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DORCHESTER ABBEY 
Where the Peal of Spliced Surprise Major in 25 Methods 

Was Rung
By FREDERICK SHARP

SOME nine miles to the south-east of Oxford, near 
the junction of the River Thame with the Thames, 
lies the ancient town of Dorchester, famed for its 

historical associations and for its unique Abbey Church. 
Here, in the first half of the seventh century, St. Birinus, 
the ‘ Apostle of Wessex ’ as he is often called, preached 
to the West Saxons; and here Cynegils, their king, was 
afterwards baptised.

In Roman times Dorchester had been a fortified town, 
and, after the baptism of Cynegils, was given to St. Birinus 
to be his cathedral city. He became the first bishop 
circa A.D. 634. Later in the seventh century the See 
was removed to Leicester; it was re-established at Dor
chester in the middle of the tenth century, only to be 
transferred again circa 1075, this time to Lincoln. The 
old Cathedral was then converted into an Abbey, and so 
continued until the suppression of the monasteries in the 
sixteenth century. Part of the Abbey Church, dedicated 
to St. Peter and St. Paul, belonged to the parishioners, 
and had been used by them as a parish church for centuries. 
This naturally escaped the fate of the monastic buildings; 
but the preservation of the monastic portion of the church 
is due to the generosity of Sir Richard Beauforest, who 
purchased it for £140 about the year 1554 and gave it 
to the parish.

No portion of the Cathedral of St. Birinus and little, if 
indeed any, of that built in the 11th century by Bishop 
Eadnorth remain. The present Abbey Church dates 
chiefly from the twelfth and fourteenth centuries; it is 
noted (inter alia) for its irregularity of shape, for the splen
dour of the arcades on both sides of the choir, and for 
the beauty of the sanctuary. This was extended eastwards 
at the end of the Decorated period of architecture, and 
contains three large windows, dating from that period, and 
remarkable by reason of their tracery not being confined 
to the upper portions of the windows but continued 
throughout the whole, and also because additional orna
ments in the form of sculptured figures have been added 
to the tracery. On the north side of the sanctuary is the 
famous * Jesse ’ window in which the unique features 
already mentioned are utilised to form the branches of a

genealogical tree, depicting the descent of our Lord : on 
the north side are the very beautiful fourteenth century 
sedilia and piscina. The western tower was rebuilt in the 
seventeenth century, but contains some earlier windows 
then reinserted.

The tower contains a ring of eight bells, with a tenor 
45£ inches in diameter, in E natural, weighing approxi
mately 16 cwt. The bells are far-famed for their tones, 
and are in many ways unique. They have been so well 
cared for that, with the possible exception of one bell and 
in spite of extensive use, all the original castings made for 
the ring have been preserved. An inventory, made by 
the Commissioners of Edward VI., states that in 1552 the 
church possessed : Item a lych bell. Item 2 bellys. Item 
a saunce bell. Of these, the lych bell, a small handbell 
rung in front of funeral processions, and the saunce have 
disappeared. The 2 bellys, now the seventh and tenor 
of the ring, are fortunately as sound as they were in the 
days of the Augustinian Canons.

The oldest bell is the tenor, a fine-toned example from 
the mediaeval foundry at Wokingham. This bell bears 
the inscription :
PROTEGE BIRINE QVOS CONVOCO TV SINE FINE 

RAF RASTWOLD 
in the beautiful lettering introduced by the owners of 
that foundry, circa 1350. Between each word is a crowned 
stop, and each letter is surmounted by a crown. In addi
tion to the usual Wokingham foundry marks, the lion’s 
head, trefoil, crowned cross, and reverse of a groat, the 
bell bears the figures of a dragon and a horse. The bell 
dates from the second half of the fourteenth century, and 
has the merit of being inscribed with the name of its donor, 
Ra(l)f Rastwold, who died in 1383. He probably gave 
the bell to Dorchester Abbey during his lifetime.

The next oldest bell is the seventh, which is generally 
considered the finest-toned bell in the ring. It dates from 
the last quarter of the fourteenth century, and is a product 
of the Exeter foundry. Its lettering and founder’s marks 
show that it was cast by one of the predecessors of Robert 
Norton, who placed on it the inscription :

PETRE : TVIS : APERI : DA : PAVLE : TVIS : 
MISERERI.

The fourth, fifth and sixth are the work of Henry 
Knight I., of Reading, and are chiefly remarkable for the 
pre-Reformation character of their inscriptions. They were 
cast not from mediaeval moulds as the guide books would 
have us believe, but in the wording of the inscriptions of
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the fifth and sixth it would appear that the spirit of the 
Canons of Dorchester had survived until the early years 
of the seventeenth century; these two bells are inscribed 
respectively in mixed Gothic lettering :

SANCTA TOMA ORA PRO NOBIS 1606
and

VIRGINIIS EGREGIE DICAR CAMP ANA M ARIA 
1591 HK.

The date 1591 marks the augmentation of the number 
of the bells in the ring to three; they were increased to 
five in 1603, to six in 1651, and to eight in 1867 when the 
treble and second were added by Messrs. Mears and Stain- 
bank, who also installed the present oak bell-frame. In 
1936 the bells were rehung in the existing frame and new 
gear supplied by Mr. Richard White, of Appleton. With 
the exception of the fourth, all the bells retain their canons.

There is a local tradition that no snake can live within 
the sound of the tenor; this is commemorated in the rhyme ; 

Within the sound of the great bell 
No snake nor adder ere shall dwell.

Dorchester bells are very familiar to members of the 
Oxford Diocesan Guild and to visiting ringers from kindred 
societies. Many are the peals which have been rung on 
them in the past, but none so laudable as that completed 
on February 4th, 1951, when, as reported in our peal 
columns last week, a peal of Spliced Surprise Major in 
25 methods was scored by Mr. Walter F. Judge and his 
band on these famous bells.

B ibliograohy: C. Headlam , O xford  and N eighbourhood, 1925; E. A. 
Freem an, On the Architecture o f the A bbey  Church o f  Dorchester, 
1854; F. G . Brabant, O xfordshire, 1906; F. Sharpe, The Church Bells 
o f Oxfordshire, vol. I I., O xfordshire Record Society, 1950.

TWELVE BELL PEALS
SH E F F IE L D .

T H E  Y O R K SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N .
On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in  3 H ours and  42 M inutes,

A t  th e  C athedral C h u r ch  o f  SS. Peter  and P a u l ,
A  PEA L O F  5019 S TE D M A N  CIN Q U ES 

T enor 40 cwt. 10 lb. in B.
P e t e r  J. S t a n i f o r t h  

‘ B r ia n  G . W a r w ic k  .
♦tTERENCE A. THORNBER.

J il l  Poole  ....................
JS . A nthony  J esso n  . 

Shir l ey  Burton  . .  .

. Treble  
2

7
8  

9
10
11

Composed by F r e d  H . D e x te r .

L eonard T revor  . .  ..T reb le
A rth u r  V. Pearson  . .  2
E dgar C . S h e ph er d  . .  3
A lbert  W alker . .  . .  4
W ill ia m  C . D o w d in o  . .  5
J ohn  Scott  ............................6
C o m p o sed  by  J o hn  C arter.

N orman  A. C haddock  . .
J J ohn  H il l  ......................

J o h n  B ra m le y  . .  . .  
§ H e r b e r t  O . C h a d d o c k . .  
E r n e s t  A. T h o rp e  

tJoH N  E. T u r l e y  . .  . .  Tenor 
C onducted by P e t e r  J .  S t a n i f o r t h .  

•  First peal of Stedm an Cinques on lower bells, t  100th peal, 
t  First peal o f  Stedm an Cinques. § First peal on 12 bells. F irst peal 
o f Stedm an Cinques on tower bells as conductor. A birthday com pli
m ent to M r. D. S taniforth , father o f the conductor.

B IR M IN G H A M .
ffT. M A R T IN 'S  G U IL D  FO R  TH E D IO CESE O F  B IR M IN G H A M . 

O n Tues.. Feb. 13, 1951, in  3 Hours and  34 M inutes,
A t t h e  C hurch  o p  St . M a rtin ,

A  PEAL OF 5019 STEDM AN CINQUES
T enor 37 cwt. in C.

G eorge E. F earn . .  . .  7 
G . W ill ia m  C r it c h l e y . . 8 

‘ R o dney  B. M eadow s . .  9 
W illia m  E. T h o m p s e t t . .  10 
F rank E. H aynes . .  . .  11 
J ohn  N. L in d o n  . .  . .T e n o r  
Conducted by L eonard  T r ev o r .

•  First peal o f Stedm an and  on twelve bells. F irs t peal o f twelve 
as conductor.

LEIC ESTER .
T H E  L EIC ESTER  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Thurs., Feb. 15, 1951, in 3 Hours and  33 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r t in ,

A PEA l. O F 5040 SPLIC ED  SU R PR ISE  M A X IM U S 
C om prising 2,160 Belgrave and  2,880 Cam bridge with 30 changes of
m ethod. T enor 25 cwt.
S. A n t hony  J e s s o n . . Treble • J ohn  H il l  ................... 7
J il l  P oole  ................... 2 H arry G . W aynb . . 8
P eter  J .  Stan ifo r th 3 J ohn  R . S m it h  . .  . 9
H arold J .  Poole  . .  . 4 H errick  B . Bow ley . 10
E rn est  W . R aw son 5 T erence  A . T hornber . . 11
Sh ir l ey  Burton  . .  . 6 W illia m  J .  R oot  . . . Tenor
Com posed by A . J . P itm a n . Conducted by H arold J . Poolb.

* First peal o f Spliced Surprise. F irst peal o f Surprise Maximus in 
two m ethods by all the band.

W A LSA LL, S T A FFO R D SH IR E .
TH E SO C IETY  FO R  T H E  A R C H D E A C O N R Y  O F STAFFORD. 

On Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in  3 Hours and  30 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a t t h e w ,

A  PEA L O F  5019 STE D M A N  C IN Q U ES 
T enor 26i cwt. in D.

M aurice  G . T urner . .Treble E dgar T . S m it h  . .  . 7
J . N orman H adley  . . . .  2 E rn est  S t i t c h ................... 8

H arry F . H o l d in g  . . . .  3 A lan E l sm o r e  . .  . 9
H ow ard  H o w e ll . .  4 E dw ard  V. R o d e n h u r s t . 1 0

F rancis Brotherton . .  5 R ichard  D. L angford  . 1 1

G eorge  A . P acker . . . .  6 W m . F rank Stenson Tenor
Com posed by F r e d k . H . D e x ter . Conducted by H ow ard  H ow ell .

R ung as a birthd .y com plim ent to the Vicar, the Rev. C anon A. T. 
Jenkins, and M r. Jam es S, Eastw ood. M aurice G . Turner complete! 
the ‘ circle.’ -------------------

TEN BELL PEALS
B IR M IN G H A M .

ST. M A R T IN ’S G U IL D  FO R  T H E  D IO CESE O F  B IR M IN G H A M . 
On Thurs., Feb. 8 , 1951, in 3 Hours and  30 M inutes,

A t th e  C athedral C h urch  o f  S t . Ph il ip ,
A  PEA L O F 5040 B IR M IN G H A M  SU R PR ISE  ROY AL 

T enor 31 cwt. 21 lb. in D.
J ohn  Scott 
J ohn  P in f o l d  . .
G . W m . C r it c h l ey  . .  
F rank E. P e r v in  . .  
A rth u r  V . P earson

T erry R . H am pton  . .  
H enry  H . F earn 
R o dney  B. M eadow s 
L eonard  T revor 
G eorge E. F earn 
C o n d u c ted  by G eorge E

Treble 
2
3
4
5

Com posed by C harles J . Sed g le y .
The first peal in the m ethod.

LEEDS, Y O R K SH IR E.
T H E  Y O R K SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N . 

(Sheffield and D istrict Society.)
O n Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in 3 H ours and  42 M inutes, 

A t t h e  C hurch  o f  St . P e te r ,
A  PEA L O F  5040 PLA IN  BOB ROYAL 

T enor 42 cwt. 1 q r. 27 lb. in C.

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
F earn.

J o h n  J .  L. G ilbert  . .T reb le  
F rederick  S eager . .  . .  2 
M ichael  M oreton  . . .  3
J ohn  R ock  ......................  4

• G ordon  C . Brig g s  . .  5 
Com posed by J .  A. T r o l l o pe .

fR o Y  Be tley -C ookb  
N orman C haddock  

tFRANK R e e d  . .  . .  
H erbert  O. C haddock  
J ohn  E. T urley

6
7
8 
9

Tenor
C onducted by N orman C haddock . 

* 50th peal for the Y orkshire Association, t  First peal o f Bob 
Royal. Rung in m em oriam  H jrry  Seager, b ro ther o f the ringer of 
the 2nd, w ho died F ebruary  12th.

K IN G STO N , SU R R EY .
T H E  SO CIETY  O F  ROYAL C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U TH S.

On Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in 3 H ours and  22 M inutes,
A t t h e  C hurch  o f  A ll  S a in ts ,

A  PEA L 5040 Y O R K SH IR E  SU R PR ISE  ROYAL 
Tenor 27 cwt. 2 q r. 24 lb. in C  sharp.

B arbara M . H arris ..T reb le  
M r s . R . F . D eal . .  . .  2 

• M r s . C . J . M a tth ew s  . .  3 
G eorge H . C ro ss  . .  . .  4  
T hom as  H . F rancis . .  5 

Com posed by C . W. R o berts .

A l fr ed  J . H o u se  . .  
• F rank E. H aw thornb 
T. M ark W h it e  . .  

• H arold  A. M ay . .  
W illia m  T. Beeson

6
7
8 
9

Tenor

•  F irst peal o f Yorkshire Surprise Royal.
C onducted by T hom as  H . F rancis.

CHURCH & TURRET CLOCKS
N ew  Installations : Repairs : M aintenance 

• Estimates and Advice Free 
JOHN SMITH & SON, Midland Clock Works, DERBY LTD.
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M IR F IE L D , Y O R K SH IR E .
T H E  Y O R K SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N .

On Sal., Feb. 17, 1951, in  3 H ours and  37 M inutes.
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,

A PEA L O F  5040 Y O R K SH IR E  SU R PR ISE  RO Y A L 
Tenor 30 cwt. 1 q r. 22 lb . in D.

F . B e r n a r d  D i t c h e r  ..Treble
♦M ilton  C . F o w l e r  . .  2
f J .  M artin  T horley  . .  3

Le sl ie  W. G . M o rr is  . .  4
J . E d w a rd  C a w s e r  . .  5

J . F r e d k . M iln er  . .  . .  6
G o r d o n  B e n f ie ld  . .  . .  7

fGiBSON J ackson  . .  . .  8
W . E r ic  C r i t c h l e y  . .  9
E dw a r d  J e n k in s  . .  . .  Tenor

Com posed and C onducted by J .  E d w a r d  C a w se r .
* F irst peal o f Y orkshire Royal away from  the treble, f  F irs t peal 

of Y orkshire Royal. F irst peal o f Surprise on the bells.
W ILL EN H A LL , STA FFO R D SH IR E .

THE SO CIETY  FO R  TH E A R C H D EA C O N R Y  O F  STA FFO R D . 
On Sal., Feb. 17, 1951, in  3 H ours and  17 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  G i l e s ,
A  PEA L  O F 5057 G R A N D S IR E  CA TERS 

T enor 16 cwt.
Francis A . S e d g ew ic k  
J oan Be r esfo r d  
Peter Be r e s io r d  
W illiam  D a vies 
De n n is  B e resfo r d  . .  
Composed by J . E.

..T re b le  C h r i s to p h e r  W a l l a t e r  . .  6 
. .  . .  2  ' S t a n l e y  P r e s t i d g b  . .  . .  7 
. .  . .  3 W a l t e r  J .  C o p e  . .  . .  8 
. .  . .  4 G e o rg e  E. O l i v e r  . .  9
. .  . .  5 F re d  Be n n e t t ......................Tenor

G r o v e s . C onducted by G eorge  E. O l iv e r .
In m em oriam  M r. F . G . T . W ebb, a form er churchw arden and vice- 

chairman o f  the Parochial C hurch Council o f St. G iles’.

EIGHT BELL PEALS
C O N SETT, C O U N TY  D U R H A M .

THE D U R H A M  A N D  N EW CA STLE D IO CESA N  A SSO CIA TIO N . 
On Sal., Feb. 10, 1951, in 3 H ours and  30 M inutes,

A t C h r ist  C h u r c h ,
A  PEA L  O F 5008 PLA IN  BOB M A JO R  

T enor 17-J cwt.
R ic h a r d  O l i v e r  . .  . .T re b le  { P h il ip  D r a f f e n

’ Joyce L e w i s ...................... .......2
tERic H arrison  . .  . .  3
{Arthur  C ow an  . .  . .  4 
Composed by W . H a rr ison .

R obert B. Skelton  
Ste p h e n  T h o m pso n  
T ho m a s  W . D o d d  . .

5
6 
7

T enor
Conducted by T h o m a s  W . D o d d .

* First peal o f  Bob M ajor, f  F irs t peal in the m ethod. J First 
peal. F irs t peal o f Bob M ajor as conductor. R ung half-muffled as 
* token o f respect to  the Rev. W. C. D. Feddon, one tim e Vicar o f 
Consett parish  and late o f  Ryton-on-Tyne.

H E N LEY , SU FFO LK .
T H E  S U FFO L K  G U IL D .

O n Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in  2 H ours and  58 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . P ete r ,

A  PEA L O F  5184 K E N T  TR EB LE BOB M A JO R 
T enor 8  cwt.

George W . P ipe  
W ill ia m  J .  B utton  . 
H arry D . L ister  . .  . .  
F rank G . B l o o m f ie l d  . .  
Composed by G . L in d o f f .

.T reble  G arnham  A . B laxcell . .  5
2  M ax P age ......................  6
3 R onald  W. Stew a r d  . .  7
4 E r n est  W . P ye . .  . .  Tenor 

C onducted by E r n e st  W . P y e .
LIT TO N  C H E N E Y , DORSET.

T H E  SA LISBURY D IO CESA N  G U IL D .
O n Sal., Feb. 10, 1951, in 3 Hours and  2 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C hurch  o p  St . M ary,
A  PEA L O F  5040 L ITTLE BOB M A JO R  

T enor 16 cwt.
G . Stedm an  M o rris . .T re b le  ’ H enry G . K e eley  . .

’ H . D e n n is  W. B ish o p  
• J o s e p h  T .  Barrett 
’ C u thbert  W . Po w e ll

5
6 
7

Tenor

’Arthur  J .  Scott  . .  . .  2 
•R oger K eeley  . .  . .  3 
‘I. L eonard  G l y d e . .  . .  4
Composed by E d w a r d  F ra n cis . C onducted by G . Stedm an  M o r r is .

* F irst peal in the m ethod. F irst in the m ethod as conductor. First 
Peal in the method fo r the G uild. F irs t peal on the bells since being 
augmented from  6  to  8 .

N E T H E R T O N , W O R C ESTER SH IR E.
TH E SOCIETY FO R  T H E  A R C H D EA C O N R Y  O F STA FFO R D . 

O n Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in 3 Hours and  9 M inutes,
A t  th e  C h urch  o f  St . A n d r ew ,

A  PEA L O F  5088 K E N T  TR EB LE BOB M A JO R 
T enor 13 cwt. in F  sharp.

W il l ia m  D a v ies  . .  . .T re b le  
Ch r isto ph er  W allater . .  2 
Stanley  Pr e s t id g e  . .  3 

‘ G eorge P age . .  4
C om posed  b y  J . N ic h o l l s .

^ Pi rot naal I roUIrt D '

J. N o rm a n  H a d le y  . .  . .  5 
E d w a r d  V. R o d en  h u r s t .  . 6  

H o w a r d  H o w e l l  . .  . .  7 
M a u r ic e  G . T u r n e r  - . .  Tenor 
C onducted by H o w a r d  H o w e l l .

First peal o f T reble Bob. F irs t peal o f T reble Bob as conductor. 
M r- W m . Davies has now  com pleted the  ‘ circle.’

N U N E A TO N , W A R W IC K SH IR E.
T H E  M ID L A N D  C O U N TIES G U IL D .

On Sal., Feb. 10, 1951, in  2 H ours and  50 M inutes. 
A t t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . N ic h o l a s ,

A  PEA L  O F 5152 PL A IN  BOB M A JO R  
T enor 14 cwt. 1 q r. 5 lb. in E.

