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&  CHERTSEY’S FAMOUS ABBEY BELL
W I L L I A M  S H E P H E R D

E rco n w a ld  jou rneyed over the rough lands  
id e  'the T h a m e s in  a  tw o-w heeled, h orse-draw n cart  

. 'to a  ̂Ch ertsey little m ore than a  lo w -ly in g , desolate  
m arshy w aste, closed in  b y  a  w ide sweep of the river. Soon  
w is  erected the m onastery founded b y  F rith w a rd , an d  St. 
E rco n w a ld  becam e the first abbot. In  8 7 1 the D a n e s in  
their V ik in g  ships cam e up  the T h a m e s, lan d ed  at W e y -  
bridge and proceeded to C h e rtse y  A b b e y , w hich  they p lu n 
dered and destroyed. A  second p illa g in g  took place in  
1 0 1 0 , a n d  w hen it  w as re b u ilt ea rly  in  the 12 th  century the 
scheme p ro b a b ly  in clu d ed  a bell tower and a bell. D u rin g  
the a b b a cy  of Jo h n  de U s k  ( 1 3 7 0 -1 4 0 0 )  it is recorded that 
the b e ll tower fell in  ru in s, a  loss regarded as irreparable. 
T h a t  a  new bell tower w as b u ilt  c irca  1 3 7 0 -1 3 8 0  is  borne  
out b y  the ‘ A b b e y  ’ b ell, w h ich  is still in  use at the P a rish  
C h u rc h , a  b e ll bearing the m a rk s of the ea rly  W o k in g h a m  
fo u n d ry abo ut the year 13 7 5 .

T h is  b e ll was known, as the ‘ P a rd o n  ’ b ell, an d  w as tolled  
to c a ll w orshippers to a  p rayer to the V ir g in  M a ry , w hich  
preceded the reg ular service. Its in scrip tio n  is in  crow ned  
L o m b a rd ic  ca p ita ls, ‘ O R A  M E N T E  P I A  P R O  N O B I S  
V I R G O  M A R I A  ’ (P ra y  w ith p io u s m in d  for us O  V ir g in  
M a ry ). B e lls  w ith a ll crow ned ca p ita ls are few and fa r be
tween, b ut there is  also one at D o rchester A b b e y , although  
the in scrip tio n  is  different. A t  the D isso lu tio n  in  1 5 3 7  the 
bell su rvived  destruction, a n d  for the p ast 4 1 5  years has  
been in  the tower of the P a rish  C h u rc h  an d  is  the 5th  o f a  
good octave.

T h e  A b b e y  b e ll of Ch ertsey becam e fam ous on acco u n t  
of the story first told b y  A lb e r t  Sm ith  in  h is ‘ B la n ch e  
H e rio t ’ and afterw ards related in  b a lla d  form  b y  C liffo rd  
H a rriso n  in  h is  ‘ Le g e n d  o f C h e rtse y.’ I t  becam e very  
p o p u la r esp ecially  the oft-repeated w ords, ‘ C u rfe w  sh all 
not rin g  to -n ig h t.’ T h e  story tells of C ro m w e ll’s tim e w hen  
a yo ung soldier w as condem ned to die, an d  the tim e o f h is  
death w as fixed ‘ at the tolling  o f the curfew .’ T h e  soldier  
(B a s il U nderw o o d) w as soon to have  m a rrie d  a  b eau tifu l 
la d y  (B la n ch e  H e rio t), w hom  he h a d  lo ve d  for som e tim e. 
L o v in g  h im  ardently, she h a d  used her utm ost efforts to 
avert h is  fate, p lead in g  w ith the Judges an d  even C ro m w e ll 
him self, b u t a ll  in  v a in . In  her desp air she tried to brib e  
the o ld  sexton not to ring the b e ll, b u t she fou nd this im 
possible. T h e  h o u r drew  near for the execution, a n d  the 
prep aratio ns were com plete. T h e  officers o f the law  brought

forth their p riso ner a n d  w aited w hile the sun w as setting  
for the sig n al from  the distant b ell tower. T o  the w onder  
o f everybody it d id  not rin g , but o nly one person at that 
m om ent knew  w hy. T h e  p oor g irl herself, h a lf  w ild  w ith  
the thoughts o f her lo ver’s p eril, h a d  rushed unseen up the  
w inding stairs a n d  clim b ed  the la d d e r into the b elfry  loft 
to seize the tongue of the bell.

T h e  o ld  sexton w as in  h is  p lace  p ro m ptly. H e  threw h is  
w eight up on the rope, an d  the bell, obedient to h is p ractised  
h an d s, swung to and fro in  the tower. B u t  the b rave g irl 
kept her h o ld  an d  n o  sound cam e from  the b ell. A g a in  
a n d  a g ain  the sexton drew  the rope, b ut w ith desperate  
strength the yo ung heroine still held  on, every m ovem ent  
m a k in g  her p o sitio n  m ore fearful, for every sw in g , o f  
the b e ll threatened to sw ay her through the h ig h  tow er 
w indow s. B u t  she d id  not let go.

A t  la st the sexton went aw ay. B e in g  o ld  an d  deaf he  
h a d  not noticed that the b e ll gave forth no sound. T h e  
b rave g irl descended from  the tower, w ounded a n d  
trem bling. She h u rrie d  from  the C u rfe w  to the p lace  of 
execution. C ro m w e ll w as there, an d  w as ju st sending to  
dem and w h y the b e ll w as s i le n t :

She saw  h im , and her brow ,
L a t e ly  w hite w ith sickening horror,
G lo w s w ith hope an d  courage now.
A t  h is  feet she to ld  her story,
A n d  her sweet yo ung face still haggard,
W ith  the an g uish  it  h a d  w orn,
T o u ch e d  h is  heart w ith sudden p ity ,
L i t  h is  eye w ith m isty  lig h t  
4 G o , y o u r lo ver liv e s,’ crie d  C ro m w ell.
‘ C u rfe w  sh a ll n o t rin g  to -n ig h t.’

T h is  legend is  based on a  s im ila r  in cid en t reputed to  
h ave taken p lace  in  the W a r  o f the R o ses. T h e  nam e o f  
the yo ung m a n  in  the poem , B a s il  U n d erw o o d , w as a ctu a lly  
N e v ille , the nephew  o f E a r l  W a rw ic k , ‘ the K in g  M a k e r .’ 
E v e n  C h ertsey  C h in c h  co u ld  h a rd ly  have  been the scene, 
for in  1 4 7 1  the bell w as still at the A b b e y . T h e  re al nam e  
o f the la d y  seems to be unknow n, so we m u st still c a ll her  
B la n c h e  H e r io t  in  a  reconstructed version of the events, a  
version w h ich  we as ringers w ou ld  prefer to accept m ore  
read ily .

W h en  N e v ille  saw  the B attle  of B arn e t w as going against  
h im , a n d  h is uncle h a d  been k ille d , he fled, realisin g  that  
the L a n c a stria n s  were so u n d ly defeated. N e v ille  hoped to 
escape to F ra n c e , b u t he ve ry  m u ch  w anted to see h is  la d y  
lo ve, B la n c h e  H e rio t, before d o ing so. H e  w ent out o f h is
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w ay for this purpose, but som e of K in g  E d w a rd ’s p artisans  
recognised him . H e  secured h is interview  w ith B la n c h e , and  
the lea ve-ta k in g , though it seem ed short, m ust have taken  
a  co nsiderable tim e. T ra c k e d  b y his enem ies, breathless  
an d  spent, he m anaged to reach the A b b e y  Sanctuary, yet 
refuge was denied h im . A fte r forcing an entrance, the 
A b b o t co uld  not w ithstand the- fierce determ ination of the 
bloo dthirsty m o b, and N e v ille  was sentenced to be executed  
w ith in  24 hours.

H is  C h ertsey friends took im m ediate counsel how  to 
save h im , and the o nly hope N e v ille  h a d  was th at he h ad  
p revio u sly  shared w ith his uncle the enjoym ent of R o y a l  
favo u r. H e  w as the possessor o f a ta lism an  rin g , an d  if  it  
co u ld  reach the K in g , he stood a  good chance o f escaping  
the sentence. H is  friend, a yo ung doctor, w illin g ly  und er
too k the m ission and w ent to W in d so r early  in  the m orning.

T h e  hours w ore on and d a y  began to fade. Soon it  
w anted but a few m inutes to the fatal hour, an d  B lan ch e  
H e r io t  a n x io u sly  w atched for the return o f the m ission. 
H o p in g  against hope, she w as gladdened w hen she heard  
the news that the rid ers were crossing L a le h a m  ferry. 
K n o w in g  that they had still to traverse the A b b e y  m eadow s, 
there arose the feeling that the jo u rn ey m ight h ave  been in  
v a in , also that the pardon m ight arrive  too late. B lan ch e  
had  a sudden in spiratio n , and m ade her w ay to the A b b e y  
tower just before the ringer of the C u rfe w  w as expected to 
a rriv e . H e r  schem e was to delay the ring ing as lo ng as p o s
sib le , so, after m ounting the first ladder, she threw  it dow n  
a n d  continued this process till she reached the bell. She 
caught hold of the clap p er and clung to it firm ly w hen it 
b eg an  to sw ay with the p u ll of the rope below. W hen the  
rin g e r w ent to investigate w hat was wrong with the b e ll he  
fo u n d  the ladders out of position, and it took h im  som e  
tim e to get things right. T h is  delayed h im  sufficiently to 
enable N e v ille ’s rescuer to produce the K in g ’s p ardon, and  
can cel the p reparatio ns m ade for the execution at 8 p .m ., 
w hen the C u rfe w  w as due to be rung.

TWELVE BELL PEALS
HALIFAX, YORKSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sal., Nov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 52 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . J o h n ,
A PEAL OF 5280 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAXIMUS 

Tenor 28 cwt. 14 lb. in D.
H enry  O. B aker . .  ..Treble \ J ohn  W orth
F red  D u nk erley  . .  . .  2

‘ Ba s il  J on es  . .  . .  . .  3
J am es F ernley  . .  . .  4
W il f r e d  Stev e n so n  . .  5
J o h n  E. B ibby  . .  . .  6

L e s l ie  W . G. M o rr is  
P eter  L aflin  . .  
J o s e p h  W . W h itt a k e r  
R alph  G. E d w a r d s  . .  
E d w a r d  J e n k in s

J o hn  F reem an  . .  ..Treble
R aym ond  F . S m it h  . .  2

• A rcher T . L o w m a n  . .  3
J ack L . M il l h o u s e  . .  4
Sy dney  A . C h am bers . .  5
W alter T o m l in so n  . .  6 

C o m p o sed  by J .  W . P arker.

• H erbert L o w m an  
J ohn  A. F reem an 
J o h n  W alden  

• G e o ffr ey  M . M ayer 
H . L e s l ie  P ask 

• P eter  N. Bo nd

7
8 
9

10
11

Tenor
Composed and Conducted by L e s l ie  W. G . M o r r is .

• First peal on twelve bells. First peal of Surprise on the new 
bells, and first in the method to be rung in this tower.

A wedding compliment to  M r. Walter Allman and Miss May 
Fletcher.

LINCOLN.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Nov. 17, 1952, in 3 Hours and 31 Minutes.
I n St . H u g h ’s  T o w e r  in  t h e  C athedral C h u r c h  o f  t h e  Bl e s s e d  

V irgin  M ary,
A PEAL OF 5021 ERIN CINQUES 

Tenor 24 cwt.
7
8 
9

10
11

Tenor
Conducted by J ohn  F r eem an . 

* First peal in the method. Ringers of 4. 8 and 9 have now rung 
peals of Erin Triples. Caters and Cinques. The first peal of Erin 
Cinques by all, and for the Guild. Rung for St. Hugh’s Day.

TEN BELL PEALS
DERBY.

THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sal., Nov. 8, 1952, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes.

A t  t h e  C athedral C h u r ch  o f  A l l  Sa in t s ,
A PEAL OF 5077 STEDMAN CATERS 

Tenor 19 cwt. 1 lb. in D flat.
W alter P. W h ite h ea d  . .  6 
D f.n is  R. C arlisle  . .  7 
A lbert E. T h o m pso n . . .  8 
H arold T aylor . .  . .  9 
C harles W . W alklate . .  Tenor 

by W alter P. W h ite h ea d .
Rung to mark the 25th anniversary

W h ita k er  
I .  T iv ey

• P h il ip  H.
• K athleen  

F rancis R. L o w e  . .
J ack B ailey . .  . .

• J o s e p h  A. C onstant

Composed and Conducted 
* First peal of Stedman Caters

. .Treble 
. 2 
. 3 
. 4 
. 5

of the Hallowing of Derby Cathedral and for the Feast of All Saints.

BANBURY, OXFORDSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 25 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a ry ,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL 
Tenor 17 cwt. 1 qr. 9 lb. in E.

• E d w in  G. M oore . .Treble W illia m  C. P orter . .  6 
• W ill ia m  Y ates . .  . .  7 
• E dgar J. Sm it h  . .  . .  8 
• G eorge W . H olland  . .  9 

W alter F. J u d g e  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by W alter F. J udge.

H erbert  H .  A l ex a n d e r . .  2 
F rank  P . W r ig h t  . .  . .  3 
P eter Border  . . . .  4 

• E d m u n d  E .  P earson  . .  5 
Composed by W il l ia m  P y e .

• First peal of Cambridge Surprise Royal.

ROCHESTER, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sal., Nov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 27 Minutes.
A t th e  C athedral C h u r ch  o f  C h r is t  and t h e  B l e s s e d  V iroin  M ary, 

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL 
t Tenor 30 cwt.
• P e ter  F. Borer . .  ..Treble  

H erbert  E. A u d s l e y  . .  2
R a l ph  B ir d  ...................  3
G eorge  K e nw ard  . .  . .  4 
G eorge A . N aylor . .  5 

Composed by G . H. C r o s s .

• V ictor  A. J arrett . .  6 
C y ril  S. J arrett 7
Ben ja m in  A. B aker . .  8 
G eorge J .  Butcher  . .  9 

+ F rederick  J .  C u l lu m  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by C y ril  S. J arrett.

' First peal of Royal, t  First peal of Plain Bob Royal. First peal 
of Royal as conductor.

Rung as a 21st birthday compliment to Peter F. Borer.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
CARBIS BAY, CORNWALL.

THE TRURO DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sal., Nov. 1, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes. 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in ts ,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES

Tenor 9J cwt.
D e n n is  R oe ...................... 5
C le m e n t  W . J o s e  . .  . .  6 
G e o f f r e y  W . T a y so m  . .  1 
A. H u b e r t  E p l e t t  ..T en o r

Parker’s Twelve-part.
A lan C arveth  . .  ..Treble  
R e v . A . S. R oberts  . .  2 

•M r s . A . S. R oberts  . .  3 
J am es  P. Bl ond  . .  . .  4

Conducted by R e v . A. S. R o berts .
* 125th peal.
Rung on All Saints’ Day for the Patronal Festival, also to msrk 

Duke of Edinburgh's visit to West Cornwall two days previously.

NETHERSEALE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE M IDLAND COUNTIES GUILD 

On Tues.. Nov. 4, 1952, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes. 
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  P e te r .

A PEAL OF 5040 LITTLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 7 lb. in G.

J on e s  . .  ..Treble  F rn est  M orrisSid n e y  H  
♦M r s . S. H . J o n e s  . .  . .  2 

E r n e st  W . Beadsm oore  . .  3 
W il l ia m  F. W o o d w a r d . .  4 

Composed by N . J . P it s t o w .
* First peal in the method.

J o s e p h  W m . C otton  
J ohn  U nd erw ood  
R oland  Ben isto n  . I B  
Conducted by R oland  Benistcn

5
6 
7

Tenor
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HETHERSETT, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Nov. 7, 1952, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . R e m ig iu s ,

A PEAL OF 5088 OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 9 cwt. 74 lb. in G.

N o la n  G o lden  . .  ..Treble  i W il l ia m  L o v e ...................  5
• G e o r g e  H. M oore . .  2 j C harles H. M oore  . .  . .  6 

C e d r ic  C u rson  . . . .  3 j A rth u r  G . B ason . .  . .  7
R a y m o n d  G . L o fty  . .  4 , G eorge Sa y e r ......................Tenor

Composed by  J o s e p h  W . P arker. Conducted b y  N o la n  G o ld e n .  
•  First peal in the method.

