘ G eorge K enward . .  . .  6 
J ohn L. M orris . . . .  3 1 A lbert E. Beaney . .  . .  7 
H arry Springate . . . .  4 P eter F . Borer . .  . .  Tenor 
Composed by C. C harge. Conducted by P eter F . Borer.

* F irst peal.
Rung half-muffled as a token of deep respect to Victor A. Jarrett, 

a long and valued member of the above Association, who passed away 
on Friday, March 19th.

CHIPPING BARNET, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 3 Hours and  5 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . J ohn-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF 5024 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 24 cwt.

L eo n ard  H. B o w le r  ..T reb le  
■ F ra n k  E. D arby  . .  . .  2

A lick C utler ....................  3
T homas H. F rancis . .  4

T homas J. L ock . .  . .  5
J ohn S. M ason . .  . .  6
Brian D . T hrelfall . .  7
W ilfred  W illiams . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by C. W . R oberts. Conducted by W ilfred  W illiam s .

DOUGLAS-IN-PARBOLD, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in  2 H ours and  55 M inutes,
A t C hrist C hurch ,

A PEAL OF 5088 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt.

J ean M arshall . .  ..T re b le  ' T homas M arshall . .  . .  5 
R onald K enrick . .  . .  2 T homas H esketh  . .  . .  6 
J ack A shcroft . . . .  3 E d w in  C . B irkett . .  . .  7
Peter Coxall ................... 4 J o seph  R idyard . .  . .  Tenor
Composed by E. T imbrell. Conducted by J o seph  R idyard.

Rung to celebrate the 77th birthday of Mrs. Marshall, the donor 
of the 2nd bell and mother o f the 5th ringer and grandmother of the 
treble ringer.

EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

(Southern Branch.)
-On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  44 M inutes,

At the C hurch of St . A ndrew , H ampton,
A PEAL OF 5024 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 12$ cwt.
G eoffrey J . H em m ing ..T reb le
G erald C. H emming  . .  2
V incent A. H emming  . .  3
R alph H arris . .  . .  4

*R. R oger Savory . .  . .  5
P atrick H arris . .  . .  6

tWiLFRED J . N ewman . .  7
J oseph  E. N ewman . .  Tenor

Composed by G . L in d o ff . Conducted by G eoffrey J .  H em m ing . 
* 50th peal, t  First peal of Treble Bob ‘ inside.’
The conductor has now ‘ completed the circle ’ at this tower.

GREAT BADDOW. ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch 20, 1954, in 3 Hours and  10 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V irgin ,

A PEAL OF 5056 LINCOLNSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14$ cwt.

E dward W. R oast . .  , rTreble j J oe E . G . R oast . .  . .  5 •
H oward*W. Egglestone. .  2 I Percy G reen ....................  ‘6
P eter J . C a m e ................... 3 D ennis A. S. Symonds ,.. 7
E rnest E. S. J ohnson 4 _ I P eter J . Eves . .  . .  . .  Tenor
Composed by J ames T o pp . Conducted by P ercy G reen.

First peal in tlie method on the bells and by all the band.

HATFIELD BROAD OAK, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 3 H ours and  5 M inutes, 
A t  the C hurch o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5088 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 19 cwt.

E dward R ochester ..T reb le  
‘ A udrey M. Bailey . .  2 
J ohn H. C rampion : . 3 
T homas G . F ox . .  . .  4 

Composed by G abriel L in d o ff .
* First peal in the method.
A birthday compliment to Mr. Edward Rochester.

E rnest W . F urbank . .  5 
D avid W . Beard . .  . .  6
J ohn H. Si t c h ................... 7
C harles E . W illmington Tenor  

Conducted by J ohn H. C rampion.

HORRINGER, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  54 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . L eonard,

A PEAL OF 5152 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt.

J ohn S. W ybrew . .  . .T re b le  
R obert E. Lester . .  . .  2 
W illiam  Stannard . .  3 

‘ J ames G . Stannard . .  4 
Composed by W m . W ightman.

t  Preston G . E verett . .  5 
H arry D. L ister  . .  . .  6 
A lan G. F ever . .  . .  7 

tJ o H N  W . Banks . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by H arry D. L ister . 

• First peal of Major, t  First peal in the method.

LODDON, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  51 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of T he H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF 5136 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt. in G.

D avid H eighton . .  . .T reb le
Stanley W . Copling . .  2
H . W illiam  B arrett . .  3
C harles Bailey . .  . .  4

N olan G olden 
G eorge W. P ipe  
J ohn M oore 
A rthur G . Bason

5
6 
7

Tenor
Composed and Conducted by N olan G olden .

Birthday compliments to  Miss Evelyn Killington, of the local band, 
and Mr. R. E. Browne (82), churchwarden.

MEASHAM, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES G U ILD .

On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in  2 H ours and  52 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . L aurence,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Tenor 10 cwt. 

J oan Beresford . .  . .  5 
A lbert E. T hompson . .  6 
G eorge E. O liver  . .  . .  7 
Sidney  H . J ones . .  . .  Tenor

Pitstow’s Transposition.
M rs . S. H. J ones . .  . .T re b le
C lement G lenn . .  . .  2
J oseph  W m . C otton . .  3
W alter G . Soar . .  . .  4

Conducted by C lement G lenn.

MOTTRAM-IN-LONGDENDALE, CHESHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 3 H ours and  3 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ichael,

A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 15$ cwt.

Basil J ones ...................Treble j ‘ John F . Bryant . .  .'. 5
*M . V iv ien  Co pping  . .  2 I E dward J enkins . .  . .  6 
•S heila M . T aylor . .  3 ‘ R obert E . M oulds . .  7 
‘ G eoffrey Ingham . .  4 i V ernon Bottomley . .  Tenor 
Composed by H. W. W ild e . Conducted by V ernon Bottomley. 

* First peal in the method. First peal in the method as conductor.

NORTHFLEET, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  41 M inutes,
A t the Church of St . Botolph,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
W ashbrook’s Variation.
Arthur G . M ason . .  . .T reb le  
T homas E. T aylor . .  . .  2
R alph B ird ...................  3
F rank V. G ant . .  . .  4

Tenor 16$ cwt. 
D oris E . C olgate . .  . .  5 
H erbert E . ^ udsley  . .  6 
G eorge J. Butcher . .  . .  7 
K enneth H . J. D yke . .  Tenor

Conducted by H erbert E. A udsley .
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SHRIVENHAM, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in  3 H ours and  6 M inutes, 
A t the C hurch of St . A ndrew ,

A PEAL OF 5056 SOUTHWELL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 lb. in F.

F rancis W ilton . .  ..T reb le  
H erbert H . A lexander . .  2
Brian Bl a d o n ................... 3
A nthony R . Peake . .  . .  4 
Composed by C. M iddleton.

E d w a r d  W. C o l l e y  
G e o r g e  F. B u r t o n  
M a l c o l m  S. C l o k e  . 
A l a n  R. P in k  . .  . 

Conducted by A l a n  R

5
6
7 ’ 

Tenor 
P in k ..

First peal in the method by all the band, on the bells, and for the 
Guild.

Rung for the Feast of St. Cuthbert.
STONEY STANTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., M arch  25, 1954, in 2 H ours and  29 M inutes,

A t the C hurch of St . M ichael and A ll Angels,
A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES

Dexter’s Variation. 
M r s . H . J. P oole . 

*C. R oger H ayward 
H arold J . Poole .. 

*John V ernon

Tenor 14 cwt.
5
6 
7

Tenor

.Treble A lfred Ballard
2 J . F rederick M ilner
3 M ichael E. Brown 

. .  . .  4 ‘ J ohn A . Smith
Conducted by H arold J. P oole.

* First peal of Stedman by members of the local band. Specially 
arranged and rung as a 21st birthday compliment to C. Roger 
Hayward.

WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., M arch  25, 1954, in  3 H ours and  5 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5024 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 17 cwt. (approx.).

•L eslie  T . Oliffe  
Alan R . P ink  
D ouglas O . W ilks 

tERNEST J . H ill

peal.

. .T re b le  JH arry P . F loyd . .  . .  5
2 Bertram J. C oggins . .  6
3 ‘ G ilbert W right . .  . .  7
4 E dgar J. Sm ith  . .  . .  Tenor

P in k .
' First peal in the method, t  First peal on eight bells. 1100th

Composed by Charles W. R oberts. Conducted by Alan R

Rung for the Feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
YOXALL, STAFFORDSHIRE.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD. 
O n Sat., M arch  6, 1954, in  3 H ours,

At  the C hurch of St . P eter,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven 720’s, different callings. Tenor 14 cwt.
E ric Edgington . .  . .T re b le  | * A rthur R . W right . .  4 
W illiam  J . L each . . . .  2  G eorge L . R oobottom . .  5 
D orothy T. G ardiner . . 3 Barnabas G . K ey . .  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by Barnabas G . K ey .
* First peal. First peal on the bells.

EAST SUTTON, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On W ed., M arch  10, 1954, in 2 H ours and  40 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of SS. Peter and Paul,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being 720 each of Cambridge, Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob, 

St. Clement’s, Double Court, Single Oxford and Plain Bob. 
Tenor 10 cwt.

M ary T a'pley 
F redk . S. M acey 
E. S. J ohn H atcher

.T reb le  G eorge F. C antrill . .  4
2 L uther J. H oness . .  . .  5
3 R eginald L. Sills . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R eginald L. Sil l s .
Rung as a farewell peal to the Rev. W. E. Purcell, Vicar of Sutton 

Valence with East Sutton.
FLITTON. BEDFORDSHIRE.

THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
O n Thurs., M arch  18. 1954, in 2 H ours and  25 M inutes,

A t the C hurch of St . J ohn-th e-Baptist,
A PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE MINOR 

Being seven extents: (1) Bourne, (2) Norwich, (3) London and Wells, 
(4) York and Durham. (5) Surfleet, (6) Beverley, (7) Cambridge. 

Tenor 6J cwt.
Treble I D ennis K nox ................... 4

2 D erek P. J ones . .  . .  5
3 C. E dward J effries . .  Tenor 

'  Conducted by C. E dward J effr ies .
Rung to welcome home Mr. J. W. Sinfield from H.M. Forces.

R onald J . Sharp 
J ohn W . Sinfield  
A ndrew  C . Sinfield

BASFORD, NOTTINGHAM.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  45 M inutes,
At  the C hurch of St . Leodegarius,

A  PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Consisting of three extents of Plain Bob and two each of Oxford Treble 
Bob and Kent Treble Bob. Tenor 14} cwt.
H erbert L ew in  . .  ..T reb le
P at L ew in  ....................  2
Edward C . G obey . .  . .  3

W illiam  L ancaster . .  4 
J . K enneth W agstaff . .  5 
D ennis M ottershead . .  Tenor

Conducted by D enis M ottershead.

GREAT W AKERING, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  49 M inutes,
A t  the  C hurch of St . N icholas,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being seven extents in 14 methods, viz.: 1, College Bob IV. and 
Willesden Delight; 2, College Exercise, Norbury and Duke of Norfolk 
Treble Bob; 3, Cambridge Surprise; 4, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob; 
5, St. Clement’s and Childwall B ob; 6, Double Oxford and Thelwell 
B ob; 7. Double and Plain Bob. Tenor 8 cwt. 1 qr. 2 lb. in A.
F rank C . M a y ....................Treble D onald C oombes . .  . .  4
Bernard Sadler . . . .  2 | F rank B. L u fk in  ............  5
P h il ip  Sadler ................... 3 ; L awrence J . Beal . .  Tenor

Conducted by F rank B. L u fk in .
First peal in 14 methods by all.
Rung as a birthday compliment to Benny Lufkin.

LONG BUCKBY. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  59 M inutes,
A t the Church of St . L awrence,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 720 each of St. Simon, Norfolk, Old Bob, Reverse Canterbury 

Pleasure, April Day, Plain Bob and Grandsire,
Tenor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 27 lb. in E.

‘ R hona C . P ebody . .  ..T reb le  I M alcolm J . V. C hown . .  3 
D awn V. Elson . . . .  2 | R ichard S. H olland . .  4 

Sydney G. O sborne . .  Tenor 
Conducted by Sydney G. O sborne.

* First peal.
Rung on the occasion of the marriage of Miss Daphne Muddiman to 

Mr. Kenneth Maycock; also a 21st birthday compliment to  Brenda 
Orland.

NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

O h Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 H ours and  37 M inutes,
A t the  C hurch of St . T homas,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being 720 Oxford Treble Bob, 720 Cambridge Surprise, 1,440 Kent 
Treble Bob and 2,160 Plain Bob. Tenor 8 cwt.
A lfred H annington ..T reb le  j Benjamin W illiam s . .  4 
T revor M . R oderick . .  2 j Edmund  M orris . .  . .  5 
J. A rthur H oare . . . .  3 I G wyn I. L ew is  . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by G wyn I. Le w is .

SEND. SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN. GU ILD.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in  2 H ours and  45 M inutes,
A t the C hurch o f  St . M ary-the-V irgin ,

A PEAL O F 5040 DOUBLES 
Being four methods, v iz .: 1,440 each of Reverse Canterbury, Old and 
Plain Bob and 720 Grandsire. Tenor 10 cwt.
W inifred  Oliver  . .  . .T re b le  I ‘ J ohn A. E therington . .  4 
G eorge L. G rover . .  2 *G. Brian G rover . .  . .  5 

‘ J ohn A. M artin . . . .  3 I t Sidney  M . Strudw ick  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by G eorge L. G rover.

* First peal in four Doubles methods, t  First peal.
Rung for “  Our Lady’s Day.”

SHREWSBURY. SHROPSHIRE.
THE SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in 2 Hours and  30 M inutes.
At  the C hurch of St . M ichael,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR .
Being seven extents. Tenor 7 cwt.
‘ R obert N icholls 

C lifford  A . Barron 
J ohn N . L indon

. .Treble Alfred  E . G . Owen  . .  4 
•S tanley R . H ills  . .  . .  5 

F rederick G . Beddow  . .  Tenor

•  First peal.
Conducted by C l if f o r d  A. B a r r o n .-
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SHIPTON MOYNE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in  2 H ours and  48 M inutes,
A t the  C hurch of St . J ohn-the-Baptist ,

A PEAL O F 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being 42 six-scores (10 callings). Tenor 14 cwt. (approx.).
•D ennis G ant .................... Treble H erbert G . Blanchard . .  4
• J ohn E . B illings . . . .  2 H arold E . Blacker . .  . .  5
C olin A. T ester . . . .  3 1 H arry H eath ....................Tenor

Conducted by H arold E. Blacker.
•  First peal.

