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THE AFFIRMATION

SOME things in life give the Editor a glow of pleasure. 
When he hears of old ringers talking of ringing at
6 a.m. on Easter Day and receives reports of the band 

assembling at 7 a.m. and afterwards attending the Com
munion service there can be only two apparent conclusions. 
The first is a deep-seated sense of loyalty to the Church, 
coupled with it the boldness to make a public affirmation 
of their creed, or alternatively an unctious pomposity bor
dering on hypocrisy, as pre-breakfast ringing before a 
service can in no sense qualify jn the realm of personal 
performance.

The Editor has been brought up in the belief that there 
are elements of goodness in all human nature, although 
some have slipped from the path of rectitude. Too many 
people get a wrong orientation by viewing life with a great 
element of suspicion, looking first, when anything praise
worthy is done, for an ulterior motive. ‘ If you knew ringers 
as I know them, you would take a different view,’ has more 
than once been a comment he has received, when he has 
been apt to accept at face value what sounded as a sensible 
proposition. And so he passes in their minds for one of 
those simple folk, one of those foolish innocents, who will 
eventually be disillusioned by the wily clever folk. Of 
course, there have been disappointments when that initial 
trust has not come up to expectations, but the search after 
goodness in human relationship has brought a far richer 
reward than .the matching of intellect against intellect in a 
war of suspicion.

Thus it comes about that the writer prefers to take the 
view that those who ring early on an Easter morning do 
so with a strong sense of affirmation. The first is that the 
grave is not the end of human existence; it is true it is the 
end of the earthly body, but the soul, in some mysterious 
form not revealed to man, lives on. To a degree Nature 
in its wonderful circles provides a degree of comprehen
sion. The second is far more significant: the conquest of 
death is through Christ. The Resurrection is no empty 
fable. It was the Son of God Who took human form, was 
crucified for the transgressions of the world and on the 
third day rose again. This firm belief is the message of 
the Easter bells.

The great love of God for mankind did not reach this 
earth by a prophet, a university professor renowned for his 
learning, a writer or publicist whose word gripped every
body, a great philanthropist who drew men to him by his 
compassion or a monarch who by wise statesmanship ruled 
his people. His Son came among us as of the humblest of 
folk, His mother a village girl, His father a craftsman. By 
the skill of His hands he earned his livelihood as a car
penter, and throughout His short ministry of three years 
lived a life of the simplest character, accepting hospitality 
where proffered. That perfect life has been the greatest 
influence the world has known, the source of all true 
inspiration.

The vital thing is that that inspiration is just as virile 
to-day as it was in Judea 1,900 years ago. It has been 
manifested in many directions. The advance of civilisation, 
the recognition of the freedom of man, the responsibility 
of man for the care of his neighbour are. equally as great 
as the outward manifestations of that Divine inspiration 
as are to be found in the great cathedrals of our land often 
completed after centuries of labour to the glory of God. 
His presence and His influence, working in the humdrum 
things in life, are among the greatest marvels of the world 
to-day—totally inexplicable unless there is the basis of 
that affirmation.

And where do we ringers come into this picture? Those 
first disciples were not drawn from the ranks of the erudite 
or those who had lived sheltered lives, but from hardy 
rugged folk capable of a good round oath when the occa
sion demanded. In the main we as ringers are largely 
recruited from such a class; it is freely admitted that we 
have in our ranks our intellectuals and those who by 

.scholarship or in other directions have an honoured place 
in the social fabric of to-day. As a body we are largely 
inarticulate, living simple lives either as craftsmen or in 
agricultural pursuits. Our affirmation of ‘ Christ is risen ’ 
comes not as some would regard through the orthodox 
channel—the message from the pulpit or the singing of 
hymns. High up in the belfry, away from the ordinary 
people, perhaps as the Psalmist describes on ‘ loud sound
ing cymbals,’ comes a rolling majesty giving to the world 
our affirmation that ‘ they in Christ shall all be made alive.’

Let the ringing this coming Easter Day be with that 
conviction. Let it truly be to the glory of God; the best we 
can do. With prayer and faith, the message we preach, 
though inarticulate in words, may bring that hope and 
consolation so needed in our towns and villages to-day.
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TWELVE BELL PEAL
LEICESTER.

THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On M on., Mar. 24, 1952, in 3 Hours and 38 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C athedral C hurch  o f  St . M a rtin ,
A PEAL OF 5280 BUCKINGHAM  SURPRISE MAXIMUS

Tenor 25 cwt.
M r s . H . J. P oole  ..Treble  
D o rothy  M . U dale . .  2 
Er n e st  W . R aw son  . .  3 

• M r s . P . J. St a n if o r t h . .  4 
H arold  J. P o ole  . .  5 
Sh ir l ey  Burton  . .  . .  6

J ohn  R . S m it h  . .  
H arry G . W ayne 
S id n ey  O . C heney  
H errick  B . Bo w ley  

* t  P e te r  J. Staniforth  
W ill ia m  J. R oot

9
10
II

Tenor
Conducted by H arold J. P o o le .

* 200th peal together, t  300th peal. First peal of Maximus to be 
rung in this method. A birthday compliment to Mrs. H . B. Bowley. 
A wedding compliment to Yvonne Staniforth (sister of Peter J. 
'.taniforth) and Eric Barton. All the ringers are members of the Sun
day service band at the Cathedral.

TEN BELL PEALS
BURTON-ON-TRENT, STAFFORDSHIRE. 

THE M IDLAND COUNTIES GUILD.
On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 20 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . P a u l ,
A PEAL OF 5077 STEDMAN CATERS

Tenor 28 cwt.
‘ W ill ia m

N oreen
G ordon

fWALTER
-(•Harold

J .  L each 
B rain 
H arrison
G . Soar . .
H . H arrison

. .Treble 
. .  2 
. .  3 

4
. .  5

W alter P . W hiteh ea d  
B arnabas G . K ey  . .  
S id n ey  H . J on es  
G eorge L . R o den  . .  
E dw ard  J .  W h it e  . .

9
Tenor

Composed and Conducted by W alter P. W h it e h e a d .
* 50th peal, t  First peal of Stedman Caters. Rung for Confirma

tion.
NOTTINGHAM .

THE SOUTHWELL DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thurs., Mar. 27, 1952, in 3 Hours and 7 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . P e t e r ,
A PEAL OF 5003 GRANDSIRE CATERS 

Tenor 20 cwt. 3 qr. 2 lb. in E.
J . K en neth  W agstaff 
G eorge  E . P adgett  
C l em en t  G lenn  
Patrick  P reston  
H erbert L e w in

. .Treble 
2
3
4
5

Composed by A rt h u r  K n ig h t s .

R eg in a ld  A . A ley  
R . T h om as  N ew m an  
F rank B radley 
W alter N ic h o l s  
A rth u r  E . H o o d l ess  

Conducted by C l em en t

6
7
8 
9

Tenor 
G l en n .

A farewell to F. Bradley, of the local company, who is leaving for 
Penryn, Cornwall.

BIRMINGHAM.
ST. M ARTIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On Sat., Mar. 29, 1952, in 3 Hours and 30 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C athedral C h u r c h  o f  St . P h il ip ,

A PEAL OF 5040 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE ROYAL
Tenor 31 cwt. 21 lb. in D.

R ogers 
C. P orter 
S im m o n d s  
T . B eeson  
J . R o o t  . .

Conducted by W il l ia m  H . H e w e t t . 
First peal of Surprise Royal by a

W ill ia m
W illia m

‘ W ill ia m
W il l ia m
W ill ia m

6
7 '
8 
9

Tenor

W ill ia m  A. L acey ..Treble  
W il l ia m  C. D o w d in g  . .  2 
W il l ia m  H ibbert  . .  . .  3 
W il l ia m  H . H e w e t t  . .  4 
W il l ia m  A. T heobald  . .  5 
Composed by W ill ia m  P y e .

* First peal of Surprise Royal 
‘ name ’ band.

ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX.
LONDON COUNTY ASSN. & N . SOUTHWARK DIO. GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 29, 1952, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  Sa in t s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED SURPRISE ROYAL 
Comprising 2,240 changes each of Yorkshire and Cambridge and 560 
changes of Pudscy, with 41 changes of method. Tenor 16^ cwt. in E.
V ictor  W . G r im w a d e  ..Treble  
R. J oyce P e tt  . .  . .  2 
Sheila  E. H arris . .  . .  3 
M r s . O livf. L . R o g e r s . .  4 
A. L e s l ie  P earson  . .  5 
Composed by G abriel L in d o f f .

T h om as  E . D a v ies  
Sq u ir e  C roft 
F rancis D . B is h o p  
D a v id  J .  C harnley  
H arold W. R ogers 

Conducted by H arold W.

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
R o g e r s .

First peal of three Spliced by all, on the bells and for the Associa
tion and in the county of Middlesex. All members of the local com
pany except the ringer of the treble. A 45th wedding anniversary 
compliment to Mr. and Mrs. H. Brooks.

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 29, 1952, in 3 Hours and 24 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  A ll  S a in ts ,

A PEAL OF 5040 LONDON SURPRISE ROYAL
No. 3 Version.
G . R onald  E d w a r d s  ..Treble  
H enry  O . Baker . .  . .  2
W il f r e d  Stev e n so n  . .  3
J ohn  E .  B ibby  . .  . .  4
C . K en n et h  L e w is  . .  5

Tenor 3 0 | cwt in D. 
A lan A . P o t ts  . .  . .  6 
W alter A llm an  . .  . .  7 
R a l ph  G . E d w a r d s  . .  8 
J o s e p h  W h itta k er  . .  9 
J ohn  W o rth  ......................Tenor

Composed and Conducted b y 'C . K en n eth  L e w is .
The first peal in the method, in the county, by the Guild and on 

the bells. This composition contains 18 567890’s and 18 657890’s.

EIGHT BELL PEALS

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 
On Sat., Feb. 16, 1952, in 3 Hours and 25 Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . P ete r  ad  V in c u l a ,
A PEAL OF 5056 PUDSEY SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 20 cwt. 8 lb.
J oh n  Beardm ore  ............ Treble
J u n e  M. H e n sh a w  . .  2 
A rthur  P eake . .  . .  3 
G . A r n o ld  M oore . .  4

F r e d k . E . W il s h a w  . .  5
E w art  H. E d g e  . .  . .  6
C harles H. P age . .  . .  7
F r e d k . W m . G rocott  . .  Tenor

Composed by C. H. M a rtin . Conducted by F r e d k . Wm. G rocott .
First peal in the method by all the band, on thp bells and for the 

Association. Rung fully muffled to the memory of King George VI.

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tues., Feb. 19, 1952, in 3 Hours and 20 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . G il e s ,
A PEAL OF 5088 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 

Tenor 16 cwt.
*Jo h n  Beardm ore  ..Treble  
• J un e  M . H e n sh a w  . .  2 

F r e d k . W m . G rocott  . .  3 
*G . A rno ld  M oore . .  4

R onald  T .  B arlow  . .  5
F r e d k . E . W il s h a w  . .  6
E w art  H . E dg e  . .  . .  7 
C harles  H .  P age . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by H. G . C a sh m o r e . Conducted by F r e d k . W m . G rocott .
* First peal in the method. Also first peal of Superlative on the 

bells. Rung half-muffled to the memory of King George VI.

BURNHAM, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 8, 1952, in 2 Hours and 59 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
Pritchard's Four-part.
H ild a  M. T aylor . .  ..Treble
C y r il  A . Bu r g e s s  . .  . .  2
R onald  D ise r e n s  . .  . .  3
N oel  J .  D ise r e n s  . ,  . .  4
Conducted by G eorge  G ilb er t .

Tenor 12 cwt. 3 qr. 13 lb. in F  sharp. 
W ill ia m  B irm in g h a m  . .  5 
C larence  H . D obbie  . .  6 
R eginald  W . R ex  . .  7 
G eorge  G ilb ert  . .  . .  Tenor 

Witness: M iss E dna  H earsey .

LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed.. Mar. 19, 1952, in 2 Hours and 38 Minutes, 
A t  th e  B ell  F ou n d r y  C a m pa n il e ,

A PEAL OF 5184 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6 |  cwt.

M r s . H . J . P oole  ..Treble  
E r n est  W . R aw son  . .  2 
H arold J .  P oole  . .  . .  3 
J ohn  R . S m it h  . .  . .  4 
Composed by F. D e n c h .

* First peal in the method.

J . F red erick  M ilner  
H errick  B. Bo w ley  

• D onald  C. P rice  
A lfr ed  B allard 
Conducted by A l fr ed  B allard. 

First peal in the method as conductor.

5
6 
7

Tenor

Rung on the 25th anniversary of the conductor’s first peal.

ASHTEAD, SURREY.
THE GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . G il e s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES
Parker’s Twelve-part.
♦Beryl W o r sfo l d  . .  Treble

E d w a r d  E . C ow ard  . .  2
F rank  O ak sh o tt  . .  3

‘ J a m es  E . Sy m o n d s  . .  4

* First peal.
C o n d u c ted  b y  A lber t  H arman .

Tenor 14 cwt. 8 lb . in F. 
A lan S m it h  . . * . .  . .  5 
A lbert  H arman . .  . .  6 
A rthur  Sm it h  . .  . .  7 
S id n ey  W . A rbon . .  . .  Tenor
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ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, LANCASHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sal., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 16 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . P ete r ,

A PEAL OF 5120 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR
In 13 methods, being 960 Rutland, 640 London and 320 each of Bristol, 
Cambridge, Cray, Eastcote, Lincolnshire, Lindrum, New Gloucester, 
Pudsey, Superlative, Wembley and Yorkshire, with 139 changes of
method.
J am es A . M iln er  . .  ..Treble
F red  D unk erley  . .  . .  2
W il f r e d  Stev e n so n  . .  3
A lan A . P ot ts  . .  . .  4

Tenor 18 cwt. 3 qr. 11 lb. in E.
C. K enneth  L e w is  . .  5
J o h n  W orth  
P eter  L aflin  
J o s e p h  W h itta k er

. 6 
7

. Tenor
Composed by A . J . P itm an  (Reversed). Conducted by C. K . L e w is .

CRAWLEY, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5056 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 13J cwt.

‘ A nn  M il e s  ......................Treble | B a s il  W . W h it e  . .  .
‘ L ena S . Sk e et  . . . .  2 j J am es  H . L ill ey  . . . 

F rank H . H ic k s  . . . .  3 i R aym ond  O very  . .  . 
G eo ffr ey  D . Burr o u g h s  4 1 L eonard  St il w e l l  . .  .

. .  5 

. .  6 

. .  7 
. .  Tenor

Composed by F rank  B en n et t . Conducted by L eonard  St il w e l l .
* First peal. A wedding compliment to Kenneth Snelling, of Craw

ley, and Gladys Apps, of Cuckfield.

CRAYFORD, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . P a u l in u s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Dexter’s Variation of Washbrook’s. Tenor 12} cwt.
W alter J .  L em o n  . .  ..Treble  
J am es  B en n ett  . .  . .  2
R a lph  B ir d  ................... 3
L eonard  E . T id y  . .  . .  4

F r ed erick  W . B u dgen  . .  5
J o h n  O . W eller  . .  . .  6
F r ed erick  J .  C u l l u m  . .  7
G eorge  J .  B u tch er  . .  Tenor

Conducted by F re d e r ic k  J .  C u l l u m .
50th peal of Stedman Triples as conductor. The ringer of tenor has 

now completed the ‘ circle.’ Rung as birthday compliments to M r. A. 
Mason and the conductor.

CREWE. CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 20 Minutes,
A t  C h r is t  C h u r c h ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES
Heywood’s Variation.

H arry F .  H o l d in g  ..Treble
J o hn  E . Brou gh  . .  . .  2

‘ A r th u r  R ogers  . .  . .  3
I v o r  R . N ic h o l s  . .  4

Tenor 20 cwt. 
G eorge  A . P acker . .  5 

‘ H arry W. H ow ard  . .  6 
R ichard  D. L a n g fo r d . .  7 
H enry  P arker . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by R ichard  D. L angford .
* First peal in the method. A welcome to the new Vicar, Rev. 

Francis G. Gentry.

EDMONTON, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hburs and 50 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  A l l  Sa in t s ,

A PEAL O F 5120 SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR 
Comprising 960 London, 960 Rutland, 640 Yorkshire, 480 Cambridge, 
480 Superlative, 320 Wembley, 320 W atford, 320 Lindum, 320 Bristol 
and 320 Hereford, with 149 changes of method. Tenor \1}  cwt. 

