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These fam ous bell-founding firm s have kindly consented to this 
adaptation o f  their advertisem ents to meet the pressure on our  
space , due to the com pulsory reduction in the num ber o f  our  

pages this week.

RINGING AND THE PUBLIC.
When a fortnight ago we suggested that it will be 

well after the war to tighten up the discipline at open 
meetings we rather expected some adverse criticism. To­
day we publish a letter from a correspondent who signs 
himself ‘ A Flat ’ which we believe fairly represents 
opinions held by many ringers and which call for some 
comment.

Broadly speaking, these people hold that the most 
important thing is to secure and teach recruits. That 
inevitably means a lot of bad ringing, but it cannot be 
helped, and if there are complaints from outsiders they 
must be treated as unreasonable and, so far as is possible, 
ignored.

These opinions are natural enough and have some 
grounds in common sense but for the most part they are 
based on fallacies. The teaching of learners is a neces­
sity and a duty which must not be shirked, but it is by 
no means the most important thing to consider. It is 
not an end in itself but only a means to an end and is 
of value only so far as it serves that end. The main 
object of change ringing is to sound the bells so that 
they give pleasure to the listener whether he belongs to 
the outside public or is himself an expert ringer. There 
are other objects that appeal to the men who are them­
selves ringing, but they all should find their consumma­
tion in the aesthetic delight which is supplied by the music 
of the bells.

Nobody can become an efficient ringer unless he has 
been taught and no ringer can learn without practice. 
If we wish to train recruits we must put up with a cer­
tain amount of bad ringing. That cannot be helped, 
but it is an entirely different thing to say, as some ap­
parently do, that every practice and every open meeting 
should be mainly devoted to the training of beginners 
and that no hindrance should ever be put in the way 
of the youngster who is trying to push himself to the 
front. After all there are others besides the ambitious 
beginner who should be considered. There are those 
men who have proved themselves to be competent ringers 
and there is the outside public.

Whenever ringers go  to an open meeting or to a 
strange tower they go  by courtesy of the local people 
whose bells they use and whose hospitality they enjoy. 
Is it a great thing to expect that in return they should 
do everything to ring the bells so that the parishioners 
can derive enjoyment from the sound? For the 
parishioners, who keep the bells in order and perhaps 
found the money to install them in the tower, do derive 
pleasure if they are properly rung, but there is little 

(Continued on page 214.)
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pleasure to be got out of the ringing served up too often 
at meetings. It is not enough that the ringing should 
be tolerated, perhaps with muttered curses; the aim 
should be to give positive pleasure. If this means some 
self denial on the part of ambitious ringers, some exer­
cise of authority by those in charge, some curtailing of 
opportunities of teaching, the net result would still be 
much good for everyone concerned.

The question of teaching beginners needs careful con­
sideration. It is one of those matters on which, un­
fortunately, it is easy to talk a lot of facile nonsense.

C A M B R I D G E  U N I V E R S I T Y  G U IL D .
FD TU EE  OF REV. W . C. PEARSON’S BOOKS.

The annual general meeting o f the Cambridge University Guild was 
held on Wednesday, April 29th, in St. John’s College. Those present 
were the Rev.. A. 0 . Blyth (Selwyn), president and treasurer; the 
Master (Mr. R. Leigh, St. Catharine’s ) ; the hon. secretary (Mr. K. S.
B. Croft, St. John s ); the Rev. C. F . D. Moule (Ridley Hall), and 
others.

The Treasurer, in presenting the accounts, which were adopted, 
stated that the balance in hand showed an increase.

On the re-election o f officers, the Rev. A . C. Blyth was unanimously 
re-eleoted president and treasurer, Mr. K. S. B. Croft was elected 
Master, and Mr. R. Leigh hon. secretary.

It was decided that a Guild photograph should be taken this term, 
outside the president’s rooms a t Selwyn. The printing o f peal cards 
to keep the Guild records up to date was also discussed.

As the library o f ringing books o f the late Rev. W . C. Pearson, of 
Clare College, the founder o f the Guild, was now in the president’ s 
custody in Selwyn College library it was decided that the president, 
together with the Master and the hon. secretary, accompanied by 
any other members o f the Guild who desired to do so, should inspect 
the collection, so that the rarer books could be  sorted out and safely 
stored.

By his will, Mr. Pearson le ft the books to the Guild to be housed 
in the University Library ‘ in the space allotted to  the Guild.’ There 
is, however, no such space, and the University Library authorities 
will not house books for any society, but will only accept them as a 
gift. On the refusal o f the University Librarian to house the books, 
Mr. Pearson’s executors handed them to  the Guild.

Touches o f  Minor and M ajor on handbells concluded the meeting.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
OFFICERS REELECTED.

The annual meeting- o f the Lincoln Diocesan Guild was held in the 
Consistory Court at Lincoln Cathedral on Saturday, April 25th.

The V ery Rev. the Dean o f Lincoln was in the chair, supported by 
Mr. R. Richardson (Master), Mr. F. W . Stokes (hon. secretary), Mr. 
J. A. Freeman (Northern Branch Ringing Master), Mr. J. Bray, Mr. 
W . E. Clarke, Mr. W . A. Richardson (branch secretaries) and between 
40 and 50 members.

Before commencing business the Master expressed the sympathy 
all members felt with the chairman in his recent sad bereavement.

The Dean was re-elected president for the coming year. The Master 
and secretary were also re-elected. Letters o f apology for absence 
were received from Canon Marsden, president o f the Northern Branch, 
and Mr. John Freeman, who is serving with the Forces in the Middle 
East.

The Master expressed his pleasure at seeing so many members 
present and said that after listening to the broadcast from  the Albert 
Hall on the previous Thursday evening and seeing so many at the 
meeting that day he felt no fear for the future of ringing.

A vote o f thanks was passed to  the Dean and Chapter for allowing 
the use o f  the Consistory Court for  the meeting and for giving 'per­
mission fo** the silent ringing o f the bells.

A fter the meeting some o f the members attended the Cathedral 
evensong. During the evening good use was made o f  the Cathedral 
bells, and various methods were attem pted from  Bob M ajor to Sted­
man Cinques and London Surprise. W hether it  was from  lack of 
sound or want o f practice is not known, but it was evident that all 
was not as it should be, and the expression was made several times 
during the evening that it was a good thing the bells were silent.

HANDBELL PEALS.
LILLIPU T, DORSET.