DERBY. '
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sal\, Nov. 8, 1952, in 3 Hours and 9 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  A n d re w ,

A PEAL OF 5056 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 18 cwt. 2 qr. 23 lb. in E.

G o r d o n  A. H alls . .  ..Treble  H arold T aylor . .  . .
tSAMSON WALKLATE 

•fJACK B ailey  
I F ran cis  R. L o w e  . .

5
6 
7

Tenor

• D e n is  R. C a rlisle  . .  2 
W alter P. W h ite h ea d  . .  3 
A lbert  E . T h o m p so n  . .  4 

Composed by G . L in d o f f . Conducted by W alter P. W h it e h e a d .
* 50th peal together, f  First peal in the method, t  100th peal for 

the Association. 30th anniversary of the conductor’s first peal of 
London Surprise Major. First peal of London Surprise Major in 
Derby. A welcome to the Rev. Martin Pierce.

DEVIZES, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 3 Hours,
A t t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . J o h n ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part.
W il l ia m  G . M o r t im e r  ..Treble  
P ercival  W . J . H a r d in g . .  2 
L aurence E . H it c h in s  . .  3 
Stanley  R. C o ck ell  . .  4

Conducted by S id n ey  G. G rant.
* First peal of Triples ‘ inside.’

* J  ack L ucas 
F r ed erick  S . Slatford  
Sid n ey  G . G rant . .

Tenor 19 cwt. 
. .  . .  5

J ohn  R om ain  ...................Tenor

FRODSHAM, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r ch  o f  St . L aw rence ,

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 12J cwt.

C e c il  R addon  ......................Treble j H arold W orrall . .  . .  5
M r s . C. K. L e w is  . . . .  2 ! O s w a l d  C laybrook . .  . . 6
F re d e r ic k  J ackson  . . . .  3 j H enry  P a r k e r ................... 7
J ohn  Scott  ................... 4 ' H arry W . H ow ard  . .  . .  Tenor
Composed by W. N ic o l ls . Conducted by H arry W. H ow ard .

Rung to celebrate the wedding of May Fletcher and Walter Allman, 
who were married this day at All Saints’ Church, Runcorn.

HARLOW COMMON, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary M agdalene,

A PEAL OF 5184 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR
In eight methods, being 1,536 Rutland; 768 each London and Ealing; 
576 Bristol; and 384 each Cambridge, Superlative, Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire, with 138 changes of method. Tenor 12 cwt.
T hom as G . F ox  ..Treble  F rank V. G ant . .  . .  5
M r s . R . F . D eal . .  . .  2 C harles E. W ill m in g t o n  6 
D a v id  W . Beard . . . .  3 J oh n  F .  G rove  . .  . .  7 
F rederick  W . H o u sd en  . .  4 J ohn  H . C ram pio n  . .  Tenor 

Composed and Conducted by D a v id  W . B eard .
First peal of Spliced Surprise Major in eight methods by all the 

band and for the Association.

MONKS-KIRBY, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 3 Hours and 15 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . E d it h .

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 24J cwt.

K . M ary C o w ley  . .  ..Treble  
W ill ia m  J .  C h e st e r  . .  2  
H erbert  H . A lexander  . .  3 
F red erick  C . C ase  . .  . .  4

E r nest  L in es  
W ill ia m  Y ates . .  
T hom as  E . R oberts  . .
G eorge W . H olland  . .  Tenor

'Composed by  J . R. P ritchard . Conducted b y  G eorge  W. H o l la n d .

NETHERTON, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

On M on., Nov. 10, 1952, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r ch  o f  St . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5008 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. 3 lb .
..Treble  W ill ia m  D a v ies  . .  . .  5

2  A l fr ed  C . Boxley  . .  . .  6
3 R o d erick  J .  L ees  . .  . .  7
4 H ow ard  H o w e ll  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by C l if f o r d  S k id m o re .
‘ inside.’

Rung as an 80th birthday compliment to Mrs. F. Guestford (mother- 
in-law of W. Davies). A birthday compliment to Mrs. J .  Hicks, and 
a wedding anniversary compliment to Mr. and Mrs. S. Prestidge.

E rn est  S t itch  
C l if f o r d  Sk id m o r e  

" D a v id  M . L e e s  . .  
H enry  H ubball  . .  

Composed by  G e o . H u g h e s . 
* First peal in the method

BLEWBURY, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Tues., Nov. 11, 1952, in 3 Hours and 2 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . M icha el-and-A l l -A ngbls, 

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Tenor 19i cwt. 

D v r . C . A l d r id g e , R.A.S.C. 5

D v r . R. B. Blo n d , R.A.S.C. 6 
Sp r . J . Berry , R.E..............  7

P t e . C . C o rd ero y , R Berks Tenor

Taylor’s Six-part.
*G nr . R. H . C ord ero y ,

R.A. Treble 
tPT E . E. J. G race, O.B.L.I. 2 

C p l . A. R. G re en o u g h ,
R.A.F. 3 

D v r . C . C ord ero y , R.A.S.C. 4
Conducted by D v r . R. B. B lo n d .

* First peal, f  First peal ‘ inside.’
Rung half-muffled in remembrance by ex-Servicemen of the 1939-45 

war.

GUILD FORD . SURREY.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.

On Wed., Nov. 12, 1952, in 3 Hours and 12 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C athedral C hurch  o f  t h e  H oly  T r in it y ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Tenor 23 cwt. 3 qr. 8 lb. in D.

W il l ia m  H ibbert  . .  . .  Treble
R aym ond  G .  Burton  . .  2
M ich a el  V. C h ilc o tt  . ,  3
J ohn  E . C h ilc o tt  . .  . .  4

C harles W . M unday  . .  5
J ack R . W orrall . .  . .  6
F red erick  A. M unday  . .  7
C o l in  A. H o p p e r  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by J. W . W a shbrook . Conducted by F r e d k . A. M unday .

NOTTINGHAM .
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD 

On Thurs., Nov. 13, 1952, in 3 Hours and 4  Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  St . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 20 cwt. 3 qr. 2 lb. in E.

F re d e r ic k  A . Salter  ..Treble  
" M r s . M . I. P a ilin g  . .  2 

G eorge  E .  P adgett  . .  3 
M iss S. P . M . L e w in  . .  4 

Composed by H. T u c k er .
* First peal of Major.
Rung as an 84th birthday compliment to  Mr. J. Mottershead, of 

Wilmslow, Cheshire, father of the 7th ringer.

H erbert L e w in  . .  . .  5
P eter  N i x .................. 6

D e n is  M ottersh ea d  . .  7 
J . K en neth  W agstaff  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by F re d e r ic k  A. Salter.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
New Installations Repairs : Maintenance 

E stim ate s and A d v ic e  F re e  

J O H N  S M I T H  & S O N , M id la n d  C lo c k  W o rk s, D E R B Y ,  L T D .
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W HITW ICK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Nov. 14, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  J o h n - th e - B a p t i s t ,

A PEAL OF 5056 LYME SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt.

H o r a c e  O . O v e r  . .  ..Treble  J ohn  A. U nd erw ood  
M r s .  H . J .  P oole  . .  . .  2 
H arold  J .  P oole  . .  . .  3 
C .  W ill ia m  H all  . .  . .  4 
Composed by E. W . T ip l e r .

M ichael  E . Brow n  
J ohn  B . B ennett  
R oland  B en ist o n

5
6 
7

Tenor
Conducted by H arold J .  P o o le . 

First peal in the method by the Guild and by all the band. A birth
day compliment to  J .  Frederick Milner.

ABERAVON, GLAMORGAN.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat., N ov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 8 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Sir A. P. Heywood’s Transposition. Tenor 16J cwt. in E flat.

R obert E . C o l es  
E d m u n d  J .  M o rris 
A l ber t  J .  P itm an  
T o m  P e tty

5
6 
7

Tenor

A l f r e d  H a nnington  . .Treble 
J. A r t h u r  H oare . .  . .  2 

• T rev o r  M. R o d erick  . .  3 
G w y n  I. L e w is  . .  . .  4

Conducted by A l ber t  J. P it m a n .
* Has now rung each bell to a peal.
Rung as a compliment to Railway Inspector A. J. Pitman on his 

retirement at the age of 65 years.

BIDDENDEN, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., N ov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in ts ,

A PEAL OF 5152 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR
Comprising: 1,280 each of London, Cambridge and Superlative, and 
1,312 of Bristol, with 112 changes of method and with all the work 
of the four methods for each bell. Tenor 23 cwt. in E flat.
• P e te r  D . H u c k st e p p  
•W il f r e d  W . R in g  . .  
•A lbert J .  L a n c efield  

F r e d k . G .  H u c k st e p p

. .Treble | M ark W . M arshall . .  5
2 ‘ {T h o m a s  C u l lin g w o r th  6
3 M ark S . L a n c efield  . .  7
4 ’ H arry P arkes . .  . .  Tenor 

Composed by A . J. P itm a n . Conducted by M ark S . L a n c efield .
• First peal of four Spliced, t  First peal of Spliced Surprise. { 200th 

peal. First peal of four Spliced as conductor. First peal of 4 Spliced 
on the bells and in the district.

BUXTED, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

. On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M argaret, Q u e e n ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 16£ cwt.

H enry  N . V aughan . .  ..Treble  
A rthur  F. L e w ry  . .  . .  2 
R ich a r d  D . D iv a ll  . .  3 
A r chibald  G . G r im  wo o d  4

E rn est  J .  L add  . .  . .  5
E d w ard  E a d e ......................  6
F red erick  J .  L am bert , ju n . 7  
W il l ia m  A . K it c h e n s id e  Tenor

Arranged and Conducted by A rt h u r  F. L e w r y .
Rung as a golden wedding compliment to the conductor’s parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. G . P. Lewry. Also as a  birthday compliment to the 
conductor.

CHESTER.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 10 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary-w it h in -t h e -W alls ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 14 cwt.

E l iza beth  M. R obin so n  Treble 
Betty  G r if f it h s  . .  . .  2 
E r ic  H ornby  . .  . .  . .  3 
Sh ir l ey  G o l d in g  . .  . .  4 
Composed by J .  R . P ritch a rd .

D ouglas W . K ir k pa t r ic k  5 
C l if f o r d  W . S h a w  . .  . .  6 
W il l ia m  A llm an  . .  . .  7  
F rank T. P arry . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by F rank T. P arry .
A birthday compliment to the ringer of the 4th.

DARESBURY CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r ch  o f  A ll S a ints ,

A PEAL OF 5120 DARESBURY IMPERIAL BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt. 1 qr. 5 lb.

D e n n is  H . B. M il l w a r d . .  5 
G eorge  H . R andles . .  6  
J o h n  W. G r if f it h s  . .  . .  7 
P ercy  Sw in d l e y  . .  . .  Tenor 

Composed by A. P . H e y w o o d . Conducted by J ohn  W. G r if f it h s . 
TTie first peal in the method (C.C.C. No. 218).

J .  B e njam in  B u d d  . .  ..Treble  
R. G ordon  C orby  . .  . .  2 
N orah M. B ibby  . .  . .  3 
J o hn  W . Be s t ...................... 4

EGLOSHAYLE, CORNWALL.
THE TRURO DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . C onan ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part. 
Stew a r t  J .  R o binson  
R e v . A . S. R oberts 
C l e m e n t  W , J o s e  . 
M r s . A . S. R oberts

Tenor 12 cwt. 1 qr. 25 lb. 
..Treble  j J am es P . Blond  . .  . .  5

2 I A. H ubert  E pl e t t  . .  . .  6
3 j D e n n is  R o e  ......................  7
4 1 J a m es C. N orthey  . . . .T e n o r  

Conducted by R e v . A. S. R o b e r t s .
Rung on the 100th birthday of Mrs. M. F. Harris, of Glencoe, 

Wadebridge.

FARNHAM  ROYAL, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., N ov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
J. J. Parker’s Ten-part (No. 6). Tenor 12 cwt. 1 qr. 16 lb. in F  sharp.
W il l ia m  H en le y  . .  ..Treble
J o h n  M . E l l w o o d  . .  . .  2
E d w a r d  A rm str o n g  . .  3
M ich a el  H a tchett  . .  . .  4

W ill ia m  W ell in g  . .  5
W ill ia m  B irm in g h a m  . .  6
W ill ia m  Bu tler  . .  . .  7
D a v id  H . P earce . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by W il l ia m  B u t l e r .

FRAMSDEN, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GU ILD .

On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes, 
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5056 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 16 cwt. in F.

L e s l ie  C. W ig h tm a n  ..Treble  
L e s l ie  G. Brett  . .  . .  2 
F rank  R u f f l e s  . .  . .  3 
A lbert  E .  W h it in g  . .  . .  4 
Composed by G. L in d o f f .

E rn est  E. G r im e s  . .  . .  5 
R u s s e l l  P arker . .  . .  6 
W alter R u f f l e s  . .  . .  7 
W alter W . M ill er  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by L e s l ie  G. B r e t t .

LOUGHTON, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., N ov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t .

A PEAL OF 5088 OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 19J cwt.

J ohn  S itc h  ......................Treble
• D erek  R i l e y ...................  2

R obert  C . H ea zel  . .  3 
P eter  J .  E v e s ......................  4

A lbert  P ryke . .  . .  5 
• H arry T urner  . .  . .  6 

Bertram  C. H in e s  . .  7  
• D e n is  A. S. Sy m o n d s  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by H arry T urner.Composed by J. W. P arker .
• First peal of Oxford Major.
Rung in honour of the birthday of H .R.H . Prince Charles, Duke of 

Cornwall.

NORTH BRADLEY, WILTSHIRE.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., N ov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . N ic h o l a s ,

A PEAL OF 5088 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
C.C.C. No. 22.
M r s . D ora E vans  . .  ..Treble
F rank  A . P enn  . .  . .  2
L aurence E . H it c h in s  . .  3
M a urice  H e l p s  . .  . .  4

Tenor 13 cwt. in F. 
P ercival  W . J. H ard ing  5 

•W ill ia m  C . W e s t  . .  6 
G eorge  J. H a w k in s  7 
E ric  N a y l o r ...................... Tenor

Composed by G eorge  H a w k in s . Conducted by G eorge  J. H a w k in s .
* 200th peal. Arranged and rung as a wedding compliment to Mr. 

Jack Hunt, a local ringer, and Miss Joan Johnson, who were married 
this day at this church.

OSWALDTWISTLE, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., N ov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 49 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  I m m a n u el ,

A PEAL OF 5*24 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 11 cwt.

‘ J ean D a w so n  . .  ..Treble
A r th u r  T o m lin so n  . .  2

tBRiAN A . T o m l in s o n  . .  3
C harles W . Blakey  . .  4

C harles C legg  . . . . .  5 
E r n est  J. G o w er  . .  . .  6 
V ictor  J. C . W ood  . .  7 

I L aurence J. W il l ia m s  . .  Tenor
Composed by S ir  A. P. H e y w o o d . Conducted by A rt h u r  T om lin so n . 

* First peal, t  First peal in the method ‘ inside.’
Rung in honour o f the birthday of H .R.H. Prince Charles, Duke 

of Cornwall.
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OXHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sal., Nov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M a t t h e w ,

A PEAL OF 5152 ADELAIDE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 8 cwt. 1 qr. 15 lb.

C . E d w a r d  L ankester  . .Treble 
R ich a r d  F .  B . Sp e e d  . .  2 

• A nne  B. Sp e e d  . .  . .  3 
F red erick  W . B rin k l o w  4

F ran cis  K ir k  ...................... 5
A lIck  C u t l e r ...................... 6
C . E dw a r d  J e f f r ie s  . .  7 
H arold  G . C a shm ore  . .  Tenor

Composed by J. W . W ashbrook . Conducted by R ichard  F. B. Sp e e d .
* 25th Surprise Major method for a peal. The first peal in the 

method.
ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX.

THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sal., Nov. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 19 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . D e n y s ,
\  PEAL OF 5056 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 23 cwt. 23 lb. in D.
Betty  M . V id le r  ..Treble
R obert T . L am bert . .  2
J ohn  O. W eller  . .  . .  3
D o r is  E. C olgate . .  4

‘ T h om as  E . Sone  . .  . .  5
R obert  C o l l in s  . .  . .  6
M alcolm  S . C l o k e  . .  7
S. G e o ffr ey  W aters . .  Tenor

Composed by H. J .  P o o le .  Conducted by T h om as  E. So n e .
* 475th peal.
Arranged and rung as a golden wedding compliment to Mr. and 

Mrs. G. P. Lewry, parents of one of the local ringers.