P h il ip  J. C ow a r d  . .  ..Treble  ! ‘ A lfr ed  J. H o u s e  . .  . .  5 
♦A n n e  B. Stockdale  . .  2 j L eonard  H . Bo w l er  . .  6 

T ho m a s  H . F rancis . .  3 ! R ichard  F. B. Sp e e d  . .  7 
A l ic k  C u t le r  . .  . .  4 H arold  G . C ashm ore  . .  Tenor 

Composed and Conducted by R ichard  F .  B. Sp e e d .
* First peal o£ Spliced Surprise in ten methods.

FRITTENDEN, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t th e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary,

A  PEAL OF 5056 SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt.

Treble t F r e d e r i c k  G. H u c k s te p p  5
2 ! M ark S. L a n c efield  . .  6
3 | T hom as  C u l lin g w o r th  . .  7
4 H arry P arkes . .  Tenor 

Composed by A rthur  K n ig h t s . Conducted by F r e d k . G. H u c k s t e p p .
* First peal in the method.

GLOUCESTER.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF CRYPT YOUTH and 

THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 
On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,

A t t h e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary-d e -C r y p t ,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 

Tenor 14 cwt.
H arry N e w m a n  ..Treble  W ill ia m  R ic h in g s

H arry B aker 
P ete r  D. H u c k st e p p  

• C yril  A . W ratten 
B en ja m in  F .  Baker

T h om as  Boreham  
L e s l ie  Barry 
C harles L arner

Conducted by L e sl ie  B arry.
inducted

5
6 
7

Tenor

J oan Bu s s e y  ................... 2
T hom as  N ew m a n  . .  . .  3 
W il l ia m  T. C o x  . .  . .  4 
Composed by W . M a t h e w s .

Rung as a welcome to the Rev. E. C. Pritchard, who was 
Vicar on March 17th.

GREAT BENTLEY, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary.

A PEAL OF 5024 DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 7} cwt.
Treble I G eorge A . A n d r ew s  . .  5

2 j G eorge W aterman . .  6
3 E dw ard  E . D avey  . .  7
4 I A lan R. A n d r ew s  . .  Tenor 

Composed by S ir  A rt h u r  H e y w o o d . Conducted by A . R. A n d r e w s .
* First peal in the method.

HIQHAM FERRERS, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 15 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5088 YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 22 cwt. in E.

‘ A rthur  G . B utton  
G eorge  N . O rman 
U rban W . W ild n e y  

‘ R oy  D u esb u ry

H arry W o o d in g  . .  ..Treble
J ohn  K in g  ................... 2
G eorge  C are . .  . .  3 
E r n e st  E . W h it m o r e  . .  4

R onald  J .  Sharp . .  . .  5 
W illia m  J .  W h itm o r e  . .  6 

‘ J oh n  E . Sk e r r it t  . .  7 
P atrick  G . C hapm an  . .  Tenor

Composed b y  P atrick  G . C hapm an . Conducted b y  G eorge C are. 
* First peal in the method.

HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING, CO. DURHAM.
THE DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Sat.. Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 58 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hu r ch  o f  St . M ich a el ,

A PEAL OF 5088 ST. CLEMENT’S COLLEGE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt.

C harles  M cG u in e s s  ..Treble  
M ich a el  P . M oreton  . .  2 
K athleen  So ftl e y  . .  3 
T h o m a s  W . C row e  . .  4 
Composed by H. W . W il d e .

K en n eth  A rt h u r  . .  . .  5 
J .  A lan A in sw o r t h  . .  6 
W ill ia m  E . R obinson  . .  7 
E ric  N. H arrison  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by E ric  N. H arrison .

First peal in the method on the bells and by all the band except the 
treble ringer.

LEYTON, LONDON.
LONDON COUNTY ASSN. & N. SOUTHWARK DIO. GUILD. 

On Sat.. Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  S t . M ary-th e -V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 STEDMAN TRIPLES 
Heywood’s Transposition. Tenor 8J cwt.
‘ J ean M . W e d d e l l  . .  Treble N e v il  G , H o l lin g w o r th  5
T ho m a s  H . ' T a f f e n d e r . . 2 
A u d r ey  M. C astle  . .  3 
C harles W . O ttl ey  . .  4

Conducted by N e v il  G . H o l lin g w o r th . 
* First peal. First peal as conductor.

E ric  T . Beaucham p  . .  6 
J a m es  B ullock  . .  . .  7 
C h a s . E . W il l m in g t o n  . .  Tenor

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
New Installations Repairs : Maintenance 

Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY, LTD.



228 THE RINGING WORLD April 11, 1952

MELBOURNE, DERBYSHIRE.
THE DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Sal., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C hu r ch  o f  St . M ich a el  and A l l  A n g e l s , 

A PEAL OF 5024 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt. 1 qr. 24 lb.

A lber t  E. T h o m pso n  ..Treble  
♦W alter G. Soar . .  2 

F rancis R . L o w e  . .  3 
W alter P . W h it e h e a d . .  4

• J o h n  F. W il k in s o n  . .  5 
♦Ph il ip  H. W h ita k e r  . .  6

D e n is  R . C ar l isl e  . .  7
H arold  T aylor . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by F r e d k . W m . G ro cott . Conducted by W . P. W h it e h e a d .
♦ First peal in the method. The quickest peal of Major on the 

bells, and the first peal of Bristol for the Association. Rung as a 
farewell to John F. Wilkinson, of the R .A .F., who is leaving for 
Canada.

NORTON, EVESHAM, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.

(Southern Branch.)
On Sal., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . E g w in ,
A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 

Parker’s Twelve-part (7th observation). Tenor 14 cwt.
G eo ffr ey  J. H e m m in g  . .Treble 

♦Brenda  M . S m it h  . .  2 
W il f r e d  J. N e w m a n  . .  3 
C l if f o r d  J. D arke . .  4

C. A rt h u r  M anning  . .  5
R. R oger  Savory  . .  6
G erald  C. H e m m in g  . .  7

■(•Ke n n et h  M itc h el l  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by G eo ffr ey  J .  H e m m in g .

♦ First peal ‘ inside ’ on eight, t  First peal. A compliment to 
Brenda M. Smith on her 17th birthday.

PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
A t t h e  C athedral  C h u r c h  o f  St . T h o m a s-o f -C anterbury ,

A PEAL OF 5088 PLAIN BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 25£ cwt.

F red erick  W . B u r n e t t . .Treble 
B lanche  M . Ball . .  2 

♦S. K athleen  M . K n ig h t  3 
E. W in if r e d  K e y s  . .  4 

Composed by F rank H opg o o d .
♦ First peal of Major. 

Mr. F. W. Burnett.

P a t r i c k  P a g e  . .  . .  5 
N o rm a n  J . S m ith  . .  . .  6 
J o h n  W. M e a d e  . .  . .  7 
J o h n  H . H u n t  . .  . .  T enor  

Conducted by J o h n  H . H u n t .  
The 60th consecutive peal on the bells by

PULFORD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 52 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r y - th e -V irg in ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CHELTENHAM BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 10 lb.

F r e d  E vans ...................Treble
J oh n  W . G r if f it h s  . .  2  
N orah  M . B ibby  . .  . .  3 
D e n n is  H . B. M illw a rd  4

J o hn  W . Be st  
G eorge H . R andles  

♦Brian  H arris
P ercy S w in d l ey

5
6 
7

Tenor
Composed by A. P . H ey w o o d  (No. 25). Conducted by P . Sw in d l e y .

♦ 50th peal for the Guild. First peal in the method by all and for 
the Guild.

ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . D e n y s ,

A PEAL OF 5024 LINCOLNSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 23 cwt. 23 lb. in D.

W il l ia m  R ogers . .  ..Treble  
• B arbara A . M it c h e l l  . .  2 
♦D o ris  E. C olgate  . .  3 

A r t h u r  S. R ich a r d s  . .  4 
Composed by R . F. B. Sp e e d .

• R obert  C o l l in s  . .  . .  5 
• J o h n  E. C annell . .  6 
• R ichard  E. P ric e  . .  . .  7 
P h il ip  A. C orby  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by P h il ip  A. C orby . 

* First peal in the method. Rung for the wedding of Patricia, eldest 
daughter of Mr. W. Rogers. Also a fifth birthday compliment to his 
grandaughter, Yvonne, and a birthday compliment to Miss Doris E. 
Colgate, ringer of the third.

STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 14 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  SS. P eter and  M ary,

A PEAL OF 5056 DOUBLE OXFORD BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 24 cwt.

Ro n a l d  W. St ew ard  ..Treble  | G eorge W. P ip e  . .  . .  5
H orace J .  M a n sfiel d  . .  2 M ax P . P a g e ...................  6
R obert  E. L ester  . . . .  3 ' H arry D. L ist e r  . .  . .  7 
D erek  G . W o o d w a rd  . .  4  G arnham  A. Blaxcell  . .  Tenor 
Composed by N olan  G o l d en . Conducted by H arry D. L is t e r .
, First peal in the  m e th o d  by all the band and on the bells.

TERRINGTON ST. CLEMENT, NORFOLK.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 2 Hours and 53 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r ch  o f  St . C l e m e n t ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED MAJOR 
Comprising three m ethods: Plain Bob, Gainsborough Little Bob and 
Little Bob; 120 changes of method. Tenor 11^ cwt.
E dw a r d  B arker . .  ..Treble  
W allace W . C o u s in s  . .  2
J ohn  E . F o x  ...................  3
Stanley  G. E l se y  . .  . .  4

C ecil  V. E bberson  . .  5
♦N orm an  V. H ard ing  . .  6

E r n est  H . M a stin  . .  7
C laude  C o u s in s  . .  ..T enor

Composed by J. C arter . Arranged and Conducted by E. H. M a s t in .
* 150th peal. First peal in three Major methods by all and for the 

Ely Association.

THATCHAM, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 13 cwt. 23 lb.

A lbert  D is e r e n s  ..Treble
♦R onald  F. D ise r e n s  . .  2 

M r s . P . L e w in g to n  . .  3 
t  J o s e p h  N a pper  . .  . .  4  
Composed by T. B. W o r sl ey .

* First peal of Surprise ‘ inside.

fWALTER E . L e w in g to n  5 
R e g in a ld  W . R e x  . .  6 
N o e l  J .  D is e r e n s  . .  7 
A la n  R. P in k  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by A la n  R. P in k . 
t  First peal of Surprise. First

peal of Cambridge Major on the bells.

THORPE BAY, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 3 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t.  A u g u s t in e ,

A PEAL OF 5088 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 16 | cwt.

A r t h u r  H ubble  . .  ..Treble  
W ill ia m  S. M ay . .  2
P h il l ip  Sadler  . .  . .  3 
A rt h u r  B . W if f e n  . .  4 
Composed by H . D a in s .

F rank C . M ay 
F rank  B. L u f k in  
G erald  F rost  
F rank V. G ant

. .  5 

. .  6 

. .  7 
. .  Tenor

Conducted by F rank  B. L u f k in . 
A birthday compliment to Arthur B. Wiffin and Mrs. A. Hubble.

WITHYHAM, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., Mar. 23, 1952, in 3 Hours,
A t  t h e  C hu r ch  o f  St . M ic h a e l  and  A l l  A n g e l s ,

A PEAL OF 5280 APSLEY SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt. 9 lb. in E.

•J. L eonard  G l y d e  ..Treble  | W il l ia m  R ogers  . .  . .  5 
D o ris  E. C olgate  . .  2 | H enry  G . K e el ey  . .  . .  6 
R obert  C o l l in s  . . . .  3 J S. G e o ffr ey  W aters . .  7 
T h o m a s  E. So n e  . .  4 ! G . Stedm an  M o rris  . .  Tenor 

Composed by H . G . C a sh m o r e . Conducted by G. Stedm an  M o r r is .
* First Surprise peal. First peal in the method by all the band, on 

the bells and for the Association.

BIRMINGHAM.
ST. M ARTIN’S GU ILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM. 

On M on., Mar. 24, 1952, in 2 Hours and 54 Minutes,
A t  B is h o p  R y d e r 's C h u r c h ,

A PEAL OF 5088 RUTLAND SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 12 cwt. 3 qr. 24 lb. in F  sharp.

T erry  R . H am pton  ..Treble  
M u r ie l  R eay  . .  . .  2 
C laudia  A . H arding  . .  3 
G . W il l ia m  C ritch ley  . .  4 
Composed by G eorge  B aker .

J ohn  P in f o l d  . .  . .  5 
J .  M artin  T ho r ley  . .  6 
H enry  H . F earn . .  . .  7 
G eorge  E . F earn  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G eorge  E . F earn .

HELMSHORE, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Mar. 25, 1952, in 2 Hours and 57 M inutls, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . T h o m a s , M u sbu r y ,

A PEAL OF 5120 KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt.

N orm an  S m it h  
K en n eth  H artley  
R oger  L e ig h

A lbert  M il l s  . .  ..Treble  
H erbert M il l s  . .  . .  2 
T h om as  I s h er w o o d  . .  3 
R e v . P . T . R o bb in s  . .  4 
Composed by J . R e e v e s . Conducted by R e v . R . D. S t .  J .  Sm it h .

First peal in the method as conductor. Rung for the centenary of 
the church, consecrated on March 25th, 1852.

R e v . R . D. S t . J. S m it h . .  Tenor
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LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., Mar. 26, 1952, in 2 Hours and 30 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  Bell  F o u n d r y  C a m pa n ile ,

A PEAL OF 5024 BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 6J cwt.

J ohn  A . U n d e r w o o d  ..Treble
E r n est  W. R a w so n  . .  2
E l iza beth  Sm it h  . .  . .  3
J .  F r e d erick  M iln er  . .  4

J o hn  R . Sm it h  . .  . .  5
H errick  B . Bo w l ey  . .  6
D onald  P r ice  . .  . .  7
H arold  J .  P o ole  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by G. R. P y e . Conducted by H arold J . P o o l e .
A compliment to  Mr. and Mrs. P. J .  Staniforth on their first wed

ding anniversary.

PULFORD, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wed., Mar. 26, 1952, in 3 Hours,

A t  t h e  C hu r ch  o f  St . M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,
A PEAL OF 5184 DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT BOB MAJOR 

Tenor 9 cwt. 3 qr. 12 lb.
*Sh ir l ey  G o l d in g  . .  . .  Treble
J ohn  W . G r if f it h s  . .  2
N orah  M . B ibby  . .  . .  3
F r e d k . E vans  . .  . .  4

G eorge  H. R andles . .  5 
tD E N N is H . B. M ill w a r d  6 
P ercy  S w in d l e y  . .  . .  7 
B rian  H arris . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by H enry  D a in s  (C.C.C. 30). Conducted by Brian  H a rr is .
* First peal of Double Norwich, f  50th peal for the Guild. First 

peal of Double Norwich as conductor.

DARLINGTON, COUNTY DURHAM.
THE DURHAM  AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

On Thurs. Mar. 27, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r ch  o f  S t. J o h n -t h e -E v a n g e l is t ,

A PEAL OF 5056 CAM BRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt. 13 lb.

*D o r is  M . K ill in g le y  ..Treble  
• F r ed erick  W . C o oke  . .  2 

G eorge F .  N e w t o n  . .  3 
M ich a el  P . M oreton  . .  4

T h o m a s  C o oke  . .  . .  5 
•W il l ia m  H . K in g c o t t . . 6 

W . N orman P ark . .  . .  7 
R oland  P ark  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by C. M id d l e t o n  Conducted by R o land  P a rk .
* First peal of Surprise Major.

WILLESDEN, MIDDLESEX.
MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSN. & LONDON DIOCESAN GUILD. 

On Thurs., Mar. 27, 1952, in 2 Hours and 40 Minutes„
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5056 M IDDLETON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 10 cwt.

L eonard  H . B o w ler  . .  5E r n e st  H . K ilb y  . .  ..Treble
• A n n e  B . Stockdale  . .  2

A l ic k  C u t le r  . .  . .  3
T h o m a s  J .  L o c k  . .  . .  4

T h om as  H . F rancis . .  6 
A l fr e d  J .  H o u s e  . .  . .  7 
R ich a r d  F .  B . Sp e e d  . .  Tenor

Composed by H. G . C a sh m o r e . Conducted by R ichard  F. B . Sp e e d .
* 75th peal. The first peal in the method.

E R IT H ,' KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Mar. 28, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J o h n -t h e -Ba p t is t ,

A PEAL OF 5024 LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR 
Tenor 15 cwt.