E r n e s t  M o r r i s  . .  . .  . .T reb le
J .  W . F r a n k  T r o tm a n  . .  2
W alter G . Soar . .  . .  3
J o s e p h  W m . C o t t o n  . .  4

H e c to r  A . K n ig h t s  . .  5
J ack B ailey  ......................  6
S id n e y  H . J o n e s  . .. . .  7 
A l fr e d  M o u l d  . .  . .  Tenor

Com posed and Conducted by E rnest  M o r r is .
A  birthday com plim ent to  W . H . C urson, chairm an o f  the G uild.

SU TT E R TO N , L IN C O LN SH IR E .
T H E  LIN C O LN  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

O n Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in  2 H ours and  54 M inutes,
A t t h e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,

A  PEA L  O F  5040 STED M A N  T R IPL ES 
W . A . Cave’s V ariation o f  J. W . W ashbrook’s. Tenor 16 cwt. in  F.
•L orna Br i g g s ......................Treble

M a r g a r e t  A. S w a n n  . .  2 
C h a r l e s  M c G u in e s s  . .  3 
O w en  A . N e e d h a m . .  . .  4

’ R obert  B row n  . .  . .  5
• J ack P etch  ......................  6

J a c k  L . M i l lh o u s b  . .  7 
D o n o v a n  R. W h i te  . .  Tenor

Conducted by J ack L. M il l h o u s e .
* F irst peal o f Stedm an. The first peal o f Stedm an on the bells.

T A R PO R L EY , C H ESH IR E.
T H E  C H ESTER D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in  3 Hours and  2 M inutes,
A t th e  C hurch  o f  St . H ele n ,

A  PEA L  O F  5056 PLA IN  BOB M A JO R 
T enor 10 cwt. 10 lb. in G .

F r a n k  B a r n a r d  . .  ..T reb le  
’ H e r b e r t  S u t t o n  . .  . .  2 

H a r o l d  G . S m ith  . .  . .  3 
J .  D e re k  S m ith  . .  . .  4 

C om posed by J. R. P r i t c h a r d .

G e o rg e  A. P a c k e r  . .  5 
J o h n  E . B ro u g h  . .  . .  6 
F r e d e r i c k  S. S u t t o n  . .  7 
E d w a r d  J .  B o f fe y  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by J o h n  E . B ro u g h .
* 25th peal. R ung for the 18th wedding anniversary o f G . A. 

Packer, ringer o f 5th. A lso a b irthday com plim ent to  Janet, daughter 
o f  conductor.

W H ITB Y , Y O R K SH IR E.
T H E  Y O R K S H IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N .

On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951. in  3 H ours and  3 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a ry ,

A  PE A L  O F 5040 G R A N D S IR E  T R IPLES 
P arker’s Twelve-part (2nd observation). Tenor 19 cwt. 11 lb. in E.
C h arles  T in dale  
W m . A . Breckon  
J ohn  R . W aller 
G eorge  W . W h it e

. .T re b le  A lbert  V . C o ates . .  . .  5
2 S id n e y  R. E l w ic k  . .  6

3 H arry S hort ....................  7
4 H ubert  W aters . .  . .  Tenor 

C onducted by W ill ia m  A . Breck o n .
R ung in honour o f  the wedding o f  the M arquis o f N orm anby to  the 

H on. G rania  M. R. G uinness, who were m arried this day a t St. 
Oswald’s, Lythe, Parish C hurch.

F A K E N H A M , N O R FO L K .
T H E  N O R W IC H  D IO C ESA N  A SSO CIA TIO N .

O n Sun., Feb. 11, 1951, in  3 Hours.
A t  th e  C hurch  o f  SS . P eter  and P aul ,

A  PEA L  O F  5056 PL A IN  BOB M A JO R 
Tenor 19$ cwt. in E.

• R eg in a ld  L in o  . .  . .T re b le  
• M r s . V . R . O v e n s  . .  . .  2 
t J ack S. W ill ia m so n  . .  3 
J e s s ie  R . C oo k e  . .  . .  4 

Com posed by J .  R Pritch a rd .

G o r d o n  L . D y e  . .  5
G eorge A . C o o k e  . .  . .  6
T ony  O w en  ......................  7
V in c e n t  R. O v e n s  . .  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by V in cen t  R. O v e n s .
* First peal of M ajor, t  First peal o f M ajor ‘ inside.’ F irst peal 

o f M ajor as conductor. R ung as a  welcome to  the Rev. J. F . B. 
Keith.

M A U L D E N . B E D FO R D SH IR E .
T H E  B E D FO R D SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N .

O n M on., Feb. 13, 1951, in 1 Hours and  48 M inutes,
A t th e  C hurch  o f  St . M ary,

A PEA L O F  5088 Y O R K SH IR E  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
T enor 10 cwt. 3 q r. in F  sharp.

C . E d w a r d  J e f f r ie s  ..T re b le  | C . H enry  H arding  . .  5
C l if f o r d  W . I zzard  . .  2 | A n d r ew  C . S in f ie l d  . .  6  

• P atrick I . C hapm an  . . .  3 B ryan F . S im s  . .  7
R onald  J . S harp . .  . .  4  A . P atrick^ C annon . .T e n o r  

Com oosed by N . J .  P it s t o w . Coodlicted by A P atrick C annon .
• F irst peal in the m ethod. F irst peal in the m ethod on the bells. 

A birthday com plim ent to  the ringer o f  the 5th.
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SH IR LE Y , B IR M IN G H A M .
ST. M A R T IN ’S G U IL D  F O R  T H E  D IO CESE O F  B IR M IN G H A M . 

On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in 2 H ours and 11 M inutes,
A i  t h e  C hurch  o f  St . J a m es-t h e -G reat,

A  PEA L O F  5056 C A M B R ID G E  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R  
Tenor 6 i  cwt. in A.

H enry  H . F earn . .  . .T re b le  
M u r ie l  R eay . .  . .  2 
G eorge E ,  F earn . .  . .  3 
G . W ill ia m  C r itch ley  . .  4

W m . E . T h o m p se t t  . .  5 
, E dw ard  T . L loyd  . .  . .  6 

*S. G eorge C h a pl in  . .  7 
J ohn  P i n f o l d ......................Tenor

Com posed by C . M id d l e t o n . Conducted by G . W il l ia m  C r it c h l ey . 
* First peal o f Surprise

W H ISTO N , Y O R K SH IR E.
TH E Y O R K SH IR E  SOCIETY.
(Sheffield and D istrict Society.)

On Tues., Feb. 13, 1951, in 2 H ours and  51 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary M agdalene,

A  PEA L O F  5024 Y O R K SH IR E  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R 
Tenor 14 cwt. 1 qr. 22 lb. in  F.

M r s . J .  E . T u rley  . .  ..T reb le
G ordon  C . Brig g s  . .  . .  2
Er n e st  T ho r pe  . .  . .  3
H erbert  O. C h addock  . .  4

W il fr e d  L . R o binson  . .  5
F rank R eed  ...................... 6
N orman C haddock  . .  . .  7 
J ohn  E . T u rley  . .  . .  Tenor

C om posed by N olan G o l d en . C onducted by N orman  C h ad d o ck .

B U R TO N -O N -TREN T, STA FFO R D SH IR E .
T H E  SOCIETY FO R  T H E  A RC H D E A C O N R Y  O F STA FFO R D .

On W ed., Feb. 14, 1951, in 3 Hours and  7 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . P a u l ,

A PEA L  O F  5040 G R A N D S IR E  TR IPLES 
P arker’s 12-part (7th observation). Tenor 28 cwt. 2 qr. 9 lb. in D  flat.
Peter  F oster  ......................Treble  I B arnabas G . K ey  . .  . .  5
M r s . S. H . J o n es  . . . .  2 I S id n ey  H.  J ones . .  . .  6  

R onald  H.  D o v e  . . . .  3 I G eorge L . R oden  . .  7
W il l ia m  J .  L each  . .  . .  4 J  E d w a r d  J .  W h it e  . .  . .  Tenor 

C onducted by Barnabas G . K e y .
R ung with the bells half-m uffled as a  token o f respect to  William 

Steuart Dove (father o f the ringer o f the third), for over sixty years 
organist, who was buried the previous day.

E R IT H , K E N T.
T H E  K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO CIA TIO N .

O n Fri., Feb. 16, 1951, in 1 Hours and  59 M inutes,
A t  the  C hurch  o f  St . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,

A  PEA L  O F  5152 Y O R K SH IR E  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R  
T enor 15 cwt. in G .

H erbert E . A u d s l e y  ..T reb le  A rthur  S. R ichards . .  5
J a m es Ben n ett  . . . .  2 i R alph  B ir d  ...................... 6
F r e d k . J .  C u l l u m  . . . .  3 | T hom as  C u l l in g w o r th  . .  7
F rank I. H airs . . . .  4 H arry P arks ......................Tenor
C om posed by W alter P. W h it e h e a d . Conducted by H . E . A u d s l e y .

R ung as a b irthday com plim ent to  M r. J . Bennett and  Miss M ary 
Parkes.

B E A M IN ST ER , D O R SET.
T H E  SA LISBU R Y  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in  3 H ours and  4 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary,

A  PEA L  O F  5040 STED M A N  TR IPLES
T enor 26} cwt.

H enry  G . K eeley  
J . L eonard  G l y d e  . .  
T hom as J. Setter  . .  
C u th bert  W . P o w e ll

H en ry  T . W il s o n  . .  ..T reb le
♦D e sm o n d  G . M ayell . .  2

H arry T urner . .  . .  3
C o l in  E. W r ig h t  . .  . .  4

D e n is  A. S. Sy m o n d s  
• S id n e y  P e n fo ld  

A lbert Pryk e  . .
J ohn  S itc h

5
6 
7

Tenor

H eywood’s T ransposition.
• N o rm a n  M a l l e t t  . .T reb le  

G . S te d m a n  M o r r i s  . .  2 
t  R o g e r  K e e le y  . .  . .  3 

J o s e p h  T . B a r r e t t  . .  4
C onducted by G . Stedm an  M o r r is .

* F irst peal o f  Stedm an. t  25th peal (age 15).

BR EN TW O O D , ESSEX.
T H E  ESSEX A SSO CIA TIO N .

On Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in 3 H ours and  4 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  St . T h o m a s-t h e -M artyr,

A  PEA L  O F 5120 D O U B LE N O R W IC H  C O U R T  BOB M A JO R  
T enor 19J cwt.

5
6 
7

. Tenor
C onducted by H arry T u r n er .C om posed by C . W . R o b e r t s .

* F irst peal o f D ouble N orw ich. R ung as a welcome to , and in 
honour of, the Right Rev. Sherard Falkner A llison, D .D ., on the occa
sion o f  his enthronem ent as L ord  Bishop o f  Chelm sford.

C H IP P IN G  N O R TO N , O X FO R D SH IR E.
TH E O X FO R D  DIOCESAN G U IL D .

On Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in  3 H ours and 1 M inutes, 
A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . M a ry ,

A  PEA L  O F 5040 L IT TL E  BOB M A JO R  
T enor 14 cwt.

C y r il  H . K in c h  . .  . .Treble  
A lbert D ise r e n s  . .  . .  2 
H erbert  H . A l ex a n d e r . .  3 
D ouglas  O. W il k s  . .  . .  4 
Com posed by G abriel  L in d o f f .

J ohn  S. W alton . .  . .  5 
E d m u n d  E . P earson  . .  6 
E dgar J . Sm it h  . .  . .  7
A la n  R . P i n k ......................Tenor

Conducted b y  A l a n  R . P in k

First peal in the m ethod by all the band and on the bells.

PO R TSM O U TH , H A M PSH IR E.
T H E  W IN C H E STE R  A N D  PO R TSM O U TH  D IO CESA N  G U ILD .

O n Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in  3 H ours and  9 M inutes,
A t  t h e  C hu r ch  o f  St . M ary , P ortsea ,

A  PEA L  O F  5120 SPLIC ED  SU R PR ISE  M A JO R
Containing 2,880 L ondon, 800 Bristol, and 480 each o f Cambridge 

Superlative and Y orkshire, with 119 changes o f  m ethod. 
Tenor 17 cwt. 7 lb. in F .

J o s ia h  D . H arris . .  ..T reb le  T o w e r  R . T aylor
M r s . E. F . Salm ons  . .  2 

• N elia  M . L e ahy  . .  . .  3 
• R e v . K . W . H . F elstea d  4  
Com posed by J a m es  T o p p .

' F irs t peal o f Spliced Surprise.

T o m  P a g e .......................
F r e d e r ic k  W. R o g e r s  
C h a r l e s  H. K ip p i n  . .

Conducted b y  F r e d k . W . R o g e r s . 
First peal o f Spliced S u rp r is e  Major

5
6
7 . 

Tenor

in five methods by all the band  and  fo r the  Guild.

SIX BELL PEALS
STA M FO R D , L IN C O LN SH IR E .

T H E  PET ER B O R O U G H  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .
On Sat., Dec. 30, 1951, in 2 Hours and 50 Minute.':,

A t the  C hurch  o f  A ll S a in ts ,
A  P E A L  O F  5040 D O U B L E  O X F O R D  BOB M IN O R  

Being seven different 720’s. . T enor 14 cwt. 2 qr.
C e c i l  M a t t h e w s  . .  ..Treble  R o n a ld  R u s s e l l  . .  4
J ohn  H . Bl u f f ....................  2 R obert  H . K n ig h t  . . . .  5
P e rc y  D. B a ld o c k  . .  . .  3 Jam es  B i.U ff ......................Tenor

Conducted by J ohn H. B lu f f .
Rung lo com m em orate the 35th wedding anniversary o f Mr. and 

M rs. P. D. Baldock.

B U R G H , SU FFO LK .
T H E  SU FFO LK  G U IL D .

On Sun., Jan. 28, 1951, in 2 Hours and 43 Minutes.
A t  t h e  C hurch  o f  SS. Bo to lph  and A n d r e w .

A  P E A L  O F  5040 M IN O R  
Being one 720 of St. C lem ent’s and two 720’s each o f  O xford Treble 
Bob, K ent Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 7} cwt.

W il l i a m  J .  B u t t o n  ..Treble  | M a x  P a g e ...............................  4
• R onald  W . St ew a r d  . .  2 G eorge W . P ip e  . .  5

P e t e r  B a r n e s ....................  3 ' G a rn h a m  A . B l a x c e l l  . .  Tenor
C onducted by G eorge  W. P i p e .

* 75th peal o f  M inor. W illiam J. Button has ‘ circled ’ the tower.

STO TFO LD , B E D FO R D SH IR E .
T H E  H E R T FO R D  CO U N TY  A SSO CIA TIO N .

On Sat., Feb. 3, 1951, in 2 Hours and 31 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  St . M ary-t h e -V ir g in ,

A  P E A L  O F  5040 M IN O R  
Being one extent each of Cam bridge Surprise, K ent and  O xford Treble 

Bob, D ouble C ourt, D ouble O xford, O xford Bob and Plain Bob. 
T enor 11 cwt.

R e g in a ld  T. N e w m an  . .  Treble < W a l t e r  P o o le y  4
S id n ey  F . C arter . . . .  2 \ J o hn  W elch  ....................  5
J o h n  C h u r c h ......................  3 W a l t e r  A y r e ......................Tenor

C onducted by  S id n e y  F . C arter.
F irst peal in seven m ethods on the bells. R ung fo r the feast o f the 

Purification.

T IL N EY , N O R FO L K .
T H E  ELY  D IO CESA N  ASSOCIATION.

On M on., Feb. 5, 1951, in 2 Hours and 56 Minutes,
A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  A ll  Sa in ts ,

A  P E A L  O F  5040 P L A IN  BOB M IN O R  
Being seven different extents. T enor 16+ cwt.
E d w a r d  B a r k e r  . .  ..Treble  I J o h n  E . F o x .................... 4
Stanley  E l s e y .................... 2 ‘ G eorge R i c h ....................  5
E r n e s t  M a s t in  . .  . .  3 W ill ia m  R o s e  . .  Tenortt

C onducted by E rn est  M a stin .
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W ARSO P, N O T T IN G H A M SH IR E .
TH E SO U TH W ELL D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Fri., Feb. 9, 1951, in  3 H ours,
A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  SS. P eter  and  P a u l ,

A PEA L O F 5040 M IN O R 
Being two 720’s each of D ouble O xford Bob, College and  St. C lem ent’s 
and one o f  Plain Bob. T enor 15 cwt.

D ouglas H . R o oke  . .  . .  4 
H erbert  T. R o oke  . .  . .  5 
A rn o ld  H il l  ......................Tenor

plain

Jean H aynes ......................Treble
•Joan Sm it h  ......................  2
G eorge C hallans . .  . .  3

Conducted by H erbert  T. R o o k e .
* First peal ‘ inside ’ in four m ethods. F irs t peal in  four 

methods by all the band, on the bells and fo r the G uild.
BOLL1NGTON, C H E SH IR E.

T H E  C H ESTER  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .
On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in  3 H ours,

A t  t h e  C hurch  of St . J o h n -t h e -B a p t is t ,
A PEA L O F 5040 M IN O R  

Consisting o f  two 720’s each of Plain Bob and O xford and K ent Treble 
Bob, and cne  720 of Cam bridge Surprise. Tenor 17 cwt.

N e il  D . L o m a s . 
R onald  B arlow  
D e n is  M ottershead

4
5

Tenor

J ban C . Brow n  . .  . .  Treble 
J une M . H f.n sh a w  . .  . .  2 
M. J ilian  Brierley  . .  3

Conducted by D e n is  M o ttersh ea d .
First peal as conductor. Average age o f the band 18 years. 

D A V EN H A M , C H E SH IR E.
T H E  C H ESTER D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951. in 2 Hours and  50 M inutes.
A r t h e  C hurch  o f  St . W il f r id ,

A  PEA L  O F  5040 SU R PR ISE  M IN O R  
Being 720 each o f D urham  and Y ork, two 720’s o f  L ondon  and three
720's o f Cam bridge Surprise. 
Alfr ed  W ilk in so n  . .  ..T reb le  
Elizabeth  M orton  . .  . .  2 
D avid  S m it h  ....................  3

• H enry  P .  C o l lin  
W il l ia m  R . P arker 
J am es H . M u s s o n  . 

H . M u s s o n .

T enor 15 cwt. 
H arry W . H ow ard  . .  . .  4 
D orothy  C. O sborn  . .  5
A. G ordon  L aw rence . .  Tenor 

C onducted by A. G ordon  L aw rence .
First peal in four Surprise m ethods by all. A  birthday com plim ent 

to the ringer o f the 5th.
G R E A T  EA STO N , ESSEX.

T H E  ESSEX A SSO CIA TIO N .
O n Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in  2 H ours and  58 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C h u r ch  o f  SS. J ohn  and  G il e s ,
A  PEA L O F 5040 M IN O R  

Being one 720 each of W oodbine, O xford Treble Bob, K ent Treble 
Bob, D ouble O xford, D ouble C ourt, and two 720’s o f Cam bridge 
Surprise. T enor 11 cwt. 2 qr. 10 lb . in G .
G. Saunders ......................Treble j G . Sc h l u e t e r ....................... 4
G. L i t t l e ............................. 2 i W . Sm i t h .............................  5
F. H arrington  . . . .  3 J .  J en n in g s  ......................Tenor

C onducted by J . J e n n in g s .
H IG H C L ER E, HANTS.

THE W IN CH ESTER A N D  PORTSM OUTH D IOCESAN G U IL D . 
On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in  2 H ours and  54 M inutes,

A t t h e  C hurch  o f  St . M ich a el ,
A PEA L O F 5040 G R A N D SIR E  DOUBLES 

Tenor 11} cwt.
•M r s . A nn  Stratling  ..T reb le  ’ M aurice J .  D o dd  . .  4
•P h il l ip  E. D o d d  . . . .  2 j G eo ffrey  K . D o d d  . .  5 
•M ichael  J .  G o ss . . . .  3 ’ J ohn  F . S m it h  . .  . .  Tenor 

Conducted by G eo ffr ey  K . D o d d .
* F irst peal. F irst peal as conductor. R ung as a farewell to  the 

conductor before going abroad  on national service.
SILK  W ILLO U G H B Y , L IN C O LN SH IR E,

T H E LIN C O LN  DIO CESA N  G U IL D .
On Sat., Feb. 10, 1951, in 2 Hours and  30 M inutes,

A t  th e  C h u rch  o f  St . D e n is ,
A  PEA L  O F 5040 M IN O R  

Being one extent of. D ouble C ourt and two each o f Single C ourt, 
Single O xford and Plain Bob. T enor 8  cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb. in A.

