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COUNTY HISTORY BOOKS

IF we look back just 100 years to get a practical picture 
of bell history in this island we find that historic know­
ledge of our church bells and their founders was prac­

tically nil. It is true that the Royal Inventory of 1552/3 
gave us some details regarding the number which existed 
in certain towers at that date, but this did not help very 
much in the work of research. A few county historians 
such as Lipscombe of Bucks, Hutchins of Dorset, and 
Brydges of Northants made gallant attempts at bell history, 
but they only managed to record the inscriptions of the 
more interesting bells they met with during their investiga­
tions. A survey of Worcestershire belfries by Dr. Prattin- 
ton, of Bewdley, early in the 19th century was made in 
manuscript form, and this helped to preserve some interest­
ing data of bells which have since been recast.

It was not until 1854 that the subject became one for 
serious study, for in that year the Rev. W. C. Lukis read 
a paper to a local archaeological society, which was after­
wards published in their magazine. The Rev. Lukis 
attempted three things: (1) A complete survey of inscrip­
tions on Wiltshire bells; (2) information regarding their 
founders; (3) to draw attention to the many neglected 
belfries in the county. He afterwards published his paper 
in book form and named it ‘ On Church Bells ’ (1857).

Shortly afterwards came the idea of making rubbings of 
church bells in various parts of England, and it was Mr. 
J. R. Daniel Tyssen, of Brighton, who conceived this 
valuable aid to bell investigators. He employed several 
persons to take rubbings and collect information over a 
wide area, and the results are now preserved in a number 
of volumes which Dr. A. D. Tyssen, his son, presented to 
the Society of Antiquaries. Dr. A. D. Tyssen was only 20 
years of age when he produced the first book of county 
history ever published, entitled ‘ The Church Bells of 
Sussex ’ (1864). In 1914 he produced a jubilee edition of 
the book which brought it up to date. He died in 1930 at 
the age of 86.

In 1867 the Rev. Canon H. T. Ellacombe brought out 
* The Church Bells of Devonshire ’ after visiting every tower 
in the county except one. When we consider that he was 
well over 70 years of age at this time it certainly was a 
wonderful task to complete. The exploration of a county 
in those days involved quite a lot of walking, for not even 
the push-bike had been invented.

In the years that followed several writers gave us quite 
an array of county books compiled and written by Canon 
Raven, Thomas North, J. C. L. Stahlschmidt, A. H. Cocks 
and a few others, but by the end of last century there were 
still a number of blanks in the county series, the latest 
book being that of Bucks by A. H. Cocks (1897).

During the early part of this century Mr. H. B. Walters 
contributed Wiltshire, Worcestershire and Salop, also as­
sisted with Warwick and Essex, yet there are still a few 
counties without any reference book, And these include 
Dorset, Hereford, Westmorland, Middlesex and Hampshire. 
The last-named county was undertaken by an old friend 
of mine, the Rev. W. E. Colchester, but the task was not 
completed on account of his death in 1924. Hampshire can 
still claim many bells of historic interest, and a county book 
would be a valuable contribution, but even if a survey was 
undertaken we can hardly expect publication owing to 
high printing costs and other factors.

The notable work of Mr. Frederick Sharpe in respect of 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Radnorshire, Mr. Clarke for 
Cheshire, Mr. Ranald Clouston for Flintshire and various 
Scottish counties, and Mr. E. E. Morris for Leicestershire, 
towards up-to-date county history ought to encourage 
others to follow up research work if only for the sake of 
writing a book in manuscript form for presentation to a 
ringers’ library. WILLIAM SHEPHERD.

THE EMPTY SPACES OF THE FOUR WAY 
TABLE

THE question of Minor methods with illegitimate lead 
heads reappears periodically after fading away for a 
time and may continue for years. It can be seen at a 

glance that the Four Way Table of Minor Methods, ar­
ranged by me for the Central Council, has many more 
spaces empty than it has filled with names. If all kinds of 
work below the treble set out in 36 lines are combined with 
all kinds of work above the treble set out in 14 columns 
there are 504 results. It is the purpose of this article to 
analyse these results and to divide them into useless, useful, 
illegitimate and legitimate, and to state facts not previously 
published which can be used by either side. My own table 
has every space filled, not by names, but by figures of the 
treble lead. The first class of useless results brings up 
rounds in one lead. There are 20 of these in the completed 
table. In other cases rounds occur at the second or third
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lead. Before giving the final analysis a few examples may 
be helpful.

‘A’ 132465 ‘ X ’ 145236 ‘ Y ’ 145236 
134256 142563 154326

'A ’ is a method in which it is impossible to call a bob so 
its extents is three leads. ‘ X ’ and ‘ Y ’ are a pair of 
methods. ‘ X ’ is the second place method with five leads 
to the course, but ‘ Y ’ has the alternate place and runs two 
leads. These are difficulties which do not arise with legiti­
mate lead heads. The figures of ‘A’ occur 18 times in the 
completed table and the figures of the pair ‘ X ’ and ‘ Y ’ 
16 times. The analysis of the 504 spaces shows ‘ courses ’ of

1 lead 20 methods
2 leads 50 methods
3 leads 139 methods
5 leads 147 legitimate methods 
5 leads 148 illegitimate methods

I have omitted, but not overlooked, several points requir­
ing further investigation and time. Here are a few of them. 
Are there any methods which cannot be placed in a space 
of the table? On the important point of 65s at backstroke 
how do the legitimate and illegitimate compare? How 
many of the 148 which have a course of normal length will 
produce an extent? J .  S.

TWELVE BELL PEAL
BIRMINGHAM.

ST. MARTIN’S GU ILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 
On Thurs., March 12, 1953, in 3 Hours and 31 Minutes,

At the C athedral C hurch of St . Ph il ip ,
A  PEAL OF 5007 STEDMAN CINQUES 

Tenor 31 cwt. 21 lb. in D.

TEN BELL PEALS
WORSLEY, LANCASHIRE.

THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat.. March 7, 1953, in 3 Hours and 25 Minutes, 

At the C hurch of St . M ark,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 

Tenor 24 cwt. 7 lb. in D.
♦H enry O. Baker 
tMARJORiE A bbot 

Shirley G olding . 
}W. D. K irkpatrick 

W illiam  Allman

..Treble  | H enry P arker
H arold W orrall 
H arry W . H oward 
C ecil Raddon 
John Scott

6
7
8 
9

TenorVY 1 L L IA iV l • • • • *■'
Composed by H enry O. Baker. Conducted by H arold W orrall.

* 200th peal, t  First peal of Royal. } First peal of Royal ‘ in­
side.’ First peal of Royal as conductor.

CHESTERFIELD. DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 25 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary and All Saints,

A PEAL OF 5067 STEDMAN CATERS 
Tenor 25 cwt. 1 qr. 5 lb. in D.

D enis R. C arlisle ..Treble
F rancis R. Low e . .  . .  2
Edward F . G obey . .  . .  3
C lement G lenn . .  . .  4
Albert E. T hompson  . .  5
Com posed bv Arthur K nights .

* First peal of Stedman Caters.

W illia m  L a n c a s te r  . .  6
•C harles W alklate . .  7

S idney Jo n e s . .  . .  8
tHAROLD T aylor . .  9

A r th u r  E. H o o d le s s  . .  Tenor 
Conducted b y  C le m e n t G l e n n . 

t  100th  peal

M uriel R eay . .  . . . .Treble F red N ewton 7
E velyn M . F letcher 2 A nthony Ager . .  8
A lbert W alker . 3 H enry H . F eArn 9
Shirley V . R ymer . 4 Bryan D. A. W oolley . .  10
J oan Beresford • 5 G eorge E . F earn . . . .  11
J ohn P infold 6 •M ichael G . M orton . .  Tenor
Composed by C, J . Sedgley (N o . 15). Conducted by A lbert W alker.

* First peal on twelve bells.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
N F W C A S T I  F - lI P O N -T Y N F  

!H E  DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION 
On Wed., March 11, 1953, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,

At the C hurch of St . G eorge, J esm ond ,
A PEAL OF 5056 PAINSWICK SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 18 cwt. 2 qr. 24 lb. in F.
Margaret Softley . .  . .  Treble Edmund  P. C rowdy . .  5 

J. A lan A insw orth . .  6 
H arold W alker . .  . .  7 
D enis  A. Bayles . .  . .  Tenor 
C onducted by D enis A . Bayles.

• f i r s t  peai oi oieumau v,mv.a. , .vv... . .
A farewell for Reg. Holmes, a local ringer, who is leaving for New 

Zealand.

C harles M cG uin ess  . .  2 
K enneth A rthur . .  . .  3 
Eric N . H arrison . .  . .  4 
Composed by C. H. H attersley.

First peal in the method by all. on the bells and for the Association.

NETHERSEALE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.

On Thurs., March 12. 1953, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . Peter.

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
E. Morris’s Transposition of Parker’s Twelve-part, 2nd Observation. 

Tenor 11 cwt.
M rs. S. H . Jo n e s . .  ..Treble  I Jo seph  Wm. C o tto n  . .  5 
Wm. G e o f f re y  H a ir  2 I ‘ E rn e s t  M o rr is  . .  6
E rn e s t  W. B eadsm oore . .  3 I P e rc iv a l  W. G ric e  . .  7 
W illia m  F . W o o d w ard  . .  4 | G eo rg e  R idgw ay . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by W illia m  G e o f f re y  H a ir .
* 100th peal for the Guild. First peal in method as conductor.
A birthday compliment to  Mrs. J. W. Cotton.

WILLESDEN. MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Thurs., March 12, 1953, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
At the C hurch of St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5024 CHESHUNT SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 25 lb.

C h a r le s  W. R o b e rts  ..Treble  A lic k  C u t l e r  . .  . .  5 
R ic h a rd  E. P ric e  . . . .  2 Thom as H. F ra n c is  . .  6 

♦John R. M ayne . . . .  3 t  A lf r e d  J. H o u se  . .  . .  7 
T hom as J . L ock . . . . 4 R ic h a rd  F. B. Speed . .  Tenor 

,Composed by G a b r ie l  L in d o ff . Conducted by R ic h a rd  F . B. Speed.
* 100th peal, t  300th peal and 50th Surprise Major method for a 

peal. The first peal in the method.

BEBINGTON, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes.
At the C hurch of St . A ndrew ,

A PEAL OF 5152 BEBINGTON IMPERIAL BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 15 lb.

J. Benjamin B u d d  . .  ..Treble  D enn is H . B. M i l lw a r d . .  5 
Jo h n  W . G r i f f i t h s  2 R. G o rd o n  C orby  . . . .  6
N o ra h  M. Bibby . .  . .  3 G eo rg e  H . R a n d le s  . .  7 
A le x a n d e r  J . M a r t in  . .  4 P ercy  S w in d ley  . .  . . Tenor 

Composed by G. H . B eevor (C.C.C. 25. PI. B.). 
Conducted by Jo h n  W . G r i f f i t h s .

The first peal in the method (C.C.C. No. 224).

BLEWBURY, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes.
At the C hurch of St . M ichael.

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Heywood's Transposition. Tenor 19 cwt.
Jo h n  G ra c e  ....................Treble F re d e ric k  Jam es . .  . .  5
Jam es B lo n d  ....................  2 | ‘ Jack  B e rry  ....................  6
A lf r e d  G re e n o u g h  . . 3 j R o b e r t  B lo n d  . . . .  7 
C la u d e  C o rd e ro y  . . . .  4 Tim C o rd e ro y  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R o b e rt B lond .
* First peal of Stedman.

BROMSGROVE, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION

On Sat.. March 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
At the Church of St . J ohn-the-Baptist,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAIOR
Johnson’s Variation. Tenor 18 cwt. (approx.).
H. Jam es T u rn e r  . .  ..Treble  W illiam  C. D ow ding  . .  5 
H en ry  H . F ea rn  . . . .  2 B ryan D. A. W o o lle y  . .  6

- M uriel R e a y ....................  3 I J ohn P i n f o l d .................... 7
• A r th u r  V. P earso n  . . 4 G eo rg e  E. F earn  . .  . . Tenor 

Conducted by A r th u r  V. P earso n .
* 400th peal.
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ICKLETON. CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sal., March 14. 1953, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,
A t th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M ary  M agdalene,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Johnson’s Variation. Tenor 184 cwt. in F. 
Marion G rain....................... Treble I T. Reginald D ennis . .  5
Ernest G . H ibbins . .  2 John G . G ipson 
Albert E. A ustin  . . . .  3 { C yril A. H urst 
George E. C risp . . . .  4 i W illiam  J . R idgman 

Conducted by W illiam J . Rjdgman.

NORTON-LE-MOORS, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat.. March 14. 1953. in 3 Hours,
A t  the  C hurch of St . Bartholomew .

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB TRIPLES 
Tenor 12 cwt. 3 qr.

F ra n k  T rin e r  . .  ..Treble  | W illia m  C o r f ie ld  
•A n n e tte  M. G r a t to n  . .  2 
•J. M ic h ae l Ja ck  . .  . .  3 
♦W illiam  L. Jo n e s . .  4 
Composed by H u b b a r d .

* First peal.
OAKHAM, RUTLAND.

THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat.. March 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 16 Minutes, 

A t th e  C h u rc h  of A l l  S a in ts ,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 

Tenor 24 cwt. 2 qr.

. .  6 

. .  7 
. .  Tenor

Alban J . J ack 
C harles S. R yleS 
Owen W illiams

Conducted by C harles S. R yles.

Ronald R ussell . .  . .  Treble 
J. G eoffrey G eary . .  2
Percy A mos .................... 3
Reginald Scott . .  . .  4 

Composed by T homas D ay.
First peal of Triples as conductor.

STANDISH. LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 

On Sat.. March 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes, 
At the C hurch of St . W ilfred .

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 12J cwt.

W illiam F arrimand . .  5
Ja ck  P o u n d s  ....................  6
J im my  G rounds . .  . .  7 
Ronald K enrick . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by R onald K enrick.

Arthur M awdsley ..Treble  
’ Doreen D utton . .  . .  2 
Peter C oxall . .  3
Jack A shcroft . .  . .  4 

Composed by T. B. W orsley.
* First peal of Treble Bob Major. First in the method as con­

ductor.
W HITWICK, LEICESTERSHIRE.

THF. LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Mon., March 16, 1953, in 2 Hours and 51 Minutes,

At the C hurch of St . John-the-Baptist,
A PEAL OF 5376 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 11 cwt. 3 qr. 12 lb.
■Geoffrey W. H air ..Treble \ J ohn U nderwood . .  . .  5 
Ernest W. Beadsmoore . .  2 , Arthur E. R owley . .  6 
J oseph W. Cotton . . . .  3 j E rnest M orris . .  . .  7 
R oland Beniston . . . .  4 W. A rthur R iddington . .  Tenor 

Composed and Conducted by Ernest M orris.
Rung to mark the 40th anniversary of the composer’s first peal in 

this method as conductor. He called the same composition on March 
15th, 1913, at St. M ark’s, Leicester.

LOUGHBOROUGH. LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., March 18, 1953, in 2 Hours and 30 Minutes,
A t t h e  B e l l  F o u n d ry  C am panile.

A PEAL OF 5024 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb. in B.

F rnest M orris ..Treble
W inifred  M . Burton . .  2 
M rs. H . J . P oole . .  3 

•B arry C orbishley . .  4 
Composed by C harles W. R oberts. Conducted by J ohn H il l . 

* First peal of Yorkshire. First peal in method as conductor.

H arold J . P oole 
S. Anthony J esson 
J ohn R . Smith . .  . 
J ohn H ill

5
6 
7

Tenor

5
6 
7

Tenor

H e rb e r t  G o akes . .  . .  5 
P ercy  D. B ald o c k  . .  . .  6 
Jo h n  H . B lu f f  . .  . .  7 
Sydney  T o  w e l l  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by John  H. B lu f f .

BIRMINGHAM.
ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM 

On Thurs.. March 19, 1953, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,
A t the Cathedral C hurch of St . P h il ip ,

A PEAL OF 5120 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR
Comprising: 1,920 London, 960 Rutland, 640 Bristol, 640 Cambridge, 

640 Superlative, 320 Yorkshire, 119 changes of method.
Tenor 10 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lb.

A n th o n y  A g e r . .  ..Treble
* t  M uriel R eay . .  . .  2

E dgar C . Shepherd . .  3
J ohn P infold  . .  . .  4

T erry R. H ampton . .  5
H en ry  H . F ea rn  . .  . .  6
Arthur V . P earson . .  7
G eorge E. F earn . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by A. J. P itman. Conducted by A rthur V . Pearson. 
* First peal of six Spliced, t  200th peal.

DARTFORD, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat.. March 21, 1953. in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
At the C hurch of T he H oly T rinity ,

A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR
Tenor 18J cwt. in E flat.

G eorge J . Butcher ..Treble  I J ohn E. C annell . .  . .  5
A r th u r  G. M ason . .  2 R a lp h  B ird  .................... 6

•H ild e g a rd  I. G. B ird  . .  3 H e rb e r t  E. A u d s le y  . .  7 
A r th u r  S. R ic h a rd s  . .  4 ' F re d e ric k  J. C u llu m  . .T e n o r  

Com posed by E rn e s t  W. T ip le r  ( N o . 12).
Conducted by F rederick J. C ullum .