A r t h u r  M ason  . .  ..Treble  
G eorge  J .  B u tch er  . .  2 

• M r s . C. J .  M a t th e w s  . . .  '  3 
J a m es  B en n ett  . .  . .  4

R a lph  B ir d  ...................... 5
H erbert  E . A u d s l e y  . .  6 
F re d e r ic k  J .  C u l l u m  . .  7 
P h il ip  A . C orby  . .  . .  Tenor

Composed by F rank  Be n n et t . Conducted by F r e d k . J .  C u l l u m .
* First peal in the method.

BEDDINGTON, SURREY.
THE SURREY ASSOCIATION.

On Sat., Mar. 29, 1952, in 2 Hours and  58 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r y - th e - V ir g in ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE TRIPLES 
Holt’s Original. Tenor 18 cwt. 1 qr. 26 lb. in E flat.
• R aym ond  I .  F .  P arsons  Treble 
tKENNETH W . M a ck in to sh  2 

G ill ia n  R . B ritta in  . .  3 
M ichael  V . C h ilc o tt  . .  4

J ohn  W . St ev en so n  . .  5
D a v id  E. P arsons . .  6
F rank E. D arby . .  . .  7

fJoH N  E. C h ilc o tt  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by F rank E. D arby.

* First peal, t  First peal of Grandsire Triples. First peal of 
Triples as conductor.

The W orld Freedom Bell

Gillett &. Johnston  can rightly claim  to  be the only  firm  

fully equipped  to  take care o f  the  com plete installation 

in  the  C hurch  T ow er. A s founders o f  bells and m akers 

o f  tow er clocks and o f  all electrical and m echanical 

bell operating m echanism , we accept undivided 

responsibility  fo r the satisfactory com pletion  o f  each 

p ro ject. Some o f  the  m ost fam ous and largest instal

lations in  the w orld  have been carried o u t entirety 

w ith in  o u r organisation. W e specialise, to o , in  the 

preservation  and resto ra tion  o f  old  clocks and rings o f  

an tiquarian  in terest.

B ellfounders & Clock m akers since 1 8 4 4

GILLETT & JOHNSTON LTD
! j

C R O Y D O N

i



230 THE RINGING WORLD April 11, 1952

FIVE AND SIX BELL PEALS
KEELE, STAFFORDSHIRE.

THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Jan. 12, 1952, in 2 Hours and 32 Minutes,

A t t h e  C h urch  o p  S t . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,
A PEAL OF 5040 LONDON SURPRISE MINOR 

Being seven different extents. Tenor 6 cwt.
♦O. M ich a el  Slaney ..Treble  
‘ J u n e  M . H en sh a w  . .  2
*Er ic  N ixon  ................... 3

Conducted by F r ed erick  W il l ia m  G rocott . 
* First peal of London Minor.

F r e d k . E . W il s h a w  . .  4 
♦ D e n is  M . K nox  . .  . .  5 

F r e d k . W . G rocott  . .  Tenor

KINGSLEY, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sat., Jan. 12, 1952, in 2 Hours and 55 Minutes,

A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . W e rbu r g h ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR

Being seven different extents. Tenor 12 cwt.
♦A nn  Sherratt  . .  . .Treble I F r e d k . E. W il s h a w  . .  4 

F r e d k . W m . G rocott  . .  2 | t W il l ia m  C arn w ell  . .  5
E ric  N ix o n  ................... 3 ' D e n is  M . K nox  . .  . .  Tenor

Conducted by D e n is  M. K n o x .
♦ First peal, t  100th peal. First peal in tfye method as conductor.

ALMELEY, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sun., Mar. 2, 1952, in 2 Hours and 28 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h urch  o f  S t . M ary ,

A PEAL OF 5040 GRANDSIRE DOUBLES
Being five 240’s of Morris’s arrangement, two 240’s of Pitman’s and 
28 six-scores. Tenor 10 cwt.
A rt h u r  W . W il l ia m s  ..Treble i W il f r e d  N orgrove  . .  4 
G eorge  B arker . .  . .  2 ■ i F re d e r ic k  R . H arris . .  5 
M r s . E. C handler  . .  3 R ichard  Sq u ir e s  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by F re d e r ic k  R . H arris .
A farewell to the Rev. P. C. Matthews, who is leaving the parish.

DISLEY, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 48 Minutes,
A t  th e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 SPLICED TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Being seven extents in 25 methods, with 50 changes of m ethods: (1) 
Abbeyville, Crowland, Combermere, Vale Royal and St. Werburgh 
Delight, (2) Marple and Willesden Delight, (3) Newdigate, Old Oxford 
and College Bob IV. Delight, (4) Braintree and Wragby Delight; 
(5) Charlwood, Neasden and St. Albans Delight, (6) Morning Star, 
Ockley, Duke of Norfolk, College Exercise and Norbury Treble Bob, 
(7) Oxford, Capel, Sandal, London Scholars’ Pleasure and Kingston 
Treble Bob. Tenor 8} cwt.
♦Ba s il  J o n e s  ...................Treble
♦An n e  W orth  . .  . .  2 

C . K en n eth  L e w is  . .  3

•♦N e il  D . L om as . .  . .  4  
A lan A . P o t ts  . .  . .  5 
J a m es A . M iln e r  . .  Tenor

Conducted by C. K en n et h  L e w is .
♦ First peal in 25 methods. Rung fully muffled as a  last tribute to 

Rev. Charles Musgrave, M.A., Vicar of Disley, 1924-1948.

ROTHLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 15, 1952, in 2 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 11J cwt.
♦Peter  C ham bers ..Treble
fDiANA Seal  ...................  2

M ary A. C arpenter  . .  3
Conducted by B. Stedm an  P ayne . 

♦ First peal, t  First peal of Minor.

R oyston  W ilm o re  . .  4 
F . K evan  T h o m pso n  . .  5 
B. Stedm an  P ayne . .  Tenor

WEST STOW, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 15, 1952, in 3 Hours and 6 Minutes,
A t t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor 15 cwt. (approx.) in F .
E r n e st  F o o ter  ..Treble  I A rt h u r  F .  Ballam  . .  4
A lbert G. Ballam  . .  2 E d w a r d  A . M urrell  . .  5 

♦W il l ia m  F .  R ick  w o o d . . 3 I P e t e r  C. W r ig h t  . .  . .T e n o r  
Conducted by P eter  C. W r ig h t .

'  ♦ First peal. Rung in honour of the third anniversary of the 
appointment of the Rev. William J. Parker, as priest-in-charge of West 
Stow.

BUNWELL, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Sun., Mar. 16, 1952, in 2 Hours and  53 Minutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ich a el  and A l l  A n g e l s ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR 
Being seven different extents. Tenor

T . C harles Brow ne  
R onald  E . B u rt  . .  
F rank C . W . P h il l ip p o .

9 cwt.
4
5

Tenor

♦D a v id  N ic h o l ls  ..Treble
K en n et h  W. M u t t o c k . .  2 
F rank C. J .  A r n o ld  . .  3

Conducted by F rank C. W. P h il l ip p o .
♦ First peal. An 80th birthday compliment to Mr. A. Sturman 

former captain of the company and one-time churchwarden at Bunwell

HASKETON, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.

On Tues., Mar. 18, 1952, in 2 Hours and 46 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,

A PEAL OF 5040 OXFORD TREBLE BOB MINOR 
Tenor 91 cwt. in A.

L e w is  J .  L a s t ...................Treble
J am es W . Sm it h  . .  . .  2 
T h om as C. W ard . .  . .  3

F red erick  J . C r a pn ell . .  
C e c il  W . P ip e  . .
R onald W . Stew ard  . .  Tenor

Conducted by R onald  W. Stew a r d .
Conductor’s 100th peal of six bells. Rung in memoriam to the late 

George Thompson, of Hasketon, a local service ringer.

STAGSDEN, BEDFORDSHIRE.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Tues., Mar. 18, 1952, in 2 Hours and 45 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . L eonard ,

A PEAL OF 5040 SURPRISE MINOR 
Being an extent each of London, Wells, York, Durham, Surfleet, 
Beverley and Cambridge. Tenor 10J cwt.
P atrick I. C hapm an  ..Treble  
R onald  J .  Sharp . .  . .  2 
E vely n  Steel  . .  . .  3

A n d r ew  C. S in f ie l d  . .  4  
W . N orman P ark  . .  . .  5 
C. E d w a r d  J e ff r ie s  . .  Tenor

Conducted by W . N orman P ark .
Rung for the 70th anniversary of the Association.

KIRBY BELLARS, LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE LEICESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Wed., Mar. 19, 1952, in 2 Hours and 57 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C hu rch  o f  St . P eter ,
A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES 

Consisting of eight 120’s each of St. Bartholomew, April Day, Canter
bury, Plain Bob and ten of Grandsire. Tenor 12 cwt. 2 qr. 22 lb.
R . C y ril  T yler  . .  . .  Treble I J a m es  W ebb  ................... 3
H arold  T. Bonshor  2 | E r n est  M o rris . .  . .  4

A l fr e d  E. H inm an  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by H arold T. Bo n sh o r .

ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Mar. 21, 1952, in 2 Hours and 37 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  J am e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being one extent each of College Exercise Treble Bob, Oxford Bob, 
Childwall, St. Clement's, Fulbeck, Double Bob and Plain Bob. 

Tenor 9 i cwt.
G ordon  R . W h e w e l l  ..Treble  i Brian H . W ood  . .  . .  4 
C harles W . Blakey  . . . .  2 C h r is . M . P . J ohnson  . .  5
K en n eth  H artley  . .  3 R oger  L e ig h  ...................Tenor

Conducted by R oger  L e ig h .

BAGLAN, GLAMORGAN.
LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Fri., Mar. 21, 1952, in 3 Hours and 5 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  C a th e r in e .

A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 
Being three 720’s of Oxford Bob and four 720’s of Plain Bob. 

Tenor 12} cwt.
• J o h n  L ock  . .  

T revor  M . R od erick  
J .  A rthur  H oare . .

.Treble A l fr e d  H annington  . .  4
2 E d m o n d  M o rr is  . .  . .  5
3 G w y n  I. L e w is  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G w y n  I. L e w is .
♦ First peal in two methods. Rung half-muffled in memoriam Mrs. 

H. A. Llewellyn, of Baglan Hall, whose family were the donors of this 
beautiful church and bells; also to the Very Rev. Dr. Gwyn Davies, 
Dean of Monmouth.
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HARLAXTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Mar. 21, 1952, in  2 Hours and 50 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  SS. M ary  and  P e t e r ,

A PEAL OF 5040 DOUBLES
Being six extents of Plain Bob and 36 of Grandsire, ten callings. 

Tenor 12 cwt. in G.
*Serg t . D ouglas W ray ..Treble  

Sp . C o n . F. S. P arsons 2 
tSERGT. H arry V a l t e r s . .  3

*P.C. J a m es  R . H o l m e s  . .  4 
P.C. H . R e g in a l d  W o o d s  5 
P.C. R . P . A r m s t r o n g . . Tenor

Conducted by P.C. H. R eg in a ld  W o o d s .
* First peal of Doubles, t  First peal. First peal ever rung by an 

all-Lincolnshire County Police band of ringers.

SILK WILLOUGHBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Fri., Mar. 21, 1952, in 2 Hours and 35 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . D e n is ,

A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB M INOR
Being seven different 720’. Tenor 8 cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb. in A.
• D aphne M . W eston  

H u g h  L ongland 
D onald  H . M ettam

* First peal, 
his wife.

. . Treble H enry  P .  C o l lin  . .  4
2 ’ N e v il l e  W h it n e y  . .  5
3 J a m es H. M u sso n  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J a m es H. M u s s o n .
A 12th wedding anniversary peal for the conductor and

BENEFIELD, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 1 Hours and 47 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary ,
A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR 

Being 1,440 Oxford Treble Bob, 1,440 Kent Treble Bob and 2,160 Plain 
Bob. Tenor 7 cwt. 3 qr.
J o h n  H . Bl u f f  . .  . .  Treble \ *R onald  R u s s e l l  . .  . .  4 
H erbert  G o akes . . 2 I G eorge  Bu s h  . .  . .  5 

*P ercy  D. B aldock  . .  3 ' T h o m a s  A u s t in  . .  . .  Tenor 
Conducted by J ohn  H . Bl u f f .

* 25th peal together. Believed to be the first peal of Minor on the 
bells.

BRAUNSTON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.

(Guild Officers.)
On Sat., Mar. 22, 1952, in 3 Hours and 1 Minute,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  A ll  Sa in t s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 M INOR 

Being one extent each of Cambridge Surprise, Single Oxford, Double 
Oxford, St. Clement’s, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Plain 
Bob. Tenor 17 cwt. 2 qr. 13 lb.
“F red  W . H ancock (Daventry Branch, Secretary and Treasurer) Treble 

W il l ia m  Y ates  (Towcester Branch, Secretary and Treasurer).. 2
*G eorge  H . H ancock  (Daventry Branch, P re s id e n t)................... 3

E r n est  G . O rland (Guilsborough Branch, Secretary and Treas.) 4 
G e o ffr ey  E . W atson (Kettering Branch, Secretary and Treas.) 5 

*Eric  N obles (Northampton Branch, Secretary and Treasurer) Tenor 
Conducted by E ric  N o bles .

* First peal of Minor in seven methods.

HANDBELL PEALS
NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Sun.. Jan. 13, 1952, in 2 Hours and 5 Minutes.

I n t h e  Be lfry  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . G il e s ,
A PEAL OF 5000 SPLICED MAJOR 

Being 12 methods, v iz .: Plain, Reverse, Double, Little B ob; Kent 
Crayford, Wellington Little C ourt; Gainsborough, Spalding; Ash
bourne, St. Clement's and Crayford College; 256 changes of method.
E ric  N ixon  ................... 1 - 2 I O .  M ichael  Slaney  . .  5-6
F r e d k . W. G rocott . .  3-4 | R onald  T. Barlow  . .  . .  7-8 
Arranged by O. M ich ael  Slaney . Conducted by F r e d k . W. G rocott . 

First peal in 12 methods by all and for the Association.
NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Wed., Feb. 20, 1952, in 1 Hour and 45 Minutes,

In  t h e  Be lfry  o f  t h e  C hu r ch  of  St . G il e s ,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR 

Being seven different extents.
F r e d k . E . W il s h a w  . .  . . 1-2 |  F r e d k . W m . G rocott  . .  3-4 

R onald  T. Barlow  . .  . .  5-6 
Treble and tenor ringers each called two 720’s and 3-4 ringer 

called three 720’s. A farewell peal to F . W . Grocott, who is leaving 
North Staffordshire for service in H.M. Forces.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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A NEW QUARTER 
This is the second issue of the new quarter 

and new postal subscribers for 1952 can be en
rolled for 17s. 8d. Will those who have not 
vet renewed their quarterly subscriptions (6s.) 
please remit without delay to Mr. J. E. Jeater,
11. Franks wood Avenue, Petts Wood, K en t

We have received a quar
ter peal of Stedman Triples 
rung a t a church dedicated 
to St. Michael and all Angels in the Chester 
Diocese. Will the sender please supply us 
with the name of the town or village in which 
this performance took place, the name of the 
conductor and the name and address of the 
sender (in evidence of good faith).

Another good ringer is going to Cornwall. 
Mr. F . Bradley, of Nottingham, is leaving for 
Penryn, Cornwall.

A West Country reader reminds us that 
Alphington is near Exeter and not Plymouth 
as was inadvertently stated in ‘ Bells in English 
Life.’

Cheshire ringers visited All Saints’, Lough
borough. on March 29th and rang a peal of 
London Surprise Royal. No. 3 Version, and 
nrovided Leicester Guild with something new !

One of our eminent young conductors upon 
joining the Forces forgot one of his duties 
in civilian life—the piom pt reporting of his 
peals to ‘ The Ringing World.’ After waiting 
three weeks his colleagues have now made good 
the omission.

Mr. A. Patrick Cannon, the well-known 
heavv-bell ringer, has had the great privilege of 
being the first ringer to  ‘ turn in ’ Liverpool 
Cathedral tenor. This was done by ringing 
three leads of Treble Ten on Saturday last with 
the tenor rung single-handed.

We have recei/ed another interesting letter 
from M r. Ernest Weatherby, of Los Angeles. 
He has contacted M r Peter Povooth, who is 
taking a course in the Technical' Institute of 
Pasa Ceria. Mr. Pavooth is taking additional 
courses with the W ater and Power Company 
of Los Angeles and at Seattle and hopes to  
reach Victoria and Vancouver and ring on these 
bells before returning to England in September.