TH E SALISBU RY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Tuesday, A pril 28, 1b42, in 1 wo hours and Eight Minutts,

A t V an bssa ,
A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S , SOU C H A N G E S ;

Forty-two six-scores, ten different callings. Tenor size 9 in D.
M iss F a ith  M . C h i ld  . . .  1-2  | M rs. F. John M a k s b a lls a y  3-4

F ra n c is  S. W ils o n  ............  3-6
C onducted by M rs. F . John M a r sh allsay .

This peal was specially rung in grateful appreciation for the late 
Sidney Hiller’s life ’s work for the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, and as a 
last tribute o f respeot to him.

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSH IRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Wednesday, A pril 29, 1942, in Two Hours and Eight Minutes,
A t  50 , R u d o lp h  R oad ,

A PEAL OF SPLICED KINT AND OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 
8120 CHANCES ;
Tenor size 15.

E dw in J e n n in g s .....................  1-2  I H a r o ld  G . C ash m ore . . .  5-6
E dw in A , B a r n e t t  ............  3-4 | E r n e s t  C . S . T o r n e r  . . .  7-8

Arranged to a com position  o f  G eorge L ew is.
Conducted by E rnest C . S . T u r n e r .

This peal contains 2,560 changes o f each method with 48 changes of 
method.

CRAYFORD, KENT.
TH E KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, May 2, 1942, in Two Hours and 1 hirty Minutes,
A t io . K ing ’ s C lo se ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANCES; 
Tenor size 15.

E r n e s t  C .S .  T u r n e r ............  1-2  I G e o r g e  H . C ross  ............  j -6
E dw in A . B a r n e t t  ............  3-4 | E dw in  B a r n b t t .....................  j -8

C om posed  and Conducted by G eorge H . C ross.

SW INDON, W ILTSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 

(H igh cliffe  So ciety .)
On Saturday, May 2, 1942, in Two Hours and F ifty-S ix Minutes.

A t  H i g h c l i f f e ,  8 1 , C o u n ty  R oad ,
A P E A L  OF G R A N D SIR E  CA TE RS, 5038 C H A N G E S; 

Tenor size 15 in C.
• Ivor C . N . B e l l  ............  1-2  I t W .  B ertra m  K y n a ston  . . .  5-6
•Jack S. R o b e r ts  ............  3-4 | R ev . M . C . C . M e l v i l l e  7-8

• D enn is W . S. Sm out 9-10  
C om posed by John C a r tb r .  C onducted by R e v . M . C. C. M e l v i l l e

* First, peal o f Caters, t  First handbell peal o f Caters. First peal 
o f Caters as conductor. A  fifteenth birthday compliment to Dennis 
Smout. T he peal was rung at the first attempt.

ECKINGTON, DERBYSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, May 2, 1942, in Two Hours and Forty-One Minutes,
A t  48, H ig h  S t r e e t ,

A PEAL O F  BOB R O Y A L , 5040 C H A N G E S ;
Tenor size 14£ in C sharp.

•G. Edm und D r a b b le  . . .  1-2  I *A. R oy  F o x ..............................  5-6
fG . G o rd o n  G rah am ............  3-4 | ‘ N orm an W . F ox  ............  j -8

• P ercy  J. J e r v i s ..................... 9-10
C om posed by E . M o rr is  (M .C .A . N o. 3 13 5 ) .

C onducted by G . G . G rah am .
* First peal on ten bells, t  First ten-bell peal ‘ in hand ’ and as 

conductor.

TOWER CLOCKS
W eight D riven  o r  E le ctr ic , b y  the 
W O R L D ’S O L D E S T  M A K E R S  
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS 
Illustrated AST CATALOGUE on request

J. B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

Ve have experts viiiting all parti of the British Iilea, and shad be pleased 
to carry oat restorations or give reports regarding any make of Tower Clock
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THE BELLS OF STEPNEY.
A FAMOUS EAST END RING.

B y  J . A r m i g e r  T r o l l o p e .
In the year 1700 the eastern suburbs of the City of 

London were about as different from what they are now 
as they very well could be. Instead of an unbroken 
mass of mean and uninteresting streets stretching to the 
River Lea and far beyond into Essex, the district was 
mainly open country, cornfields and orchards, dotted here 
and there with villages and hamlets. On the outskirts 
of the City from Aldgate round about Houndsditch and 
Petticoat Lane, and parts of Spitalfields, there were foul 
slums inhabited by Jews and foreigners, and along the 
riverside there was a very low class neighbourhood. 
Mr. Justice Withens, who as a lawyer and a member of 
the Society of College Youths may be said to have been 
an authority, in one of his obiter dicta from the Bench, 
expressed his scornful wonder at there being a sober 
Wapping man.

The parish o f Stepney (or Stebunhithe as it was 
formerly called) covered a large part of the area. The 
village was round the green and the parish church, 
there were hamlets at Bethnal Green, Shadwell, and other 
places, and along the main road eastwards from Aldgate 
there were houses far beyond Whitechapel Church.

The parish church of St. Dunstan was of ancient 
foundation, and the building as it now stands was 
erected at different times during the fourteenth, fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries. The tower dates from the late 
fifteenth century. There has been much restoration and 
reconstruction throughout.

When the great Priory of the Holy Trinity at Aldgate 
was dissolved in 1540 four of its bells were sold to Step­
ney. The present tenor has an inscription containing 
118 words and 518 letters, recording its history. 
Originally given to the Priory by a Nicholas Chadworth 
in 1386, it was recast in 1604, 1764, 1799, and finally 
in 1806. Another recasting not mentioned took place in 
1599.

The Edwardian inventory of 1552 has not survived, 
but at the end of the sixteenth century there was a heavy 
ring o f five bells. ‘ On the xth day of ffebruary, 1598, 
at a meeting o f the vestry men, then and there it was 
agreed emongst them as followeth— First that the great 
bell be forth wth cast and that evy prshoner wthin the 
same shall gyve towards the same one yeres pew rent 
over and besides their qtrs rent now due. And evy 
pishioner that hath no pew appointed for him or her shall 
pay viijd according to thauncient custome of this pish 
over and besides his or her quarterly dues now or here­
after due and payable.’

The response of the parish was slow, the money did 
not come in at all well, and it was not until the April of 
the following year it was decided to give the order for 
recasting to Lawrence W right. ‘ The xxix of Aprill, 
1599. It was ordered and agreed that day and yere 
above written, by Mr. Bludder, Mr. Thos. Jones, . . . 
and the iiij or Churchwardens all present in the vestry 
that Lawrence W right of Hounsditch in the pish of St. 
Buttolphs wth out Aldgate, london, Belfounder, should 
have the casting of the great Bell called the fyfth bell, 
and for the casting thereof to have 40 li (viz.) 10 li at the 
taking of her downe and carrying her away & at the 
hanging of her vp after new casting 10  li more, and the

remainder of the said some at thend of vj monthes after 
the hanging, and to be found wth an able security in cer- 
taine articles inden for the pforming thereof as shalbe 
devised.’