4
5

Tenor

• F r a n k  R. M i t c h e l l  ..T reb le  
G e o f f r e y  R. P a r k e r  . .  2 

•D e n is  A. F r i t h  . .  . .  3
Conducted by J am es

* F irst peal in  four methods.
LY M PSTO N E, D EVON.

T H E  G U IL D  OF D EV O N SH IRE R IN G E R S.
On Tues., Feb. 13, 1951, in 1 H ours and  40 M inutes,

A t  t h e  C h urch  o f  th e  N a t iv ity  o f  th e  B l e s s e d  V ir g in ,
A PEAL O F  5040 PLA IN  BOB M IN O R 

Tenor 1 2  cwt.
D onald  P itm a n  . .  ..T reb le  I Brian P i d g e o n ...................... 4

•R obert  P e r r y ....................  2 j J /  m es  S m it h  .................... 5
Sid n ey  Sk in n er  . .  . .  - 3 r J ohn  Q u ic k  ....................Tenor

Conducted i>y S idney  Sk in n er .
•F ir s t  peal. A 21st birthday complim ent to  Cyril Deem.

G I L L E T T
&

J O H N S T O N
LIMITED

CROYDON

We specialise in the preservation 
and restoration of old bells and 
rings of antiquarian interest and 
in the splicing of new additions

MUSICAL HANDBELLS SUPPLIED 

AND EXISTING SETS OVERHAULED

T OWE R CLOCK 
MAKERS

Telephone : Thornton Heath 3221 (5 lines)
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W A LPO LE, N O R FO L K .
T H E  ELY  D IO CESA N  A SSO C IA TIO N .

On W ed., Feb. 14, 1951, in 2 H ours and  44 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . Peter,

A PEAL OF 5040 MINOR  
Being tw o extents o f  O xford, two of K ent, one o f  St. C lem ent’s and
tw o of Plain Bob.

E rnest M astin . .  . .T reb le  ! R oland R eed 
Stanley E lsey . . . .  2 | John E. F o x  

•W alter J. H ammond . .  3 i W illiam  R ose 
C onducted by E rnest M a stin .

* F irst peal in four m ethods.

F R A M PTO N , L IN C O LN SH IR E .
T H E  L IN C O LN  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

(Eastern Branch.)
O n Thurs., Feb. 15, 1951, in 3 H ours and  3 M inutes,

A t the C hurch o f  St . M ary,
A  PEAL OF 5040 MINOR  

Being tw o extents each of D ouble O xford and  St. C lem ent’s (two 
callings to each m ethod) and three extents of P lain Bob (three callings). 

T enor 13 cwt.
A rthur Y ounq 

•L eslie  T aylor 
i -J o seph  W. Bailey

Bob.three o f Plain
J ack Bray ....................Treble

•G . Edward Brumpton . .  2 
Ronald C hafer . .  . .  3

I

Tenor 121 cwt.
4
5

Tenor

. .  Treble J ohn P. M orriss . .  . .  4
2 ‘ T homas C um m in s . .  5
3 E dw in  F is h e r  .. Tenor 

Conducted by E d w in  F ish e r .
* F irs t peal in three m ethods ‘ inside.’ f  F irst peal in  three m ethods. 

F irst peal in three methods as conductor. Rung to celebrate the 13th 
wedding anniversary o f M r. and M rs. J .  P . M orriss.

W IN TE R T O N , L IN C O LN SH IR E .
TH E L IN C O LN  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D .

On Thurs., Feb. 15, 1951, in 2 H ours and  41 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of All  Saints,
A PEAL O F 5040 M INOR  

Being two extents each of K ent T reble Bob and St. C lem ent's and
T enor 9} cwt. 

J ack L. F reeman . .  . .  4

cwt.
4
5

Tenor

H arry H all ....................  5
G eorge E . F eirn . .  . .  Tenor 

C onducted by J ack Bray.
•  F irst peal in three m ethods ‘ inside.’ R ung as a  welcome to  the 

R ev. C anon H . D. and M rs. H enderson, w ho have returned to  the 
parish after 2 1  years in o ther parts o f the diocese.

B ER R IEW , M O N TG O M ER Y SH IR E.
T H E  H E R E FO R D  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D .

O n Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in 2 H ours and  40 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . Beuno,

A  PEA L O F  5040 G R A N D S IR E  DOUBLES 
Being 42 six-scores, ten callings. T enor 10
•E rnest F . W illcox . . . .T re b le  | E dward W . C o lley . .  . .  

A lfred E . G . O wen . .  2 R ichard F . D avies . .
J ohn B. Sansom . . . .  3 1 L eonard C olley 

Conducted by J ohn B. Sansom.
•  F irs t peal away from  tenor. F irs t peal as conductor. A  b irthday 

com plim ent to  ringer o f  the treble. Believed to  be the first peal on 
the  bells.

C H IP P IN G  SO D BU RY , G L O U C E S T E R S H IR E  
T H E  G LO U C ESTER  A N D  BRISTO L D IO CESA N  A SSO CIA TIO N .

O n Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in 2 H ours and  54 M inutes,
A t the C hurch of St . J ohn-the-Ba ptist,

A PEAL O F  5040 G R A N D SIR E  DOUBLES 
Being ten 120’s and eight 240’s each o f  M orris’s and P itm an’s arrange
m ent. T enor 16 cwt. in F . 
•A rthur H illier . .  . .T re b le  I C harles W atts . .  . .  4
M ary D rew  ....................  2 | L eslie  Ba r r y ....................  5
C harles R ouse . . . .  3 l ‘ E dward T ow nsend  . .  Tenor  

Conducted by L eslie  Barry.
•  F irs t peal. F irs t peal on the bells.

D O W N H A M . ESSEX.
T H E  ESSEX A SSO CIA TIO N .

On Sat., Feb. 17, 1951, in  2 H ours and  42 M inutes,
A t  the C hurch of St . M argaret,

A PEA L O F 5040 M IN O R  
Being one extent each o f D ouble Bob, D ouble O xford, Cam bridge 
Surprise, K ent T reble Bob and O xford T reble Bob, and  two extents of 
P lain Bob. T enor cwt.
Brian J . H oward ..T reb le  V ictor W . G rimwadb . .  4
P h il ip  S a d le r  . T . .  . .  2 F ra n k  B. L u fk in  . .  . .  5
W illiam  Pe r r y ....................  3 Roderick W . C roucher . .  Tenor

Conducted by F rank B. L u fk in .
R ung as a  welcome to  the n ev  Bishop of Chelm sford, enthroned in 

Chelm sford Cathedral this day, and a birthday com plim ent to  the 
treble ringer.

HANDBELL PEALS
B O U R N EM O U TH .

T H E  W IN C H E STE R  A N D  PO RTSM O U TH  D IO C ESA N  G U ILD . 
O n Tues., Feb. 6 , 1951, in  2 H ours and  2 M inutes,

A t 26, W ellington R oad,
A  PEA L  O F 5024 PLA IN  BOB M A JO R 

Tenor size 17 in A.
R oy C. H urst .................... 1-2 I D aniel T . M atkin . .  . .  5-6
M rs . F . J. M arshallsay. . 3-4 | W illiam  R o g e r s ....................7-8
Com posed by C . W. R oberts. Conducted by D aniel T . M atkin. 

W itness: A rthur G . J anes.
A rranged fo r W illiam  Rogers, o f Rotherfield, Sussex.

LEIC ESTER .
T H E  LEIC E ST ER  D IO CESA N  G U IL D .

O n Tues., Feb. 6 , 1951, in  2 Hours and  36 M inutes,
A t  T he W'ayside, 150, N arborough R oad South ,

A  PEA L  O F  5000 K E N T  TREB LE BOB RO Y A L 
T enor size 21 in D  sharp.

•H arold J . P oole . .  . .  1-2 1 ‘ Alfred Ballard . .  . .  5-6
P eter J . Staniforth . .  . .  3-4 | Ernest M o r r i s ....................7-8

T erence A . T hornber . .  9-10 
Com posed by G . R . N ew ton . Conducted by H arold J . P oole.

•  225th peal together.
B O U RN EM O U TH .

T H E  W IN C H E STE R  A N D  PO R TSM O U TH  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D . 
On Fri., Feb. 9, 1951, in  1 H our and  42 M inutes,

At  26, W ellington R oad,
A  PEA L  O F  5040 P L A IN  BOB M IN O R  

Being seven different extents. Tetior size 14 in D.
• J oyce G i b b o n s .................... 1-2 | M r s. F. J. M arshallsay . .  3-4

D aniel T . M atkin . .  . .  5-6 
Conducted by D aniel T . M atkin. W itness: A rthur G . Janes.

* F irst peal o f Bob M inor.
BO U RN EM O U TH .

T H E W IN C H ESTER  A N D  PO RTSM O U TH  D IO CESA N  G U ILD  
On Sun., Feb. 11, 1951, in 2 Hours and  5 M inutes,

At  26, W ellington R oad,
A PEA L O F 5000 SPLICED  M A JO R 

In  ten m ethods, com prising: 1,552 Plain, 760 L ittle Bob, 400 each of 
Double, Reverse and Fulbeck, 384 Crayford College, 368 St. C lem ent’s, 
276 each o f G ainsborough and W ellington Little Bob, and 184 Crayford 
Little Bob, with 335 changes of m ethod. Tenor size 17 in A.
W illiam G . Young . .  . .  1-2 1 D aniel T. M atkin . .  . .  5-6
Mr s . F . J . M arshallsay . .  3-4 | R oy C. H urst ....................7-8
Com posed by N olan G olden. . .  Conducted by D aniel T . M atkin. 

W itness: Arthur G . J anes.
LEICESTER.

T H E LEICESTER DIO CESA N  G U IL D .
On Tues., Feb. 13, 1951, in  2 H ours and  35 M inutes,

At T he W ayside. 150, N arborough Road South ,
A PEA L OF 5040 CA M BR ID G E SU R PR ISE  ROY AL 

Tenor size 15 in C.
J ill P oole ............................. 1-2 1 Peter J. Staniforth . .  . .  5-6
H arold J . P oole . .  . .  3-4 ! A lfred Ba l l a r d ....................7-8

Terence A. T hornber . .  9-10 
Composed by W illiam  Py e , Conducted by H arold J . P oole.

LO N D O N D E R R Y , N O R TH E R N  IR E LA N D .
T H E IRISH  ASSO CIA TIO N .

On Tues., Feb. 13, 1951, in 1 H our and  30 M inutes,
In the C athedral Schools, London Street,

A  PEA L O F  5040 G R A N D SIR E  DOUBLES 
Being 42 six-scores. Tenor size 18 in G.
J ohn J . F ielding  . .  . .  1-2 | F red E. D u k e s ....................3-4

John C a m p b e l l .................... 5-6
C onducted by J ohn J . F ielding .

Rung in  honour o f the b irthday o f the ringer of 5-6.
SO U TH W A RK , L O N D O N , S.E.

T H E  C A M B R ID G E  U N IV ER SITY  G U IL D .
On W ed., Feb. 14, 1951, in 2 Hours and  25 M inutes,

In the V estry of the C hurch of St . G eorge-the-M artyr,
A  PEA L O F 508* K E N T  TREBLE BOB M A JO R 

T enor size 14 in D.
A. B. Stockdale (G ir to n ) ..
B. D . T hrelfall (T rin ity ).. 
Com posed by J . R eev es .

1-2 I G . D odds (Em m anuel) . .  5-6 
3-4 | R . F . B. Speed (Caius) . .  7-8 

Conducted by R . F . B. Speed. 
O X FO R D .

T H E  O X FO R D  U N IV ER SITY  SOCIETY.
On Thurs., Feb. 15, 1951, in  1 H our and  49 M inutes,

At  J esus C ollege,
A PEAL OF 5040 PLAIN BOB MINOR

Being seven extents. T enor size 11 in G.
M . E lizabeth R oe 1-2 | *Robin G . T urner . .  • . .  3-4

•M ichael Slaney . .  . .  5-6 
'  Conducted by M ichael Slaney.

•  First peal.
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ALVERSTOKE, H A N TS. — O n Feb. 16th. 1,260 
Grandsire Triples: E. Coulson (first quarter) 1, Miss
B. M. Ball 2. E. A. Jurd 3. H. Reynolds 4. H. A. N obes
5, F . W . Burnett 6. J. H. H unt (cond.) 7, F . Edwards 8.

BANSTEAD, SU R R E Y .—O n Feb. U th . 1.248 Bristol 
Surprise Major: H. Smerdon 1. M. F. Layton (first 
In method) 2, G. P. Smerdon 3, Jill Brittain 4, N . 
Hobden 5, H . N . Pitstow 6. A. E. Cheesm an 7,
A. J. Adams (first in method as cond.) 8. Rung for 
the birth of a second daughter to  the conductor.

BENTLEY, Y O RK S.—O n Feb. 17th, 1.260 Doubles 
(360 St. Blaise, 300 G randsire, 360 April Day and 
240 Plain Bob): H. A. Sanderson 1, Mrs. E. W ylie 2, 
D. W heat 3, Miss D. Smythe 4, R . J . Sanderson 
(cond.) 5.

BRID LIN GTON . Y ORKS. — O n Feb. 11th, 1,260 
Doubles (600 Plain Bob. 660 Grandsire): J. Foot (first 
quarter) 1, C. Robson 2, H. P arker (cond.) 3, J. 
Porter 4, J. A. Parker 5, J . Bower 6. First quarter 
in two methods by all. Rung to com m em orate 
Fisherman’s Sunday.

CLERKENW ELL, LO N D O N . —  At St. Jam es, on 
Feb. 11th, 1,260 Stedm an Triples: J. H awkins 1, E . 
Thurlow 2, W . Prockson 3, F . Barker 4. W . N . 
Genna 5, A. W . Coles 6, J. Euston 7, Dr. W . R . 
Winterton 8.

DONCASTER, Y O RK S.—O n Feb. 5th, 1,260 Erin 
Triples: E. C. Stacey 1, Mrs. N . W all 2. W . Jackson
3, G. Jackson 4, H . W agstaffe 5, J. McCluskey 6, 
W. E. Critchley (cond.) 7, P. J . Dawe 8. Rung 
for the induction o f  the new Vicar, Canon H. G . G . 
Herklots.

FULHAM , LO N D O N .—On Feb. 11th, 1.260 G rand- 
lire Triples: Miss D. Bryant 1. R . Mackrill 2, R . 
Sanders 3, R. Charge 4. J. C hilcott 5, H. Page 6,
I, Phillips (cond.) 7. M. Chilcott 8.

GODSHILL, I .O .W .—O n Feb. U th , 1,260 G rand- 
lire Doubles: F. Rowson 1, S. Hollis 2, E. Thorne 3,
C. Callaway 4, L. Bailey (cond.) 5, C . M orris 6. 
Rung for the 79th birthday o f John Rowson, father 
of the treble ringer.

HERTTNGFORDBURY, H ERTS. — On Feb. 2nd, 
1,320 Doubles (being 840 o f G randsire Doubles and 
480 of Bob Doubles): W . P eat 1, J. Cham berlain 2, 
Mrs. J. Cham berlain 3, C. Stonebridge 4, S. F . 
Carter (cond.) 5. Rung with the bells half-muffled 
is  a mark of respect to  Mr. F. Barton, one o f the 
local ringers, interred that day.

HU G H EN D EN , BUCKS. — O n Feb. 11th, 1,260 
Grandsire Triples: F . Cox 1, A. E. Cox 2, I. S. Biggs
3. J. D. K ape 4, N . Cornwall 5, F . D. Boreham  
(cond.) 6, R . Blaby 7, V. Evans 8.

THE RINGING WORLD

QUARTER PEALS
H U N T IN G D O N .—On Feb. lltta . 1.280 K ent Treble 

Bob M ajor: J. R. G. Spicer (first of Treble Bob 
M ajor) 1, R. F. Baker 2. H. S. Peacock 3, Miss C . 
Dunnington 4. R . H. Brooker 5, A. Clements 6,
G . H. D unnington 7, S. G ilbert (first Treble Bob 
M ajor as cond.) 8.

ISLEW O RTH , M IDD LESEX.—O n Feb. 11th, 1.280 
Y orkshire Surprise M ajor: Mrs. K. P arr 1, Sheila E. 
H arris 2, R. Joyce Pctt 3, Mrs. O. L. Rogers 4, 
F. D. Bishop 5, S. C roft 6, D. J . Charnley 7, H . W . 
Rogers (cond.) 8.

LAM BETH. LO N D O N .—O n Feb. 11th. 1.260 Sted
m an Triples: D. Martin 1, Jean C urtis 2, Joan 
Yearsley 3, S. Evans 4. B. Threlfall 5, J. R. W orrall 
6, P. R. Blackman (cond.) 7, P. G . Foote 8. First 
quarter in method 2. 3 and as conductor.—On Feb. 
4th. 1,312 D ouble Norwich Court Bob M ajor: T. H. 
Taffender 1. W . A. Theobald 2, C. W . Ottley 3, C . M. 
Meyer 4. R. Begrie 5, C. H . W ood 6, J . Bullock 7,
H . G. Andrews (cond.) 8.

LLAN BRA DA CH . G LAM . —  On Feb. 10th, 1.260 
G randsire Triples: Miss M. James 1. H. Cassell 2. H. 
Selwood 3. J. Coppage 4, F. Bailey (cond.) 5, G . 
M orse 6. W . Dare 7, A. W orm ald (first quarter) 8. 
Rung half-muffled in memoriam Mr. W . Amos, 
chorister and church worker, interred earlier in the day.

M ITCHAM , SU RREY .—O n Feb. 10th, 1,296 Cam 
bridge Surprise Minor: R. Charge 1, H . Allen (first 
quarter in the method) 2. Miss J. Freer 3, J. C hapm an
4, S. Howard (first quarter in m ethod on an  ‘ inside ’ 
bell as cond.) 5. R. Sanders 6. Rung in memory 
of Mr. C . H. Reading, who died on Feb. 13th, 1941, 
also as a birthday com plim ent to  Mr. J . H yde, who 
was 86 on Feb. 6th. 1951.

PA U LT O N , SOM ERSET. — O n Feb. 15th, 1,260 
Single Court: G. Chi vers (first quarter o f Minor) 1, 
Mrs. T. W . Kimber 2. G . C lare 3, T. W . Kimber 4,
F . Savage (cond.) 5, V. Savage 6. Rung in memoriam 
o f Thom as M. Griffen, o f Radstock, who passed 
away Feb. 12th.

P R ITTLEW ELL, ESSEX. —  O n F eb. 7th, 1,259 
G randsire Caters: Mrs. C. W oodgate 1, B. Howard 2,
D. Coombes 3, B. Sadler 4, W . Perry 5, A. B. 
Wiffin 6, P. Sadler 7, P. King 8, F . B. Lufkin 
(cond.) 9, C. R. Cham bers 10. Rung before Ash 
W ednesday evening service.

SH IRLEY . W A R W IC K S. —  On Feb. 12th, 1,260 
G randsire Doubles: Miss M. Lewis 1, V. A. Hemming 
(cond.) 2, W . J. G ethin 3, T. G wilt 4, E . T . Lloyd 5,
B. Tisor 6. First quarter 1 and  6.

135
R U M N EY , M ON.—O n F eb . 2nd. 1,260 G randsire 

D oubles: M. M. Reid 1, R . C . Lucas 2, F. G. Smith 
(first quarter) 3, L. H ulbert 4. W . R. Speake (cond.)
5, S. Shackell 6. Rung with the bells half-muffled as 
a token o f respect to  M r. B. Baldwin, captain  of 
this tower for 25 years, who was interred in the church
yard on this day.

SH E FFIEL D , Y ORKS.—A t All Saints’ Church on 
Feb. 11 th, 1,260 Plain Bob M inor: A. Proctor 1, W . 
H olland 2, C. A. Brown 3, J. S. W oodhouse 4, P . E. 
Sampson 5, D. H olland (cond.) 6. Rung as a fare
well to P. E. Sampson on joining the R .A .F .—Also 
on Feb. 18th, 1,260 Plain Bob Minor: A. P roctor 1, 
W . H olland 2, C. A. Brown 3. L. E. Smith 4, J . S. 
W oodhouse 5, D. H olland (cond.) 6. Rung with the 
bells half-muffled as a m ark of respect to the late 
W . W . Parker, sometime w arden and for many years 
an active m em ber o f this church, who died Feb. 7th.