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
RUGELEY, STAFFORDSHIRE.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.
On Thurs., Sept. 25, 1952, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . A u g u s t in e ,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES

Being 42 different extents, comprising 1 each of Kennington, North- 
repps, St. M artin’s and Old Doubles, 3 each of St. Simon’s, April 
Day and Reverse St. Bartholomew, 4 each of Plain Bob and Chase,

6 of Stedman, and 15 of Grandsire (7 with extremes).
Tenor 9 cwt. (approx.).

D a v id  W . B a r r ...................Treble
C e c i l  A. B ra s s  . .  . .  2 
J o h n  H. J o y n e r  . .  . .  3

J o h n  R . J oyner . .  . .  4 
J o hn  A. T o w n s e n d  . .  5 

• E r ic  E d g in to n  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by J ohn  H . J o y n er .

• First peal. First peal in 11 methods by all the band, on the bells, 
and for the Society.

Rung to welcome the Rev. G. W. Woodward as assistant priest to 
the parish.

IBSTOCK, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THF. LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sal., Nov. 1, 1952, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . D e n y s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being *ne extent each of Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble Bob, 
Kent Treble Bob, St. Clement’s, Double Court, Single Court and 
Oxford Bob. Tenor 12} cwt.
B rian  H o den  ......................Treble I W il l ia m  T . G oadby . .  4
A r t h u r  E. R o w l ey  . . . .  2  | J o h n  A. U n d e r w o o d  . .  5
C . W il l ia m  H all . .  . .  3 R o land  Be n is t o n  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by A rthur  E. R o w l e y .
Rung for the Festival of All Saints.

WINTERTON, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., Nov. 2, 1952, in 2 Hours and 44 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  A ll  Sa in ts ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Seven different extents. Tenor 8 cwt.

G e o f f r e y  E. L arner ..Treble  I R onald  G. L arner . .  4
D e n n i s  W .  G reen  2 G eorge  R . P o w l e s  . .  . .  5

• R o n a l d  G . M oore 3 R obert E. W o o d h o u se  . .  Tenor
Conducted by R obert E. W o o d h o u se .

* First peal.
Rung for the Patronal Festival.

THURLASTON, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On M on., Nov. 3, 1952, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes.
A t  th e  C h urch  o f  A l i  Sa in t s .

A PEAL OF 5040 KENT TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents. Tenor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 3 lb. 
■•Fred erick  W atson  . .  ..Treble  I E r n e st  M o r r i s ...................... 4

H a r o l d  K i l b y  . . . .  2  | J o s e p h  T aylor . .  . .  5 
G e o r g e  P i c k e r i n g  . . 3  W. A r t h u r  R id d in g t o n . . Tenor 

Conducted by W. A rthur  R id d in g t o n .
Rung for the Patronal Festival.

GILLETT
A N D

JOHNSTON
L IM IT E D

N o  m a tte r  in  w h ic h  c o r n e r  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  you 

h a p p e n  to  b e , as l ik e ly  as n o t  y o u  w ill  c o m e  acrou  

G il le t t  a n d  J o h n s t o n  b e lls  o r  to w e r c lo c k s .

G il le t t  a n d  J o h n s t o n  c r a f t s m a n s h ip  is  e m b o d ie d  in 

a n  a ll'e m b r a c in g  s e r v ic e — a s m u c h  in  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  

a n d  r e s to r a t io n  o f  o ld  r in g s  o f  antiquarian interest 

as in  th e  in s t a lla t io n  o f  n e w .

B E L L  F O U N D E R S
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BREDON-WITH-NORTON, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION. 

On Fri., N ov. 7, 1952, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C h apel  o f  E ase o f  St . G il e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
Being 1 each of Cambridge Surprise, St. Clement’s, Single Oxford. 

Double Oxford. Kent, and Oxford Treble Bob. and Plain Bob. 
Tenor 6$ cwt.

J o hn  T h om as  
R oger  Savory 
E. T r ev o r  N ew bury

. .  4 

. .  5 
. .  Tenor

‘ J e s s ie  N ew bu r y  . .  ..Treble  
F re d e r ic k  G. N urd en  . .  2 
M r s . J . T h o m a s  . .  . .  3

Conducted by J o hn  T h o m a s .
* First peal.

PIDDLEHINTON, DORSET.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Nov. 7, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 
Being 12 six-scores of Plain Bob and 30 of Grandsire with 14 different 
callings. Tenor 12 cwt. 14 lb.
N orm an  B. D a v is  (15) ..Treble  
R e g in a l d  J. C . C l o th ier  2 
E. T. P aul F ie l d  . .  3

H enry  J .  F ord  . .  . .  4
J o hn  C o om bes  . .  . .  5
F r ed erick  C . D a v is  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by E. T. P aul F ie l d .
Rung on the 10th anniversary of the death of Commander C. B. C.

Swayne, to whose memory in 1949 the bells were restored and aug
mented as the gift of his widow.

AUGHTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 

On Sat., N ov. 8, 1952, in 2 Hours and 25 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  St . M ich a el ,

A PEAL OF 5 0 4 0  PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 6J cwt.
‘ R ich a r d  P a r r ......................Treble
• R u t h  C ore ................... 2
R obert  L arkey . .  . .  3

• P h il l ip  P arker . . . .  4 
A l fr ed  D raper . .  . .  5 
A rthur  M aw d sley  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by A r th u r  M a w d sl ey .
•  First peal.
Rung to celebrate the silver wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Larkey.

GRENDON, WARWICKSHIRE. 
NON-ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t  t h b  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  S a in ts ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Being six of Morris’s and five of Pitman’s 240's, and 20 six-scores, 10 
callings. Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 14 lb.
• T h o m as  G. H enney  ..Treble  
E l iz . J. C raw ley-Bo ev ey  2 
D onald  L. H ooper  . .  3

L e sl ie  L . W il l is  . .  4
G ordon  H. L ane . .  . .  5 
W ill ia m  C. R h o d es  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G ordon  H. L ane.
•  First peal.
Rung as a farewell tribute to Rev. Canon A. C. Crawley-Boevey on 

retiring after 39 years as Rector of Grendon.

HELLINGLY, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u rch  o f  SS. P eter  and P aul,

A PEAL OF 5 0 4 0  CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR 
Consisting of two different 2,160’s and a 720.

Tenor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 18 lb. in F  sharp.
*C. J o h n  P ip e r  . .  ..Treble  I A r t h u r  F . L e w ry  . .  . .  4 
F r e d k . J .  L a m b e r t ,  ju n .  2 ' W il l ia m  A . K i tc h e n s td e  5 
G eorge B ee n e y  . . . .  3 ' F r a n k  H . H ic k s  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by F r a n k  H . H ic k s .
• First peal of Surprise. First peal of Surprise Minor as conductor. 

First peal of Surprise on the bells.

TIBSHELF. DERBYSHIRE.
THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  thb  C h u r ch  o f  St . J o h n -t h e -B a ptist ,

A PEAL OF 504 0  MINOR 
Being 720  each College Exercise, Capel, Sandal, Kingston, Oxford, 
Kent T reb le  B ob . Tenor 9 cwt. approx.
P h il l ip  J .  E astland  ..Treble  I F red erick  D. A . B o a m  . .  4  
M a r i o n  Bradley  . . . .  2 | F rank Bradley  . .  . .  5 
D o r e e n  A rm str o n g  ... 3 ! A lbert  W h eeler  . .  Tenor

Conducted b y  F rank Bradley .
First peal in seven methods by all band. All Sunday service 

ringers of Blackwell, Derbyshire, except 3rd.

ACLE, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On M on., Nov. 10, 1952, in 2 Hours and 4 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  E d m u n d , K in g  and M artyr,

A PEAL OF 50 4 0  MINOR 
Being extents of Double Bob, Single Court, Oxford Bob, Double 
Court, Plain Bob, Spliced St. Clement’s and Double Oxford, and 

combined Kent Treble Bob and Oxford Treble Bob.
Tenor 9 cwt. 47 lb. in G.

H erbert W . L id better  ..Treble  H . W ill ia m  Barrett . .  4
N olan G old en  . . . .  2 . G eorge Sa y e r ................... 5

• D o r is  E. L id better  . .  3 Bert  G ogle  ................... Tenor
Conducted by N olan G o l d e n .

* First in nine methods and 25th peal.
Rung in honour of Mr. H. W. Lidbetter’s 80th birthday.

WHETSTONE, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Mon., Nov. 10, 1952, in 2 Hours and 32 Minutes,
A t  the  C h u r ch  o f  St . Pe t e r ,

A PEAL OF 504 0  DOUBLES 
Being 18 extents of Plain Bob and 24 extents of Grandsare. 

Tenor 8} cwt.
F r ed erick  W atson  ..Treble  | G eorge  P ick erin g  . .  . .  3 
P eter  J. T h o m a s  . . . .  2 | E. C harles  T u rn er  . .  . .  4  

B. Stedm an  P ayne . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by B. Stedm an  P ayne .

Mr. P. J. Thomas has now ‘ completed the circle.’
Rung half-muffled in memory of those who gave their fives ia th» 

two World Wars.

TRUM PINGTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Nov. 11, 1952, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes, 
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  SS. M ary and  N ich o la s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES 
Forty six-scores and Morris’s 240. Tenor
E usta ce  W . Bullm an  
T. R e g in a l d  D e n n is  
W il l ia m  J. R idgm an

..Treble  E. C h r is t o ph e r  B ates
2 C y r il  A. H urst
3 J ohn  G . G ipso n  

C o n d u c te d  by C y r il  A. H u r s t .
Rung half-muffled in remembrance of the men of Trumpington who 

laid down their lives in two World Wars.

M cwt.
4
5

. Tenor

DARLINGTON.
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Fri., Nov. 14, 1952, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  th e  H oly  T r in it y .

A PEAL OF 5 0 4 0  SURPRISE MINOR
Being seven 720’s : Carlisle, Lightfoot, Wearmouth, Alnwick, New
castle, Chester and Munden. Tenor 6 cwt. 3 qr. 9 lb. in B flat. 
R ich a r d  B usby  . .  ..Treble  I T hom as  C ooke  . .  . .  4 
D o r is  M. K ill in g le y  . .  2 ! R oland  P a r k ..................... 5
F re d e r ic k  W. C o oke 3 W. N orm an  P ark . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by R oland  P a rk .
To celebrate the marriage on November 8th of Mr. R. T. Simpson, 

a ringer at this church, to Miss D. Hutchinson.

SILSOE, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Thurs., N ov. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 23 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J a m es .

A PEAL OF 5 0 4 0  PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 6J cwt.
• T ony  W . A l len  . .  . .Treble I C o l in  D . M ann . .  . .  4  
‘ D e sm o n d  R. Bra zipr  . .  2 T hom as  P. H arris .... ... 5 

A n d r e w  C . S in f ie l d  3 C . E d w a r d  J e f f r ie s  , .  Tenor
Conducted by C. E d w a r d  J e f f r ie s .

* First peal. The first peal on the bells.

GREAT MONGEHAM, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Nov. 14, 1952, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M a rtin ,

A PEAL OF 50 4 0  M INOR 
Being three extents of Kent Treble Bob and four o f Plain Bob. 

Tenor 8 cwt.
F r e d e r i c k  W . L a w re n c e .  .Treble I F r e d e r i c k  A . Rye . .  . .  * 
A n n  V in e  2 | G e o rg e  E . R u c k  . .  . .  5
J a n e t  R. W e l l s  . . . .  3 F r a n k  B. L u f k in  . .  . .T e n o r  

Conducted by F r a n k  B. L u f k in .
First peal in two methods by all except the conductor.
A birthday compliment to H.R.H. Prince Charles. Also to Mis* 

Gillian Rich, a local ringer.
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WEEKLEY, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Nov. 14, 1952, in 2 Hours and 42 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o p  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents. Tenor 8 cwt. 10 lb.
• P amela J . E. L u m b er s  ..Treble  P atrick  I. C hapm an  . .  4
t  M argaret R o w e  . .  . .  2 Brian  A u s t in  ......................  5

L eonard  G. T osela n d  . .  3 Burley  P. M orris  . .  . .  Tenor 
C o n d u c ted  by  B urley  P. M o r r is .

* First peal of Minor, f  First peal.
Rung for the Feast of St. Machutus, B., and to celebrate the 

fourth birthday of H.R.H. Prince Charles, Duke of Cornwall.

DEAL, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . L eonard ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being 2 extents of Kent Treble Bob, and 5 of Plain Bob.

Tenor 9} cwt. in G.
F red erick  W. L aw rence ..Treble  F rank B. L u f k in  . .  4
J anet R. W ells . . . .  2 *Sg t . H. F u r m in g er  . .  5
A nn V in e  ................... 3 G eorge  E. R uck  . .  . .  Tenor

C o n d u c ted  by  G eorge E. R u c k .
* Firs: peal of Minor. First peal of Minor as conductor. A birth

day compliment to Ann Vine.

FOLK INGHAM . LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Nov. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 
Being two extents each of Single Oxford and Single Court, and three 
of Plain Bob. Tenor 13 cwt.
J ohn  H. B l u f f  ..Treble

‘ P ercy D . B aldock  . .  2
B ernard  H. D alton  . .  3

Conducted by J am es H. M u s s o n .
* 50th peal. A birthday compliment to H.R.H. Prince Charles.

Ronald  R u s s e l l  
R obert H. K n ig h t  
J am es H. M u sso n

4
. .  5 
. .  Tenor

HANDBELL PEALS
BIRMINGHAM.

ST MARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 
On Fri., Nov. 7, 1952, in 2 Hours and 5 Minutes,

I n  t h e  C athedral Be lfr y .
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MAJOR

Tenor size 14 in D.
S h i r le y  V. R y m e r . .  . .  1— 2 i B ria n  G. W a r w ic k  5— 6
H arry P o y n e r ...................... 3— 4 I J. M artin  T horley  . .  . .  7— 8
Composed by E. M aurice A t k in s . Conducted by B rian  G. W arw ick .

OXFORD.
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY SOCIETY.

On Sat., Nov. 8, 1952, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
A t  147, K in g sto n  R o a d ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB ROYAL
Tenor size 15 in C,

Robin  G. T urn er  . .  . .  1— 2 I Peter  C . W r ig h t  . .  5— 6 
Peter  Bord er  . .  . .  3— 4 | *R . J a m es  C o o k  . .  . .  7— S 

F rank  P . W r ig h t  . .  . .  9— 10 
Composed by O. M. Slaney . Conducted by R obin  G. T urner .

* First peal ‘ in hand,’ and first peal of Royal and first in the 
method.

BOURNEMOUTH.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sun., Nov. 16, 1952, in 2 Hours and 34 Minutes,
A t  26, W e llin g to n  R oad ,

A PEAL OF 5129 GRANDSIRE CATERS 
Tenor size 15 in C.

W ill ia m  G. Y o u n g  . .  1— 2 | D aniel  T. M atkin  . .  . .  5— 6 
M r s . F. J. M arsha llsa y . . 3-—4 | R o y . C. H u r st  . .  . .  7— S 

K athleen  E. F l etch er  . .  9— 10 
Composed and Conducted by D aniel  T. M a t k in .

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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‘THE RINGING WORLD’
T h e  O fficia l Jo u rn a l of the C e n tra l  

C o u n c il o f C h u rc h  B e ll R in g ers

E d ito r ia l  O f f ic e : c / o Woodbridge Press, 
Ltd., Guildford, Surrey.

S u b sc r iptio n  R ates : One year, £1 2s. 6 d .; 
six months, 11s. 8 d .; three months, 6s. Send 
remittances to Mr. J. E. Jeater, 11, Franks- 
wood Avenue, Petts Wood, Kent.

Central Council o f Church Bell Ringers.

H o n . Secretary  and  T r e a s u r e r : E. A. 
Barnett, 26, Iron Mill Lane, Crayford, 
Kent (Phone Bexleyheath 8689).

E d ito r ia l  C o m m it t e e : —
J. F rank Sm a llw o o d  (convener), 122, Lee 

Road, Blackheath, London, S .E .3 .
F rank I. H a ir s .
J o s e p h  T. D y k e .
H arold  J. P o o l e .

E d ito r  : T. W . W h it e .