" First peal of Surprise Major ‘ inside.’
Rung as a birthday compliment to ringers of 2nd and tenor.

MOUNTSORREL, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sat., March 21, 1953, in 3 Hours,

At the Church of St . Peter.
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB TRIPLES 

Tenor 8 cwt. in G sharp.
‘ P e t e r  R. M o r r is  
tF . K e v o n  T h o m p s o n  
I m a r y  C. P a y n e  

E r n e s t  M o r r is

..Treble  tE rnest F. P ayne . .  5
2 t  R o g e r  G. W . S oars . .  6
3 tB . Stedman Payne . .  7
4 Royston W ilmore . .  . .  Tenor 

Composed by H. H ubbard. Conducted by Ernest M orris.
* First peal, t  First peal of Plain Bob Triples. First peal of Plain 

Bob Triples as conductor.
Rung half-muffled in memory of Mrs. O. Goode, a churchworker 

in the above parish for many years.

WOBURN. BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., March 21, 1953, in 3 Hours and 30 Minutes,
A t the C hurch of St . M ary-the-V irgin ,

A PEAL OF 5088 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 24 cwt.

P atrick I. C hapman ..Treble  
C hristopher W . W oolley 2 
L eonard H. Bowler . .  3 
W illiam W enban . .  . .  4

Ronald C . Sharp 
A lick C utler . .
C . E dward Jeffries 
G eoffrey W . Seaman

5
6 
7

Tenor
Composed by ri. G. Cashmore. 

Conducted by Christopher W . W oolley.

SIX BELL PEALS
CUMNOR, BERKSHIRE.

THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.
On Tues., March 10, 1953, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes,

At  the Church of St . M ichael,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one extent each of London Bob, College Bob, Reverse Bob. 
Double Oxford Bob, St. Clement’s College Bob, Double Bob and 
Plain Bob. Tenor 131 cwt.
•G eoffrey H arper . .  ..Treble  

K athleen H iggins . .  . .  2 
R . J ames C ook . .  . .  3

tD o N A L D  H. N i b l e t t  . .  4 
R o b i n  G. T u r n e r  . .  5 

t P e t e r  B o r d e r  . .  . .  Tenor

• First peal, 
the Society.

Conducted by P e t e r  B o r d e r . 
t  First peal in more than one method. t  50th peal for

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew Installations : Repairs : Maintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.
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ASHBOCKING, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u rc h  o f  A l l  S a in ts ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being extents each of (1) Single Oxford, (2) Kent and Oxford Treble 
Bob, (3) Cambridge Surprise, (4) Double Court, (5) Double Oxford, 
(6) St. Clement’s, (7) Plain Bob. Tenor 10 cwt. 21 lb.
G eorge W. P ipe  . .  ..Treble  
Ronald W . Steward . .  2 
M ax P . P age ....................  3

R obert E. Lester . .  
W illiam  J . Button 
G arnham A . Blaxcell

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

Conducted by G e o r g e  W. P i p e . 
First peal in eight methods by all the band.

BARKSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being one extent each of Single Oxford, Single Court, Double Court, 
St. Clement’s, Kent Treble Bob. Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 13 cwt. 13 lb.
G eorge W . C reasey 
D enis A . F rith  
J ames H . M usson  .

4
5

Tenor

H arry Barnes . .  ..Treble  
♦George A. Ingleby . .  2 
W illiam  H. D ale . .  . .  3

Conducted by J ames H. M usson .
* First peal ‘ inside.’
A birthday peal to Lorraine H. Emerson, only grand-daughter of Mr. 

Harry Barnes, and to Mrs. Crosby, daughter of Mr. W. H. Dale. 
A 13th anniversary peal for the conductor and his wife.

BENTHAM, YORKSHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Lancaster Branch.)
On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes,

A t the C hurch of St . John,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 

Being seven different extents. Tenor 19} cwt.
G eorge E . Braithwaite Treble 
Dorothy Schofield  . .  2 

•S tanley A nderton . .  3

F ra n k  P o s t l e th w a i te  . .  4 
t  J a rv is  C lo s e  . .  . .  5 

R o la n d  F . E c c le s  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by G eo rg e  E. B r a it h w a it e .

* First peal of Minor, t  First peal.
Rung half-muffled in memoriam Mr. J . Prince, over 50 years a 

ringer at this church, who passed away the previous week.

FRAMPTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

(Eastern Branch.)
On Sat.. March 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r y ,
A  PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED SURPRISE M INOR 

In 35 methods in seven extents: (1) Horton Hanley, Milton, Cheddleton, 
Allendale, Westminster; (2) Chester, Newcastle, Alnwick, M unden; (3) 
Whitley, Northumberland, Carlisle, W ooler; (4) Beverley, Hexham, 
Surfleet, Durham, York, Berwick; (5) Wearmouth, Rossendale, 
Annable’s London, Lightfoot, Stamford, Netherseale; (6) London, 
Wells, Cunecastre; (7) Cambridge, Norfolk, Ipswich, Hull, Primrose, 
Bourne, 122 changes of method. Tenor 13 cwt.
•F red B ishop  ..  
J ohn R . K em p 

t  Arthur Y oung

. .Treble 
2 
3

Albert E . F latters . .  4
Ed w in  F i s h e r ....................  5
J ohn R . Y oung . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by J ohn R. Y oung.
* First peal of Spliced Surprise, t  100th peal. First peal in 35 

Surprise methods by all the band. Believed to be the first in 35 Sur­
prise methods ever rung.

MARTIN-BY-TIMBERLAND, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., March 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  T h e  H o ly  T r in ity ,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR
Being seven extents in twelve methods. 1, Double and Single C ourt;
2. Double Oxford and Thelwall; 3, St. Clement’s and Childwall; 4, 
Plain Bob and Oxford Bob; 5, Kent and Oxford Treble Bob; 6, N or­
wich Surprise; 7, Cambridge Surprise. Tenor 9 i  cwt.

M oses B illings . .  ..Treble  Peter M ason ....................  4
• F red Ingall ...................  2 Ronald Applew h ite  . .  5

A mos In g a l l ...................  3 W illiam  R . P arker . .  Tenor
Conducted by M oses B illings.

* First peal in twelve methods.

GILLETT
AND

JOHNSTON
LIM ITED

N o matter in which corner of the country 

you happen to be, as likely as not you 

will come across Gillett & Johnston bells 

or tower clocks. Gillett & Johnston crafts­

manship is embodied in an all-embracing 

service—as much in the preservation 

and restoration of old rings of antiquarian 
interest as in the installation of new

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
A N D

C L O C K  M A K E R S

C R O Y D O N
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STANWELL, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Sal., March 14, 1953, in 2 Hours and 41 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a ry ,

A  PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE M INOR 
Being 720 each of Carlisle, Chester, Alnwick, London/ York, Beverley
and Cambridge. 

J o h n  S . B a r n es  
• J anet  S . B a il e y  
• R o b e r t  G .  L ay

. .Treble 
. .  2 
. .  3

Tenor 13 cwt. 14 lb. in F  sharp. 
• J ohn D. R ock . .  . .  4 

R ichard E . Price . .  . .  5 
T ony P rice ....................Tenor

Conducted by T o n y  P r ic e .
• First seven-method Surprise peal. A birthday compliment to the 

conductor.
PACKWOOD. W ARWICKSHIRE.

ST. MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 
On Mon., March 16, 1953, in 2 Hours and 33 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . G i l e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 

Being one Morris’s 240 and 40 extents, 10 callings. Tenor 7J cwt.
•A . C h ar les  M o rris 
t  Robert E. T a l l is  . .  
•E ric E. W im l e t t  . .

* First peal.

..Treble  ‘ J ohn D . W alker . .  . .  4
2 D ouglas H arrison . .  5
3 ‘ Reuben H oughton . .  Tenor 

Conducted by D ouglas H arrison.
t  First peal away from treble. First peal as conductor.-

HANDBELL PEALS
CARLTON, N S W.

THE NEW SOUTH WALES ASSOCIATION.
On Thurs., Feb. 12. 1953. in 1 Hour and 57 Minutes,

A r 9, M i l l  Street,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

•Joan E. M. H i l l s  . .  1—2 | + John J. C um m ins . .  . .  3—4 
T hom as W. G o o d y e r  . .  5— 6 

Conducted by T hom as W. G o o d y er.
• First peal ‘ in hand.’ t  First peal of Minor.
A birthday compliment to the conductor’s mother (12/2/53) and 

Miss Valerie Willard, of Melbourne (14/2/53).

HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

(Hinckley District.)
On Thurs., March 12, 1953, in 2 Hours and 16 Minutes,

At N ew stead , Stoke R oad,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 

Parker’s Twelve-part (7th Observation).
•M ic h a e l  E. B row n  . .  1— 2 I E. V a lla n c e  .................... 5— 6

A lf r e d  B a l la r d  . .  . .  3— 4 | f N ancy  E. M a rk le w  . .  7-— 8 
Conducted by A lf r e d  B a lla rd .

* First peal ‘ in hand ’ away from tenors, t  First peal ‘ in hand.’

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

On Fri., March 13, 1953, in 1 Hour and 56 Minutes,
At 10, Stockmore Street,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR
Being 23 methods in seven extents: (1) Crayford Little Court and 
Wordsley Alliance; (2) Little Bob and Harmondsworth Alliance; (3) 
Kent Treble Bob and Oxford Treble Bob; (4) London Bob, Lytham 
Bob, Double Oxford Bob, Thelwall Bob, College Bob, Wavertree 
College Bob, St. Clement’s College Bob and Childwall College Bob;
(5) Single Court and Double C o u rt; (6) Single Oxford Bob and Here­
ward Bob; (7) Double Bob, Fulbeck Bob, Reverse Bob, Canterbury 
Pleasure Bob and Plain Bob ; 93 changes of method. Tenor size 11 in G- 
R. Jam es C o o k  . .  . .  1—2 | *Robin G. T u rn e r  . .  . .  3—4 

P e te r  B o rd e r  . .  . .  5—6 
Conducted by Robin G. T u rn e r .

• 50th handbell peal. Tbe first peal in 23 methods by all the band 
and for the Society.

BUSHEY HEATH, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On M on., March 16, 1953, in 2 Hours and 19 Minutes,
A t  39, T itian A venue,

A PEAL OF 5024 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Adapted from a composition by Gabriel Lindoff.

Ernest C . S. T u rn e r  . .  1—2 I H a r o ld  G. C ash m o re  . .  5—6 
Christopher W . W o o lle y  3— 4 | F re d e r ic k  W . B r in k lo w ..  7— 8 

Conducted by E rn e s t  C. S. T u rn e r .

IRISH ASSOCIATION 
Eastern District Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Eastern District 
was held in Dublin on St. Patrick’s Day. March 
17th, and was attended by 52 members from 
Arklow, Bray, Drogheda and Dublin (St. 
George’s and St. John’s). The district chairman 
(Mr. James MacManus) presided and was sup­
ported by the secretary (Mr. F . E. Dukes).

The election of officers resulted as follow s: 
Chairman, M r. James MacManus, re-elected; 
secretary, Mrs. F . E. Dukes, 26, William Street, 
Drogheda; treasurer, Mr. J. F. Fennell, re­
elected; Ringing Master, Mrs. S. E. Darmon, 
re-elected; vice-president of Executive Council, 
Mr. S. J. Evans; three representatives on 
Executive, Mrs. F . E. Dukes, Mrs. S. E. Dar- 
mon and Mr. J. MacManus.
. It was decided to hold the next annual meet­
ing jointly with the Southern District at Kil­
kenny on St. Patrick’s Day, 1954. The interim 
summer meeting was decided for Bray in 
August.

A discussion took place regarding the sug­
gestion to elect the Executive Council every 
three years instead of annually, and resulted in 
a  resolution being proposed to this effect.

The annual report made particular mention 
of the change ringing practices organised and 
run by Mrs. S. E. Darmon. It was decided to 
continue such practices.

Greetings were read from the president. Mr. 
W. Pratt, and the Northern and Southern 
Districts.

The Lindoff Cup competition was held on 
th e  bells of St. George’s Church, when four 
tea m s competed. The judges (Dr. S. E. D ar­
mon, Mrs. T. Bolton and Mr. R. MacKenzie) 
declared St. George’s the winners after a ring- 

(Continued in next column)

5,088 LITTLE BOB MAJOR
By NOLAN GOLDEN 

In 5ths W M H 23456

— —  64352
—  36452
—  43652 

— —  64235
—  —  42635
—  —  26435

—  46532
—  —  65432
—  —  54632 

S S S 34265
Eleven times repeated, omitting the single 

‘ home ’ in the sixth and last parts.
Contains the 120 course-ends, tenors together. 
Rung a t Hingham, October 1st, 1952.

(Continued from previous column) 
off with Arklow. Drogheda (holders) came third 
and St. John’s, Dublin, was the remaining team. 
The standard of striking by all teams was high 
and very little separated them. The winners 
and St. John’s rang call changes, while Arklow 
and Drogheda rang methods. The cup was pre­
sented to  Mr. J. Fielding for the winners by 
the chairman, who also acted as ringing master 
in the unavoidable absence in England of Mrs. 
Darmon.

Before the meeting the Dublin ringers had 
arranged a ‘ powerful ’ lunch in the C.I.E. Club, 
which must have fed their minds as well as 
their stomachs, for a greater number than usual 
had their say a t the subsequent business meet­
ing! Tea was also provided by the Dublin folk 
in St. George’s Parochial Hall.

The excellent arrangements by the St. John's 
and St. George’s members, which resulted in a 
very successful meeting, were greatly appreciated 
by the visitors.

A MUSICAL STEDMAN TOUCH
Dear Sir,—The enclosed short touch of Sted­

man Triples was given to me by Mr. W. Wol- 
stencroft, of Slough.

Queens, Whittington and Tittums come be­
tween each pair a t Singles and are all at hand- 
stroke, which gives a more distinct change in 
preference to a close backstroke lead.

Is this the least number of changes from 
which Queens, Whittingtons and Tittums can 
be obtained?—-Yours, etc.,

FREDERICK R. SCOTT.
Slough.

148 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
containing Queens, Whittingtons and Tittums. 

2314567

3426175
3461275 —
4132675 — 
4127356 
1745263
1752436 S 
7213564
7235146 S
2571346 —
2513746 —
5327146 —
5371246 —
3152764 S 
3126547
1635274 S
1652374 —
6213574 —
6235174 —
2561374 —
2513647 S 
5324176
5341267 S
3152467 —
3124567 —
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A BERG A V EN N Y , MONS.— On Mar. 14th, 1,500 
G randsire D oubles (10 callings) : Miss L. Tem lett 1, 
Miss J. Foster 2, G. Lewis (first in method) 3, J. 
Hughes (first quarter) 4, G. W ard (cond.) 5, M. 
Roberts 6. Rung half-muffled in memoriam M r. Sidney 
T . Rackham . o f G ilwem , an  esteemed ringing friend 
o f  St. Mary’s.

ANCA STER, LIN CS.—O n Mar. 6th. 1,260 Doubles 
(360 April D ay. T60 Plain Bob. 540 G ran d sire ): W . 
Towns 1. Joan Brandon 2. F. W . Pinchbeck 3, F. G. 
Vickers 4. J. H. Musson (cond.) 5. A  21st birthday 
com plim ent to  Ian  Towns, a  local ringer, serving in 
the R .A .F ., M iddle East.

BEN H ILTO N , S U R R E Y .—O n Mar. 15th, 1,440 
D oubles (960 G randsirc and 480 Plain Bob) : E. G old­
smith (first away from tenor behind) 1. P. Leach 2. 
W . Parro tt 3, P. Richardson 4, E. Gosden (cond.) 5. 
J. Clarke 6. Rung half-muffled in mcmoriam June 
Evans, a form er member o f the band, who was killed 
in an accident the previous week.

BENTLEY COM M ON, ESSEX.—O n M ar. 15th, 1,260 
All Saints' D oub les : F. J. W oods 1. F. R . Goddard
2. Mrs. D. G . Mayell 3, H. G. G oddard  4. D. G. 
Mayell (cond.) 5. First in the method on the bells 
and by all the band. Rung fo r M othering Sunday.

BIR C H IN G TO N , K EN T.—O n Mar. 11th, 1,260 Sted­
man T rip les : Miss Groves 1, Mrs. N . Bridges 2, Miss 
Solly 3, Miss Reid 4. H. Luck 5, A. Hinklcy 6, J. 
Russell (cond.) 7, L. Everest 8. First o f Stedm an for 
1 and 4. Also on Mar. 12th, 1.26(1 Stcdm an T rip les: 
L. Everest 1, Mrs. N. Bridges 2. Miss Reid 3, Miss 
Solly 4, H. Luck 5, A. H inkley 6, J. Russell (cond.) 7, 
J. Tum bcr 8. R u n j for Confirm ation service.

B RA D D EN , N O RTH A N TS.—O n M arch 8th. 1,260 
D oubles (360 St. Simon's, 360 Plain Bob, 540 G rand­
s ire ); C. Rigby 1, A. Booth 2. G. Mansfield 3, W . 
Yates (cond.) 4, A. Mansfield 5. Rung on  the occa­
sion of a visit by the Bishop of Peterborough. 

