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H E R T F O R D S H I R E  R E S O L U T IO N S
• The activity of the Watford District has been one of 

the most encouraging signs of life in the Hertford County 
Association during .the depression caused by the war. The 
district has met with considerable regularity and, while 
it has offered excellent opportunities for handbell practice 
by reason of the talented members who reside in the area, 
there must be something beyond this in its virility to con
tinue to draw suCh excellent attendances at its meetings.
On the last occasion that the district met it developed 
discussions on more than more subject; at least some 
formal resolutions were adopted. One expressed a de
sire for the publication in ‘ The Ringing World ’ of Dr. 
Slack’s two-part peal of Stedman Triples, as marking an 
important development in the history of the method. 
While agreeing that this peal is something new in com
position, its ‘ importance ’ as a development of Stedman 
Triples is not, we think, so obvious. Let us not be mis
understood. Dr. Slack’s peal is the outcpme of genius 
and skill, but it is not a development in composition which 
can have the effect, for instance, of the discovery of the 
twin-bob principle, or even of the application of odd-bob 
courses to peal construction. That, however, is not the 
reason why hitherto the figures of the peal have not ap- • 
peared in our columns. W e have felt that it would serve 
little if any useful purpose. To the ordinary reader, in
deed even to the average conductor the mere printing of 
the figures would convey very little except the idea of an 
indigestible mass of six-ends. The peal has been called 
once, and few, if any, conductors, are likely to undertake 
it, again, except maybe to add it to their records as some
thing of a freak performance. Those who want to call it 
for this purpose can always obtain the figures from manu
script, and the composition might quite appropriately find 
a place in the Central Council library.

Another resolution of the meeting, and one which was 
carried unanimously, was an instruction to the district re
presentatives on the association’s committee to oppose 
the payment of the next subscription to the Central Coun
cil in view of the ‘ torpidity ’ of that body. It is true that 
the Council’s activities have been almost, if not entirely, 
suspended owing ta the war, but so have those of a good 
many associations, and it hardly seems loyal in days of 
stress to deny the. Council support merely because the war 
has made it impossible to hold the customary meetings. ’ 
After all, the subscription to the Council is little more 
than a ‘ token ’ contribution at any time, and while they 
complain of the ordinary members who make excuses in 
these days for not paying their dues, the associations 
themselves should set an example and meet their moral 

,  (C o n tin u e d  on- p a g e  590.)
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responsibilities. It will be all the easier to get going 
again after the war if the Central Council can function as 
a fully organised body immediately the opportunity oc
curs. But if there are secessions now, time will be re
quired to bring the Council back to its full representative 
strength at a moment when we may require it urgently to 
act as the mouthpiece of the Exercise in the days of recon
struction. The attitude of the Watford District is, we 
feel, particularly regrettable in that it sets a bad example 
not only in Hertfordshire, but to members of other 
associations who may be thinking of the present rather 
than the future.

Having said this, we must add that we do feel that 
ringers generally would welcome some greater signs of 
life than the executive of the Council has shown. It is 
not so much evidence of persistent activity that is re
quired, because that is rendered impossible by the de
mands upon the members by the war effort, but it would 
be encouraging^from time to time to learn what "is going 
on quietly behmd the scenes, for we do know that the in
terests of the Exercise have not been entirely neglected. 
If the Council as a body does not meet, it is only because 
it is felt that it would be wasted effort to try to call to
gether a hundred or more members whose energies are 
bent on war work and who therefore could not give a 
couple of days each 'for such a purpose. That does not 
make it any the less desirably that the Exercise should 
know what the executive is doing to keep the organisa
tion in being and in touch with the affairs which may 
have a serious influence on ringing in the future.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
B U R G E S S  H I L L , S U S S E X .

T H E  S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On Sunday, November 30, 1941, in T w o H ours and Nineteen Minutes,
A t  R e s t o r m b i ,  1« n e s  L a n B j 

A P E A L  O F  BOB M A JO R , 5040 C H A N Q E 8 ;
M r s . F . I .  H a i r s .......................  1-2 I R . G o rd on  C r o ss  .............. 5-6
F r a n k  I .  H a ir s  ........................ 3-4 | M r s . R . G .  C ross  ..............  7-8

C o n d u cte d  b y  F ra n k  I .  H a ir s .,
.  B R I S T O L .

T H E  G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R I S T O L  D I O C E S A N  A S S O C IA T I O N .