W ILLINGHAM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

O n Sat., M arch  20, 1954, in  2 H ours and  36 M inutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary and A ll Saints,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR
Being seven extents. Tenor 12 cwt. 2 qr.
•A lec T. D enson . .  ..T reb le  I G eorge E . C risp  . .  . .  4 
F rank E lsom  . . . .  2 ; *Geoffrey A. L ucas . .  5 '  

•K eith  F. Bonus . .  . .  3 M ansfield  G inn . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by M ansfield  G inn .

• First peal.

BLYTHBURGH, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sun., M arch  21, 1954, in 2 H ours and  47 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of T he H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. in G .

W alter K errison . .  ..T reb le  j C. J ack G ibson . .  . .  4 
J ohn W . Blythe . . . .  2 tG .  A. Sutherland . .  5 

•M argot R. T hompson . .  3 I fREGiNALD J . D arch . .  Tenor 
Conducted by J ohn W . Blythe.

* First peal of Treble Bob Minor, t  First peal of Treble Bob. 
Birthday compliments to C. J. Gibson’s wife and son and J. W.

Blythe (father of conductor).

BUNWELL, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., M arch  21, 1954, in  2 Hours and  25 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ichael and All  A ngels,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one 720 each of: Norwich Surprise, Cambridge, Combined 
Oxford and Kent, Plain Bob, Double Oxford, Double Court and St. 
Clement’s College. Tenor 10 cwt. (approx.) in G.

•C . F rank W. Phillippo  Treble | G eorge W. P ipe  . .  . .  4 
*tC - F rank J. A rnold . .  2 H. W illiam  Barrett . .  5 

Stanley W. C opling  .» 3 | F .  C harles G oodman . .  Tenor  
Conducted by G eorge W. P ip e .

* 50th peal together, t  50th peal.

HANDBELL PEALS
HELLESDON, NORFOLK.

THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On W ed., M arch  10, 1954, in 2 H ours and  22 M inutes,

A t 87, R eepham  R oad,
A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR

Tenor size 15 in C.
H . W illiam  Barrett . .  1—2 I Bert G ogle • ...................5—6
N olan G olden . .  . .  3— 4 | A rthur G . Bason . .  . .  7—8 

Composed and Conducted by N olan G olden.
Mr. Bert Gogle’s 200th peal for the Norwich Association.

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. AUSTRALIA.
THE ST. PAUL’S SOCIETY.

O n Sun., M arch  14, 1954, in 2 H ours and  44 M inutes,
A t R attray Road, M ontmorency,

A PEAL OF 5039 GRANDSIRE CATERS 
Tenor size 15 in C sharp.

J ohn J . C um m ins . .  . .  1— 2 I T homas W. G oodyer . .  5—6 
V alerie W . W illard . .  3—4 | ‘ M argaret E. W inter . .  7—8 

P h ilip  M . J. G ray . .  9— 10 
Composed by J . C arter. Conducted by P h ilip  M. J. G ray.

• First peal. First peal of Caters ‘ in hand ’ for all, and first of 
Caters as conductor.

Rung to commemorate the visit to Australia of Her Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth, and His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh.

GILLETT
A N D

JOHNSTON
LIMITED

No matter in which corner of the country 
you happen to be, as likely as not you 
will come across Gillett & Johnston bells 
or tower clocks. Cillett & Johnston crafts
manship is embodied in an all-embracing 
service —  as much in the preservation 
and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new.

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
AND

C L O C K  M A K E R S
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ON CONDUCTING
By WILFRID G. WILSON
XII. — CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE

Now we have reached a method which bears what to some is that magic word ‘ Surprise,’ 
and we will try to show that what we have demonstrated in relation to Plain Bob is also 
applicable. One thing is certain—that if you are only a  bob-caller you have now reached the 
type of method that you cannot call from  one of the ‘ working ’ bells, because you will not find 
it easy a t the same time to watch the tenor for the calling positions.

One thing I would emphasise here is that, if you are going to give your mind fully to  the 
a rt of conducting, you should be able to ring the actual method almost automatically. And in 
methods like Cambridge you should have spent some time studying their construction and finding 
out where you meet or dodge with your course bell or after bell, etc. You can find these things 
out for yourself, either with pencil and paper o r when ringing with someone else as conductor. 
Most people nowadays who ring Surprise methods learn the order in which the leads come—- 
i.e., the position of their bell at the respective lead ends—2, 6, 7, 3, 4, 8, 5 in Cambridge Major. 
In  a  plain course you will notice that the bells do their slow work (on the front with the treble) 
in exactly the reverse order to this.

Here first of all is our example of a peal—Middleton’s, of course. I t  is a  five-part peal of 
5,600 changes, but is usually reduced to 5,056 changes by substituting a bob Before and 3 bobs 
a t Home for the whole of the second part.

Course Ends
2 3 4 5  6 M.  W.  H.

Coursing Orders from 5 3 2 4 6 
M. W. H.

4 3 6 5 2  — 5 3 4 6 2
5 b 2 M ---------  53  6 2 4  3 6 5 2 4
2 3 5 6 4  — — 6 5 3 2 4  6 3 2 5 4
5 2 3 6 4  — 6 2 5 3 4
3 5 2 6 4  — 6 5 3 2 4

On the left of the calling are the course ends, as you will see them in the text books. On 
the right are the actual Coursing Orders, starting from the plain course Coursing Order 5 3 2 4 6 
and changing at every bob.

You will notice first of all that the M. position comes before the W. But that doesn t 
matter. This being a method with a  fourths place bob (like Plain Bob or Kent Treble Bob, etc.), 
we know that at a  bob M. we apply our code ( A B C  into B C A) to  the last three bells. 
Therefore we change 5 3 2 4 6 into 5 3 4 6 2 — 4 runs out, 6 runs in and 2 makes fourths 
place. We now ring a  whole course until the next M. position, but if you did not know that
4 , 6 and 2 are the bells which are to be concerned in the bob and that 6 has to run out, 2 run 
in and 4 make fourths place you would have a most anxious time watching for the tenor to 
reach the M. position. It doesn’t come conveniently next to  the course end in Cambridge. 
However, our M. position is safely recognised and the bob called. The new Coursing Order being
5 3 6 2 4. The bob W. comes a t the next lead end, which should not be difficult to spot, but it is 
-very comforting to know beforehand that the first three bells 5, 3 and 6 will be the ones 
affected and that 3 will run out, 6 run in and 5 make fourths place, giving us 3 6 5 2 4 as our 
new Coursing Order.

Now we have to run another whole course until the next bob W. and we shall know we 
have got there when the same three bells get into position for the bob. 6 out, 5 in and 3 make 
fourths and we get Coursing Order 6 5 3 2 4. After that we have only to  call three Homes— 
on the middle thijee bells of our Coursing Order—i.e., from  6 5  3 2 4  to 63  2 5 4 ; then to
6 2 5 3 4 and then to  6 5 3 2 4 again for our part end.

When you come to the second part (B. and 3 H.) you will find that the bob B. has just 
the same effect on the Coursing Order as it had in our earlier examples. That is that the bell 
last of the five in the Coursing Order will make fourths place and. become first in the Coursing 
Order. But a  practical difference you will find when conducting is that the course which contains 
a  bob B. has no calling positions of M. and W., your next calling position being the Home.

Now having found that we can call our peal just as easily, let us look at the Coursing Order 
of the bells within each lead. To save space I ask you to write out a  lead o f Cambridge Major 
—or look it up in a text book or your Ringers’ Diary.

Look at the order in which the bells go up to the back after the tenor and 7th. They are
5, then 3, then treble, then 2, 4 and 6, and back to the tenor again. But that is exactly the 
same aS in our simple methods and you can check all through the plain course and find it is 
still the same. When you consider all that happens in the middle of a lead of Cambridge, it is 
perhaps rather a surprise, but a very pleasant one for the conductor.

If you look at the order in which the bells go down to  the lead you will notice that they are 
not nearly so obliging. They vary from the standard Coursing Order because of the fact that 
one bell stays on the front a  long while to  do its front work after making seconds place a t the 
lead end and because in the second half of the lead another bell stays on the front a long while 
doing its front work before the lead end. If  you ring a lot o f Cambridge you will find it is 
not too difficult to allow for these variations in Coursing Order—they are the same in each lead
—and so know in what order the bells ought to go down to the front. But in fact you will find 
that you will be able to make quite a  good job of your conducting if you watch your Coursing 
Orders as the bells go up to  the back.

Once again this technique applies just as easily to Cambridge Royal and Maximus.
For my example peal of Cambridge Surprise M ajor I chose Middleton’s composition because 

it is most commonly called, but you will find that as you become more proficient a t conducting—or 
perhaps more lazy as you get older—you will learn to pick out compositions which, for one 
reason or another, prove less difficult to remember o r contain more easy landmarks. This means 
that you can give more of your attention to the quality of the ringing and to any weaker members 
of the band.

If you start Middleton’s composition with two of the last three bobs H. you get what is 
known as'Johnson’s variation—the first part is as follow s:—

Course Ends Coursing Orders from 5 3 2 4 6
2 3  4 5  6 M. W. H. M. W. H.

4 2 3  5 6 
3 4 2 5  6
2 4 6 5 3
5 63 4 2
3 4 5  62

5 4 2 6 3
5 4 6 3 2 4 6 5 3 2  

6 5 4 3  2

5 2 4 3  6 
5 4 3  2 6

6 4 3  52

Look first of all a t the part end—34562. The 
second part end will be 45623; the third— 
56234; the fourth—62345; and the last—23456. 
Just as from whatever hour you start you meet 
the hours on a clock face in the order 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, 6, 7, etc so all your part ends are in 
rounds order, 23456, merely starting a t the next 
one along. These part ends are called cyclical 
part ends and are, of course, very easy to 
remember.

Now examine the bells which are in bob- 
making positions a t the various calling posi
tions. At the first M. position a bob would 
affect 2, 4 and 6. These three bells are not 
next to each other in the cyclical order 23456, 
so we do not call a bob. A t the following W. 
position, the three bells which would be affected 
are 5, 3 and 2. Once again these three bells 
are not next to each other in the cyclical order 
so we do not call a  bob. (Note—6, 3 and 2 
would be next to each other in the cyclical 
order 2345623456, etc.—but 5, 3 and 2 are not.) 
At the H. position we find that 3, 2 and 4 are 
the bells which would be affected by a  bob. 
These are next to each other in the cyclical 
order so we do call a  bob H. And you will 
find if you examine the affected bells at each 
calling position M., W. and H. that this is the 
case all through.

So if you call this variation you need only 
learn 2H., 2M., 2W., 1H. part end 34562. AU 
the other part ends are cyclical. You keep a 
check on the Coursing Order with the code 
ABC into BCA and, as a guide to correct 
calling, you can remember simply that you 
always call a bob whenever three consecutive 
bells in the cyclical order are affected by the 
call and you never call a  bob when the three 
bells which would be affected are not consecu
tive bells in the cyclical order.

Just as in Middleton’s peal, you can shorten 
any one of the five parts—but this time call 
2H., B. and H. (i.e.—start with 2H. the same 
as in the main calling in this variation).

(To be continued)

QUARTER PEALS
ALDRINGT<*N, SUSSEX.—O n F eb. 28th. 1.260 

P lain Bob M in o r : D iana G ough (first o f Minor) 1. 
V alerie M epham 2, D . H . Paine (first o f M inor ‘ in
side ’) 3 M ary W . Brown 4, H . W . Brown 5, S. W . 
Brown (cond.) 6. A  welcome home to  K enneth Sharpe, 
a  local ringer, on his return  from  the D iocese o f  the 
U pper Nile. A lso on  Mar. 21st. 1,272 Oxford Treble 
Bob M in o r: Beryl Reynolds (first o f Treble Bob) 1, 
Valeric M epham (first o f Oxford ‘ inside ') / 2, M ary 
W . Brown 3. E. E. Trusler 4. H . W . Brown 5. S. W . 
Brown (cond.) 6. Rung by the local band as a  fare
well to  Mr. G . A. Steele, a  ringer a t this tow er fo r 
64 years and verger 44 years.

A SH BRITTLE, SOM ERSET.—O n M ar. 17th, 1,440 
Plain Bob M in o r: S. N . Bristow 1. Miss M. A lder
m an 2, Miss E. A. V arde 3. G . W alford  4. G . J . 
G am m on 5, D. T. N orth  (first as cond.) 6. First of 
M inor fo r 2 and  3. A  21st birthday  com plim ent to  
Miss F . N orm an, a local ringer.

BED FO RD .—At St. P au l's  Church, on Feb. 26th,
1.260 Grandsire T rip le s : B. H arlow  1, S. J. W ood
cock 2, S. Foskett 3. M. Orme 4, D . P . Jones 5. C . E. 
Jeffries 6. B. Pattison (cond.) 7, D. Thom pson 8. 
R ung half-muffled as a tribute to  C anon F. L. H il- 
ditch. Vicar o f St. P aul’s, interred this dav,

BLU N HA M , BEDS.—On Feb. 28th, 1,260 G randsire 
Doubles : W . Sims 1, C. H . H arding 2. C. C larke 3.
F. H ull 4, B. Pattison (cond.) 5. Rung as a  farewell 
to  the Rector o f B lunham (the Rev. T. C. W . C. 
Teape-Fugard), who is leaving the parish.

BO CK IN G , ESSEX.—At St. M ary 's Church, on F eb. 
28th, 1.260 G randsire Doubles : T. Senior 1. Mrs. 
M oore 2. H. W . M oore 3, J. Brown 4, R . Suckling 
(cond.) 5. W . W introp  6. Rung as a com plim ent to  
Mrs. P iper on her 104th birthday.