B R IG H T O N , SUSSEX.—At St. Peter’s, on M ar. 15th.
1.260 G randsirc Triples : Joyce Edwards (first quarter)
1, W . C. H art 2, F . Bennett 3, A. W . G ravett (cond.)
4. H. A. Mitchell 5, R. Beale 6, A. W . Bond 7. 
W . H. Hargreaves 8. Rung as a welcome to  ringers

.o f  1 and 5, visitors to Brighton.
BRO W N  ED G E, STAFFS.—On M ar. 8th. 1,320 

M inor (360 D uke of Y ork, 360 W oodbine, 360 Kent. 
240 O xford): G. M. Hall 1. A. Pointon 2, F . Hold- 
croft 3. R. Turner 4, R. Cum bcrlidgc 5, W . P. Deane 
(cond.) 6. Rung half-muffled in memory o f Hugh 
H oldcroft Sherntt, an old ringer at this church.

BU RNH A M , BU CKS.—O n M ar. 14th, 1,280 Plain 
Bob M ajo r: T. G. Bevan 1, C. A. Burgess 2, G . F. 
C arter 3. A. W . J. Butler 4. P. G . Foote 5, A. H. 
Bates 6, D. W . Stone 7, G . G ilbert (cond.) 8. Rung 
following a peal attem pt, and as a birthday complimcnt 
to  the conductor. First of M ajor for 6 and 7.

C EFN  CO ED , BRECO N SH IRE.—O n M ar. 10th.
1.260 G randsirc D oubles: P. Heron (first quarter) 1. 
D. Rowles 2. Miss G. G unter (firs: quarter) 3. R. 
Husbands 4, C. A. Rowlcs (cond.) 5. K. Williams 6. 
R uns as a farewell to  the tenor ringer on joining
H .M . Forces.

C LEW ER, BERKS.—On Mar. 15th. 1.260 Doubles 
(60 St. Simon's, 240 Reverse Canterbury. 240 Reverse 
St. Bartholomew, 360 Plain Bob. 360 G ran d sire ): R. 
Crodc 1. Monica Howard 2. A. Bird 3. W . Butler 4. 
M. H atchett (first as cond.) 5, R. Purchase 6. First 
in five m ethods by all.

EBBW  VALE, M ON.—On Mar. 11th. 1.260 G rand­
sire Triples : Miss D. Evans 1. R. Alsop 2. T. Stephens
3. Miss A. Stephens 4. R. Stephens 5. B. W erry 6. 
J. A lsop (cond.) 7. J. Jeyncs 8. Rung half-muffled. 
A last tribute to  Mr. J. H. Williams (ex-Companv 
Sergeant-M ajor). V .C .. Croix de G uerre. D .C .M .. M.M. 
and Bar. who was associated with the installation of 
the bells. Interred this day.

ELTHAM , K EN T.—At St. John-thc-Baptist. the last 
quarter of H olt’s Original o f G randsire Triples : Miss
C. Smith 1. G. Ashdown 2. F. Hurrell 3. F. Richard­
son 4. J. Hurrcll 5. B. Snipe (first quarter o f Triples)
6, E. Crowder (cond.) 7. P. Rablah 8. Rung for the 
7th birthday o f Horn Park Settlement.

ELY, CAMBS.—On Mar. 15th. 1.260 Grandsire 
D oubles : G. Vail 1. I. M. W aters 2. E. Pipe 3. Miss 
M. G rain 4. J. W . Pickett (cond.) 5. G. B. Easing- 
wood 6. Rung to  celebrate the birth of a  son (Geoffrey) 
to  Mr. and  M rs. G . B. Easingwood.

FA V ERSH AM . K EN T.—On Mar. 16th. 1.260 G rand­
sire T rip les : H. M anuel 1. C. Eadcs 2. Miss E. S. 
WyleS 3. P. R . Jcmm ctt 4. W . S. Palin (cond.) 5.
F. Farnsworth 6. E. Eadcs 7. R. H arris 8. Rung before 
M othering Sunday service.

FEN H A M , N EW CA STLE U PO N  TY N E.—On Mar. 
15th. 1.260 Stcdm an Triples : Miss K. Softley (first in 
m ethod) 1. N . H. Hew ctt 2. T. W . Crowe 3. T. Sewell
4. J. A. Ainsworth 5. K. A rthur (cond.) 6. E. N. H ar­
rison 7. J. Heal 8. Rung for M othering Sunday after­
noon service.

F Y FIEE D , ESSEX.—On M ar. 7th. 1.260 Plain Bob 
M in o r: F. Blatch 1. D. G. Mayell 2. Mrs. M. Mayell
3. F . R. G oddard  (cond.) 4. D. J. C rouchm an 5.
D . A. S. Symonds 6. Rung to mark the passing of 
G eorge Dawson.
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QUARTER PEALS
HETH ERSETT, N O R FO LK .—O n M ar. 15th. 1.320 

Plain Bob M inor, tenor coverin'! : A. Sercombe (first 
quarter) 1. B. Elven (first ‘ in s id e ’) 2. E. Bracey 3, 
S Barker 4, R. Hickling 5, C. M oore (cond.) 6, R . 
Lofty 7. Rung for M othering Sunday service.

G REA T W Y M ON D LEY , H ERTS.—O n Mar. 15th. 
1.296 Cam bridge Surprise M in o r: W . F . Todd 1. G. 
Cherry 2. P. W . Croft 3, E. W . W inters 4. F. W . 
C roft 5, D. L. Gullick (cond.) 6. Rung for M other­
ing Sunday.

G U IL D F O R D , SU RREY .—At S. N icolas', on Mar. 
8th. 1,260 G randsirc Triples : Monica Collins (first 
quarter) 1. Anne Cox (first quarter) 2. W . R . Morey 3. 
Shelagh Collins (first quarter) 4. F. O ldroyd 5. C. 
Hazclden 6. R. K enward (first quarter as cond.) 7.
D. Rcdfern (first quarter) 8.

H EM IN G FO R D  ABBOTS, H U N TS.—O n Mar. 8th, 
1,272 Norwich Surprise : G. L. Perkins 1, F . W arring­
ton (cond.) 2, A. Clements 3. W . Ransom  4. F. R. 
Nicholls 5. H. S. Peacock 6. Also on Mar. 11th. 
1,320 London Surprise : By the same band. First 
quarter of London by 1. 4, 5 and 6.

H IG H  W YCOMBE, BU CKS.—On M ar. 14th, at Ah 
Saints’, 1.347 Stedm an C a te rs : F. . Hayes (cond.) 1. 
R. Coles 2. R. Biggs 3, A. E. Cox 4, W . Avery 5, 
W . H. Plumridge 6, A. C lutton 7, P. N ew ton 8, A. 
N ew ton 9. A. L. James 10.

ISLEW O R TH , M IDD LX .—O n Mar. 15th. 1.260 Stcd­
man T rip les : Miss J. Creak (first in the method) 1. 
Miss R. J. Pctt 2. Mrs O. L. Rogers 3, Miss E. 
Farrell 4. S. Croft 5. H. W . Rogers 6. F. D. Bishop 
(first o f Stcdm an as cond.) 7, J. F. W ells (first quar­
ter) 8.

KEM PSTON, BEDS.—On Mar. 15th. 1,264 Plain Bob 
M ajo r: T. Ashpolc 1. Miss A. Smith 2. Miss M. 
Stephens 3. R. Piron 4. W . Izzard 5. R . Stephens 6. 
M. Stephens 7. R. Freem an (first as cond.) 8. Rung 
for M othering Sunday service.

K IN G ’S LY N N, N O R FO LK .—O n Mar. 15th. 1.264 
Plain Bob M a jo r: H. Crom e 1, E. G reenacrc 2, S. 
Elscy 3, C. Tovell 4, E. M astin 5, J. R aper 6. W . 
Rose 7, N Harding (cond.) 8. First quarter peal since 
rchanging.

KING STO N-O N -TH AM ES, SU RREY .—O n Mar. 8th.
1.260 Stedman T rip les: F. Blondell 1, Miss A. Clark
2. Mrs. N. Bagworth 3. Miss B. Harris 4, C. W . R. 
Grimwood 5, W . M orris 6, F. E. H aw thorne (cond.) 
7. N. Bagworth 8.

K ISLIN G BU RY , N O RTH A N TS.—O n Mar. 13th.
1.259 Doubles (120 each Stedm an. Chase. All Saints'. 
W inchcndon. St. N icholas’. St. Simon’s. St. M artin’s. 
Reverse S!. Bartholomew. Reverse C anterbury Pleasure. 
Plain Bob. 59 G randsire): J. H arrold 1. K. Perkins 2.
1. J. Dicken 3. A. Cozens 4. E. N obles (cond.) 5. Rung 
half-muffled in memoriam Mrs. Ayres, wife o f Mr. B. 
Ayrcs .̂ organist o f Kislingbury for many years.

LEISTON, S U F F O L K .-O n  Mar. 10th, 1.260 Kent 
Treble Bob M ajo r: L. P. Bailey 1. C. W hiting 2.
E. S. Bailey 3. Mrs. J. L. G eatcr 4. E. G. Pizzey 5. 
J. L. G cater 6. A. S. Pipe 7. J. M. Bailey (cond.) 8. 
Rung as a 79th birthday com plim ent to  the ringer o f 
the 2nd.

LEW ISHA M , S .E.—At St. M ary’s, on Mar. 8th.
1.260 G randsirc T rip les: Miss S. B. Banks 1. S. W. 
Ball 2. K. J. M ace (first on * inside ’ bell) 3. W . Packer 
4 E. H. Jones (cond.) 5, F . C. Shorter 6. J. D afters
7. R. Boyce 8.

IO N G  BUCKBY, N O RTH A N TS.—On Feb. 14th.
1.260 G randsire Doubles : J. Ealcs 1. C. G reen 2. R. 
H olland 3. S. J. Summers 4. M. F. Amos (first as 
cond.) 5. Rung as a birthday compliment to  Ernest G. 
Orland. who is the captain of this tower.

LU TO N , BEDS.—On Mar. 15th. 1,259 G randsirc 
C a te rs : A. King 1. J. H erbert 2. W . Bottrill 3. H. 
Burton 4. A. Smith 5. J. R ushton 6. A. Rushton 7.
H. W ood 8. R. Kendall (first o f Caters as cond.) 9.
C. Mann 10. Rung on M othering Sundav.

M ARKET O VERTO N, R U T L A N D —On Mar. 9th.
1.260 G randsirc D oubles: E. E. Gibson 1. Joan Bran­
don 2. R. Scott (cond.) 3. F . G . Vickers 4. H. W and 5.

N AILSEA, SOM ERSET.—O n Mar. 15th. 1.440 Plain 
Bob M in o r: M. Horseman 1. Miss A Bailey 2. C. 
Deem 3. D. Y eo 4. C. K ortright 5, L. Derrick (cond.) 6.

N E W D IG A TE , SU R R E Y .—On M ar 15th. 1.260 
G randsire Doubles : Miss P. Elliott 1. Miss M. Brown
2. A. P. Cannon (cond.) 3, T . Vines 4. E. G. L. 
Coward 5. G. Coldm an 6. First quarter of Doubles
1 and 2.

NORTH  MYMMS. H ERTS.—On Feb. 22nd. 1.260 
G randsire T rip les : J. E. Lofty 1. Mrs. T . J. Lock 2. 
Miss A. E. Salter 3. Miss M. Lawrcncc 4. R. Lofty 5. 
P 1. Coles 6. G. Spencer (cond.) 7. T . J. Lock 8.

N O RTON . H ERTS.—O n Feb. 14th. 1.260 Plain Bob 
T rip les : Miss P. W illes 1. R. Dixon 2. W . A. Collins
3. Miss A. W illes 4. W . H itch 5. M. A. Collins 6. 
R. V. W ebb (cond.) 7, F . E. Putwain 8. Rung half- 
muffled in memoriam Thom as W errett. late captain o f 
the tower, who wras interred the same day.
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PAU L, CO RN W A LL.—On M ar. 7th. 1,260 G rand­
sire Doubles : M arlene Ladner 1, J. W aters 2, Decima 
Cam e 3. Elizabeth F ord 4, R. Curtiss (cond.) 5, J. 
Ladner 6. Rung half-m jffled in  memory of the Rev. 
W . V. W agner (Vicar), who’ was interred this day.

RA VENSTH O RPE, N O RTH A N TS.—O n M ar. 15th,
1.260 D oubles (480 Plain Bob and 780 G randsire):
D. Payne (first quarter) 1, L. Townsend 2. R . Holland
3, E. O rlahd (cond.) 4. M. Amos 5.

RETTEN D O N , ESSEX.—O n Mar. 14th, 1,440 Lon­
don Surprise M inor: E. E. S. Johnson 1. Mrs. J. M. 
H arris 2. H . W . Egglestonc 3, P. J. Cam e 4, J. E. G. 
Roast (cond.) 5, F . L . H arris 6.

R IN G W O O D , H A N TS.—O n Mar. 8th, 1,260 G rand­
sire Triples : B. Parker 1, Miss W . M. Cox (first quar­
ter on 8) 2, W . E. Cheater 3, R. E. Tiller 4, L. Harris
5. W . C. Shute 6. D. R. Reed (cond.) 7. J. A. Cox 8. 
Also on Mar. 15th. 1,264 Plain Bob M ajo r: B. Parker
1. Miss W . M. Cox 2, W . E. C heater 3. W . C. Shute
4. L. H arris 5. R . N . M arlow 6. J. H artless 7, D . R. 
Reed (cond.) 8. First quarter o f M ajor by 1 and 2.

RO D BO U RN E C H EN EY , W ILTS.—On Ash W ed­
nesday. 1,260 Plain Bob M ino r: W . B. Kyn^ston 1, 
Miss B. M. Strange 2, Miss M. H arry  3, D. Bounds 4, 
Miss B. J. Strange (cond.) 5, T. I. H olborow  6. Rung 
for Comm ination service.

RO M FO RD , ESSEX.—O n Mar. 8th. 1.260 E>oubles 
(600 Plain Bob, 660 G randsire) : Mrs. M. M. Osborne
1, Mrs. J. C. N orthan 2, Miss S. Booth 3, H. Corney
4, L. W . Bullock (cond.) 5. A. T. Langstonc 6. Rung 
fo r Confirm ation service.

SAPCOTE, LEICS.—O n Mar. 15th, 1.440 K ent Treble 
Bob M inor : Christine S tratford 1, R ita Stratford 2, 
R. Hall 3, Dorothy S tratford 4, T. Cooper 5. M. E. 
Brown (cond.) 6. First in  method fo r 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
F irst in  the m ethod by an  all-Sapcotc band.

SLO U G H , BUCKS.—O n Mar. 15th. 1.440 Kent 
Treble Bob Royal : A. D. Rivers 1, B. Taylor 2. R. L. 
Sills 3. F. Scott 4. J. C. Birt 5, W . Welling 6, J. M. 
Ellwood 7, M. H atchett 8, W . Butler (cond.) 9. W. 
Birmingham 10. F irst o f Treble Bob Royal by all 
except 6 and  10.

SOUTH W O LD , SU FFO LK .—O n 'Mar. 14th, 1,264 
Plain Bob M ajor : J. Pilgrim 1. R . J. Darch 2. Miss 
M. Thom pson 3, A. H. W atson 4. R. S. Payne 5, J. 
Thurlow 6, N. R. Bailey 7, J. W . Blythe (cond.) 8. 
Rung as a  welcome to  the Rev. W . Angus M acfarlane, 
who was recently inducted as V icar o f Southwold.

ST. ALBANS.—At St. Peter’s, on  Mar. 1st. 1.280 
D ouble Norwich Court Bob M ajor : M. W ebb (first of 
M ajor) 1, A. M. Bailey 2. C. F. Sayer 3. H. G. Mason
4, F. J. Spicer 5, W . J. Southam  6, G. W . D cben- 
ham 7. T. J. Southam  (cond.) 8.

ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA, SUSSEX.—O n M ar. 11th, 
a t 42, M agdalen R oad, 1,260 Plain Bob M inor: C. A. 
Levett (cond.) 1-2, A. A. Price 3-4. Mrs. G . Levett 
5-6. Longest length in hand by 3-4. 5-6. A 70th 
birthday com plim ent to  M r. G . Piper, a  local ringer.

STA UN TO N , GLOS.—O n Feb. 21st. 1.260 G randsire 
D o u b les : T ; Bcssant 1. Mrs. K. Smith 2, Mrs. D. 
Stafford 3. S. G oodwin 4, L. H . Jones (cond.) 5. E. J. 
Malsom 6. Rung in honour o f  the christening of the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. I. Packer. Mrs. Packer is a 
ringer at this church. Also on Mar. 7th. 1.260 G rand­
sirc Doubles : D. Porter (fir;; quarter) 1. Yvonne P orter
2. C». W . Hollis 3. E. J. C. Davis 4. J. J. W ebb 
(cond.) 5. E. Malson 6. Arranged as a 21st birthday 
complimcnt to  Miss Yvonne Porter, and a  birthday 
compliment to  G. W . Hollis.