( B r is t o l  G u il d  o f  H a n d b e l l  R in g e r s . )
On Tuesday, December 2, 1941, in Two H ours and F orty-O ne Minutes,

A t  2 1 , W a t h b n  R o a d , S t . A n d r e w ’ s ,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  T R I P L E S ,  5040 C H A N G E S '

P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v e -p a r t  (7th  ob se rv a tio n ). T e n o r  s ize  17 in  A .
R o y sto n  G . B r y a n t .............  1-2 I A l b e r t  M , T y l e r  .............. 5-6

• T h om as H a r r i s ....................... 3-4 | D o n a id  G . C l i f t ......................  7-8
C o n d u cte d  b y  A l b r r t  M . T y l e r .

*  F ir s t  h a n d b e ll p e a l a w a y  fro m  1-2. R u n g  to  co m m em o ra te  th e  
fo rm in g  o f  th e  G u ild  in  N o ve m b e r, 1940.

B U R G E S S  H I L L . S U S S E X .
T H E  S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

On F tiday, December 5 , 1941, in T w o H ours and Sixteen Minutes,
A t  R k 'T O R M e l , J a n e s  L a n e ,

A P E A L  O F  B O B  M A JO R , SOM C H A N G E S )
T e n o r s ize  15  in  C .

E d w in  A . B a r n e t t  .............  1-2 I R . G o r d o n  C ro ss  .............. 5-6
F r a n k  I .  H a ir s  . . . ' .............  3-4 | M r s . F . I . H a i r s .......................  7-8

C on d u cted  b y  R . G o r t o n  C ro ss .

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN . FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established ISO years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM
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• ‘ C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A .’
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  581.) 1

THE NAMES ON TH E TITLE PAGE.
William Jones cherished two great ambitions. One 

was to issue a really good book on ringing; the other 
was to be the most important and prominent man among 
London ringers. These two ambitions merged into each 
other and contributed to each other.

The leadership he aimed at was not the sort that Ben
jamin Annable or George ,̂ Partrick had exercised. An- 

•nable was leader of the London Exercise by virtue of 
being the most skilful ringer, the best conductor, and the 
most outstanding composer. When he spoke men 
listened because they recognised him as an authority. 
Jones had no such qualifications. He was a good ringer, 
a competent conductor, and he knew something about 
composition, but there were several other men who far 
surpassed him in these things. He was no heavy-bell 
ringer, and he did not take part in any of the peals of 
outstanding merit, such as the Cambridge Surprise at St. 
Giles’-in-the-Fields, or the Stedman Caters at Horsley- 
down. What he aimed at was to be the patron of other 
ringers, to gefr together the most skilful band possible and 
to share vicariously in the glory of their achievements.

In this ambition he had no small degree (of success. 
Rather pompous and superior in manner and dictatorial 
in temper, for a time he dominated a large and important 
number of first-class ringers. There is nothing elsewhere 
like the record of fulsome flattery which the peal board at 
Horsleydown paid him— he at the time still living and a 
comparatively young man. ‘ May this panel (so it read) 
transmit their names (those of the men who rang in the 
peal) to posterity with that of the ingenious Mr. W . Jones 
(who did not take part) on whose abilities his inimitable 
commentaries so happily concludes with : Here the Cynic 
and the Panegyrist stop and join in eulogies to such dis
tinguished merit.’

But the position was a radically unsound one. The 
leading London rirjgers were far too independent and in
dividualistic and the traditions of the old companies, es
pecially of the College Youths, far too strong for a patron 
to be permanently possible, and when the crisis came 
Jones’ ambitions and dreams of domination crumbled 
into nothing.

The character and personality of John Reeves are one 
of the enigmas of the history of London ringing. His 
record shows that he was a keen and skilful ringer j  we 
know that he had a first-class mathematical brain; and 
he ranks as one of the foremost composers of all time. 
But of the man himself we know almost nothing. He 
was born about 1740, and he died about 1820. He lived 
at Whitechapel or nearby; he joined the Cumberlands in 
1761; and from then until the time of his death he was 
one of the best-known ringers in the metropolis.

But what sort of a man he was, what his station in 
life, what his trade or occupation, what degree of educa
tion he possessed— these things we do not know. There 
are no tales told about him, no traditions, no letters or 
manuscripts of his survive. At one time or another he 
held the foremost place in each of the leading companies 
except the ‘ junior’ Society of College Youths; but he 
never held that position for long, and the last ten years 
and more of his ringing career were spent in obscurity, 
only relieved by two performances of outstanding interest.

W e are rather compelled to suspect some defect or

, deficiency in the man’s make-up. It may have been a 
j  domineering or quarrelsome nature; or a bitter or sar- 
| castic tongue; or just merely coldness and lack of sym
pathy which failed to attract men, and gave to his rivals 
a decisive advantage. It is significant that, though his 
peals v^ere widely know and widely rung, yet ringers in 
general seem to have been chary of allowing him any 
credit for them; his name is never mentioned as the com
poser, except on one or two occasions when he himself 
called the bobs; and it was not until his old age that Ship- 
way in his book generously acknowledged his outstand
ing merits.