BEOLEY. W O RCS.—O n Mar. 20th. 1,260 G randsire 
D o u b le s : Miss M. A. Balls (first quarter) 1, Miss 
J. E. Archer (first quarter) 2. Miss E. Boffey 3, E. D . 
W ilson 4. R. D. W ilson (first quarter as cond.) 5,
F . C. Ison (first quarter) 6.

BU RN H A M -O N -CRO U CH , ESSEX.—On M ar. 21st.
1.260 Plain Bob M in o r: D. Sims 1, K. Everett 2, E. 
D eacon 3. E. Potter (first quarter) 4. G. Rouse 5, H . 
Stebbings (cond.) 6.

BU RSTOW . SU RREY .—O n M ar. 17th. 1,260 Doubles 
(Canterbury. Plain Bob and G randsirc) : S. Mews (first 
quarter) 1. D. W ilson (first ‘ inside ’) 2. L. Penfold 3,
H . Parsons 4. A. J. Bull (cond.) 5. W . Slaughter 6. 
R ung in memory o f  D aniel D. Cooper, ringing m aster 

o t  Surrey Association.
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DOV ER, K EN T__ On M ar. 17!h, a t St. M ary’s
Church, 1,260 G randsire T rip les : Mrs. H. G eorge 1, 
T. Ellendcr 2, H. J. Saunders 3, G. G ray 4, J. E. 
Chittenden 5, J. E. W alker 6, C. G eorge (cond.) 7,
D . J. Thom as 8.

D U N STER , SOM ERSET.—On M ar. 22nd, 1,260 
Grandsirc T rip les : C. M eddick 1, J. Tudball 2, J. 
Pugslcy 3, J. Haydon 4, G. M aidm cnt 5, I. Farm er 
(cond ) 6. A. R . Tudball 7, J. H errod 8. Rung half
muffled in memoriam J. J. H ole, a  ringer a t D unster 
for over 50 years, who was interred this day  at Exeter.

EBBW  VALE, M ON.—O n Mar. 14th, 1,260 G rand
sire Triples : Miss B. Stephens 1, R. AIsop 2, Miss D. 
Evans 3, Miss A. Stephens 4, D. Bruten 5, T . Stephens
6, J. Alsop (cond.) 7, J. Jeyncs 8. Rung fo r morning

ED G BASTO N , BIRM IN G H A M .—O n M ar. 17th. 
1,264 Plain Bob M ajor : A. W alker 1, F. E. Haynes
2, Evelyn M. Fletcher 3, W . M umford 4, A. Jones 5, 
A. Timmins 6, C. A. Barron 7, W . C. Dowding 
(cond.) 8. R ung for Confirm ation service, 
service on Confirm ation day.

EVESHAM , W O RCS.—O n Mar. 21st, a t the Bell 
Tow er on the back 8, 1,260 G randsire T rip les : Eliza
beth Hale 1. R . W . Cole 2, A. J. Brazier 3. G . C. 
Hemming (cond.) 4. W . J. Newman 5, G. J. Hemming
6, R. R. Savory 7, Brenda M. Smith 8. R ung for 
m orning service, and  a 19th birthday com plim ent for 
Brenda M. Smith.

FA R N H A M , SU RREY .—O n Mar. 21st, 1.260 G rand
sire T rip les : Miss R . Hide! (first quarter) 1, Miss M. 
W ells 2. Miss M. A. Cass 3. C. W . D enycr 4, S. 
M eadows 5. E. J. W ells 6. C. J. Beadle (cond.) 7,
A. C. Beadle 8. A farewell to  the • conductor on his 
im pending departure to  Egypt on  N ational Service.

FR A M PTO N , D ORSET.—O n M ar. 20th. 1,440 Plain 
Bob M inor : Betty J. M arsh 1, Mrs. A. J. Slade 2,
G . J. W . A bbott (first quarter of Plain Bob M inor) 3,
A. J. Slade 4. J. W . Rose 5, H. J. F ord (cond.) 6.

G O LD IN G  TO N , BEDS.—On M ar. 17th. 1.260 
D oubles (780 G randsire. 480 P lain Bob) : Sheila Cope 
(first quarter) 1. Mrs. M. M arshall 2. C. H . H arding 
(cond.) 3, E. Duffield 4, E. W hite 5, R. Perry (first 
quarter) 6. F irst quarter by the local band .except the 
conductor) on  their bells, which were augm ented from 
four to six a t Coronation-tide.

G R EA T W Y M ON D LEY , H E R T S —On Mar. 21st. 
1,440 Oxford Treble Bob M inor : R. H ead (first of 
Treble Bob) 1, J. Church 2, G. Cherry 3. K. Timbury 
(first of T reble Bob * inside ’) 4, F. C roft 5, P. Croft 
(first o f Treble Bob as cond.) 6.

QUARTER PEALS
G R A N TH A M , LIN C S.—O n M ar. 16th. 1,007 G rand

sire Caters : Joan  D uggan 1, R. P. Armstrong (first 
‘ inside ’) 2, D. A. F rith  3, F . W . Pinchbeck 4, J. 
W atson 5, T. A. Relf 6, C. Blakey 7, H . R . W oods 
(cond.) 8, J. Royce 9, L . Squires 10. Rung half- 
muffled in memory o f George Pacey, verger o f this 
church, who was interred in  G rantham  Cem etery same 
day.

G RIM SBY , LIN CS.—On Mar. 23rd, a t  the Church 
o f St. James, 1.260 G randsire Triples : F . Kennington
1, H. Mingay 2, C. Kennington 3. J. Parker 4. G . I. 
Rusby 5. A. Pashley 6. S. Bromfield (first quarter as 
cond.) 7. H. Hadwick 8. Rung prior to  a Confirm a
tion service by the Bishop o f Lincoln.

H U TTO N , ESSEX.—O n M ar. 18th, 1.260 Doubles 
(All Saints’ and Plain Bob) : C. E. Hill 1, Gwenda A. 
Davies 2. W . G. W right 3. W . T . Hill (cond.) 4, E. M. 
Baker 5. Rung half-muffled in memoriam M ajor Cyril 
S. C rofton, la te treasurer o f Church Council.

ISLEW O R TH , M ID D LX .—On M ar. 21st. 1,440 Lin
colnshire Surprise Royal : A . J. Boyack 1. W . G. W il
son 2. Mrs. O. L. Rogers 3, Miss E. Farrell 4. Mrs. 
K. F. P arr 5. T. E. Davies 6. S. C roft 7, F. D. 
Bishop 8, J. R. Mayne 9, H . W . Rogers (cond.) 10. 
First touch in the m ethod by all.

K E D IN G TO N , SU FFO LK .—O n Mar. 6th. 1,440 
K ent Treble Bob M ino r: Mrs. M oore 1. T. Earle 2.
H . W . M oore 3, J. W arner 4, R . Suckling 5, A. Syder 
(cond.) 6.

LA D OCK , C O R N W A LL.—O n M ar. 20th. 1,260 
G randsirc Triples : G. H arper 1, D. N. Penrose (first 
‘ inside ’) 2. H. H arper 3, M rs. J. M. Simpkin 4, Miss 
V. M. Matthews 5, D. Burnett 6, C. A. W ratten  
(cond.) 7, A. Carvcth 8.

LEYTONSTONE, E.—O n Mar. 21st. 1.280 Lincoln
shire Surprise M a jo r: P. J. Batley 1, C. R. Smith 2, 
J. H . Cram pion (cond.) 3, C. A. H ughes (first in  the 
method) 4, D . W . Beard 5, C. E. W illm ington 6.
E. D. Smith 7. J. F . Grove 8.

L ITTLE W A LTHA M , ESSEX.—On M ar. 13th, 1.440 
M inor (i, Ncwdigate, Old Oxford, W illesden and C ol
lege Bob IV. Delight; ii, Ockley, D uke of N orfolk. 
N orbury and College Exercise Treble Bob) : Mary 
Dowsett 1. D, A. S. Symonds 2. P. J . Came 3, P . J. 
Eves 4, J. E. G. R oast (cond.) 5, T. Earle 6.

M ELBO U RNE, V IC TO R IA , A U STRA LIA . —  O n
M ar. 7th, 1,280 K ent Treble Bob M ajor, on  handbells : 
John J. Cummins 1-2, T . W . G oodyer 3-4, Joan  G ray 
5-6 , P. M. J . G ray (cond.) 7-8.

O FFLEY , H ERTS.—O n M ar. 21st. 1,440 Prim rose 
Surprise M inor : M. Orme 1, R. D ixon 2, Miss A. 
Willes 3, M. Collings 4, D. Jones (cond.) 5, P. 
Mehew 6. F irst o f Primrose by all. To welcome the 
advent of spring.

PA CK W O O D , W A R W IC K S .—O n M ar. 21st, 1,260 
Grandsirc D o u b le s : Miss J. A. W alker 1, Miss H .
B. M. Leatherland (first quarter) 2, R . E. Tallis (first 
as cond.) 3, R . G. M orris 4, J. D . W alker 5, R . 
H oughton 6. Rung for Evensong. Believed to  be the 
first quarter peal by a  local band.

S H E FFIEL D , Y ORK S.—At St. M arie’s R .C . C hurch, 
on  Mar. 20th, 1,260 G randsire T rip les : H . H urst 1,
B. H olland 2, G. R. H iner 3, R . C. Preston (first as 
cond.) 4. W . H olland 5, H . M ortcm ore 6, H . O. Chad
dock 7. R . Birch 8.

S O W ! O N , D EV O N .—On M ar. 17th. 1.320 K ent 
Treble Bob M inor : A. Tapley (first o f  Treble Bob) 1, 
W . P antcr 2, J. Salway 3. W . D. Ashdown 4, W . 
Reeks 5, G. E. R etter (cond.) 6. F irst * inside ’ by
2 and 3.

STO U RBRID G E, W O R C S.—O n M ar. 22nd. a t St. 
Thom as’ Church, 1,260 G randsire Triples : Miss Jill 
Tom bs (first quarter) 1, D . N . Layton (cond.) 2, F . V. 
N icholls 3, R . Smith 4. R . Cooper 5, A. L. D unn 6,
D. H . W atson 7, W . H. Cooper 8.

W ESTO N  FAV ELL, N O RTH A N TS.—O n M ar. 20th,
1.260 Doubles (comprising 240 each o f  St. M artin’s, 
St. Simon’s. Reverse C anterbury and Plain Bob and 
300 Grandsire) : S. Earl 1, F . Benficld 2, G. R oom e
3, E. F rost 4. P. Amos (cond.) 5. F or the wedding 
ofi Miss J. E. Hill and Mr. J. R . U nderw ood. Also 
720 G randsire and  P lain Bob fo r the wedding of Miss 
K. Claridge and Mr. E. Needham .

W H ITB Y , Y O RK S.—O n Feb. 25th, 1.260 G randsire 
Triples : C. T indale 1, A. V. Coates 2, J. R . W aller 3. 
S. R. Elwick 4. D. Elwick 5, H. W aters 6, H . Short 
(cond.) 7, H. Lam crton (first quarter) 8. R ung to  cele
brate the birth of a son and heir to  the M arquis and 
M archioness of Norm anby.

W IT H A M , ESSEX.—On M ar. 20th, 1,280 K ent 
Treble Bob M ajor : Miss J. Sims 1, Miss W . M ellin 2, 
W . S. Butler 3. W . H. P. Mellin 4. B. Rice 5. D. 
Portw ay 6. S. Bones 7, E. W . Bright (cond.) 8. Rung 
fo r evening service.

LOUGHBOROUGH

.The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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LATE NEWS
Mr. J. Frederick Milner rafig his 500th peal 

last Saturday a t Southwell Minster. He cele
brated the occasion by calling for the first time 
a  peal of London Surprise Major.

The Ladies’ Guild has its 
youngest honorary member —
Miss Rosemary Staniforth, 
who was elected at the age of two weeks when 
the Midland District held their meeting at 
Rushden. It will be a happy day when Rose
mary is elected a practising member.

M r. C. Frank W. Phillippo has rung in each 
of M r. C. F rank J. Arnold’s first 50 peals.

Weston Favell, Northants, ringers are meet
ing the cost of a peal plaque from  wedding 
fees.

Spring was welcomed at Oflley, Herts, on 
March 21st, by a quarter of Primrose Surprise 
Minor.

Three Sydney ringers—Miss M. Winter, Mr. 
J. J. Cummins and M r. T. W. Goodyear— 
have been on holiday in Victoria and scored 
two peals and a quarter.

Congratulations to  Miss Jill Toombs, of 
Stourbridge, Worcs. She took her first ringing 
lesson on December 14th and on March 22nd 
scored her first quarter—the treble to Grand
sire Triples.

The co-operation of Mr. Wright sen. has 
enabled the first peal to be rung on the bells 
of Yoxall, Staffs. The band are indebted to 
him and also to  Mrs. Wright, who kindly pro
vided an excellent meal after the peal.

The first quarter by the local band at Pack- 
wood, Warwickshire, was rung on March 21st. 
Unfortunately the whole band can only meet 
about every three months as J. D . W alkef has 
joined the Merchant Navy. Keen recruits are 
apparently needed in this tower.

Unless a peal was rung there before 1881, 
the peal of Stedfnan Doubles at Great Barring
ton, Gloucestershire, on March 13th, recorded 
in our last issue, was the first on the bells. 
The peals at Blaisdon, Gloucestershire, and 
Wenhaston, Suffolk, also reported last week, 
were the first on the bells fo r' 20 years.

BELFRY GOSSIP A remarkable record of 
service is that of M r. George 
A. Steele, at Aldrington, Sus

sex. A ringer for 64 years and verger for 44  
years, he retired last week and is going to live 
in Kent. A t a farewell social, the Rev. Canon 
Mogridge presented M r. Steele with a cheque 
for £50 subscribed by the parishioners, and the 
ringers presented an ash tray on a floor stand, 
suitably inscribed.

Among our lady tenor ringers 19-year-old 
Miss Brenda Smith has definitely a place. She 
has rung the 36-cwt. Evesham tenor to a quar
ter peal. Brute force is not necessary to ring 
a tenor bell which goes well.

A titanic task has been undertaken by the 
Rev. K. W. H. Felstead in tabulating the
90,000 peals rung since 1881. The first of his 
articles appears this week, and later ones deal
ing with different counties will be most accept
able to the Exercise.