STISTED , E S S E X .-O n  Feb. 28th. 1.320 Oxford 
Treble Bob M inor : H. M oore 1. Miss J. Starling 2, 
Mrs. Moore 3. T. Earle 4. A. Sydei 5. R. Suckling 
(cond.) 6. First quarter in the method by all except 
conductor. Rung in honour of the 103rd birthday o f  
Mrs. Piper, of Bocking.

SW IN D O N , W ILTS.—O n Mar. 10th, at Christ 
Church. 1.299 Stedm an C a te rs : C. J. G ardner 1. W . B. 
Kynaston 2. W . W . T. Daniell 3. C. W . M artin 4.
H. W . Bishop 5. R. G. Townsend 6. G. K ilm instcr 7, 
L. Barrv 8. T. Townsend (cond.) 9. T . Boreham 10. 
A birthday com plim ent to  Mr. H. W . Bishop.

W A RG RA V E, BERKS.—On Mar. 14th. 1.260 Cam ­
bridge M inor: Miss B. Vass 1. R. F. Diserens 2. L. 
Hall 3. F. W . Lewis 4. E. W . Colley 5, N . J. D iserens 
(cond.) o. First quarter of Treble Bob for 1. and first 
of Cam bridge 3 and 5.

W A TERLO O, S.E.—At St. John’s, on Feb. 8th.
I.260 Stcdman Triples : W . H ibbert (Basingstoke) 1, 
Miss J. W . W eddell 2. J. A. H ales 3. N . G . Holling- 
worth (cond.) 4. W . D. G rainger 5, R. D ucker 6,
C. W . Ottley 7. C. Sangwin (Truro) 8.

W H ITLEY  BAY, N O RTH U M BERLA N D .—O n Mar. 
17th. 1.280 Kent Treble Bob M a jo r: G . F. W atkis 
(first quarter) 1. Miss J. G aym cr 2, R . A lder G ofton  3, 
Miss M. ta m p b ;l l  4. Miss M. Fidell 5, G. Lusk 6,
5. W . S tratford 7. Richard A. G ofton  (cond.) 8. Rung 
as a complimcnt to  Miss H. Stobbs. a local ringer, on 
her marriage to  Mr. J. Handford.

W O R K IN G TO N . CU M BERLA N D .—O n M ar. 10th, 
a t St. M ichael’s. 1.260 G randsire D o ub les : A. Smith 
(first quarter, aged 13) 1. J. M cTcar 2. J. R. M ossop 
(cond.) 3. G. Lancaster (first ‘ inside ’) 4. T. W ilson 
(first ‘ inside ’) 5. J. Doggart (first quarter) 6. Rung 
preceding the Confirm ation service to  welcome the  
Bishop of Penrith to  the church.
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WHERE GRANDSIRE DOUBLES WAS BORN
Rededication of Hartest’s Bells

Sunday, March 15th, proved a beautiful 
spring day and the delightful Suffolk village 
of Hartest was a perfect setting for the dedi­
cation by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese (Dr. 
Richard Brook) o f the rehung five bells which 
were previously a maiden peal by John Darbie, 
1661. but the 2nd has now been recast and all 
the cannons removed.

It was here that Grandsire Doubles was born, 
the originator being the Rev. —. Drake in the 
18th century, who after four years’ ministry in 
the village left for London and joined the 
College Youths. The present Rector (the Rev. 

J Cyril Norris) is a  cousin of the late Rev. F . E. 
Robinson.

In 1950 the fund had reached £200, but by 
|  grim determination a few ladies, with Mrs. 

R. M. Cross as hon. secretary, achieved the 
target of £738, which represents an average of 

t £2 per head of the population. This was 
I  raised by entertainments, ploughing matches 

and even collecting salvage.
' The new cast-iron frame will take six bells 
and another £140 is required for a  treble, but 
as Mrs. Cross said, ‘ We have drained every 

P- purse in the parish at the moment, but we have 
not yet given up hope.’

This 14th century church with its square nave 
. and wide chancel arch affords almost uninter- 
f  rupted view of the interior wherever one hap- 
f  pens to sit, and all seats were filled for the 
f  service—in fact, extra seats were being rather 
E  noisily brought in throughout the first ten 
f minutes of the service. The Rev. Cyril Norris 

(Vicar) conducted the service and the lessons 
F were read by Major J. H. Weller-Poley, one 
; of the churchwardens.

The Lord Bishop, in his address, said that 
he understood that Hartest’s bells had not been

rung for some time and, consequently, would- 
be ringers had had no experience, but he was 
pleased to hear that ringers from the nearby 
parishes of Clare and Cavendish had offered 
to come and help new hands a t Hartest, so it 
seemed that a band would soon be a t work. 
He praised the work of the Suffolk Guild and 
all ringers for their strength, skill and labour.

He continued that, when a  young man, he 
had said that he did not mind whom he married 
so long as there was ringing of bells after the 
service, but, unfortunately, he was married in 
Liverpool Cathedral long before the magni­
ficent ring of twelve was installed, so, after all, 
he had no wedding bells!

He was happy because Suffolk was rich in 
ringers and every now and then he was called 
upon to dedicate or rededicate a ring in a 
parish in the diocese. However, it was sad that, 
here and there, bells in ancient churches were 
not ringable for want of restoration or there 
were insufficient ringers for the bells. Nothing 
gave him greater pleasure in his heart and his 
soul than to suddenly come upon a church, such 
as Hartest, with its flag flying and the music of 
its bells wafting over the countryside.

The opening touch in this tower must, of 
course, be Grandsire and was rung by two 
locals and the three district officers of the 
Suffolk Guild. Following this touches in various 
methods were rung by the 40 ringers present. 
Mr. Paul Taylor represented the bell founders.

After tea some of us left to return for service 
ringing in our own towers, and as we climbed 
the hill the bells were sending forth their mes­
sage and we thought what a joy and feeling 
of satisfaction it must be to  those who had 
worked so hard and given so much. For a 
most memorable day in our lives we say, ‘ Well 
done ’ and ‘ Thank you, Hartest.’

L. D. M. and C. R.
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FORTY YEARS AGO
Extract from ‘ The Ringing World,’ 

March 28th, 1913
LONDON

THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
On Sat., March 22, 1913, in 3 hours and 59 

minutes.
At George IV., Brunswick Street, Haggerston. 

A PEAL OF STEDMAN C1NQUES\
6,063 CHANGES

Bertram Prewett ................... 1-2
George R. P y e ........................... 3-4
Ernest P y e ...................................  5-6
William Shepherd ................... 7-8
William Pye ...........................  9-10
Alfred W. Grimes ................... 11-12

Composed by G. Lindoff. Conducted by 
George R. Pye.

This is the longest peal of Stedman Cinques yet 
rung upon handbells.

[A record which, somewhat surprisingly, has 
not yet been beaten.]

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following donations received to 
meet the cost of ‘ The Ringing World 

Personal.—F, G. Vickers 2s. 6d., Anon. 11s., 
Anon 2s. 6d., Miss V. Willard 5s. 6d.

Peals.—Appleton 2s. 6d., Barkston 2s. 6d., 
Worsley 5s., Chesterfield 3s. 6d., Bentham 3s., 
Norton-le-Moors 4s., Blewbury 2s. 6d.

Quarter peals.—S. Nicolas’, Guildford, 2s. 6d., 
Cefn Coed, Breconshire, 2s. 6d., Hemingford 
Abbots Is. 6d., St. Leonards Is., Leiston 2s., 
Workington Is. 6d., Isleworth 2s., Easton 
Maudit 2s. 6d., Benhilton Is., Fenham 2s. 6d., 
Abergavenny 3s., Luton 2s. 6d., Birchington 
2s., Great Wymondley 2s. 6., Brighton 2s. 6d., 
High Wycombe 2s. 6d„ Swindon 2s. 6d., Wal­
lingford 4s., Staunton 2s. 6d., Whitley Bay 2s.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP

LATE NEWS 
With deep regret we announce the death of 

Mrs. Cox, wife of Preb. E. V. Cox, president 
of the Guild of Devonshire Ringers, on Sunday 
morning after much suffering. Those who knew 
her will realise what a heavy loss Prebendary 
Cox has sustained, and not only the ringers of 
Devon but his many friends all over the 
country will feel the deepest sympathy with 
hint.

Forty years ago, on March 
15th, 1913, Mr. Ernest M or­
ris, of Leicester, called his 

first peal of Double Norwich Court Bob Major 
a t St. M ark’s, Leicester. It was his own com­
position and an anniversary peal (the same 
composition) was rung at Whitwick on March 
16th. In the original peal the band was Ernest 
J. Hughes 1, Frederick H. Dexter 2, Charles
H. Fowler 3, Arthur Pettitt 4, Samuel Cotton 
5. R. Henry Bartram 6, Ernest Morris 7, Josiah 
Morris 8.

A pleasing sign of young life in the tower 
was four first quarters at S. Nicolas’, Guild­
ford, on March 8th. District Secretary Ron 
Kenward will be congratulated by his many 
friends on calling his first quarter.

The temporary address of Mr. J. E. Jeater 
is c/o Mrs. Peters, The Square. St. Keverne, 
Cornwall. Will readers who have communica­
tions or remittances please send to this address 
until further notice.

The peal at Barkston, Lines, recorded in this 
issue, was on the 48th anniversary of the first 
peal on the bells. Mr. Harry Barnes took part 
in both peals and to be preseat on March 14th 
made a journey of 50 miles. The band was 
afterwards hospitably entertained by Mr. W. H. 
Dale and his daughter.

Mr. Morris J. Morris, of Birmingham, was 
associated with Mr. Albert J. Hughes in com­
piling the history of the North Wales Associa­
tion. Mention should have been made in the 
report that Wrexham steeple and Gresford bells 
are two of the seven wonders of Wales. A 
peal which should have been recorded was a 
centenary peal at Dolgelly in 1909 of Stedman 
Triples conducted by John Carter. Other 
ringers in this peal were William Short. W. H. 
Godden. Morris J. Morris. J. H. Shepherd, J. 
Bradney, James E. Groves and H. Knight.

A bright spot for inter­
tower friendship is the Wirral 
Peninsula. The fifth annual 

dinner of the Wirral Branch of the Chester 
Diocesan Guild attracted a company of 140. 
Dancing followed to midnight.

We are now enrolling new postal subscribers 
for the next quarter. Subscription rates 6s. for 
three months or 11s. 8d. for six months, either 
to Mr. Jeater or to ‘ Ringing World ' Office.

The band who rang the peal of Yorkshire 
Surprise Major at Dartford on Saturday wish 
to congratulate Mrs. Hildegard 1. G. Bird on 
ringing her first peal of Surprise ‘ inside.’

By ringing 7-8 to a peal of Grandsire Triples 
on March 12th, Miss N. Marklew becomes the 
first Hinckley District lady ringer to ring a 
handbell peal.

St. Margaret's, Fletton. Peterborough, has 
now a ring of five. The dedication by the 
Bishop of Ely of the two trebles took place on 
March 19th. A report will appear in our next 
issue.

Mr. C. W. F. Phillips, of the Council Houses. 
Bunwell, Norwich, would like to write privately 
to ‘ Another Tower Captain.’ who had a recent 
letter in ‘ The Ringing World,’ if he would for­
ward his name and address.

The Surrey Association have under considera­
tion a minimum standard of efficiency before 
new members are elected. The matter was 
ventilated at the annual meeting on March 14th 
at Walton-on-Thames. A report will appear in 
our next issue.

In a letter to the Editor, Mr. Graeme W. 
Heys, of Ballarat, tells of a visit of three Syd­
ney ringers and Miss Joan Hills to Ballarat on 
March 7th-8th. The time was profitably spent. 
Mr. Heys rang his first quarter o f Plain Bob 
Minor and Ballarat ringers were introduced to 
Stedman Doubles and April Day.

THE W H I T E C H A P E L  
BELL F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
1570

MEARS & STAINBANK
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES

Etc.

MUFFLES
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AN ENGLISH GIRL GOES TO AUSTRALIA
Joan Hills’ Story of a Grand Welcome 

and Impressions of Many Towers
(Continued from  page 185)
SYDNEY CATHEDRAL

In spite of a sketchy night’s sleep, Sunday 
morning saw most of the tourists assembled at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral for morning ringing. We 
had arrived a t Central Station at about half­
past six, and had had until half-past ten in 
which to make ourselves respectable. I had 
spent my four hours in becoming acquainted 
with the Y.W.C.A., where I was to  stay f9r 
a short while, and in sitting in Hyde Park in 
the warm spring sunshine, watching the birds 
and the passers-by. I don’t think anyone will 
dispute the fact that St. Mary’s Cathedral bells 
are the cream of the eight ringing peals in and 
around Sydney. A t present they are an  octave, 
but are destined to become 13 in the future, 
and they hang in the central tower of the 

Cathedral. As in so many similar buildings, the 
way of approach is not directly under the tower 
itself, but by a staircase o f over a  hundred 
steps set in the thickness of one of the aisle 
walls, a t the top of which one walks along an 
outside ‘ cat walk ’ for the length of one of 
the transepts. This little gallery gives one a 
beautiful view out over Sydney Harbour and 
provides an excellent excuse for stopping at 
the top of the stairs to regain one’s breath!

I have never in my life seen such a colossal 
ringing chamber—the circle of ropes is just lost 
in the middle of it. Even after ringing there 
three times a week for the past six months it 
still gives me a thrill to hear St. M ary’s bells 
pulled off for the first time, on practice night 
or for service, and to hear the lovely tenor bell 
come purring into her place after the other 
seven. This is not another exceptionally heavy 
octave, like St. Peter’s, Adelaide—the tenor is
25 cwt.—but their tone has to be heard to be 
appreciated, and their ‘ go ’ is so good that even 
I can ring the 7th without undue effort. My 
first Sunday service ringing there provided a 
happy introduction to ringing in Sydney. More 
Australian hospitality, in the shape of an in­
vitation from Ruth Donnelly's parents to spend 
the day with them, lest 1 should feel homesick 
in a strange city. For evening service I rang 
with Ruth in her home tower, St. Jude’s, Rand­
wick. St. Jude’s has a ring of eight—steel bells 
with a tenor of 21 cwt.—whose ‘ go ’ is far 
superior to their tone. One has to take off one’s 
hat to Bill Rowe, who comes a 15-mile journey 
on Sundays and for practice, and has built up 
a jolly young band under far from ideal con­
ditions. St. Jude’s bells have been effectively 
silenced by the blocking of the louvres, and it 
is for this reason that the majority of peal 
ringing in Sydney takes place in this tower.

SYDNEY’S OTHER TOWERS
Well, bit by bit I settled down in my tem­

porary home—acquired a job and a landlady, 
and began to evolve a ringing routine. It was 
not long before it became obvious that, because 
of its convenience of access, St. Mary’s would 
become my home tower, and both Margaret 
and I are proud to have been elected honorary 
members of this rather exclusive band for the 
duration of our stay in Sydney. But, while my 
Sunday service ringing is done at the Cathe­
dral, I get around the other towers as much 
as I can during the week. Last September there 
were four other towers ringing, in and around 
the c ity ; these were St. Jude’s. Randwick (which
I have already mentioned). St. M ark’s. Darling 
Point, St. James’. Turram urra. and All Saints’. 
Parramatta. St. M ark’s have eight bells, though 
only six are at present ringable; they have a 
young band whose interest doesn’t rise above 
call-changes. although their captain (Jack Mc­
Cartney) and one older member of his band

are method ringers. Turram urra have a handy, 
well-going little six whose sole disadvantage is 
their noisiness; as in quite a  few English towers, 
one unfortunately rings immediately under the 
bells. This is the case a t St. M ary’s and Parra­
m atta also, but in both these towers a sound­
proof floor has been installed.

Turram urra have only had their bells eleven 
years, and hope before long to be able to 
follow the example of the two older towers. 
Before Ken Stacey came into office, St. James’ 
captain was an English ringer—M r. W. Smith, 
formerly of Long Cawston, Leicester. Mr. 
Smith is still a member of the band and a  fine 
ringer, despite indifferent health. Turramurra 
can proudly claim to have rung the first quarters 
of both Kent and Oxford Treble Bob in New 
South Wales, and a t the present rate of progress 
it should not be long before they can add 
Cambridge to their list of ‘ firsts.’ These six 
bells are by John Taylor, while the six out at 
Parram atta are the work of Mears and Stain­
bank. For easiness of ‘ go ’ there is not a pin 
to put between Turram urra and Parramatta, 
but All Saints’ band are mainly Doubles ringers, 
in contrast to the preference shown for Minor 
a t the other tower. And can they strike their 
bells! I  have rung some of the best Doubles 
of my short ringing career with the Parramatta 
boys—ringing which must have sounded like a 
musical box from outside the tower. Bobby 
Ferris is Parram atta’s youthful captain, and they 
can proudly claim another good old English 
ringer in the person of A. R. (Bob) Botting, 
still ringing like a good ’un despite his 76 years.