We are sorry to learn that M r. John W. 
Jones, of Newport, Mon., has been in bed for 
more than eight weeks following a slight stroke. 
His condition is not too encouraging, but he has 
amazing vitality. M r. Jones will be 87 on 
December 5th.

Despite the fact that the ____ _______
bells of G reat St. Mary’s, BELFRY 
Cambridge, have been at the 
foundry for many months, the year of office 
of 70-year-old Mr. Reginald Dennis, as Master 
of the Society of Cambridge Youths (founded 
1724) is a memorable one. This week Mr. 
Dennis has completed peals of Grandsire from 
Doubles to Cinques, which is one week after 
completing his Kent ‘ family.’ Mr. Dennis has 
rung more peals this year than in any previous 
year, and included in these are complete sets of 
Stedman and Grandsire on odd numbers.

Fifteen-year-old M. Orme, who had his first 
lesson last June, rang his first quarter at Great 
Wymondley, Herts, on November 16th.

Leicester Cathedral ringers and friends re
cently presented Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Poole with 
a silver tea set to mark their silver wedding an
niversary.

The peal of Stedman Triples at Crayford on 
November 17th was arranged and rung on the 
75th anniversary of the first peal on the bells. 
On that occasion the band were afterwards en
tertained and the conductor presented with 
a gold watch !

Mr. D. P. Jones, of 81, Grove Road, Hitchin, 
who is compiling a list of John Dyer’s extant 
bells, asks any readers who have access to the 
Victoria County Histories of Essex and Cam
bridgeshire to forward him any details about 
Dyer’s bells (c. 1590) in those counties.

A bell without a stay at Rochester Cathedra! 
made a peal attempt on November 15th some
what doubtful. Several of the band volunteered 
to ring the bell, stay or no stay, and the privi
lege (?) fell to Mr. Herbert Audsley, who 
proved that there should have been no fear 
for the success of the peal on that score. The 
remainder of the band are most grateful to 
him.

Those on the waiting list 
GOSSIP for carol tunes on eight 

bells are indebted to Miss 
Jennie Armstrong, of Morpeth, who has for
warded some nine tunes which she plays in 
the famous Morpeth Watch Tower. We have 
this week cleared off the majority on our wait
ing list, and those who have not received 
copies are asked to apply enclosing a stamped 
addressed envelope.

Miss Nancy Butler, of Shalford. Surrey, is 
leaving England shortly for Southern Rhodesia.

The Ex-Service Men’s Remembrance peal at 
Blewbury was intended to be an effort by the 
regular service ringers at the Parish Church. 
Unfortunately, owing to ill-health, outside help 
had to be obtained at short notice and Sapper 
J. Berry, of Wallingford, stepped into th« 
breach.

The peal of Yorkshire at Framsden on 
November 15th was of unusual interest; not 
only was it rung as a silver wedding peal for Mr. 
Walter Ruffles, of Debenham. but it enabled, 
after some 29 years, the ‘ Framsden Leslies ’ to 
ring 300 peals together.

The peal at Egloshayle (Wadebridge), Corn
wall, was the first on the eight bells for 45 
years. A peal of Doubles was rung on the 
back six four years ago. but the previous two 
peals were rung in one day by a touring band 
in 1907, of which Mr. A. H. Pulling seems to 
be the only survivor. The bells are a pleasing 
ring and still go well.

Mr. A. Robinson, of Ravensthorpe, Dewsbury, 
who introduced readers last week to the ‘ Mir
field Tan,’ comes from a family that can trace 
ringing ancestry back to the 17th century. His 
colleague, Mr. W. Smith, is the son of Mr. D. 
R. Smith, of Halifax, who was a Kent Treble 
Bob composer and a personal friend of Mr. 
William Sottanstall, of Sowerby, Yorks. Mr. 
Smith’s family has also a long ringing record.

TH E W H I T E C H A P E L  
B E L L  F O U N D R Y

MEARS & STAINBANK
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.1
Telep h o n e B IS h o p sg a te  259 9

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
T e n o r 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS RELL ROPES MUFFLES 
Etc.

ESTABLISHED
1 5 7 0
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UNIVERSITIES ASSOCIATION’S NOTTINGHAM WEEK
(Continued from page 746)

AT LOUGHBOROUGH
Peal bands were abroad early on Thursday 

•morning for it was Loughborough Day and the 
occasion of our visit to the famous bell foundry 
of John Taylor and Co. as guests of fellow- 
member Paul Taylor. One attempt was on the 
midget foundry ring where, after some false 
starts, Yorkshire Surprise M ajor was brought 
round, being Wilfred Robinson’s first peal of 
Surprise as conductor. The attempt for Lon
don at Stanford-on-Soar was unsuccessful and 
the band dashed to Kegworth just as the bells 
were being lowered—so up they had to go 
again. Before that the non-pealers had sampled 
a light eight at Sawley Church, which, founded 
by the monks of Repton in the ninth century, 
still has a finely-preserved and unusually wide 
Saxon chancel arch.

For an hour before lunch we spent in various 
parts of the bell foundry seeing every aspect of 
the founder’s art, including actual casting. Then 
we were translated from the province of Paul to 
that of his charming wife, and in a marquee 
set up on the lawn of Foundry House we feasted. 
Back in the foundry we had much fun in the 
campanile, saw more casting, chimed the bells 
o f  Great St. Mary’s, Cambridge, there in the 
tuning shop, and altogether indulged in the re
ception being accorded us.

Then came another ringing treat at the Parish 
Church of All Saints, Loughborough, where 
for well over an hour we had at our disposal 
ten very fine bells of select local product. After 
tea there was time for one more tower before 
turning homeward and our choice was St. 
Mary’s, Sileby. That evening the weekly prac
tice was at St. Peter’s and from there to Beeston 
Church to sing Compline, as is our tradition.

METROPOLITAN ROYAL
The last excursion was to the city of Derby. 

En route we called at St. Lawrence’s Church. 
Lone; Eaton, * in the centre of the rather dull, 
modern town ’ which became a parish in 1864. 
Previously it was served by priests from Sawley 
and the tiny church of a tiny hamlet is now 
the south aisle and Lady Chapel, with the semi
circular chancel arch of probable Saxon origin 
like its larger counterpart in the mother church. 
The bells are a pleasant ring of eight (tenor 
1<H cwt.). In Derby we went straight to the 
Cathedral and we wish to put on record our 
appreciation of the understanding and courtesy 
of the Bishop and Provost of Derby in allowing 
us to ring the bells on this busy Friday morn 
ing. Here it was that several leads of M etro
politan Royal were rung.

A few miles to the south-east of Derby is 
Melbourne, a lovely village with a glorious 
Norman Parish Church. ‘ If the exterior, with 
its two stumpy, western towers and massive cen
tral tower suggests a miniature cathedral, much 
more so does the interior, with its magnificent 
arcades of “  stilted ”  Norman arches, its tri- 
forium. and the vaulting of the central tower.’ 
The bells, a ring of eight (tenor 15 | cwt.), are 
a  good ring. Rung literally from the choir 
stalls, partly removed on such occasions as our 
visit, there is a draught of over seventy feet, but. 
despite this, they were not difficult to manage.

Our thoughts turned naturally to Philip and 
Joan Gray in Melbourne, Australia, and cable 
as well as autographed picture card was des
patched across the seas. From  a long letter 

‘ received in return I qu o te : * One name we see 
om itted—G ilbert’s. Wasn’t he there, or wouldn't 
he sign? ’ He would have signed all right had he 
been there, but preparations for the Archbishop 

, o f Canterbury’s visit to Norwich could not be 
neglected.

Returning to Derby there were three more 
towers to v isit: St. Peter’s, a light octave which 
goes well and sounds well. St. Luke’s, a much 
weightier eight (tenor 304 cwt.), and St. An
drew’s. a first-class ten for its weight (tenor 
18} cwt.). St. LuTce’s Church is set on a hill

amidst a vast sea of terraced houses and here 
a very pleasant surprise awaited us in the person 
of Dodds—or perhaps we should say Mrs. 
Dorothy Gardiner, nee Richardson, and young 
family—over from Burton-on-Trent. Here we 
may express regrets at being unable to accept 
an invitation from Mr. B. G. Key to attempt 
a peal at St. Paul’s Church, Burton-on-Trent, 
a  gesture none the less appreciated; and a third 
point about Burton. Mr. Joe Dyke used to be 
there and, like Mr. Lewis, in coming to  Notting
ham was reviving many memories.

Then, after tea, to St. Andrew’s for the con
cluding ring of U A . week, where a great temp
tation to  prolong our ringing on these lovely 
bells until the evening service was sturdily re
sisted. We could not be late back at Wortley 
Hall.

FAREWELLS
So, for the last time, we sat at dinner with 

Professor and Mrs. Radford who, throughout 
the week, had done so much for us in every 
way, and had taken so much interest in all we 
did. They are well used to conferences, summer 
schools and the like but so often these consist 
of earnest people busy putting the world right, 
that to  have us ‘ making sweet music and 
nothing else ’ was a delightful change. So that 
as Mr. Lewis presented them with a copy of 
Mr. Ernest Morris’s latest book. ‘ Bells of All 
Nations,’ beautifully inscribed by the author, 
we felt that no better memento could have been 
thought of.

Here with us for our social farewell evening 
was Clem Glenn, and before he was whisked 
away by Joe Dyke and one or two other ‘ kin
dred spirits;’ words of deep appreciation were 
spoken by M r. Lewis for everything he had 
done to assure the success of our tour. As a 
reminder of our invasion of Nottingham Mr. 
Glenn was presented with a copy of the group 
photograph, and in reply Clem spoke of his 
pleasure in giving his help and recalled his 
association with U.B.S.C.R. at Bristol.

This last evening passed all too quickly. In 
the morning came the exodus, with the transport 
setting off in all directions^ including peal bands 
to Bottesford and Bolsover neither of which 
was to record success. Last to leave were the 
president and the secretary on their journey 
down to Kent.

Now for a few comments. As the names of 
those taking part show (see below) we were a 
most representative party and everyone had 
some experience in change ringing. So the

general standard of our ringing was good, and 
with a generous sprinkling of the experts the 
methods rung covered a wide range up to 
Spliced Surprise. Once again we have to thank 
Miss Marie Cross for undertaking the arduous 
job of ‘ M aster,’ ably supported by Wilf More
ton and Dick Speed. Our policy of allowing 
adequate time at each tower meant that there 
was every chance of careful, unhurried ringing, 
and many made wonderful progress.

Since we were so near to Lincoln (Southwell 
Diocese was carved from  the Lincoln Diocese) 
we were able to send our best wishes to old 
friends there by Charles McGuiness. He 
brought back an invitation for a few of us to 
participate in a peal of Stedman Cinques at the 
Cathedral on the Saturday, and this we did.

Finally, our thanks again to  incumbents and 
ringers everywhere we visited in the three coun
ties of Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire and 
Derbyshire, and to those who had joined with 
Mr. Glenn in the planning, Mr. D. R . Carlisle, 
of the Derbyshire Association, Mr. Harold J. 
Poole, of the Leicester Diocesan Guild, and Mr. 
J. W. Raithby, of the Southwell Diocesan Guild.

And 1953? To mark the first decade it is 
altogether appropriate that U.A. should go to 
Oxford, where in 1943 the foundation meeting 
took place. The dates are August 14th-22nd, 
and accommodation has been booked.

E. S. JOHN HATCHER,
Members taking part were :•—
Birmingham.—Rev. M. C. C. Melville, R. 

Roger Savory.
Bristol.—Geoffrey Beynon, E. S’. John Hatcher, 

Iv o r .H . Trueman, A. York-Bramble, Mary 
Kennelly, Heather Tesson.

Cambridge.—Ronald D. Edge, Edwin H. 
Lewis, Richard F. B. Speed, Brian D. Threl
fall, Mrs. Anne Speed.

London.—A. Blair, Geoffrey Carter. Ranald 
W. M. Clouston, Joseph T. Dyke. Rev. Davis 
P. Roberts, Mary Fuller, Mary Hobbs, Brian
G. Warwick (Leicester), David S. Harris 
(Loughborough).

Leeds.—Philip H. Whitaker.
Manchester.—Brian Harris, Derek Ogden, Wil

fred L. Robinson.
Nottingham.—Ronald Pocklingto.n.
Oxford.—Wilfrid F . Moreton, J. David Mos

ley. Frances Edgar. Julia Preston.
Reading.—Marie R. Cross.
St. Andrew’s.—Meriel Hawkesley.
Sheffield.—Gordon Briggs, Norman Ctoad- 

dock, Charles McGuiness, Paul Taylor.
Southampton.—John H. Gilbert.
Guests taking part.—Michael Fuller, Mrs. 

Charles McGuiness.
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A Bound full blue rexine, blocked gold title on spine. Lace fastening 
on to interior guards - 1 2 s .  E A C H

B Bound blue rexine back, leatherette sides, blocked gold on spine. 
Lace fastening through cover 8 s .  EA C H

Postage and packing EXTRA 1/3 (add 3d. per additional easel

I f  vo lu m e  num ber a n d  year requ ired  (fo r  p e rm a n en t b in d in g ) 
g ive  d e ta ils  a n d  a d d  11- per case

OBTAINABLE ONLY FROM—

W I L L I A M  H .  V I G G E R S  
3 7 , H I G H F I E L D  G A R D E N S ,  A L D E R S H O T
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THE ST. MARTIN’S YOUTHS
B y  E D G A R  C .  S H E P H E R D

(Continued from page 666)
JOINT AUTHORS

In 1842 there appeared a peal that was a 
great advance upon anything that had preceded 
it. It contained 240 bobs (the minimum num
ber for a  twin-bob peal) and two Holt’s Singles. 
The peal was rung a t Aston and was given as 
the composition of Thomas Thurstans. In the 
foTlowing year it was rung again, and this time 
it was credited to Lates. Thereupon ensued a 
lively controversy which ended in the peal being 
recorded in the joint names of the two com
posers. In the course of this controversy John 
Hopkins was constrained to describe Lates as
* the robber author,’ but subsequent evidence 
would seem to establish the peal as the work 
of Lates.

In the same year, 1842, Johnson received 
from Thurstans a peal on a new plan. It con
tained the four quarter peals of the famous 
Four-Part; indeed it was the identical peal, 
except that the four quarters were joined to
gether by special calls. This composition was 
never rung, but eventually, by some inspiration. 
Thurstans hit upon the idea of joining the parts 
by extras and omits, and so the Four-Part 
was born.

THURSTANS’ FOUR-PART PEAL
Before this happened Thurstans had, un

known to Johnson or to anyone else in the 
town (as far as we know), composed a  five-part 
peal on the twin-bob plan, containing bobs 
and common singles only. This peal, the date 
of which is unknown, undoubtedly was the first 
legitimate peal of Stcdman Triples to be pro
duced. It was sent by Henry Hubbard to a 
ringer a t East Dereham in October, 1845, but 
how it came into Hubbard’s possession is not 
known, nor can we say why Thurstans said 
nothing of this notable achievement to John
son, his prover. The only possible explanation 
would seem to be that the idea in those days 
was to get a peal with two singles only, and 
that Thurstans therefore thought little of this 
production. What is perhaps more interesting 
and astonishing is that Henry Hubbard makes 
no comment on the fact that ordinary singles 
are used, merely remarking that they would 
probably be found more convenient than Mr. 
Hudson’s doubles.

On May 18th.. 1846, the famous Four-Part 
was rujjg on the front eight a t St. M artin’s. 
Johnson had received the figures from Thur
stans some months previously, and had, it 
seems, been waiting for an opportunity to call 
it. Meeting short for a ten-bell practice, the 
company decided to go for a peal, and it was 
rung in two hours and fifty-three minutes. The 
band in this historic performance stood as 
follows: James Jarvis 1, Emmanuel Stokes 2, 
William Andrew 3. Joseph Spencer 4, John 
James 5, Nathan Blunt 6, Henry Johnson 7, 
Henry Whitworth 8. It was, of course, the first 
peal of Stedman Triples to be rung with com
mon bobs and singles only, and it marked the 
end of the long and arduous struggle by the 
Birmingham composers. To Lates it came as 
a complete surprise. He was outside the tower 
when the band came down after the peal, and 
he accosted Johnson with the amazed query,
‘ Why. Harry, what peal have you been ring
ing? The bells came round with a common 
single.’ ‘ I know they did.’ said Johnson. ‘ It 
was one of Tom ’s with two common singles, 
and now you can have it.’