Though the evidence is so very weak, I am inclined to 
think that Reeves belonged to the lower orders, that, like 
John Holt, he was without any particular education, and 
that his success was due to his natural abilities and to his 
industry.

To give an account of his ringing career would be to 
tell the tale of London ringing during the last fifty years 
of the eighteenth century, and that is outside my present 
subject. Nor do I propose to deal in any detail with his 
compositions which, however, will amply repay careful 
study. His first peal as composer and conductor was 
rung as early as 1764, and wa# one of Bob Major in three 
parts with sixty-six bobs only. This, we may reasonably 
conclude, was identical with one John Holt had called 
several years before, but it was the forerunner of a bril
liant series of compositions.

Two years later tHfe London Youths rang a 6,608 in 
the same method, conducted by Thomas Harrison, and 
containing ‘ the full extent of changes with bobs on five 
bells.’ Reeves did not take part, nor was his name men
tioned, but he was the composer. It was a very fine 
achievement, not only to produce such a peal at that early 
date, but especially to have proved that it was the extent. 
In merit the composition ranks with Holt’s Original. 
This wras only one of a very excellent group of Bob Major 
peals.

In the year 1767 Thomas Harrison called for the Lon
don Youths at Lewisham a very interesting peal of Treble 
Bob Major. The length was 5,120, but it was a reduction 
of a five-part composition containing 6,400 changes and 
the sixty course-ends. The lead-ends are true, but men 
had not yet realised the necessity for proving the interior 
rows, and the peal is false. But only just so. By using 
the alternative calling in the last course of each part the 
repetitions can be avoided, and this will give John 
Reeves’ well-known five-part composition with 6,720 
changes and the sixty course-ends.

The peal is interesting for another thing. In its 
original 'form, though false for Major, it supplies the 
familiar four courses which have been usecPtime and 
again to produce the twelve course-ends with the sixth at 
home in Royal and Maximus. Ignorance of the liability 
to internal falseness no doubt spoilt most of Reeves’ early 
peals of Treble Bob, but later on he was to master the 
proof of the method with the tenors together, and to pro
duce a splendid series covering practically the whoW range 
of composition in the method'as understood in his day.

For the making of a good book on change ringing, 
William Jones and John Reeves formed an almost perfect 
combination. Jones had literary ability, but it would have 
been futile without technical knowledge. Reeves had 
technical knowledge far beyond any other man of his 
time, but it would have been sterile without literary skill.

(C o n tin u e d  o n  n e x t  p a c e .)
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‘ C L A V I S  C A M P A N O L O G I A .’
JOHN REEVES AND THOMAS BLAKEMORE.

(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .)

Where the one was most deficient, there the other was 
best equipped, and this fact not only clearly detoed their 
several roles, but ruled out any causes of d ilu te  and 
jealousy between the two.

The part played by Thomas Blakemore was a subordin
ate one. A Piccadilly stationer and bookseller, he be
longed to the lower middle classes, and necessarily had 
some education and knowledge of books. He was the 
publisher of the * Clavis,’ and his value to the combina
tion lay in the fact that he understood the technique of 
putting a book together, of dealing with ihe printers, of 
proof reading and of securing subscribers.

But it may well be doubted whether he was content 
with his subordinate position. He was just as ambitious 
as the other two to be the leading ringer of the day. He 
probably looked on Reeves as his inferior, as people of 
the lower middle class did on people of the lower class, 
and he probably was not disposed to treat Jones as his 
superior as Reeves was. He was a composer and a con
ductor, and in both roles his ambitions clashed with those 
of John Reeves. 0

Thomas Blakemore was the disruptive force among the 
authors of the ‘ Clavis.’ For five or six* years the three 
men worked together on the book and within, first the 
Society of London Youths, and then the ancient Society 
of College Youths. W e can imagine the growing jealousy 
and rivalry between Reeves and Blakemore, kept within 
bounds for long by the influence of William Jones, and 
then coming to a crisis after the Norwich visit, and end
ing finally in a hot dispute and the break-up of the ancient 
Society of College Youths.

And now that the book was finished and on the mar
ket, the three men parted company and went each his own 
way. All. three had yet many years to live as ringers, but 
they never again associated together, and probably never 
again so much as met. Reeves joined the Cumberland 
Youths, Blakemore became the leader of the reunited 
Society of College Youths. /

For William Jones these changes meant the end of his 
ambition to be the leading man in the London Exercise," 
and he accepted the situation completely and finally. He 
continued to be an active ringer for twenty years more, 
and rang several peals; but, except for a short time when 
he was a member of the Society of Cumberland Youths, 
he confined himself to the belfries of the western suburbs, 
and chiefly to Kensington, where apparently he lived. It 
is perhaps significant that, although both he and Reeves 
called peals for the Cumberlands in 1789 and 1791, the 
two did nwt take part together in any performance.