Lawrence W right was a leading bellfounder at the 
time and the principal business rival of Robert Mot, of 
Whitechapel. W right’s charges were low, and he got a 
lot of work in various parishes; but his bells did not 
always give satisfaction, and he was more than once in­
volved in legal proceedings. In 1587 he recast the tenor 
at St. Michael’s, Cornhill, the famous Rus bell, but did 
not make a good job of it. The churchwardens were 
undecided whether they should accept it and pay for it, 
and in the end the parish agreed to pay W right ^ 3  17s. 
for new metal supplied and £ 9  6s. 9d. for the recasting. 
That was as much as ‘ his due is to be accounted justly,’ 
but the parish made the sum up to the round ^ 1 4  out 
of benevolence, and promised ‘ to consider of him better 
if the bell hold and be better liked of than it is now.’ It 
was not ‘ better liked o f , ’ and Robert Mot was ordered 
to recast it.

In 1592 and 1593 W right recast the fourth and tenor 
which Mot had recently supplied to St. Martin’s-in-the- 
Fields, but the reason probably was that the bells had 
been cracked not because they were poor in quality.

About the same time W right supplied a new tenor to 
Hillingdon in Middlesex, but the bell was a bad one and 
tlie parish refused to pay for it, whereupon he entered 
an action at law. In reply the churchwardens petitioned 
the Court of Requests for an injunction calling on him 
to show cause why the bond should not be cancelled. 
They pleaded that W right ‘ did faithfully promise and 
undertake to newe caste and substantially make a great 
bell, . . . tuneable and agreeable with the rest of the 
bells,’ but ‘ he never did performe in anie good order 
but altogether contrarie to his said bargaine and agree­
ment.’ Nevertheless, ‘ the said Lawrence of a gredie 
and unconscionable minde hath or meaneth to sue yo* 
said subjects upon the deeds of obligationerie, intending 
there greatlie to vex, trouble, and charge your said sub­
jects, having no juste cause or consideracion so to doe.’

In his reply Lawrence W right said he ‘ did newe caste 
and newe make the said bell and hanged the same in the 
said bell frame accordinge to the true entent and mean- 
inge of the contracte and agreement.’ What was the 
result o f the action I cannot say. I have found among 
the State Papers a letter referring to another suit by 
Lawrence Wright, but what it was about does not ap­
pear. W e have no means of judging the quality of his 
bells, for only one of all those he cast still survives, 
and that is only a small one, the third at Thurnham in 
Kent.

R IN G IN G  A N D  T H E  P U B L IC .
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Y our advice in the leader o f April 24th reminds m e o f 
the mother who warned her boy not to go in the water until he could 
swim. Needless to say, he never swam the Channel. Too often it  is 
not the daring one who makes a hash at a meeting, but the learned 
ones who are not paying strict attention to duty. To carry out fully 
your advice, meetings would soon be like desert isles.

I agree the public does not like ringing, only when they want it. So 
from experience the best advice is to give it  them at regular intervals. 
Every tower should have a regular practice night and ring then. I f  
they* cannot ring themselves, get someone else to do so. Also they 
should have a regular peal attempt and meetings should be fitted 
into either peal day or practice night. Let them know there is to be 
rinsrinfir. then be sure and not disappoint them is the best medicine 
for the objectors. ‘ A F LA T .’
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BELFRY GOSSIP.
In a further raid on Exeter on Monday morning it is reported that 

churches were among the buildings hit. A t one church a bomb struck 
the tower, slicing half o f  it  away and leaving some o f the bells swing­
ing in the open air.

Members o f the Essex Association should notice that- the date o f 
the meeting o f the North-Western District has been altered from  May 
9th to M ay 16th.

Congratulations to Mr. George Williams, who reached his 85th 
birthday yesterday.

Mrs. Rupert Richardson’s many friends wish her many happy 
returns o f her birthday, which fell on Tuesday last.

The Painswick band rang 12,312 changes o f Grandsire Caters on 
May 5th, 1817.

W hat was at the time the longest peal o f Superlative Surprise M ajor, 
10,400 changes, was rung on May 6th, 1922, by the Midland Counties 
Association at the Bell Foundry, Loughborough. Tho composition had 
bobs with the treble behind as well as in front.

The Cumberlands rang the first peal o f Grandsire Maximus at St. 
Saviour’s, Southwark, on May 7th, 1792.

On the same date in 1807, Elijah Roberts was born.
F ifty  years ago to-day two peals were rung. They were Grandsire 

Triples and Kent Treble Bob Royal.
F ifty years ago yesterday seven peals were rung. They were Bob 

M ajor 1, Canterbury Pleasure M ajor 1, Kent Treble B ob M ajor 3, 
Stedman Triples 1, Caters 1.

The last peal was the first on the newly augmented ten at St. 
Nicholas’ , Brighton, and the first in the method in Sussex.

REV M. MELVILLE RETURNING TO LICHFIELD.
The Rev. Malcolm Melville, who has been assistant priest at St. 

Paul’s, Swindon, since September, 1939, has been appointed Priest- 
V icar a t Lichfield Cathedral, and assistant master o f the Choir School.

.W hile at Swindon Mr. Melville has taught several young people to 
ring handbells, and they have rung peals o f Doubles, Minor, Major, 
Caters and Royal, as well as touches and courses in a  large variety 
o f methods, including London Surprise Major. Three o f them rang 
their first pea! o f Caters last Saturday, one o f them, Dennis Smout, 
for  his fifteenth birthday.

Mr. Melville takes up his new duties on May 26th, and returns to 
the city where he was in college for the two years previous to coming 
to Swindon.

BOWDEN RINGER MISSING,
Inform ation has been received that Stoker John Hassell, cne o f  the 

ringers at Bowden, Cheshire, has been reported missing. The ship 
upon which he was serving was sunk in the Mediterranean. His many 
ringing friends will hope that despite the uncertainty Mr. Hassell 
is still alive and well.

Mr. Hassell was one o f the old band at Bowden when Mr. David 
Vincent took them over in 1935 with the object o f introducing lialf- 
pull ringing, and proved a very useful pupil. He became an excellent 
striker and safe ringer and rang peals up to Cambridge. Best o f all 
he quickly made many friends in Lancashire and Cheshire ringing 
circles.

On his marriage at Bowden Church a few months ago whilst on 
leave, the bride and bridegroom were * rung out ’ with handbells, and 
while his leave lasted he took part in some handbell ringing with his 
old friend Mr. Vincent and his family at Altrincham.