And John Day remarks, ‘ Those who knew 
Lates could form a pretty shrewd idea of what 
he w<»uld say after th a t !’

Thus was born and baptised one of the most 
important compositions the ringing Exercise 
possesses, a peal that stands with Middleton’s 
Cambridge and Parker’s 12-part peal o f Grand
sire Triples to  make a trio of compositions 
indispensable to the conductor. There have 
come to  us through the years since 1846 a 
multitude of peals of Stcdman Triples on this

amazingly adaptable plan, and the Exercise now 
has at its disposal a wealth of variety in the 
method. But Thurstans’ peals were the first, 
and the Four-Part is in many ways the best.

Lates and Thurstans both died in 1858. In 
his last illness Lates sent for Chattell and 
handed to him all his papers and books. They 
passed later on to Perks, Bastable, and then 
to John D ay ; but subsequently they vanished, 
suffering thus the fate of so many manuscripts 
and papers belonging to ringers.

BURIED BY THE PARISH
Thurstans died in poverty and obscurity. 

Periods of heavy drinking and wild behaviour 
alternated with attacks of illness and wretched
ness, and so erratic did his behaviour become 
that ringers avoided him, so that when he died 
there were few who knew the details of his 
end. John Day writes :—

‘ The last time I remember seeing him he 
was respectably dressed in black, I think in 
mourning for his sister, with whom he had 
lived for many years. He was carrying a basket 
of soil which he had been getting for his 
window plants. He told me he was unwell and 
could not work. That was in the Spring of 
1858, and in the Autumn of that year Mr. T. 
Cole, a former member of St. M artin’s Youths, 
went to Johnson and told him that “ Poor 
Tom ” was dead. From what Mr. Cole said 
we were led to suppose that he had had a break 
out, and was taken ill in the street, it was said 
with English cholera. He was taken to The 
General Hospital and there died. No one knew 
who he was, and no one inquired about him, 
so it came to pass that the parish* authorities 
buried him—no friend or relative being near.’

With the publication of the Four-Part all the 
old peals of Stedman Triples fell into disuse. 
The excitement that had agitated and sustained 
composers of the period died away and interest 
in the method flagged. So it was that towards 
the end of the century Arthur Heywood w ro te:
’ Near upon half a  century of apathy has cast 
around Stedman Triples a shroud of impene
trable mystery almost romantic in its com
pleteness.’

There remained, indeed, no clue to the means 
by which the early composers secured their 
results or the principles on which they worked. 
From hints given here and there by John Day 
and others it would seem that much of the 
pricking was experimental and on the lines of 
trial and error; but even if this was so it is 
also certain that these men brought to the task 
special knowledge and great natural aptitude, 
for they were without doubt clever men, and 
their patience and perseverance against the 
almost insuperable difficulties of this unique 
method must command our utmost respect. 
Henry Cooper, Thomas Day, Henry Johnson, 
Isaac Lates, and Thomas Thurstans—these were 
the men whose labours ended in the victory of 
1846, and it was to Thurstans that the final 
honour came.

We cannot but reflect on the wonder and the 
sadness of it. Lates remained among his friends 
to the last; Thurstans drifted away, disliked, 
avoided, outcast. Lates lies buried close to the 
tower of St. Philip’s ; where Thurstans lies no 
one knows. Lates’s passing received the tribute 
of a  muffled p eal; to  Thurstans no such honour 
was accorded. There stands the Masterpiece, 
four-square to the tempests of tim e; and behind 
it is the vision of the lonely, pathetic figure in 
decent black, with the basket of soil for his 
plants. And he passes on to the obscurity o f a 
pauper's grave.

CONCLUSION
Here our brief survey may fitly be brought to 

a close, for the forty years that follow tell of 
many things outside the theme of Day’s 
memoirs. They are the years of Perks, Bastable, 
and Buffery, of the maturing of Henry Johnson 
and the honouring of that grand old man by 
the ringers of Britain. They tell, too, of the

Holt Society of Aston and the forty-one peals 
rung by this society before the amalgamation 
with The St. M artin’s Youths.

The end of the century saw the rise of the 
Birmingham handbell ringers, the excellent peals 
recorded by a succession of fine exponents of 
this art, and the beginning of a reputation that 
found its consummation in the brilliant Sted
man Cinques bands of the period 1920 to 1940.

The strength of the present is a heritage 
from the past, and so it is that in the continued 
prosperity of St. M artin’s Guild we enjoy the 
fruits of the labours of the men. of old. Let 
us see to it that their names are never for
gotten.

A NOTE ON JOHN DAY
John Day was born in Birmingham in 1825. 

Round about 1830 his father, who had been a 
ringer, kept a small public house, ’ The Bell ’ 
in Smallbrook Street, and this was the resort 
of many of the ringers of the town. The boy, 
however, spent much of his childhood with his 
paternal grandparents, and there he used to 
watch his Uncle Thomas, the celebrated Treble 
Bob composer, tapping tunes and changes on a 
set of handbells and figuring away for hours 
on countless scraps of paper.

In 1837 John Day was a t school at Solihull, 
and he records a visit he paid to  the belfry of 
the parish church on May 29th. to see the 
ringing for the birthday of Princess Victoria. 
Despite these early associations he seems to 
have had no direct interest in ringing until five 
years later when William Chattell persuaded 
him to join the St. Philip's band. In 1842 the 
baker taught him to ring, and thus began an 
intimacy that lasted for many years and had no 
small influence on Birmingham ringing. It was 
not an unbroken friendship, nor was it always 
an easy one. for Chattell's manner and the 
habits of his later life caused many minor rifts 
and a t least one major break. But Day was 
profoundly affected by the character of this fine 
ringer, complex and baffling though it was, and 
while in his memoir he does not hide Chattel's 
weaknesses and coarsenesses, he writes of him 
with something of affection and an uncom
promising admiration of his skill in the tower.

The reorganisation of The St. M artin’s Youths 
in i860 and the successful restoration of the 
Bull Ring bells in 1875 were both the result of 
the efforts of Day and Johnson, but in 1877 
the former severed his connection with the 
society and joined the Holt Society when that 
company was formed in 1879. Some twelve 
years later he was largely instrumental in bring
ing about the merging of the Holt Society and 
the old St. M artin’s Youths to form the modern 
St. M artin's Guild.

He was not a great peal ringer, but he took 
part in some sixty performances in the standard 
methods on all numbers. In his views on peal 
ringing he was fond of quoting his uncle, 
Thomas Day, who used to say: ‘ Just a peal or 
two of a sort, and those good ones.’

Towards the end of the century John Day 
succeeded Henry Johnson as Ringing Master of 
St. M artin's Guild, and it was during this period 
that he was persuaded to publish his re
miniscences. He died in June, 1902, and was 
buried at Harborne Church, not far from the 
spot where Chattell had been laid to rest. 
Muffled peals were rung for him at Harborne, 
at Aston, and at St. M artin’s.

[Concluded]

HALF-MUFFLED RINGING
Dear Sir, —- For about sixty years it 

has been the practice at Oswestry for 
half-muffled ringing to consist of Grand
sire Doubles rung in whole pulls. I was 
taught to ring at Oswestry and well remember 
the half-muffled ringing on Good Friday. New 
Year’s Eve, etc. It was rung very slowly and 
an extent took about a quarter of an hour.r 
Good bell control is essential as the bells must 
be held both hand and back strokes.—Yours 
faithfully

Swindon. Wilts. W. B. KYNASTON.
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LETTERS TO
FINEST HANDBELL FEAT

Dear Sir,-—The band who rang the recent 
peal in 16 Surprise Major methods on handbells 
would not wish anyone to sing their praises, 
but such a performance should not pass with
out comment. The magnitude of it will per
haps be more fully realised by those who have 
achieved a moderate degree of competence in 
the simpler methods than by those who are 
without experience of handbell ringing.

It was not until March, 1947, that a peal in
16 Surprise Major methods was rung on tower 
bells, so that it has taken only five and a half 
years for that excellent performance to be 
equalled numerically on handbells. All four 
members of the band deserve the congratula
tions of the whole Exercise. Perhaps one may, 

' without wishing to  imply that his part was in 
any way greater than that of the others, pay 
tribute to the ringer o f 7-8, Mr. F . W. Brink- 
low, for retaining sufficient mental agility, after 
50 odd years of peal ringing, to participate 
in a peal of this kind.—Yours faithfully,

‘ B.’

THOSE SILENT BELLS
Sir,—May I encroach on your valuable space 

and mention how sorry I was to read in your 
leader of September 26th of bells hanging life
less for perhaps years on end. Those of us 
living abroad who have tasted the art of bell
ringing in the old country hear such news with 
regret.

We are living in a mechanical age, a period 
of unrest, and nations are scheming to outwit 
each other financially, in speed records and the 
production of methods of destruction.

• Those of us who have chosen to live in 
j foreign parts always look to England to keep 
J alive her stately homes and traditions. There 

is very little left to-day of peaceful and hap- 
I pier times we knew as children and most of the 

ancient arts and crafts have died. It is pleas
ing to know campanology, one of the few arts 
left and 100 per cent. British, is still alive, 
although it would appear mechanical ringing 
has, to my regret, crept in. I would call on all 
those connected with ringing to boycott such 

.'mechanism and make every effort to attract 
recruits to those silent ringing chambers.

£ When all the bells are speaking you can all 
say with pride, ‘ This is truly old England we 
love so well.’—Yours, etc.,

P. F . BARNARD.
■ Johannesburg.

TO TETBURY RINGERS
jjl Dear Sir,—I hope the Tetbury ringers do not 

feel unduly disappointed about their recent 
Sunday morning broadcast, referred to  by 
another correspondent; its shortness was ob
viously due to some mistake, not to discourtesy. 
The impression left by the bells was how 
pleasant they sounded and what a pleasure those 
few rounds were to listen t o : and one hoped 
that the ringers would in no way feel upset 
"hen they learned how little had been broad
cast, for it was still a perfect introduction to 
Worship.—Yours faithfully,

|  Petersfield. C. C. ROBERTS.
P.S.—Since writing this, I read with interest 

the note on the band. November 14th —
C. C. R.

THE ROAD TO CANTERBURY
, Dear Sir,—Having recently seen the film 
The Road to Canterbury,’ I can recommend 

•his as of interest to any ringer. Featured in 
We film are the towers of Canterbury and St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, with Cinques from the former 
®nd half-muffled Cinques from the latter tower. 
Also filmed are other churches en route from 
Canterbury to London.—Yours faithfully,

I  Hermitage, Berks. NORM AN MALLETT.

THE RINGING WORLD

THE EDITOR
THE INCUMBENT IS LEGAL 

CUSTODIAN
Dear Sir,—I feel that P. A. C. ought to be 

repentant for he is clearly wrong, neither do 
his suggested comments to the Vicar hold water 
—to me they seem ridiculous and perhaps im
pertinent. As the legal custodian of the bells, 
the Incumbent is the person to be approached. 
The first thing he should then do is to con
sult the tower captain to see whether there is 
any objection to  the request for the bells— 
that is where the local ringer comes in, and 
this method would rule out any possibility of 
preventing the local band ringing on one of 
their own special occasions. I quite agree, of 
course, that it would be, at least, discourteous 
o f the incumbent not to  consult his ringers.

Another point that should be mentioned, re
grettable though it may be, is the possibility 
of the Incumbent never knowing of the re
quest for the bells if the approach be made 
through the local ringers. It is not unknown 
for a band of ringers to resent anybody at 
all ringing on ‘ their ’ bells. This was more or 
less the case in my present parish when I 
arrived—1 was even told that the bells were 
no concern of mine ! I feel fairly certain I 
should never have heard of an y ' requests for 
the bells if they had come through the then 
ringers.

A further practical point: outside one’s own 
area how many visiting teams would know the 
name and address of the captain of the band 
of the tower which they desired to visit (ex
cept in the case of famous towers or ringers)? 
One could hardly write to the Captain of the 
Ringers, c/o The Vicarage, could one? As an 
Incumbent I wouldn’t  be very pleased o j 
flattered if that happened if it had to come 
back to  me for permission.

Finally, the comments to the Vicar. If 
P. A. C. is right in what he says, then when 
a couple approach the Vicar about getting m ar
ried, the latter should get the church ready, 
sweep up the confetti afterwards, etc., because 
the verger hadn’t been approached first. Similar 
incidents can easily be envisaged which go to 
show how ridiculous the argument is.

I  quite agree that if there is the proper re
lationship between Incumbent and ringers there 
will be no need to worry—each will consult the 
other in any eventuality, and it is good to know 
that this is usually the case. But the fact can
not be altered that the Incumbent is the legal 
custodian and has the say, whether he use that 
power properly or not.—Yours truly,

K. W. H. FELSTEAD (REV.).
St. Michael’s Vicarage.

Southampton.

CITY TOWERS AVAILABLE
Dear Sir,—Apropos the letter of R. E. Swann, 

Learner, and your own request for information 
on City towers available at 6 p.m., the follow
ing is a list of ringing facilities in the C ity :—

Two rings of 12, neither of which is avail
able ;

Two rings of 10, one not yet rehung after re
moval for safety during the war, the other 
unringable for many years.

Three rings of eight; one has never been rung 
in living memory, one has not been rung since 
1937, the third. St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, is 
the only possibility, and these are not the best 
of bells for learners.

Two rings of six, both unringable.
One ring of five, not yet rehung after removal 

for safety.
Such is the sorry, woeful tale of the rings of 

bells in the City to-day.—Sincerely yours,
ERNEST J. ROWE.

Tottenham; N.
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L I N C O L N S H I R E  S U R P R I S E  
C O M P O S I T I O N S

Dear Sir,—The composition of Lincolnshire 
Surprise published by Mr. James Topp in your 
issue of November 14th was originally obtained 
by Mr. William Barton. It was rung—probably 
not for the first time—at Harrietsham, Kent, on 
July 17th, 1948 

Composition in this method is extremely in
teresting, but scope is of necessity limited if 
one is restricted to the usual type of peal, 
generally a 5,056, of which I have some 15 
examples by various different composers. Per
haps those interested in the method might like 
to consider breaking fresh ground, as has Mr. 
R. F . B. Speed, who, by producing a 5,024, 
has made the only real advance since the Rev.
H. Law James published the first peals in the 
method 25 years ago.—Yours faithfully, 

Crayford. E. A. BARNETT.

Dear Sir,—If the well-known 5.056 of Lin
colnshire Surprise Major by H. Law James is 
transposed to obtain the qualities claimed for 
the peal in your issue of November 14th, the 
following peal is obtained:—

23456 B M W H

24536 _ 2
32546 —. 3
43526 —
53624 — 3
52436 — —
35426 —
45623 — 3
42356 2 — —
54326 —
34625 — 3
23456 X 2

Now six variations are obtainable by calling 
bobs on different Q sets at Wrong and Home 
with the 6th at home. Also all of these varia
tions can be started in three different places 
and still avoid 82’s. Thus, altogether. 18 peals 
are obtained. Surely this set of compositions 
belongs to H. Law Jam es; he solved this par
ticular problem first and these variations are 
hardly original work 

The peal given is one of the 18 peals men
tioned above.

Peals of Lincolnshire with the 6th the extent 
home seem to have been worked out, a t least 
those in full courses or ^ ith  only one short 
course.

It would be interesting to see a 5,024 in the 
method containing the 6th extent home, no 
82’s and no tenors parted. It can be done with 
the 6th eleven courses home. What about it, 
Mr. Topp?—Yours sincerely,

Harrow R. F. B. SPEED.

Dear Sir,—Such compositions in the method 
using blocks either three middles and one home 
or one middle, three wrongs, one home are 
based on the well-known and original peal 
by the Rev. H. Law James. Having regard to 
the impossibility of producing original peals 
because of the nature of the false courses, such 
compositions should be known as arrangement* 
only.

The composition on page 730 of your issue 
of November 14th is the peal I called at Hether- 
sett on January 7th this year as an arrangement 
of mine.—Yours faithfully,

Norwich. NOLAN GOLDEN.

CONGRATULATIONS ON NEW MARKET 
PEAL

Dear Sir,—I offer my congratulations to the 
band who rang a peal of Cambridge Surprise 
on the bells of All Saints’ Church, Newmarket, 
on October 21st. I took part in a peal of Sted
man Triples there on July 13th, 1906, con
ducted by the late Rev. F . E. Robinson.