A peal of Stedman Caters was rung on the 
beautiful bells of Lichfield Cathedral last Satur
day as a welcome to the Ven. W. S. Macpher- 
son, Archdeacon of Richmond, on the occasion 
of his installation as 55th Dean of Lichfield.

When the Beverley and District Ringing 
Society visited Market Weighton on March 20th 
they were the guests at tea of Mr. H. Musk, an 
elder member of the local company. Such a 
kind gesture was much appreciated.

It has taken Mr. Roger C. Preston, of Shef
field, over two years to score his first quarter 
as conductor, as opportunities have been few 
and far between. His first attempt, in his 
home tower at Prescot, Lancs, came to grief 
five minutes before time when the tenor rope 
broke. Another attempt, before evening ser
vice, overran its time and 4 Stand ’ was called. 
Success came after a  breakdown in a peal 
attempt.

THE W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
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PEAL R I N G IN G ,  1 8 8 1 - 1 9 5 4
By the Rev. K. W. H. Felstead
INCE 1881 when the ‘ Bell News ’ issued its 
first number, just over 90,000 peals have 

been rung and published in the ringing papers. 
This article and those which follow are the re
sults of compiling a card index showing the 
towers in which these peals have been rung. 
It is proposed to give a short account of the 
peals rung in each county in turn with any 
points of interest. These will appear a t regular 
intervals in the ‘ Ringing W orld.’ It is hot very 
likely that the conclusions reached would be 
altered significantly by peals rung before 1881. 
At an estimate, there are probably not more 
than about 5,000 from the time of the first peal 
in 1715 to this date (an attempt is being made 
to record all these peals also, and if they do 
make any difference it will be mentioned later). 
I would like to acknowledge, a t the outset, the 
help given by Mr. Dove’s book, ‘ Guide to the 
Church Bells of Britain,’ In fact, I don’t think 
the job would have been possible without some 
such book of reference. I have been extremely 
grateful for it. Of course, certain observations 
depend entirely on it, and I hope this will be 
remembered when particular towers are men
tioned, for I may be echoing one of the very 
few mistakes which appear in the book.

And now for the 90,000 peals. I suppose it 
is probable that, if my estimate of pre-1881 
peals is anything like, the 100,000th peal will be 
rung within the next three or four years. I fear 
we shall never know where. These 90,000 peals 
have been rung in just over 4,000 towers. Thus 
there are still about 1,200 towers which have 
not had a peal rung in them (tower grabbers 
please note!). Of course, most of these are 5 
and 6 bell towers (590 of the former and 540 of 
the latter), but there are still 41 8-bell towers 
which haven't had a pea! on them since 1881, 
two 10-bell towers (St. Andrew’s, Norwich, 
where peals were rung earlier in the 19th cen
tury; and Dunham Massey), and one 12-bell 
tower (Liverpool Cathedral!). So there is still 
quite of lot of scope for those who like to 
claim * First peal on  the bells.’ Talking of the 
latter, it has been surprising how many times 
a  ‘ first peal on the bells ’ has been claimed 
when peals have been rung before, and not 
always a long time before, either—on more 
than one occasion it was claimed within a 
year of a previous peal.

LOUGHBOROUGH COMPLIMENTED
The tower with the greatest number of peals 

to its credit is Loughborough Bell Foundry. 
At the moment it stands at 544. having passed 
its 500 mark unnoticed in October. 1952. It 
also holds the record for the largest number 
of peals rung in a single year—50 in 1949 
(thanks chiefly to Mr. H. J. Poole). Readers 
may remember that in February, 1952, there 
was an article by Mr. E. A. Barnett about the 
500 peals which had been rung at Crayford 
and suggesting that it was the first church to 
accomplish this feat. It is now clear that the 
claim was justified, although mention of a 
challenge made in 1943, to which no answer 
was made, could have been taken up by Erith 
(St. John) then. This latter tower led in the 
number o f peals rung for nearly 40 years, until, 
in fact, it was overhauled by Crayford about 
the end of 1943. It is now third in the list 
with a total of 489. so there should be another 
500-peal tower to be celebrated within a year 
o r two.

If length*of time in ringing these 500 peals is 
taken into account we shall probably find that 
Erith will come second after Loughborough.

The Loughborough peals took 51 years, Cray
ford 75 years, whilst Erith’s first peal was rung 
on November 18th, 1882, nearly 72 years ago, 
so it has still three years to go to  beat Cray- 
ford’s time. No other tower comes within 150 
o f these three, so they have a tremendous lead 
on the others. Six towers come between 300 
and 330—Beddington; Birmingham, St. M ar
tin ; Brighton, St. Peter; Burton-on-Trent, St. 
P a u l; Crawley; Warnham. Willesden is very 
near (297), and since peals were rung before 
1881 at Ipswich, St. Mary-le-Tower, its total 
o f 290 would probably be over the 300 mark. 
There are actually 24 towers between the 200 
and 300 mark. These and the 114 between 100 
and 200 will be- mentioned in the articles on 
the different counties. I shall mention also 
those which are approaching centuries and the 
250 mark, so that they can be duly celebrated.

SIX-BELL TOWERS 
It has been surprising to find that only one 

6-bell tower has passed the 100 peal mark. 
This goal was achieved as long ago as 1922, 
too, and still there are only three others ap
proaching this total (Wickham Skeith, Hanley 
Castle and Lamberhurst). The tower is Thorn- 
ham Magna, with a grand total of 136. It is 
not often seen in the peal list now—only two 
peals fiave been rung there since the last war. 
This brings to mind a very obvious fact which 
has happened over and over again. It is seen 
that the majority of towers have ‘ spasm s’ of 
activity. This is often due to  the efforts of 
one or two men who get together a good band, 
ring many peals for a few years, and then fade 
out for various reasons—often death o r the 
break-up of the band by war, etc. Thus Duf
field was very prominent during the life of 
Sir A. P. Heywood: Drayton, under the Rev. 
F . E. Robinson, etc. Sometimes ‘ popular ’ 
towers cease to appear in the peal lists through 
the bells gradually becoming more or less un- 
ringable. or through a new incumbent not 
liking ringing! An example of the former 
(due more to the state of the tower than the 
‘ go ’ of the bells) is Chesterfield, which had 
reached 220 when the bells were silenced for 
about 25 years in 1923. At the rate they were 
going, it is likely they would be approaching 
the 500 mark now. One of the most amazing 
examples of this sudden cessation is St. 
Botolph's, Bishopsgate, where 40 peals were 
rung in 1934 and five in 1935 and very few 
since (two since the war). Angmering is a
6-bell tower where something must have 1 hap
pened.’ Between October, 1889, and Decem
ber, 1891, 45 peals were rung (10 of them in 
December. 1889!), which is an amazing number 
for those days (over 20 a year). There is then 
complete silence for nearly 60 years (from 
December 22nd, 1891, to January 9th, 1950). 
The three 500-peal towers are the exceptions— 
their large numbers are due to the consistency 
of peal ringing at them over the whole period. 
But there was only one peal at Crayford last 
year! Is this tower also going to have a ‘ lean ’ 
time at last?

B EC O M E  A  P O STA L  SU B SC R IB E R  
TO -D A  Y

This is an appropriate week to become 
a postal subscriber, being the first issue 
o f the second quarter o f 1954. For the 
remainder o f  1954 the cost o f  having 
' The R inging W orld ’ delivered by  post 
is 17s. 6d. Rem ittances should be sent 
to  M r. J. E. Jeater. Greystones, Cus
garne, Truro, Cornwall.

Rem em ber— every new postal sub
scriber is a step towards the solvency 
o f the journal.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL 
Preliminary Notice

The first session of the 22nd Council (57th 
annual meeting) will be held at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne on W hitsun Tuesday, June 8th, 1954.

In accordance with Rule 13, notices of 
motidn, signed by two members of the Council, 
must be received by the secretary not later than 
six weeks prior to the meeting.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR W HITSUN 
Peal Attempts.

Those desiring to attempt peals should com
municate with the official organiser, M r. W. 
N. Park, 10a, Woodlands Terrace, Darlington. 
It is expected that towers mainly in, County 
Durham will be available on the Saturday, and 
those within easy reach of Newcastle on the 
Monday.
Sightseeing and Ringing Trips.

Two buses have been reserved on Whit Sun
day and Whit Monday for sightseeing and ring
ing tours. Details will be settled when it is 
seen whether sufficient support is forthcoming, 
but the broad outlines a re :—

Whit Sunday:—
Depart Newcastle 1.30 p.m. Return 8.30-

9 p.m. Cost approximately 7s. per head.
Tour No. 1: Northumberland, probably 

including ringing on the eights at Hex
ham Abbey, Rothbury and Morpeth 
Watch Tower.

Tour No. 2 : Durham County, probably 
including ringing on the eights at Dur
ham Cathedral, Consett and Hexham.

Whit M onday:—
Depart Newcastle 9.30 a.m. Return about

6.30 p.m. Cost approximately 8s. 6d. 
per head.

Tour No. 3: Similar to Tour No. 1 but 
extended to include Bamburgh.

Tour No. 4 ; Northumberland and Dur
ham, probably including tinging on the 
eights at Hexham, Barnard Castle, 
Staindrop and Durham Cathedral.

The prices quoted are exclusive of meals. It 
is hoped to arrange tea on Sunday and lunch 
on Monday.

Members interested should communicatc with 
Mr. D. A. Bayles. 12, Crichton Avenue, Ches- 
ter-le-Street, Co. Durham, as soon as possible. 
If sufficient support is received the final details 
will be settled and definite bookings will be 
required not later than May 1st.

Details of other arrangements will be given 
later.

E. A. BARNETT. Hon. Sec.

NORTH STONEHAM RINGERS’ 
WEDDING

Saturday, March 20th, was a day of rejoic
ing at North Stoneham, Hants, when two 
members of the local band. Mr. Norman 
Hayes and Miss Molly Denby, were married at 
St. Nicholas’ Church. Mr. Hayes is tower sec
retary and recorder of peals for the Winchester 
and Portsmouth Guild.

The ceremony wa$ precede^ by a peal of 
5.040 Southwell Surprise Royal conducted by 
Mr. C. H. Kippin. and was the first peal of 
Royal in this method to be rung.

After the wedding the bells were 1 fired ’ in 
excellent style by the local band, many of 
whom accepted invitations to the reception in 
the Church Hall. It was unfortunate that the 
date happened to clash with a District meeting 
at Romsey, so that most of the peal band ad
journed there.

Handbells were rung at the reception as a 
‘ send-off' to the couple, and the reception 
itself continued in fine style until about 11.30.

As the couple left the church they had to go 
through the traditional archway of handbells. 
One of the many gifts was a barometer from 
their ringing friends.

The honeymoon is being spent at Sidmouth.
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AN INSIGHT INTO THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION
Leg-Pulls and Humour at the Second 

Annual Dinner

THE Derbyshire Association, formed in 1946 
after the liquidation of the Midland 

Counties Association, began life in not very 
favourable circumstances. Although endowed 
with many rings of beautiful bells, there was 
no really strong association-minded band to 
give impetus to  the new organisation.

In spite of this, however, steady progress has 
been made and. although there arc many voids 
to  be filled, the Association is well established 
and friends with itself and its neighbours.

Whilst lacking the outstanding ringing per
sonalities with whom some Associations are 
blessed, and who seem to be able to stimulate 
a whole organisation with their vitality, the 
Derbyshire Association is fortunate in its 
principal officers.

The Right Reverend R. S. M. O’Ferral, 
Assistant Bishop of Derby, served until this 
year as president and, although a non-ringer, 
he appreciated the value of ringing organisa
tions and supported them. He added dignity 
and efficiency to the annual general meetings, 
and it is to be hoped that the Association will 
be as fortunate in his successor.

Mr. W. Lancaster is now vice-president, after 
steering the Association through its first few 
years in that most important office of general 
secretary.

The vacant office of general secretary was 
most ably filled by Mr. A. B. Cooper, of Bols- 
over, who has proved to be most keen and effi
cient, and, in fact, one would have to search 
far to find a better secretary. He is 
also secretary of the Chesterfield district 
and, when one finds that he is also the Sunday 
School superintendent, choirman and pillar of 
his church, one realises something of his value.

For treasurer the Association is fortunate in 
having the services of Mr. E. Fletcher, of 
Ilkeston, a most reliable and experienced man, 
who has put the finances on a simple and sys
tematic basis and, while in office, has seen the 
balance swing over to the right side.

The Association firmly supports the Cen
tral Council, and is proud of the fact that Sir 
Arthur Heywood, of Duffield, who was a prime 
mover in its foundation, came from the Derby 
area. Two representatives, Mr. A. Mould and 
M r. D R. Carlisle (also peal secretary), bring 
back each year a clear report of the Central 
Council’s meeting.

MEMBERSHIP OF 250-
Membership totals about 250 residents, but 

there is a steady intake of young members who 
are very keen, and some have formed amongst 
themselves a small school society.

In the Derby area itself ringing has improved 
appreciably in the past few years, both in scope 
and quality, due to several factors, such as the 
interest in peal ringing, despite what critics say 
to  the contrary, contact with other Associa
tions, good practices and meetings.

The improvement -in standard is exemplified 
by a recent peal attempt for Pudsey Royal, when 
the peal was successfully brought round, but 
not accepted because of a bad course near the 
end. Disappointment by the band, who were 
all new to the method, was outweighted by the 
satisfaction of maintaining a standard.

In the earlier post-war years the St. Peter’s 
practice in Derby was outstanding in promoting 
interest and advancement under the amiable 
leadership of Mr. John Clew, whose death last 
year was felt very deeply. Mr. Freebrey, 
ringing master at St. Andrew's, also has done 
useful work in pressing forward with advanced 
methods and peal arrangements. The practices 
at All Saints’ Cathedral Church of Derby, 
have, during the last few years, become very

popular and fostered ten-bell ringing, particu
larly Surprise Royal. Mr. Harold Taylor is the 
Ringing Master and has succeeded during his 
few years in that office of building up a Sun
day service band almost from nothing.

District meetings are always well supported, 
and, under the successive District Masters, 
Messrs. G. Freebrey, A. Mould, F . R. Lowe 
and H, Taylor, cater for learners and less 
advanced equally with more proficient ringers. 
Joint meetings with neighbouring districts are 
frequently held and particularly friendly rela
tions exist between the Derby District and the 
Midland Counties Guild.