ONLY ONE SILENT TOWER
And since September another two rings in 

the city itself have started to swing once more, 
leaving but one silent tower — St. Philip’s, 
Church Hill. The non-availability of this ring 
of nine is greatly regretted by the whole ringing 
community here, but because of the alleged 
instability of the tower the bells are only 
chimed for weddings and service. The towers 
which are gradually being heard once more are 
Christ Church (St. Lawrence) and St. Benedict’s 
(Broadway), both rings of six. In common with 
Turram urra, Christ Church are Taylor’s bells— 
a rather tricky six with a long draught of rope. 
They were brought into action in November 
last, and a hard job we had too, on that first 
Sunday morning. However, Justin Buckley, the 
newly-appointed captain got busy with spanner 
and oil-can, and now (if you don’t mind the 
drop of rope) ringing here is comparatively easy. 
Since November, the bells have been rung every 
Sunday morning for 10.30 service by the same 
band which later rings for ten minutes before
11 o’clock Mass at St. Mary’s. This necessitates 
a  brisk trot from one end of the town to the 
other—with feeling from one who does it! *

The other tower, St. Benedict's, is not yet 
ringing again regularly, but the years of silence 
have been broken, and with the installation of 
a bell-minded parish priest there seem high 
hopes of getting things moving once more. St. 
Benedict’s were heard two years ago for Mid­
night Mass on December 31st. 1950, and then 
silence descended again until, in December, we 
rang them fully muffled for the passing of 
Monsignor Norris, the late parish priest.

R IN G IN G  FROM A CUPBOARD
On both occasions. Charlie Dennehy, who is 

towerkeeper at St. Mary’s, put in much hard 
work on the bells, but in spite of this the band 
which rang them had a tough job. I can testify 
to this as I was present on the latter occasion. 
Our task was made no simpler by the fact that, 
since the ringing chamber had last been used 
as such, a cupboard, housing the new blower- 
motor for the organ, had been erected directly 
under the rope of the third. There was nothing 
for it but to take the rope up round the wheel 
to a sufficient extent to enable the ringer to

stand on this cupboard—three feet above the 
level of his fellows!

There are two other ringing towers in New 
South Wales, and these are at Yass, some 200 
miles south of Sydney, and West Maitland, 
which is four hours’ train journey to the north. 
Yass have a very light six, which until recent 
years were an unringable five. I have heard 
many tales of the grand pioneer work pu t in 
here, both by the local band in raising funds 
and by John Duncan, Bruce Dunbar and Bill 
Rowe, all of Sydney, in the installation of the 
new treble bell and the training of a local 
band. It was in this tower that the record 
length of Doubles was rung—a record as yet 
unbeaten in England—and last year they had 
the satisfaction of ‘ chalking up ’ two peals of 
Doubles in one day. Last October I visited 
Yass by car with John Duncan and three other 
Sydney folk, and rang a quarter peal there 
with them. Never in England did I dream I 
would travel over 200 miles to  go for a quarter!

In common with Randwick, West Maitland 
have steel bells, though their tone is such that 
it is hard to convince oneself that they are not 
normal bell metal. Through the pioneer work 
of the N.S.W. Association of Change Ringers, 
Maitland have had their bells rehung on ball 
bearings. I have heard gruesome tales of the 
‘ go ’ of them prior to this taking place. They 
are still far from easy to ring, but for all this 
there is an enthusiastic local band in the 
making, and over 50 per cent, of them are 
ladies. I have accompanied the Sydney people 
on two of their monthly instructional visits to 
Maitland, and can testify to the keenness of 
the resident band, separated as they are by 
over 100 miles from their next ringing neigh­
bours. Here I might add that Maitland bells 
hang in a detached campanile — an unusual 
feature both here and at home.

‘ A MAD L O T ’
What else shall I tell you about ringing 

‘ down under ’ as I have seen it in my com­
paratively short stay? During my first week, a t 
Adelaide. Bill would often say to me, ‘ You 
must think we are a mad lot,’ to which I 
would reply that there’s nothing to choose be­
tween ringers in England and in Australia. 
That answer may sound a double-edged cojn- 
pliment, but it is true. Your ‘ opposite num­
bers ’ out here show the same spirit of good 
fellowship which, in the main, characterises the 
ringing fraternity in England, and they come 
up against much the same problems. Their 
standard, for a small and isolated community, 
I found surprisingly high. They do not yet 
aspire to Surprise Major, but they do ring the 
standard methods and can strike them w ell; 
Stedman Triples presents some difficulty from 
the conductor’s point of view, but this is 
gradually being overcome. At Randwick, St. 
Mary’s, Parram atta and Turramurra they have 
a repertoir of Doubles and Minor methods 
which would put many an English tower, simi­
larly situated, to shame. Handbell ringing also 
has its devotees, especially among St. Mary’s 
boys, and peals of Plain Bob Minor and Major 
have been rung.

I hope I have written sufficient to interest 
any ringer, who has the urge and the means 
to travel, in Australian bells and ringers. If 
you come here expecting to ring advanced 
methods you will be disappointed; but if you 
are content with the standard methods well 
struck, and if it pleases you to see young bands 
striving to perfect themselves and increase their 
knowledge, may I commend Australia to  you? 
For here you will find, as I have' found, good 
bells, good ringing, and good friends.

W A TFO R D . H ERTS.—On Mar. 1st, 1.259 G rand ­
sire C a te rs : Miss A. Bell 1. G . Seaman 2. R . Bell 3.
I. Schoficid 4. A. Dix 5. R. King 6. F. C rook 7. S. 
Hoare (cond.) 8. T. Sheppard 9. H. Schofield 10.
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RINGERS’ RULES (ANCIENT & MODERN)
By ERNEST MORRIS

(Continued from  page 186)

THROUGHOUT the 17th and 18th centuries 
appear rules of varying types, mostly en­

shrined in verse—good, bad and indifferent in 
rhyme and metre—all with the object of en­
suring good behaviour and seemliness in our 
belfries. Many enforce fines for unskilful 
handling of a bell or for bad striking which 
might ' marr the peale ’ ; others for bad be­
haviour in swearing, cursing or drunkenness. 
Most are quaint and all are of interest. One 
of the very earliest examples known to exist is 
painted in red and black Gothic letters on the 
wall over the stairway door in the tower at 
Scotter. Lincs. It runs as follows:—

‘ Yow ringers All 
who heare doe fall 
And doe cast over 
a bell doe forfeit 
to the Clarke theirfore 
A G route I doc four 
tell & if yow 
thinck it be to 
little & beare 
A valliant minde 
Ymore yow give 
Vnto him then 
yow prove to him 
more kinde.’

(North, ‘ Church Bells of Lincolnshire,' p. 602.)
On the west wall of the belfry of DUMMER 

Church. Basingstoke (a building probably as 
old as the 12th century) is to be found the 
following imperfect inscription in the 16th 
century (Gothic) character:—
‘ . Bless the King . . .
To the Sexton thay belong.
pay him tharefore, do him no rong.
Stand from the ringers a  yard at least . . .
26 years pay i do not jest
if any bell you over throw it cost you p . ..  .you
So put o f your hats else pay. . . .’
(The words are given in apparent order, no 
attempt being made to fill in the defective. See 
Briscoe, ‘ Curiosities of the Belfry,’ page 10.)

Verses in the belfry of WESTBURY Church. 
Salop:—

‘ If to ring you do come here, .
You must ring with hand and ear;
And if a Bell you overthrow 
Sixpence to pay before you go.
And if you ring with spur or hat.
There's fourpence more to pay for that. 
And if you either swear or curse,
Twopence is due. draw out your purse.
Our laws are old, they are but few. 
Therefore they ringers will have their due.’ 

Rd. H. S.
One of the best examples to be met with 

comes from HATHERSAGE in Derbyshire. 
The lines were formerly on the south wall of the 
belfry, and date about 1660:—

You gentlemen that here wish to ring.
See that these laws you keep in everything: 
Or else be sure you must without delay,
The penalty thereof to  the ringers pay.
First, when you do into the bell-house come. 
Look if the ringers have convenient room ; 
For if you do be an hindrance unto them, 
Fourpence you forfeit unto these gentlemen. 
Next if you do  here intend to ring.
With hat or spur, do not touch a s trin g :
For if you do, your forfeit is for that.
Just fourpence to pay. lose your hat.
If a bell turn over, without delay,
Fourpence unto the ringers you must p ay :
Or if you $trike, misscall, or do abuse.
You must pay fourpence for the ringer’s use. 
For every oath here sworn, ere you go hence, 
Unto the poor then you must pay twelve- 

pence ;
And if that you desire to be enrolled.
A ringer here, these words keep and hold! 
But whoso doth these orders disobey.

Unto the stocks we will take him straightway : 
There to remain until he be willing 
To pay his forfeit and the Clerk a shilling.’ 

(Walters, ‘ Church Bells of England,’ p. 91.)
With slight variation, the preceding rules were 

adopted a t CHAPEL-EN-LE-FR1TH. Derby­
shire.

Against the north wall of the belfry of 
TIDESWELL Church, Derbyshire, is a set not 
greatly varying from the preceding:—

‘ All gentlemen that here intend to ring,
See that these laws you keep in everything. 
When first you into the belfry come,
See that the ringers have convenient room ; 
For if you be an hindrance unto them, 
Fourpence you pay unto the gentlemen.
For every oath you swear ere you go hence, 
You must immediately pay just sixpence.
For every bell turned ore without delay. 
Fourpence unto the present Clerk pay.
And if that you desirous be to ring 
With hat or spurs on, do not touch one string, 
For if you do your forfeit is for that 
Fourpence pay down, or else you lose your 

hat.
And if you have a mind to be inrold 
A ringer here these orders you must hold.'

(Briscoe, ‘ Curiosities of the Belfry, p. 12.) 
On the wall of All Saints’ Church, STAM­

FORD, Lines, are these lines:—
‘ All you that do pretend to Ring 
You under take a Dangerous thing.
If that a bell you overthrow 
Two Pence you pay Before you go.

1694.’
(North, ‘ Church Bells of Lincolnshire,’ p. 667.)

The following lines are to be seen at 
FOWEY in Cornwall, painted on a board at­
tached to the wall of the ringing cham ber:—-
■ Hark how the chirping treble Sings most 

Clear,
And Covering Tom corn’s rowling in the 

R ear;
We ring the Quick to Church the dead to 

Grave,
Good is our use, such Usage let us have: 
Now up on end a t Stay, come let us see, 
What Laws are best, to keep Sobriety.
To swear, or Curse, or in a Choleric mood. 
To strike or Quarrel, tho he draw no Blood. 
To wear a Hat, or Spur, to ’ore turn a Bell, 
Or by unskilful handling marrs a  Peal,
Such shall pay sixpence for each single Crime. 
’Twill make him Cautious ’gainst another 

time.
What forfeitures are due as here it is exprest 
Here in a Box to take the same when ye have 

transgres’t.
And we the whole Society of Ringers do 

agree.
To use the same in Love and Unity.'

(Dunkin, ‘ Cornwall,’ p. 82.) 
This is from CULMINGTON, Salop :—
‘ Those that heare intend to ringe,

Let them first consider this th in g :
If that they a bell turae ore,
Fourepence to pay therefore:
If any ring with hat or Spur,
Twopence to pay by this o rd e r:
If any chance to curse or sweare,
Fourepence to  pay and eke forbere:
And if they do not pay their forfeits well. 
They shall not ringe at any bell.

—John Burnell, 1663." 
(Briscoe, ‘ Curiosities of the Belfry,’ p. 13.) 

St. John’s Church. CHESTER, is situated on 
the outside of the city walls, but it is the most 
ancient religious foundation there, an old legend 
relating that King Ethelred. who had intended 
such a work, dreamed that he saw St. John the 
Baptist, who told him to commence on the 
spot of ground where he should first see a 
white hind, and that, in consequence, here the 
King erected his church. In 987 Ethelred. Earl 
of Mercia, founded a collegiate church here,

which was repaired in 1057 by Earl Leofric. 
The following ' Ringers’ Rhymes ’ are painted 
in large Old English letters, with ornamented 
borders and cherubs at the corners, and bear 
the date A.D. 1686. Aubrey states that in his 
time it was usual for gentlemen to amuse them­
selves with an hour's exercise at bell ringing. 
This fondness for bell ringing and the constant 
way in which they heard it a t all times gave 
England the name of the ‘ Ringing Isle.’
‘ Ye ringers all observe these orders well.

He forfeits 12 pence that turns off a bell;
And he that doth ring with either spurr or 

hatt,
His sixpence certainly shall pay for that.
He that doth spoile, or doth disturbe a peale
Shall pay his fourpence for a  . . . .of ale :
And he that is heard to curse or swear
Shall pay his 12 pence and forbeare.
These customs elsewhere now be used,
Lest bells and ringers be abused :
Ye gallants then that on purpose come to 

ring.
See that ye coyne along with you do bring.
And further also that if you ring here,
You must ring truly both with hande and: 

eare :
Or else your forfeits surely pay.
And that full speedily without delay.
Our laws is old that are not new.
The sexton looketh for his due. A.D. 1686.’
These ringers’ rules in rhyme are at TONG. 

Salop:—
‘ If that to ring you doe come here,

You must ring well with hand and eare ; 
Keep stroak of time and goe not out 
or else you forfeit out of doubt.
Our law is so concluded here,
For every fault a jugg of beer, 
if that you ring with spurr or hat, 
a jugg of bear must pay for that.
If that you take a rope in hand 
these forfeits you must not withstand, 
or if a bell you ov'rthrow 
it must cost sixpence ’ere you goe.
If in this place you sweare or curse 
Sixpence you pay out with your purse: 
Come pay the clerk it is his fee 
for one that swears shall not go free. 
These laws are old and are not new 
therefore the clerk must have his due.

George Harrison, 1694.’ 
(Walters, ‘ Church Bells of England,’ p. 94.)

(To be continued)

SHEFFIELD & DISTRICT SOCIETY 
Mr. S. F. Palmer Resigns Treasurership

The annual meeting of the Society was held 
at St. John’s, Ranmoor, Sheffield, on March 
14th, and although the attendance on this'very 
important occasion should have been greater, 
it was, nevertheless, a great experience for the 
younger ringers, who were present in great 
strength. Local teams in the city boundary and 
Rotherham area were well represented, and wel­
come visitors included friends from Accrington 
(Lancs) and Epsom (Surrey). The light ring of 
ten bells was kept busy throughout the after­
noon with a variety of methods, including 
Grandsire and Stedman Caters. Little Bob Royal 
and London Major.

Tea was served in the Church Hall, and at 
the business meeting which followed, the chair 
was taken by the Vicar (the Rev. J. H. Pain), 
who gave the Society a cordial welcome to 
Ranmoor. The officers of the Society were 
elected en bloc, with the exception of the 
treasurer, Mr. S. F . Palmer, an old and re­
spected member, who remarked that he thought 
it was time he gave way to a younger man. 
The position was voted to the Assistant Ringing 
Master. Mr. J. J. L. Gilbert, who accepted.

The importance of Sunday service ringing was 
emphasised by the Ringing Master. Mr. N. 
Chaddock. in his report, and at the conclusion 
of a very heavy agenda members returned toi 
the tower. J. E. T.
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LETTERS TO
JUDGING RING ING COMPETITIONS
Dear Sir,—I was interested in your extract 

from the ‘ Irish Bell News ’ on the judging of 
ringing competitions and think that perhaps 
the following comments may be of interest.

I have been judging contests now for quite 
a few years and have yet to discover a unified 
system among the various judges with whom 
I have come in contact. It is the custom in 
these parts to have two judges, and a marker 
to write down the faults, so I have had the op­
portunity of studying the various methods 
adopted. (Each judge judges half the test piece.)

- The collection of fractional faults has al­
ways intrigued me and one ‘ old stager' with 
whom I was once judging a contest said that he 
mentally collected them and called each com­
pleted fault out to the marker !

'  As this seemed to me somewhat haphazard. 
I adopted the following system for these ‘ odds 
and ends.’

I have a piece of blank paper in front of 
me divided by a line down the middle. On the 
left-hand side I jot down the half-faults and 
down the right-hand side the thirds. Quarter- 
faults, after trial. I finally rejected.

[ In the half-fault column I make each pair 
into a cross and in the third-fault column each 
trio into a triangle calling ‘ One ’ as each 
fault is completed, so that they are taken down 
by the marker in the ordinary manner.

5 As gaps are equally a disturbance of the 
rhythm as clips or clashes I make no discrimina­
tion between them and they are faulted accord­
ing to the size of the gap. In any case a  wide 
gap usually causes the bell following to clip 
rather badly.

‘ Jumbling ’ (one or more ringers lost) usually 
accrues faults so rapidly that unless it is very 
quickly corrected the chances of the band win­
ning the contest are somewhat remote.

Here the practice is to call ‘ Two ’ or ‘ Three ' 
for each bad ‘ bang.’ as one assumes that with 
more than three bells out of position the re- 

i maining ringers have very little chance of get­
ting the bells back to place for several more 
changes at least (if at all), by which time the 

f ‘ jumble ’ will have cost at least 20 or 30 faults.
. Acting on a suggestion from one of my co- 

judges, the following method of marking down 
the faults was evolved:—

Duplicated sheets have been prepared on 
which a series of rectangles have been drawn 
corresponding to the number of minutes the 
ringing has progressed. A large stop watch 
is placed before the marker, who usually sits 
on the opposite side of the tabic to the judges, 
and he can, therefore, mark down the faults in 
the appropriate minute rectangle.