It was due to the fact that Mr. Hassell left his handbells with Mr. 
Vincent that the Iatter’s three small sons first amused themselves with 
change ringing and then secretly persuaded their mother to joiu in 
with them until they can now ring Bob Major.

HANDBELLS IN GIBRALTAR.
Our readers will remember that a few weeks ago we published an 

appeal which had been received by Mr. E. Guise, hon. secretary o f 
the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association, from  the Re'\ W . F. 
E. Burnley, C.F., o f  Gibraltar, for a set o f handbells for use among 
the troops in the garrison, and that an immediate response came from 
Mr. Charles Dean, o f  Croydon, who dispatched 14 o f his own handbells.

The bells have arrived safely at the Rock and Mr. Guise lias re­
ceived the following letter from  the chaplain:—

Dear Sir,—You were kind enough recently to give publicity to  an 
appeal from  me for  handbells. I  must adm it that I  doubted at the 
tim e whether we could reasonably expect a  response. But I  am 
grateful to say that I  have received a set o f 14 on loan from  Mr. 
Dean, o f Croydon. I  have written to  thank him for a generous action 
which illustrates the close fellowship o f ringers everywhere. I  should 
like to thank vou also and the Editor o f ‘ The Ringing W o r ld ’ for 
publishing my request. I f  you would car® to  pass this on to the 
Editor, whose address I  do not know, he could inform his readers 
that our exiled ringers here can now enjoy the pleasure o f handbell 
ringing.—W . F. E. Burnley, C.F.

A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
MR. K IP P IN ’S QUANDARY.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—As you have adm itted Mr. Kippin’ s ‘ am endm ent’ as a 

rider to Mr. Price’s motion and a vote is now being- taken, there is no 
point in further objection to the method o f procedure. A t the same 
time, in view o f Mr. Kippin’ s speech to the Conference this week, I 
think it only right that, he shcfuld know that my criticisms o f his 
amendment, and also o f the incident at a meeting’ o f the Surrey 
Association, were sent in the form  o f a letter to the Editor, and not 
as a contribution to the discussion. W hy the Editor, in his capacity 
as chairman, chose to put it in the discussion, I do not know. I did, 
as a m atter o f foot, suggest to him that he should publish it as a 
letter, and that it would be ‘ out o f order * as part o f the debate.

As regards Mr. Kippin’s reply to what he calls my taunt, it  is true 
that the object o f motion (b) is to get a decision as to whether or 
not ringers have any confidence in their present method o f organisa­
tion. In addition, o f course, i f  the motion is passed, it  will at least 
imply that they are not in favour o f a National Association. But as 
Mr. Kippin had no idea that this motion was being tabled, he is not 
entitled to give it as a reason why a motion in favour o f a National 
Association was not submitted to the Conference. The failure to 
submit^ such a motion was, therefore, not caused by the submitting 
o f motion (b). Now Mr. Kippin finds himself in a quandary and he 
endeavours to get round it by an amendment to motion (a). As Mr. 
Price says, it is a m atter o f tactics, and it  is quite possible that his 
tactics will be found faulty. I am not trying to veto the committee 
from exploring the advantages o f a National Association; I  am o f  the 
opinion that it  should not be le ft to so small a body o f men to 
decide. Therefore, a full discussion is best, and that is what Mr. 
Kippin appears to wish to avoid. There has been no discussion yet, 
and the amendment is being voted upon.

Regarding the remarks on motion (b) at the Surrey Association 
meeting, no complaint was made o f the criticisms, but o f the request 
that votes should be given against the motion. I, also, cling to the 
idea that we are democratic, and that is why I  am in favour of 
discussion before decision, and not decision before discussion.

C. T . COLES.
Highams Park.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.
NEW  MEMBERS ELECTED.

The 15th annual meeting o f the East Grinstead and District Guild 
was held in the Rectory at Hartfield on Saturday, April 25th. The 
gathering was well attended, members coming from  ail parts o f the 
Guild’ s area. Ringing was enjoyed on six tower bells and the hand­
bells. The company sat down to tea generously provided and served 
by Mr. J. W . Ritson. the Rev. H. B. W . Denison, the new Rector o f 
Hartfield, and Mrs. Denison, after which the ringers from  Balcombe 
entertained with tune ringing on handbells and accompanied com­
munity singing, with Mrs. Denison at the piano.

The Rector took the chair a t the business meeting, and in welcoming 
the Guild to Hartfield, congratulated members on the way they were 
carrying on in spite o f difficulties. He also suggested that some sort 
o f plan should be made to ensure the regular ringing o f  rll church 
bells after the war, as quite a  lot o f towers would be le ft  with only 
one or two ringers.

Five new members were elected, viz., Mr. F. W hite, Tunbridge 
W ells; the Misses B. and D. Richardson, Sundridge, and Messrs. 
Gardner and Johnson from Balcombe.

It  was reerivtted that the Guild had lost by  death two vice-presidents, 
the Rev. H. A. James and Mr. P . R. Mann. The Rev. H. B. W . 
Denison was added to the vice-presidents. Other alterations among 
the officers were the election o f Mr. E. J. Oliver as treasurer, Mr. 
G. Lam bert taking his job  as auditor. Mr. R . Johnson was elected 
to the committee in place o f Mr. B. Saunders, now serving his country.

Baloombe was the place chosen for the next meeting on May 30th.
The circular letter from  Central Council members with regard to

* The Ringing W orld ’ was read and received with much sympathy.
Mr. Relfe passed round for inspection an interesting illustrated 

account o f h<5w Big Ben was hauled into the clock tower at W est­
minster.

Mr. A . Batten proposed a vote o f thanks to the donors of the tea, 
and a really excellent meeting concluded about 8 p.m.

THE LATE MR. FRANCIS TAYLOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I feel I  must write a few lines in support o f Mr. A. E. F. 
Trotm an’s letter o f tribute to the late Mr. Francis Taylor, whose 
death is deeply felt by  all o f us here in Oxford.

A t the same time I should like to express our warm thanks for the 
kind remarks concerning the City ringers. Mr. Trotman will have 
happy recollections o f that complete co-operation which existed be­
tween the University and City Societies when we used to meet together 
at Christ Church Cathedral at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings during 
term and ring for service. W e are all looking forward hopefully to 
the time when this can be revived.

V. BENNETT, Oxford Society.
Headington, Oxford.
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THE RINGERS9 CONFERENCE.
THE ORGANISATION OF THE EXERCISE.