SOUTH N EW T O N , W IL TS.—On Feb. 11th, 1.260 
G randsire Doubles: R . Lowe 1, E. Smith 2, J. Sutton
3, J. Lewis 4, A. Haines (cond.) 5, G. Smith 6. 
Rung as a com plim ent to  the Rector (the Rev. G . C. 
Smith) to  celebrate his 50th anniversary of priesthood.

ST. ALBANS, H ERTS.—At the Cathedral on Feb. 
13th, 1.323 Stedm an Cinques: H. E. C. Goodcnough 
(cond.) 1, C. F . Sayer 2. B. A. Cornell 3, Mis* B. 
Copson 4, Miss O. M artin 5. R . G. Darvill 6. A. W . 
Coles 7, B. C . Johnson 8, R. F. Ewer 9. A. H. 
H atten 10, W . J . A rnold 11. H. A. H ofton 12. First 
quarter peal on 12 bells by 4. 6 and 12.

ST. IVES. H U N TS.—On Feb. 11th, 1,320 Plain Bob: 
J . P. Stocker 1, H . W . P ratt 2, W . N oble 3. F . 
W arrington (cond.) 4, F. R . Nicholls 5. L. W . Fisher
6. S. Clements covering tenor. A birthday com plim ent 
to  Miss C. Dunnington.—Also on Feb. 18th, 1,248 
Kent Treble Bob M ajor: G . L. Perkins 1. G. H. 
D unnington 2, F . W arrington (cond.) 3, H. S. Peacock
4, F. R. N icholls 5, A. Clements 6, W . Ransom  7, 
R . H. Brooker 8.

STRO U D , GLOS.—O n Feb. 11th, 1,260 Grandsire 
Triples: P. R iddiford 1, B. Latham  2, T. Pritchard 3, 
Doris Shepperd 4, F . Ponting 5, T. W itts  (cond.) 6, 
W . D ean 7, M. Simpson 8.

W H ITB Y , Y ORK S.—On Feb. 15th, 1,260 G rand
sire Triples: D. Elwick (12) (first quarter) 1, S. R. 
Elwick 2, A. H unter 3, W . A. Breckon 4, J. W aller
5, G. W hite 6, H. Short (cond.) 7, A. V. Coates 8. 

W A TFO R D , H ERTS.—O n Feb. 18th, 1,260 G rand
sire Triples: P. P ra tt (first quarter) 1, R . G . Smith 
(first * inside ’) 2, W . G . Paul 3, F . H . C rook 4. 
S. H. H oare 5, R. G . Bell (cond.) 6. G . W  
Seam an 7, R . B. K ing 8.

John Taylor & Co.
LOUGHBOROUGH

*

The LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
*■ ' t  . . 'A V 4 :  9
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Council of Church Bell Ringers

Ed ito r ia l  O f f i c e : c / o  W oodbridge Press, 
L td ., G uildford , Surrey.

S u b s c r ip t io n  R a t e s  : 12 m onths, £ 1 ; 6 
m onths, 10s. 6 d . ;  3 m onths, 5s. 6 d. Send 
rem ittance to  M rs. Fletcher, The W hite 
H ouse, Caister-on-Sea, N orfolk .

E dito r ia l  C o m m it t e e :
E d w in  H . L e w is , M .A . (President of 

Council).

G eorge  W . F letcher  (H on. Secretary and 
T reasurer o f Council), The W hite H ouse, 
Caister-on-Sea, N orfolk .

A. A . H u g h b s , J.P . (H o n . Treasurer o f  
•T h e  Ringing W o r ld 1), 34, W hitechapel 
R oad, E .l .

M rs . E . K . F letcher .

E d it o r : T . W . W h it e .

In  connection w ith the 
C entral C ouncil’s visit to  BELFRY 
C hester a t W hitsuntide, M r.
R . G . Edw ards, o f 70, M ount R oad, H igher 
T ranm ere. Birkenhead, has undertaken to be 
responsible fo r making arrangem ents fo r peal 
a ttem pts. All those who wish to take part in 

eal attem pts should com m unicate direct with 
im  stating dates and  m ethods preferred.
T he peal o f P lain Bob M ajor a t St. P au l’s, 

B edford, on F ebruary  6 th , contained 5,008 
changes and no  5,088 as published.

M r. R ichard  D ale, o f H orsham  and Feering, 
died on February  17th. He rang his first peal 
a t H orsham —O xford  Bob T riples— on January  
31st, 1885. H e was over 90 years o f age.

M r. Samuel P inder, of Old Basford. N otting
ham , is to be congratulated on his perform ance 
during the peal o f Y orkshire Surprise M ajor 
rang  a t T hurcaston , Leics, on the eve o f his 
70th b irthday. T he peal was rung w ithout any 
of the ‘ first-tim ers ’ having had previous prac
tice in the m ethod.

M r. B. H . Swindon, o f N o rth  T arrytow n, New 
Y ork, inform s us th a t the old bob five part and 
irregular tw o part peals o f Stedm an Triples 
published in ‘ T he Ringing W orld ’ on January  
31st, 1941, are false. T he basic round blocks 
from  which all three peals were obtained are 
true  and the falseness arises through the m is
application of the ‘ shunting singles.’

C onsiderable publicity has been given to  the 
com m ents of the  Rev. M . W . Bulstrode at the 
annual m eeting o f St. M ichael’s C hurch, F ram - 
lingham . H e is quoted  as saying: ‘ O ur efforts 
to  get a band of bellringers is a struggle. There 
is plenty o f enthusiasm  am ong visiting ringers, 
bu t if we have got to a stage when bells cannot 
be used to  call people to  church on Sundays, 
then it appears wrong to  use them fo r the en
terta inm ent o f bellringing enthusiasts on  week
days.’

A nother success was 
GOSSIP achieved by M r. G . E.

F eirn  and his band by a 
peal o f 46 Spliced M ajor m ethods ‘ in hand in- 
volving 341 changes of m ethod. This was a 
landm ark  in the ringing careers of M r. Feim 
and  M r. Jack Bray, being their 200th peal to
gether. By a coincidence it was the 50th peal 
together by M r. Philip Barnes and M r. Feim. 
T heir next objective is a peal in 50 methods.

M r. G eorge W. Ternbury , a valued m em ber 
o f the C um berland and N orth  W estmorland 
Association, died on January  12th.

W hich is the largest town in Britain that 
possesses no ring  o f bells o r  a  chim e? An 
A ldershot reader who addresses this query to 
‘ T he Ringing W orld ’ suggests Bognor Regis.

W e regret to learn o f the death o f M r. Charles 
H . Sone, o f L in ton, K ent. A n appreciation of 
his services to  ringing will appear in our next 
issue.

T he handbell peal o f three M inor method* 
fo r the M idland C ounties G uild a t Leicester, 
and  published on page 1 0 2 , was ru n g  on 
January  20th and  not January  13th as submitted 
to  us.

H oly T rin ity  C athedral, G uild ford , ringing 
cham ber has been redecorated by M r. H. 
H u tton , who has been a m em ber o f the  com
pany fo r m ore than  50 years, as a thank-offering 
fo r  his recovery from  a serious illness some 
tw o years ago. The gift is deeply appreciated 
by the ringers.

M r. R . C . H . Connolly, o f  W atford , con
tribu tes a general interest article on Bell Ringing 
to  the Eastern Electricity Board m agazine. He 
gives this advice to  visiting r in g e rs : * D on’t 
com pare o ther people’s bells o r style o f  ringing 
in any way th a t can cause offence. I t  is the 
best they have to offer you and  in any case you 
have probably gone into their tower uninvited.’ 
M r. Connolly apparently  is no t a  * Belfryman.’

T H E  W H I T E C H A P E L  
B E L L  F O U N D R Y

ESTABLISHED
1570

M E A R S  & S T A I N B A N K
at

34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E.1
Telephone BIShopsgate 2599

FOUNDERS OF THE NEW RING OF TWELVE FOR LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL
Tenor 82 cwt.

HANDBELLS BELL ROPES 
Etc.

MUFFLES
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CENTRAL COUNCIL AT 
CHESTER

For the guidance of representatives attending 
the Central Council meeting a t C hester next 
Whitsun, we append  a  list o f the leading 
Hotels:—

Licensed Hotels and Inns
Grosvenor H otel, Eastgate Street.
Blossoms H otel, Foregate S treet.
Queen's H otel, City Road (T rust House).
Ye Olde K ing’s H ead H otel, Low er Bridge 

Street.
The Peacock H otel, Christleton R oad.
Grosvenor Arm s, A ldford, near Chester. 
Grosvenor A rm s H otel, Pulford, near Chester. 
Albion H otel, City Road.
Swan H otel, Foregate Street.
Pied Bull H otel, N orthgate  Street.
Old N ag’s H ead H otel, Foregate S treet.
The G ro tto  H otel, Bridge Street.
Coach and  H orses H otel, Tow n H all Square.

Unlicensed and Private Temperance Hotels 
Belgrave H otel, 118, Foregate Street.
Stafford H otel, City Road.
Westminster H otel, City R oad.
W indsor H otel,' C ity R oad.
Edgar H ouse H otel, City Walls.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSN. 
South Norfolk Branch

%
Sixty-one ringers and friends from  30 different 

parishes in N orfo lk , Suffolk and Essex attended 
the annual m eeting o f the South N orfo lk  Branch 
at Diss on February  10th.

V arious touches were rung until 4.30 when 
the service was conducted by C anon A ppleton, 
Rector o f  Diss. assisted bv the Rev. E. Taylor 
(curate), the Rev. F . E . Vokes (Fom cett), and 
the address given by the Rev. A. G ilbert G . 
Thurlow, Precentor of N orw ich C athedral.

Tea, in the C o m  H all, was follow ed by the 
business meeting. M r. W. L. Duffield presided, 
supported by C anon A ppleton (vice-president), 
Rev. A. G . G . T hurlow  (general secretary and 
treasurer), M r. N olan  G olden (Ringing M aster), 
Rev. F . E. Vokes, Rev. E. Taylor, M r. E . W hit- 

•ing (Branch Ringing M aster). M r. A. G . H ar
rison (branch secretary) and M essrs. E . G . Ben
nett, C. E. G . Banham , W . G . Saunders, F . C. 
Roper, A . Lock and  F . C . W . Phillippo (mem
bers o f  the com m ittee).

The officers o f the branch were all re-e lected  
and it was decided to  hold the next m eeting a t 
Pulham  St. M ary on May 5th. D r. Paul H . A. 
Jonason, o f East H arling, was elected a ringing 
member and M r. F rank Stenson of Crewe, a 
non-resident life m em ber.

The m eeting deenly regretted the absence of 
the president, the Rev. A. St. J . H eard  (an in
fluenza victim), and best wishes fo r a speedy re
covery were passed a t the meeting.

M r. G olden nronosed the votes o f thanks to 
all w ho had assisted the branch during 1950, and 
to the R ector o f Diss and all w ho had helped 
to m ake the m eeting so successful. The m em 
bers then retired  fo r m ore ringing during  the 
evening. \

RECORD PEAL OF SPLICED SURPRISE  
MAJOR CONGRATULATIONS

D ear Sir,— As um pire fo r the previously-held 
record o f Spliced Surprise M ajor in 22 m ethods 
rung fo r the Lincoln Diocesan G uild  in 1948, I 
should like to  congratulate M r. W . F. Judge and 
his band on surpassing this. I t is a  very fine 
perform ance in a rapidly developing sphere of 
ringing.

I also feel tha t it m ust b ring  a great deal o f 
pleasure to M r. A. J. P itm an to  see quite a 
num ber of his difficult com positions being rung 
now. K . S. B. CROFT.

Southam pton.

METHODS COMMITTEE 
Advice Wanted on Doubles Methods

D ear Sir,—T he M ethods Com m ittee would 
be grateful for the help and advice of 5 and 6  
bell ringers on the follow ing points concerning 
the  ringing o f D oubles M e th o d s:—

(a) W hat m ethods are  rung having m ore than
tw o consecutive blows in one place, 
o ther than  in 5ths at the treble s lead? 
(Please give essential figures as there is 
confusion over nam es.)

(b) D o  they th ink  it necessary o r desirable so
to  depart from  the norm ally accepted 
standards?

W hilst w riting, it seems to  be a good o ppor
tunity  to  issue a  w ord of warning to  those con
tem plating peals in new Surprise Royal m ethods 
The M ethods Com m ittee considers that m any 
o f the extensions from  the M aior in M r. C orri
gan’s book are unacceptable and suggests that 
its advice be sought before a band contem plates 
the ringing of any no t yet rung.

Thirdly, in answer to  M r. Se?ar, the m em 
bers of the Com m ittee are unanim ous in the 
opinion th a t a  * Bob ’ is not a part o f the 
m ethod (this was actually stated a t the last 
m eeting o f the C entral Council). T hus if M r. 
Segar has a  com position o f Reverse G randsire 
with a th irds place bob it is perfectly legitimate 
as fa r as we are concerned.— Y ours sincerely, 

K . W . H . FELSTEA D .
St. M ichael’s V icarage,

Southam pton.

WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH 
DIOCESAN GUILD 

Andover District
A  very successful m eeting was held at A n

dover on F ebruary  17th the occa 'ion  bH ne the 
annual m eeting o f the D istrict. Over 50 m em 
bers and visitors attended from  A bbot’s Ann, 
A ldershot, A ndover. A m oort Basingstoke, 
Bishopstoke, Buckland N ew ton (D orset). F am - 
ham , EDSom, Ewell, G oodw orth C latfo rd  High- 
clere, Thatcham  (Berks), Tem nlecom be (Som er
set), S turm inster N ew ton (D orset). W oolton 
H ill, O ver W allop, W onston. W inchester.

R inging on St. M arv’s ( 8  tenor 17 cwt.) 
ranged from  rounds to C am bridge Surprise (not 
forgetting  Little Bob fo r  its exnonent from  
Farnham ) and everyone expressed their delight 
with the fine job  done by M essrs. T aylor three 
years ago.

Tea a t the S tuart C afe was presided over by 
the V icar o f A ndover (the Rev. A. Fletcher, 
M .A .) and  attended by the M ayor o f Andover 
(Councillor S. E  V incent) and several visiting 
clergy.

D ue to  the unexpectedly laree attendance it 
was necessary to  ho ld  the business m eeting in 
the  nave of St. M ary’s. In  the absence of the 
d istrict chairm an, M r. G . Pullin<?er (G uild R ing
ing M aster) took  the chair. The secretary’s re
po rt and balance sheet fo r 1950 were accepted; 
all the officers were re-elected.

Miss D . M. W alden and M r. N . B. Davis, o f 
P idd leh in tO ii. D orset, were elected com oounding 
m em bers. Some discussion took nlace on  the 
s u b jec t of p rac tices  fo r higher m ethods and it 
was d ecided  to  arrange a series o f D istrict prac
tices  a t A ndover on the first Saturday in each 
m o n th  fo r th a t purpose. Ringing then c o n 
t in u e d  until 9 p.m .

THREE GENERATIONS IN  A PEAL
D ear Sir,—R eferring  to  M r. John G . Jefferies’ 

peal with three g enera tions: on Aoril 15th. 
1934, a peal o f 5,168 Bob M ajor, in 2 hours and
59 m inutes, was rung a t St. M ary’s. G rundis- 
burgh. Suffolk Those taking oart w ere :— F . C. 
C larke, grandfa ther, his son C harles and grand
son C harles M .. F . J .  T illett. grandfa ther, his 
son John F . and granddaughter Phyllis E ., G .
E . Symonds. fa ther, and his son H arold  E. 
Only three fam ilies participating, conducted by
G . E . Sym onds.—Y ours truly,

Ipswich. G . E . SY M O NDS

BELLS AS TIM E SIGNALS
D ear Sir,— I am interested in M r. R . Buch

an an ’s letter on the above subject, since some 
years ago, when in charge of the bells a t St. 
M ary’s, RedclifTe, Bristol, I was approached 
by the W est Regional D irector of Religious 
B roadcasting with a  proposal to m ake a  record 
o f Redcliffe bells ringing Stedm an Cinques. I 
was inform ed that, if suitable, it was proposed 
to  in troduce the record as an interval signal 
betw een certain  W est Regional program m es. 
The record was duly m ade, though we had to  
m ake a num ber of recordings, our first efforts 
being m arred  by a high wind which gave a 
m arked fading effect to  the bells. T he B.B.C., 
however, were a t great pains to  obtain the best 
position fo r the ‘ m ike ’ and  were very co-opera
tive to our suggestions. U ltim ately we produced 
several good recordings o f 120 changes of Sted
m an Cinques which finished by bobbing 8-10 
behind, the conducting being shared by E . J . 
B row n, E. F . H ancock and myself.

Subsequently a portion o f this recording was 
used in program m es dealing with bells and 
bellringing in the W est C ountry  which was in
troduced by M r. E . J . T aylor, o f T iverton. 
D uring  odd periods since, I have heard this 
record used as an interval signal on the B.B.C. 
W est R egional S tat o n ; the occasions have, 
how ever, been som ew hat rare .

1 certainly favour M r. Buchanan’s suggestion 
th a t each region should have its own Bell In 
terval Signal bu t I cannot agree th a t St. M ary’s, 
Southam pton, would be either appropriate  or 
suitable. There are  m any m ore m ajestic rings 
o f bells, such as E aton (W ilts). Buckfast. Bristol 
W rington, D itcheat. Chewton M endip and 
Queen Cam el, to  nam e bu t a few. which are 
m ore suitable than  St. M ary’s, Southam pton, 
where the acoustics o f the town accentuates the 
Sim pson Tuning and, in my hum ble opinion, 
produces too much hum  fo r good broadcasting, 
and certainly fo r a recording of the type re
quired for an interval signal.—Y ours faithfuly, 

D O N A L D  G . C L IFT , A .M .I.E .
St. A lbans, H erts.

CHRISTMAS BELLS
D ear Sir.— M any thanks fo r publishing my 

letter re a b o v e : now that the storm  is sub
siding, I would like to  wind it up.

I m ust apologise to  our friends o f Portishead 
fo r ‘ losing ’ two of their bells. It sounded like 
s ix ; I m ust get my radio  attended to . I don’t 
know  the origin of the word ‘ stonev.’ beyond 
it implies a call-change ringer, and  I don’t think 
the average ringer implies anything else (except 
the snobs, if they exist). In  fact I recall being 
a t Bideford. N orth  D evon, in 1931. and I have 
yet to  hear better striking and this was, of 
course, preceded by a  perfect ‘ rise and fall ’

I am of the ooinion that friendly rivalry can 
do  m uch to  im prove o u r local standards and 
would like to  see a  N ational Festival on ‘ knock
o u t ’ lines as is com m on in m any o f  our national 
pastimes.

I am  reluctant to reply to the m any com m ents 
raised, narticularly as our clerical friend fears 
bad  feeling is creeping in (I would assure him 
otherwise). T he general opinion is. however, 
that we have got to ‘ pull up o u r socks ’ locally 
and  I  would agree with a gentlem an from  Kent 
th a t the correct procedure is through 
associations.

I should, therefore, like to  conclude with an ap 
peal to  D istrict Secretaries and Executive Com 
m ittee Representatives to  m ake use o f our de
m ocratic structure and  endeavour to get their 
representatives on the C entral Council to  raise 
the question o f  recruiting and general extension 
of our work organised on a national basis.

M any thanks to all correspondents fo r  their 
interest and backing and I hope we can benefit 
jointly  from  ‘ airing ’ our views.—Y ours faith 
fully,

JO H N  A H ILL .
Andover. H snts.
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ANOTHER CHAPTER OF LAST CENTURY VETERANS
M em ories Revived 

This week we publish the th ird  instalm ent 
o f those ringers w ho rang their first peals in 
the last century. The list recalls great 
names
R A N G  128 PEALS IN  LA ST C E N T U R Y  
Probably the surviving veteran holding the 

record fo r the m ost peals in the last century 
is M r. Jam es Parker, fa ther o f M rs. G . W. 
Fletcher, o f  Caister-on-Sea. He rang 128 peals 
up  to the end o f  the century and these included 
Superlative, London, C am bridge and N ew  C am 
bridge Surprise M ajor and  Alliance. H e con
ducted the record length of 9,312 Superlative 
Surprise M ajor a t Craw ley in 1894, where he 
lived fo r six years before moving to  London. 
H is first peal was a t W arnham . Sussex. K ent 
T reble Bob M aior, on O ctober 19th. 1890. H e 
is now  nearly 85.