SECOND ANNUAL DINNER 
The success of the first annual dinner held 

last year was evidenced by the increased de
mand for tickets, which, unfortunately, had to 
be limited to  90, and resulted in some appli
cants being disappointed. All districts, Derby, 
Chesterfield, Ilkeston and Peak, were repre
sented this year, and guests included members 
of the Southwell Diocesan Guild, the Midland 
Counties Guild, the Sheffield and District 
Society and the Archdeaconry of Stafford 
Society. The dinner was again held at the 
Corporation Hotel.

Speechmaking was subject to one rule, one 
speech only, limited to a maximum duration of 
two minutes. Vice-President W. Lancaster ob
served the rule, but managed to convey a warm 
welcome to those present, particularly to visitors 
from other Associations. He also drew atten
tion to the presence of several veterans, point
ing out that it was their groundwork in the 
past which had led to the organisation that 
made possible these functions.

Change ringing on handbells headed the pro
gramme of entertainment. The methods rung 
were Grandsire Caters and Stedman Triples 
by Miss Joan Bcresford and George Oliver 
(Lichfield), A. Mould and D. R. Carlisle 
(Derby), Brian Buswell (Nottingham) and 
David Marshall (Sawley).

Several games were played during the even
ing, though not always strictly to the rules. 
In the well known T.V. game of passing an 
egg on a spoon held in the mouth, a team of 
men from Derby, who were opposed by a team 
of ladies, were disqualified for jostling. They 
had to redeem themselves by singing the signa
ture tune, ‘ Herr von Schmit.’

As a break from the more energetic enter
tainment Messrs. Carlisle, A. Mould and J. 
Mould rang tunes whose melodies were so 
recognisable that (he company was able to sing 
to them.

PRESENTATION TO MR. A. E 
THOMPSON 

Mr. Cooper, of Bolsover, then announced 
that a presentation was about to be made to 
Mr. A. E. Thompson, of St. Andrew’s, Derby. 
Mr. Thompson, who is renowned for his peal 
ringing activities and also for his partiality for 
mussels, has only recently broken his first stay 
after some years of ringing. The citation, con
densed below, was read by Mr. Cooper.

‘ The setting was St. Andrew’s belfry on a 
Monday evening. The occasion, an attempt for 
a quarter peal of Bristol S. Major, a worthy 
venture since it was practice night. The type 
of bob, colloquially “ barb,” “  burp ” or 
“  bip,” was fourths place.

‘ With Mr. Thompson on the second a start 
was made. Soon, probably due to weakness 
resulting from his partiality to mussels, Mr. 
Thompson’s bell had dropped to half swing. 
This caused much consternation to the ringer 
to whom he should have been giving “ one.” 
With admirable effort, in view of his mussel- 
bound condition, Mr. Thompson gave a mighty 
heave, which not only brought the bell up to 
full swing, but set it spinning like a top.

‘ The rope neatly disappeared aloft with Mr. 
Thompson attached. His return slickly coin
cided with the call to stand. He was imme
diately showered with congratulations by his 
fellow ringers, while the conductor stood 
speechless in admiration.’

Mr. Thompson was presented with an illumi
nated certificate and a newly-instituted order, 
‘ Capita Magnissima ’ (Biggest Head), was con
ferred upon him. The medallion of the order 
was pinned upon his chest. Mr. Cooper 
warned the assembly not to confuse this order 
with 4 Capita Magna ’ or 4 big ’ead,’ which is 
normally reserved for Surprise ringers!

Two ducts and a trio were sung by Messrs. 
R. E. Carlisle, H. Bates and R. W. Carlisle, of 
Nottingham, and the vice-president obliged 
when called upon to 4 give us a  song.’

Another highlight of the evening was a song 
with words specially composed for the occasion 
by Mr. G. A. Halls and Mr. D. R. Carlisle. The 
tune should have been 4 John Brown’s Body,’ 
and was rendered by the Derby Ringers’ Male 
Voice Choir, augmented by the St. Leodegarius, 
Nottingham, Glee Singers.

After community singing many of the 
ringers had to leave, and the remainder spent 
the rest of the evening dancing or in ringing 
conversation.

TO  P E A L  C O N D U C T O R S  
W ill peal conductors please pu t their 

name and address on the sam e sheet on 
which the peal report is written.

W hen sending a quarter peal report 
with a peal please write sam e on a 
separate sheet.

SOCIETY FOR THE 
ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD 

A Cold Day at Wednesbury
It was a grey, cold day on the occasion of 

the Society’s March meeting held at Wednes
bury on March 13th. The fine Parish Church 
of St. Bartholomew is in an exposed position 
on top of a hill and the ringers attending the 
meeting were quick to get into the belfry right 
away from the biting wind. Ringing on the 
grand ring of ten bells (tenor 24 cwt.) was 
under the direction of - Mr. Maurice Turner, 
Ringing Master.

The service was conducted by Dr. A. B. 
Lavelle, Vicar and Rural Dean of Wednesbury, 
and the Parish Church organist, Mr. Gurney 
Harper, kindly officiated on the organ. In his 
address Dr. Lavelle drew attention to a recent 
memorial in the church to a former verger 
which bore the inscription: 41 had rather be 
a doorkeeper in the House of the Lord than 
dwell in the tents of the ungodly.’ Dr. Lavelle 
appealed to ringers to follow this precept and 
be faithful in their appointed ministry in the 
belfry.

Tea was served at Wadsworth’s Restaurant, 
after which Mr. Fred Bennett thanked the 
Wednesbury ringers for arranging the meeting 
at short notice (following a cancellation), Dr. 
Lavelle for taking the service, and Mr. Harper 
for playing the organ.

Three new members, all ladies, the Misses 
Ann Ward, Valerie Cubley and Judith Rundle 
from Rugcley were welcomed.

The attendance of 43 yas the smallest since 
1950. The next meeting of the Society will be 
at Cannock on May 22nd. Preliminary notice 
is also given that the joint meeting with the 
Shropshire Association will be held at Shrews- 
buiy on July 10th.
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LETTERS TO
RINGERS’ ROLL OF HONOUR

Dear Sir,—Well over one half of the As
sociations have sent their contribution towards 
the cost of the oak case which is to  contain 
the Ringers’ Roll of Honour in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral.

The first roll contains 1,076 names and the 
last more more than 300. Therefore it is quite 
likely that casualties from every Association 
in the British Isles are recorded in one or both 
of the rolls.

It is hoped that every Association will have 
sent a subscription before the Council meeting 
on June 8th, so that the rolls may be in their 
case and open to inspection not long after the 
meeting of the Council.

It is very heartening to find such a ready 
response from so many Associations and it 
would be wonderful if it could be reported to 
the Council on June 8th that there had been a 
100 per cent, response to the Council’s re
quest.—Yours sincerely,

HARRY MILES.

CONGRATULATIONS
Dear Sir,—As a ringer, I have reached the 

stage, or age, when peals, as such, are of little 
interest to me. They have become ‘ two a 
penny ’ 1 I much prefer to  spend my leisure 
hours enjoying some outdoor recreation. I 
would, however, as one who took part in the 
previous record peal of Spliced Surprise Major, 
like to congratulate, most sincerely, the Lincoln
shire and Yorkshire ringers who have recently 
rung peals in 32 and 36 methods respectively.

Can we have the 32 method composition pub
lished? I make this request as I believe, and 
here I may be ‘ sticking my neck out,’ that 
the number of changes (160) rung in each 
method would prove it to be collectively the 
better achievement of the two.—Yours faith-

Oxford.
Note.—Mr. Judge’s letter was received after 

our last issue had gone to press. The compo
sition referred to appears on page 205.—Ed.

‘ QUICKEST PEAL OF ROYAL EVER 
R U N G ’

Dear Sir,—On page 192 of ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ of March 19th you publish the achieve
ment of ringing a 5,000 Royal in two hours «nd 
28 minutes, and add that there have been such 
peals even quicker. These, of course, are peals 
‘ in hand.'

Undoubtedly these are achievements to re
cord, but, apart from the fact that a big num
ber of changes on a lot of bells have been rung 
in a short time, is it really worth while?

After all, what does it sound  like? Is not 
the sound  of a bell or of a ring of bells what 
really counts?

As far as tower bells are concerned, I think 
the sound of the bells is miles ahead of any 
oiher factor concerning ringing.

It seems to me that rings of ten are often 
rung too quickly—jingle-jingle-dong. ting-boom- 
swish and on and on. . . . Let's have a clear 
open lead and let there be sufficient space be
tween strikes so that each bell has a chance 
to speak and its tone heard and appreciated.

My opinion—for what it is worth—is that 
ringing is often on the fast side, and if half
muffled, can hardly be too slow. I know that 
the weight of the ring makes a difference: 
but. whatever the reason, I say that all dignity 
is lost if ringing is too fast, and that eight bells 
often sound better than ten unless the ten are 
hung properly and in very competent ringers' 
hands.—Yours faithfully,

CLAUDE RUSH.
Eye, Suffolk.

THE RINGING WORLD

THE EDITOR
LONDON SURPRISE ROYAL AT 

HILLINGDON
Dear Sir,—I would like through this medium 

to  congratulate the band who rang the peal of 
London Surprise Royal at Hillingdon on Feb
ruary 27th last.

As I listened to  parts of this peal I  was 
delighted with the manner that the first peal 
in this musical and difficult method was being 
rung for our Middlesex Association, especially 
to  know that so many of our young element 
were in the band. I know it gave our modest 
Ringing Master, Tony Price, a great deal of 
pleasure that his two sons and others he has 
taught and encouraged were in this creditable 
perform ance.

I would also express the pleasure I feel that 
our young District Master, Richard Speed, con
ducted the peal. Of course, he had his wife 
a t his side, ringing her first ‘ touch ’ in the 
method—what an  inspiration !

I know I can speak for the local band that 
we are honoured by this peal being rung at 
Hillingdon, also that our new captain, T. G. 
Bannister, took part.

I t  was good that our old friends, Tom Lock 
and Tom Francis, came to see us again and 
were associated with the occasion.

I would conclude by ‘ Thank you all from 
Hillingdon,’ especially for that ‘ copybook ’ 
finish to  a good peal.

W. H . COLES.

ST. JOHN-THE-DIVINE, LEICESTER
Dear Sir,—May I take this opportunity of 

thanking you and all readers of ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ and others who have taken such an 
active interest in a resistance against the pro
posal to demolish the Church of St. John-the- 
Divine, Leicester, and say how happy I am to 
be able to  announce that their efforts have 
met with the success they have so richly de
served.—Yours sincerely,

S. HARRISON,
Ringing Master and Deputy Warden.

Leicester.

ANONYMOUS LETTERS
Dear Sir,—Your reference in  last week’s 

‘ Belfry Gossip ’ to  an anonymous letter com
pels me to raise the m atter of the ban upon 
such correspondence.

Our paper must now have the unenviable 
distinction of being the only magazine in the 
United Kingdom which imposes such a ban. 
An even sadder thought is the fact that nobody 
has protested, so it would seem that this a t
tack on freedom of speech and writing has 
been accepted without a murmur. Are we bell- 
ringers a particularly sensitive class, afraid to 
have our behaviour and institutions examined 
in your columns? To reject these letters seems 
to indicate a totalitarian outlook which should 
be quite foreign to all of us. We should re
member that the preservation of the right to 
criticise always entails a risk that the privilege 
may be abused, but we ought not to be afraid 
on that account so long as an impartial editor 
permits both sides to air their views.

I would emphasise that I  am not condoning 
poison-pen writers. The editor has a waste- 
paper basket for missives of this nature.

If a letter is critical of a person or associa
tion, why not forward it before publication, to 
the attacked party, who can then pen a reply 
which will appear in the paper beside the 
anonymous letter?

I am not convinced by the argument that the 
signed letter is a satisfactory solution, for it is 
obvious that anyone with a grievance to air 
(which could be just) will shrink from it if he 
is liable to  suffer social ostracism.—Yours 
faithfully,

H. P. CLIFF.
Ne wcastle-on-Tyne.
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PEAL COMPOSITION
Dear Sir,—I have read much of the literature 

and, a t least for Surprise methods, have found 
no systematic method shown for producing 
peal compositions. Reference is made to round 
blocks and Q-sets but not much to their actual 
use.

One is shown how to determine the internal 
falseness and from this it is a simple matter 
to derive the maximum number of courses 
available for a composition. To fit these 
courses together is not, however, very clear.

I have produced quite a number of com
positions in different Surprise methods but al
ways by the method of trial and error or in
spired guesswork. There must be many com
posers who have systematic methods of pro
ducing compositions and no doubt there are 
many ringers like myself who would be in
terested to learn of these systems.

The reason for desiring this knowledge is 
not so much to put one’s name to a composi
tion as to obtain one in, say, a new method 
to suit one’s own style of conducting (or, to be 
honest, as simple as possible consistent with 
good music).

1 would be grateful to anyone who could 
either recommend suitable literature or in
dicate their own system to me directly or by 
publication in ‘ The Ringing World.’—Yours 
sincerely, D. R. CARLISLE.

85, Derby Road,
Risley, Derby. .

FIRST PEAL OF SURPRISE AT 
ALDERMASTON

Dear Sir,—I beg to inform Mr. Pink that the 
first peal of Surprise at Aldermaston, Berks, 
was rung on Thursday, July 31st, 1902, in 2 
hours • 54 minutes, 5,088 of Superlative, con
ducted by William Pye.—Yours sincerely, 

Saffron Walden. E. W. PYE.

Mrs. Joan Gray’s 100 Peals
Mrs. Joan Gray, of Montmorency, Victoria, 

has just completed her 100 peals, of which 86 
were rung in England and 14 in Australia. 
Her list is appended:

Tower (62). Cinques: Stedman 1. Royal: 
Plain Bob 1, Little Bob 1. C aters: Stedman 2, 
Grandsirc 4.

M ajo r: Double Norwich 16, Real Double 
Norwich 2, Kent Treble Bob 6, Oxford Treble 
Bob 1, Plain Bob 4, Marlborough 1, St. 
Clement’s .1.