BELFRY GOSSIP
When Mr. Denis Mot- 

tershead sent a telegram ask
ing for assistance from  the 

local band as he was short of a treble ringer 
for a peal attempt, he received the following 
amusing telegram in reply: ‘ N o table wringer. 
Try Ivor.’ Errors in transmission can be most 
humorous.

Mr. John E. Chilcott, one of the foremost of 
our voung conductors of Stedman Cinques, has 
now rung his first peal of Grandsire Triples—  
and that from the tenor !

To attend a District meeting in the Midlands, 
one veteran enthusiast travelled 80 odd miles 
bv train and bus for the privilege of ringing 
in a new six-bell tower He adds that the few 
short touches of M inor were much enjoyed.

The first anniversary of the wedding of Mr. 
and Mrs. P. J. Staniforth was celebrated by 
peals a t Leicester and Loughborough. The peal 
of Buckingham Surprise Maximus a t Leicester 
Cathedral was something new in Maximus 
ringing. It was Peter’s 300th peal and Jill and 
Peter’s 200th togethei.

A number of our readers are interested in 
music. We have received the prospectus of 
the Canford Summer School of Music which em
braces all branches of music. The courses are 
very comprehensive ranging from  vocal to full 
orchestras. Canford is two miles from Wim- 
borne and eight miles from Dorchester. The 
course is from  August 10th—24th.

Members of the Leiston band of ringers rang 
handbells at Thebecton Church on March 29th 
at the wedding of Mr. Alan Robert Bridges, 
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Bridges, 
of Leiston. and Miss Edna Mary Walker, daugh
ter of the late M r. C. S. Walker and Mrs. Wal
ker. of Theberton Post Office. The bridegroom 
is a member of Leiston St. M argaret’s ringers, 
and the bride is actively connected with the 
Theberton Brownie Pack and Sunday School. 
The honeymoon was spent at Torquay.

TH E W H I T E C H A P E L  
B E L L  F O U N D R Y

MEARS & ST A IN B A N K
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.l
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

ESTABLISHED
1570

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES MUFFLES 
Etc.
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SIDELIGHTS ON RINGING IN SUFFOLK
CONCERN OVER CONDITION OF BELLS IN  FAMOUS TOWERS

T W O  interesting reports giving an insight 
into Suffolk ringing of to-day are con

tained in the annual report of the Suffolk 
Guild for 1951, which will be presented at the 
annual meeting at Ipswich on Easter Monday.

The Ringing Master, M r Charles J. Sedgley, 
writes:—

* The chief interest in our peal records for 
the past year is that for the first time in its 
history peals of Minor rung for the Guild 
exceed those of Major, the totals being Minor 
42 and M ajor 26. This opens up several in
teresting lines of thought, but I shall confine 
myself to two. The first is that the generation 
of ringers that built and maintained the pres
tige of the Guild for so many years is passing 
away. Some have joined the great majority, 
and I need only mention Charles Bailey, of 
Leiston, William Rumsey, of Deberiham, and 
T. William Last and George Whiting, of Hel- 
mingham, in this respect; others, by reason of 
infirmity and other matters, are, we trust tem
porarily, laid aside.

‘ The other inference is that we have a grow
ing band of young Minor ringers who have put 
up some good performances this year, especially 
in seven-method peals and in whose hands lie 
the future prestige of the Guild. But—and here 
I sound a note of warning—in ringing, as in 
most things, we cannot remain static; either 
we progress or we recede; we either go forward 
to fame or we slip back to nonentity. That 
choice is theirs, but they will attain nothing 
by ringing peal after peal of Minor in one, 
two or three methods, than which nothing 
could be more paralysingly monotonous.’

Mr. Sedgley concludes by offering his con
gratulations to Rodney Pipe on calling his 
own composition of Kent Treble Bob Royal 
from a working bell and to  M r. Frank L. 
Fisher, who in its bi-centennial year, conducted 
—not for the first time—Holt’s Original.

MEMBERSHIP INCREASING
M r. C. W. Pipe, as general secretary, in his 

reDort w rites:—
‘ Every person who takes more than a 

frivolous interest in our Guild will wish to 
know whether 'we are  making progress oir 
whether the Guild is on the decline. Progress, 
it may be held, depends on many factors. There 
are some ringers who will judge progress by 
the quantity and quality of peals. Others will 
judge by the number of meetings and the in
troduction of young and new members, and, 
finallv. there are those who base their opinion 
upon the increase or decrease of membership 
and the financial situation. The latter usually 
interests the majority of members and it is 
with great satisfaction I can report a healthy 
increase in membership and finance.

‘ It must be admitted, however, that our stan
dard has deteriorated and it is a matter of re
gret that peals of Surprise Royal and Maximus, 
Grandsire and Stedman Caters and Cinques 
and London and Bristol Major do not feature 
in last year’s peal columns. Were it not for 
the Surprise Major peals under the conductor- 
ship of Mr. Leslie Brett, our 1951 performances 
would look very humble indeed. This steady 
contribution of better class ringing is a chal
lenge to many of our intelligent young men 
to emulate the example set by the Framsden 
ringers.

‘ In other years the need has been stressed for 
finding recruits; for more service ringing by 
everyone; the prompt and regular payment of 
the small subscription. But if our standard

does not improve, and that very quickly, there 
will be a sharp decline in interest and our 
good work will vanish rapidly. The chief fault 
is the failure to observe the open and closed 
lead and the offenders in this respect cannot 
claim to be good strikers.’

RESIGNATIONS AND DEATHS
Good work, stated the report, had again been 

put in by the District secretaries, who had ar
ranged meetings all over the county in order 
to achieve better feeling, better striking and 
more members. Mr. George Felby offered his 
resignation after holding the office of a Dis
trict secretary for many years. Mr. Edward 
Ellenger decided to become a minister of the 
Free Church and his resignation was received 
with great regret. Before this, the Guild was 
stunned by the sudden passing of Mrs. Ellen
ger. Thus Ipswich lost two staunch supporter*. 
Mr. Max Page had taken up the work and re
sponsibility for the Ipswich District and had 
already made a name for himself by his keen
ness. Deeply regretted also was the decision 
of Mr. Archie Fitch to resign as District sec
retary of Sudbury, a post he had held since 
1945. He had given good service to the Guild.

By death the Guild had lost the Rev. George 
Porter, of Easton, M r. Charles F . Bailey, of 

'Leiston, probably the greatest ringer that Suf
folk had produced, Mr. Charles Crapnell, of 
Ipswich, and Mr. William Dye, of Grundis- 
burgh.

RESTORATIONS
Four very useful restorations took place 

during the year. At Bures, through the hard 
work of Mr. Leslie Mills, two trebles were 
added to  the fine old six bells. Later, at 
Cotton, two trebles were added to complete the 
octave, and for this they had to thank Mr. 
Chilvers. The six bells at Copdock had been 
rehung on ball bearings. A t Tunstall a com
plete restoration had taken place, and the little 
ring of six was now a credit both to the 
parish and the bell founders. Work had been 
commenced at Pakefield (Taylor’s), Stradbroke 
(Gillett’s) and at Lavenham (Mears’).

‘ It can be truly said that nearly all our heavy 
rings, including those of our two leading 
churches, are now in a poor condition, and 
these should be reported to the Church 
authorities without delay in order that funds 
may be opened before the bells become totally 
unringable and the cost of restoration double 
what it may be to-day. Clumsy and heavy- 
going bells, with poor tonal quality, will 
neither attract young recruits nor inspire the 
listening public; they are not worthy of the" 
fine churches in which they hang. However, it 
is heartening to know that a dozen orders, 
chiefly from the minor churches, have been 
placed with all three bell founders and we may 
confidently look forward to the day when the 
majority of our bells are in a respectable con
dition and on a par with the “  go ” and tone 
of bells in many other counties.’

GRATEFULLY ACKNOW LEDGED
The Editorial Committee acknowledge with 

gratitude the following contributions to meet 
the added cost of ‘ The Ringing World ’ :—

Personal.—W. (Norman Park and Roland 
Park £1

Peals.—Accrington 3s., Whetstone 3s., West 
Mailing 5s Timberland and Branston 6s., 
Hallaton 3s.

Quarter peals.—Bethersden 2s., Hovingham 
2s.. Hertford 2s.. Walton-on-Thames 4s., Lois- 
Weedon 2s. 6d.. Wandsworth 2s., Thorley 2s., 
Bonvilston 2s. 6d„ Southampton 2s., Mavesyn 
Ridware 3s., Kempston 2s., Clerkenwell 2s. 6d.

DEDICATION OF HELM ORE 
MEMORIAL

In spite of atrocious weather, several members 
braved the elements to attend the dedication 
of the clock presented to Canterbury Cathedral 
belfrv in memory of the Rev. F. J. O. Hel- 
more. late hon. general secretary of the Kent 
Countv Association

The short, simple ceremony was conducted 
in the belfry by the Dean, who was assisted by 
the Precentor, the Rev. C. Ludlow. The ringers 
were welcomed by the Dean (Dr. Hewlett John
son! who said they had come that day to  pay 
honour to one who had given much for ringing.. 
They mustn’t think of him as dead but that 
he was stili very near them. The Precentor read 
a short passage from Numbers x., the Dean 
then saying the dedicatory prayers.

The clock is of decorated walnut and 
is a 14-day striking one, and having the m ore 
usual Westminster chimes, together with changes 
on eight bells. A plate has been affixed which 
has the following inscription :—’ Presented by 
the Kent County Association of Change Ringers 
in memorv of Frederick John Ottlet Helmore, 
Priest. Honorary General Secretary K.C.A.C.R. 
1891—1929. President of the Cathedra,! Com- 
nanv 1885—1938.’

Miss H. Helmore, who had placed a new 
door a t the foot of the belfry steps in memory 
of her father, was present at the service. 
Amone other members of the Association who 
attended were M r. J . Willis (trustee) and 
Messrs. Knight and Norris (Rochester), J. U n
win. T. H. Holmes. W F. Jenkins, R. G. and 
Mrs. French and other members from Ashford. 
Maidstone, Walmer and Boughton.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL 
ASSOCIATION

MEETING AT BITTON
The spring quarterly meeting was held at 

Bitton on March 29th and in spite of a heavy 
snow storm was well attended by visitors and 
members.

Before the general ringing a band of mem
bers rang a quarter peal of Stedman to the 
memory of Andrew J. Corrigan. By 3 p.m. 
the fine ring of eight was set going to various 
methods up to Double Norwich until 4.30 p.m. 
when the members attended a service conducted 
by the local Rector. Ladies of the parish after
wards entertained them to tea.

Before opening the business meeting the 
chairman spoke of Mr. Corrigan’s services both 
to the Association and to the Exercise. The 
members then stood in silence as a token of 
respect.

After a successful meeting the members re
turned to  the tower for further ringing before 
setting out for their homes through wind and 
snow. W. F . S.

ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
FO R BELLRINGERS

Many teams of bellringers are insured 
under the special policies issued by the 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office Ltd., 11, 
Norfolk Street, Strand. W.C.2. Particu
lars will be supplied on application. 
Those with old policies are recommended 
to consider increasing the scale of bene
fits provided.

The Ecclesiastical Insurance Office, 
Ltd.. was -founded in 1887 to conserve 
for the Church of England profits arising 
from Church Insurances. The Office 
undertakes all kinds of parochial in
surance. 487
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BERRINGTON, a small village with a big ringing history
By W. A. FARMER

V ILLAGERS. I . think, hear more of their 
bells than their neighbours in towns, 

where trains, buses and cars are more numerous. 
Frequently, too, village churches are compara
tively isolated, instead of being surrounded by 
high buildings, as sometimes occurs in towns.

This is the case at Berrington, where the 
church of All Saints is surrounded by fields, 
except on the south where stands the ancient 
manor house, now a farmhouse. In spring and 
summer the sound of bells floats over the coun
tryside, mingling with the song of birds. In 
winter, on frosty nights, their sound seems to 
ec'io from the frozen ground.

Berrington is about five miles south-east from 
Shrewsbury, and the progress made in recent 
years with both bells and ringers is typical 
of what is happening in Shropshire and in 
England generally.

The handsome stone church, built in the 
thirteenth century, follows one of ancient 
foundation, as a priest is mentioned in 1086. 
The present font is thought to be Saxon, and 
the church contains other features of interest.

Parish registers from 1559, and also records 
of some of the old customs of the parish,, show 
the continuity of social life, which was entirely 
centred round the church until recent times.

Church bells played an important part in 
sounding for services, for the deaths of parish
ioners, and for events of national importance,

The tower, built perhaps a little Iatg? than 
the church, is of pleasing proportions. But
tresses at each corner decrease in size in stages 
as they rise, adding to the appearance, and also 
to the solidity of the tower, about which there 
is no doubt.

TH E ORIGINAL BELFRY
Perhaps bells were installed very early, but 

the first record is of 1549: ‘ Burinton iiij bells 
and o n e . sanctus.’ Churchwardens’ accounts 
of 1680 show a payment of £10 to a bell- 
founder and again in 1682 for ‘ a saint’s bell.’ 
There was a clock in 1704 and the curfew was 
rung regularly until 1752.

There were then five bells hung for ringing, 
the smallest being inscribed: ‘ Thom as Far
mer. Eaton Mascott 1653.’ We shall see that 
Eaton Mascott plays no small part in the pro
vision of bells for its parish church. William 
Blakeway and William Callcott. wardens in 
1611. had their names perpetuated on the third 
bell, and ‘ Roger R. F.. 1616’ appeared on 
the fifth. Nothing is known of the origin of 
these bells.

Nor do we know anything of their musical 
qualities. Some of this period that remain in 
other towers are quite good. For whatever 
reason, all were recast by Thomas Mears of 
London in 1796 into a ring of six, and these are 
still in use.

Although change ringing was by this time 
well established in Shropshire, it was generally 
only applied to eight bells, when the full peal of
5,040 changes was the aim of all. At Berring
ton. no doubt, the bells were rung both in 
‘ rounds ,’ the natural order down the scale, 
and in the usual musical sequences 135246, 
125346, etc.

The bells were highly valued and in regular 
use, we may be sure, if only because the re
casting mentioned above cost £341—the equi
valent of £2,000 to-day !

The church was generally restored in 1877, 
and one authority states that Messrs. Blews, of 
Birmingham, rehung the bells then. This 
seems doubtful, as the faculty, without which 
alterations are not permitted to church 
property does not mention the bells. 
Further, M r. G. E. Purslow and M r. A. Jones, 
two ringers, made and fitted new bearings to

the tenor bell early in the present century. Mr. 
Purslow, whose two sons are both ringers to
day, is uncertain of the date.

Finally, in 1928, repairs to the tower and 
complete rehanging of the six bells were under
taken by the late Sir George H. Holcroft, Bart., 
of Eaton Mascott Hall, as a memorial to his 
eldest son, Gilbert Culcheth Holcroft, killed in 
the first World War

BAND REORGANISED
At this stage Mr W. H. Lloyd was asked to 

organise a new band, and although without 
previous experience, his efforts have been 
crowned with success to a considerable 
degree. M r. H. Wood, of Condover helped 
in the early stages, with the rudiments of 
change ringing, Later, Mr. W. Beniams, of 
Ludlow, an official of the Hereford Diocesan 
Guild of Ringers, trained the band in Grand
sire Doubles, and conducted their first paal in 
1933.

Mr. W. Beniams conducted the first of these 
in 1933, and in 1935 M r. W. H. Lloyd con
ducted his own band in a similar peal. The 
ringers w ere: James Lloyd 1, Sydney Wear 2, 
Philip J. L. Purslow 3, W. H. Downes 4, W. H. 
Lloyd (conductor) 5, W H. Evans tenor.

Several similar peals were rung at Berrington 
and elsewhere, and in 1949 a peal of Plain Bob 
Minor, employing the six bells in changes, was 
accomplished. Although by no means 
unique, this was a noteworthy performance, 
as so much of Shropshire’s six-bell ringing 
starts and ends with Doubles. The band was 
Alfred Owen 1, Miss Ruby J. Lloyd 2, Philip 
J. W. Purslow 3, Miss Ethel Duppa 4. James
E. Fox 5, William H. Lloyd 6. Mr. Purslow 
conducted this peal, the first of M inor on the 
bells.

Ringing practices at Berrington attracted 
ringers from neighbouring towers and seven 
different methods were practised with a view to 
including them in a peal, when war stopped 
ringing. This record is the best in the county 
for variety in six-bell methods.