The C H A IR M AN : The result of the voting on Mr. Price’s motion 
will be announced next week. Meanwhile I  call on Mr. C. T . Coles to 
move the second item on the agenda.

Mr. C. T. COLES (Walthamstow) : Mr. Chairman, I move ‘ That 
this Conference is o f the opinion that the present basis o f the organisa­
tion o f ringing societies has resulted in great advancement in the 
art o f change ringing; has stimulated interest in ringing matters 
generally; and has caused very considerable additions to the number 
o f  ringing peals o f bells in the country. I t  further registers its belief 
that, with the loyal help o f all ringers, the present associations and 
the Central Council are capable o f overcoming post-war difficulties.’

The C H A IR M AN : Mr. Coles lias asked me to make it plain that 
his remarks on this motion were prepared before the appearance o f 
various letters, notably one from  Mr. Kippin, in ‘ The Ringing W orld 
a week or two ago.

Mr. COLES: My object in moving this resolution is to obtain from 
members o f the Conference some expressions o f their opinions 011 the 
functions and work o f the associations and guilds which have been 
formed by ringers, most o f them during the last 60 years or so ; to 
ascertain if there is any general support for a change; and, if so, 111 
what form  the change should be. W e have on more than one occa­
sion recently had the idea of a National Association set before us, but 
nobody has given this any authoritative backing or even stated what 
benefit such an organisation would be to the Exercise. It must be 
obvious to anyone that to make a wholesale and complete change in 
the basis o f our organisations would be, if the change was not a 
success, a great disaster to ringing. W e could not revert. Therefore, 
before any change is decided upon, it would be necessary to explore 
all its possibilities and to be certain that it would be beneficial. It  
must also be obvious that until the advantages o f a change, say, to 
a National Association are stated, they cannot be discussed, and as 
I am quite unable to visualise any advantages whatever in such a 
change I am moving this resolution in the hope that some such in­
formation may be obtained in this Conference.

LESSONS FROM H ISTORY.
It is quite unnecessary for me to go deeply into the history o f ring­

ing, but I  would like to remind members o f this Conference that from 
its earliest days the Exercise has had its societies and guilds, which 
were at first very much confined to the cities and towns in which they 
were formed. &ome o f these societies, notably those known by the 
familiar names o f College Youths and Cumberlands, are still in exist­
ence, and are doing good work. But with the spread o f ringing, and 
with much greater facilities for travelling, something more was re­
quired, and thus some 60 years ago a movement, started in Devon­
shire, resulted in the setting up o f a number o f county organisations. 
Later a much more direct contact with the church was made and 
guilds covering whole dioceses were form ed. To-day there are nearly 
fifty o f these associations and guilds, covering practically the whole 
o f England and Wales, together with the Scottish and Irish Associa­
tions These societies are completely autonomous, but are closely 
linked with each other by identity o f aims and through affiliation to 
the Central Council. The associations and guilds themselves, for con­
venience o f working, are usually divided into districts, and the reason 
o f this seems to be that large areas are more difficult to organise 
than are small areas.

Now what have these societies achieved? This is not easy to  answer 
in a few words, but I  would ask members to consider the advance­
ment made in ringing matters generally during the last half-century. 
Under the direct influence o f county and diocesan organisations the 
number o f ringers in the country has increased enormously; facilities 
for practice, opportunities for learning and improvement, have been 
greatly m ultiplied; and in every respect the chances o f a recruit 
becoming” an efficient member ot the Exercise have been added to. 
These kinds o f improvements went on during the whole period re­
ferred to, as most o f us who have had some years’ experience can 
testify.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL.
For the more experienced ringer, as well as for  the recruit, there 

have been greater opportunities, as is shown by the enormous increase 
in the number o f peals rung in all sorts o f methods. These increased 
opportunities have been due to the greater interest taken in ringing 
matters by church authorities, stimulated by the operations o f the 
county and diocesan organisations working amongst them. This 
interest is also in the main responsible for the number o f new peals 
o f bells which have been placed in our churches, and for the large 
number o f augmentations, during the years in which our many asso­
ciations and guilds have functioned.

The work o f the Central Council is well known, and it  has had a 
great and beneficial influence on ringing. This body would have no 
existence with a National Association in being. At the present time, 
when actual ringing o f bells'is entirely suspended, it is necessary that 
whatever organisation we have shall be kept alive. There is no reason 
to suppose that this important point is lost sight o f by association 
officials, and these associations, together with the Council, should be

in a position to carry on their work upon the lifting o f the ban. 
Whatever sort o f organisation we have, the loyal co-operation o f all 
ringers is o f first im portance; with our existing organisations intact, 
there is no reason to suppose that this co-operation will not be forth­
coming. I, therefore, move the resolution, which I ask the Conference 
to pass unanimously.

Mr. R. RICHARDSON (Surfleet) : In view o f  the recent suggestions 
in the pages o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ for the formation o f a  National 
Association for Ringers, I have great pleasure in seconding Mr. C. T. 
Coles’ motion.

I  do not profess to be an historian in the art and I  am not going co 
quote from  the dim ages, bufc, looking back over an active period of 
about 45 years, I  have seen great changes for the better take place 
in the Exercise. A t one time ringers were very much looked down 
upon anti were hardly considered fit persons to associate with re­
spectable people. Now, as a rule, we find them am ong the leading 
pillars o f the church and often not only carrying out tlieir duties in 
the belfry, but also acting as churchwardens, 6idesmen or members 
o f the church council. In tact, I  know a good many country parishes 
that would be badly off were it not for the energetic and unselfish 
work o f the ringers.

During the present century a  great advancement has been made in 
the standard o f methods rung. Most o f the old unmusical methods, 
such as Grandsire M ajor, etc., have faded out. Many new ones have 
taken their places and a much wider range o f methods is now, or  was 
until the ban on ringing, being practised. A tremendous amount of 
restoration work has taken place in recent years, many fine old peals 
having been rehung and many brand new peals added.

All these vast improvements have been due chiefly to the ungrudg­
ing and tireless work o f the association officials working in conjunction 
with the Central Council. The associations have gradually expanded 
and new ones have been formed until there is scarcely a corner o f  the 
British Isles that is not covered by them. The Central Council is 
doing fa~ more than appears on the surface. True it only meets once 
a year (in peace time), but that does not mean that that is the only 
day on which it works. Its work is going on all through the year 
behind the scenes and few ringers realise the amount o f work that 
some o f its members do for the good o f  the Exercise.

A BOND OF U N ITY.
During its existence the Central Council has held its meetings in 

some o f the finest and most historic buildings in the country. More 
often than not it has received a welcome from  the Mayor o f the city 
or the Bishop o f  the diocese, and on many occasions lx>th. All this 
has helped to knit ringers into a bond o f unity, not only with the 
Church authorities, but also with the national life o f the country.