M r. H enry W ood, o f W arnham  and H orsham , 
rang  his first peal of T riples. O xford Bob at 
Crawley, on D ece;nber 26th 1882. having p re
viously rung a peal o f M inor at W arnham . H e 
gave up ringing years ago and though nearly 
90 w alked 1J miles to  hear H orsham  bells 
recently.

A  peal board  in C hester C athedral records 
a  peal o f K ent T reble Bob M ajor at Brom- 
borough, C heshire, by the Cathedral ringers on 
Septem ber 6 th , 1884. A m em ber o f  the band 
was M r. John  G ibson, who now  resides at 
W hitchurch, Shropshire, and is 96 years of 
age. T here is no indication, states a Chester 
correspondent, th a t th is was M r. G ibson 's first 
peal.

‘ T H E  F IN E S T  TR EB LER  ’
M r. H arry  H ollingsw orth, captain o f the local 

band at M elbourne, D erby and. says our cor
respondent. ‘ the finest trebler up and dow n ’ 
in this district, rang  his first peal a t St. 
M ichael’s, M elbourne. D erbyshire, on Septem 
ber 24th, 1887.

M r. W illiam T . P rio r, o f  Bishop’s S tortford , 
w ho is in his 80th year and still a regular ser
vice ringer, has ru n s  165 peals. H is first was 
Bob M ajor a t St. M ichael’s, Bishop’s S tortfo rd , 
on Decem ber 31st. 1888.

SU FFO LK  V ETER A N S 
M r. G eorge W ightm an, o f Cretingham , 

W oodbridge. Suffolk, rang his first peal a t 
Euston, Suffolk, on June 14th, 1886. I t was 
a peal o f D oubles in seven m ethods.

M r. W illiam W iehtm an rang his fir«t Deal at 
St. M ary’s F ram sden, Suffolk, on N ovem ber 
23rd, 1896—a peal o f Bob Triples.

M r. John  C . Pugsley. o f  M inehead, Som erset, 
rang his first peal, G randsire Triples, a t St. 
M ichael's. M inehead. on April 27th, 1891.

M r. W illiam T . Elson, o f  56, Pursers Cross 
R oad, S.W .6 . now  in his 84th year, rang his 
first peal, 5,472 Bob M ajor, on Septem ber 1st, 
1892. H e rang a num ber o f his early peals with 
M r. E. H . Adam s and  also with M essrs. W . 
H . H . Buckingham and J . C . M itchell. In  the 
last century he rang 28 peals.

M r. G . M artin , o f M aidenhead, conducted 
his first peal. This was on O ctober 7th, 1895. a t 
Boyne H ill, the m ethod being G randsire Triples. 
H e sends us particulars o f two o ther v e terans:— 
M r. W. W alker, G randsire Triples, a t Boyne 
H ill, on O ctober 31st. 1896, and M r. Jesse Eld- 
ridge, Stedm an Triples, on A pril 11th, 1898, 
a t Burnham , Bucks.

M r. G . M. R ashbrook’s first peal was 5,056 
O xford T reble Bob M ajor, a t St. M ary’s, A rd- 
leigh, Essex, on A pril 22nd. 1893.

Kfr. Joseph S. H aw kins, o f S trand, W .C.2, 
rang  his first peal a t All Saints’ C hurch, M ar
low, Bucks. on April 30th, 1898— G randsire 
Triples (C arter’s 12 part).

W ITH  G A B R IEL  L IN D O F F  
M r. R . W. S tannard . of Barking, rang two 

peals o f Bob Triples— in N ovem ber, 1886, and  
January  10th, 1887. The second, 6,024 O xford  
T reble Bob. was conducted by the late G abriel 

'L indoff. This was the first time the latter rang

as G . Lindoff, his first three peals being rung as
G . Baxter. M r. S tannard  rang 17 peals be
fore 1900.

M r. G . W . Park , w ho is still a  regular ringer 
a t  H oly T rin ity , D arlington, rang his first peal 
on D ecem ber 14th, 1895, a t St. John  the 
Evangelist, D arlington. T he m ethod was K ent 
Treble Bob M ajor.

M r. D avid W right, then  o f W esterham , bu t 
la ter o f C roydon and Southgate, now  in his 
91st year, rang the treble to H o lt’s Original a t 
T onbridge on Septem ber 23rd, 1893, T om  M an- 
nering conducting.

76 PEALS B EFO R E 1900
M r. H . G ibbs, o f Brede, Sussex, w ho rang 

his first peal when 17 years o f age— Stedm an 
Triples at C rayford , K ent, on A ugust 17th, 
1889— is the last survivor o f that band which 
was as fo llow s:—C hallis V. W inney 1, G eorge 
Conyard 2, Edw ard E. R ichards 3, R ichard  
French 4. W illiam W eatherstone 5, Edwin Bar
nett 6 , Frederick  G . N ew ton (cond.) 7, H enry 
G ibbs 8 . Previous to  1900 he had  rung 76 
peal. M r. G ibbs still rings a t Brede.

M r. T . Elcox, o f  Areley Kings, W orcester
shire, w ho is now 8 6  and  still able to  ring, rang 
his first peal a t Stone, near K idderm inster, on 
July 30th 1892. It was a  peal o f D oubles in 
four different m ethods.

M r. H . Tucker, o f Reading, Berks, rang his 
first peal a t T ilehurst Parish  C hurch , R eading, 
on F ebruary  24th, 1894, the m ethod being Bob 
M ajor.

M r. H . K nigh t’s (W olverham pton) first peal 
was G randsire  C aters a t St. Peter s, W olver
ham pton, on D ecem ber 1st, 1894. T he only 
survivor o f that peal and , incidentally, the com 
poser, is M r. Jam es G eorge. H e took part in 
62 peals during  the last century including 7,019 
and 11,563 G randsire C aters.

SO M E O F  T H E  A N C IE N TS
M r. A . B. Peck, secretary o f the  Ancient 

Society o f College Y ouths, subm its to us the 
list o f the following.— T he bro thers Francis 
T . H oad (1893), G eorge F . H oad (1895); R oland 
Fenn (1895), Caleb Fenn (1896), E rnest G . 
F enn  (1898): W illiam S. Langdon (1895), H er
bert L anedon (1899): and  also W illiam H . Pas
m ore (1896) and G eorge Fau lkner (1898).

M r. Row land Fenn, o f St. M argaret’s, Bark
ing, rang his first peal on N ovem ber 26th, 
1895, a t Barking, the  m ethod being G randsire 
Triples. M r. A lbert C . H ardy , w ho rang in 
the peal, still survives.

M r. Caleb Fenn, o f  Barking, rang his first 
peal ‘ in han d ,’ on July 4th, 1896. I t was Plain 
Bob M aior, the band  being Row land Fenn 1-2, 
A lbert C. H ardy 3-4, Thom as Fau lkner 5-6, 
Caleb Fenn 7-8. T hree o f  the fou r are still with 
us. H is first peal on tow er bells was 5,152 Plain 
Bob M ajor a t Brentw ood, Essex.

W ITH  J . E . G R O V E
M r. W illiam R . S tockdale, w ho rings a t St. 

C had’s, Shrew sbury, rang  the second to J . E. 
G roves’ variation o f  P arker’s G randsire Triples, 
a t C hurch S tretton, Salop, on Septem ber 24th, 
1895. The peal was conducted by J . E. G rove. 
This was his second peal, his first being of 
several D oubles m ethods, at Bicton, Salop, 
the record o f  which he has lost.

M r. Isaac J. A ttw ater, o f Enfield, M iddlesex, 
was the com poser and conductor o f his first 
peal, G randsire  T rioles. rung a t Cuckfield, 
Sussex, on M arch 21st, 1896.

M r. W. W. W olstencroft, o f Stoke Poges, rang 
seven peals in the last century and he is the 
only survivor o f the ringers who participated. 
H is first was G randsire Triples, on January  
9th. 1897.

M r. C . W . R . G rim w ood, o f  H ersham , 
Surrey, rang  his first peal a t Lavenham , Suffolk, 
on A ugust 29th. 1896. the m ethod being Bob 
M ajor

PO R T SM O U T H  A R EA
Tw o veterans of the Portsm outh D istrict—M r.

H . Reynolds (Alverstoke) and M r. F . A. Burnett 
(Portsm outh  C athedral)— rang their first peals 
together— Stedm an T riples, a t Holy Trinity, 
G osport, on January  12th, 1897.

M r. Josiah  D . H arris , o f P ortsm outh , who 
has over 50 peals to  his credit and  a t the age 
o f 78 is still willing to  stand in any attem pt, 
rang his first peal, Grandsire Triples, on August 
5th, 1896. at St. Mary’s, Portsea. H e rang two 
other peals th a t year.

M r. H . Barlow’s (N ew  M oston, Middlesex) 
first peal was rung in honour of his 2 1 st b irth 
day. I t was G randsire Triples, on October 
29th, 1898.

M r. F . J .  Lewis, sen., o f C irencester, Glos, 
rang his first peal on June  30th. 1898, G randsire 
C aters a t C irencester, conducted by John 
A ustin.

L EIC E ST ER ’S G R A N D  O LD  M A N
M r. Josiah M orris, the grand old m an of 

Leicester ringers, and  the father o f Ernest and 
George Stedm an M orris, rang his first peal, 
G randsire Caters, at All Saints’, Loughborough, 
on D ecem ber 28th, 1896. H e has rung about 
400 peals o f  which 16 were before 1900. M r. 
T . Taffender, of London, and M r. M orris are 
the  only survivors o f the long peal of Double 
N orw ich C ourt Bob M ajor at South W igston in 
1904. M r. M orris will be 84 on July 1st.

M r. W illiam  W alters, of M onm outh, rang in 
the only local band peal o f  his native town on 
Ju ly  1st, 1886. T he m ethod was G randsire 
T riples and  was conducted by the late Mr. 
Edwin A. Barnett, who came to  M onm outh 
from  Ross in 1882 and afterw ards went to C ray
ford . M r. W alters did not keep up ringing but 
rem ained a chorister a t the church until recently.

M r. W illiam Rose, o f Peterborough, rang his 
first peal when 14 years o f age. I t was the 
treble to  a  peal o f D oubles in A pril, 1899. In 
the follow ing N ovem ber he rang the th ird  to  a 
peal o f D oubles in 12 m ethods on  the o ld five 
a t  T ho m h am  M agna, Suffolk.

IN  W H IC H  C E N T U R Y  ?
D ear Sir,— W hen I lost my first peal a t

tem pt in the sum m er o f 1899, I was no t unduly 
d isappointed until I read  the leading article in 
the ‘ Bell News ’ o f  D ecem ber 16th following. 
I t began—The 19th century is alm ost a t its close 
and we are therefore upon the threshold o f  the 
2 0 th— I then  knew that I had lost for ever all 
chances o f  ringing a peal in th e  19th century 
and began to  feel a little resentm ent tow ards 
th a t conductor who thought he could call ‘ H o lt’s 
O riginal.’

O ver h a lf a  century has rolled by since those 
happy days. I rang my first peal on June  30th. 
1900, b u t I have always had a little regret that 
I could no t squeeze it in the 19th. A t least I 
have until I saw last week’s ‘ Ringing W orld.' 
and  there I saw recalled, under the heading 
‘ V eterans w ho rang in the last century.’ a peal 
in w hich I also took part, and was. in fact, my 
second peal, so it seems I rang my first in the 
20th and my second in the 19th. I think th a t is 
a record that will take a  bit o f  beating. I re
m em ber we nearly had a civil war about when 
the new cen tu iy  began ‘ 1899— 1901 and all th a t.’ 
N o t fo r w orlds would I try  to  stir up all that 
ancient argum ent again. But as I rang  five 
peals in 1900, I would love fo r one o f our 
brain-tw isters to  tell me which century they 
were rung in.

M y first peal was rung a t Banstead, Surrey, 
on June  30th. 1900, and conducted by the late 
C harles R . Lilley.

E R N E ST  H  O ^E N H A M .
Bam pton, Devon.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
H O L T 'S  O R IG IN A L  

An A nniversary to  be Remembered
D ear Sir,—July  7th, which this year con

veniently falls on a Saturday, will be the 200th 
anniversary o f the first perform ance of H olt’s 
Original which, as probably m ost ringers know , 
was conducted from  m anuscript by its com poser, 
who sat in the tow er o f St. M argare t’s, 
W estminster.

M uch has been w ritten about this com posi
tion which had  no im itator fo r well over a 
century and it was said at one time to be the 
ambition o f nearly every conductor to  call it. 
Times have evidently changed. F o r instance, 
whereas in 1890. ou t o f 247 peals o f G randsire 
Triples, the  Original was called 73 times by 43 
different conductors, by 1950. when probably 
there were about 200 peals o f G randsire Triples, 
the num bers had  dwindled to  nine perform ances 
by six conductors.

The m ain object o f th is letter is to  suggest 
that it would be very fitting if the forthcom ing 
anniversary were to  be com m em orated by as 
many perform ances o f the com position as pos
sible. There are three m onths during  w hich 
conductors can m ake themselves fam iliar with 
it and while perhaps the result m ay no t look as 
impressive on paper as peals in this o r th a t 
Surprise m ethod, there is little doubt as to 
which is the m ore difficult (and m ore interesting) 
task fo r the bob-caller.— Y ours faithfully.

E . A . BA R N ETT.
C rayford, K ent.

A SPL E N D ID  IN IT IA T IO N
D ear Sir,—This year’s w inners o f the London 

County A ssociation’s Challenge Cup fo r hand
bell ringing are a team  of young ringers from  
St. Law rence’s, Brentford, three o f whom  are 
still a t school. Last D ecem ber, having just 
reached the stage o f G randsire D oubles on 
tower bells, a group was form ed to  learn 
Grandsire Triples ‘ in han d .’ Tw o of the be
ginners had already rung one o r  two courses 
on the trebles so these were given the diagram s 
of 1-2 and 3-4 to  learn. One or two ringers 
were tried on 7-8 during  the first three p rac
tices in the Christm as holiday.

Then, on January  7th, Colin, b ro ther of 
Gillian L am ont, was asked if he would like to  
try- A fter having the diagram  explained and 
being shown how  to  hold and strike the bells.
& slow bu t successful course was rung. A t the 
same tim e, he began to  handle a tow ej bell and 
is now a regular service ringer.

A fter only five m ore weekly practices, a  fair 
standard was achieved and it • was decided to 

fo r the com petition on the follow ing S atur
day, if only to  m ake ano ther entry. L ittle was 
hoped fo r when it was discovered th a t three 
other team s, all from  ten-bell tow ers, w ere also 
competing.

T o find themselves placed first a t their first 
attempt was certainly beyond their wildest 
hopes. This has come as a great rew ard fo r the 
patience and hard  w ork o f  m any m onths by the 
Jery small b u t keen young team  of ringers at 
Brentford.

The ringers w e re :— Miss G illian R . C um 
ber (16) 1-2. Miss G illian R . Lam ont (16) 3-4, 
Geoffrey D odds 5-6, C olin  R . L am ont (14) 7-8.

Yours, etc.,
G E O F FR E Y  D O D D S.

Isleworth, Middlesex.

ALL SA IN TS’, W O R CESTER , BELLS
D ear Sir,— A re any of your readers in a 

Position to supply any inform ation regarding 
we bells o f All Saints’, W orcester, which fo r 
some weeks now  have appeared  in the * C hurch 
Times ’ advertisem ent columns, as being for 
s»le, fo r  £550, with the condition attached 
that they- are no t to be melted dow n, except one 
"'nich is cracked?—Y ours sincerely,

E R N E ST  J  ROW E.
6 . C hurch Street,

Broseley, Salop.

A  D E V O N SH IR E  CA LL-C H A N G E
D ear Sir,— I was very interested in M r. 

G eorge C . G rills’ letter abou t the contribution  
o f call changes as I am  a call-change ringer 
myself. 1 attend many of the ringing com 
petitions held in the N orth  Devon D istrict and 
1  find it very interesting to  listen to  w hat some 
o f the call-change ringers have to  say about 
m ethod ringing.

Personally, I am very interested in m ethod 
ringing and would very much like to  learn bu t 
the nearest tow er where there is a  team  of 
change-ringers is nearly ten miles away. If  
ever I get the chance to  learn m ethod ringing 
I shall certainly m ake the m ost o f it.

W here I live, the bells are in very bad order 
and are no t rung very often so I go to  P ilton 
where there is a very good ring o f eight and  I 
always receive a very w arm  welcome.

I have also heard  a few change-ringing team s 
there, and it is my opinion that both  types o f 
the Exercise are criticised far too m uch. I have 
heard  and seen some very cutting things from  
both sides bu t there is always room  fo r im 
provem ent no m atter which m ethod is p rac
tised.—Y ours, etc.,

G . TR IB E.
B ratton  Flem ing.

A  C A L L -C H A N G ER  R E PLIES
D ear Sir.—Y our correspondent, M r. Peter 

W . B. Semmons, would do well to pay a visit 
to  D evonshire du ing one o f  our ringing fes
tivals. I feel certain he will be im pressed by 
the striking he will hear.

M ay I rem ind him  th a t we take a great pride 
in the fact th a t every ringer has com plete con
tro l over his bell from  the sta rt and  we 
rise and  fall (regardless of weight) as a  team , 
n o t singly as is so o ften  the  custom  with the 
m ethod ringers.

I have been a  call-change nng er fo r nearly
2 0  years and until I hear better striking and  less 
‘ m ud-slm ging ’ on the part of some of the 
change-ringers, I shall prefer to  stay and p rac
tise the a rt as we know  it.

T o  M r. Semmons I would say it is no  ‘ m is
fo rtune  ’ to  belong to  a county o r a  team  th a t 
will n o t tolerate ‘ shoddy striking ’ a t any p r ic e ; 
indeed it is an  honour.

W e welcome any ringer, no . m atter w hat 
category, to  our tower and invite him  to ‘ have 
a go ’ w ith us. Surely it is m uch better to  offer 
the hand  of friendship than  stand aloof. A fter 
all, are we no t b ro thers in this great calling and 
stand on equal term s in G o d ’s belfry?— Yours 
faithfully ,

LESLIE E . ED W O R TH Y .
W idecom be-in-the-M oor, D evon.

M R . FU SSELL’S D IA R Y
D ear Sir,— M r. Simmonds* letter correcting 

the spelling o f M r. Egby’s nam e prom pts m e to 
w rite and  m ake a sim ilar correction, A rthu r
H . G ardom , no t G ardam .

A rthu r G ardom  was a  son o f  a  well-to-do 
fam ily a t W anstead. Essex. H e was a fine ringer 
and  conductor and when we lived a t Leyton- 
stone was a  frequent visitor to  o u r house to 
ring  5-6 to  my father’s 1-2-3-4.

H e had  a good position in a  bank in London 
bu t, I have been told, lost it through neglect fo r 
ringing afte r which he em igrated to  South 
A frica when nothing fu rther was heard  o f  him  
in ringing circles.

Tw o o ther W anstead ringers also em igrated 
there m uch about the same time— Lewis G reen 
and Jam es F . Priest—and these took part in  the 
first and, I believe, only peal in South A frica— 
G randsire T riples, a t W oodstock, in 1904 —  
Y ours faithfully, .

E BA R N ETT.
C rayford , K ent.

LIB ERTY  (A N D  PLEN TY  O F IT ) W ITH O U T 
L IC EN C E

D ear Sir,—T hank you fo r your effective
* L eader ’ on F ebruary  9th in reply to  the 
criticism of the Rev. P . T . Robbins which fully 
represents by far the m ajority  opinion of the 
Exercise.

I t was a very wide, sweeping statem ent 
evidently m ade w ithout knowledge of the inside 
w orking of the Exercise

I have attended a good m any m onthly and 
annual meetings o f branches and guilds and 
associations and have occasionally heard and 
seen a few (though very few) things o f which 
I  d id no t approve. I have severely criticised— 
and have been m ore severely criticised— but 
I did not intend it in any acrim onious o r 
trouble-m aking spirit, neither felt any. The 
Central Council— that Chuch Assembly fo r 
Ringers— for which that great-hearted D erby
shire ringer. Sir Percival Heywood. was mainly 
responsible, has to * take it ’ som etim es. N o,
* fratern ity  ’— in its fullest sense and meaning— 
is no t too  strong a w ord or ou t o f p lace; it is 
one o f  the strongest and  best and is no t by any 
m eans a closed shop.