He is given two pencils, one red and one 
black, several others being kept in reserve. If 
the triD is a serious one the judge shouts ‘ Red.’ 
and thes ' faults are marked down with the 
red pencil.

The respective bands, who receive these sheets 
after the contest, can. therefore, do a ‘ minute 
to minute ’ analysis of their ringing, comparing 
it with that of other bands and discoverini’. 
Perhaps, that if so-and-so had not missed his 
3-4 down they would have won the contest !

Additional information on the sheet gives 
among other things, the time—in minutes and 
seconds—taken by the team to ring the test 
piece and the average time taken by all the 
bands ringing through- 

Some bands seem to believe that quick ring­
ing brings success. Certainly the nidges have 
to be more alert but I think that if a recordin" 
could be made of rapid ringing and then played 
back to them at a slower speed they would 
realise that many slight variations that might 
otherwise pass unnoticed deserve to be recorded 
on the fault sheet.

There is no real virtue in quick ringing u"- 
less it make for more accurate striking—a moot 
Point.

THE RINGING WORLD

THE EDITOR
Although I have judged and listened to both 

open- and closed-lead contests I have found 
that, generally speaking, the standard of strik­
ing has been higher in the ‘ cartwheel ’ con­
tests. This may be merely coincidental.

On the sheet mentioned above space is given 
for the judges’ remarks and for their signa­
tures. Whether judges should criticise indivi­
dual bells is a much-debated point. Some 
ringers are very temperamental and resent 
pointed remarks about their personal perform­
ances, while others maintain that judges, if 
paying proper attention to fault-finding, have 
no time to single out individual bells. Per­
sonally. I think he would be a poor judge who 
could not recognise which bell, or bells, was 
‘ piling ’em on,' but take great care to make 
my remarks pretty general for all th a t!—Yours 
faithfully,

ONE OF THE JUDGES.
Yorkshire.

FRANK C. W. KNIGHT’S 5,024 BOB MAJOR
Dear Sir.—The above peal, on page 174 of 

‘ The Ringing World ’ of March J3th, is a very 
musical composition, worth ringing and listen­
ing to. but the author loses a few points in 
having a lead in each half with 7-8 reversed 
viz.. at the second bob of the first three con­
secutive bobs B.—Yours sincerely,

Ipswich. W. J. G. BROWN.

BELLS OVER THE TELEPHONE
Dear Sir,—Re J. E. Beams’ letter, ‘ Bells near 

a Telephone Exchange,’ I fear St. Mary’s, 
Ewell, is not unique, for St. Michael’s with St. 
Paul’s. Bath, is a mere ten yards from the city 
telephone exchange, and the bells have been 
heard over the telephone on various occasions. 
—Yours faithfully. E. NAYLOR.

Bath.

THE SEVEN ‘ WILD MEN FROM 
LANCASHIRE ’

Dear Sir.—May I. through your columns, 
take the opportunity of thanking all those kind 
friends who catered for ‘ seven wild men from 
Lancashire ’ attending the Henry Johnson 
dinner.

With the unfailing courtesy of the Midlands 
they struggled to understand these ringers who 
spoke a strange language and referred to sallies 
as tufts, etc. By gow !

Activities commenced with a peal attempt at 
Wednesbury with a 10 a.m. start, about which 
the least said the better. Cambridge was too 
well represented and Oxford not enough !

Eventually arrived and checked in : wash 
and tidy ud and off to snatch the three twelves 
at Birmingham and Aston. Then back for the 
main event of the evening which was thoroughly 
enioyed by all.

Up next morning and away to Wolverhamp­
ton just in time for a course of Stedman 
Cinques, then off fo Willcnhall for Caters and 
a course of Cambridge Major. From there a 
fair run to St. Paul’s, Burton-on-Trent. at
12.15 p.m. we rang for three-quarters of an 
hour on these lovely bells. After dining here, 
returned to ring for afternoon service at Lich­
field Cathedral. What a lovely ring this is, too !

Wending our way northwards we arrived at 
Newcastle-under-Lyme at 5.30 o.m. and finished 
our ringing for evening service. On leaving 
Newcastle we were followed into Manchester 
by a police car believed to contain Harold 
Poole arranging a peal of Minor single-handed 
at the Town Hall ! .

We wish to record our thanks to all who 
made arrangements so well for us. Messrs. C. 
Wallater. H. Knight. K Knowles. B. Key. G. 
Olivei;. our Newcastle friends, who so kindly 
came at 5.30 for our benefit and to all the in­
cumbents who allowed us to use their bells — 
Yours fraternally.

‘ ONE OF THE SEVEN.’
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TONE-DEAFNESS AND STRIKING
Dear Sir,—In reply to Miss Pam Clements' 

question re tone-deafness and striking, I would 
point out that any method could be * tapped 
out ’ on a set of wooden bells and therefore a 
tone-deaf person need not necessarily be a poor 
striker.

As Mr. Birmingham has already pointed out, 
good striking is good rhythm, but I would sug­
gest that the rhythm required is but a repeti­
tion of the simplest form possible and, there­
fore, should be within the scope of us all.

It is my opinion that poor striking may be 
overcome by close co-operation between be- • 
ginncr and instructor.

The beginner should be fully instructed a s . 
to when his bell actually strikes. That is the 
time lag between pull and strike should be un­
derstood. He should be given plenty of 
‘ rounds ’ and ‘ call changes ’ and his attention 
should be drawn to any ‘ clips ’ or gaps ’ that 
may occur. Also, good rounds should be ob­
tained before ‘ Go ’ is called.

The beginner should learn to listen as well 
as to look. He should never refuse the oppor­
tunity to ring, especially with a good band. He 
should attend regularly for practice and service 
ringing and arrive early when the tower cap­
tain could take the opportunity to ring some 
‘ call changes ’ before the more experienced' 
ringers arrive.

The beginner, especially if he is considered 
to be a poor striker, should be given the op­
portunity to ring with a really pood band. He 
would then appreciate good striking and have 
the chance of discovering and rectifying his 
weaknesses. Far too often several beginners are 
allowed to struggle together with the result that 
the experienced ringer finds good striking 
impossible.

In conclusion I will add that I fully ap­
preciate the numerous difficulties confronting 
tower captains and Branch Ringing Masters 
and also that I do not consider myself to be a 
perfect striker.—Yours faithfully.

A H. CROSS.
Old Windsor.

THE DEAN OF CANTERBURY
Dear Sir,—I think it regrettable that anyone 

should use so great a social occasion as the 
Henry Johnson Commemoration Dinner to 
make inappropriate and uncharitable remarks 
about the Dean of Canterbury, which cannot 
do the Exercise any good. I know full well 
some of the Dean’s utterances seem to lack 
justification.

I knew the * Red Dean,’ alias ‘ Mad Dean ’— 
and he will not complain about the latter style 
and title, for he wrote it when autographing 
my copy of his ‘ Socialist Sixth of the World ’ 
when speaking at an Aid to Russia meeting at 
Crewe in the very early days of the last war.

I knew him when he was a greatly-loved 
parish priest of St. Margaret’s. Dunham Mas­
sey. I also remember him speaking at Coppen- 
hall (Crewe) as the then Bishor) of Oxford’s 
messenger during his ‘ World Call,’ somewhere 
about 1920. and have been interested in him 
since.

Whilst there mav be some who would that 
the Red Dean should share the same fate as the 
Archbishop of Canterbury referred to. no one 
can deny that he possesses two of the most 
valuable attributes, courage and sincerity, and 
we can well leave the final judgment to pos­
terity.

I am not a Communist or even a ‘ fellow 
traveller.’—Yours sincerely,

W. FRANK STENSON
Crewe.
Editor's Note.—We can have no reply on this 

subject of wide political controversy. The 
columns of ‘ The Ringing World ’ are strictly 
reserved for ringing, ringers and bells.
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FOR BEGINNERS—AND A WORD TO THE OLDER HANDS
XXXII. HOW METHODS ARE VARIED
A peal of Edmonton Bob M ajor recorded 

some time ago is another reminder that there 
are numerous easy methods which ringers of 
Plain Bob ought to make a practice of ringing, 
by way of variety. In these days there is no 
need for stagnation, for quite a number of 
plain methods (all of which can be found in 
the Central Council’s ‘ Collection ’ published 
a t 3s.) can be learned with comparatively little 
effort.

For instance, this Edmonton Bob. has no 
fewer than seven relatives, the whole family 
being descended from  the same method, and 
if you- can master one member of it, it needs 
only a little study and application to ring the 
rest.

If you ring Bob Major, you know that when 
the treble leads and a bell makes 2nds place 
over it, all the other bells above dodge in pairs. 
In Reverse Bob, instead of making 2nds over 
the treble when it leads, you make 7ths under 
the treble when it lies a whole pull behind; 
and the dodging which you get in Bob Major 
when the treble leads, you have, instead, in 
Reverse Bob when the treble is behind.

When you reverse a method you just sub­
stitute work from behind for work from the 
front, and vice versa. And that is what hap­
pens in  the production of many methods.

Numerous plain methods have as the basis 
of their construction places ‘ made across the 
treble,’ that is to say the bell hunting (up or 
down) in front of the treble stops to make a 
whole pull in some place, steps back across the 
treble, and, making another whole pull in the 
new place, takes up a hunting position behind 
the treble.

This placemaking across the treble neces­
sitates dodging by the bells on that side of the 
‘ place ’ farthest from  the treble. Thus, if the 
places made are 4ths and 3rds as the treble 
goes up, the bells in 5-6 and 7-8 dodge when 
the 4ths is made, and the bells in 1-2 dodge 
when 3rds is made.

Perhaps you will see it better from th is :— 
1 3 2 5 4 7 6 8  
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7  
2 4  13 5 6 7 8  
4 2 3 1 6 5 8 7  
2 4 3 6 1 8 5 7  
4 2  63 8 1 7 5

In regular methods the work in each half of 
a lead is similar, and, if there are places in 
3-4 when the treble goes up, there are places 
in 3-4 when it comes down. And that is just 
what Shipway’s Court consists of. (It is No. 4 
in the ‘ Collection.’)

Its variations can be extended by adding 
2nds at the treble lead, or 7ths when it is 
behind, or both. In actual ringing you get a 
different method because those places in 2nds 
or 7ths add extra dodging to the work. But 
you can realise the relationship between them 
all.

Now if you reverse Shipway’s Court, that 
is. move the places from 3-4 to 5-6 or. in 
other words, do from the back what was done 
in Shipway from the front and vice versa, you 
have a method known as Lavenham Court, and 
to this you can also add 2nds or 7ths or both, 
so that you actually have eight methods of this 
type in their simplest form.

Then, of course, you can join them together 
and have double methods by making places 
both in 3-4 and 5-6 and you get another group 
of four, of which Double Norwich corresponds 
to  Shipway and is varied by the addition of 
2nds or 7ths, or both.

Shipway’s Court would make a simple 
method for a Bob M ajor company to start on. 
Try first to construct a course on paper, by 
writing out the figures lead by lead. In the 
first lead make 4ths and 3rds with the 3rd 
across the treble as the latter goes up through

3-4, and 3rds and 4ths with the 5th across the 
treble as it hunts down through 4-3. This will 
produce 15738264 as a lead head. Make sure 
of this first and the other six leads should 
follow without trouble, if the construction is 
closely followed.

The placemaking bells in the second lead 
will be 7 and 8; in the third lead 6 and 4, in 
the fourth lead 2 and 3, in the fifth lead 5 and
7, in the sixth lead 8 and 6 and in the last 
lead 4 and 2.

When you have written out your seven leads, 
draw a  continuous line from top to bottom 
over one of the figures, say 2 or 8, and you 
will have a  diagram which you can use, not 
only to  ring Shipway’s Court, but which will 
help you in a way we hope to explain later, 
with the other methods. By the way, keep 
your figures in regular column and not too 
close together. The advantage of this you will 
find when you want to use them again 
presently.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION
A very pleasant and successful meeting of the 

Northern Division was held a t Feering on 
March 14th, when members gathered from Hal­
stead, Bocking, Black Notley, Feering, Witham, 
Kelvedon, Felsted, Stisted, Bures, Leytonstone, 
Finchingfield and Chelmsford.

The highlight of the afternoon was the service 
touch rung by eight ladies, this being the first 
time at any Northern Divisional meeting. The 
Vicar remarked there was less shouting among 
the ladies than when the men were ringing.

A t the service the Vicar (the Rev. T. A. 
Everitt) gave an inspiring talk and Miss H . G. 
Snowden played the organ.

Miss Snowden presided at the business meet­
ing and two honorary members were elected. 
The next meeting will be a t Belchamp St. Paul’s 
in May.

It was agreed that all the bells should be 
rung for the Coronation, and at towers where 
there are no ringers visits will be arranged by 
neighbouring towers. During the afternoon and 
evening the bells were kept ringing in a  large 
variety of methods.

SOCIETY OF ROVING RINGERS 
A Week-end in North Somerset

Four members of the Society o f Roving 
Ringers, together with friends from  local towers, 
held an informal ringing week-end, based on 
Long Ashton and Nailsea, on March 14th and 
15th.

Ringing on Saturday commenced on the sixes 
a t Abbot’s Leigh, Clapton-in-Gordano and 
Tickenham, where a  course of London unfor­
tunately came to grief. After lunch, Clevedon 
St. John (5) and St. Andrew (8) were visited, 
and then on to the fine octave a t Yatton, where 
a  good touch of Stedman Triples was rung.

After tea, that outpost of the Chew Deanery 
‘ Empire,’ Nempnett Thrubwell, was visited and 
various Doubles and Minor methods were rung.

On again to Stanton Drew, which was a bait 
for the local ‘ tower grabbers,’ as these bells 
are seldom rung. The reason was soon ap­
parent! The only dispute was whether the fourth 
or the tenor brought one to one’s knees most 
times during a 120. Double Bob Minimus was 
among the methods rung here!

The last tower was Queen Charlton, sound­
ing like the front five of an eight and rung 
from the crossing. The new diffused lighting 
installation was much admired.

Following service ringing on Sunday morning 
a  good 1,440 of Plain Bob Minor was rung at 
Nailsea in the afternoon. A quick visit to the 
disused church with a good ring of six at 
Uphill, near Weston-super-Mare, concluded the 
proceedings.

Ringers from Wraxall, Exmouth, Nailsea, 
Melksham, Locking, St. Albans and Long Ash­
ton formed the main party and others joined 
at the various towers. Methods rung included 
Cambridge Surprise, Kent and Oxford Treble 
Bob and Spliced Plain and Little Bob M inor; 
Stedman Grandsire and St. Clement’s Bob

■ Triples; and a host of assorted Doubles 
methods.

The sincere thanks of the party are due to the 
incumbents for the use of their bells, and to the 
people who met and welcomed them at the 
towers and especially to the Uphill ringers 
for allowing an ‘ invasion ’ of their usual Sun­
day afternoon ringing hour. M. J. H.

ARCHDEACONRY OF HALIFAX GUILD
Replaces Huddersfield and District 

Society
On Saturday, March 7th, the inaugural meet­

ing of the Guild was held at Almondbury. 
Due, probably, to  the fine weather, there were 
plenty of ringers for an early start on this 
musical octave. All ringers were fitted in from 
rounds to  Cambridge before time for service. 
The Rev. A. L. Minns conducted the pleasant 
service, a t which 39 attended.

Owing to  double the estimated number of 
ringers and visitors turning up for tea, two 
sittings were arranged, the bells being kept 
going meanwhile. Credit is due to Mr. Drans- 
field and the helpers for rising to  the occasion.

The business meeting proved to be a  lengthy 
one, attended by 50 or more ringers. Follow­
ing apologies for absence, minutes of last meet­
ing and votes of thanks, the more serious 
business was then discussed. The powers con­
ferred upon the committee in January to draw 
up recommendations for an Archdeaconry 
Society had been carried out. Stage' by stage 
the proposed constitution was put to the vote 
with slight amendments and adopted.

Finally the following was the outcome. The 
body in future shall be known as ‘ The Arch­
deaconry of Halifax Guild of Church Bell- 
ringers ’ to replace the now extinct Huddersfield

District Society. The Guild shall have as its 
ob ject: ‘ To encourage the art of change ringing 
in the service of the Church.’

The Lord Bishop of the Diocese was elected 
president, and the Archdeacon of Halifax, the 
Rev. T. Mathieson. the Rev. K. G. Gates and 
the Rev. A. L. Minns vice-presidents. All 
officers are to be elected annually.

With the exception of an additional auditor, 
Mr. C. Sutcliffe, and a new Ringing Master, 
Mr. J. Pearson, the other officers, including 
chairman, secretary-treasurer, auditor and three 
committee, were re-elected. The subscription 
remains at Is. per year.

The area covered is practically the same as 
previously with a few towers added. It must 
be made clear, however, that there is no desire 
to encroach upon the work of the larger asso­
ciations, but rather to do work in local towers 
which the larger associations cannot do, par­
ticularly in the training of young ringers. 
Seventeen new members were elected. The next 
meeting will be held at Elland on May 2nd.

A welcome was extended to Mr. F. Fisher, 
formerly a  ringer in this district, who was on 
a business visit from St. John’s. Newfoundland.