Surprise M ajo r: Spliced Cambridge and 
Superlative 1. London 1. Superlative 3, Cam
bridge 2. Yorkshire 2. Bristol 1, Lincolnshire 1. 
T rip les: Grandsire 7.

M inor: Seven methods 1, three methods 1, 
Plain Bob 2.

Hand (38). Maximus: Kent Treble Bob 1, 
Plain Bob 1 : R oyal: Kent Treble Bob 2, Ox
ford Treble Bob .1, Plain Bob 8.

M ajo r: Double Norwich 2, Combined Kent 
and Oxford T.B. 1, Spliced Plain and Gains
borough 1, Double Bob 2, Reverse Bob 1, 
Plain Bob 13.

Triples: Grandsire 2. M inor: Plain Bob 2.

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following contributions received 
towards meeting the cost of producing ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ :— -

Personal.-^A. C. Mason £1 16s. 9d., ‘ Sender ’ 
3s.

Peals.—Great Baddow 4s., Willingham 2s., 
Walburton 2s., Shipton Moyne 3s., Church Kirk 
5s., Measham 2s. ,

Quarter peals.—Edgbaston 2s., Ebbw Vale 
2s. 6d.. Burstow 3s., Watford 4s.. Whitby 2s. 
6d., Hutton 2s. 6d . Dover 2s. 6d-, Farnham  
6d„ Frampton 2s., Frome 2s. 6d.. Sowton Is. 
6d., Packwood 6s., Beoley 8s. 6d„ Burnham-on- 
Crouch 3s., Isleworth 2s. 6d., Stourbridge 2s., 
Dunster 2s.
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Pixies’ 500-Year-Threat to Ottery St. Mary’s Bells
Midsummer’s Night Challenge by 

Local Ringers
I f  you are superstitious you will enjoy this 

article from  the ' Pulm an's W eekly N ew s ’ o f  
the  threat o f  the pixies to O ttery St. M ary's  
bells. The ringers are accepting a 500-year-old 
challenge.

T X ^H A T  will happen to the bells of Ottery 
"  "  St. Mary Parish Church on Midsummer’s 

night (June 24th)? According to Mr. Fred 
Godfrey and an Ottery committee that is the 
date when the wee folk—the pixies—will try 
and get their revenge on the town for ringing 
the bells for the first time on June 24th, 1454 
—500 years ago.

‘ Most people in this atomic age pooh-pooh 
such talk,’ says M r. Godfrey, ‘ but not everyone. 
There are some men and women alive to-day 
who still believe in the little folk and they are 
dreading what harm may yet befall the lovely 
bells of the beautiful church of St. M ary.’

I t  is planned to hold celebrations on June 
24th and when the bells start ringing at 9 p.m. 
Ottregians will wonder if anything is going to 
happen to their bells.

Pixie-lore is strong in Devon and near Ottery 
one of their ‘ parlours ’ can be seen on the 
banks of the River Otter.

1 HISTORY ’ OF BELLS
Mr. Godfrey, relating the history of the pixies 

and Ottery, said, ‘ When the foundations of the 
church were laid much interest was shown by 
the pixies, but they were not unduly perturbed, 
for they felt their hold over the people was 
much too strong to be shaken by the building 
of a church. But when mention was made of 
a  bell named St. Mary they were alarmed be
cause the ringing of a church bell is to the 
little folk what holy water is to the devil.

BARNSLEY & DISTRICT SOCIETY
Not since 1938 has the Barnsley District 

Society visited Ecclesfield, the reasons being 
the ban on ringing during the war years and 
the state of the bells. These, however, have 
been overhauled and repaired and are a pleasure 
to  T ing .

The meeting was most happy and successful. 
Afternoon ringing was followed by tea—a good 
square meal—in the Church Hall.

A t the business meeting the curate (the Rev. 
Charles Whitfield) presided in the regretted ab
sence of the Vicar. The business was mainly of 
a routine character but five new members were 
elected v iz:—L. E. Smith, A. Gregory, D. 
Greaves, R. Harrison and N . Clark, all of 
Ecclesfield.

A committee meeting is to be held at Barns
ley on April 3rd at 6 p.m. to  arrange the shield 
and cup contests. The next monthly meeting 
will be held at Felkirk on April 10th.

The following towers were represented :•— 
Bolsterstone, Darfield. Cawthcrne, Felkirk, 
Handsworth, Horbury, Thrybergh, Leeds 
Parish, Wath-on-Dcarne, Sutton-in-Mansfield 
with a good muster of the local company.

Further ringing followed until about 8 p.m. 
in a variety of Minor and Major methods.

‘ The pixies then set about trying to  stop the 
bell being cast or erected. An attempt to stop 
the monks getting the metal failed and they 
then tried to crack the bell in casting by pour
ing dew on it. But the flowers forestalled them 
by mixing honey with the dew which made the 
note of the bell far sweeter than it would have 
been.

MONKS ‘ PIX IE-L ED ’
‘ Foiled again, the pixies started again the 

day the monks commenced towing the bell from 
Exeter to Ottery. They made themselves very 
pleasant to the monks at first, fetching delicious 
cold water and telling them stories. As the 
journey progressed the monks became “ pixie- 
led ” and the pixies got the cavalcade on the 
very edge of a steep cliff at Sidmouth. They 
danced with joy at the success of their scheme, 
but just as the leading monk was about to 
step over the edge, he trod on a prickle and 
shouted “ God bless my soul and St. Mary.” 
This broke the spell and eventually the bell was 
safely fixed in the belfry at Ottery.

‘ Some people say they tried once more on 
the day the bell was to be blessed. On this 
occasion the bell was found tightly bound with 
magic cords. However, the bell was freed after 
some delay and at 9 p.m. it rang out 
triumphant.

500 YEARS WAIT
‘ The pixies decided to lie low for 500 years 

—time means nothing ro them—but at 9 p.m., 
on June 24th, 1954, they would have their 
revenge.’

With this ‘ history ’ in mind the Coronation 
Committee decided to organise a celebration 
with the climax at 9 p.m. to see if anything 
does happen when the bells ring out. The cele
brations may include a summer carnival.

The Organising Committee—and some people 
in Ottery—had a shock recently when the bell 
of King’s School ‘ mysteriously ’ broke down 
and they asked ‘ Is this the start of the pixies’ 
revenge?’

FORTY YEARS AGO
Extract from ‘ The Ringing World ’

April 3rd, 1914
HALIFAX 

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION 
(Officers1 Peal)

On Saturday, March 28th, 1914, in 3 hours 
and 28 minutes 

At the Parish Church 
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CATERS

5,163 CHANGES 
Tenor 25 cwt.

Joe Hardcastle ...................Treble
James Cotterell ................... 2
Albert C. Fearnley . . . .  3
Harry Williams ...................  4
Joseph Broadley ................... 5
Arthur Gill ...........................  6
Charles Jackson ................ .. 7
John M c K e l l ...........................  8
Clement Glenn ................... 9
James T. Rew ................... Tenor

Composed by C. H. Hattersley. Conducted by 
Clement Glenn.

[A simultaneous attempt for Kent M ajor at 
Headingley by eight other Association officers 
was ended by a broken rope. The only mem
ber of the executive not taking part was Mr.
C. H. Hattersley, Who provided the composi
tions for both peals.]

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION 
Western District at Bradford

The annual meeting of the Western District 
was held on March 20th at the Cathedral, 
Bradford. Upwards of 50 members attended 
and methods rung during the day ranged from 
Bob Minor to Cambridge Surprise Royal.

It was unfortunate that no tea arrangements 
could be made, but having sought refreshment 
in divers restaurants, members were reunited 
in the Cathedral Hall for the business meeting.

The vice-president, Mr. P. J. Johnson, took 
the chair and votes of thanks were accorded to 
the Cathedral authorities and to the local com
pany for their arrangements. Five new mem
bers were elected.

The annual election of officers then took place. 
Mr. P. J. Johnson was re-elected vice-president 
for a further term of three years, and Messrs.
H. Armitage and W. Dixon were re-elected to 
the District Committee for a similar period. 
Miss S. E. M. Barton did not seek re-election 
and is succeeded by Miss M. Barker, of Colling- 
ham. Mr. H. Armitage was also re-elected to 
serve on General Committee of the Association.

Mr. W. Barton made mention of the recent 
passing of Mr, J. W. Cundall, an old and 
valued member of the Cathedral company, and 
members stood in silence as a mark of respect. 
Mr. P. J. Johnson was pleased to report that 
Mr. J. Hardcastle, another member o f'the  old 
Bradford company, whom he had visited earlier 
in the day, was in the best of spirits, despite an 
infirmity which confined him permanently to 
his bed.

This concluded the business meeting and 
members returned to the tower for further 
ringing.

THE QUEEN IN MELBOURNE
‘ We spent quite a lot of time ringing during 

the Queen's visit to  Melbourne,’ writes Mts. 
Joan Gray, of Montmorency, Victoria.

‘ On February 28th when the Queen attended 
divine service in the Cathedral we rang before 
and after the service, and then in the after
noon tried for a  peal of Grandsire Caters. 
This went well for over two hours, when the 
tenor man found he could no longer keep the 
bell up. Investigations revealed a broken bolt 
in the headstock. This has now been mended 
and we hope to try again shortly.

‘ Last Saturday (March 13th) a party of four 
ringers from Melbourne and three from Sydney 
motored 70 miles to Ballarat, where they met a 
ringer from Adelaide, to  try and mark the 
Queen’s visit to that city by ringing the first 
peal of Surprise outside the British Isles. Un
fortunately we were again beaten by two back- 
going bells. I believe the seventh nearly beat 
George Martin in the famous (and ohly) peal 
in 1934, so we did well to get through three- 
quarters o f our peal of Cambridge with hardly 
a trip.

‘ Our visitors have gone back to Sydney, so 
we shall have to wait patiently for a few 
months before we can try again for Surprise. 
Best wishes to all ringing friends in England.’

5,136 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB 
MAJOR

By N. GOLDEN 
I O 23456

— 34256
— 3 45236
— 3 53246
S 3 43256

— 3 35246
— A — 62345

— 23645
A =  Additional calls at 2, 3, 4, S5, 

Twice repeated.
Contains all combinations of 4-5-6 in 5-6 

with 2nds never about 4ths at course-ends, with 
six singles only.

Rung at Loddon, March 20th, 1954.
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RINGING
Members of a Great Brotherhood
During a recent tour around Africa we have 

been privileged to ring at St. M ary’s, Greyville 
(Durban), St. Paul’s (Durban) and St. Mary's, 
Woodstock (Cape Town). j These, we are told, 
are the only nngable rings in that vast con
tinent. since some structural alterations have 
caused an obstruction to the swinging of at 
least one of Grahamstown’s eight bells. We 
should like to  record our hearty appreciation 
of the welcome we received at each of these 
three towers, a welcome which emphasised the 
fraternity existing between all ringers every
where.

In this country we often hear of a band of 
ringers struggling along and making only slow 
progress because they are in an isolated village. 
How much more, then, must our friends in 
Africa feel their isolation. Having seen what 
efforts they are making to  improve in the art 
of change ringing, we must ponder and count 
our own blessings. For example, in most parts 
of England we have a wealth of bells within 
a  reasonable distance, many able and ex
perienced ringers anxious to give assistance to 
all willing learners, and Guilds where both the 
practical and social side of our art can be 
furthered for our delight.

AT DURBAN
Our first visit was to St. M ary’s, Greyville. 

Here we were able to join in a weekly practice 
in a very pleasant ringing chamber, and also 
to ring for Sunday morning service. The cap
tain, Mr. T. J. Maeder, and his band are work
ing manfully at Grandsire Doubles, and are 
fortunate in having as their instructor Mr. Cyril 
Chambers, late of Kidderminster. They are 
using handbells to  help them in their studies, 
and rang a course of Grandsire Triples (single- 
handed) while we were there. We wish them 
all success and hope that in time all the ten 
bells of this tower will have learned the ways 
of change ringing.

The next evening we visited St. Paul’s, in 
the very centre of Durban, where Mr. William 
Gardiner (hon. secretary of the Church Bell- 
ringers’ Guild) had gathered together some 
ringers. The belfry ladder-and-trap-door entry 
did not in any way mar the enjoyment of ring
ing call changes on this octave. (‘ If we’d had 
one more we could have ' rung Grandsire 
Doubles ’—haven’t we often heard a  corre
sponding cry in this country?) One remarkable 
thing in this tower was that the plain white 
sallies did not seem to be at all soiled either 
by the warm hands of ringers or by the dust 
which inevitably got into the ringing chamber 
through the open louvres from the city out
side. The evening ended again with handbells, 
this time Grandsire Doubles with a few cautious 
bobs.

Besides the church work of ringing at these 
two towers in Durban there is a weekly hand
bell practice held in the city in the lufich hour. 
This was started not long ago by M r. Cham
bers in an effort to arouse interest in change 
ringing after he had given an open lecture on 
the subject. His enthusiasm certainly deserves 
encouragement and his efforts success.

CAPE TOW N’S ENTHUSIASM
The next tower, some 800 miles away, was 

St. M ary’s, Woodstock, Cape Town. Here 
was another ‘ ladder-and-trap-door ’ entry, but 
beyond it a keen band of enthusiasts whose 
captain is Mr. J. G. Wood. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Wood himself was in hospital a t the time 
of our visit and we wish him a speedy and 
complete recovery from his operation. Mean
while ringing was in the hands of Mr. Robert
H. Stickley. late of Hereford, who conducted 
the Cape Town Coronation peal last June. 
Moreover, around the walls were numerous
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IN AFRICA
records of recent quarter peals by a band which 
deserves to progress. At this practice the 
methods rung were Grandsire Doubles and 
Triples and Plain Bob Doubles and Minor. 
Stedman was also on the list but pressure of 
time and uncertainty on the part of one or 
two of the ringers combined to call it off.

When we set sail from England last Decem
ber we were resigned to the idea of three and 
a half months without the feel of a bellrope. 
How could we dare to hope that our very ten
tative letters to the three ringing towers of 
Africa, inquiring whether by any chance their 
days of ringing would coincide with our days 
of call, would bear fruit? As it was we very 
soon received answers showing that; in spite of 
our own vagueness about dates, everything 
would be done at the other end to make prac
tices available. The welcome and the hos
pitality given left no doubt about their genuine
ness, and made us realise that, after all, ringers 
are ringers all the world over and members of 
a great brotherhood. We definitely felt that 
our friends in South Africa liked entertaining 
ringing visitors and would like to have more 
opportunity of doing so. So if it falls to the 
lot of any reader to travel to Africa, let him see 
that his route be made to include Durban and 
Cape Town, where he will be sure to find a 
warm ringing welcome.