Ickleton. Cambs. P. WEBB.

t
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD 
Successful Meeting at Wyke Regis
Upwards of 40 ringers from Dorset, Somer

set and Cornwall attended the meeting of the 
Dorchester Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild of Ringers held at All Saints’ Church, 
Wyke Regis, on November 15th.

The grand ring of eight bells was available 
from  2.30 p.m. and was kept going until 4 
o ’clock, when the Guild service was conducted 
by the Rector, the Rev. F . E. Pratt, who gave 
an inspiring address based on a text taken from 
St. John xii., v. 5, * Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred pence and given to the 
poor? ’

This text, said the Rector, did not at first sight 
have much in common with ringing, but it was 
obviously the opinion of a worldly-minded in
dividual, who was more concerned with value 
than he was with the motive. If we cared to 
apply this text to our work for the Church, we 
should see that only the very best was good 
enough to  render to God’s service.

Tea was served in the Hall by the lady mem
bers of the church, and the business meeting 
followed, conducted by the Rev. F. E. Pratt, in 
the unavoidable absence of both the chairman, 
Canon A. W. Markby, and the vice-chairman. 
Archdeacon J. C. Chute, who had sent mes
sages of apology. An apology was also read 
from Mr. F . Precey, Branch Ringing Master.

A Cornish visitor, M r. Alan Carveth, of 
Truro, was elected a non-resident life-member. 
proposed by Mr. E. T. P. Field and seconded 
by Mr. F . Stedman.

Arrangements for the annual meeting at St. 
Peter’s Church, Dorchester, were left to the 
chairman and hon. secretary, the suggested 
date being January 17th.

It was stated that the six bells at Charminster 
had been dedicated and were now rehung ready 
for ringing and the Vicar, Canon D. B. Eperson, 
had expressed a wish that Guild members 
should attend on the next Sunday evening to 
ring following the evening service.

Mr. E. H. Amey, of Charminster, invited 
members to  the tower for their next Branch 
practice, on November 29th. from 6 p.m. 
till 9 p.m., an offer which was gratefully ac
cepted.

Mr. J. H. Hayne, hon. secretary, told the 
meeting that he had received a letter from the 
Guild secretary, M r. W. C. West, reminding 
members that the Central Council would be 
meeting a t Bournemouth during next summer, 
and he hoped that members of the Council 
would be made welcome throughout the Salis
bury Guild area and given every opportunity 
to  ring.

In a tribute to the memory of Mr. W. J. 
Sinons, of St. Peter’s, who had died since the 
last meeting Mr. R. H. Duke said he was a 
consistent and regular ringer and had taught 
many to ring. He had only recently given up 
and then only when forced by ill-health to do 
so. The members stood in silent tribute to an 
old friend.

At the close of the meeting the Rev. A. F. 
Codley proposed a vote of thanks to every
one who had contributed to the success of the 
meeting and especially to the Rector for his 
kind welcome, and to the organist and choir.

Mr. Pratt, in reply, said he hoped to see 
more meetings of this kind, the ringers were 
always welcome, and he also called for a ‘ big 
thank you ’ for the ladies who had looked after 
their visitors so well.

Ringing was resumed until 9 p.m. under the 
direction of Messrs. Field and Stcdman. Deputy 
Ringing Masters of the Branch, methods rung 
including Grandsire and Stedman Doubles and 
Triples. Plain Bob Minor and Major. Kent and 
Oxford Treble Bob Minor and Maior.

Ringers were present from Wyke Regis. Ab- 
botsbury, Charminster, Dorchester ("St. Peter’s), 
Piddlehinton and Preston with visitors from 
Stalbridge. Templecombe. Truro, Yetminster 
and Yeovil. J. H. H.

FORTY YEARS AGO
Extract from ‘ The Ringing World * 

November 29th, 1912
LONDON 

THE WATERLOO SOCIETY 
On Saturday. November 23rd, 1912, in 3 hours 

and 40 minutes 
At the Church of St. Giles, Cripplegate 

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES 
5,019 CHANGES 

Tenor 36 cwt. in C.
John C. T r u s s ...........................Treble

John S. G o ld sm ith ................... 2
John D. M a tth ew s................... 3
John H. C h eesm an ................... 4
John Carter ...........................
John T h o m a s ...........................  6
John Armstrong ...................
John R. S 'h a rm an ................... 8
John H. B. H e ss e ...................  9
John N. Oxborrow . .  . .  10
John W. G o ld in g ................... 11
John Neal ...........................  Tenor
Composed by John Carter. Conducted 

by John H. Cheesman 
This is the first peal on 12 bells by a band 

having all the same Christian name.
[A performance which remains unique.]

Gratefully Acknowledged
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following contributions to meet 
the cost of producing The Ringing World ’,—

Peals.—Sible Hedingham 4s., Blewbury 5s., 
Silsoe 3s., Devizes 4s.. Aberavon 7s. 6d.. Great 
Mongeham 2s. 6d„ Rotherfield 5s„ Salisbury 
3s., Biddenden 5s., Oswaldtwistle 3s., Walling
ford 7s.. North Bradley 4s., Daresbury 2s. 6d., 
Rugeley 2s. 6d., Tibshelf 2s., Chelsfield 2s.

Quarter Peals.—Chester 2s., Boston 2s., Chel
sea 2s. 6d., Lyme Regis 2s. 6d., Fulham 2s. 6d., 
Aldrington 2s. 6d., Hitchen, etc., 2s. 6d.

1 Tan at Home
1 Tan in 4th
2 Bobs at Home 

We regret that in the imposition of the page
two lines should have been transposed.

5 leads 
120 changes

THE SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION
The peace of the lieges of Alloa was shat

tered once more when there was an invasion of 
ringers for the half-yearly meeting of the Scot
tish Association on October 18th at St. John’s, 
Alloa. Before the ringing had properly begun 
one of the stays was broken, but this in no way 
hampered the ringing and there was always 
someone willing to hold the bell during the 
short pauses between touches. Ring ranged 
from rounds to Cambridge.

At this, like many other ringing meetings, 
more ringers turned up than were expected; 
they were very welcome but even the extra 
numbers did not appear to embarrass the Social 
Guild of St. John’s, who most kindly provided 
tea, as the ringers were not able to clear the 
tables of the food provided.

A number of the ringers from Dunblane 
were at the meeting and were duly elected 
members. All the other towers, except St. 
James’, Leith, were represented. The visitors 
from outside Scotland included C. E. G. Ban- 
ham (Norfolk), M. Schofield and R. C. Bell 
(Watford), F. G. Wilton and A. J. Tickner 
(Swindon), Allen Batten (Tamworth) and 
Donald Marshall (Bradford), who are at present 
temporary residents.

The secretary has in his possession a grey 
biro pen which was left behind at the end of 
the meeting and he will be glad to send it on 
to the owner.

OBITUARY
MR. ALBERT LAMBKIN

Mr. Albert Lambkin, who died in hospital at 
Scunthorpe, Lines, on November 16th had many 
friends in two Guilds—the Guildford Diocesan 
and Lincoln Diocesan Guilds.

Shalford (Surrey) bells were silent when he 
first lived in the village and for special ringing 
a band was imported from Guildford. In 1926 
he and Mr. Leslie Hunter decided to form a 
local company and from that ’time his interest 
in ringing never waned. When his railway 
duties permitted he was always to be found 
either at servire or practice ringing. His friend
liness made him popular at all ringers’ gather
ings.

About five years ago he was bereaved by the 
death of his wife and, haying retired from rail
way service, he made his home with his mar
ried daughter at Scunthorpe. He immediately 
contacted the local ringers, helping local bands 
with their practices and participating in service 
ringing. On the Tuesday before his death he 
was ringing. Mr. Lambkin had rung about 
ten peals.

The funeral service was at Shalford Church 
on November 19th, the Vicar (the Rev. W. R. 
Horth) officiating. The bells were rung half- 
muffled for the service, and to his memory a 
quarter peal was rung in the evening.

THE M IRFIELD TAN
The five leads of 120 changes of the Mirfield 

Tan in Minor on page 750 should read :—

MR. A. E. WILLIAMS
For 32 years churchwarden at Knowle. War

wickshire, and the donor of the second bell 
in the tower in 1931, Mr. A. E. Williams died 
on November 9th, aged 78 years.

Many people attended the memorial service 
for him, which was choral. The choir included 
four ringers—Miss E. Wootton, Mesdames A. 
Nix, P. Nix and A. A. Upton. The bells were 
rung half-muffled in the evening.

Wreaths included one from the choir and bell- 
ringers of Knowle Parish Church and another 
from Packwood Church bellringers.

Bristol City Branch’s Outing
The fifth annual outing of the branch took 

place on October 4th, the party being conveyed 
in a coach and a black Humber which conveyed 
two octogenarians and two others who nearly 
qualify for the same title.

At Hinton-on-the-Green the Vicar. Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Thomas and Mr. J. Hemmings wel
comed the party and the bells were kept going 
for nearly an hour.

An excellent lunch was enjoyed at Evesham 
followed with ringing at St. Andrew’s, Hamp
ton, and the Bell Tower. Evesham, finishing 
there with a touch of Stedman Cinques.

The tea interval was taken at Cheltenham 
and the party took the opportunitv to express 
a very sincere vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Thomas for completing many of the arrange
ments for the day, and to our colleagues at 
Cheltenham.

Ringing for the day finished on the twelve 
at St. Mary’s and while some of the party 
quenched their thirst the handbell enthusiasts 
enjoyed a little Stedman. Kent and Double Nor
wich. P. P. A. B.

Norwich Diocesan Association
Twenty members attended the meeting of the 

South Norfolk Branch at North Lopham on 
November 8th. Thu Branch chairman (the Rev.
F. E. Vokes) conducted the service, the lesson 
being read by the president (the Rev. A. St. J- 
Heard).

Business transacted at the business meeting 
presided over by the Branch chairman included 
the election of Mr. Lewis Batley (Wingfield) 
as a ringing member, and Miss D. M. Reeve 
(Hockwold) and Mr. James Paul (Elveden) a? 
life members. The annual meeting was fixed 
for February 7th at Diss.
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FOR BEGINNERS—AND A WORD TO THE OLDER HANDS
XXII.—HEREWARD AND LONDON BOB

In preceding articles we dealt with double 
methods and method grouping—the real object 
of which has been to show that ringers, with 
the exercise of average intelligence, will find it 
perfectly easy to extend their practice from one 
to a number of methods—let us look at some 
other methods which come into the group of 
which Double Oxford and Double Court form 
part.

It has previously been pointed out that cer
tain blocks of changes, forming plain courses, 
may have their constituent ‘ leads united either 
by 2nds place or 6ths, when the treble leads, 
thus forming two different methods. In addi
tion, the same changes can be used to make 
other methods by the use or omission of 5ths 
place when the treble lies its whole pull behind. 
Thus the changes of a plain course can be knit 
together in one or other of the following ways:

By 2nds only, when treble leads.
By 6ths only, when treble leads.
By 5ths, when treble is behind, and 2nds.
By 5ths, when treble is behind, and 6ths.
Strictly speaking, 6ths, in Minor, is not a

* place ’ ‘ within the meaning of the Act,’ or, 
shall we say, ‘ within the meaning of the appli
cation of the word “  place.” ’ It is only a 
necessary whole pull in one position to enable 
a  bell, which has been hunting up, to  reverse 
its course and hunt down. But as 4ths place at 
the lead head of a regular method is a  bob, it 
follows that if 2nds place is not made when the 
treble leads, the bell behind must of necessity 
lay a whole pull, and so we have our methods 
divided into 2nds place and 6ths place methods.

Double Oxford, as we have explained, is, 
constructionally, Double Court, with the addi
tion of 5ths place when the treble is behind and 
2nds place when the treble leads.

There are two other methods in this group 
which are obtained by the employment, in one 
case, of 2nds only, and, in the other, by the 
use of 5ths only. The former is Hereward Bob 
and the latter London Bob.

When you come to write out the methods you 
will find that London Bob is the same as Double 
Oxford, row for row, until the treble leads, 
and then 2nds is omitted, and 6ths place is 
necessarily made by the bell behind.

Hereward Bob follows Double Court, row for 
row, until the treble leads, when 2nds has to 
be inserted. In each half-lead of all these four 
methods places are made across the treble, 4ths 
and 3rds as it passes up through 3-4; and 3rds 
and 4ths as it comes down through 4-3. The 
difference in them all is the link that joins the 
half-leads.

Here is an interesting thing to do. Write out 
a full course of one o f  the methods, cut it into 
ten pieces by dividing it between the rows when 
the treble is behind and when it is leading. 
With these ten pieces you can reconstruct any 
one of the four methods.

The * standard ’ callings as applied to Double 
Oxford and Double Court apply to these two 
other methods. Hereward, having 2nds place, 
is called Wrong, Right. W ron g; and London 
Bob, having 6ths when the treble leads, In, Out, 
In.

This is when the 6th is observation bell and 
the tenors are brought up always the right way 
behind. If the 5th is to be used as the observa
tion bell and you * keep the tenors the right 
way ’—as you should—the calling to be used is
* Right, W rong, Right ’ in the 2nds place 
methods; and Out, In, Out in the methods 
without 2nds place. This applies to all regular 
Minor methods.

In plain methods two singles are necessary to 
complete the extent, and they are called a t what 
would otherwise be a ‘ plain ’ Right or a plain 
‘ Out,’ according to  whether it is a  2nds or

6ths place method, if the 6th is the observation 
bell; and a t a plain Wrong or plain In if the 
5th is the observation bell. The first single may 
be called in either the first, second or third part 
of the first half, as long as the second single is 
called in the corresponding part of the second 
half.

M r. A . J .  P I T M A N ’S  R E T I R E M E N T
The peal of Stedman Triples at Aberavon on 

November 15th was arranged as a compliment 
to Mr. A. J. Pitman on his retirement, at the 
age of 65 years.

In the past M r. Pitman has been fully oc
cupied. Besides his employment as inspector 
in charge of the large railway yards at Port 
Talbot (known for its Great Abbey Steelworks), 
his spare time has been taken up in devoted 
attention to the care of his wife, who is bed
ridden and unable to move her limbs.

The writer knows that much of Mr. Pitman’s 
compositions and proofs of other composers’ 
peals have been done on his bedside table when 
it was thought that he was resting after work.

The ringers expressed the hope that Mr. 
Pitman will have more time now to devote to 
composition and also that he will ring peals 
more frequently. T. M. R.

H U D D E R S F I E L D  D I S T R I C T  
S O C I E T Y

Fine weather favoured the Huddersfield Dis
trict Society for their meeting at Kirkburton on 
November 8th. A few touches were rung be
fore the service, which was conducted by the 
Rev. Mr. Maddocks in the absence of the presi
dent.

An excellent tea was arranged by M r. Roberts 
and enjoyed by a company of 24. The meeting 
was arranged to  coincide with the 50th year of 
service as a ringer by Mr. Roberts and he re
ceived many congratulations.

The next meeting (the annual) is to be held 
at Halifax Parish Church, the probable date of 
which will be January 10th.

As many of the younger members were absent, 
ringing did not go above Stedman and Double 
Norwich Court Bob Major. It started well and 
finished well, but, like the proverbial sandwich, 
that between was of doubtful quality. Probably 
the considerable sway of the tower made striking 
more difficult for mixed teams.

C O S L A N Y  I M P E R I A L  M A J O R
No. 242 in the Central Council’s Collection of 

Plain Major Methods
12345678
21436587
24163578
42615387
24651378 5,056 by N. GOLDEN
24563187 M W H 23456
42536817  
24356871 — 42356
23465781 1 54326
32645718 S 2 2 23465
23654178 2 1 2 52634
23561487 2 23654
32516478 2 1 24356
23154687 Five times repeated,
21345678 substituting two bobs
12436587 for the S at middle in

14263857
Bob

12436587

14235678
Single

12436587

12435678

all parts except the 
fourth.

Rung a t St. Michael- 
a t - Coslany, Norwich, 
on October 6th, 1952.

M E T R O P O L I T A N  S U R P R I S E  
R O Y A L
1234567890
2135476980
1253749608
2157394068
2517930486
5271394068
5217930486
2571390846
5273198064
5723910846
7532198064
7352910846
3725901486
3279504168
2397051486
3297504168
2379054618
2730945681
7203496518
7024369581
0742639851

1462830597 
1426385079 

4ths place bob.
Rung at Christ Church, Macclesfield, October 

8th, 1952.