No doubt William Jones found compensation for his 
disappointments in the ‘ Clavis Campanalogia.’ The man 
who sees in print for the first time the book on which he 
has been working for years has a sense of pride and satis
faction which is all his own, and which amply repays him 
for hiŝ  troubles and his set-backs. Here, Jones may well 
have thought, was his real claim to fame. Far better 
than any board at Horsleydown, the book would ‘ trans
mit his name to posterity.’ But in this, too, he has been 
singularly unfortunate. The ‘ Clavis ’ was the most 
famous of all books on ringing, and was known to almost 
every member of the Exercise. The author was almost 
entirely forgotten.

For this there were two main reasons. Jones asso
ciated two, other names v îth his own on the title page. 
The impression was created that the book was the work 
of a committee, and the idea of a committee suggests 
something impersonal. W e cannot, of course, say defi
nitely what share and what responsibility each of the three 
men had in the book, but if Jones had followed modarn 
usage he probably would have put his own name on the 
title page as author, put Reeves’ name at the foot of the 
compositions, and acknowledged Blakemore’s help in the 
preface.

The second reason was that, while Jones ehose an ex
traordinarily fine name for the book, one which appealed 
to the imagination of the Exercise, his own name ,was 
prosaic and commonplace to the last degree. W hy there 
should be something distinctive about such a name as 
Adam Smith or Samuel Johnson, and nothing at all about 
such a name as William Jones is hard to see; but so it 
is, and ringers always refer to the book as the ‘ Clavis,’ 
never as Jones’ book. Yet they, talk about Shipway’s 
book and Hubbard’s and Troyte’s ; and perhaps never 
know what titles those books actually possess.

As I have said, we cannot definitely sa^ how far the 
responsibility for the ‘ Clavis ’ as a whole is shared by 
the three authors, but the main contribution of each is 
clearly marked. Tradition has credited John Reeves with 
the authorship of all the compositions to which a name 
is not put. The book itself does not say so. What it 
does say is that ‘ {here will not be wanting those who 
may lay claim to some of our productions and charge us 
with plagiarism ; but should even that be the case, we do 
assure the candid and impartial public that whatever oc
casion we have had of introducing anything not our own, 
we have always introduced its author, except the matter 
was too old to do it with tolerable certainty.’

The reference seems to be to the fact that other men 
had conducted as their own composition peals which are 
jisualiy considered to be by Reeves; and especially perhaps 
to the elder George Gross. Elsewhere in the book there 
is an oblique reference to a peal o f1 Grandsire Triples 
which Gross claimed to have been composed by him, but 
which, it is hinted, was only a simple variation of Holt’s 
ten-part.
*In the Cumberlands’ peal book the 12,000 of Treble 

Bob Royal rung at Shoreditch in 1784 is said to have 
been composed and called by Gross, and that probably 
was only one of several instances where Gross used 
Reeves’ work for his own purposes without ̂ acknowledg
ment. Here, no doubt, is the cause of the jealousy and 
rivalry which undoubtedly existed between the'two men.

W e have not got Gross’ version of the matter, and as 
all but one or two of his compositions have perished we 
cannot give any definite opinion of his merits as a com
poser ; but it is significant that Shipway who, though a 
younger man, was contemporaneous with Reeves and 
Gross and knew them both, ascribed in his book all the 
disputed peals to the former. I have, however, a sus
picion that Gross, who was an ignorant and unlettered 
man, had snubbed Shipway when, as a novice, he asked 
him about composition.

B O U R N E M O U T H .— A t  S t . P e t e r ’ s H a ll on  N o v e m b e r  25tli, 501 
G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  : H . R . M itch e ll 1-2, M rs. F . J .  M a rsh a llsa y  (con
d u cto r) 3-4, E . G . L . C o w a rd  5-6, F . S . W ilso n  7-8. O n D ece m b e r 2nd, 
a q u a rte r-p e a l o f  G ra n d sir e  D o u b le s : M rs. F . J . M a rsh a llsa y  1-2, 

\ E . G . L . C o w a rd  (con d u ctor) 3-4, F . S . W ilso n  5-6.
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S T Y L E  IN  R IN G IN G .
T o th e  E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— ‘ O n ce a  N o v ic e  ’ a p p e a rs  to  co n sid er t h a t  a  r in g e r , w h ose 
s ta n c e  ox s ty le  is  n o t  q u it e  as  th e  b o o k  p re scrib e s, is  a  s lo v e n ly  r in g e r  
a n d  a d v o c a te s  t h a t  a l l  r in g e rs  sh o u ld  r in g  th e ir  'b e lls  w i th  m ilita ry  
p recis io n .