A. F . GODLEY, 
M. M. GODLEY.

Yetminster, Sherborne, Dorset.

THE LADIES’ GUILD 
Midland District at Rushden

The Midland District of the Ladies’ Guild 
held a meeting at Rushden, Northants, on 
March 20th. Members from  Leicester and 
district travelled to the meeting by special bus 
and were met at the tower by M r. A. L. 
Priestley, the tower captain.

Ringing commenced at 3 p.m. and despite the 
doubts of some of the ‘ supporters’ club ’ a 
service touch of Grandsire Triples was brought 
round by a band of ladies. The service was 
conducted by the Rector (Canon E. A. Green).

About 55 ringers and friends sat down to 
an excellent tea provided by the catering com
mittee. Before the business meeting Miss 
Thompson, the vice-president, expressed thanks 
to the Rector for his welcome, ‘for the use of 
the bells and for conducting the service, to the 
organist, to  M r. Priestley for making the local 
arrangements, and to the ladies for tea. One 
honorary member was elected, Miss Rosemary 
Staniforth, who at the tender age of two weeks 
becomes the youngest member of the Ladies’ 
Guild.

During the evening further ringing took 
place on this very good ring of eight, bringing 
to  a close a successful meeting.

Mrs. Priestley and the other ladies a t Rush
den, not content with providing a delightful tea, 
very kindly packed the Leicester contingent a 
hamper of sandwiches and cakes for their 
homeward journey. These were very much 
appreciated by the members and even more so 
by the supporters f

The next meeting is hoped to be arranged 
a t Ibstock, Leicester, on May 22nd.

MR. J. J. HOLE
Dunster ringers regret the passing of Mr. 

J. J. Hole, who was elected a member of this 
Somerset tower on December 31st, 18%. He 
was interred at Exeter on March 22nd and on 
that day a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples 
was rung half-muffled on Dunster bells. The 
band included a very old friend of Mr. Hole, 
M r. J. Pugsley, of Minehead.
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O B I T U A R Y
M R. W. J. BUNCE

With sincere regret we announce the death 
of Mr. W. J. Bunce, captain of the Ruislip 
band since 1922, and a member of the St. 
M artin’s (Ruislip) Guild for just 50 years.

He rang in nine peals, six for the Middlesex 
Association and three for the Royal Cumber
land Youths, these being four Plain Bob Major, 
one Kent Treble Bob Major, two Stedman 
Triples and two Grandsire Triples. He rang 
for every important occasion since the funeral 
of King Edward VII. and was the owner of a 
silver matchbox presented by the Ruislip resi
dents for ringing at the Coronation of King 
George V.

Mr. Bunco was much loved by all who knew 
him and will be greatly missed by the Ruislip 
band. He was a very keen member of Ruislip 
Bowls Club and was also a founder of the Ruis
lip Town Football Club. He was in charge of 
the church clock for 32 years, doing all minor 
repairs himself and attending to the weekly 
winding, all on a voluntary basis. He leaves 
three sons, all ringers.

I shall miss him a lot, having been his 
constant friend and companion for 66 years. 
May he rest in peace. TOM COLLINS.

MR. W. R. J. POULSON
It is with sincere regret that we record the 

death on March 17th of M r. William R. J. 
Poul^on, of Lavenham, at the age of 65. He 
has been a member of the Lavenham band 
since 1908 and was for many years its deputy 
conductor.

Mr. Poulson was a regular Sunday service 
ringer for both Matins and Evensong through
out his whole ringing career. He was a splen
did striker whether at the ‘ light ’ or ‘ heavy ’ 
end. His peals totalled 131 (24 of them being 
on handbells), his longest being 6,000 and 
6,240, both Plain Bob. He will be greatly missed 
by his many ringing friends.

He was laid to rest on March 24th. At the 
graveside a course of Grandsire Triples was 
rung on handbells over the open grave by 
Messrs. F . A. Turner, M. T . S. Symonds, S.
H. Symonds and F. F . Mortlock. In the even
ing a half-muffled quarter peal of Grandsire 
Triples this own composition) was rung to his 
memory by S H. Symonds (conductor) 1, W. 
Jarvis 2, S. Smith 3, W. Faiers 4, F. Boreham 
5, L. Pryke 6, F . Mortlock 7, L. Offord 8 .

Among the many floral tributes was one 
from his fellow ringers of Lavenham tower, 
also one from  St. Mary’s ringers, Preston.

S. H. S.

5,248 Double Norwich C.B. Major
By E. F . GOBEY 

23456 1 4 5 6

53624 — — ___

62435 S —

24635 —
46235 —

32645 — ___

26345 —

43625 — ___

36425 —
64325 —

23465 — —

34265 —

42365 —

Three times repeated. Calling bob for S in 
2nd and 4th parts.

For 5,024 omit three bobs at 6 in any block 
of three in one part only.

Rung at Ilkeston, February 6th, 1954, a» 
5,024.
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OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD 
South Oxon Branch

A meeting of the South Oxon Branch was 
held at Warborough on March 20th. Over 
40 members and visitors were present, and it 
was said that 40 years had elapsed since a meet
ing was held in this delightful village.

The service was conducted by the Vicar of 
W arborough (the Rev. Canon Barker), the ad
dress was given by the Provost and the lesson 
was read by the Vicar of Watlington (the Rev. 
J .  Lewis, vice-chairman of the Branch). A full 
choir was in attendance, drawn from  the vil
lages of W arborough and Benson.

An excellent tea was served in the Village 
Hall under the supervision of the Ringing 
M aster (Mr. Frank Absalom), assisted by ladies 
o f the village.

A t the meeting which followed it was de
cided to have the Branch annual meeting at 
W atlington on June 19th and it was suggested 
that the Bishop of Dorchester be approached 
with a view to  preaching at the service.

During the evening ringing took place at 
Dorchester Abbey, where touches in the stan
dard methods were enjoyed for upwards of an 
hour and a half.

ST. DAVID’S DIOCESAN GUILD
A quarterly meeting of the St. David’s Guild 

was held at the Church of St. Mary, Burry 
Port, on March 13th. The bells were available 
to  the ringers at 2.30 p.m. and although the 
attendance of ringers was small, possibly due 
to  only five bells in the tower, it did not stop 
the older members of the Guild from coming 
along. The Vicar (the Rev. T. J. Thomas) was 
a t the belfry ready to greet the ringers as they 
arrived.

The service was at 4 p.m. at which the Vicar 
very kindly officiated, assisted by Mr. Scaife 
and Mr. Richards attended to  the organ. Mem
bers were afterwards entertained to tea at the 
Church Hall. Altogether 27 members sat down 
to  enjoy themselves.

The Vicar presided at the usual business 
meeting and the agenda was expeditiously dealt 
with. The secretary reminded the members of 
th e  competition which takes place at Llandilo 
on May 8th, at which M r. F . Sharpe, of 
Oxford, has kindly promised to carry out the 
adjudication.

The annual meeting of the Guild will take 
place at Carmarthen on Saturday, June 19th. 
A very hearty vote of thanks was extended by 
Mr. W. Williams, of Carmarthen, to  the Vicar 
for having the Guild a t Burry P o r t ; also to Mr. 
Scaife and Mr. Richards and the ladies who 
attended at the tea.

The Vicar and Mr. E. Sage, captain of the 
Burry Port ringers, responded. The meeting 
closed with a prayer and the ringers returned 
to  the tower to finish off the evening.

QUARTER PEALS 
FRO M E, SOM ERSET.— At the Church o f St. John- 

-thc-Baptist, on  Mar. 21st. 1,260 G randsirc T rip les : J. 
Phippen (first o f Triples) 1, W . Mills 2. Eunice D. 
O vercnd 3, J. T opp  4, E. Bray (first o f Triples) 5. 
•G. M assey 6. D . Flow er (cond.) 7. H. Vennell (first 
quarter) 8. For Evensorg, and as a compliment to 
Miss W . Harvey, m em ber o f the band, on her m ar
riage to  Mr. J. Scudam ore.

W A TFO R D , H ERTS.—O n Mar. 16th, 1.260 Stedman 
Triples (C arter’s-O d d  B ob): R . Rowley 1, J. Mayne 
(cond.) 2. A. Dix 3. W . W enban 4. D. K. Adkins
5. R. King 6. S. H oare  7. G . Seam an 8.

NOTI CES
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini
mum 3s.

All notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

RETURN THANKS
MRS. DAN COOPER wishes to thank all kind 

friends for their messages of sympathy and en
couragement in her recent bereavement. 4179

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
The address of M r. F . W. Wicks is now 

Fosbury, 10, Tudor Road, Farncombe, near 
Godalming, Surrey. 4191

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
SCARBOROUGH. — A t 12, Highfield, Mr. 

and Mrs. Bert Sutton welcome old friends and 
new. Board-residence, bed-breakfast and high 
tea or bed and breakfast only. Terms on ap
plication. Personal attention. One minute to 
buses all parts. Garage adjoining. 4011

LLANDUDNO.—Close to sea bowls, tennis, 
golf and buses. Full board 16s. per day. —- 
Mr. and Mrs. L. S. Griffiths, Maesteg, Clarence 
Road, Llandudno, Tel. No. 7271. 4192

FOR SALE
ONE SET of 12 handbells (by Mears and 

Stainbank, 1948), key C, tenor size 15; one set 
of 8 handbells (by Mears and Stainbank, 1950), 
key B fiat, tenor 16. Both sets very little used 
and in new condition. 1946-52 complete * Ring
ing Worlds,’ several instruction books and 
sheets, Offers around 54 guineas secures the 
lot, or would sell separately.—R. Beale, Shep- 
ton Beauchamp, Ilminster, Somerset. 4157

PUBLICATIONS
‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 

NORW ICH,’ by A. G . G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. 
post free from the author, 67a, The Close, 
Norwich. An account of the bells of one of 
England’s most historic cities, well illustrated 
with plans, cross sections and pictures. Second 
edition, much im proved; no increase in price.

‘ THE ART AND SCIENCE OF HAND
BELL R IN G IN G .’—A few copies left at 3s. 
6d. —- J. M. Turner, Waterloo House, Moul
ton, Northampton. 4160

MISCELLANEOUS
OVERSEAS RING ER wishes to  purchase 

books and pamphlets on campanology for es
tablishment of a ‘ campanological library.’ 
Send list o f items offered, with price expected 
and description of condition, to  Box 4015, c/o 
‘ The Ringing World,’ Guildford, Surrey. 4015

PEAL CARDS & QUARTER PEAL CARDS 
can now be ordered at 5s. a set of 12, post free 
(minimum charge). Order and remittances must 
be sent with peal report. For. quarter peals 
write separate copy in same style as peals.

EXTRA COPIES. — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

MEETINGS
COVENTRY GUILD —Southern District — 

Saturday, April 3rd, practice meeting at liming- 
ton. No service. Tea being arranged. — 
R. J. E. 4167

ELY ASSOCIATION. — Ely and Wisbech 
Districts.—Joint meeting, Littleport (8), Satur
day, April 3rd. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m.—Miss M. Grain, Ely Dis. Sec. 4137 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION .-South-W estern .— 
Quarterly meeting. Chig'well Row, Saturday, 
April 3rd. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
followed by tea at nearby cafe. 4085

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Ton
bridge District.—Meeting at Tunbridge Wells 
(8) on Saturday, April 3rd. Bells 3 p.m. Ser
vice 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Individual names 
for tea, please, to Mr. B. Collison, 169, Queen’s 
Road, Tunbridge Wells. 4087

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Blackburn 
Branch.—Meeting, Holy Trinity, Burnley, April 
3rd. Ringing at 3.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. 
Meeting to follow. Cups of tea provided — 
Charles W. Blakey, Branch Sec. 4165

MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.—Meeting 
a t Overseale, Saturday, April 3rd. Bells (8) 3. 
Tea 5 p.m.—J. Cotton. Overseal 264. 4149 

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
Western Branch.—Interim meeting, Gressenhall 
(6) Ai>ril 3rd. Bells available 2.30. Service
4.30. Tea 5. Names for tea to G. Bunning, 
Gressenhall, East Dereham.—C. Tovell, Hon. 
Sec 4153

OXFORD GUILD.—Reading Branch. — 
Monthly practice on Saturday, April 3rd at 
Whitchurch (6) at 6 p.m. and Pangbourne (6) at
7 p.m.—N. E. Swann. 4171

SALISBURY GUILD.—Dorchester Branch.— 
Quarterly meeting, Frampton, near Dorchester, 
April 3rd. Usual arrangements. — Hayne, 
Abbotsbury, Weymouth. 4131

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Monday, April 5th. 7.15 p.m., practice, St. 
Mary’s, Lambeth Bridge. Also first Monday in 
each month. Everyone welcome.—H. Rogers, 
Hon. Sec. 4194

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 
YOUTHS.—Meeting, Ship, Talbot Court, E.C.. 
April 10th, 6 p.m.—A. B. Peck. 4189

BARNSLEY DISTRICT SOCIETY—Meet
ing at Felkirk, near Barnsley, April 10th, 2.30 
p.m. Tea for those who notify me not later 
than April 8th.—D. Smith, Hpn. Sec., 18, 
Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley. 4186 

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Bridgwater Branch.—Practice meeting at Spax- 
ton, April 10th, 6.30 p.m.—R. Short, Chilton 
Trinity. 4176

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Big
gleswade District.—A meeting will be held at 
Silsoe on Saturday, April 10th. Bells 2.30 p.m. 
Tea at 4.45. Service at 6. All ringers wel
come.—L. H. Bywaters, Hon. Sec. 4159 

BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT R .S .— Meet
ing, Saturday, April 10th, a t Rise. Bells avail
able from 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m. Names, by Wednesday, April 7th, to 
Mr. C. W. Gray-Nicholson, Hind House, Park 
Farm , Rise, Hull. 4187 