One more peal was to be accomplished on 
these six bells— that in honour of the wedding 
of Miss Ruby Lloyd to Dr. Bruce Laing, after 
they had flown to their new home in New
foundland, and after several efforts had failed 
for various reasons. On one occasion a rope 
broke just before the end of the three hours’ 
ringing ! The final attempt included Plain Bob, 
Stedman and Grandsire Doubles.

POST-WAR ADDITIONS
Since the war, a new era has opened at 

Berrington. Ringers and friends raised the 
sum of £400 in a little less than two years, and 
provided two additional bells. These were 
installed in March last by Messrs. Mears and 
Stainbank and dedicated by Bishop Sara.

Inscriptions on the complete ring are n ow : 
Treble—This bell and the second of this peal 
were added in thanksgiving for peace in 1945. 
Second—This bell and the treble were pro
vided with money raised by the ringers and 
their friends. Third—Follow with joyful 
Sounds: 1796. Fourth—Unite while Joy Sur
rounds. Fifth—Obey each Happy Call. 
Sixth—In Harmony join all. Seventh— 
Sound Cheers to wedded love. Tenor—Chant 
praise to  God above. Ed. Ditcher, John Aston, 
Ch Wardens, 1796.

The new trebles have added a much brighter 
note to the ring, and on practice nights and 
Sundays Triples and M ajor have replaced 
Doubles and Minor.

We look forward to  hearing a peal on this, 
the newest of Shropshire’s octaves of bells.

IWith acknowledgment to the ‘ Shropshire 
Magazine.’]

ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD 
Big Attendance at Tamworth Despite 

Snow
According to the calendar it was officially 

Soring when the Society for the Archdeaconry 
of Stafford held its quarterly meeting at Tam
worth on March 29th. The weather prevailing 
that dav however, was more in keeping with 
mid-winter and it spoke volumes for the popu
larity of Tamworth and its church and bells 
that 79 ringers and friends braved the elements 
of biting icv winds, followed later in the after
noon bv a fall of snow.

The Darish church of St. Editha with its mas
sive tower is particularly fine and the grand 
ring of eight bells is in keeping with every
thing to be found in this ancient and impres
sive church. As usual, Mr. George Oliver. 
Ringing Master, saw to it that all ringers pre
sent were catered for according to their 
abilities. .

The service was conducted by the Vicar of 
Tamworth (the Rev. G. C. Batten) who also 
gave a most interesting address.

An excellent tea was served at the Monica 
Cafe. After tea Messrs. Bennett and G. Oliver 
referred to the passing of the late Mr. W. 
Chapman, of the Tamworth band, who had 
been a member of the Society since 1889, and 
all present then stood in silence as a mark of 
respect to his memory.

Mr. Bennett thanked the Rev. G. C. Batten, 
Mr. G. H. Peers, jun., the Tamworth ringers 
and the organist for their part in making the 
meeting so enjoyable.

The next meeting of the Society will be at 
Hanbury, near Burton-on-Trent, on May 17th. 
and it is hoped to arrange for a coach to run 
from  Wolverhampton. F . C. A. B.

Mr. J. Hartley’s 50 Years at Norburv
A social evening was held in Norbury Schools 

on March 27th to celebrate the 50 years as a 
bellringer a t Norburv Church of M r. J . W. 
Hartley. The company included the Vicar (the 
Rev. E. Taylor), churchwarden (Mr. Simmonds), 
old ringers, friends and the present-day ringers

After games and songs by Phyllis Sellars and 
Mr. Marsland. the Vicar presented Mr. Hari 
ley with a writing set and a £5 note. In his 
remarks the Vicar commended Mr. Hartley's 
wonderful record of service. To have been 
christened, confirmed and served 50 years in 
the belfrv at St. Thomas’s, was certainly a 
record for Norbury.

Mr. Hartley, in reply, gave a brief summary 
of the changes which had taken place during 
his 50 years as a ringer. He mentioned four 
ringers whom he held in high esteem—Mr. 
James Fernley, sen., the Rev. A. T. Beeston, 
Mr. W. W. Wolstencroft and Mr. T. Wilde. 
He thanked everyone for a most successful 
evening.

The Vicar then presented Mrs. Hartley with 
a handbag in recognition of the help she had 
given to her husband over the number of years.

An exhibition of handbell ringing was given 
bv Messrs C. K. Lewis, Wilfred Stevenson. 
Joe W hittaker. Peter Laflin and James Femley, 
inn

PEAL AT ROBERT HERRICK’S CHURCH
A Deal of Grandsire Doubles was rung at 

Dean Prior Parish Church, Buckfastleigh. 
Devon, on March 29th where the Rev. Robert 
Herrick, the poet, was at one time Vicar. The 
peal was rung by a band who were members of 
the Mid-Devon Branch of the Devon Guild, 
the last Branch peal having been rung as long 
ago as 1929. The members greatly appreciated 
the action of Mr. F . Turner, of Ashburton, 
who stood in at very short notice

W eather conditions were very ‘ arctic,’ three 
members having to cycle back to Buckfast
leigh after the peal, in the throes of a snow
storm. B.



April 11, 1952 THE RINGING WORLD 235

LETTERS TO
STANDARDS

Dear Sir,—The great majority of ringers 
voluntarily accept certain standards.to  govern 
their ringing life. These are standards of strik
ing. punctuality and attendance, church a t
tendance and method advancement. Some have 
a verv high standard, for instance the late Wil
liam Pve. who once threatened to stop a peal 
of Surprise Maximus because of a clipped 
dodge up behind. Also some will go through 
a whole vear without being absent or late once. 
But if any compulsion is used, then at once the 
ringers kick, as witness the recent strike in 
Derbyshire.

It is many years since the Central Council 
passed some rules governing treble-dominated 
methods and as far as memory serves they are 
as follows:—

Cl) That the plain course should consist 
of as manv treble leads as there are working 
bells.

(2) That the lead should be the unit, and 
contain all the work of the method.

(3) That the method should be symmetrical.
(41 That the method should have regular

lead heads.
These are undoubtedly standards which every 

good method must possess. Let us admit that 
a  720 of Minor can be produced without these 
standards, and also that we get stagnation in 
some cases even when the standards are used. 
In general, however, they cover the whole field 
from Minor to Maximus and there are enough 
methods to suit even the most fastidious.

During recent months the Central Council has 
been subjected to severe criticism for daring to 
sav that it will no longer recognise methods 
which do not conform to  the standards laid 
down. Clearly the Central Council is within 
its rights as one of its committees compiles the 
Analyses. I suggest that our standard of loyalty 
to the Central Council should at least be on a 
Dar with our other standards 

Let us look at the financial side; we will 
assume that it cost the different Associations 
£200 to send their delegates to the meeting. If 
their decisions are not to be honoured then it 
is a waste of good money. Criticism there 
must be but it should be constructive and the 
critics have so far failed to suggest anything 
better.—Yours, etc.,

E. R. M.

BANISTER CENTENARY PEAL LOST
Dear Sir.—On March 29th. at Eltham Parish 

Church, an attempt to ring Holt’s Original peal 
of Grandsire Triples was made by eight mem
bers of the Lewisham District of the Kent 
Countv Association to commemorate the cen
tenary of the family peal of Grandsire Triples 
rung at St. Mary’s, Woolwich, on March 27th, 
1852. by Henry Banister, his six sons and his 
son-in-law.

As St. Mary’s bells were not available for 
this attempt, the Vicar of St. John’s. Eltham, 
which is situated in the Borough of Wofllwich. 
kindlv gave his consent for the attempt to be 
made there.

Unfortunately, after an hour of excellent ring
ing. the attempt came to an end by the call
* Stand ! ’ Something had gone wrong which 
was not revealed at the ‘ preliminary inquest.’

The hour was too late to permit a restart 
so after a brief interval a quarter peal of 1,316 
changes from Holt’s Original was rung. The 
striking was excellent throughout and of a 
aualitv that the Banisters themselves would have 
aDDroved.

It is hoD ed to make another attempt for this 
neal at Eltham on July 4th by the same band 
ringing the same bells.—Yours faithfully,

A. GROVE, sen.
Abbey Wood, S.E.2.

THE EDITOR
THE ‘ W ILLIAM S’ PEAL

Dear Sir,—A peal of Cambridge Maximus 
had been arranged for Saturday, March 29th, 
at, Birmingham Cathedral, to be rung by a band 
of just ‘ Williams.’ Owing to one member of 
the band having to withdraw a few days before 
the attempt, frantic efforts were made to com- 
nlete the band without success, with the result 
that we met eleven.

After talking it over it was decided to go 
for Cambridge Royal instead and Mr. William
B. Cartwright offered to stand down, and on 
behalf of the rest of the band I would like to 
thank him for turning up and for his sporting 
gesture. I would also like to apologise to Mr. 
William Birmingham, of Slough, who had made 
the Drevious arrangements for the ‘ Williams ’ 
to  ring Cambridge Royal, which had proved un
successful, as we had fully intended to  ring 
Maximus. I would now like to thank Mr. 
George E. Fearn for placing the Cathedral bells 
so readily for our use and the rest of the 
Birmingham ringers who turned up to  welcome 
us and to wish us luck in our attempt. This 
friendship is appreciated.

Now just a word of praise to the youngest 
member of the band, 17-year-old William Lacey, 
from Leicester, who rang the treble, for after 
ringing for three-quarters of an hour the tuck 
came out of his rope and he completed the 
Deal on a ‘ single-end,’ an experience he is 
not likely to forget in a hurry.

Thanks are also due to all the ‘ Williams ’ who 
so readilv came and made this peal possible, 
especially those who travelled such long dis
tances on such a foul day. The three stalwarts 
who accompanied me by car had a journey 
which will not be forgotten. We encountered 
a blinding snowstorm with its attendant drifts 
which at times almost blocked the roads; we 
eventually arrived home at 4 a.m. on Monday, 
tired but happy.

Having read the ‘ Diary of William H. Fus- 
sell ’ in ‘ The Ringing World ’ and the journeys 
he made to ring peals, I wonder what he would 
have thought of his ‘ namesakes’ ’ journey on 
this occasion—380 miles covered, 14f hours on 
the road, plus 3 |  hou.s for the peal. Further 
time was spent on very welcome ‘ light refresh
ment.’—Yours sincerely,

W. ROGERS.
Rotherfield, Sussex.

RICHARD CHANDLER AND THOMAS 
TOMPION

Dear Sir,—In answer to  the Rev. A. J. 
Nixseaman regarding the above founders:

(11 There were three Richard Chandlers who 
founded at Drayton Parslow but I have no 
knowledge that any of them established a 
foundry at Gamlingay.

(2) It was customary for founders to place 
their names, the words ‘ made me ’ and the 
year of casting, or recasting, on bells. This 
often resulted in the loss of much original data 
on previous bells.

(31 No list of Chandler bells in Bedford
shire is available.

(4) Thomas Tompion is reputed to have 
cast one of the bells at Northill, his native 
parish, but evidence of this is not forthcoming. 
He certainly did cast a bell for Willington when 
he was a young man of 22. Probably this was 
during the period he worked as a blacksmith at 
some unlocated spot, prior to his becoming the 
foremost clock and watchmaker in the country. 
The Willington bell of 1671 became cracked 
in the 19th century, so no Tompion bell is now 
in existence.—Yours sincerely,

WILLIAM SHEPHERD.
Addlestone. Surrey.

‘ LENT AND EASTER ’
Dear Sir,—I feel that I am probably only one 

of manv who would wish to thank you for the 
article on ‘ Lent and Easter ’ by Prebendary 
Hook. What puzzles me is that there should 
be so many of my brother clergy who would 
seem to welcome the ringing of peals on their 
bells during Lent. There must, of course, al
ways be exceptions but these should be well 
understood as such both by parishioners and 
ringers.—Yours faithfully,

(PREBENDARY) E. V. COX, 
President of the Guild 
of Devonshire Ringers.

Ottery St. Mary, Devon.

BILBIE’S BELLS
Dear Sir,—I have read with interest the cor

respondence evoked by Mr. Gould. It seems 
desirable to assume that ‘ tuning ’ bells has a 
much wider meaning than formerly. Winter- 
bourne will tell you that their Chepstow bells 
came out of the moulds needing no tuning. 1 
do not want to be referee between Winterbourne 
on the one hand and our great, modern bel^- 
founders and orchestra leaders on the other, 
but I think the Evans were craftsmen ‘ who 
needed not to be ashamed.’ (II. Tim.)

The onlv method of tuning open to the Bil- 
bies was to  chop a diagonal groove inside the 
sound bow When the next groove was chopped 
about a auarter of an inch away, most of the 
metal between broke away, and so on, all 
rOund. until the note was lowered sufficiently. 
The sDlendid 10th and superb 11th at Redcliffe 
were tuned thus, but modern craftsmen with 
mightv lathes have scraped off the crests of 
the ridges. The note G, 401 ins., 1709, Bilbie 
fourth of the Doynton five is an elegant ex- 
amole of how ’um did work in them deays.’ 
The 33+ inch. 1766, Bilbie second was put up 
untuned, about a quarter tone sharp, and so 
it remained for the best part of two centuries.

Though our great, modern founders appear 
to keep closely in line, would any one of them 
say in these pages: ‘ I have nothing that others 
haven’t ’? Through the centuries the major 
ingredients of good bells have been copper and 
tin. but the exact proportions, the degree of 
heat used, the number of times melted, the 
amount of stirring and. not least, the design 
of bell are all part of a ‘ formula,’ but whether 
the best modern bell is better than the best old 
bell, and whether the best modern recast is as 
pood as the best old bell are points likely to be 
debated till the end of time.—Yours very truly,

C. G. CAMLRY.
B ris to l

DERBY’S JUBILEE PEAL
Dear Sir.—Just over fifty years ago the tower 

of St. Peter’s Church was pulled down to allow 
extension of the church and rebuilt further to 
the West. At that time there were five bells 
in the tower. Three were of 1636 and two 
rather younger, one of which was Abraham 
Rudhalf's. These were augmented to eight. 
The new treble was given by Sir Henry Benrose. 
M.P.. the second by Sir Thomas Roe and the 
third bv Messrs. E. T. Ann and R. B. Cham
bers. churchwardens. The fourth and fifth of 
the present ring were recast by Taylor’s of 
Loughborough.

On April 2nd, 1902, the Bishop of South- 
well (in whose diocese Derby then was) dedi
cated the bells. Fifty years later, on April 2nd, 
1952. a jubilee peal was rung to  mark the oc
casion bv members of the Derbyshire Associa
tion of Change Ringers. This was 5.008 of St. 
Clement's Bob Major. The first in the method 
bv all and for the Association.—Yours, etc.,

• WALTER STEER.
Derby.
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NORFOLK BELLS: CASTLE ACRE AND PAKEFIELD
T H E  visitor to Norfolk finds himself in a 

place apart. Far away are the roaring 
blast furnaces, the smoke and grime which are 
necessary to  stave off civilisation’s fall, the un
romantic scenes with which modern life has 
clothed itself. We are in a land of quiet corn
fields, rolling plains, broads and wooded up
lands, with the sea all around cxcept for the 
Fens on the west and Holy Suffolk, which 
shares our outlook—a land where God, as our 
forefathers in ‘ the ages of faith ’ saw Him, 
seems very near—a land of green fields domi
nated by vast churches with their towers, 
palaces of the beauty of a half-forgotten past. 
A past which can easily live again, in the 
imaginative mind, however.

, So to Castle Acre, with its great Priory, 
glory of the ages of faith. We go, not to 
weep over the dead past, but to rejoice in the 
living present. For it is February 29th, and 
we have come to join in the ceremony—ancient 
yet ever full of new life—-of Hallowing the 
bells. In the vast parish church, the equal of 
many a city church, and far better than many 
for it can house the whole village without being 
cluttered up with pews and its majesty dis
guised, the Bishop of Thetford’s cope and 
mitre, with those around him—clergy, choir, 
two attendants (from the Cathedral choir, out 
for a spree with the Precentor) and A. G. G. 
his Chaplain—blend perfectly with the ancient 
figures, full of colour and gold, which for 
five centuries have decorated the glorious 
screen and pulpit.

The anthems, hymns, and processions are 
arranged round the climax—the Hallowing of 
the bells. They stand in a group by the font 
—suitably placed by the place where the far 
greater Hallowing, the Sacrament by which folk 
seek new life, has happened for centuries. As 
the Bishop anoints and asperses each bell and 
blesses it, we have a foretaste of the new 
life which Taylor’s qre bringing to the old 
work of Thomas Newman. The presence of 
the donors recalls the medieval glass at Man
croft, where the donors kneel humbly in a 
corner presenting their gift to God. We re
turn to  the chancel, and the Bishop begins his 
sermon th u s : ‘ Now I am to speak about what 
we have done, but this talk would be given 
far better by my Chaplain behind me. . . .’