W h ils t  a g re e in g  t h a t  s lo v e n ly  r in g in g  w h ic h  p ro d u c es  b a d  s tr ik in g  
is  to  b e  d isco u ra g e d , m y  ow n  v ie w  is  t h a t  th e  o n ly  t i lin g  t h a t  m a tte r s  
is  w h e th e r  th e  m an  a t  th e  r o p e ’s  en d  c a n  c o n tro l h is  b e l l  in  su c h  a  
w a y  t h a t  he ca n  s tr ik e  i t  p e r fe c t ly .

I f  b y  d e p a r t in g  fr o m  th e  te x t-b o o k  h e  c a n  r in g  m ore  c o m fo rta b ly  
fo r  lo n g  p e rio d s  a n d  .s tr ik e  h is  b e ll p e r fe c t ly  w h ils t  d o in g  so, I  see 
no rea so n  w h y  h e  sh o u ld  b e  c a lle d  a  s lo ve n ly  r in g e r .

T h e  illu s tr a t io n  o f th e  so ld ie r  a n d  h is  d rills  is  h a r d ly  f a i r  com 
p a riso n  to  a p p ly  to  r in g e rs , s in ce  I  th in k  i t  is  g e n e r a lly  a c ce p te d  t h a t  
m ilit a r y  d isc ip lin e  is  fo u n d e d  o n  fe a r , a n d  I  fe e l su re  t h a t  n o  r in g e r  
w o u ld  a d v o c a te  b u lly in g  a  n o v ic e  in to  sh ap e.

M y  ow n  v ie w  is  t h a t  e a c h  r in g e r  m u st fo rm  h is  o w n  in d iv id u a l s ty le  
o f  h a n d lin g  a  b e ll, b u t t h a t  a l l 'm u s t  a d h e re  to  th e  so u n d  a d v ic e  g iv e n  
to  m e, ‘  H a v e  one e a r  u p  to p  a n d  o n e  d o w n  h e r e ,’ a n d  b e  a b le  to  
a c t  o n  w h a t  th e y  h e a r. J .  E . B A I L E Y .

D a r tfo r d .

H A N D B E L L S .
T o th e E d itor.

D e a r  S ir ,— N o w  t h a t  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  h a s  com e so m u ch  to  th e  
fo re , co u ld  w e  n o t h a v e  an  a r t ic le  o r  series  o f  a r tic le s  o n  th e  m a k ers  
o f  h a n d b e lls?  I  im a g in e  th e re  m u st h a v e  b een  m a n y  fa m o u s m a k e rs  
in  th e  p a s t. I  h a v e  a p e a l o f  28 m y s e lf  m ad e b y  on e o f  th e  S ym o n d - 
sons, a n d  I  a m  to ld  th e y  m u st b e  a t  le a s t  100 y e a r s  old.

T h e r e  m u st b e  m a n y  p e a ls  as  o ld  o r  o ld e r  a b o u t, a n d  m u ch  cou ld  
s u r e ly  b e  w r itte n  o f  th e m  w h ic h  w o u ld  in te r e s t  u s r in g e rs . In  clo sin g  
m a y  I  o ffe r  m y  h u m b le  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  on y o u r  effo rts  to  k e e p  ‘ T h e  
K in g in g  W o rld  ' so in te r e stin g .

H . J .  S A N G E R .
T h e  d iffic u lty  o f co m p ly in g  w ith  o u r  co rre sp o n d e n t’ s re q u e s t is  

t h a t  m a k e rs  o f  h a n d b e lls  h a v e  n o t le f t  th e ir  m a rk  u p on  th e  p ro d u c t 
o f  th e ir  h a n d ic r a ft  to  th e  sa m e  d e g re e  a s  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  ch u rch  
b e lls , n e ith e r  h a v e  th e  b e lls  th e m se lv e s  s u rv iv e d  to  a n y th in g  l ik e  th e  
sa m e  e x te n t. T h e  co llectio n  o f  m a te r ia l fo r  a n  a r tic le  w o u ld  th u s  
b e  a  so m e w h a t d ifficu lt ta s k . I f ,  h o w e v e r, a n y  o f  o u r  re a d e rs  can  
co m p ly  w ith  M r. S a n g e r ’ s su g g e stio n  w e sh a ll b e  p le a se d  to  p u b lish  
i t .  P e rh a p s  som e o f  th e  p ossessors o f a n c ie n t p e a ls  o f  h a n d b e lls  
co u ld  sen d  u s d e ta ils  o f th e  b e lls  a n d  th e ir  m a k e r s .— E d ito r , ‘ R in g in g  
W o r ld .’