Just what state the Exercise will be in when this dreadful war is 
over no one can forecast. Until that time, it is up to every ringer 
in the country to do his utmost in the fight for freedom. When 
peace reigns once more I feel confident, looking back over the tre­
mendous am ount o f work they have accomplished in the past, that 
with the loyal support o f every ringer the Central Council, together 
with the present guilds and associations, will be quite capable o f 
handling the situation and will soon restore change ringing to some­
thing o f  its former glory. Therefore, it  gives me great pleasure to 
second the motion.

Mr. J. E. BAILEY (Dartford) : The motion proposed by Mr. Coles 
savours o f smug satisfaction over our past achievements and an 
attitude o f * Everything will be all right ’ in the future. I  do not 
think fo.* one moment that either o f the gentlemen concerned with 
the motion intended it to be taken that way, and I hope no one else 
will be tempted into thinking along those lines.

In my opinion, there are two things at least which societies will 
have to get down to much more seriously than they have been doing.

One o f these is the new recruit. Recruits seem to be fairly easy to 
obtain, but difficult to keep. I  think if societies made the necessary 
administrative and financial plans, this trouble could be overcome at 
least in part. I f  societies show thev are interested in the recruit’s 
Drogress, from the very start, by suitable awards or by  other means, 
it will help to overcome the recruit’s feeling he is not wanted until 
he has proved his mettle. This process is rather long and tedious, 
and he often feels he is not only trying to learn -to ring, but trying 
to get the right to learn.

Another problem (which is in some ways allied to the one just 
mentioned) is the fact that the backbone o f  ringing societies has 
tended to become their peal total and not the manning o f as many 
ropes as possible for  service.

In order to justifv our existence and the reconstruction and repair 
o f our bells after the war, service ringing will have to be our main 
object. Societies can do a great deal to help in this, by  giving more 
prominence to such things as local peals, Sunday service quarter- 
neals and more detailed particulars o f the state o f Sunday rinsring 
in their reports and not so much elaboration o f peals and their 
performers. •

Perhaps these points are not strong enough to warrant scrapping 
the whole o f our present system, but they are lines which societies 
could study and make plans to give a lead in post-war reconstruction.

Readers are reminded that contributions to the discussion should 
reach us by Monday next.
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SURREY ASSOCIATION.
COM M ITTEE’S W AR-TIM E POW ERS. 

Members recommended to follow Conference Arguments.
The annual meeting o f the Surrey Association was held at Croydon 

on Saturday, April 26th. The middle eight o f the twelve at St. 
John’s had hod their clappers removed and members took the oppor­
tunity to renew acquaintance with a bell rope. Stedman and Cam­
bridge were rung previous to the service, which took place in the 
fine church, and was conducted by the Rev. E. E. Stanton, who took 
the occasion to remind his listeners that during this inactive period 
the ideals which bellringers helped to proclaim must not be lost sight 
of, but that we must be ready to take up our duties when the oppor­
tunity was again given to us. Tea was served in the Parish Hall, 
Silverdale Road.

Its proportions fully maintained the reputation associated with the 
repasts which have hitherto been provided by the Croydon ‘ syndicate.*

The business meeting commenced about 6 p .m ., and in the absence 
o f the Master, Mr. M. A. Northover was elected chairman. There 
were present about 50 members and friends, including Mr. C. F. 
Johnston and the Rev. E. E. Stanton.

Mr. Northover, on behalf o f the association, expressed disappoint­
ment at the absence o f  the Master, Mr. I). K. C. Birt, but trusted 
his stay in the country was proving enjoyable and sent him the meet­
ing’s best wishes.

The treasurer’s statement o f accounts was read and passed. There 
were no new members to be elected, nor elections to be ratified. 

COMMITTEE’S REPORT.
The committee’s report for the past year was read by the secretary 

and accepted. In the report especial thanks were accorded to Mr. 
G. W . Massey, o f Claygate, for nis services in connection with meet­
ings held during the year, and best wishes were expressed upon his 
forthcoming entry into H.M. Forces. The details o f the meetings 
held during the past year revealed that enthusiasm in the association 
was by no means lacking.

It  was confirmed that a  letter had been addressed to  each incum­
bent o f affiliated fowers, whereby the services o f a sub-committee to 
advise and assist in the event o f  bells becoming damaged by enemy 
action were offered, but, thanks to Providence, they had not been 
called upon to offer any assistance. In the same letter occasion was 
taken to enquire if bell frames had been correctly and adequately 
insured against war risks.

On the translation o f the Bishop o f .  Croydon to Portsmouth, a 
letter had been sent to this very good friend o f the association offer­
ing congratulations on his appointment. A  letter in reply was sub­
sequently read to the meeting.

I t  was also announced that the new Bishop o f Southwark had con­
sented to occupy the office of his predecessor as president o f  the 
association.

Handbell and tower bell ringing still flourishes at the two Croydon 
churches and also at Leatherhead, though the tower bell ringing is 
o f the dumb variety.

Opportunity was taken to renew the association’ s best wishes to 
those o f its members serving with H.M. Forces with a hope for their 
safe and speedy return.

It  was finally recommended that members should follow closely the 
arguments under the Ringers* Conference at present appearing in
* The Ringing W orld * and reflect on these; also to endeavour to bring 
them to the notice o f non-readers, it being the duty o f all lovers of 
ringing to do what they could to maintain interest.

OFFICERS RE-ELECTED.
The existing officers were re-elected for the coming year as follows : 

President, the Bishop o f Southwark; Master. Mr. D. K . C. B irt: 
treasurer, Mr. C- H. K ippin: secretary. Mr. E. G. T albot: assistant 
secretary, Mr. C. Parks: auditor, Mr. G. Wr. Steere. Messrs. Cooper 
and K iooin were elected to serve on the Central Council should this 
body decide to meet.

Following a resolution from  the Committee the meeting adopted, 
with one dissentient, the following m otion: 'D u r in g  war time the 
General Committee shall have power to suspend or m odify anv rule 
subject to subsequent confirmation by the annual general meeting o f 
the association.'

W hilst the secretary on behalf o f the committee admitted that in 
peace time such a step would not be requested, he was sure that the 

(Continued in next column.)

DEATH OF MR. CORNELIUS CHARGE.
RIN GER IN  ENGLAND AND NEW  ZEALAND.

W e regret to record the death o f Mr. Cornelius Charge, o f 6, Merthyr 
Avenue, East Cosham, Portsmouth, who passed away on May 1st. 
The funeral took place on Monday at Farlington Church.