Ringers m ight say that some of the clergy 
— although we m ust no t be too sweeping— 
are  prim arily responsible for ‘ these unhappy 
divisions,’ and when asked abou t some o f  the 
causes say the C hurch is so com prehensive; so 
is ‘ The Ringing W orld .’ and the E ditor wisely 
and widely toierant. Though severe in our 
criticism of each o ther, ringers are  cognizant 
o f and jealous of the integrity o f the Editor 
and  the tone o f  ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ which 
allows liberty w ithout licence to ringers to  ex
press their view s; it stim ulates discussion which 
should not create discord. I would like to  sug
gest your ‘ Leader ’ be read in conjunction with 
the article in ‘ T he R adio  T im es ’ recently, 
‘ A sking any Q uestions,’ and relates to  the 
Q uestion M aster. G ilbert H arding. ‘ never afraid  
to  express his m ind ’ ; he says we m ight take 
some of our correspondence as entertainm ent. 
I do.—Y ours sincerely,

Crewe. H . F R A N K  STEN SO N .

G LA SG O W  C A T H E D R A L  SO CIETY  : 
IN F O R M A T IO N  W A N TED

D ear Sir,—The 50th anniversary o f the open
ing of the bells o f St. M ary’s C athedral falls 
on June  8 th . 1951. As we have no records 
p rio r to  O ctober. 1929, when the present society 
was form ed under the direction o f  the  late 
Stephen H . W ood. Ashton, we would be grateful 
fo r any items of interest about ringing or ringers 
(including peal attem pts) p rio r to  that date. 
W e do know th a t the first band was form ed 
by M r. Cleveland Ellis, o f St. M ary’s C athedral, 
E dinburgh, and ano ther band form ed later by 
M r. J . E. Sykes (Uncle Joe) and M r. Tom 
O ’H ara, all o f whom  are now  deceased.

A ny inform ation as above will be carefully 
recorded.— Y ours faithfully,

E R N E ST  A. STA FFO R D , 
H on. Secretary.

17, T abard  R oad.
Glasgow, 3.

T R IPL ES IN  A U STR A LIA
D ear Sir.— Y our copy of Decembei 22nd, 

1950, has just come to  hand and in it is a 
letter from  M r. A. R ichardson, o f  Surfleet, in 
regard to  a foo tno te in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ 
stating th a t Miss Ruth Donellv was the first 
ladv to ring a peal o f T rioles in A ustralia.

O ur apologies to M rs. R ich a rd so n : this foo t
note should have read 4 the first Australian 
lady.’ I t is well known that M rs R ichardson 
rang  the  peals she states as the achievem ent is 
recorded bv a tab 'e t in the tower a t the Ballarat 
Tow n H a l l ; not only that. * The G rea t Adven
ture * gives full particulars.

T rusting  that Mrs. R ichardson will forgive 
our oversight,— Y ours faithfully,

W. M . RO W E, . o
C apt., St. Jude 's, RanAwick.
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O B I T U A R I E S
M R . JO H N  DY SO N

We regret to record the death o f M r. John 
Dyson, of Bolsterstone, Y orkshire, aged 75 
years. This veteran was the last o f the original 
hand which learnt to ring a t Bolsterstone, under 
the late D avid  Brearley.

W hen he rang in the first peal on the bells 
by a  local com pany, he was 17 years old. T hat 
was in 1894. two years after the bells were 
hung and although rheum atism  had prevented 
him  ringing these last few years, he rang when 
the ban  was rem oved during  the war.

He had som e 23 peals to his credit, all on 
the treble, and was always an excellent striker 
and could be depended on to keep right under 
alm ost any circum stance. A  gam ekeeper in 
his younger days, he often came into the belfry 
straight from  his job , put his gun in the corner 
and his dog under the seat, to ring for practice. 
H e was in terred  a t Bolsterstone on February  9th.

M R . A. H A W K IN S
U sk and  district has lost one of its keenest 

ringers, a fter a long illness, by the recent death 
o f M r. A rthu r Hawkins, at the age o f 73.

M r. H aw kins learned his early ringing at 
Cw m carvan. W hen the old six a t  U sk were 
recast and augm ented to  eight in 1926, he 
joined the band  there and subsequently became 
captain.

In  January , 1930, he conducted the first peal 
to  be rung by the local band. H o lt’s T en Part 
peal o f G randsire Triples, a  peal o f which he 
was very proud. H e loved good ringing and 
would travel any distance fo r a peal. His first 
peal was G randsire D oubles rnng a t T redunnoc 
on January  21st, 1928, in which he shared the 
conducting w ith the w riter. I t was the  first 
peal by all the band, and o f his 59 peals I had  
the pleasure o f taking p a rt in 37

His list o f peals is as fo llow s:— G randsire 
Doubles 1 : D oubles, two m ethods 1: P lain Bob 
M inor 4 :  G randsire Triples 33 O'): O xford Bob 
T riples 1; Stedm an Triples 2 : Plain Bob M ajor 
14: G randsire Caters 3 ; to tal 59 (conducted 1).

D . G . C

M R . D A N IE L  K E N N ED Y
The Irish Association suffered the loss of its 

‘ G rand Old M an of D ublin’s Bellringers ’ in 
F ebruary  5th. through the  death o f M r. Daniel 
Kennedy a t the ripe old age o f 84. •

D an, as he was affectionately know n, was 
attached to  the belfry o f the Augustinian 
C hurch of St. John-the-B aptist, High Street, 
D ublin, fo r over 70 years. H e ascended the 
beltry  by the  circular iron staircase, which rises 
over the organ a t the back o f  the church, daily 
th roughout his long life, and d 'd  so no to  a few 
days before his death, to ring his beloved bells. 
H e was a  great friend o f  the late G abriel Lindoff, 
who also w orked in the firm of M essrs. G uin
ness and  Sons.

He becam e a m em ber o f the Association in 
1902 and was elected president in 1925 and 
1926. W hen the Association was reorganised 
in 1948, he was unanim ously elected the first 
chairm an of the Eastern D istrict, bu t owing to 
failing health  he was compelled to  relinquish 
these duties. The Association, however, con
ferred the honour o f life m em bership upon 
him in appreciation o f his past services, which 
are too num erous to  m ention.

A  very high ecclesiastical honour was con
ferred  upon D an in 1942 when he was decorated 
by the  Pope fo r ‘ renow ned long and unbroken ’ 
service ’ as a bellringer. The Papal decoration 
was the * P ro  Ecclesia et Pontifice.’

As his funeral left, on the m oraine  o f F eb 
ruary 7th, the church where he usecf to  ring, 
‘ his bells ’ were rung muffled by a team  con
sisting o f his sona and nephews, all o f  whom he 
had initiated in the a rt. So passed on another 
o f the G rand  Old R ingers of Ireland w ho have 
rendered unselfish service to  m aintain the bell- 
ringing team s in our churches.

OF T H E  W E E K
M R . A L FR E D  M IL LE R

T he death  o f M r. A lfred M iller took  place 
in St. H elier H ospital, Surrey, on F ebruary  11th, 
after a very sho rt illness.

M r. M iller, w ho was 71 years o f age, had lived 
in M itcham  all his life H e was a m em ber of 
the Surrey Association, the London C ounty 
Association and  a College Y outh and had  been 
a ringer a t C hrist C hurch, M itcham , for 55 
years and over 40 years as captain. H e rang 
and conducted his first peal at C hrist C hurch. 
M itcham , on August 6 th, 1910, it being a peal of 
G randsire D oubles and the first peal on the 
bells.

H e will m ostly be rem em bered by those who 
have visited the tower fo r his cheerful willing
ness to  help beginners. Only a week or two 
before his dea th  he was trying to  recall the 
num ber o f youngsters w ho had learnt to  handle 
a  bell in the tower. The m ethods he usually 
rang were G iandsire  and Stedm an D oubles and 
Triples, P lain Bob, K ent and O xford T reble 
Bob M inor and M ajor, but during the last 12 
m onths he had been very pleased to  take part 
in short touches of C am bridge Surprise M inor 
when enough of his friends turned up to  m ake it 
possible.

D uring  the  early sum m er o f 1949. M r. M iller 
went by a ir to  C anada to  visit a sister and to 
the U .S.A . to  visit a b ro ther whom  he had 
n o t seen fo r over 60 years. Flying was a  new 
experience fo r him  and he was surprised a t the 
com fort th a t can be enjoyed thousands of feet 
above the A tlantic. H e spoke very highly of 
the reception he received in C anada and the 
U.S.A.

H e leaves four daughters and  fou r g rand
children an d  m any old friends from  Christ 
C hurch to m ourn  their loss.

The funeral service was a t C hrist C hurch. 
M itcham , on F ebruary  17th and was conducted 
by the V icar (tbe Rev. G . S. John sto n ); m any 
of his ringing friends attended. The tenor bell, 
h a lf muffled, tolled the years before the service 
began.

The V icar, in expressing deep sym pathy with 
the family and m ourners, said M r. M iller had 
lived in the  parish since his boyhood days and 
was very widely respected. His passing had  left 
a  large gap in their m idst but they m ust thank 
G od he had lived so long to serve the C hurch. 
H is colleagues in the ringing cham ber had  lost 
a good friend and he would be sadly missed 
there. The hym n * A bide with m e ’ was sung 
and as the funeral procession left the  church 
the ‘ D ead M arch  ’ was played by the organist. 
M r. E. J . Piercey. The burial took place at 
the London R oad C em etery. M itcham . The 
chief m ourners were his daughters and sons-in- 
law ; M r. G . Pidwell (who was his schoolm ate 
and a  fellow -ringer); M r. J. Parslow , M r. J . 
H yde and the follow ing ringers, m ost o f whom 
were able to  be present a t  the church se rv ice :—  
M rs. E . Jones. S. Ball, J . Tom psett. Mrs. Allen 
(representing H . Allen), S. H ow ard, J . U den, 
T . M iller. R . Sanders. J . C hapm an, Miss A. 
C astle. Miss J . F rear, M r. and M rs. L athbury 
(Surrey A ssociation), M r. W. Passm ore (the 
College Y ouths) and M rs. Oatway (St. Jo h n ’s, 
C roydon).

A course o f  G randsire Triples was rung on 
handbells at the graveside by Messrs. R . Sanders, 
W . Passm ore, J . C hapm an and  R . Lathbury. 
A m ongst the m any floral tributes was one from  
the Surrey Association and one in tbe shape o f 
a  bell from  his past and  present colleagues a t 
C hrist C hurch , M itcham , and  St. L eonard ’s 
C hurch, S treatham . S. H .

T H R E E  G E N E R A T IO N S IN  A PEA L
D ear Sir,— H enry, C harles H . and  W illiam 

Briggs (father, son and grandson respectively) 
took  p art in a  peal o f G randsire Triples at 
Stoney S tan ton , Leicestershire, on D ecem ber 
10th, 1921.—Y ours faithfully,

H E N R Y  BR O U G H TO N .
Leicester.

M R . C. SM ITH
By the passing of M r. C harles Smith, Rod- 

bourne Cheney has lost a faithful ringer, choir- 
m an and secretary o f the Duplex scheme. He 
was ill only a few weeks and his death at the 
age o f 50 came as a shock to all who knew him. 
Some years ago he m et with a serious accident 
while follow ing his em ploym ent on the G.W.R. 
and  his ringing was restricted to the treble, but 
he was m ost regular in his attendance for 
Sunday service ringing and  will be greatly 
missed.

The funeral took place at R odbourne Cheney, 
the  bells being rung half-muffled before the 
service and the whole pull and  stand was rung 
follow ing the interm ent.

M R . W IL L IA M  H E N R Y  W A LK ER
It is with deep regret that we record the death 

o f M r. W illiam W alker, o f Boyne Hill, Maiden
head. who passed awav a t St. M ark’s Hospital, 
on F ebruary  15th, a t the age o f 74.

M r. W alker was a regular Sunday service 
ringer a t  All Saints’, Boyne Hill, fo r 60 years 
and was forem an and steeplekceper fo r a  great 
num ber of years, an office he held up to  the time 
o f his death.

H e was a  m em ber o f the O xford Diocesan 
G uild and a m em ber of the Ancient Society of 
College Y ouths. He rang his first peal in 1896. 
bu t owing to the nature  o f his w ork he was 
unable to  participate in as m any peals as he 
would have wished. H e took part in many 
peals in his own tow er, which included a peal 
of London Surprise in 1930, rung by a  local 
band. In  His younger days he was a  keen 
cricketer and was a  life m em ber o f Boyne Hill 
C ricket Club.

On F ebruary  19th his body was borne to  the 
church he  served so faithfully, there to  lie during 
the night. T he funeral the next day was pre
ceded by a  choral service a t A ll Saints’, con
ducted by the V icar, the Rev. E ric  Perkins, 
attended by relatives and  friends, including a 
num ber of ringers.

The bells he loved so m uch were rung half- 
muffled, to  touches o f Stedm an, by local and 
visiting ringers. A plain course o f Grandsire 
T riples was rung on handbells after the service, 
by fou r o f his old ringing com rades, Messrs. 
G eorge M artin , Jesse E ldridge, Thom as Good- 
child and  W illiam Judd.

In  the evening, touches of Stedm an and 
G randsire T riples were rung with the bells half
muffled as a  token o f respect and in sorrow  at 
the loss o f a  b fo ther ringer.

M R . C H A R LES TY LE R
M r. C . E . B orrett. of Sheringham . writes with 

reference to  the death o f  M r. C harles Tyler, of 
Henfield (page 61):—

I have no records to refer to  bu t I  clearly 
recollect the am azem ent caused by the records 
o f double-handed handbell peals o f Stedman 
by M r. Tyler, who conducted, and his Henfield 
men. I believe T riples, C aters and Cinques 
were scored som e time in the 1890’s o r  there
abouts. A t that time peals o f Stedm an Cinques 
on handbells could be counted on the fingers of 
one hand—tw o were rung in London and one 
in Birm ingham —so that such a peal by a  village 
band with only eight bells in their hom e tower 
was outstanding. F or the benefit and interest 
o f younger ringers, perhaps some m em ber of 
the Sussex Association w ould send particulars. 
To-day such peals are frequent b u t in the earlier 
days they were landm arks.

SEVENOAKS, K EN T.—O n F eb . t l th .  1,264 Plain 
Bob M ajor: Miss D. Corke I , Miss D . .G olding 2, H. 
Baker 3, P. Turley 4, L. Turley 5. R . P an k h u m  6. 
Miss D . Colgate 7. R . Cotlins (cond.) 8. F irst of 
Major fo r 2 and 6. A birthday com p’im ent to  Paul, 
elder son o f L . Turley and grandson o f P. Turley .'

SO U TH W A RK , L O N D O N .—O n Feb. U th , a t St. 
George-the-M artyr’s. 1.280 Cam bridge M ajor: Anne B. 
Stockdale 1, R . F . B. Speed 2, W . W illiam s 3. T. G. 
Fox 4. R . H . Begrie 5. A. Lancaster (first of Sur
prise) 6. B. D . Thrclfall 7, J. R . W orrall (first of 
Surprise M ajor as cond.) 8.
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STORY OF A GREAT RINGING CAREER
DIARY OF THE LATE MR. W. H. EUSSELL — 11

Edited by ERNEST MORRIS
A W H ITE C H A PE L  A PPO IN T M E N T

In M arch, 1884, M r. Fussell reports th a t:
* 1 went to  London and  called on M ears and 
Stainbank re  situation as bell-tuner; received 
1 0 s. railway expenses. M et Mr. Lawton, the 
new proprietor o f the business— a very nice 
gentleman— and he seemed very interested in 
my having the situation. H ad a long chat 
with him and M r. W askett, whom I m et in 
the office and he showed me over the foundry 
explaining the natu re  of the work I was re
quired to do. Saw the old bells o f Beacons- 
field which the firm had to  make up into a 
ring o f eight.

‘ Little did I th ink  when I copied the inscrip
tions off them , that 1 should next see them  at 
the foundry. T he very coat I was w earing a t 
the time was m arked with grease off them , 
obtained on  my last visit a t C hristm as to 
Beaconsfield . . . .

‘ In the evening went to  St. M artin 's  and 
rang in a  touch of Stedm an C a te rs : very bad 
ringing as several young hands were in it. 
The rest o f the evening was spent in practising 
for a peal o f Stedm an Cinques to-m orrow  
(Saturday) and  a peal o f Treble 12 on the  27th 
inst.’

Later, M r. Fussell says he went to  the 
foundry, saw M r. Law ton and M r. W askett, 
also G reenleaf, and  m ade a tria l on the lathe 
at handbell turning. Then left a t 5 p.m . The 
next day he went again and w orked till 5.30 
p.m. a t the la th e : ‘ m ade very fair progress and 
arranged to sta rt work on M onday.’ On this 
day he ‘ began operations as a bcll-tuner— 
added fo u r in fro n t of a  ring o f 1 2 , tw o semi
tones and replaced three cracked bells in a 
ring fo r Shaw H igham .’

Often he quotes various bells coming into 
the foundry as, fo r in stan ce : ‘ Several -o ld  
bells were broken up with a  ham m er in the 
foundry to-day. I t seemed sorrow ful to  have 
the poor old things destroyed to go in to  the 
furnace again, if one considers the num ber of 
years they resounded to  m any past generations, 
and after a long life the old and feeble thus
destroyed. Several were from  D r a y to n ..............
W ent back to  the foundry to see some bells 
run but, owing to  the wood for firing being 
dam p, it did n o t take place till later fo r the 
metal to  get in condition. This was my first 
view of bell-casting and the perform ance is 
very interesting as well as m om entous to  those 
concerned in the w ork. There were seven 
bells in the p it, the largest o f 3 cwt. o f four 
fo r W ollaston, two bells to a ring o f five fo r 
G reat Bentley and two o thers, one fo r the 
eight going to Crystal Palace— excellent castings 
they afterw ards proved, and  good quality .’ 
During the tim e the bells were a t Crystal 
Palace Exhibition M r. Fussell w ent 'almost 
daily  to  chim e tunes, etc., on them .

Being in London gave M r. Fussell oppor
tunities o f m eeting m any ringers, attending 
practices and meetings o f the various societies 
and he m ade the m ost o f these. H is d iary tells 
of visits alm ost daily and of m any peal a t
tem pts, some of which were successful. F or 
instance he 1 w ent to St. L eonard ’s. Shoreditch 
— met a lot o f the C um berland Society and 
pulled off fo r the first time on 1 2  bells and rang 
a quarter peal o f T reble 12; 30 leads. 1,440 
changes, in I ho u r 23 m inutes, the  striking re
ported to  be good considering it was difficult 
to  hear the trebles speak.’

W ITH  T H E  C O L L EG E  Y O U TH S
Again afte r work a t the foundry he * had a 

walk over Southw ark Bridge to St. Saviour’s . . . 
me: M r. H aw orth and many o f  the College

Y ouths Society I had  never m et before— M r. S. 
M uskett, Pettitt. G eorge D orrington, etc. Saw 
the com pany’s peal books which were certainly 
very interesting. Also saw the cup presented by 
J. A. H aw orth  and  the original one o f 1783. 
R outh  was present. G reenleaf, whom I am 
working under a t the foundry, was presiding 
as M aster a t the m eeting.’

In A pril, 1884, he says th a t a fter ringing the 
tenor a t the Chapel of Ease, Hollow ay R oad, 
he was on the way home when he saw the 
reflection o f a large fire in the City which re
sulted in dam age of £2 0 , 0 0 0  a t prem ises in 
Paternoster Row, mostly belonging to book
binders and publishers.

H is first attem pt fo r a peal on m ore than  
eight bells was a t St. Clem ent D anes’, where he 
took part in one o f G randsire C aters in 3 hours 
40 m inutes. This was fo r St. Jam es’ Society. 
A fter the peal he went on dow n the Strand 
and  arrived  a t St. M artin ’s in tim e to  hear a 
peal o f T reble 12 begin. ‘ The striking was bad 
and N ewson called Stand. A fresh sta rt was 
m ade at 6  o ’clock and I heard  the first hour. 
Then I went to St. P au l’s fo r the first tim e with 
H aw orth. Let the eighth dow n. H eard  some 
Stedm an Cinques rung. There can be no doubt 
that, as a  ringing cham ber, St. P au l’s is un 
equalled. I t was announced in the daily papers 
there would be ringing and this was the means 
o f a  large crowd of people congregating in the 
neighbourhood, filling all round the churchyard.