L E A V I N G  B E L L S  UP.
D O E S  I T  D O  H A R M ?

# '  T o th e  E ditor.
S ir ,— S o m e  o f  u s h a d  a- d iscussion  a  fe w  d a y s  ag o  a b o u t th e  b e lls  

a n d  w e r e  w o n d e rin g  i f  i t  d ifl a n y  in ju r y  to  le a v e  th e m  u p  fro m  
S u n d a y  to  S u n d a y  (a n y  o f  th e m  t h a t  w e r  " n o t  re q u ire d  fo r  th e  c lo ck  
o r a n y  o th e r  p u rp o se).

S o m e  o f  us d ecided  i t  w o u ld  in ju r e  th e  b e lls , a n d  se ve ra l s a id  t h a t  
i t  w o u ld  n o t. T h e re fo re , w e  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  gliuJ i f  y o u  w o u ld  le t  us 
h a v e  y o u r  o p in io n  on th e  m a tte r , also  w e  w o u ld  lik e  to  see y o u  p u b lish  
sam e ih  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld .’ J O H N  J O H N S T O N .

B r id g e  V ie w  H ou se, C lia p e lg o d , D u b lin .

D E A T H  O F  M R S .  F. W . J. R E E S .
‘ T h e  D a i ly  T e le g r a p h  ’ o f  D e ce m b e r 3 rd  an n o u n ced  th e  d e a th  on  

N o v e m b e r  30th, a t  S w a n a g e , o f  A lic e  H a w th o rn  R e e s, a t  th e  ag e  o f 98. 
M rs. R e e s  w a s  t h e  w id o w  o f F re d e r ic k  W . J . R ees, w ho 50 v e a rs  ago 
w a s  a  p ro m in e n t m e m b e r o f  th e  E x e rc ise . H e  h a d 'le a r n e d  to  r in g  
as  a  sch o o lb o y, a n d  a f t e r  25 y e a r s ’ se rv ic e  irt In d ia  re su m ed  his 
p r a c t ic e  o f  th e  a r t  on h is  r e tu r n  hom e.

H e  w a s  on e o f th e  e a r lie s t  m em b ers o f  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil, re p re 
s e n tin g  th e  W in c h e s te r  D io cesa n  G u ild  u n ti l  1894 a n d  b e in g  an  
h o n o ra ry  m em b er fro m  1896 u n ti l  h is  d e a th  in  1903. H e  d id  m u ch  
o f  h is  r in g in g  a t  G u ild fo rd , w h e re  h e  g a v e  tw o  tr e b le s  to  S . N ic o la s ’ 
to  m a k e  a  p e a l o f  te n .

B A S I N G S T O K E  B O Y S  A T  H O M E .
O n S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 30th, G u a rd sm a n  F .  M u n d a y , G .G ., P te . 

C . J .  M u n d a y , R .A .O .C .,  a n d  A .C . R on  K in g h a m , R .A .F . ,  fo u n d  
th e m se lv e s  h o m e fo r  a  fe w  h o u rs ’ le a v e  a t  th e  sam e tim e ,’ a n d  a 
h a n d b e ll p ra o tic e  w a s  q u ic k ly  iriadr- a g r e a t  o b je c t iv e . A  r a id  w a s  
m a d e  o n  th e  S e rg e a n t-M a jo r , H o m e  G u a rd , a n d  W . H ib b e r t  w a s  
t o m  a w a y  fr o m  h is  firesid e. A  go od  p r a c tic e  w a s  th e n  e n jo y e d , w ith  
to u c h e s , o f  S te d m a n  an d  G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  an d  B o b  M a jo r.’ T h e  
re u n io n  w a s  v e r y  e n jo y a b le .

A  w e e k  e a r lie r  C o rp l. E . G o w e r, R .E .,  w a s  h o m e  fo r  seven  d a y s , an d  
as  n o  h a n d b e ll r in g in g  w a s  a v a ila b le  in  B a s in g sto k e , h e  a n d  M iss 
J o y c e  C o ttr e ll  m a d e  th e  jo u r n e y  to  R e a d in g  a n d  to o k  p a r t  in  S te d m a n  
a n d  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  th ere .