So out again to the village green—tea, hand
bells, the beloved Norfolk mardle, and we 
part only to meet again on April 26th, when 
A. G. G. T. is to reopen the bells for ringing.

A GLORIOUS RESURRECTION
And now it is April 4th, and yet another 

tower is bursting into new life. We find our
selves right down by the sea—into which the 
long-suffering Austin ten has nearly driven—at 
Pakefield, with a church whose situation and 
whose recent history are equally romantic. It 
is as close to the sea as possible. One tomb
stone overhangs the low cliff by a fo o t; the 
coast road here has gone. The church might 
have gone but for the erection of a new 
groyne, and almost everything in the church 
which could burn was destroyed in the war. 
Last time I visited it, there was nothing but 
bare walls and the voices of the seagulls where 
choristers had sung.

But there has been a glorious resurrection. 
Walls raised to their full height; a fine new 
oak roof, thatched with Norfolk reeds without 
difficulty because the Government didn’t know 
thatching is still done here so hadn’t made 
rules and regulations to forbid i t ; perfectly 
lovely new screens, pews, windows and organ, 
the font brought back into use, and a fine 
new altar.

And a glorious new ring of eight. To the 
old five, Taylor’s have added three lovely 
trebles which must sound startling to any who

cruise too near the shore in a fog. They may 
save life thus one day—who knows? So there 
gather together the Bishop of Norfolk, clergy 
and choir, and a large congregation, not for 
the bells alone but for a service uniting the 
various gifts by which we glorify God. Gordon 
Paget gives a recital on the new organ. The 
service begins by the procession pausing be
fore the ancient chancel screen restored to new 
beauty, whilst the Bishop dedicates it to the 
memory of Robert Graunt, Rector in 1400, 
who gave the screen. Then we proceed to the 
tower. The Bishop offers the bells to God, 
dedicates them and hands a rope to the Rector. 
During the rounds which follow, one visiting 
clergyman whispers to another: ‘ It really does 
look rather complicated, doesn’t it? ’ (what 
would he think of being forced into the 
Roman Coliseum and made to ring Spliced 
Surprise on handbells or be eaten by the lions, 
if such historic confusion were possible?) 
The memorable service proceeds, much of it, 
oddly enough, like that at Castle Acre, copied 
from a service at St. George Colegate a year 
or so ago.

The Bishop, whose sermon, like all his, is 
quite brilliant, paints an inspiring picture of 
the overwhelming story of century after cen
tury of generosity of craftsmanship, of the 
Divine family of the Church in Pakefield, a 
vivid illustration of what the Church of Eng
land, with 1,300 years at least behind it, the 
oldest continuous life of any kind whatever in 
this land, has meant to us. He hardly men
tions the bells (he has been heard to say, ‘ I 
don’t preach on bells when Thurlow is pre
sent ’), but his talk is obviously of their mes
sage, as he concludes by saying that the 
ancient history is but the foundation for what 
matters to-day, the living voice of God through 
His Church.

The twenty-five or so ringers from Pakefield 
and the surrounding district have a gay hour 
with the usual methods and the usual mardle 
before returning to our own towers, encouraged 
once again by the work we have done together.

GILBERT THURLOW.

RINGING RHYMES
No. 9. METHOD RIN G IN G

While these rhymes no claims may make, 
Hitherto, they’ve tried to take 
Beginners through the sequent stages 
Of this Art, that through the ages 
Has delighted countless men.
And will, doubtless, yet again !
Beginning with control of bell 
We passed to ‘ Striking.’ Then to tell 
Of * Covering ’ we wrote. And then 
Of ‘ Hunting ’ and ‘ Place-making.’ When 
These were explained we tackled ‘ Calls.’ 
Then, in what ‘ C lass’ a method falls.
Next, how ‘ Division ’ halves reflect—
(At ‘ link ’ and ‘ junction ’ all co rrec t!)
And ‘ Cyclics,’ place and bell detect.
For method ringing thus instructed,
Learn how each one is constructed;
Shaping to a common plan.
And first (next rhyme), we’ll ‘ Plain Bob ’ scan.

A. Y-B.

M IDDLETON SURPRISE MAJOR
Dear Sir.—I enclose the report of a peal of 

Middleton Surprise Major rung a t Willesden 
on March 27th. The method is given in Cor
rigan’s Collection. However, the false course 
ends are given incorrectly and should b e :— 

24365 
56423 
63542 

Yours sincerely,
Harrow. Mdsx. R. F . B. SPEED.

OBITUARY
MR. A. J. BARTLETT

Many ringers attended at Chiddingfold 
Parish Church on March 31st for the funeral 
service of Mr. A. J. Bartlett. The Rector (the 
Rev Michiel Bruce) officiated and following 
the committal a course of Grandsire Triples was 
rung at the graveside by Messrs. A. C. Hazel- 
den (Guildford) 1-2, A. H. Pulling (Guildford)
3-4. F. Bowden (Haslemere) 5-6, C. E. Smith 
(Godalming) 7-8.

Chiddingfold ringers attending were Mr. A.
E. Browd Mr. and Mrs. R. Cooper, Mrs. M. 
Herrington. Mrs. Harris and Mr. J. Furlonger, 
iun. The Witley ringers were represented by 
Mr. F. C. Hagley (captain, also representing 
Godalming ringers and Chief Inspectoi R . 
Haeley) and M r R. Smith (vice-captain), and 
the Dunsfold ringers by M r. E. Stenning. Also 
nresent were Mr. G. L. Grover (secretary of 
the Guildford Diocesan Guild), Mr. H. Hutton 
(Holv Trinity. Guildford) and Mrs. F. Bowden 
(Haslemere).

Wreaths included tributes from the Guildford 
District. Guildford Diocesan Guild, Dunsfold 
ringers and Chiddingfold Ex-Servicemen’s Club.

A quarter peal of Grandsire Triples was rung 
after the service on the half-muffled church 
bells bv H Mullard 1. A. H. Pulling 2. F . Bow
den (conductor) 3, A. E. Brown 4, H. Hutton 5, 
C. E. Smith 6, A. C. Hazelden 7, R. Cooper 8.

MR. T. H. POOK
The Exeter Branch of the Guild of Devon

shire Ringers has lost one of its most faithful 
members by the death on March 30th of Mr. 
T. H. Pook.

A  member ,of the Thorverton band and 
representative of the Exeter Branch on the 
general committee, he was also closely identi
fied with ringing at St. Mary’s, Silverton. where 
for many years he was a regular Sunday ser
vice ringer. He had been a member of the 
Guild for about 45 years.

He was born 62 years ago at Clyst Hydon, a 
rather out-of-the-way East Devon parish, where 
there were six bells. His father was leader of 
the local company which strove valiantly to ad
vance from round and call-change ringing to 
scientific methods and achieved much success.

‘ Harry,’ as he was generally known, proved 
an apt pupil' and soon became proficient in 
handling and striking and in his prime was a 
very good back-ender

As a young man he took up work at Thor
verton Mill, settled at Upexe. from whence he 
had contact with eight-bell towers at Thorver
ton and Silverton. He graduated in Triple and 
Major ringing, but had few opportunities and 
no great inclination foi peals, of which he had
13 to his credit. He could conduct and had 
some skill with handbells. He was handicapped 
in recent years by illness and accident, the most 
serious of which resulted in a broken thigh that 
ended his ringing activities, but he bore his mis
fortunes with great fortitude and was a familiar 
and welcome figure at Branch and Guild meet
ings.

His funeral on April 2nd at Silverton. was 
attended by many relatives (including his wife, 
son and daughter), to. whom sympathy is ex
tended. residents and ringing friends.

Among the latter were M r. A. W. Searle, 
vice-president, Guild of Devonshire Ringers. 
W. S'. Lethbridge (both of Exeter). J. Arbury, 
hon. secretary and treasurer, East Devon 
Branch (Ottcry St. Mary), Mr. A. G. Selley. 
Ringing Master. N.E. Branch, and Mrs. Selley, 
C. G. Dymond, hon. secretary and treasurer, 
N.E. Branch (Silverton) R. B. Ford, W. H. 
Baker and Mrs. Baker (Thorverton) and W. 
Cockram (Tiverton).

The bells were rung muffled at Thorverton 
and Silverton in the evening, A. G. S.
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METHOD EXTENSION
By D. MOTTERSHEAD

(Continued from page 221)
Lastly, the pifcce de resistance—the Surprise 

methods. These methods, which form a sub
division of the Treble Bob system, seem to have 
caused most of the controversy, due, no doubt, 
to their popularity in the field of Major ringing.
Cambridge and Yorkshire extend ideally, as 
does Pudsey Some methods, e.g., Wembley,
Superlative and Rutland extend ideally to Maxi
mus but not to Royal.

1234567890 1234567890et

2143658709 2143658709th
1234685079 123468507t9e
2143860597 2143860Vt7e9
241S365079 241836507t9e
4281630597 42816305t7e9
4218360957 4218360t5e79
2481639075 248163tOe597
4286193057 42861t305e79
4826910375 4826t103e597
8462193057 84621t30e957
8642910375 8642t1039e75
6849201735 684t20193e57
8694027153 86t40291e375
8960421735 8t6042193e57
9806247153 t8062491e375
8960274513 8t60294e1735
9806725431 t80692e47153
9087.624513 t089624e1735
0978265431 0t9826e47153
9087256341 t0892e674513
--------------- -------------0t98e2765431

09te82674513
90et28765431
09te27856341

These figures are the extensions of Rochester 
Surprise to Royal and Maximus. It has been 
said that this method does not extend ideally, 
but the above diagrams would appear to  dis
agree with this. I do not know whether the 
method as rung on ten and twelve bells is the 
same.

The following, which were composed inde
pendently and may have already existed, seem 
to be ideal extensions of Bristol:—

1234567890et

2143658709te 
123468507t9e 
21438605t7e9 
241368507t9e 
4231658709te 
2413567890et 
423157698e0t 
24351796e8tO 
234571698e0t 
32541796e8t0 
2345719e6t80 
3254791et608 
352749e16t80 
5372941et608 
352749e1t068 
532794et1086 
57392e4t0168 
7593e2t41086. 
795e3t240168 
97e5t3420618 
795e3t246081 
7593e2t40618 
57392e4t6081 
537294e6t801

The half-lead rows are
3527496081
3254769801

and not
3254769801
3527496081

because of the order in which the bells come 
down to lead in the adjacent rows . The pivot- 
bells in successive extensions of Bristol would 
appear to be 2, 3, 5, 7, etc.

1234567890

2143658709
1234685079
2143860597
2413685079
4231658709
2413567890
4231576980
2435179608
2345716980
3254179608
2345719068
3254791086
3527490168
5372941086
5739240168
7593420618
5733246081
537294061?
3527496081
3254769801

London, however, seems to be the worst cul
prit with regard to extension. There is a 
method called Double London which extends 
ideally to ten and twelve bells, but it is an 
unorthodox method, there being two formidable 
objections to it, v iz.:— (1) A place is made 
below a bell [other than the treble] which is 
lying full behind; this work being the same as 
the ‘ slow ’ work performed at lead with the 
bell doing ‘ Stedman ’ work in London itself; 
and (2) The four changes between the 2-3 and
4-5 cross sections possess a sign-pattern which 
appears to contradict the laws of Treble Bob 
method construction. Since the method is a 
Double one. this also applies to certain other 
rows. [All changc-rows have a positive or 
negative sign, which is a shorthand way of 
writing in-or out-of-course, according to the 
way in which they are derived from rounds; 
rounds being positive by convention.]

12345678 1234567890 1234567890et

21354768 2135476980 213547698e0t
12537486 1253749608 12537496e8tO
21573468 2157346980 215734698e0 t
25174386 2517439608 25174396e8t0
52714836 5271493068 5271493e6t80
25178463 2517940386 251794E3r608
52718643 5271904836 52719e4t3068
25781634 2579108463 25791et40386
27586143 2759014836 2759e14t3068
72851634 7295108463 72951et40386
78256143 2759018643 2759e1t04336
87526413 7295081634 7295et108463
78562431 7920586143 792e5t014836
87654213 9702851634 97e2t5108463
86745231 9078256143 792e5t013643
68472531 0987526413 97e2t5081634
--------------  9078562431 9e7t20586143

0987654213 e9 t702851634
0896745231 et9078256143
8069472531 te0987526413
-----------------  et9078562431

TE0987654213
t0 e 896745231
0t 8e69472531

The method shown above appears to be quite 
in order and the extensions ideal. This is a 
Double method, and when examined closely it 
is found to bear a resemblance to London Sur
prise in many respects; the Major method has 
several false course-ends, however.

The true extension of London itself to ten 
bells is classed as unorthodox, and the same 
applies to London Surprise Maximus. With re
gard to the various ‘ Versions ’ which exist, it 
is probable that the majority of ringers are not 
unduly concerned about how near to the truth 
these happen to be, so it is sufficient to com
ment that none of them can. strictly speaking, 
be called London Surprise. Perhaps a suitable 
adjective, e.g., ‘ New ’ or ‘ Proximate,’ ought 
to be inserted in the names of such extensions 
when printing peal reports of the recognised
* Version,’ and then there would be little cause 
for complaint. Readers would not be tempted 
to insert their own appropriate adjectives, since 
it must be admitted lhat there is a certain 
amount of dissatisfaction attached to anything 
which is (for want of a better word) defiled. 
Of course, it is neccssary to bear in mind that 
the methods themselves are quite acceptable, the 
real issue at stake being their doubtful regu
larity as extensions of the ‘ parent ’ methods. 
(The foregoing paragraph also applies to cer
tain other methods.)

In the case of methods such as Woodbine, 
however, we have a definite instance of irregu
larity. The term ‘ Plain Bob Lead-Ends ' will 
now be familiar to readers. If these are not 
obtained, the tenors are parted, and in view of 
the undesirability of this, the much-discussed 
stipulation [which is. expressed in more general 
terms, ‘ retention of Coursing Order between the

final change-rows of successive divisions ’] has 
been laid down. If it had not, there would be 
a lack of orderliness in one of the foundation » 
stones of our art, namely, in method structure.
It might be said that the tenors must be parted 
for a certain portion of a true extent, in any 
case and that Minor ringing is '  a sphere on its 
own.’ Nevertheless, and here I speak as a 
regular ringer of Minor, let us remember the 
motto, ‘ Unity in diversity.’

From the foregoing investigation it would ap
pear lhat there are two (at least) different plans 
of method extension. When the work above 
the treble in London Surprise is examined it 
will be noticed that in successive extensions the 
main characteristics are retained relative to the 
treble’s leading full In the case of Cambridge, 
however, we find that the main characteristics 
of the work remained fixed relative to the 
treble’s lying full. Bristol seems to fall into 
both categories to a certain degree. .

The fundamental work below tho Itreble 
seems to remain fixed relative to her leading 
full, in each case.

A glance at the two extension plans for Double 
Court Minor given at the beginning of this 
letter seems to indicate that two different ways 
of extending one method are discernible in cer
tain cases. Thus, in addition to Double N or
wich M ajor, the following might be regarded 
as an extension of the Minor m ethod:—• 

12345678

,  21436587
24135678 
42316587 
24361857 
42638175 
46283715 
64827351 
68472531

This, when extended, gives the Royal and 
Maximus as rung; whilst Double Norwich 
Major fives the theoretical extensions shown at 
the beginning of this letter.

Tin a method which contains such a large 
number of dodges, it is hard to distinguish be
tween those dodges which are introduced by 
extension and those which are fundamental to 
the method.]

In conclusion I should like to respectfully 
emphasise that (1) evolution rather than revo
lution is desirable in this particular instance; (2) 
Any decisions reached need to be as compre
hensive as possible in order to be beneficial to 
the whole of the Exercise, thus allowing the ut
most scope for individual initiative that is com
patible with social cohesion.

FORTY YEARS AGO
Extract from ‘ The Ringing World ’ of 

April 12th, 1912
THE BRISTOL SURPRISE RECORD 

Knebworth. Herts 
The Hertfordshire Association 

On Monday, April 8.-1912, in 7 hours and 18 
minutes 

at the Church of St. Mary 
A PEAL OF BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR 

12.160 changes 
Tenor 12J cwt.