‘ F . E . D a we, w ho had been ill through 
blood poison by inhaling foul smell had 
been absent the last four weeks. W ent into the 
G oose and  G rid iron  afterw ards.’

PER SO N A L M EM O R IES ’ !
M r. Fussell says on one occasion he ‘ went 

up into St M arv’s tower a t W hitechapel when 
the bells were being chimed—by clocking—for
7 p.m . service. T ried some D oubles with the 
steeplekeeper and  two young m en.’ I t  was 
here where the present w riter rang the tenor 
to  the hardest peal he ever rem em bers ringing. 
This was with the late W illiam and  Bob Pye and 
T . Coles. I t will be recalled th a t a  few years 
ago th is event was ‘ aired ’ in these columns.

A N  E C C E N TR IC  O LD  FELLO W
W hen a t  hom e in Slough at E aster, M r. 

Fussell relates tha t he. his b ro ther and J . Parker 
w ent to Uxbridge and ‘ gave o ld Tiny Hastings 
(of St. M argaret’s Church) a  look-up in the 
Bell Y ard, and  he seemed quite pleased, in 
viting us to  come again. H e seemed to  be a 
very eccentric old fellow, and  his room  (or 
ra ther w orkshop, living room  and study com 
bined) presented a  very muggy and  m usty in
terio r, quite devoid o f  any com forts. Gave 
the o ld m an sixpence and went our way to 
R ickm answ orth. A fter walking some distance 
we m ade enquiries fo r the righ t road. Follow 
ing the way pointed o u t we found ourselves two 
miles fu rther away, nearing the village of Ruislip. 
This unexpected stretch in o u r already long 
journey dam ped o u r spirits so th a t we a t once 
d ropped into a friendly inn to  enquire the way. 
W e retraced o u r steps and a t length arrived at 
Hareficld. H ere the whole place was busy and 
quite lively, it  being the village ‘ w ake.’ D uring  
the journey I picked a long withy pole and 
used it as a staff to  walk by. I was, therefore, 
cutely gazed on when I arrived am id the crowd 
of yokels, some saying I was an athlete and 
going to  com pete a t the sports. Still we 
trudged on and  a t last got to  R ickm answ orth a t
2  o’clock.

‘ H ere we m et the rest o f the band and my 
long pole was carefully rested in a corner of 
the “  G eorge ” after his six-mile journey. I

com m enced to  feed heart »ly on a  good piece of 
boiled beef and pickles, afterw ards some ta rt 
and jellies to  the expense of Is. 6 d., and I 
thoroughly enjoyed the meal and, by all appear
ance so did my b ro ther and Parker. We went 
to  the tower and rang Reeves’ V ariation  of 
H o lt’s 10 p art in 3 hours 10 m inutes. This was 
the  first on the bells for 65 yeais. There were 
five peal boards in the belfry, all in bad con
dition . The bells are a grand ring, tenor 24 cwt.

‘ I think I did enough walking this Easter. 
Ten miles yesterday, 17 on Sunday. Parker was 
done up by the time he got to F arnham — it 
would be a 28 miles walk fo r him . W e fre
quently had  to  shelter on o u r journey from  
ra in  show ers. There were a  few nice little 
talkative tales on the way, some no t modest 
enough to  repeat here fo r o ther eyes to  read  !

‘ C ertainly ringers are curious m en, their 
ways are m any. O ur peal was fo r St. Jam es’ 
Society, four being College Y ouths, 4-5-6-7 men 
C um berlands, all in a row—strange ! On M on
day the C um berlands attem pted 13,000 a t 
Fu lham  bu t it failed after 6  hours 33 m inutes.’ 

A V ISIT  ro  M A TTH EW  A W OOD
M r. Fussell went to ring fo r service a t St. 

M atthew ’s, Bethnal G reen (a 504 G randsire 
Triples) and afterw ards ‘ went into M r. W ood's 
hom e opposite and  there saw Messrs. C ooter, 
Dwight, H aw ard and others— this was quite a 
ringers’ den. The “  Bell News ”  was carefully 
handed round  to  m ost of those present who 
were subscribers. W ent to  service a t St. M ary’s, 
W hitechapel, in the evening.’

O ne week-end he returned to  Slough and 
went over to  F arnham . The R ector (the Rev. 
M arshall) was present, and during his stay of 
an hour M r. Fussell says: ‘ I frequently  gave 
divers suggestions and  hints fo r two new trebles, 
but the m ean old gentlem an m ade m any ex
cuses fo r spending the m oney on o ther re
quirem ents.’ L ater M r. Fussell w rites: ‘ H ar
rington is falling away from  all ringing m eet
ings. “  so m uch fo r being m arried .”  I suppose 
he will soon be tired and again resum e his old 
ways by regular attendance. Perhaps 1 m ay be 
m arried  a t some fu tu re time and then be able 
to  account fo r the home attendance being in 
preference to  ringing m eetings.’

A N O T H E R  D O G  STORY
In  M ay, 1884. M r. Fussell went to C am ber

well fo r a peal o f D ouble N orw ich C ourt Bob. 
H e sa y s : Barrett was in poor condition for 
ringing having gout in his foot badlv which 
compelled him  to  stop after one hour. “  C arlo ,” 
H opkins’ dog. was in the tow er quietly sleeping 
while the ringing was on. T he dog has stayed 
in towers on m any occasions with both  the 
H opkins throughout a  peal.’

A R O Y A L BIRTH D A Y
This is how  M r. Fussell spent his tim e on 

the Q ueen’s b irth d a y :. ‘ Left F oundry  10 a.m . 
and went a t once to  St. Bride’s. F leet Street, 
rang call-changes on back ten. F rom  here to 
St. Sepulchre’s (ten bells) and finished a t noon. 
R ode to  W estm inster Abbey and heard the old 
heavy s ix ; went up  the tow er w here I found 
it in a very d irty  condition—a disgrace to  the 
authorities. R ang the tenor fo r once. Then 
went to St. M argaret’s nearby and rang till
1.30. F rom  here, walked to St. M artin ’s bu t 
all ringers had gone, so went to  St. Clem ent 
D anes’ and saw C. F . W inney. W aited about 
but no one ram e. Then I went to Holloway 
and a t the Chanel o f Ease rane  some Stedm an 
Triples. Then back to  K ing’s Cross and so on 
to  S tar S treet. Paddington, where there is a 
good ring o f eieht bells packed into a wretched, 
small tower, hung fo u r over others. R a n e  Bob 
M ajor. T he day w as very hot and after ringing 
a t six tow ers, 1  found  I had  had  enough fo r 
one day.’

(To be continued)

LO N D O N .— At St. G iles-in-the-Fields on Feb. l t tb .
1,264 Plain Bob M aior: G . A. Parsons 1. Miss I. B. 
Cording 2. Mrs. M. Hodgson 3, C. E. Lankestcr 4, A. 
Cutler 5. E . H . K ilby 6, M. Hodgson 7, I.. Bowler
(cond.) 8.
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GUILD of DEVONSHIRE RINGERS 
Meeting at Bridgerule

The N .W . Branch o f the G uild  held its annua] 
m eeting a t Bridgerule on F ebruary  10th and 
about 35 members and friends were present. 
The service was conducted by the R ector (the 
Rev. F . H . K ingdon) and  the Rev. W. H . Raven- 
hill read  the lesson.

Tea was served a t C hurch Tow n F arm . A t 
the business m eeting a credit balance of 
£7 2s. 9d. was reported . All the officers—Rev. 
W. H . Ravenhill (chairm an), M r. J. W. Sang- 
win (secretary), M r. F . Sangwin (Ringing M as
ter), Rev. W. H . Smale, M r. W . H. R. Smale 
and M r. F . Sangwin (representatives to the 
general committee)— were re-elected. M r. G . 
A bbott was elected as a m em ber and M r. W .
A. R . Bray as a non-resident m em ber.

I t  was decided th a t the July m eeting be, 
if agreed, a jo in t one with the Exeter Branch 
at O keham pton and tha t the next annual m eet
ing shall be held a t Sutcom be. The R ector 
was thanked fo r his excellent address and the 
use o f his bells. The organist. M rs. Bath, the 
local ringers and the ladies who catered so well 
were also thanked.

Ringers from  Plym outh, S tra tton , M arham - 
church. Holsw orthy. Lifton. Pyworthy, O ke
ham pton, Bradw orthy and Sutcom be as well as 
the local band were present. T he bells were 
kept going with rounds, Stedm an and G randsire 
Triples.

BARNSLEY DISTRICT SOCIETY
A  very successful meeting was held at Roys- 

ton on February 10th, about 30 m em bers being 
present from  Barnsley, D oncaster. Dronfield, 
Cawthorne. C rofton , Felkirk, H orbury , Sandal, 
Shelley, Sprotborough and the local com pany.

T ea was served in the church schools. T he 
business m eeting as held in the same room , the 
president. M r. N . F . M oxon, being in the cliiiir. 
F ou r new members were elected. Thanks were 
given to  the Vicar fo r the use o f the bells and 
to M r. S. D ance and the local com pany fo r 
m aking the arrangem ents

T he M arch m eeting will be held at Felk irk  
as a  farewell m eeting to  the Vicar, the Rev. 
D onald  M oxon, w ho is leaving soon after 
Easter to take up new duties a t Brighouse.

F u rth e r  ringing follow ed until about 8.30 
p.m . in a variety o f m ethods including som e of 
the old favourites; good use was made of the 
bells during  the afternoon and evening.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 
Rochdale Branch’s Party

On F ebruary  3rd. the Rochdale Branch of the  ' 
Lancashire Association held their annual party. 
This tim e it was St. M ark’s. G lodw ick. who 
were the hosts. The first contingent arrived by 
m otor coach from  Rochdale and whilst the non
ringing women folk took the first bus to  the 
tow n’s shonoing centre, the rineers eot to work 
on the ra ther sweet-toned ring of eight. All 
sections were catered fo r in th e 'r in g in g : rounds 
and th irds fo r the learners, up to  the m ore 
advanced classes.

A t 4.30 they all filed into the church where 
the V icar (the Rev. R . H C adm anl conducted 
the service T he St. M ark’s ringers provided 
the organist, the soloist and the lesson reader. 
A  very appropriate  address, with bells as the 
m ain them e, was given by M r. John W hitw orth, 
one o f the churchw ardens. Tea followed in 
the schoolroom , the com nany num bering 60.

U ntil the social evening eot into its stride, 
some o f the ringers returned to  the tower fo r 
a few quick touches, and then to  ‘ brine them 
in.’ Both old tim e and m odern dancing kept 
everyone busy and short breathing spaces 
brought back the soloist and the O ldham  H an d 
bell R ingers, w ho were verv well received with 
all tunes. M r. W hitw orth presented a few 
typical stories o f the tim e-hono"red  tynes of 
cotton mill w orkers—a never-ending sout'ce of 
am usem ent m this part o f the Country.

SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION 
Western Division at Pulborough

Twenty-two towers were represented by 62 
ringers a t the annual m eeting o f the W estern 
Division o f the Sussex C ounty A ssociation held 
a t Pulborough on February  17th.

The R ector (the Rev. G . H . W. Royle) and 
M rs. Royle contributed  largely to  the success 
o f the m eeting and  prepared tea in the Rectory.

M r. G . W . Cecil paid his first visit to  the 
Division as M aster of the Association and re
ceived a  warm welcome as he took the chair 
fo r the business m eeting.

T he report fo r 1950 showed an  increase in 
m em bership bu t a  slight loss financially on the 
year’s w orking. Only one ring o f bells (the five 
a t Pagham ) is unringable in the Division. R e
storations have been com pleted during the year 
at A rundel, Am berley, Lyminster and S. H arting. 
Officers were re-e lected ; a ballot fo r a new 
com m ittee proved w ithout a doubt the con
fidence the m eeting had in the retiring m em bers.

T hanks were expressed to  all who nad helped 
with the arrangem ents, particularly  the R ector 
and M rs. Royle fo r the splendid tea, and to  the 
M aster fo r a ttending and presiding.

R inging was som ew hat difficult owing to  the 
confined space, bu t the attendance o f so m any 
young people was very encouraging.

NOTICES
The charge for one insertion of a notice of 

■ meeting is one penny per word, minimum 2s. 
For additional insertions with no change nut- 
half above charge for each insertion.

Other notices one penny per word, minimum 
2>. 6d.

All notice* must be prepaid.
N otices must be received not later than 

M oaday.

BIRTH S
CORBY.—O n Sunday, F ebruary  25th. 1951, 

a t 83, H urstboum e R oad, Forest Hill. S.E.23, 
to  Lucile fnde H ubbert), wife o f  Philip A. 
Corby, a  daughte-, Judith  M ary (a sister fo r 
Andrew). 8471

SM IT H .— At M ount A lvem ia, G odalm ing, 
Surrey, on F ebruary  17th. 1951, to Joan (n&  
H errington), wife of C. Ernest Sm ith, of 1, 
G reen Lane, Fam com be, G odalm ing, a  son, 
(M alcolm  Alan). 8474

FORTHCOM ING M ARRIAGE
T he m arriage o f M r. D erek Chatfield and 

Miss B renda Philpott takes place at St. D un- 
stan’s C hurch , C anterbury , on M arch 31st, a t
2.30 p.m . A ll friends welcome at the church.

8472

D EA TH
B IR D .— Suddenly, on February  1st, 1951, a t 

54, Russell Street, K ettering, Frances Ellen, the 
beloved wife o f C harles W. Bird. 8464

HANDBELLS W ANTED
W A N T ED .—A set o f eight handbells. M ust 

be in good order and reasonable price.— W ood
house, Spaxton C ourt, Bridgwater, Sussex. 8478

HANDBELLS FOR SALE
F O R  SALE.— Eight handbells— tenor size 9—  

perfect, as new, in wooden attache case. Ideal 
fo r peal ringing. W hat offers?—N . Chaddock. 
33, Brecklands, Broom , R otherham . 8457

PU BLIC A TIO N S 
‘ C H U R C H  BELLS A N D  R IN G E R S O F 

N O R W IC H .’ by A. G. G . T hurlow , 5s. 6 d . post 
free from  the au thor, St. C lem ent’s Rectory,
3, Colegate. Norwich. An account o f  the bells 
of one o f E ngland 's most h istoric cities, weH 
illustrated with plans, cross sections and  pic
tures. Second edition, m hch im proved ; no 
increase in price. r i f

By arrangem ent with the O xfordshire Record 
Society the au thor has fo r sale a limited num
ber o f reprints o f ‘ T H E  C H U R C H  BELLS OF 
O X F O R D S H IR E .’ Volume I. was published 
last y e a r ; Volume II. will be published early 
next m onth. The two rem aining volumes wiil 
be published (DV) a t yearly intervals. Anyone 
requiring the complete work (four volumes), 
price 1 0 s. 6 d. per volume, as they are published,

Blease com m unicate with M r. Frederick Sharp, 
lerwen, L aunton, Bicester, Oxon. 8367

M ISCELLANEOUS
H Y T H E, K E N T .—Please note that the ring

ing practice night has been changed from  Friday 
to Tuesday, com m encing M arch 6 th . 8460 

O X FO R D  U N IV ER SIT Y  S O C IE T Y —The 
tour will be held from  April 6 th to  12th. Will old 
m em bers interested com m unicate with W. G. 
Thom as, Jesus College? 8467

G E T  YOUR • R IN G IN G  W ORLD ’ regularly 
each Friday m orning by becoming a postal 
subscriber. Send £1 for 1951 subscription to 
Mrs. E. K . Fletcher, The W hite House, Caister- 
on-Sea, N orfolk.

PEA L  C A R D S can now be ordered at 5s. a 
set of 12, post free (m inim um  charge). Order 
and rem ittance m ust be sent with peal report.

M E E T IN G S 
ESSEX A SSO C IA TIO N  —  South Eastern 

Division.— M eeting, D anbury , Saturday, March 
3rd. Belts (6 ) 2.30 p.m . Service 4.15 p.m. 
N um bers fo r tea to  Everett, 24, The Chase, 
Boreham . 8386

K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N  —Roches
ter D istrict.—A m eeting will be held at Frinds- 
bury (8 ) on Saturday, M arch 3rd. Ringing 3 
p.m . Service 4.30 p.m ., follow ed by tea in the 
Village Hall. 8408

ELY  D IO C ESA N  A S S O C IA T IO N —Cam 
bridge D istrict.—Little Shelford (5), Saturday, 
M arch 3rd. 3 p.m . Service 4.15. T ea 5, at 
Prince Regent.— H . L. M artin . 8438

H E N R Y  JO H N SO N  C O M M E M O R A T IO N  
D IN N E R — M arch 3rd, Ringing arrangem en ts: 
St. C h ad ’s (8 ) 1.30— 2.30. Bishop Ryder's 
(8 ) 2— 3. Aston f12) 3—4 St. M artin ’s (12) 
3.30— 4.30. C athedral (12)) 4— 5.30.—G . E. 
Fearn . (Phone SPR 1025.) 8449

L A D IE S’ G U IL D — W est M idland District. 
— M eeting a t M eriden, M arch 3rd. Bells (5) 3. 
Tea available. 8453

PET ER B O R O U G H  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D .— 
N ortham pton Branch.—D allington. M arch 3rd. 
Bells 3.30. N am es fo r tea to M r Eric Nobles. 
H on. Sec.. 48. M illway. D uston, N orthan ts. 8436 

S H E F F IE L D  A N D  D IS T R IC T  SO C IETY .— 
The annual m eeting will be held at R anm oor 
on Saturday. M arch  3rd. Bells (10) a t 3 p.m. 
N am es fo r tea to  M r. E . G . D ickens, 18, G is
borne R oad, Sheffield. 11. Very im portant 
business. A eood attendance is requested.— 
J E. Turley. H on. Sec. 8429

SU FFO LK  G U IL D —H alesw orth D istrict.— 
M eeting at Bramfield (5) 3 p .m ., on Saturday. 
M arch 3rd. Service a t 4.30. T ea a t 5 p.m .— 
R . S Pavne. H on Sec 8443

SU R R EY  A S S O C IA T IO N — Southern D is
tric t.— Q uarterly  m eeting at Redhill (8 ), on S atur
day. M arch 3rd. R inpine 3. Service 4. Tea and 
meeting 4.30, rineing after. 8427

SUSSEX ASSOC1A1 IO N — N orthern  — Prac
tice meeting. W est H oathly (6 ), Saturday 
M arch 3rd a t 3 p.m . 8454

M ID D L ESE X  A SSO CIA TIO N . —  Ernest 
T u rn er will give ano ther talk on * C onducting .’ 
in St. G iles-in-the-Fields’ V estry, a t 7 p.m.. 
W ednesday. M arch 7th. 8446

D U D L E Y  A N D  D IS T R IC T  G U IL D — An
nual meeting. Saturday, M arch 10th. at Dudley. 
Bells 2.30. G uild service 4.15. conducted by the

President, Rev. C anon J. W aring. This will 
e the president's last n » iM  service before 

leaving fo r N orw ich C athedral, so a good 
attendance, please. Tea and m eeting 5 o’clock. 
N am es fo r tea essential by M arch  6th to  F- 
Colclough, H all P ark  Street, Bilston. 8447
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H E R T FO R D  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N  — 
Western D istrict.— M eeting a t R edboum  (6 ), 
Saturday, M arch 10th, 2.30 p.m . N am es fo r 
tea by M arch 7th, to M r. J . H obbs, 84, High 
Street, R edbourn .—P . A . M artin , D is. Sec.

8440
K EN T C O U N TY  A SSO CIA TIO N .—C anter

bury D istrict.— By-meeting, L ittlebourne, M arch 
10th Bells 2.30. Service 4.15. Tea Is. 6 d . per 
head. N am es for tea with cost enclosed to 
reach me not later than W ednesday, M arch 7th.
B. J . Luck. 20, Beaconsfield R oad, C anterbury.