S e r g t .-P i lo t  D . N a sh , R .A .F . ,  is  n o w  d u e  h o m e fo r  seven  days? le a ve , 
a n d  th e  h o p e  o f  . a l l th e se  r in g e rs  o f  N o rth  H a m p sh ir e  is  to  fee a b le  
to  g e t  to g e th e r  a g a in  in  m ore s e tt le d  tim e s a n d  e n jo y  S ted m a n  C a te r s  
an d  C in q u e s  ‘  in  h an d  ’ a s  in  th e  d a y s  o f y o re . •

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O SSIP.
T h e  R t .  R e v . B e r tr a m  S im p son , S u ffr a g a n  B ish o p  o f  K e n s in g to n  

a n d  R e c to r  o f  S t . B o to lp h ’s, B ish o p sg a te , h as b een  n o m in a te d  to  th e  
S e e  o f  S o u th w a r k . D r . S im p son , w ho w a s  a t  on e tim e  R e c to r  o f  
S te p n e y , is  w e ll k n o w n  to  L o n d o n  r in g e rs . H e  is a  v ice -p re sid e n t o f  
th e  M id d lesex  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  a n d  h a s  m ore th a n  on ce p rea c h ed  a t  
th e ir  a n n u a l rfieetin gs.

T e n  y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  th e  N o rw ic h  D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n  r a n g  11,264 
ch a n g e s  o f  D o u b le  N o rw ic h  C o u r t  B o b  M a jo r  a t  S a x lin g h a m  N eth e r-  
g a te . T h e  p e a l w a s  com posed  a n d  co n d u c te d  b y  M r. N o la n  G o ld en .

F i f t y  y e a r s  a g o  to -d a y  n in e  p e a ls  w e re  ru n g , on e in  ea c h  o f th e  
fo llo w in g  . B o b  T r ip le s , G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  S te d m a n  T rip le s , D a r la s to n  
B o b  T rip le s , B o b  M a jo r , K e n t  T r e b le  B od  M a jo r , O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  
M a jo r , D o u b le  N o rw ic h  M a jo r  a n d  K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a xim u s.

O n D e ce m b e r 8th , 1883, th e  C o lle g e  .Y o u th s  r a n g  a t  A ll  S a in ts ’ , 
F u lh a m , 1 1 ,1 1 1  ch a n g e s  o f  S te d m a n  Ce£ers, a t  th e  t im e  t h e  lo n g e st 
le n g th  in  th e  m e th o d . J a m e s  P e t t i t  co n d u cted ^  a n d  M r. F . E . D a w e ; 
th e  o n ly  su rv iv o r  .of th e  b a n d , r a n g  th e  second.

T h e  firs t  p e a l o£ E d in b u rg h  S u r p r ise  M a jo r  w a s  ru n g  b y  th e  S u ffo lk  
G u ild  a t  L e isto n  on D e ce m b e r 8th , 1923.

J o h n  C ox, fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  on e o f  th e  m ost p ro m in e n t m em b ers o f 
fh e  L o n d o n  E x ercise , w a s  b o rn  on D e c e m b e r 9 th , 1813.

O n  th e  sam e -d ate in  1833 th e  P a in sw ic k  b a n d  r a n g  th e  th e n  re c o rd  
le n g th  o f K e n t  T re b le  B o b  M a xim u s, 10,224 ch a n g es.

T h e  f irs t  p e a l a t  S t . P a u l ’s C a th e d r a l w a s ru n g  on D e ce m b e r 10th, 
1881. T h e  firs t  p e a l o f  R e a l D o u b le  G ra n d s ir e  C a te r s  w a s  r u n g  a t  
S t . M a g n u s ’ , L o n d o n  B r id g e , on  D e ce m b e r 10 th , 1770, a n d  on  th e  
sam e d a te  in  1934 th e  A u s tr a lia n  to u r is ts  ra n g  B o b  M a jo r  on  th e  
S o u th  In d ia n  O cean .

O n e  h u n d red  y e a rs  ag o  y e s te r d a y , th e  S o c ie ty  o f  C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  
ra n g  5,136 O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  M a xim u s a t  S t .  B r id e ’ s, F le e t  S tr e e t , 
th e  la s t  p e a l in  th e  m e th o d  in  th e  s te e p le . W h e n , w e  w o n d er, w ill 
th e  n e x t  b e  ru n g  th e r e ?

T o -d a y  is th e  n in e ty -th ird  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  th e  lo n g  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  
C in q u es a t  B irm in g h a m , th e  firs t o u ts id e  L o n d o n .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  B r is to l C it y  B r a n c h  o f  th e  G lo u c e ste r  a n d  
B r is to l A sso cia tio n  in ten d s to  re s ig n  a t  th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  to-m orrow  
a n d  w ill th e re fo re  b e  g la d  to  re c e iv e  n o m in a tio n s  fo r  t h e  office.