Further ringing on tower bells until 8.45 took 
place, after which several young members rang 
Grandsire Caters and Cinques on handbells to 
wind up a successful meeting. A. W. B.
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CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD 
Wirral Branch Dinner Attracts 140
The fifth annual dinner, entertainment and 

dance of the Wirral Branch was held, as usual, 
at the Coach and Horses Inn, Moreton, on 
February 28th, from 5.45 p.m. to midnight 
and attracted a record gathering of over 140 
ringers, relatives and friends.

The company was warmly welcomed by the 
Branch president (Mr. J. Cooke), supported by 
the chairman (Mr. W. R. Stanley), hon. sec­
retary and treasurer (Mr. A. J. Martin). Ringing 
Master (Mr. T. Rogers) and Assistant Ringing 
Master (Mr. C. B. Pemberton). Ringers were 
present from Bebington. Bidston, Birkenhead 
(St. Mary’s), Bromborough, Eastham. More­
ton. Oxton, Upton, Wallasey (St. Mary’s and 
St. Nicholas’) and West Kirby.

Guest of honour was the Rev. Kenneth Lee, 
newly appointed Rector of Heswall (late Vicar 
of St. Mary’s, Birkenhead), and it was regretted 
that his wife was prevented by indisposition 
from being present He was asked to convey 
members’ best wishes for her speedy recovery 
and a bouquet of flowers for her was presented 
by Wirral’s youngest ringing recruit. Miss Ethel 
Pemberton. '

After the excellent meal ‘ brevity and levity ’ 
was the order of the day for the speechmakers. 
On behalf of committee members a presentation 
was also made to Mesdames A. E. Webster and
C. Pemberton for their repeated kindnesses and 
generous gifts to help make the functions so 
successful.

Immediately the tables were cleared the com­
pany relaxed and whilst the meal was digesting 
were entertained by the extraordinary miming 
of Molly and Syd Coglan. interspersed by songs 
by Miss Marjorie Jones (soprano) accompanied 
by Mr. R. Davies. The company then ad­
journed to the private lounge whilst the ball­
room was cleared for dancing. The orchestra 
Was duly installed and dancing continued until 
midnight.

Late transport was provided and all were 
oonveyed safely home by devious routes, al­
though it is rumoured that certain ringers from 
an outlying Anglo-Saxon hamlet, whose church­
yard yew tree is mentioned in the Domesday 
Book, thought that they had embarked on a 
mystery tour and had bedded down for the 
ngnt only to be rudely awakened by the driver 
on reaching their respective homesteads.

From comments it would appear that all 
Present thoroughly enjoyed the function, which 
has since by many been voted the best ever. 
Jj* fact a suggestion has been broached for a 
further ‘ do ’ in the autumn as part of the 
Coronation celebrations.

Northwich Branch
.Twenty-one ringers and their wives attended 

Lne meetinB of the N r>lh,virh Branch at Hart- 
j°rd on March 7th. The bells were rung up in 
I*3' at 3.15 p.m. and call changes, Grandsire, 
rlatn Bob. Kent. Cambridge and London were 
[unR before tea. Local ringers provided the 
JL3 which was served bv their wives in the 
Church Hall.

,A short business meeting followed during 
Jnich local arrangements for ringing for the 
coronation were discussed. Mr. J. Ashmole 
was accorded a warm welcome to the meeting.

At 6.30 p.m. Canon Cheetham, president 
w  the Branch conducted a service which was 
followed by further ringing of call changes, 
je n t  and Oxford Spliced. Grandsire and Lon­
don Surprise. A most successful meeting was 
brought to a close by a good ‘ fall * at 8 p.m.

Towers represented were Davenham, Weaver-
*>am, Witton, Great Budworth and the local 
•ower with a visitor from Crewe.

THE RINGING WORLD

‘ T H E  C A N T E R B U R Y  P L E A S U R E  ’
As a  result of an article entitled ‘ The Can­

terbury Pleasure ’ which appeared in ‘ The 
New Yorker ’ magazine during January, the 
secretary of the Central Council, M r. E. A. 
Barnett, sent a letter of amplification, which 
appeared in a subsequent issue, and this has 
brought several interesting letters. One was 
from a Mr. Rodney O. Unz, of Highfield Farm, 
Sharin, Connecticut, who has just purchased a 
set of ‘ carillonic bells.’ rung electrically from 
a small manual, for his Episcopal Church in 
Sharon, and who asked for a copy of ‘ The 
Ringing World ’ and for details of books on 
ringing. Another, from two members of the 
Department of Mathematics, Cornell Univer­
sity^ Ithaca. New York, was as follow s:—

‘ I was very interested to read your letter in 
the February 28th “ New Yorker. Two of us 
in the Mathematics Department at Cornell, Pro­
fessor Walker and myself, have for some time 
been interested in change ringing, having read 
through Troyte and Banister, which are the only 
books on the subject available in our library. 
We suffer from not being able to hear changes 
rung, and would appreciate it if you could list 
in more detail than your published letter the 
names and locations of churches near to us 
where change ringing is practised.

‘ We have, for our own amusement, been 
working for some time on the construction of 
a mechanical and electrical change ringer which 
will play peals of anv length in Doubles. 
Minors, Triples and Majors, by any of the 
standard methods. We are afraid that this 
effort will shock all practitioners of the art, 
but let us reassure you that we have decided, if 
we ever finish the contraption and decide to 
patent it, to assign all rights to  some organisa­
tion like your own, in order to prevent future 
demons from tainting the art by such methods. 
Incidentally, we would be interested to  know 
if any such device has been encountered pre­
viously in the history of change ringing.

‘ We would also like to know where we can 
obtain an octave of handbells, and annroxi- 
mately what the cost would be. We would also 
appreciate receiving a copy of your publica­
tion. “  The Ringing W orld,” since we are 
seriously considering subscribing to it.

‘ Hoping to  hear from you in the near 
future, and with many thanks for your kind 
attention, I  am,

Yours very truly,
JACK KEIFER.’

Mr. Barnett has replied to these letters, giv­
ing the available information. In the case of 
the above letter, it is most interesting to  specu­
late on how Troyte and Banister—the latter a  
rare book—came to be in the University library, 
and further news will be awaited with interest.

PEAL AT K IN G ’S BROMLEY
Dear Sir,—With reference to the peal of 

Doubles rung at King’s Bromley on September 
6th, 1952, described as in five methods.

This was described as containing one ex­
tent of St. Dunstan’s, this extent being rung in 
the Gloucestershire manner, which, as has been 
pointed out in previous correspondence in * The 
Ringing World,’ is not really St. Dunstan’s at 
all but Grandsire with extremes. The correct 
description of the peal should be as follows 
(which has been accepted by the Society for 
the Archdeaconry of Stafford):— A peal of 
Doubles in four methods comprising: Six ex­
tents of April D ay; six extents of Reverse St. 
Bartholomew; nine extents of Plain Bob; eleven 
extents of Grandsire (one extent with ex­
tremes); five 240’s (Morris’s arrangement).— 
Yours faithfully,

JOHN R. JOYNER. '
Rugby.

205

M E T R O P O L I S  S U R P R I S E  
M A X I M U S

By A. YORK-BRAMBLE
1234567890et

213547698e0t 3T
12537496e8t0 X
2157394e6t 80 3T
251793e4t608 14
5271394e6t80 X
521793e4t608 12
25719e3t4068 5T
52791et30486 36
5729e 13t4068 14
75921et30486 X
7952e 13t0846 I49T
9725e31t8064 58
927e53t 10846 16
29e7351t8064 X
92e753t 10846 34
297e35t01486 7T
2793et504168 18
7239te051486 X
2739et504168 34
7293te054618 9T
792t30e45681 10
97t2034e6518 X
9t 702436e581 10

t9074263e851 9T

t094762e3815 10
0t4967e28351 X
04t69e782315 10
406te9872135 9T
046t9e781253 34
40t6e9872135 X
4tOe68971253 18
t4e086917523 7T
4te068195732 34
t40e86917523 X
t048e6195732 16
0t84e 1697523 58
08t41e967253 149T
804te1692735 X
840t 1e96725? 14
4801te692735 36
8410t6e29375 5T
84016t2e3957 12
4810t6e29375 X
41806t2e3957 14
148602t3e597 3T
4168203t 5e79 X
14628305t7e9 3T
142638507t9b 12

BOB 164238507t9 b

First rung a t Leicester Cathedral on Feb. 26th, 
1953, conducted by Harold J. Poole.

ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD
The March meeting, favoured with spring­

like weather, was held at Penn on the 14th. 
A  stranger standing in the vicinity of of St. 
Bartholomew’s Parish Church and looking over 
the well-known Penn Common to the unspoilt 
countryside stretching away to the south-west, 
would find it difficult to realise that he was 
only 2 \  miles from the centre of Wolver­
hampton.

This meeting had all the requisites necessary 
for an enjoyable time—pleasant surroundings, 
an easy-going ring of eight bells, a well-attended 
service in a fine old church, an interesting ad­
dress by the Vicar and an excellent tea kindly 
provided by the local band. The Vicar of 
Penn, the Rev. T. O. Boulton, and his organist, 
ringers and their ladies are to be congratulated 
and thanked on their efforts towards the suc­
cess of the meeting at which 69 ringers and 
friends were present.

Ringing during the afternoon and evening 
was under the direction of Mr. Maurice Tur­
ner. Ringing Master.

The next meeting of the Society will be at 
Mavesyn Ridware on May 9th. when it is hoped 
to run a coach from Wolverhampton.
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O B I T U A R Y
MR. J. H. BLAKISTON

AN APPRECIATION 
The obituary of Mr. J. H. Blakiston in ‘ The 

Hinging World ’ of March 13th reminded me 
of my associations with him in the early 1900’s. 
At that time the bells a t Saltburn-by-the-Sea had 
fallen into disuse through lack of ringers, and 
a new curate, the Rev. R. L. B. Oliver, himself 
a  keen ringer, undertook to get the bells going 
again. He got together a band of learners, of 
whom I was one, and secured Mr. Blakiston’s 
services as coach. The latter came over from 
Middlesbrough every practice night, and in a 
comparatively short time, with the help of the 
few old ringers left, the eight bells were being 
rung for the Sunday services again.

1 was surprised to  read that the majority of 
Mr. Blakiston’s peals were rung for the Cleve­
land and N orth Yorkshire Association. At the 
time I refer to the leader of that Association 
was the late Mr. Tom Metcalfe, while Mr. 
Blakiston was the local leader of the Yorkshire 
Association (Northern Section). There was great 
rivalry between these two associations and their 
officials resembled the Jews and Samaritans in 
that they had no dealings with one another. I 
have a lively recollection of a ringing meeting 
o f the Yorkshire Association held a t Saltburn, 
which both Mr. Blakiston and Mr. Metcalfe 
attended, and the refusal of these two gentle­
men, the principal conductors present, to speak 
to one another caused some embarrassment to 
the local officials responsible for running the 
meeting. G . A. PECK.

Rugby.

MR. THOMAS W ERRETT
Hertfordshire, and indeed the whole Exercise, 

has suffered a severe loss by the death of Mr. 
Thomas Werrett, which occurred rather sud­
denly at his home at Letchworth on March 10th. 
He had been in poor health for some years.

Tom was born at Bristol 65 years ago and 
as a young man worked as a miner in Mon­
mouthshire. While there he was taught to 
ring by Mr. J. Jones and rang several peals on 
a cover bell at Bedwellty Parish Church. He 
later moved to Letchworth with his family dur­
ing the trade slump of the middle thirties.

The nearby Church of St. Nicholas, Norton, 
soon benefited from his being a member of 
the Church Council; his insistence that a be­
quest for the bells, by a late resident, should 
be applied to rehanging the old chime of three 
for ringing in a frame of six was successful 
and the work was carried out early in 1940.

He then set about the task, with the blessing 
of the then Vicar, Canon J. H. Bailey to  raise 
the money for three more bells which he not 
only did, but got enough for two extra to make 
the octave. Messrs. J. Taylor and Co. again 
carried out a first-class job, the bells being 
dedicated in 1946.

He then created local interest in a ringers’ 
gallery and a sound-deadening floor under the 
bells. The money was soon forthcoming and 
the work was duly carried out. Had "he lived, 
his next interest would have been a clock and 
Westminster chimes on the bells.

With his two married sons he built up a mixed 
band of young and enthusiastic ringers. His 
granddaughter, Ivy Werrett, was elected to the 
Herts County Association at the Norton meet­
ing only a few weeks ago.

Although he raised so much money from 
other sources he was a  very generous and 
sociable companion and enjoyed being in the 
company of ringers chatting on matters relating 
to ringing.

He was laid to rest close to the tower at N or­
ton on March 14th, the Rev. G. G. S. Ken­
yon officiating. The local band rang the bells 
half-muffled before and after the service and a 
course of Grandsire Triples was rung round the 
open grave by members of the Norton and 
Baldock bands.

fContinued in next column)

N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini­
mum 3s. '

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

DEATHS
COX. — On March 22nd, 1953, a t Green 

Banks, West Hill, Ottery St. Mary, Gertrude 
Emily Mary, dearly loved wife of the Rev. 
Prebendary E. V. Cox. 2329

ELKINGTON, SARAH ANN.—On Tuesday, 
March 10th, 1953, at 24, High Street, Anstey, 
near Leicester, passed away, aged 86 years. 
Mother of R. F. Elkington and grandma of 
Ralph Elkington. 2332

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
The address of Mr. R. J. BOWDEN is now 

20, Oakfield Grove, Clifton, Bristol 8. 2317

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
LLANDUDNO.—Vacancies for Easter and 

onwards. Full board 16s. per day. Close to sea, 
bowls, tennis, golf and buses.—Mr. and Mrs. 
L. S. Griffiths, Maesteg, Clarence Road, Llan­
dudno, Tel. No. 7271. 2341

PUBLICATIONS
‘ ST. M ARTIN’S YOUTHS,’ by Edgar C. 

Shepherd. A survey of this ancient Society 
from 1755 to 1846, with index to John Day’s 
‘ Memoirs.’ Post free Is. 6d. from the Author,
2, Witley Avenue, Solihull, Birmingham. 2304 

‘ BELLS OF ALL NATIONS ’—An encyclo­
pedia of bells of all types the world over. 
Profusely illustrated. Price 21s. direct from the 
author, Ernest Morris, F.R.Hist.S., F.R.G.S., 
M.R.S.L., The Verger’s Lodge, St. Margaret’s 
Vicarage, Leicester. 2329

‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 
NORW ICH,’ by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post 
free from the author, St. Clement’s Rectory,
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the bells 
of one of England’s most historic cities, well 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic­
tures. Second edition, much im proved; no in­
crease in price.

(Continued in previous column)
A large number of floral tributes were re­

ceived from the family, friends, local organisa­
tions and ringers. Other towers were well re­
presented at the service.

Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime;
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time.

H. S. BONNETT.

GLOUCESTER & BRISTOL ASSOCIATION
The spring quarterly meeting of the Swindon 

Branch was held at fiighworth on March 14th 
and visitors attended from Chippenham, 
Gloucester. Fairford. Liverpool and Worcester. 
At the business meeting Coronation ringing was 
discussed and it is hoped that a few ringers will 
be available to assist undermanned towers in 
the Branch on Coronation Day.

It was proposed that meetings be held at 
Blunsdon. Malmesbury and Bishopstone during 
the next three months. Methods rung ranged 
from Grandsire Triples to Cambridge Major.

MISCELLANEOUS
RING ING W EEK IN  SUFFOLK.—Several 

ringers invited to complete party for week July 
25th to August 1st. Standard methods plus. All 
replies answered. Details from Box 2328, 
‘ Ringing World,’ c/o Woodbridge Press, Ltd., 
Guildford.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Southern District.—Outing, Saturday, June 27th, 
in Essex and West Suffolk. Maximum cost, in­
cluding dinner and tea, 25s. To secure seat 
10s. 6d. deposit. Further particulars from A. F. 
Udall, The Archway, St. Luke’s Street, Chelsea, 
S.W.3. 2334

EXTRA COPIES — It is an advantage if 
those requiring extra copies will send their 
orders at the time copy of peals or quarter 
peals is submitted.

PEAL CARDS can now be ordered at 5s a 
set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order 
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

MEETINGS
DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Derby 

District. — Monthly meeting at Duffield (10 
(note the change of venue) on March 28th at
3 p.m. Names for tea to P. H. Whitaker, High­
field Lawn, Highfield Road, Derby. 2297

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD —Farn- 
ham District. — Combined practice at Farn- 
borough (6) on Saturday March 28th, 6 p.m. to
9 p.m.—G. S. Joyce, Dis. Sec. 2289

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 
Northern District.—Stevenage, March 28th. Tea
5 p.m. Names to W. Lawrence, 97, Letchmore 
Road. N o tea shops near. Special m ethod: 
Little Bob. 2287

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —E. Berks 
and S. Bucks Branch.—Meeting at Horton (6) 
on Saturday, March 28th, at 6 p.m. Subscrip­
tions now due.—A. D. Barker, Cambridge, 
Wexham, Slough. 2317

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND 
YOUTHS.—Meeting at Harlow Common (Pot­
ter Street), Saturday, March 28th. Bells 2.30-
4.30. Tea, Queen's Head, near Harlow T o w n  
Church, 5.15. Meeting and ringing to follow- 
Visitors welcome.—K. Matthews, Hon. Sec.