SIBLE HEDINGHAM OUTING
Towers visited by Sible Hedingham ringers on 

October 11th for a half-day’s outing were Ray
leigh (8), Great Wakering (6), Thorpe Bay (8) 
and Boreham (8). Unfortunately, Prittlewell 
tower was under repair. At Great Wakering 
Mrs. Woodgate prepared a nice tea. Thanks 
are expressed to Miss M. Smith, M r. F . Lufkin 
and M r. A. Everitt and the Incumbents and 
towerkeepers. The party included Messrs. A. 
A. Finch (Sudbury), T. Bird (Wickham St. 
Paul) and G. Trendall (Pebmarsh).

READY N E X T  W EEK

The RINGER’S 
NOTEBOOK 
and DIARY, 1953

Compiled by 
William Viggers and Maurice Hodgson

BETTER TH A N  EVER

176 pages, packed with interesting 
information. 42 method diagrams.
Over 500 Touches and Quarters, 
from Doubles to Cinques, including 
Spliced Surprise. Space for re 
cording the y ea r’s Peals and 
‘ Towers.’ W eek-to-a-page Diary 
and section for notes. A host of 

other valuable contents.

Available in two qualities—
(a) Waterproof (b) Best quality 

Rexine leather

5'6
each net

T -
each net

Including Purchase Tax and Postage (6 or more 
to same address deduct 3d. per copy)

Send cash with order as quickly as possible (ja m  
name and address in Block Capitals please) to—

MAURICE HODGSON
184, K in g sh ill D riv e , K enton , 

H arrow , M id d lesex
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Q U A R T E R  P E A L S
ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA__On Aug. 31st.

a t St. Peter’s Cathedral, 1,260 Grandsire Triples: K. 
Stacey 1, Ruth Donnelly 2. Betty Sloan 3, W. M. 
Rowe (cond.) 4, J. Boutland 5. J. J. Cummins 6. L. R.
A. Curran 7. H. Cox (first of Triples) 8. First quarter 
of Triples on the bells.

ALDRINGTON, SUSSEX.—On Nov. 16th. 1,260 Plain 
Bob Doubles: Rosemary Patching (first quarter) 1, 
Mary W. Brown 2, Agnes F. Millam (first quarter) 3, 
Harry W. Brown 4. Stanley W. Brown (cond.) 5, D.
H. Paine (first quarter) 6. Rung in honour of the 
fourth birthday of Prince Charles.

BADSEY, WORCS.—On Nov. 10th, 1,260 Grandsire 
T rip les: K. Mitchell 1, R. Jelfs 2, A. J. Taylor 3, 
T. W. Hardiman 4, A. Worthington 5, A, J. Brazier
6, R. R. Savory (cond.) 7, E. M. Mitchell 8. Rung on 
the occasion of the golden wedding of Mr. G. A. 
King, ringer and churchwarden at this church, and 
Mrs. King.

BOSTON, LINCS.—On Nov. 9th. at St. Botolph’s,
I,260 Bob Royal : J. Brian 1, Lorna Briggs 2, F. Dewey
3, A. Freeston 4, S. Jessop 5, R. Brown 6. D. White
7, T. Frecston 8. W . E. Clarke (cond.) 9, J. Petch 10. 
Rung for Remembrance Day.

CHELSFIELD, KENT.—On Nov. 16th. 1.260 Grand
sire Doubles : J. Parker 1. Ann Pannell 2, J. A. Pan- 
nell 3, V. Webster (first quarter ‘ inside ’) 4, J. C. 
Carpenter (cond.) 5, A. C. Smith (first quarter) 6. Rung 
for patronal festival.

CHESTER.—At St. Mary-on-the-Hill, on Nov. llth ,
1.260 Grandsirc T rip les: Thelma Townend 1, H. O. 
Baker (cond.) 2. Betty Griffiths 3. Shirley Golding 4,
B. Kenny 5, Rev. J. Kingdon 6, G. F. Sperring 7, 
P. Townend 8.

CHELSEA, LONDON—On Nov. 2nd, 1,260 Grand
sirc Triples : J. H. Lott 1. K. M. H. Branson 2, F. 
Udall 3, J. M. R. Atkins 4, J. M. Weddell (first as 
cond., first ‘ inside ’ to Grandsire) 5, C. M. Meyer 6. 
P. A. Carter 7, C. Bartlett 8. Rung to celebrate the 
christening of Peter L. M. Meyer, first son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. M. Meyer.

FULHAM, MIDDLX.—On Nov. 2nd, 1.260 Bob 
Royal : Mrs. C. J. Watts 1, H. Miles 2, I. Goulter 3, 
R. J. Bowden 4. A. M. Tyler 5. A. W. T. Cleaver 6, 
T. E. Marks 7. P. Baker 8, T. J. Setter 9. J. Phillips 
(cond.) 10.

GREAT WYMONDLEY, HERTS.—On Nov. 16th.
1,440 Minor (720 each of Oxford Bob and Plain Bob) : 
M. Orme (15, first quarter) 1, P. Croft 2, G. Cherry
3, J. Church 4, W. Croft 5, F. Croft (cond.) 6. 

HAZELBURY BRYAN, DORSET.—On Nov. llth ,
1.260 Grandsire Doubles: J. Foot 1, Ben Ridout 2, 
Ben Ridout (cond.) 3, F. Hilliar 4, L. Ridout 5, W. 
Ricketts 6. First quarter for 1, 5 and 6. Rung half
muffled in memoriam William Uphall, a member of 
the local band.

HITCHIN, HERTS.—On Nov. 9th, 1,280 Double 
Norwich Court Bob M ajor: L. Fidler 1. P. Croft 2, 
G. Cherry 3. W. Todd (first in method * inside ’) 4, 
E. Winters 5, J. Church 6, D. Jones 7. F. Croft 
(cond.) 8. Also on Nov. 2nd, 1,260 Grandsire Triples : 
E. Winters 1, P. Croft 2, L. Fidler 3, G. Cherry 4, 
J. Church 5, F. Croft 6, D. Gullick (first of Triples 
as cond.) 7. W. Todd 8.

LYME REGIS, DORSET.—On Nov. 16th, 1,280 Lyme 
Surprise M ajor: Miss R. Buchthal 1, Miss E. Brown
2, H. G. Kceley 3, Canon C. C. Cox 4. R. Kecley 5,
C. W. Powell 6, G. H. Whitemore 7, G. S. Morris 
(cond.) 8. First in the method by 1 and 2.

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.—On Aug. 
24th. at St. Paul’s Cathedral. 1.260 Plain Bob R oyal: 
J. Roper 1. Mrs. P. Gray 2. Miss V. Willard 3, Miss
E. Sloan 4, Miss B. Beeson 5, J. J. Cummins 6, K. 
Stacey 7, J. Boutland 8, D. Curran 9, W. Rowe (cond.) 
10. First of Royal for 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, who come 
from Sydney. In mcmoriam R. H. McDonald, of 
Sydney.

ROMFORD, ESSEX.—On Nov. 9th, 1.260 Plain Bob 
Doubles, with 7 and 8 covering : Mrs. M. M. Osborne
1 Miss S. Booth 3, Mrs. J. C. Northan 4, H. F. Perry
5, L. W. Bullock (cond.) 6, A. T. Langstone 7, J. 
Merrett (first quarter) 8. 7-8 covering. First in method 
by all. Rung half-muffled for Remcmbrancc Sunday.

TAUNTON, SOMERSET.—On Nov. 9th, 1.260 
Grandsire Triples : G. Sage (first quarter away from 
tenor) 1, H. Floyd 2. Miss B. Rowsell (first away from 
treble) 3, W. H. Tarr 4, F. Matravcr* 5. H. Mock- 
ridge 6. W. G. Gigg (cond.) 7. P. Pengelly 8. For 
Remembrance Sundav.

WIDCOMBE, BATH, SOMERSET.—On Nov. 16th,
1.260 Doubles (360 April Day. 480 Bob. 420 Grand
sire): R. Collett 1, Mrs. P. Newman 2. P. Bate 3. E. 
Fry 4. H. Newman (cond.) 5. R. Burgess 6. Rung as 
a farewell to the Rev. Walker. First quarter in more 
than one method by all except 4.

YEOVIL, SOMERSET.—On Nov. 17th. 1.260 Grand
sire Triples: Mrs. R. Moore (first quarter of Triples)
1. A. C. Jeanes 2. G. Gaylard 3. T. E. Marks 4. D. V. 
Gare 5. H. Gaylard 6. T. J. Setter (cond.) 7, F. Smith
S. Rung half-muffled in mcmoriam Dan Dcnslow. for 
over 30 years a ringer at this church, interred same

N O T I C E S  
Sca le  of C h a rg e s

The charge of Notices for meetings is on* 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, mini,  
mom 3s.

Ail Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

BIRTH
GRABHAM.—On Wednesday, Nov. 12th,

1952, at Musgrove Park Hospital, Taunton, to 
Edna (nee Bedford), wife of Andrew Knox 
Grabham, of Staple Fitzpaine, the precious 
gift of a daughter, Jennifer Mary. Deo Gratias.

1724

DEATH
BLATCH. — On Nov. 22nd, 1952, Florence 

Sabina, beloved wife o f Fred, of Rose Bank, 
Fyfield, Essex, aged 49. 1737

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
The address of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Dodds 

is now 17, Queen Street, St. Albans, Herts.
1743

The home address of Ranald W. M. Clous
ton is now Swanslea, Westerfield, near Ipswich, 
Suffolk. Telephone Ipswich 2462. 1749

PUBLICATIONS 
IDEAL RINGERS’ PRESEN T—Before too 

late—only limited number left. ‘ Bells of All 
Nations.’ 21s., postage 10d., direct from the 
author, Ernest Morris, F.R.Hist.S., F.R.G.S., 
Verger’s Lodge, St. M argaret’s Vicarage, 
Leicester. 1555

‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 
NORW ICH,’ by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post 
free from the author, St. Clement’s Rectory, 
3, Colegate, Norwich. An account of the bells 
of one of England’s most historic cities, well 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic
tures. Second edition, much improved; no in
crease in price.

‘ THE A R T' AND SCIENCE OF HAND
BELL R IN G IN G ,’ by J. M. Turner. Post free 
3s. 6d. From the author, Waterloo House, 
Moulton, Northampton. 1673

MISCELLANEOUS 
‘ ALL SAINTS’ DOUBLES ’ METHOD. — 

This new method can be obtained from W. H. 
Cavill, High Street, Ashcott, Bridgwater, Somer
set. Price 6d. post free; extra copies 4d. each.

1591
PEAL CARDS can now be ordered at 5s. a 

set of 12, post free (minimum charge). Order 
and remittance must be sent with peal report.

MEETINGS 
BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIA

TION.—Bridgwater Branch.—Practice meeting 
at Cannington, Nov. 29th, 6.30 p.m.—R. Short, 
Chilton Trinity. 1740

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Stockport 
Branch.—Meeting at St. Paul’s, Staley, on Nov. 
29th. Bells 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15.—C. K. 
Lewis. 1683

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Farn
ham District.—Annual nomination meeting at 
Aldershot on Saturday Nov. 29th, from 2.30 
p.m. Service at 4.30. Tea at 5 p.m.—G. S. 
Joyce, 130, Ship Lane, Farnborough, Hants.

1684
GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — 

Chertsey District.—Meeting at St. Mary’s. East 
Molesey, on Saturday, Nov. 29th. Bells (8) 
from 3 p.m. Service at 4.30 Tea at Royal 
Cafe, Bridge Road, 5 p.m. Nomination meet
ing after.—W. Simmonds. Hon. Sec. 1738 

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 
Northern District. — Baldock, Nov. 29th. 3 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Special method: Duffield.—
E. Buck, Dis. Sec 1672

LADIES’ GUILD.—Central District.—Meet
ing at St. M ary’s, Woodford (near Gates Corner, 
South Woodford), Nov. 29th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. 
Leytonstone bells (8) from 6.30. Names for tea 
to Miss A. M. Baiiey, The Gables, Avenue 
Road, Bishop’s Stortford. 1667

NORW ICH ASSOCIATION. — Western 
Branch.—Antual meeting, Swaffham, Nov. 29th. 
Bells from 3 o’clock. Service 4.30. Tea shops 
in town. Business meeting 6 p.m. in belfry.— 
W. J. Eldred, 4, Wellington Street, King’s Lynn.

1691
WINCHESTER . AND PORTSMOUTH 

GUILD.—Winchester District.—Annual Dinner 
on Saturday, Nov. 29th, in Westgate Lodge 
Hotel, Winchester, at 7 p.m., followed by social 
evening. Bells available: Cathedral (12) 2—3, 
St. Maurice’s (6) 3.30—5, Hursley (8) and Twy- 
ford (8) 2—4, Alresford (8) 2.30—4.30. Service 
in St. Lawrence’s 5.15. Tickets (8s.) from Mr. 
J. A. C. King, 29, Fox Lane, Stanmore, Win
chester. 1658

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —
Monday, Dec. 1st, 7.15 p.m., general practice. 
St. Mary’s, Lambeth Bridge. 1703

BUXHALL, SUFFOLK.—The restored and 
augmented ring of six bells will be rededicated 
by the Bishop of Dunwich at a special service 
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 2nd. All ringers and 
friends welcome. 1665

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Ilchester Deanery Branch. — Annual meeting. 
Yeovil, Dec. 6th. Service 5 p.m. Tea and 
meeting to follow at the Cottage Cafe. Early 
notification for tea, please. — F . Farrant, 
Martock. 1705

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Chew Deanery.—Annual meeting. Portishead, 
Dec. 6th. Bells 3 o’clock. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea and meeting 5 o'clock.—Percy G. Yeo. 
Long Ashton. 1728

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Taunton Branch. — Annual meeting, Wilton. 
Dec. 6th. Bells 2.45. Service 4 p.m. Names 
for tea, please.—A. H. Reed, George Street. 
Taunton. 1733

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bed
ford District.—Meeting, Dec. 6th, Stevington. 3. 
Service 4.30. Tea at Red Lion 5. Oakley bells 
during evening. Special method, Carter. Please 
note Bedford A.G.M., January 3rd.—Michael 
Stephens. 1745

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—North- 
wich Branch.—Ringing meeting, Davenham (6), 
Saturday, Dec. 6th. Bells 3 p.m. Service 4.30 
p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Names for tea, not later 
than Dec. 2nd, to D. Smith, 29, West Avenue. 
Rudheath,.Northwich. 1719

COVENTRY DIOCESAN G U IL D —South
ern District.—Saturday, Dec. 6th, Ilmington
(6), 3 p.m. Short service at 4.30. Tea for those 
who notify by Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, morning. 
—R. J. Edden. 1709

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA
TION.—Northern District.—Meeting at St. 
Nicholas’, Cramlington, on Saturday, Dec. 6th. 
Names for tea, by Thursday, Dec. 4th. to Mr. 
Hart, 3, Blagdon Terrace, Cramlington. 1741 

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION—Cam
bridge District.—Meeting at Melbourn, Satur
day, Dec. 6th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5 p.m.—H. L. Martin, Dis. Sec. 1720 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South Eastern 
Division.—Meeting, Great Waltham (8), Satur
day, Dec. 6th—amended date. Bells 2.30 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Numbers for tea to A. H. 
Everett. The Chase. Boreham.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.—Cheltenham Branch.—Annual meeting. 
St. Mary’s, Cheltenham, Dec. 6th. Bells (12)
2.45 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea 4.45. Notify for 
tea.—P. Baker, 40, St. Michael’s Avenue. 
Bishop’s Cleeve. 1685
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GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.—Bristol City Branch.—Annual meeting, 
Dec. 6th, St. Mary Redcliffe (12) 3 p.m. Ser
vice 4.15 p.m. Tea 5 p.m., Church Hall, 
Guinea Street. Meeting follows. Please at
tend. Im portant business. Advise for tea, by 
Dec. 4th, F . Hancock, 124, Coronation Road. 
Bristol 3.—A. Bennett, Sec. 1735

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.—South Forest Branch.—Annual meet
ing at Lydney, Saturday, Dec. 6th. Bells (8) 2. 
Service 4. Tea 4.30. Names for tea, by Wed
nesday, December 3rd. to Mrs. D. Stafford. 
Staunton, near Coleford, Glos. 1714

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN 
ASSOCIATION.—Cirencester Branch.—Annual 
meeting, W atermoor, Dec. 6th. Bells (8) open
3 p.m., afternoon and evening. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5. Names for tea by Dec. 4th.—E. H. 
Jefferies, 24, Siddington, near Cirencester, Glos.