Mr. Charge, who served for a long period in the 'Metropolitan Police 
Force, was at the time a well-known and active ringer in London and 
devoted his attention to composition. He produced a number o f 
peals, particularly o f Stedman Caters, and his name was frequently 
to be found in peal reports as the composer. Altogether, Mr. Charge 
had a keen interest in ringing for over 50 years.

A fter he retired from the police force he went to live in New Zealand 
for some years, and was residing in Auckland on the occasion o f the 
visit o f some o f the Australian touring party in 1934. Mr. Charge 
went on the long journey to Christchurch, South Island, with the 
visiting ringers and took part at the Cathedral in the two abortive 
attempts for a peal o f Bod M ajor, one o f which came to an end, to 
everybody’s great disappointment, after more than three hours’ 
ringing.

The warmth o f Mr. and Mrs. Charge’s hospitality during the stay 
in Auckland will always be remembered by the travellers, who join 
with Mr. Charge’s other friends in expressing deep sympathy with 
Mrs. Charge in her loss.

CAPT. S. G. ARMSTRONG KILLED.
H IS R A PID  ARM Y PROMOTION.

The death lias occurred in Libya o f Capt. Sidney George Armstrong, 
who before he joined the Army in 1934 was an active ringer both in 
Surrey and the London area. He was the eldest o f six sons o f Mr. 
and Mrs. G. Armstrong and began his bellringing at Bagshot in 1922. 
H e was always ambitious and when he took up his Arm y career at. 
the age o f 27 by joining the R.A.M .C. he advanced very rapidly. He 
was transferred to India within a year and was on the point of re­
turning to England when the war broke out and he was instead drafted 
to Egypt, where towards the end o f 1940 he was given a commission 
in a line regiment.

In July, 1941, he was posted * missing,’ bu t within a month news 
was received that he had been released from  enemy hands and had 
rejoined his unit. He was promoted captain shortly after, and in 
August, 1941, was married in Cairo Cathedral to an Englishwoman. 
Two or three months later he went into action again, and was killed on 
December 7th, 1941, a t  Tobruk (or just outside). News has since 
been received that he was buried in Tobruk Cemetery. H e was 35 
years o f age.

SURREY ASSOCIATION.
(Continued from previous column.) 

meeting would appreciate that it would be practically impossible under 
present conditions to m odify or alter rules as occasion demanded i f  it  
was necessary to call a special meeting and to obtain the minimum 
number o f  votes required as demanded by the rules. The meeting 
being held that day was a case in point. The rules required this 
meeting to be held in March normally, but it could not be denied 
the extra daylight in April was a distinct advantage. * He further 
informed the meeting that they could rest assured that no step would 
be taken contrary to the interests o f the association.

Mr. Kippin spoke in favour o f the resolution, and Mr. Northover 
also gave his support. A fter some discussion the motion was passed.

It  was then decided that the resolution as worded should be added 
to rule 15(a).

Following a resolution from the annual meeting o f the North-West 
District, the meeting recommended that due consideration be given 
immediately by the Central Council members regarding the ownership 
o f * The Ringing W orld '  in time to come.

Mr. Kippin informed the meeting that, as treasurer, he had received 
no contributions from the Southern District. The treasurer o f that 
district had received no moneys from  the secretary, although it was 
fairly certain that a number o f subscriptions had been paid. Mr. 
Kippin, therefore, demanded that the General Committee should 
meet and investigate the oosition.—Mr. D. Cooper seconded.

The meeting terminated with votes o f thanks to the Rev. E. C. 
Stanton, the organist and verger, and to Mr. D. Cooper and Miss 
W illiams for the excellent catering arrangements.

Mr. Northover extended the thanks of the association to the com­
mittee for their efforts during the year.

s s r  S M I T H  of D E R B Y
for Church and Turret Clocks Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous Clocks, including St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and throughout the world.
JOHN SMITH & SONS Midland Clock Works Derbv Ltd Head office acd W o rk s- T el. No. d e r b y  45569ju n w  a m i in g  jun3> im oiana u o c i  w o rm , i/crpy, n o .  q u e e n  s t r e e t ,  d e r b y  Grams c l o c k s ,  d e r b y
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS. — 
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, May 9th, 
at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E .l, at 3 p.m. 
—A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— South-Western Division.—  
A meeting will be held at Hornchurch on Saturday, May 
9th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Service at 4 p.m. Meet­
ing to follow. All ringers welcome.— J. H. Crampion, 
Hon. Dis. Sec., 14, Wellesley Road, Wanstead, E . l l .

ISLEW ORTH , M IDDLESEX.— The All Saints’ band 
invite ringers to attend an open meeting for handbell 
ringing and social intercourse at All Saints’ Parish 
Church, Isleworth, on Saturday, May 9th. Handbell 
ringing from 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m., followed by tea 
and further handbells in the Mission Hall, South Street. 
You will be very welcome, so do come along and bring 
your friends. —  (Mrs.) O. L. Rogers, Tower Sec., 17, 
Harvard Road, Isleworth.

SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION. —  Meeting at 
Malinslee, Saturday, May 9th, 3 p.m. Handbells and 
possibly ‘ silent ’ tower bell ringing. Local ringers and 
friends are hoping to provide tea. Good bus service 
from Wellington. Please make this meeting known to 
fellow ringers and come along.— E. D. Poole, Hon. Sec., 
20, Wrekin View, Madeley, Shropshire.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD. —  The annual 
meeting will be held at Salisbury in the Church House 
on Saturday, May 9th, at 3 p.m. Guild service in St. 
Thomas’ Church at 4.30 p.m. Handbells available. —
F. LI. Edwards, Hon. Sec., Kington Magna Rectory, 
Gillingham, Dorset.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON­
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— Annual general meeting, 
Saturday, May i 6th, at St. Lawrence’s Church, Brentford 
(High Street). Handbell ringing from 3 p.m. Service at 
4 . Tea in the Parish Koom at 4.45 p.m. Charge about 
1/3  (not more). Business to follow. All requiring tea 
must advise Mr. J. E. L. Cockey, 1 , Listoke, Edgehill 
Road, W .1 3 , by May n th . Buses from Hammersmith 
and Shepherds Bush to Isleworth and Hanwell pass the 
church, about half-a-mile west of Kew Bridge.— C. T . 
Coles, Hon. Gen. Sec.

BARNSLEY AND DISTRICT SOCIETY.— The next 
meeting will be held at Felkirk on Saturday, May 16th. 
Handbells available 2.30 p.m. in the Schoolroom. Six 
silent tower bells also available if required. Tea will be 
provided for those who notify me not later than W ed­
nesday, May 13th. All are welcome. —  Daniel Smith, 
Hon. Sec., 28, Chapel Street, Shafton, near Barnsley.