Challis F. W in n e y ...................Treble
Hubert E d e n ...........................  2
Henry Hodgetts ...................
George I r v in e ...........................  4
John T h o m a s ...........................  5
Frederick White ................... 6
George N. Price ...................  7
Richard T. H ib b e r t ............... Tenor

Composed by Rev. H. L. James. Conducted 
by George N. Price 

[This was the first peal of Bristol of more 
than the standard 5,000 odd changes. It was 
destined to remain the record, however, for 
seven weeks only. In more recent times a 
21.600 has been accomplished. Four, if not 
five, of the above band still survive, but for 
various reasons only Mr. John Thomas is an 
active ringer.]
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ALVERSTOXE. H A N T S.-O n Mar. 23rd, 1.260 
Grandsire Triples : F. G. Barron 1, P. Page 2, E. A. 
Jurd 3, Miss A. West 4. E. Brown 5, Miss S. K. M. 
Knight 6. H. A. Nobes (cond.) 7, R. Jurd 8.

ANSTEY, LEICS.—On Mar. 30th. 1.280 Cambridge 
Surprise Major : Miss J. M. Simpson (first quarter in 
method) 1, Mrs. P. J. Staniforth 2. R. D. Wilson (first 
quarter in method) 3, G. H. Arguile 4. W. A. Lacey 
5, D. S. Harris 6, R. F. Elkington 7. P. J. Staniforth 
(cond.) 8. Rung as a  birthday compliment to ringers 
of 1 and 6.

ARELEY KINGS, WORCS.—At St. Bartholomew’s, 
on Mar. 23rd. 1,260 Doubles (480 Plain Bob, 780 
Grandsire): Miss D. Hicks 1, A. R. Rowley (first in 
two methods * inside ’> 2. E. Lucas 3. A. Glazzard 4,
G. Bowen (cond.) 5, J. Hicks 6.

BEAMINSTER, DORSET.—On Mar. 18th. 1,260
Grandsirc Doubles (on the back six) : D. Ireland (first 
quarter) 1, C. Gibbs (first quarter) 2, M. Poole (first 
quarter as cond.) 3, E. Panncl (first quarter) 4, J. 
Barrett 5, L. Glyde 6.

BONVILSTON, GLAM.—On Mar. 31st. 1,440 Minor 
(360 Reverse Canterbury. 360 St. Clement’s, 720 Plain 
Bob): D. P. Bonham 1, P. D. Oldham 2, G. Francis
3, R. J. Curtis 4, H. D. Dimond 5, L. J. Malings 
(cond.) 6.

CANNINGTON, SOMERSET.—On Mar. 25th, 1,260 
Doubles (660 Grandsire, 600 Plain B ob): A. Webber
1, L. Poplc 2, F. Fackerell 3. W. Heyward 4, H. 
Poplc (cond.) 5, W. Bartholomew 6. First quarter peal 
in any method by all the band, and the first by a 
Sunday service band.

CHERITON, KENT.—On Mar. 31st, 1,260 Grand
sire Double*: Rosemary P. Longhurst 1, J. Soles 2, 
J. Chittenden 3, C. A. Wratten (cond.) A, M. J. 
Martin 5, T. Piddock 6. Rung for Confirmation ser
vice.

DANBURY, ESSEX.—On Mar. 29th, 1.440 Plain 
Bob Minor : D. Temple 1, I. Saunders 2. R. Gardiner
3. P. Came 4. J. West 5, J. Roast (cond.) 6.

EAST PECKHAM, KENT.—On Mar. 19th, 1,440 
Cambridge Surprise Minor : T. Saunders 1, B. F. 
Baker 2. J. H. R. Betts 3, G. F. Cantrill 4, L. J. 
Honess 5, W. R. Manser (first quarter as cond.) 6. 
First quarter of Cambridge for all except conductor.

KEMPSTON, BEDS.—On Mar. 26th, 1,264 Plain 
Bob M ajor: T. Ashpole (first quarter) 1, G. Hutchings
2, Miss M. Stephens 3, Miss A. Smith 4, R. Freeman 
5. W. Izzard. 6. C. Izzard 7, M. Stephens (cond.) 8. 
Also on April 1st, 1,260 Grandsirc Triples: Miss M. 
Stephens 1, M. Stephens (cond.) 2. Miss E. Steel 3,
E. Freeman 4. R. Stephens 5. W. Izzard 6. L. Turner
7. E. Gilbert 8. Rung half-muffled in memory of Mr. 
C. Garner, churchwarden.

LITTLE ASTON, STAFFS.—On Mar. 29th. 1.260 
Grandsire D oubles: N. G. Taylor 1. M. W. Fairey 
(first quarter * inside ’) 2. D. W. Barr (first quarter as 
cond.) 3. D. Preece 4. C. M. Smith 5, B. E. Carson 6. 

LOIS-WEEDON. NORTHANTS.—On Mar. 26th.
1.260 Doubles (360 Stcdman, 360 Plain Bob and 540 
Grandsirc) : C. Hinton 1, Miss D. Spokes (first quar
ter in three methods) 2. W. J. Chester 3. W. Yates 
(cond.) 4. J. Steel 5. Miss M. Coleman 6. Rung to 
welcome the new Vicar (the Rev. T. P. Hamcrton).

MAVESYN RIDWARE, STAFFS.—On Mar. 30th.
1.260 Doubles (120 Stedman. 120 Chase. 360 St. Dun- 
stan’s. 660 Grandsire): E. Edgington 1. J. A. Townsend 
2. J. H. Joyner (cond.) 3. C. A. Brass 4. A. J. Fox 5.
B. J. Townsend 6. First quarter in four methods for 
ringers of 1. 4 and 5.

OXFORD.—At St. Aldate’s, on Mar. 23rd. 1.260 
Grandsire Triples: M. J. Bushnell (first quarter) 1. 
R. Allsworth (first quarter 4 inside ’) 2, Miss A. Rod- 
well 3. A. Barrett 4. D. Woodley (cond.) 5. G. J. 
Inslcy (first quarter) 6. A welcome to the new Rector 
(the Rev. O. K. De Berry).

ROMFORD, ESSEX.—On Mar. 25th. 1.260 Plain Bob 
Minor : A. T. Langstone (first in method) 1. Mrs. J. C. 
Northan 2. Miss S. Booth j . D. J. Woodhams 4.
H. F. Perry (first in method 4 inside ’) 5, L. W. 
Bullock (cond.) 6. Rung to commemorate Lady Day.

SOUTHAMPTON.—At St. Mary’s. 1.260 Grandsire 
Triples: A. Heath (first quarter) 1. D. C. Williams 2. 
N. S Hayes 3. C. S. Taylor 4. Joycc R. Cox 5. W. H.
G. Glasspool (cond.) 6. J. W. Faithful! 7. R. A. Reed
8. The treble ringer is sacristan and lay reader at St. 
Mary’s Ch.irch.

THORLEY. HERTS.—On Mar. 29th. 1.440 Kent 
Minor : T. Foreman 1. C. Warboys 2. P. Warboys 
(first quarter as cond.) 3. F. Bird 4. T. Camp 5. R. 
Hayden 6. A compliment to the Rector (the Rev. 
S. E. F. Robinson) and Mrs. Robinson on the birth 
of a son.

TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—On Mar. 31st. 1.280 
Double Norwich Court Bob : R. Collins 1. W. Manser 
2. A. Lcwry 3. C. Bassett 4. Miss D. Colgate 5. L. 
Honcss 6 B. Collinson 7. E. Ladd (cond.) 8. Rung 
after failure of peal for the 88th birthday of Mr. W. 
Collinson. of Tunbridge Wells.

WANDSWORTH. LONDON.—On Mar. 30th. at 
Holy Trinity, 1.260 Grandsirc Triples: H. M. Page 1.
H. Ellis 2. B. Lunn 3. A. J. Phillips 4. C. Watts 5, 
J. Stephenson 6. J. Phillips (cond.) 7. H. Belcher 8.

N O T I C E S  
Scale of Charges

The charge of Notices for meetings is one 
penny a word, minimum 2s. 6d. For additional 
insertions with no change of type one half of 
the above charge for each insertion.

Other Notices one penny per word, minimum 
3s.

All Notices must be prepaid.
Notices must be received on the Monday 

preceding publication.

MARRIAGE
BRIDGES—W ALKER —On Saturday, March 

29th. 1952. at St. Peter’s, Theberton, Alan 
Robert Bridges, of 32, West End, Leiston, to 
Edna Ida Mary Walker, of the Post Office, 
Theberton. Leiston. 537

IN  MEMORIAM
COLES.—In loving memory of Captain F.

G. Coles, M.C., killed in Tunisia, April 27th, 
1943. and his beloveed father, C. T. Coles, 
died February 2nd, 1946. 533

HANDBELLS WANTED
W A N TED —A set of 8 or 12 handbells for 

unit serving in M.E.L.F.. Please write, stating 
condition and price, to S.S.M. Tocock, 4th 
R.T.R.. M.E.L.F.15. 535

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
DORSET —18th century Mill H ouse; 

m odern; h. and c. water; bathroom ; poultry, 
etc. Bed. B rk .; evening m eal; m od .; recom
mended.—Corben. Corscombe, Dorchester. 455 

LLANDUDNO.—Board residence, moderate 
terms, good cuisine, close to sea, bowls, ten
nis. trams and buses.—Mr. and Mrs. L. S. Grif
fiths. Maesteg Guest House, Clarence Road, 
Craig-y-don, Llandudno. Tel. 7271. 559

PUBLICATIONS
THE IDEAL PRESENT for a ringer.

* Bells of All Nations,’ an encyclopaedia of every 
type the world over. Profusely illustrated. 
Autographed copies price 21s., plus lOd. pos
tage, direct from the author.—Ernest Morris,
F.R.Hist.S., F.R.G.S., M.R.S.L., The Verger’s 
Lodge, St. M argaret’s, Leicester. 285

‘ CHURCH BELLS AND RINGERS OF 
NORW ICH,’ by A. G. G. Thurlow, 5s. 6d. post 
free from the author St. Clement’s Rectory, 
3, Colegate, Norwich An account of the belli 
of one of England’s most historic cities, well 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and pic
tures. Second edition, much improved; no in
crease in price.

MISCELLANEOUS 
HOLIDAY R IN G IN G —Llanbadarn Fawr. 

Aberystwyth.. Sunday morning services: 9.30 
Welsh. 11 English; evensong 5.15, English and 
Welsh alternately. Practice Tuesday 7. All 
welcome. 569

MEETINGS
ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE 

YOUTHS.—Meeting at Whitechapel Bell Foun
dry, Saturday, April 12th, 3 p.m.—A. B. Peck 
Hon. Sec. 513

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIA
TION.—Annual meeting at Minehead on 
Easter Monday. Service 12 noon at the Parish 
Church of St. Michael. Luncheon, admission 
by ticket, 1 p.m., at Dorrien Bakeries The 
Parade. Business 2 p.m. at Church Institute, 
Bancks Street. Bells 10.30—11.30 and from 
3—8. Minehead (10), Old Cleeve and Dunster 
(8’s). Carhampton (6).—J. T. Dyke, Chilcomp- 
ton. Bath. 526

CUMBERLAND AND N . WESTMOR
LAND ASSOCIATION.—Annual general meet
ing at Keswick on Easter Monday, April 14th. 
Bells (8) available 1 p.m. Service 3.15 p.m 
followed bv tea and business.—J. W. Brown- 
rige. Gen. Sec. 539

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
general meeting, Huntingdon, Easter Monday 
April 14th. Bells: St. Mary’s (8) and All 
Saints’ (6) from 10.30; St. Ives’ (8) 10.30 to 
1 p.m. Service, St. Mary’s, 3.30, followed by 
tea and business. Godmanchester (8) at 6 
p.m.—W. W. Cousins, Gen. Sec. 492

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS. — 
Annual festival. Combe Martin, Easter Monday, 
April 14th. Service 12.15 p.m. Luncheon 1 
p.m. Luncheon tickets (5s.) and particulars of
14 towers open, from E. J. Taylor, Gen. Sec., 
Westhayes, Post Hill, Tiverton. 469

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION—Annual 
meeting. Ashford, Easter Monday. Service, 
etc.. as previously advertised. Towers: Bid- 
denden and Tenterden after 4 p.m .; Lenham 
10— 11.30 and after 7 p.m .; Ashford, Wye, Wil- 
lesborough, Bethersden, Great Chart, Sellindge 
and Charing before and after meeting.—G . H. 
Spice, Hon. Sec. 557

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
Easter Monday. Standing Committee, Man- 
croft Vestry, 11.30 a.m Other details adver
tised last week.—A. G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec.

558
SUFFOLK GUILD.—Annual meeting at Ips

wich. Easter Monday. Four towers from 9.30 
,a.m . Service. St. Lawrence’s, 12 noon. Lunch

12.45 (opposite), 4s. each for the first 40 who 
apply to Cecil W. Pipe, Grundisburgh. 431 

SURREY ASSOCIATION—North Western 
District.—District meeting will be held on Eas
ter Monday, April 14th, at St. Barnabas', 
Ranmore Common Bells (8) 2.30. Tea 4.30. 
Dorking bells 7 p.m.. Buses from Dorking 
North at 2.10 and 3.33.—R. Lathbury. 501 

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION—An
nual meeting, Worcester, Easter Monday, April 
14th. Service in All Saints’ 11 a.m. General 
meeting. College Hall, 12 noon prom pt Re
ports and subscriptions in College Hall up to
2.30 p.m. Coffee obtainable in College Hall
1.15—2 p.m .; bring own lunch sandwiches. Tea 
(2s. 6d per head) at 5 p.m. Bells available: 
All Saints’ (10) 10—11 a.m. and from 6 p.m.; 
Claines (10), St. John’s (8) and Kempsey (6) all
2.30—4.30 p.m.—J D Johnson, Gen. Sec., 
Sedgeberrow, Evesham. 486

BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 
Chew Deanery. -1-  Meeting, Barrow Gurney. 
April 19th. Bells 3 o’clock. Divine service 4 
o’clock. Tea and meeting 4.30, Jubilee Inn, 
Flax Bourton.—Percy G. Yeo, Long Ashton.

562
BATH AND WELLS ASSOCIATION. — 

Ilchester Deanery Branch.—Meeting, Somer- 
ton. Saturday. April 19th. Service 4.30. Please 
notify early for tea.—F. Farrant, Martock. 547 

BEVERLEY AND DISTRICT R.S.—Meet
ing at Patrington, April 19th. Bells (8) avail
able 2 p.m. Service 4.15. Tea in Church 
Room for all who notify, by first post Wednes
day, April 16th. M r. D. Fewster, Lily Lodge. 
Patrington. 573

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Crewe 
Branch.—Audlem. April 19th. Bells (6) 2.30 
p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Names for tea must 
be received by April 15th.—W. Kerr, 26, Daven- 
ham Crescent. Crewe. '72

DERBYSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Annual 
general meeting Saturday April 19th. Com
mittee meeting, Cathedral Diocesan House, 3.15 
p.m .; Diocesan Jubilee Service, Cathedral.
4.15 p.m. Tea and general meeting, Cathedral 
Diocesan House, 5 p.m. Ringing arrange
m ents: 10.30 a.m.—12.30 p.m., St. Andrew’s;
2.30 p.m.-—4.15 p.m., 6.30 p.m.—8 p.m.. 
Cathedral and St. Peter’s. Names for tea, by 
April 16th. to Miss K. Tivey, 232, Chellaston 
Road. Shelton Lock, Derby.—A. B. Cooper

DEVON GUILD.—Mid-Devon Branch." 
Dittisham. Saturday, April 19th. Usual ar
rangements.—A. L. Bennett, Cornerways, Buck- 
fastleigh ' 546
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DURHAM  AND NEWCASTLE ASSOCIA
TION .—Eastern District.—Houghton-le-Spring, 
Saturday. April 19th, 2.30. Names for tea, by 
April 17th, to Mr. W. F. Sheraton, 27, St. 
Aidan’s Terrace, New Herrington, Houghton-le- 
Spring. 552

EAST GRINSTEAD GUILD.—Turners Hill 
(8). Aoril 19th. Tea at the Pollards for those 
who notifv Mr. C. Streeter, 2, New Cottages, 
Turners Hill, Crawley.—C. A. Bassett. 541 

ELY ASSOCIATION.—Wisbech Branch.— 
Meeting. Watlington, Saturday, April 19th. 
Bells (6) 2.30. Service 4.30. Tea 5. Names for 
tea by 16th, please.—J. Fox, Walpole Highway, 
Wisbech. 564

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Hunts 
and Cambs Districts.—Joint meeting, Caxton 
(6), Saturday, April 19th. Bells 3 p.m. Ser
vice 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m.—H . S. Peacock, H.
L. Martin. Dis. Secs. 542

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—N orth Western 
District.—Meeting at Stansted (8), Saturday, 
Aoril 19th. at 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Names for 
tea to G. Blake. Dis. Sec., Teesta, Jacks Hatch. 
Epping Upland. Essex 563

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — South Eastern 
Division.—Meeting Maldon. All Saints’ (8), 
Saturday, April 19th. Bells 2.30 p.m. Service
4.30 p.m. Numbers for tea to A. Everett, 24, 
The Chase. Boreham. 522

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —An
nual meeting, Guildford, Saturday, April 19th. 
Bells of Cathedral Church, St. M ary's and St. 
Nicolas’ from 2.30. Service, St. Mary’s, 4.30. 
Tea and meeting, St. Nicolas’ Hall. 5.15. Num
bers for :ea, by April 15th, to Miss W. Oliver, 
36. N orth Place, Guildford.—G. L. Grover, 
Hon Sec. 555.