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION (Chesterfield 
District) and SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN 
GUILD (North Notts District).—Joint meeting, 
Barlborough (6), Saturday, April 10th, 3 p.m. 
Names for tea, by April 6th, to Mr. A. Ashley, 
76, Boughton Lane, Clowne, Chesterfield.—A. 
B Cooper. 4169 

EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.—Newick (6), 
April 10th. Bells 3. Tea 5. Wattles Cafe, Pilt- 
down. Names to me by 8th.—C. A. Bassett, 
3, Pendrill Place, Wadhurst. Look up Double 
Oxford. 4170 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South Eastern 
Division.—Meeting, Great Baddow (8), Satur
day, April 10th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Numbers for tea to A. Everett, 24, The 
Chase, Boreham. 4144
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GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.—Swindon Branch.—Blunsdon (6), April 
10th. For tea advise Mr. W. Trueman, Ash
bury, Blunsdon Hill, Blunsdon.—W. B. Kynas- 
ton. 4163

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — An
nual general meeting, Guildford, Saturday, 
April 10th. Bells of Cathedral Church in after
noon and evening. St. Mary’s in afternoon for 
service there at 3.30. S. Nicolas’ in evening. 
Tea and business meeting S. Nicolas’ Hall 4.15. 
Numbers for tea, by April 6th, please, to Miss 
W. Oliver, 36, North Place, Guildford.—G. L. 
Grover, Hon. Sec. 4155

HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD —Bridg
north  Branch.—A joint meeting with the Shrop
shire Association will be held at Claverley on 
Saturday, April 10th. Ringing 3 p.m. Service
4.15. Tea at 5 p.m. Notifications for tea, by 
Thursday, April 8th, please, to Mr. Fred Ben
nett, Rydale, Pool House Road, Wombourn, 
near Wolverhampton. 4128

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Canter
bury District.—Quarterly meeting, Whitstable, 
At>ril 10th. Bells 2.30 n.m. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea a t 2s. Der head for those notifying, not 
later than Wednesday. Aoril 7th, Miss H. M. 
Palmer. 37. Clare Road. Tankerton, Whitstable, 
enclosing cash, please.—B. J,. Luck, 20, Beacons
field Road, Canterbury.. 4145

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Liverpool 
Branch.—The next meeting will be held at St. 
Luke’s, Crosby, on Saturday, April 10th. Bells

I available from 3 p.m. Service at 5 p.m. Tea, 
followed by business meeting at 5.30 p.m. 
Names for tea must be sent before Wednesday, 
April 7th, to Mr. E. Porter, la , Endbutt Lane, 
Crosby, Liverpool 23. 4125

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Furness 
and Lake District Branch.—Practicc meeting at 
Ulverston Parish Church on Saturday, April 
10th. Bells (6) available 2.30 p.m. Names for 
tea to N. M. Newby, 19, Union Place, Ulver
ston.—N. M. Newby, Branch Sec. 4183

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — M an
chester Branch. — Meeting at Christ Church, 
Pendlebury, April 10th. Bells 3 p.m. Tea pro
vided. All names, by April 7th, to  A. Lomas, 
47, Normanby Street, Swinton.—R. Benson.

4184
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Preston 

B ranch—Meeting at Hoghton, Saturday, April 
10th. Bring own food. Please look up Double 
Norwich.—L. Walmsley. 4161

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Rochdale 
Branch.—Meeting at St. Thomas’. Moorside, 
Oldham, April 10th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Dedica
tion of Coronation peal board. Meat tea at 
nominal charge. Names, please, by Wednes
day, 7th, to F . Mellor, 596, Ripponden Road, 
Oldham. Practice m ethod: Cambridge.—F. 
Pritchard. 4185

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Hinck
ley District.—Sharnford, April 10th. Bells 3. 
Service 4.30. Tea at Star Inn 5. Please notify, 
by April 6th, M r. H. Wood, 68, Leicester Road, 
Sharnford, Hinckley. 4174

LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Leices
ter District.—Meeting, Knighton, April 10th. 
Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 5 in Church 
H all. Names for tea, by April 6th, to  J. B. 
Bennett, 41, Valence Road, Leicester. 4173

A NEW QUARTER
This is the first issue of the new 

quarter. May we remind quarterly postal 
subscribers that their subscription (6s.) 
is now due, and prompt payment to Mr. 
J. E. Jeater, Greystones, Cusgarne, 
Truro, Cornwall, facilitates the clerical 
work at this office.

The time is opportune for new sub
scribers to be enrolled. Rates: 6s. quar
terly; U s. 8d. half-yearly; 17s. 6d. to 
the end of 1954.

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Leiston.—Rededication 
of Leiston bells, Saturday, April 17th. Service
3 p.m. Buffet tea in Church Hall and short 
business meeting to elect secretary for Sax- 
mundham District.—A. R. Bridger, Theberton, 
Leiston.. 4162

LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Melton 
District.—Meeting at Buckminster. Saturday, 
April 10th. Bells 3 o’clock. Service 4.30. Tea 
and meeting 5 o’clock. Names must be sent, 
by the 7th, to Mr. T. H. Simpkins, Buckmin
ster, Grantham .—J. H. Cook. 4158 

LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Lough
borough District.—Kegworth, Saturday, April 
10th. Ringing 3. Service 4.30. Tea in 
Cafe 5. Names, by April 6th, to C. W. Hall, 
Charnwood Heath, Coalville. 4126 

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Southern District.—Saturday, April 10th, Ealing 
—St. Stephen’s, 3.30 p.m. to  5 p .m .; Christ 
Church, 7 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Own tea arrange
ments. 4190 

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION.—Meeting at 
St. M argaret’s, Station Road, Edgware, on 
Saturday, April 10th, 3.30 p.m. Service 5 p.m. 
Tea and business to follow. Ringing also at 
Stanmore in evening.—T. J. Lock. 4166

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GU ILD . — 
Oundle Branch.—Quarterly meeting at Nassing- 
ton (5), Saturday, April 10th. Bells 3 p.m. 
Names for tea, by Tuesday previous, to Mrs 
Clarke, 7, Bassett Place, Oundle. 4177

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION—Members 
are asked to attend meeting a t Claverley, with 
HEREFORD GUILD on April 10th. Good 
bells and warm welcome. Buses near, from 
Bridgnorth best at 2 p.m., 2.30 p.m., etc.—■ 
W. A. Farmer. 4 4182

SUFFOLK GUILD. — Fressingfie'ld District. 
—A  meeting will be held on April 10th at 
Stradbroke (10 bells) and Wingfield (6) The 
bells will be available 2.30 p.m. Service 4.15. 
Tea at 5 p.m. at 2s. per head. Let me have 
names for tea by the 5th, please.—J. Barber, 
Hillside, Wingfield, Diss. 4138

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—Southern Dis
trict. — Quarterly meeting, Betchworth, April 
10th. Bells (8) 3. Service 4.15. Tea and meet
ing (Red Lion) 5. Business includes nomina
tions for General Master. Names for tea, by 
April 7th, to C. J. Champion, 1, Rectory Lane, 
Buckland, Betchworth. 4181

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION.—Southern Divi
sion.—Practice meeting, Barcombe (6), April 
10th. Bells 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. for those who 
notify, by April 7th, C. W. Linington, 11, 
Queen’s Drive, Hassocks. 4164

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Western Divi
sion.—Practice meeting, Wisborough Green (6), 
April 10th, 2.30. Names for tea, please, by 
April 7th.—W. L. Weller, Sunnyside, Itching- 
field, Horsham. 4178

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
meeting, Bedford, Easter Monday. Business 
meeting in St. Peter’s Church Hall 11.30. 
Lunch 1 p.m. at Granada Restaurant (names 
to me by April 12th). Ringing arrangements: 
St. Paul’s 10-11.15 and 2 p.m. onwards; St. 
Peter's 2-4.30; Goldington 2-4. — J. M. 
Stephens, 24, Durler Avenue, Kempston. 4175

DEVON GUILD.—East Devon Branch. — 
Annual, Seaton, Easter Monday. Service 4.15 
Tea and business, Ax® Vale Cafe. Names not 
later than April £th.—J. Arbury, Hon. Sec.. 
Ottery St. Mary. 4130

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — The 
annual general meeting will be held at Cam
bridge on Easter Monday. Bells available: 
Great St. Mary’s (12) 2-4 p.m. and after tea; 
Roman Catholic Church (8) 12 noon-1 p.m. 
and after tea ; St. Andrew’s (8) 10.30 a.m.-
12.30 p.m. and 1.45-4.30 p.m .; St. Benet’s (6)
11 a.m .-l p.m. and 6.30-8 p.m .; St Andrew’s, 
Chesterton (6) 1.30-3.45 p.m. Service at St. 
Andrew’s 4.30 p.m. followed by tea and busi
ness meeting a t Round Church Hall. Please 
send names for tea to H. L. Martin, 60, Bird- 
wood Road, Cambridge.—W. J. Ridgman, Hon. 
Gen. Sec. 4188

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Annual 
meeting, Bromley, Easter Monday. Particulars 
as already advertised. Latest date for lunch 
tickets April 12th.—G. H . Spice, Hon. Sec.

4110
LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH AS

SOCIATION.—Annual meeting, St. Woolos’ 
Newport, Easter Monday. Bells (12) avai|able
12 noon. Service 4 o’clock. Tea and business 
to  follow. Names for tea, by April 13th, to
F. J. Hannington, 32, Surrey Street, Canton, 
Cardiff. 4172

W ORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—An
nual meeting, Worcester, Easter Monday, April 
19th. Service, All Saints’, 11 a.m. General 
business meeting in College Hall, 12 noon 
p r o m p t . Coffee obtainable. College Hall, 1.15 
(bring own lunch sandwiches). Tea (3s. per 
head) a t Deansway Cafe, 5 p.m., for all who 
notify me by Wednesday, April 14th. Bells 
available: All Saints’ (10), from 10 a .m .; Claines 
(10); St. John’s (8) ;  Kempsey (6), all 2-4.30 
p.m .; Cathedral (12), 6-7.30 p.m. — J. D. 
Johnson, Gen. Sec., Sedgeberrow, Evesham.

4193

HALIFAX AND DISTRICT ASSOCIA
TION.—Quarterly meeting and six-bell con
test, Holmfirth, April 24th. For tea notify, 
by April 10th, Miss A. Haigh, Royd House, 
Rotcher, Holmfirth.—A. Farrand, Hon. Sec.

4081
LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Annual 

general meeting at Leicester on Saturday, April 
24th. Details next week.—W. A. Wood, Hon. 
Gen. Sec. 4180

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY GUILD. — 
Annual general meeting, May 1st, St. Philip’s, 
Hulme, 3 p.m. Ringing after tea. Tour, Suf
folk, Cambridgeshire, July 5th-15th, 60s., to 
secretary before Easter.—Valerie Gutteridge, 
Hon. Sec. 4168

High Class Tower Clocks
\  by the J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WORLD’S OLDEST MAKERS WHITCHURCH, SALOP
Established Over 300 Years We have experts visiting all parts o f the British Isles, and shall be pleased

Illustrated A R T CA TA LO GU E on rcqueit to carry out restorations or give reports regarding any m ake'of Tower Clock



224 THE RINGING WORLD April 2, 1954

THE PARISH CHURCH
(O how  amiable are‘ T h y  dwellings)

O Parish Church! so fair, so old,
Thy welcome music brings to mind 
As Sabbath bells their notes unfold.
That God is near—that God is kind.
Forlorn our town if thou weren’t near us, 
W ho’d point the way if thou wert gone? 
When nations wept, yet thou didst cheer us, 
Parish Church—old friend, live on!

Parish Church!— ’tis well to enter 
Oft ‘ unto Thy courts with praise.’
By God's ’Grace, of Faith the centre,
Where Hope doth like beacon blaze.
With these our fathers came—through pray

ing-^
To Love and trust the Holy One.
So ’(is but meet we follow saying—
Parish Church—old friend, live on!

O Parish Church—how sad thy knelling 
When a townsman’s ‘ course is run.’
Yet how glad thy pealing, telling 
Of a wedded life begun.
So 4 to  the ta sk ! ’—we spurn delaying,
Then, having done and homeward gone, 
Our children will, in turn, be saying:
4 Parish Church—old friend, live o n ! ’

G . C. G.

M A K E R S  O F  F I N E  Q U A L IT Y  G O O D S  
F O R  O V E R  200 Y E A R S

F o r your
BELL ROPES & CHURCH FLAGS

w rite  to
J O S E P H  B R Y A N T  L IM IT E D
95. O L D  M A R K E T  S T R E E T . B R IS T O L  2 

Tel. 24026
Y o tir  enqu iries  w i l l  be w elcom ed

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

COLLECTION OF P L A I N  s. d.
MAJOR METHODS . .  . . 3  0 

COLLECTION OF COMPOSI
TIONS (MAJOR) ................... 2 9

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 
M INOR METHODS . .  . . 3 6  

FOUR-WAY TABLE MINOR
METHODS ...........................  6

CHANGE RING ING ON HAND
BELLS ................................... 2 0

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSI
TION (Out of print)

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major . .  4
Double Norwich ................... 6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise M ajor . . . .  4 

HINTS TO BEGINNE . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B............................... 8
DOUBLE NORWICH COURT 

BOB CATERS (Out of print) 
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc.............................1 2
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (3 copies for 3/3) 1 2 

(New Edition)
METHODS COM M ITTEE’S RE

PORT ON EXTENSION . . 1 0
Post free from 

MISS P. J. AYRIS,
10, Sherwood Close, Laonton, Bicester, 

Oxon.

‘ THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretcbing

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /6  : : 4 to 6 bells 2/6 
Postage included 

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham, 

Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to S t  Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

MUFFL]ERS. : - R ^ I S D MATS ss MATTING :: FLAG LINES s: ETC. ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

4 ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages;
31-

4 GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 
pages; 3/4 

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages: 2/10 

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ l l th  edition. 
Letterpress 2/6 . Diagrams 1951 re
print 2/6

‘ TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMF.L, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

wi]
Cath

LLIAM

g  1 Amtj
CD —  k p

POTTS & SONS, LTD. BANKFIELD TERRACE. LEEDS. 4 

rch and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

j
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