2286
SOUTHWELL GUILD. — Nottingham Dis­

trict.—Meeting at Stapleford. March 28th (note 
advanced date). Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Please 
make own arrangements for tea. 2313

W INCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD. 
—Winchester District.—Practice meeting, Spar- 
sholt, March 28th. Bells (5) 2. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5.15 in Woodman Inn. 2283

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD —Southern 
District.—Saturday, April 4th, Long Compton 
(6), 3 p.m., and service and tea. Whichford 
after 6  p.m. All welcome. Names for tea to 
Miss H. Purkiss, 61, Deppers Bridge, Southam, 
Rugby. 2322

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Blackburn 
Branch.—Meeting a t Hoddlesden on Saturday, 
April 4th. Tower open at 3 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. 
Meeting to  follow.—Charles W. Blakey, Branch 
Sec. 2326

WOBURN, BEDFORDSHIRE.—The Rector 
and churchwardens of St. Mary the Virgin’s (8, 
24} in D) extend a hearty invitation to all 
ringers to their tower on Easter Eve, Saturday, 
April 4th, 1953. Ringing commencing a t 3 p.m. 
Tea, obtainable a t nearby cafe, 5 p.m. Choral 
Evensong (shortened) 6 p.m.. a t which your 
attendance is requested. Ringing after service 
until 9 p.m.—Ronald J. Sharp. 2285
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BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSO­
CIATION.—The annual general meeting will be 
held in Bath on Easter Monday. Service 12 
noon at the Church of St. Michael with St. 
Paul (near G.P.O.). Lunch, by ticket, at the 
Christopher Hotel (near the Abbey). Business 
meeting to follow. Early application for tickets 
is desirable. Towers open before service: Twer- 
ton (8) 10.30-11.30; St. Matthew's (6) 10.30- 
11.30; St. Michael’s (8) 11-11.55. Details of the 
nine other towers available after the meeting 
will be announced.—J. T. Dyke, Chilcompton, 
Bath. 2320

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
meeting, Bedford, Easter Monday. Lunch (5s.) 
at 1 p.m. at the Dujon Restaurant, High Street, 
will be followed by the business meeting. 
Ringing at Biddenham 10.30-12; St. Paul’s, 
Bedford, 10-12.45, 3-5 and 6 p.m. onwards ; St. 
Peter’s, Bedford, 10.30-12.30 and 2-4. Names 
for lunch, in writing, please, by April 2nd, to 
Michael Stephens, 24, Durler Avenue, Kemp- 
ston, Bedford. 2307

CUMBERLAND & N. WESTMORLAND 
ASSOCIATION. — Annual general meeting, 
Easter Monday, April 6th, at Egremont. Ser­
vice 3.30. Tea 4.30. followed by meeting. 
Names for tea by April 1st to  Mr. A. Eilbeck,
2, South Street, Egremont.—J. W. Brownrigg, 
Hon. Gen. Sec. 2339

DEVON GUILD.—East Devon Branch.— 
Sidbury, annual, Easter Monday. Service 4.15. 
Tea after. Names, not later than March. 31st, 
to Mr. Denner, 4, Hillside.—J. Arbury, Hon. 
Sec. 2296

EAST DERBYS & NOTTS ASSOCIATION. 
—Annual meeting, Easter Monday, April 6th. 
Tibshelf (6). Bells 2 p.m. Servioe 4.30 p.m. 
Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea not later than Wed­
nesday, April 1st, to Mr. T. Radford, 64, High 
Street, Tibshelf, Derbys. 2336

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
general meeting at Cambridge, Easter Monday, 
April 6th. Bells, R.C. (8) 11-1, St. Bene’t ’s (6)
11.30-12.30 and 2.30-3.30, St. Andrew’s (8) from
1 onwards, Chesterton (6) 2-3. Service, St. 
Andrew-the-Great, a t 4, followed by tea and 
business. All towers open afterwards.—W. W. 
Cousins, Gen. Sec. 2316

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION.—Annual meeting at Glouces­
ter on Easter Monday in St. Mary-de-Crypt 
School Room, Southgate Street, at 2 p.m. 
sharp. Divine service at Cathedral 4 p.m. 
evensong. Bells available: Barnwood (8) 10- 
U.30 a.m .; St. Mary-de-Crypt (8) as required 
jrom 10 a.m .; Cathedral (8) 11 a.m .-12 noon. 
Lunch (limited number) 12.45 p.m. 5s. Tea at 2s. 
Per head at Saracen’s Head. Eastgate Street, 
"ames for lunch and tea. not later than Mon­
day, March 30th.—F. Skidmore, 80, Carlyle 
Road, Greenbank, Bristol 5. 2310

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Annual 
H'eeting. Canterbury, Easter Monday. Service 
® Cathedral 12 noon, followed by lunch and 
Meeting in Drill Hall. Other particulars pre- 
jiously advertised. If not already done so, order 
unch tickets NOW.—G. H. Spice, Hon. Sec.

2325
Ke n t  COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—Annual 

“ feting. Canterbury.—All applications, with re- 
®'ttance, for lunch tickets, members 3s. 6d.. 
non-membcrs 5s. 6d„ must reach me by Monday 
P in in g . March 30th—F. M. Mitchell, 114, 
Un Lane, Gravesend. 2323
LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH ASSOCIA­

TION.—Annual meeting, St. John’s, Cardiff. 
Easter Monday. Bells 1.30. Service 3 p.m. 
*ea and business to follow. Important busi- 
JU8-—F. J. Hannington, 32, Surrey Street, Can- 
,0n Cardiff. 2299

No r w ic h  d i o c e s a n  a s s o c ia t i o n  —
gjjnuai general meeting. Easter Monday, April 

at Norwich. Lunch, Mancroft Youth Cen-
12.45 p.m. Admission only by ticket, which 

Ust be ordered, enclosing remittance, 4s. each.

NEXT W EEK’S PUBLICATION 
Next week ‘ The Ringing World ’ goes 
to press one day earlier because of Good 
Friday. The very latest time for re­
ceiving Notices is first post Monday 
morning. Subscribers will receive their 
copies on Thursday.

before Wednesday, March 25th, to help caterer. 
Business meeting after lunch. Bells available: 
Mancroft (12), St. Giles (8) and St. George 
Colegate (6) 10-11.30 and after business meet­
ing; St. Miles (8) and St. John-de-Sepulchre 
(8) after business meeting. Standing Committee,
11 a.m., Mancroft Vestry. Service 11.30, 
preacher the Rev. Henry Lillingston, Rector of 
Marsham. No unofficial ringing during busi­
ness meeting. Remittance for lunch, before 
March 25th, to Rev. A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. 
Sec., 3, Colegate, Norwich. 2293

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Annual meeting, Eas­
ter Monday, Ipswich. Bells 12, 8, 6 and 5,
10 a.m. to 12 noon, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. Com­
mittee meeting, St. Mary-le-Tower, 11 a.m. Ser­
vice, St. Lawrence’s, 12.15. No lunch. Busi­
ness meeting 2 p.m., St. Stephen’s Hall.—C. 
W. Pipe, Easta, Grundisburgh. 2316

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—North Western 
District.—A meeting will be held at All Saints’, 
Kingston-on-Thames, on Easter Monday, April 
6th. Bells (10) 3 p.m. also Esher bells 
(8) 1.45 to 2.45. Tea in Church Hall 5 
p.m. Notice for tea, by April 2nd, to F . E. 
Hawthorne, 39, Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton. 
—R. Lathbury, Hon. Dis. Sec. 2312

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — 
Annual meeting at Worcesteer on Easter Mon­
day, April 6th. Special service in All Saints’
11 a.m. General business meeting in College 
Hall at 12 noon prompt. Coffee obtainable in 
College Hall 1-2 p.m .; bring own lunch sand­
wiches. Tea (2s. 6d. per head) arranged at 5 
p.m. for all who notify me before Wednesday, 
April 1st. Bells available: All Saints’ (10) 10-11 
a.m. and from 6 p.m. Claines (10), St. John’s 
(8), Kempsey (6), all 2.30-4.30 p.m .; Cathedral 
(12) 6-7.15 p.m.—J. D. Johnson, Gen. Sec., 
Sedgeberrow, Evesham. 2288

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION (Southern 
District), SHEFFIELD DISTRICT SOCIETY, 
LADIES’ GUILD (Yorkshire District).—Joint 
meeting, Rotherham Parish Church, Easter 
Monday, April 6th. Bells (10) available from
1.30 p.m. No tea laid on, but British Restaurant 
and others open. Business meeting in the belfry
6 p.m. 2340

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual 
meeting, Derby, Saturday, April 11th. Com­
mittee, 3.15 p.m., St. Peter’s Parochial Hall. 
Service, 4.30 p.m., Cathedral. Tea and general 
meeting, 5 p.m., Cathedral Diocesan House. 
Ringing arrangements: St. Andrew’s, 10.30
a.m.-12.30 p.m .; St. Luke’s, 2 p.m.-4 p .m .; St. 
Peter’s, 3 p.m.-4.15 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.-8 p.m .; 
Cathedral, 3 p.m.-4.25 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.-8 
p.m. Names for tea to Mr. P. H. Whitaker, 
Highfield Lawns, Highfield Road, Derby. 2335

DEVON G U IL D —South-West Branch.— 
Quarterly meeting. Lifton, April 11th. Bells
2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Names for 
tea, by April 7th, to T. G. Myers, 79, Regent 
Street, Plymouth. 2290

ESSEX ASSOCIATION—South-West Divi­
sion.—Quarterly meeting. Stanford-le-Hope (8), 
April 11th. Bells available 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Names for tea to A. G. Hammond, 7, 
Webster Road, Stanford-le-Hope. 2319

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — An­
nual general meeting, Guildford, Saturday, April 
11th. Bells of Cathedral Church, St. Mary's and
S. Nicolas' open 2.30. Service, St. Mary’s, 3.30.
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Tea and business meeting, S. Nicolas’ Hall,
4.15. Numbers for tea to be sent to me by 
April 7th, please.—G. L. Grover, Hon. Sec., 
Lucerne, Epsom Road, East Clandon. 2325

HALIFAX ASSOCIATION —Quarterly meet­
ing and contest, Mirfield St. M ary’s, April 11th. 
For teas, please notify, by April 4th, A. Robin­
son, 17, Sackville Street, Ravensthorpe, Dews­
bury.—A. Farrand, Hon. Sec 2292

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — Ton­
bridge District. — Meeting at Hadlow (8) on 
April 11th a t 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. Names 
for tea to R. A. Whitehead, 19, Deakin Leas. 
Tonbridge, by April 8th. 2328

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Banbury 
Branch. — Quarterly meeting, Lower Heyford, 
April 11th. Service 4. Tea. Rousham (6) even­
ing.—E. Pearson, Adderbury West, Banbury, 
Oxon. 2324

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD — 
Kettering Branch.—Quarterly meeting at Cran­
ford (6), April 11th. Names for tea Tuesday 
previous to B. S. Cope. 181, Station Road, 
Burton Latimer. 2338

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD — 
Rutland Branch.—Oakham (8), Saturday, April 
11th, a t 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. 
Names for tea to  be sent to me by Tuesday, 
April 7th.—E. E. Gibson, Hon. Branch Sec.. 
Estean, Market Overton, Rutland. 2331

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. — West 
Dorset Branch.—Meeting a t Hawkchurch, April 
11th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Names 
for tea by Monday, April 6th, to J. Barrett, 22, 
Proutbridge, Beaminster. 2321

SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION—Annual general 
meeting will be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
G reat Western Road, Glasgow, on April 11th. 
Ringing from 2.30. Names for tea by April 
8th to E. A. Stafford, .16, Tabard Road, Glas­
gow.—Rognvald Wilson, Hon. Sec. 1995

SOUTHWELL GUILD.—Annual meeting, 
Retford, April 11th. Ringing at St. Swithun’s 
(10), East Retford, West Retford (6) and Ordsall 
(6) from 2.30-8. Service St. Swithun’s 4.15. 
Own tea arrangements; numerous cafes. Busi­
ness meeting, St. Swithun’s, 6 p.m.—J. W. 
Raithby, Gen. Sec. 2322

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Sudbury and Lavenham 
Districts.—Joint meeting, Acton, Saturday, April 
11th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Names for tea 
to Rev. R. T. Lambert, The Vicarage, Acton, 
Sudbury, Suffolk. 2324

SWANSEA AND BRECON GUILD. — 
Northern Section. — Quarterly meeting, Llan- 
figan, April 11th, rearranged to coincide with 
induction of Rev. H. M. Hughes. Tea and 
meeting after service. Names.—W. Smith, Pen- 
bont Road, Talgarth, Brecon. 2327

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH GUILD. 
—Winchester District.—Quarterly meeting, New 
Alresford, April 11th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service
4.15. Tea 5 in Horse and Groom. Business 
meeting follows. Names by previous Tuesday 
to Mr. J. A. C. King, 29, Fox Lane, Stanmore, 
Winchester. 2331

GUILD OF CLERICAL RINGERS. — 
The annual business meeting will be held at 
Hendra’s Hotel, Carbis Bay, Cornwall, on Wed­
nesday, April 15th, at 8 p.m., to elect officers, 
including a new secretary-treasurer, and com­
mittee, choose a centre for next year’s tour, etc. 
—E. V. Cox, West Hill, Ottery St. Mary, Devon.

2318

WAVENDON, BUCKS.—The restored and 
augmented ring of six bells will be dedicated by 
the Lord Bishop of Oxford on Saturday, April 
18th, at 3 p.m. AH ringers and friends wel­
come. Please notify for tea the Rev. Elliot 
Wigg, Wavendon Rectory, Bletchley. 2318

(Continued from previous page)
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NOTICES—Continued
OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—The dedi­

cation of the Canon Coleridge Memorial will 
take place on Saturday, May 2nd. 1953. Service 
in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, a t 3 p.m. 
A good attendance of choristers is desired at 
the service. Will choristers please notify Mr. F . 
Sharpe, Derwen, Launton, Bicester, Oxon,.who 
will supply details of music and reserve seats in 
the choir. Tea at the Forum Restaurant, High 
Street, 5 p.m., 2s. Applications for tea to the 
General Secretary with remittance not later than 
April 28th.—W. Hibbert, Gen. Sec., Wayford, 
London Road, Basingstoke, Hants. 2330

A N C I E N T  SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 
YOUTHS.—Preliminary notice.—Summer meet­
ing, Liverpool, Saturday, May 9th. Details 
later. Names to A. B. Peck, } ,  Eversfield Road, 
Reigate. ' 2342

GING WORLD March 27, 1953

ail Saints' Doubles
T h is  m e th o d  i s  b e in g  r u n g  i n  c h u r c h e s  a l l  
o ve r  th e  c o u n tr y .  W e l l  o ve r  tw o  h u n d r e d  

co p ie s  h a v e  n o w  been so ld .
H A V E  Y O U  H A D  A  C O P Y  Y E T ?
I f  not send for one now to
W . H . Cavill, H igh Street, A shcott, Bridgwater, 

Somerset
Price 6 d .  post free. E x tra  oopies 4 d . each

M A K E R S  O F  F IN E  Q U A L IT Y  G O O D S  
F O R  O V E R  2C0 Y E A R S

F o r your
BELL ROPES & CHURCH FLAGS

w rite  to
J O S E P H  B R Y A N T  L IM IT E D
95. O L D  M A R K E T  S T R E E T . B R IS T O L  2 

Tel. 24026
Y o u r  e n q u ir ie s  w i l l  be w e lco m ed

5LLE
MAJOR METHODS . .  .. 

COLLECTION OF COMPOSI­
TIONS (MAJOR) ...................

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 
-METHODS . .  . .  

TABLE MINOR
3 0 D S \ ...........................
J&, RINGING ON HAND-

3JPAND TRANSPOSI-

T H O IJ^ E E T S — ...................
imbridge' Surprise Major

Double Norwich ...................
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 
Bristol Surprise Major 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . .  . .  
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B...............................
DOUBLE NORWICH COURT

BOB CATERS ...........................
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc.............................
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES— 

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (3 copies for 3/3) 1 2 

(New Edition)

Post free from 
MISS P. J. AYRIS,

10, Sherwood Close, Launton, Bicester. 
Oxon.

2 9

3 6

1 2

4
6
6
4
6

1 0

1 2 

1 2

THE WORLD’S BEST 
BE1,I .ROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-stretcbing

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL M UFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to  8 bells 4 /6  : :  4 to 6 bells 2/6 
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham,

Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick's, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

MUFFLERS : :  RIN G IN G  MATS : :  M ATTING : :  FLAG LINES : :  ETC. E T C

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages;
31-

• GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 
pages; 3 /4  

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. TroUope; 150 
pages: 2/10 

STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edition. 
Letterpress 2/6. Diagrams 195JI re­
print 2 /6  .

•TREBLE BOB.’ Out o f print, being 
rewritten.

•SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt o f postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD. BANK™L° LEEDS’ 4
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and" 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

Printed fo r the Proprietors by the W oodbriuge Press. L td., G uildford, and Published by the Rolls H ouse Publistuag Co., L td ., Breams Buildings, London, E.C .4.