O X FO RD  DIOCESAN GUILD.— Reading Branch.—  
The annual meeting will be held on Saturday, May 9th, 
in the Vestry of St. Laurence’s Church, Reading, at 4 
p.m. Handbells from 3 p.m. Own arrangements for 
tea.— E. G. Foster, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— A meeting of the North- 
Western Division will be held at the Church, Harlow 
Common, on Saturday, May 16th. Silent ringing and 
handbells from 3 p.m. Tea at 4.30. Business to follow.—  
W . Wheeler, Mill Street, Harlow Common.

H ERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION. —  St. 
Albans District.— A meeting will be held at St. Peter’s, 
St. Albans, on Saturday, May 16th. Tower open at 3 
p.m. for stimulating interest for new recruits, showing 
them and any others the working o f the bells. This 
meeting terminates the ‘ Bell W eek.’ Lecture, with 
lantern slides, on Tuesday, 12th, in St. Peter’s Institute, 
Hatfield Road, at 8 p.m. Handbell practice in the tower 
on Thursday, 14th, at 8 p.m.— H. J. Hazell, Dis. Sec., 
15, King’s Hill Avenue, St. Albans.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester 
District.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Syston on 
May 16th. Ringing from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting at 
Mr. E. Payne’ s, near church, at 5.15 p.m. It is essential 
that those requiring tea should notify me by May 13th. 
— H. W . Perkins, Hon. Dis. Sec.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— The 63rd annual meeting 
will be held at Chelmsford on Saturday, May 23rd. Ser­
vice in Cathedral 4 p.m. Meeting in Chapter House
4.45 p.m. (approx.). Tea afterwards at Cannon’ s 
Restaurant. Please notify me if tea required not later 
than Thursday, May 21st. Tower bells (8) and hand­
bells available from 2.30 p.m.— L. J. Clark, Hon. Sec., 
36, Lynmouth Avenue, Chelmsford.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern District. —  
The annual meeting will be held at Howden on Saturday, 
May 23rd. ‘ Silent ’ ringing on bells (8) from 2.30 to 
8 o ’clock. Short Service in church at 4 p.m. Fish tea 
at Manor House Cafe at 5 p.m. (2s. each) for all who 
notify Mr. J. W . Thompson, 16, Northolmby Street, 
Howden, E. Yorks., by Tuesday, May 19th. Business 
meeting for election of officers, etc., after tea. —  H. H. 
Morley, Hon. Sec., 5, Ebor Street, Selby.

SU RREY ASSOCIATION. —  North-Western Dis­
trict.— The next meeting will be held at Kingston-on- 
Thames on W hit Monday, May 25th. Full details next 
week.— G. W . MaSsey, Hon. Dis. Sec.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  The 
annual meeting will be held (d . v .)  at Kettering on Whit 
Monday, May 25th. Central committee 2.45, Parish 
Hall, Market Place. Service, with address, 3.30, Church 
of SS. Peter and Paul. Tea 4, followed by business 
meeting and election of officers. (Tea will be arranged 
only for those whose names are received by the general 
secretary not later than May 18th. This is definite.) 
Handbells available before and after the meeting.— Robt.
G. Black, Hon. Gen. Sec., Stamford Road, Geddington, 
Kettering.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD. — 
The meeting at Balcombe, arranged for July, will be 
held on Saturday, May 30th. Silent tower bells and 
handbells. Names for tea by Wednesday, May 27th, to 
Mr. A. Laker, Barnfield Cottages, Balcombe, Sussex. 
Please endeavour to attend this meeting.— C. A. Bassett,

' Hon. Sec.
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Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulveraton, Lancs

WM. POTTS & SONS LTD’
(ESTA B LISH E D  1833).

CATHEDRAL, CHURCH AND TO M R  CLOCK M ANUFACTURERS
Matters of many o f  the largest and most Important Clocl&s 

In the World.
CLOCKS R E PAIRED  AND D IA L S R E STO R E D .

‘ THE GUILDFORD GLOCK WORKS,’
B ankfield  Te rra c e , B urley, Leeds.

And at 9 , Adelphl Chambers, Shakespeare St., 
N ew oastle-on-Tyne, 

and 8 6 , Carver Street, Moorhead, Sheffield.

E ST A B L ISH E D  1 7 6 0JOHN NICOLL,
Church Bell Rope and Clock Rope 

Manufacturer,
64, LEWISHAM PARK, LONDON, S.W.13

Late of BERMONDSEY and PECKHAM.

Maker to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Insti­
tute, Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Albans, Lincoln, Durham, Peter­
borough, Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St. Patrick’s, 

Manchester, Durban and W orcester Cathedrals, etc., etc.

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing fuTT and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P rice :— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 /9  
(6 copies for i 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp., 

1 / 2  (6 copies for  6 /-) .
O b ta fn s b ie  o n ly  p o s t  f r e e  f r o m  R ev . E. 8 .  P O W E L L , 

S t a v e r t o n  V lo a ra fte . n e a r  D a v e n tr y .

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHING 

Est. 1820 -----------  Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (ROPES) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O rder your B ell R opes now , before  prices increase, 
pre-war quality, and send us your old  B ell R opes for 

repairs w hilst not in use.

C lock  and Chim ing R op es. F lexib le  Ends, Splicing and R epairs 
R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

THE RINGER’S BADGE,
Supplied as Stud for Buttonhole, 

Brooch or Pendant
With name of your Association engraved

Illustration.
. .  45/- 

7/6 
4/-

Names or Presentation Inscriptions can 
be engraved cn tbe reverse side at a 

small extra charge.

get. H A LL M ARKED GOLD 
H A LL MARKED SIL V E R  
G IL T  OR W H ITE M ETAL

GEO. STACEY, S S £ * “
s..ci , »  6, pARK ST., MINIHEAD, SOMERSET

SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION 
OR WEDDING GIFT

CORRECTLY MODELLED BELL INKSTAND
(R eg d , Design)

IN SOLID SILVER

Diameter 2Jin. 2 ; in. 3{in. 31 in. 4in. « m . 5in 5(m. 
Price 1 8 / 6  2 2 / 6  2 8 /6  3 3 / 6  4 2 / -  5 2 / 6  6 7 / S  7 8 / S

The 5 inch size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T. E. RUSSELL Jeweller & ©pttciait
Telephone 276 WOKING

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd ., Guild­
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd ., Breams
Buildings, London, E .C .4 .