1754
HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 

Saturday Dec. 6th, Bishey (8), 3 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m. Names to R. G. Bell, .131, Hamper Mill 
Lane, W atford. Tel. Watford 7936. 1715 

K E N T  COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Rochester District.—By-meeting a t Borden (8) 
on Saturday, Dec. 6th. Bells from 3 p.m. 
Names for tea by Tuesday, Dec. 2nd, to C. S. 
Jarrett, 1, Blenheim Avenue. Chatham. 1702 

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Maid
stone District.—Meeting. Hollingbourne (6), 
Saturday. Dec. 6th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service
4.15. Tea 5. Names to Dr. E. S. J. Hatcher. 
Kimmeridge, Ditton, Maidstone. 1730

LADIES’ GUILD.—West Midlands District. 
—Meeting at Chilvers Coton on Dec. 6th. 
Bells (10) available at 3 p.m. Tea available for 
those notifying me bv Tuesday. Dec. 2nd.—- 
Audrey A. Timms, 32, Redesdale Avenue. 
Coundon. Coventry. 1739

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Blackburn 
Branch.—Meeting at Clitheroe on Dec. 6th. 
Ringing at 2.30 p.m. Meeting in the tower at
6 p.m. Cups of tea provided.—Charles W. 
Blakey, Branch Set;. 1744

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION—Lancaster 
Branch.—Meeting at Burton-in-Kendal. Wo't- 
morland. on Saturday. Dec. 6th. Bells (6) 
2.30-8.30. Tea 4.30. Names for tea to A. 
Casson, 5, Barton Row. Burton-in-Kendal, near 
Carnforth.—R. F. Eccles. Branch Sec. 1750 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Wigan 
Branch.—The annual meeting will be held at 
Ormskirk Parish Church on Saturday. Dec. 6th. 
Bells 3 p.m. Names for tea to Mr. Pilkington, 
34, Derby Street, Ormskirk.—-W. O. Farrimond, 
Branch Sec. 1753

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION and ROYAL 
CUMBFRLAND YOUTHS. — Joint m eeting 
Dec. 6th. St. Giles-in-the-Fields’ (8), 3-4.30: 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields’ (12). 4-5.15: St. M ar
garet’s, Westminster (10),- 7-9. Tea easily ob
tainable in vicinity.—F. W. Goodfellow and K. 
Matthews. Hon. Secs. 1712

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIA
TION.—Annual meeting. Stoke-on-Trent. Satur
day, Dec. 6th. Names for tea to M r. C. H. 
Page, 57. Oxford Street. Penkhull, Stoke-on- 
Trent.—W. Carnwell. Hon. Sec. 1706

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Newbury 
Branch.—Meeting, Hampstead Norris, Saturday, 
Dec. 6th. Bells (6) 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Names, by Wednesday. Dec. 3rd. to M r. J. 
Weaving, Hackney Bottom. Hampstead Norris.

1687
OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — North 

Bucks Branch.—A quarterly meeting at Bletch- 
lev. Saturday, Dec. 6th. Bells 2.30. Service
3.30. Please notify for tea by Nov. 30th.— 
R. H. Howson, 19, Greenfield Road, Newport 
Pagnell Bucks. 1695

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUTLD — V.W.H. 
Branch.—Ouarterlv meeting at Ashbury, Satur
day, Dec. 6th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. Names 
bv Dec. 3rd.—M. J. Pryor, 59, Marlborough 
Gardens Farin»don. 1697

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Sonning 
Deanery Branch.—Combined practice at St. 
Paul’s. Wokingham, on Saturday, Dec. 6th
6 30-9 p.m.—B. C. Castle. 1710

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD — South 
Oxon Branch.—A combined practice will be 
held at Haddenham, Bucks, at 5.30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 6th.—H. Budger, Branch Sec.

1747
PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD — 

Guilsborough Branch.—Meeting at Watford (6), 
Dec. 6th. Names for tea, before Dec. 2nd, 
please, to E. Orland, High Street, Long Buckby, 
Rugby. 1732

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD - 
Devizes Branch.—Meeting at Holt (6) on Dec. 
6th. Bells from 3 p.m. Service and tea. 
Names to Slatford, North Bradley, Trowbridge.

1734
SALISBURY DIOCESAN G U IL D —Salis

bury Branch.—Practice meeting, Shrewton (6). 
Dec. 6th. Names for tea, by Dec. 2nd, please.—■ 
Miss Eloie, 81, Hamilton Road, Salisbury. 1708 

SALISBURY GUILD. — West Dorset 
Branch.—Annual meeting, Lyme Regis, Dec. 
6th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4. Tea and meet
ing follow. Other towers open: Uplyme (6) 
afternoon and evening; Axminster (8) after
5.30. Names for tea by Dec. 1st, please.—
C. H. Lathey. 1713

SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT SOCIETY — 
Final meeting of the year at Handsworth on 
Saturday. Dec. 6th. Bells (8) 3 p.m. Silver 
Cup Committee meet as advised in belfry 2 
p.m. Names for tea to Mr. W. H. Taylor, 89. 
Hall Road. Sheffield 9-—J. E. Turley, Hon. Sec.

1718
SOUTHEND AND DISTRICT GUILD — 

Practice meeting will be held at Rettendon on 
Saturday, Dec. 6th, at 3 p.m. Cups of tea pro
vided; please bring own food.—P. A. Sadler.

1736
SOUTHWELL GUILD.—Nottingham Dis

trict.—Meeting, Radcliffe-on-Trent (8), Satur
day, Dec. 6th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Names for tea, 
by Thursday previous, to Mr. A. Lygo. Kelvin- 
side, Cranfield Avenue, Radcliffe-on-Trent, Not
tingham. 1707 

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Halesworth District.— 
Ringing meeting, Saturday. Dec. 6th, at Hales
worth (8), 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m. Names for tea, by Dec. 3rd, to R. S. 
Payne. 21, Hotson Road, Southwold. 1694 

SUFFOLK GUILD.—Mildenhall D is t r ic t -  
Meeting at Newmarket. St. Mary’s Church. 3 
p.m., Saturday. December 6th. Service 4 30 
Tea 5 p.m.—D. M. Reeve. I 1726 

SUFFOLK GUILD. — Sudbnry-C!are Dis
trict. — Evening practice meeting, Dec. 6th. 
Bells (6) 5.30 p.m., Stoke-by-Clare.—L. D. 
Mills. Hon. Sec. 1721 

SURREY ASSOCIATION—North Western 
District.—Meeting at All Saints’, Benhilton. on 
Saturday, Dec. 6th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.30. 
Tea and meeting in Church Hall after service. 
Nominations for District Officers. Notice for 
tea, by Dec. 4th. to M r. Gosden, 12. Meadow 
Close, Sutton, Surrey.—R. Lathbury, Hon. Dis. 
Secretary. 1690 

SWANSEA AND BRECON GUILD. — 
Southern District.—Annual meeting, Gorseinon, 
Sat.. Dec. 6th. Bells (8) 2.30. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea and meeting to follow. Names please, by 
Nov. 29th.—A. J. Hoare, 6, Gendros Crescent, 
Fforestfach Swansea. 1675 

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern — 
Quarterly meeting, Crawley (8). Dec. 6th. 3 
p.m. Tea for those who advise by Dec. 3rd.—
G. T. Jennings, 5. Malthouse Road. Crawley. 
Sussex. 1716 

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION — 
Western Branch. — Branch annual meeting, 
Saturday. Dec. 6th„ at Kemosey. Bells (6) 3 
p.m. Service 4.15 p.m. followed by tea and 
business meeting. Names for tea by Tuesday, 
Dec. 2nd, to E. F . Cubberley, Park Cottages. 
Kempsey, near Worcester. 1748

SILSOE BEDS.—To commemorate the anni
versary of the dedication of the bells, a special 
ringers' service will be held on Sundav. Dec. 
7th. at 3 p.m. Ringing before and after the 
service. Tea at 4.30 p.m. All ringers and 
friends welcome. 1755

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIA
TION.—Crewkerne Deanery.—Annual meeting 
at Ilminster Saturday, Dec. 13th. Service 4.30. 
Tea 5. Notify by Tuesday, 9th, for tea.—J. T. 
Locke, Hon. Sec. 1711

DEVON GUILD.—Exeter Branch.—Annual 
meeting, Exeter, Saturday, Dec. 13th. Ringing, 
St. Mark’s (new 8), 2.30-3.30. Service at St. 
Petrock’s, 4 p.m. Tea and meeting, St. David's 
Institute, St. David’s Hill, 4.30. Ringing, Heavi- 
tree, 7-8.30 p.m. Other Exeter towers if re
quested. Names by Dec. 9th.—F. Wreford, 24, 
Normandy Road. Exeter. 1677

EARDISLAND, HEREFORDSHIRE.—The 
recast and augmented ring of eight bells (John 
Taylor and Co.) will be dedicated by the Bishop 
of Hereford at 3 p.m.. Saturday, Dec. 13th. All 
ringers and friends welcome. Names for teas, 
by Dec. 9th, to L. Evans, The Brouch, Eardis- 
land, Leominster. 1717

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ASSOCIA
TION.—Tewkesbury Branch.—Annual meeting, 
Ashton-under-Hill, Dec. 13th. Bells (6) avail
able 2.30 p.m. • Tea at 5. Names for tea, by 
Tuesday, Dec. 9th, to J. Beech, 6, Abbey Ter
race. Tewkesbury. Tel. 2308. 1725 

GUILDFORD G U I L D — Leatherhead Dis
trict.—Meeting, Ewell, Dec. 13th. Usual a r
rangements. Service 4.30. Tea at 5 in Church 
Room. Business to nominate District officers 
for 1953. Names for tea, by previous Wed
nesday, to John Beams. 4, Cottage Road, West 
Ewell.—A. H. Smith. 1746 

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 
Western District.—Meeting at King’s Langley 
(8), Saturday. Dec. 13th, 3 p.m. Names for tea, 
by Dec. 11th, to Mr. A. G. Cook, 10, High 
Street. King’s Langley.—P. A. Martin. 1723 

OXFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Oxford 
City and District Branch.—Meeting, St. Ebbe’s, 
Oxford. Saturday, Dec. 13th. Ringing 2.30. 
Service 3.30. Tea 4.30. Names for tea, by 
Wednesday. Dec. 10th, to Miss M. R. Cross, 
The School House, Radley, Abingdon, Berks.

1727
PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD — 

Daventry Branch.—Meeting, Weedon. Saturday, 
Dec. 13th. Names for tea. not later than Satur
day, Dec. -6th, to Mrs. Hill. 14. New Street, 
Lower Weedon, Northants.—F. W. Hancock. 
Hon. Sec. 1729

SOUTHWELL G U IL D —North Notts Dis
trict.—Meeting at Tuxford (6), Saturday. Dec. 
13th (Edwinstowe unavailable). Names for tea 
by 10th to  Mr. W. Brett, 1, Ashvale, Tuxford, 
Newark.—H. Denman. 1731

SURREY ASSOCIATION. — Southern Dis
trict.—Quarterly meeting, Redhill, Dec. 13th. 
Bells (8) 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5, followed by 
business meeting including nominations for Dis
trict officers for 1953. Names for tea to Miss 
Illman, 12. Garlands Road, Redhill. 1742 

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH 
GUILD.—Winchester District.—Practice meet
ing, Wonston, Saturday, Dec. 13th. Bells (6)
2.30. Service 3.15. Tea 4.15 at Coach and 
Horses Inn, Sutton Scotney. Names, by pre
vious Wednesday, to Mr. J. A. C. King, 29. 
Fox Lane. Stanmore, Winchester. 1751

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Western 
District. — Quarterly meeting at Rothwell on 
Saturday, Dec. 13th. Bells (8) available from
3 p.m. Committee meeting 4.15 p.m. Tea 5 
p.m. for those who notify, by Wednesday, Dec. 
10th, Mr. T. W. Strangeway, 21. Haigh Avenue. 
Rothwell, near Leeds. Special business: Elec
tion of new committee m em ber: nominations to 
be sent to  the District Secretary. Members 
please note these arrangements as no circulars 
will be issued.—A. E. Marsh, Hon. Dis. Sec. 1686

BEVFRLEY AND DISTRICT RINGING 
SOCIETY.—Annual dinner will be held in 
Beverley on Jan. 31st, 1953. Members and 
friends please keep this date free. More de
tails later. 1722

CREATON. NORTHANTS.—On Nov. 15th. 1.260 
Plain Bob Minor : R. Seaton 1, S. Brown 2. W. Brown
3. D. Griffin 4. A. J. Millward 5. G. A. Hollick (cond.)
6. After a peal failure due to rope trouble.
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B A T T E R S E A  S U R P R I S E  M A J O R
12345678
21436587
12346578
21435687

24136578
42315687
24135678
42316587

24361857
42638175
24631857
42368175

24386715
4283765!
48273615
84726351

48276531
8ths place Jead end, 6ths place bob, clean 

proof scale. First rung at Willesden on Sept. 
13th, 1952.

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION
rhe Chew Deanery Branch held their monthly 

meeting in dense fog at Dundry on November 
15th.

The fine tower was built at the end of the 
15th century by the Merchant Venturers of Bris
tol to  assist shipping navigating the Bristol 
Channel and River Avon to the Port of Bristol. 
The church stands 790 feet above sea level and 
a fine view of the city and the surrounding 
countryside can be had from the tower on a 
clear day.

The six bells do not ‘ go ’ too well but were 
put to good use by between 20 and 30 ringers, 
methods practised ranging from rounds to 
London and Cambridge Surprise Minor.—

M. J. H.

THE RINGING WORLD

PUBLICATIONS
BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL

COLLECTION OF P L A I N  s. d.
MAJOR METHODS . .  . .  3 0 

COLLECTION OF COMPOSI
TIONS (MAJOR) ................... 2 9

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES & 
M INOR METHODS . .  . .  3 6 

FOUR-WAY TABLE M INOR
METHODS ...........................  6

CHANGE RIN G IN G  ON HAND
BELLS ................................... 2 0

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSI
TION ............................................1 2

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise Major . .  4
Double Norwich ...................  6
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 6 
Bristol Surprise Major . . . .  4 

HINTS TO BEGINNERS . . . .  6 
COLLECTIONS OF PEALS—

Sect. II., Plain Bob and Double
Oxford Bob ...........................1 0

Sect. III., Double Norwich C.B. 1 0 
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B...............................  8
DOUBLE NORWICH COURT

BOB C A T E R S ...........................1 2
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc. ................... 1 2
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES — 

Ringers’ Society or Com pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS (3 copies for 3/3) 1 2 

(New Edition)

MR. W. H. J. HOOTON, 
Osmington School, Trine, Herts.
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‘ THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES\

Noted for Easy Handling u d  
Non-Stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

T h e  R i n g e r s ’  H a n d b o o k
Reprinted 1952 

FOR ALL LEARNERS
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4 /t. : :  4 to 6 bells 2/i 
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from M n  E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham,

Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
C H U R C H  B E L L  R O P E  A N D  C L O C K  R O P E  M A N U F A C T U R E R

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick's, Manchester. 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

MUFFLERS :: RINGING MATS :: MATTING :: FLAG LINES :: ETC ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

• ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pagei;
31-

• GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130
pages; 3/4 

•STEDM AN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages; 2/10 

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edition. 
Letterpress 2/6. Diagrams 1951 re
print 2/6

‘ TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten.

•SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt of postal ordt t  
from

M IS S  M . E .  S N O W D O N
The Cettage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Graage-«Ter-Saads, Lane*.

W I L L I A M  P O T T S  &  S O N S ,  L T D .  b a n k f i b l d  t e r r a c e . L E E D S .  4

Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

A n d  9. A d e lp h i C h a m b e rs , Shakespeare Street, N E W C A S T L E - O N - T Y N E ,  
and 96, C a rv e r  Street, S H E F F I E L D ,  1

Printed for the Proprietor* by the Woodbridge Pres*. Ltd., Guildford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.. Ltd., Breams Buildings. Loadon. B.C.4.