8442
O X FO R D  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D .—G eneral 

committee meeting, St. M ary’s C hurch  House, 
The Butts, Reading, M arch 10th, 3 p.m . Ser
vice, St. Laurence’s, 4.30 p.m . Tea, St. M ary’s 
Church H ouse, 5.15 p.m . Special general m eet
ing immediately afterw ards. Ringing St. 
Laurence’s and C aversham , 3 p.m . N am es for 
tea by M arch 3rd, please, to  P. J . Dyke, 77 
Audley Street, Reading.— W . H ibbert, G en. 
Sec. 8434

EAST G R IN ST E A D  G U IL D .— A nnual m eet
ing, East G rinstead , M arch 10th. Bells (8 ) 3. 
Service a t 4.30. Tea and business in small Parish 
Hall. N am es to  Miss Shepherd, 34, C antelupe 
Road, East G rinstead.—C. A. Bassett. 8435 

LIN C O LN  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D —E astern 
B ranch—T he annual m eeting will be held at 
Boston on Saturday, M arch 10th. Bells from
2.30. Service 4.15. T ea a t 5 in M em orial Hall 
Im p o rta n t! N am es fo r tea m ust reach r e by 
Monday, M arch 5 th ; no nam es, no tea.- W.
E. C larke, H on. Sec., 99, N orfo lk  Street, Boston, 
Lincs. 8437

SU RREY  A SSO CIA TIO N . —  M arch 10th. 
Annual general m eeting, C roydon. Parish 
Church bells (12) 3. Service 5, a t which the A rch
deacon will dedicate a m em orial tablet to  the 
late Cyril F . Johnston . Tea. by k ind  invitation 
of M rs. C . F. Johnston , a t Croydon Bell Foun
dry, fo r those notifying, by M arch 6 th , D . 
Cooper, 51, W addon R oad, C roydon.— W. F. 
Oatway. H on. Sec. 8424

PET ER B O R O U G H  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D  —  
St. Peter’s, W eedon Bee, N ortham pton , M arch 
10th, a t 3 p.m . D edication o f two new trebles, 
installed by John T aylor and C o.. m aking ring 
of eight. N am es for tea by M arch 3rd to  R. 
Smith, 2, T he Hollies, South Street, W eedon 
Bee, N o rth am p to n ; no nam e, no tea—this is 
definite. 8432

SO U TH W ELL G U IL D . —  N o rth  N otts 
Branch.— A nnual m eeting at R e tfo rd , Saturday, 
March 10th. East R etfo rd  (10), W est R etford  
(6 ) and O rdsall (6 ) available. Service a t 4.15. 
Tea at Pheasant Hotel at 5 p.m . only fo r those 
who notify, by M arch 6 th. M r. K. Beardsall, 
48, T rent Street. R e tfo rd — H. D enm an. 8422 

B E D FO R D SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N . —  Big
gleswade D istrict.— A m eeting will be held a t 
Arlesey on Saturday, M arch 1 0 th . Bells (6 )
3 p.m . Tea a t 5—C . J . Ball, 25, Tem psford 
Road. Sandy. 8490

C H ESTER D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— G rappen- 
hall Branch —  Meeting at D aresbury, M arch 
10th. Advise, if reauiring  tea, J . W orrall, 5, 
Causeway Avenue, W arrington.—Jo h n  E . Ash
croft. H on. S jr . 8462 

C H ESTER  D IO C ESA N  G U IL D . —  W irral 
Branch. —  T hird annual dinner, en tertainm ent 
and dance. Coach and Horses Inn , M oreton, 
Saturday. M arch 10th. 5.45 p.m to  12 m idnight. 
Tickets (15s. each) still available.— A. J . M artin , 
19, Falcon R oad Birkenhead. 8495 

ELY D IO C ESA N  A S S O C IA T IO N — H unts 
D istrict.— Eynesbury, Saturday. M arch  10th. 
Bells (6 ) 3 p.m . Service 4.30. O w n tea arrange
ments. 8487 

G LO U C ESTER  A N D  BR ISTO L ASSOCIA
TIO N .— Swindon Branch.—R odbourne Cheney 
(6 ), M arch 10th. Tea —W. B. Kynaston . 3 7 ,  
Vicarage R oad, R odbourne Cheney, Swindon.

8459
H E R T FO R D  C O U N TY  A SSO CIA TIO N  —  

N orthern D istrict.—M eeting a t Stevenage (8 ), 
Saturday. M arch 1 0 th . 3 p.m . Service 4.30. 
Tea 5 p m. N am es fo r tea. please, by M arch 
7th, to  M r. W. Lawrence, 97. Letchm ore R oad. 
Stevenage.— A. E! SymondS, D is. Sec. 8485

SO U TH  O F  E N G L A N D  R IN G E R S ’ 
RA LLY  and G E O R G E  W ILLIA M S 

C O M M E M O R A T IO N  D IN N E R
(Salisbury and  W inchester and P orts

m outh G uilds)
C H R IST C H U R C H , SA T., M A Y  5th

D inner a t  W ick F erry  R estauran t, 6  p.m .
T ickets 10s. each

C hristchurch  bells (12) available during  
day. Some peal attem pts could be 

arranged.

C oach T our o f D istrict Tow ers will be 
also arranged if sufficient dem and notified 
by April 14th (approx. cost 8 /- per head). 
Please address your requirem ents and 
queries to  A rthu r V. Davis, 116, Alma 
R oad, B ournem outh, a t an early date.

G LO U C ESTER  A N D  BR ISTO L A SSOCIA
T IO N .— W otton-under-Edge Branch.— M eeting 
a t Yate (6 ), M arch 10th. N otify fo r tea by 
M arch  6 th, to  M ary D rew , Bibstone F arm , 
C rom hall. 8499

L A N C A SH IR E  A SSO CIA TIO N . —  1 o  aU 
com m ittee m em bers. N ext com m ittee m eeting 
M arch 10th, Town H all, M anchester, N o  4 
Com m ittee R oom , 3.30 p.m . Im portan t m eet
ing. 8^98

SU F F O L K  G U IL D .— Sudbury D i s t r i c t -  
M eeting a t Sudbury, Saturday, M arch 10th, 3 
p .m ., a t St. G regory 's. St. P eter’s and  All 
Sain ts’ available a t 6.30 on request. Tea 5 p jn . 
a t Pim pernel Cafe, K ing Street, fo r those send
ing nam es to A. A. F itch , 7, C ro ft R oad, Sud
bury, Suffolk. 8496

LA D IES G U IL D .— W estern D istrict.— The 
annual m eeting will be held a t W rington on 
S aturday, M arch 10th. Bells from  3 o ’clock. 
Service 4.30. Tea and m eeting to follow. N am es 
fo r tea to M rs. K night, W oolm ers, Cleeve, near 
Bristol.— N . G . W illiams, 20, M acaulay, Bath

8481
L A N C A SH IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N — R ochdale 

B ranch. —  M eeting at St. T hom as’, Newhey, 
M arch 10th. Ringing from  3 p.m .—F . 
P ritchard . 8494

L EIC ESTER  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D —Join t 
m eeting o f Leicester and Syston D istricts, Bel- 
grave, Saturday, M arch 10th. Bells (8 ) 3. Ser
vice 4.30. T ea 5, in Abbey Lane room . N am es, 
by W ednesday, M arch 7th, to  J .  R . Sm ith, 75, 
W oodville R oad . Leicester. 8466

L EIC ESTER  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D —Lough
borough D istrict.— Hugglescote, March 1 0 th . 
R inging 2,30. Service 4.30. Tea, Schoolroom , 
5. N am es, by W ednesday, 7th, to  H . Over, 
130, A shburton  R oad, Hugglescote.— C. W. HalJ.

8468
M ID D L ESE X  A SSO C IA TIO N  A N D  L O N 

D O N  G U IL D .—N orth  and East D istrict.—  
M eeting at S t. M ary M agdalene’s, H ollow ay, on 
S aturday, M arch 10th, 3 p.m . Service, tea and 
business.—T . J . Lock. Dis. Sec. 8484

M ID D L ESE X  A S S O C IA T IO N — T he annual 
supper and social o f the South and W est D is
tric t a t C hurch Hall, H eston, Saturday, M arch 
10th, 6  p .m . T ickets, 8 s. 6 d., available from  
Tow er Secretaries and F . F inch, closing date 
W ednesday, M arch 7th. H eston bells 3.30 —
F . F inch . 8488

O X FO R D  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D . —  C entral 
Bucks Branch.— A quarterly  m eeting at D inton, 
Saturday, M arch 10th. Bells (6 ) at 2.45. Ser
vice 4. Tea 4.45.— E . F . G ibbard , 30, H orn  
S treet, W inslow, Bucks. 8473

SA LISBU R Y  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D — N orth  
D orset Branch.— Q uarterly  m eeting a t Shilling- 
stone on M arch 10th a t 3. V isitors welcome.— 
R ev. W m. U phill, S tour Provost Rectory, 
G illingham , D orset. 8463

SH R O PSH IR E  A SSO C IA TIO N . —  W hit
church, Saturday, M arch  10th, 2.30.— E. J. 

R ow e, 6 , C hurch Street, Broseley. 8492
ST. D A V ID ’S G U IL D —Q uarterly  m eeting 

a t L landovery ( 6  bells), M arch 10th. Service
3.30 p.m . Tea and business m eeting to follow. 
N am es fo r tea to  C. H . H aw kins, 2, M achynis 
R oad . N ew  D ock , Llanelly, C arm s. 8461 

W O R C E S fE R S H IR E  A N D  D ISTR IC T S 
A SSO C IA TIO N .—Southern B ranch—Q uarterly  
meeting. Cleve P rio r. Saturday, M arch 10th. 
Bells 3 p.m . Service 4.30. T ea. N am es, by 
M arch  8 th please, to  W . J .  N ew m an, 7, N ew  
R oad , H am pton , Evesham . 8486

L EIC ESTER  D IO C E SA N  G U IL D .— M arket 
H arborough  D istrict.—N . K ilw orth. Saturday, 
M arch 10th. Bells (5) 3. Service 4.30, . T ea 5. 
Pleasfe notify  by M arch 7th, L . W . Allen, High 
Street, G t. G lenn. 8475

D E R B Y SH IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N — Peak D is
tric t.— Meeting a t Youlgrave (8 ). Saturday, 
M arch 17th, 3 p.m . Tea and sandwiches fo r all 
a t the Bull’s H ead.— D ennis Scott, H on. Sec.

8476
T H E  D U R H A M  & N EW C A STLE D IO C E 

SAN A SSO C IA TIO N .—The Joseph W. Parker 
C om m em oration M eeting will be held a t St. Ig
natiu s’, Sunderland, on S aturday, M arch 17th. 
Will m em bers requiring tea (approxim ately 
2s. 6 d. each) please notify M r. F . Ainsley, 30, 
A ysgarth A venue, G rangetow n, Sunderland, not 
la ter than M arch 14th.—John  A . Brown, H on. 
Sec. .  8456

ESSEX A SSO C IA TIO N .— N orthern  Division. 
— M eeting a t Earls Colne. Saturday, M arch 
17th. Bells (8 ) from  2.30. Service 4.30. Nam es 
fo r tea to  F . Ridgwell, Q ueen’s R oad, Earls 
C olne, near Colchester. 8491

H IL L IN G D O N , M ID D L ESE X .—A  special 
evening practice will be held a t St. Jo h n ’s on 
S aturday, M arch 17th, from  6  to  8,30 p.m . All 
ringers welcomed.—F . W. G oodfellow , Tow er 
Sec. 8458

K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N  • A shford 
D istrict) and H A W K H U R ST  A N D  DIS
T R IC T  G U IL D . —  Jo in t m eeting Saturday, 
M arch 17th. Full details next week. 8483 

L A D IE S’ G U IL D .— M idland D istrict.—M eet
ing, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, M arch 17th. Bells 
available 2.30 p.m . Service 4.15 p.m . Tea
4.45 p.m . a t R adford’s Cafe, Bath Street. N am es 
fo r tea. not later than M arch 14th, to M r. E. 
W. Beadsmoore, Lyncroft, Packington Road, 
A shby-de-la-Zouch. All ringers welcome.— Jill 
Poole, H on. Sec. 8465

SELBY A N D  D IS T R IC T  SO C IETY . —  
M onthly meeting, C arlton-juxta-Snaith , Satur
day. M arch 17th. Bells (6 ) 2. Service 4.30. 
T ea 5. Please notify, before M arch 15th, Miss 
L. C rom ac, Low Street, C arlton , G oole.—L. M . 
W oodhead, H on. Sec. 8470

SO U TH W ELL G U IL D —N ew ark D i s t r i c t -  
M eeting at N orth  M uskham , Saturday. M arch 
17th, 2.30 p.m . Service 4.15 p.m . Tea 5 p.m . 
fo r those notifying, by previous Tuesday, H . J. 
C loxton, Holm e, near N ew ark 8469

K E N T  C O U N TY  A SSO C IA TIO N . —  Pre
lim inary.— A nnual m eeting a t T onbridge, Easter 
M onday. N om inations o f representatives for 
C entral Council (with nam e of proposer and 
seconder) m ust reach me by M arch 12th, latest. 
— G . H. Spice, 35, W oodstock R oad. Sitting- 
b oum e. 8439

N O R W IC H  D IO C E SA N  A SSO C IA TIO N  — 
A nnual general m eeting, Easter M onday, M arch 
26th, at N orw ich. Lunch. M ancroft Youth 
C entre. 1 p.m . Admission only by ticket, which 
m ust be o rdered , enclosing rem ittance. 4s. each, 
before Saturday, M arch 17th. Business meeting 
after lunch. Bells av ailab le :— M ancroft (1 2 )  
and  St. G iles’ (8 ). 10 to  11.45 and 2.30 onw ards; 
St. John de Sepulchre (8 ). St. M iles’ (8 ) and St. 
St. G eorge’s. Colegate (6 ). 2.30 onw ards. Service 
M ancroft, 12; preacher Rev. A. St. J . H eard ,

President. R em ittance for lunch to G en. Sec., 
ev. A . G . G . Thurlow , 3, Colegate, N orw ich, 

before M arch 17th. 8489
(C ontinued on next page) '■
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NOTICES—Continued
G U IL D  O F  D E V O N SH IR E  R IN G E R S . —  

A nnual Festival, N ew ton A bbot, Easter M on
day, M arch 26th. Service, St. L eonard’s C hurch,
12.15 p.m . Luncheon, W olborough Parish Hall, 
1 p.m . Tow ers open :— W olborough (8 ), H igh- 
week (8 ). 3.30—4.30 p .m .; and Kingskerswell (6 ). 
Admission to  luncheon, by prepaid ticket only, 
4s. each from  the G en Sec., E. J  T aylor, W est- 
hayes, Post H ill, T iverton, before M arch 17th.

H A L IFA X  D IS T R IC T  A SSO CIA TIO N  —  
Q uarterly m eeting and  contest, Thornhill, 
Saturday, M arch 31st. F o r teas notify , by 
M arch 24th, C. H odge, 6 8 , T horn  Avenue, 
Thornhill, D ewsbury.— A. F arrand , H on . Sec.

BURES, S U FFO L K .— D edication o f new 
trebles on April 28th. at 3. Nam es fo r tea m ust 
be sent to  Leslie Mills, Colchester R oad . 8487

MR. R. J. SHARP’S 150 PEALS
Mr. Ronald J. Sharp, o f M aulden, has variety 

in his first 150 peals
Royal.—C am bridge Surprise 1, P lain  Bob 2.
Caters.— Stedm an 1.
M ajor.— Y orkshire Surprise 12, Pudsey 2, 

Belgrave 3, C am bridge 6 , A shtead 2, Super
lative 4, Lincolnshire 3, Hitchin 1, R utland 3, 
R ad le tt 1, Painswick 1, Bristol 2, London 3, 
New C am bridge 1. M aulden 1, K ent T reble 
Bob 1, D ouble N orw ich C ourt Bob 7, P lain 
Bob 3.

Triples.—G randsire 3,
M inor.— 14 Surprise m ethods 1, 12 Surprise 

m ethods 1, 8  Surprise m ethods 2, 7 Surprise 
methods 25, C am bridge Surprise 2, N orw ich 
Surprise 1, London Surprise 1, 7 T reble Bob 
m ethods 2. 7 Plain Bob m ethods 1. P lain Bob 2,
2 1  m ethods 1 , 16 m ethods 1 , 1 2  m ethods 1 , 
8  m ethods 1, 7 m ethods 36, 6  m ethods 1.
5 methods 1, 4 m ethods 3, 2 m ethods 2.

Doubles.—4 m ethods 1. 3 m ethods 1.

The CENTRAL COUNCIL 
PUBLICATIONS

C O LLEC TIO N  O F CO M PO SI- s. d.
T IO N S (M A J O R ) ........................2 6

CO LLECTIO N  O F DOUBLES & 
M IN O R  M ETHODS . .  . . 3  3 

FO U R-W A Y  TA BLE M IN O R
M ETH O D S ............................. 4

C H A N G E -R IN G IN G  O N  H A N D 
BELLS ..........................................2 0

V A R IA TIO N  A N D  TRA N SPO SI
TIO N  ..........................................1 0

M ETH O D  SHEETS—
Cam bridge Surprise M ajor . .  2 
D ouble Norwich and Cambridge

C o u r t ..........................................  3
Bristol Surprise M ajor . .  . .  2 
Stedm an and G randsire Triples 3 

H IN TS TO IN STRU CTO RS &
B E G I N N E R S ............................. 4

CO LLECTIO N  O F PEALS—
Section II., Plain Bob and 

D ouble O xford Bob . .  . .  9 
Section III ., D ouble N orw ich

C .B ...................................................  9
R E PO R T  O F C O N FE R E N C E

W ITH S.P.A .B ................................  6

D O U B LE N O R W IC H  C O U R T  
BOB CA TER S, by Edgar C. 
Shepherd . .  . .  . . 1 0

P R E SER V A TIO N  A N D  R c ,  IR  
O F BELLS, etc. . .  . . 1 0

Post F ree from  
M R. C. ’. W OOLLEY

’’'i t 'jn  A venue, Bushey H eath, H erts

‘ THE WORLD’S BEST 
BELLROPES’

N oted fo r Easy H andling and 
N on-Stretching

Established 1820 P hone 2400

JOHN 
PRITCHARD

(RO PES) Ltd.

LOUGHBOROUGH
CLO C K  A N D  C H IM IN G  RO PES 

S PL IC IN G  A N D  R EPA IR S 
BELL M U FFL ER S

Price L ist on  A pplication

The R ingers’ Handbook
R eprin ted  1949 

F O R  ALL LEA R N ER S
G R A N D S IR E , STED M A N , 
PL A IN  BOB A N D  K E N T

4 to  8  bells 3/6 : :  4 to  6  bells 1/9
Postage included

O btainab le  O N LY  from  M rs E . S. Powell, 
East S toke Lodge, S toke-under-H am , 

Som erset

ESTABLISHED 1760

JOHN NICOLL
CHURCH BELL ROPE AND CLOCK ROPE MANUFACTURER

64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.E.13
LA TE O F B E R M O N D SEY  A N D  PEC K H A M

M aker to  St. Paul’s C athedral, W estm inster A bbey, Im perial Institute, 
C anterbury, E dinburgh, St. A lbans, L incoln, D urham , Peterborough, 
M elbourne (A ustralia), Rochester, D ublin, St. P atrick’s, M anchester, 

D urban  and  W orcester C athedrals, etc.

MUFFLERS ::  R IN G IN G  MATS : :  M ATTIN G  ::  FLAG LINES : :  ETC. ETC.

The JASPER SN0w n ON 
SERIES

‘ R O P E S IG H T ,’ 10th ed ition ; 150 p a g e  
3/-,

‘ G R A N D S IR E ,’ by J . A . T ro llope; 13u 
pages; 3/4.

‘ S T E D M A N ,’ by J. A. T ro llope; 150 
pages; 2 / 1 0 .

‘ STA N D A R D  M E T H O D S,’ 11th edition 
now  ready. Letterpress 2/6. D ia
gram s 2 /-.

‘ T R tB L E  b O B.’ O ut o f p rin t, being 
rew ritten.

‘ SU R PR ISE  M E T H O D S,’ by Rev. C.
D . P . D avies; 126 pages; 2/10.

All post free on receipt o f postal o rder 
from

MISS M. E. SNOWDON
The Cottage,

C avendish Street, C A R TM EL, 
G range-over-Sands, Lancs.

WILLIAM POTTS £  SONS, LTD. BANKFIEL° •LEEDS-4
Cathedral, Church and Tower Clocks Clock Repairs and Dial Restorations

And 9, Adelphi Chambers, Shakespeare Street, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and 96, Carver Street, SHEFFIELD, 1
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