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS — 
N.E. Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Huntsham, 
Saturday, April 19th. Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. 
Tea 5 p.m. Names to C. G. Dymond, Silver
ton. Devon. 508 

HAWKHURST AND DISTRICT GUILD — 
Meeting at Frant on April 19th. Bells (6) 3 
n.m Names for tea, by April 16th, to Geo. 
Billenness 3, Grasmere Terrace, Hawkhurst.

534
HEREFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Bridg

north Branch.—Quarterly meeting at Claverley, 
Saturday, April 19th. Ringing 3 p.m. Service
4.30. Tea 5.15 p.m,. Notifications for tea, be
fore Thursday, April 17th to Mr. F . Bennett, 
Rydal, Pool House Road, W ombourn, near 
Wolverhampton.—H . G. Thomas, Sec. 510 

HEREFORD DIOCESAN G U IL D —Ludlow 
and Church Stretton District. — A quarterly 
meeting, Berrington, Saturday, April 19th. 
Bells (81 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea 5.15. 536 

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 
Annual general meeting. St. Albans, Saturday, 
April 19th. Cathedral service 4 p.m .; preacher* 
the Bishop of B edford; collection for the 
Association. Tea 5.15 p.m., Abbey In
stitute, 2s. 6d. Ringing at Hatfield 10 a.m.— 
12 noon: St. Peter’s and St. Michael’s 2 p.m .; 
Cathedral 2.30 p.m. Resolutions: That the 
annual meeting be held at St. Albans at in
tervals of not less than three years; that Rules 
10 and 12 be deleted; Rule 10 to re ad : ‘ All 
peals run? for this Association shall be printed 
in the annual report. The particulars of each 
peal, with the composition and the fee of six
pence per member taking part, shall be sent to 
the District secretary by the conductor, who 
shall also be responsible for the payment of 
the subscriptions of any persons elected in the 
tower upon the occasion otherwise the peal 
will not be recognised.’ Names for tea to
H. V. Frost, Hon. Sec., 43, Leyland Avenue, 
St. Albans. 521

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION —Roches
ter District.—Quarterly meeting at Gillingham 
(8) on Saturday April 19th. Bells 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m., followed by tea and meeting 
in the Church Room. Names for tea to me 
by Wednesday. April 16th.—B. W. May, Keith- 
ston, Keycol Hill, near Sittingbourne. 524

SOUTH OF ENGLAND RINGERS’ 
RALLY

will be held in 
BOURNEMOUTH on MAY 3rd

THE ‘ GEORGE WILLIAMS ’ 
COMMEMORATION DINNER
will take place in the evening at 
THE DEVONSHIRE HOTEL

Tickets 10s. 6d. each

Coach tour leaves Bournemouth at 10.30 
a.m. for Swanage, Kingston, Wareham 
and Poole. Tickets 7s. 6d. each. 
Please apply early to Arthur V. Davis, 
116 Alma Road, Bournemouth. 506

LADIES'’ GUILD.—Lincolnshire District.— 
Annual meeting, Winterton April) 19th. 
Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea 5 p.m. Please 
notify, not later than Monday, April 14th, Mrs. 
Hall. Glasgoed, West Street, Winterton, near 
Scunthorpe. 514

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Manches
ter Branch.—Meeting at St. M ary’s, Prestwick, 
April 19th, 3 p.m. (instead of Sacred Trinity). 
Cups of tea. Buses from Victoria Bridge. All 
welcome.—R. Beison. 549

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Rochdale 
Branch.—Meeting at Todmorden Unitarians, 
April 19th. Bells (8) from 3 p.m. No tea ar
rangements; cafes nearby.—F . Pritchard. 553 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Furness 
and Lake District Branch.—Practice meeting. 
Kirkby-in-Furness, Saturday, April 19th. Bells 
(6) 2.30. Names for tea to  F . Moorhouse, 
Suncrest. Kirkby-in-Furness.—N. M. Newby, 
Branch Sec. 571

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Bolton 
Branch. — Meeting, Westhoughton, Saturday, 
April i9th. Bells 2.30. Free tea. Business 
meeting following tea. Names for tea to W. 
Smalley. 15, Sunny Garth, Westhoughton.— 
Peter Crook, Hon. Sec. 570

LEICESTER DIOCESAN G U IL D —Market 
Harborough District. — Meeting. Saddington, 
April 19th. Bells (5) 3. Service 4.15. Tea 5, 
Saddington Hall. N am es by April 16th.—L. 
W. Allen, High Street, Great G lenn.—L. W. 
Alien. 561

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—Banbury 
Branch.—Quarterly meeting Shenington (5), 
Aoril 19th. Service 4. Tea. Members at
tending are invited to the private light six at 
the residence of churchwarden. C. Jarvis, Bals- 
cote, after tea.—E. Pearson, Adderbury West, 
Banbury. Oxon. 511

SALISBURY GUILD.—Dorchester Branch. 
—Meeting. Wool April 19th. Usual arrange
ments. Names for tea. by April 16th, please, 
to Mr. Williams, 47, Spring Street, Wool, Ware
ham.—Hayne, Sec.. Abbotsbury. 550 

SALISBURY G U IL D —West Dorset Branch. 
—Meeting a t Chardstock, Saturday, April 19th, 
Bells 3 D .m . Service 4. Tea and meeting fol
low. Please notify for tea.—C. H. Lathey. 543 

SELBY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.—An
nual meeting (postponed owing to the death 
of King George VI.), Selby Abbey, April 19th. 
Bells (10) 2 to 4.20 p.m. Service 4.30. Dinner 
and social evening, Londesborough Arms Hotel, 
Selby. 6.30. Names (together with remittance, 
8s.). to Mr. T. Foster, 15, Portholme Drive, 
Selby.—L. M. Woodhead, Hon. Sec. 560 

SOUTHWELL GUILD.—Annual meeting, 
Newark. Saturday, April 19th. Service, Newark 
Parish Church, 4.30. Business meeting, Parish 
Church belfry 6. Own tea arrangem ents; 
numerous cafes. Parish Church bells (10) and 
Winthorpe (6) available 2.30—8. For Win- 
thorpe. board Town Bus Service to terminus, 
then Short walk Come and make this a 
bumper meeting. All welcome. — J. W. 
Raithby, Gen. Sec. 517

SUFFOLK GU ILD . — Sudbury-Clare Dis
trict.-—Meeting, Long Melford (8), April 19th at
3 n.m. Cafe one mile from church.—L. D. 
Mills Dis. Hon. Sec. 531

SUSSEX ASSOCIATION—Western Divi
sion.—Practice meeting, Stedham (6), April 
19th 3 p.m. Names for tea, please, by 15th, to 
E Treagus, 78. Kyoto Court, Bognor Regis.

GUILD OF CLERICAL RINGERS'.—The 
annual business meeting will be held at the An
gel Hotel, Bury St. Edmunds, on Wednesday, 
April 23rd. at 8.30 p.m.—E . V. Cox, Hon. Sec.

________544

COVENTRY DIOCESAN GUILD.—Annual 
general meeting, Coventry, Saturday, April 
26th Stoke and Allesley bells available 2—4 
and in the evening. Cathedral service 4.30. 
Tea in Council House by kind invitation of 

"His Worship the Mayor of Coventry (Coun
cillor H. Weston). Business meeting to follow. 
Names for tea by Tuesday, April 22nd, without 
fail, please. Committee meet Wednesday, 
April 23rd, at 20, Broadgate (Pepper Lane en
trance), Coventry, 7.15 p.m.—Mrs. D. E. Bea
mish. Hon. Gen. Sec.. 21, Gipsy Lane, N un
eaton. Phone Nuneaton 3296. 566 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—N.E. D is t r i c t -  
Meeting at Wormingford on April 26th. Bells 
from  2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. 
Numbers for tea, by April 23rd, to Mr. E. 
Leeoett'. The Dell. Wormingford, near Col
chester.—R. D. 507 

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. — 
Lewisham District.—Quarterly meeting, West 
Wickham, Saturday. April 26th. Bells 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30 p.m. Names for tea, not later than 
Monday. 21st. to A. Hill, 24, Stanmore Ruad. 
Belvedere. 545 

LADIES’ GUILD — Midland District. — 
Meeting at Kingswinford, April 26th. Bells 
available 2.30 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea at
5 p.m. Names for tea, not later than 
Wednesday, April 23rd, to Mr. H. Morgan, 63, 
Wartelt Bank, Kingswinford, near Brierley 
Hill. Staffs. All ringers welcome.—J. Stani
forth. Hon. Sec. 565 

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — The an
nual meeting will be held at Christ Church, 
Bacuo. on Saturday, April 26th. Towers avail
ab le : Christ Church, Bacup, 10 a.m . to 4 p.m. 
and after meeting; St. Saviour’s, Bacup, 1 p.m. 
to 3.30 p.m. and after meeting; W aterfoot (6)
10 a.m. to 3.30 p.m .; Newchurch 10 a.m. to
1 n.m. Tea tickets. 3s. each, from M r. A. 
Mills. 1. Stanley M ount, Lane Head, Bacup. 
before April 22nd, together with money. 415 

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD. — Annual 
meeting, Lincoln, April 26th. Bells of Cathe
dral (12) and St. Giles’ (8) 2 to 3.45 p.m., St. 
Peter-at-Gowts (6) and St. Botolph’s (6) 2 to
3.30 p.m. All again available after the meet
ing. Cathedral evensong at 4. Tea, 5, at East- 
gate Court Cafe, followed by meeting. Names 
for tea by Tuesday previous to Mr. J. A. Free
man. 95, Sincil Bank, Lincoln.—J. Bray, Hon. 
Sec. 567 

MIDDLESEX ASSOCIATION. — Annual 
meeting, April 26th. Holloway 11 to 1. 
Clerkenwelf 3. Service 4.30, followed by tea 
and meeting. St. Giles-in-the-Fields after meet
ing. Names for tea to Ernest Turner, 73, 
Braithwaite Gardens. Stanmore (WORdsworth 
51091. 556 

NORW ICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION — 
Opening of Castle Acre bells, augmented to six, 
on Saturday, April 26th, by the Rev. A. G . G. 
Thurlow Service 3. Tea and ringing after 
service. Names for tea by Saturday, April 
19th to the Rev. R. N. Evans, Castleacre Rec
tory. Owing to many visitors there, no tea 
without previous notice.—A. G. G. Thurlow, 
3. Colegate, Norwich 458 

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD —East Berks 
and South Bucks Branch.—Annual meeting, 
Burnham. Saturday, April 26th, 3 p.m. Ser
vice 4.30 p.m. Names for tea by April 21st.— 
Barker, Cambridge, Wexham, Slough. 554 

(Continued on next .page)
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NOTICES—Continued
PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD — 

Peterborough Branch.—Quarterly meeting, Whit- 
tlesev, St. Andrew’s, April 26th. Bells 3 p.m. 
Service 4.30. Tga 5. Notify for tea by April 
22nd.—G. S. Bush, 18. Princes Street, Peter
borough. 548

PETERBOROUGH GUILD .—Wellingborough 
Branch.—Quarterly meeting at Bozeat, Satur
day Anril 26th. Service 4.30. Names for tea 
to A. Bielev. 30. Allen Road, Irthlingborough.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.—Southern Dis
trict.—Quarterly meeting, Charlwood, April 
26th. Bells (6) 3. Tea and meeting 5. Names 
for tea by Thursday, April 24th, to Mr. J. 
Ede Claremont Villas, Charlwood. 551

NORWICH ASSOCIATION. — Informal 
Dinner Mardie. Open to all Norfolk and 
Suffolk Branches. Wednesday, April 30th. 7.30 
p.m.. Swan Hotel. East Harling. Handbells 
after. Tickets 7s. 6d. Names, please, to Dr. 
Paul Jonason, East Harling, Norwich. 875

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION — 
A social evening will be held at St. Mary’s Hall, 
Hemel Hempstead, on Saturday, May 3rd. 7—
11 p.m., in aid of the Association General Fund. 
Tickets 2s. 6d. (including refreshments) from 
Mr. D E. Latchford. Tolcarne, Collett Road. 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 568

SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. — Change of 
date. The annual meeting will now be held on 
Mav 10th. Ringing from 2.30. Bells: St. 
Cuthbert’s in the afternoon and St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in addition in the evening. Names 
for tea, by Thursday, May 8th, to Rognvald 
Wilson. 15 Durham  Road, Portobello, Mid
lothian. 532

The CENTRAL COUNCIL 
PUBLICATIONS

COLLECTION OF COMPOSI- s. d. - 
TIONS (MAJOR) . . 2  6

COLLECTION OF DOUBLES &
M INOR METHODS . .  . . 3  3 

FOUR-WAY TABLE M INOR
METHODS ...........................  4

CHANGE RING ING ON HAND
BELLS ..................................... . 2 0

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSI
TION ....................................... 1 0

METHOD SHEETS—
Cambridge Surprise M ajor . .  2 
Double Norwich and Cambridge 

Court (Out of print) . .  - 
Bristol Surprise M ajor . .  . .  2 
Stedman and Grandsire Triples 3 

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS &
B E G I N N E R S ...........................  4

COLLECTION OF PEALS—
Section II., Plain Bob and 

Double Oxford Bob . .  9
Section III., Double Norwich

C.B................................................  9
REPORT OF CONFERENCE

WITH S.P.A.B............................... 6
DOUBLE NORW ICH COURT

BOB C A T E R S ........................... 1 0
PRESERVATION AND REPAIR

OF BELLS, etc............................ 1 0
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE OF 

CHURCH BELLS (Card) . .  6 
MODEL CODE OF RULES—

Ringers’ Society or C om pany.. 6 
VILLAGE BELLS . .  . .  9 

(3 copies for 2 /-)
Post Free from 

MR. W. H. J. HOOTON, 
Osmington School, Tring, Herts.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

Noted for Easy Handling and 
Non-Stretching

Established 1820 Phone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(ROPES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLOCK AND CHIM ING ROPES 

SPLICING AND REPAIRS 
BELL MUFFLERS

Price List on Application

The Ringers’ Handbook
Reprinted 1952 

FOU ALL LEARNERS 
GRANDSIRE, STEDMAN, 
PLAIN BOB AND KENT

4 to 8 bells 4/6. : :  4 to 6 bells 2/6 
Postage included

Obtainable ONLY from Mrs E. S. Powell, 
East Stoke Lodge, Stoke-under-Ham, 

Somerset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE M ANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LATE OF BERMONDSEY AND PECKHAM

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Institute, 
Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough, 
Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Manchester, 

Durban and Worcester Cathedrals, etc.

M UFFLERS : :  RIN G IN G  MATS : :  MATTING : :  FLAG LINES : :  ETC. ETC.

The JASPER SNOWDON 
SERIES

‘ ROPESIGHT,’ 11th edition; 150 pages; 
3 / -

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ by J. A. Trollope; 130 
pages; 3 /4  

‘ STEDMAN,’ by J. A. Trollope; 150 
pages; 2/10 

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ 11th edition. 
Letterpress 2/6. Diagrams 1951 re
print 2 /6

‘ TREBLE BOB.’ Out of print, being 
rewritten.

‘ SURPRISE METHODS,’ by Rev. C.
D. P. Davies; 126 pages; 2/10 

All post free on receipt of postal order 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

Cavendish Street, CARTMEL, 
Grange-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS & SONS, LTD. BANKFIELD T ER R ACE. LEEDS. 4 

Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1

Printed for the Proprietors by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guildford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.. Ltd., Breams Buildings, London, B .C .4