H O L T S  O R I G I N A L  N O N -C O N D U C T E D .
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  F R O M  O N E  O F  B A N D  O F  55 Y E A R S  A G O .

T o the E d itor.
D e a r  S ir ,— I  a m  m ost in te r e s te d  to  r e a d  in  y o u r  issu e o f 14 th  N o v e m 

b er t h a t  a t  lo n g  la s t  H o lt ’s  O r ig in a l h a s  a g a in  b een  r u n g  on h a n d b e lls  
‘ non-con d u c te d ,' a n d  I  w ou ld  l ik e t i f  y o u  w ill so k in d ly  a llo w  m e th e  
h o s p ita lity  o f  y o u r  co lu m q s, p u b lic ly  to  o ffer h e a r ty  co n g ra tu la t io n s  
to  th e  r in g e rs , M essrs. T u rh e r , W illia m s , T h o m a s a n d  C li f t ,  on th e ir  
success.

I  u n d e rsta n d  fro m  M r. H u g h e s  t h a t  n o t o n ly  w a s  th e  p e a l acco m 
p lish e d  w ith o u t a  s lip , b u t  th a t ,  w h a t  is  also v e r y  im p o rta n t, th e  
bells w ere  w e ll ru n g .

O n M a rch  1 1 th  n e x t  i t  w ill b e  55 y e a r s  s in ce  M essrs. W in n e y , 
M c L a u g h lin , B u c k in g h a m  an d  I  r a n g  th e  p e a l, a n d  i t  re m a in s  w ith  
m e a p rou d  m em o ry  as th e  b e s t  p e a l I  e v e r  r a n g , a n d  I  t r u s t  i t  m a y  
lo n g  so re m a in  w ith  th e  p re s e n t b an d. J O H N  C  ̂ M I T C H E L L .

126, C a n te r b u r y  G ro v e , S .E .2 7 .

B R O M L E Y  P A R I S H  C H U R C H .
T H E  L O S T  P E A L  B O O K .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— I  n o tice  y o u r  re m a r k s  co n c e rn in g  B r o m le y  P a r is h  C h u rc h , its  

b e lls  a n d  p e a l books. A s  I  w r ite  I  h a v e  b e fo re  m e th e  sa d  sp e c ta c le  
o f th e  rem a in s  o f  th e  h isto ric  p eal b o o k  c o n ta in in g  th e  re c o rd s  o f  p eals  
ru n g  s in ce  1773. O u r ch u rch  a u th o r itie s  h a v e  k in d ly  c a lle d  in  an  
e x p e r t to  in s p e c t a n d  r e p o r t  on  th e  d a m a g e  ca u se d  b y  w a te r  and  
exp o su re. T h e  co st o f th e  b e s t  tr e a tm e n t fo r  th ese  h is to ric a l p a g e s  
w o u ld  b e  h ig h  (a b o u t £150)* an d  w o u ld  o n ly  b e  g u a r a n te e d  fo r  a  p e n o d  
o f  a b o u t fiv e  y e a rs . O u r  ch u rch  a n d  b e lls  h a v e  b een  d e stro y e d  an d  
w e r in g e rs  re a lise  t h a t  w e  sh a ll r e t a in  th e se  re m n a n ts  o n ly  fo r  a 
sh o rt w h ile , b u t  b e fo re  th e  ‘ la s t  rites* ’ ce rem o n y  I  sh all' e n d e a v o u r to  
se cu re  cop ies o f  th e  p e a ls  (w h ere  possib le) w h ic h  t h e  b o o k  co n ta in s .

P .  S P IC E ,
S e c r e ta r y , S o c ie ty  o f  B r o m le y  Y o u th s .

W . D. C R O F T S  M A N U S C R I P T S .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I n  a n sw e r to  th e  q u e stio n  o f  P la in  B o b  T r ip le s  r u n g  b y  
W . D . C ro fts , th e  m eth o d  Is n o t  m e n tio n e d  in  his m a n u scr ip t, b u t 
th e re  is  a  m e th o d  n am ed  D o u b le  B o b  T rip le s , w ith  m e th o d ,. tou ches 
a n d  a  5,040.

A lso  th e re  is  a  m e th o d  c a lle d  G a th e rn s  T rip p le s , com posed  in  17 17  
a n d  ru n g  a t  N o rw ic h  in  1718, th e  firs t o f  it s  k in d  e v e r  ru n g  w ith  tw o  
D o u b le s . R u n g  in  L o n d o n  1719 . I s  th is  t h e  m eth o d  a n d  p e a l in  
q u e stio n ?  I f  so, th e  fig u re s  o f  th e  5,040 a r e  a l l  in  th e  m a n u scr ip t.

I  sh a ll b e  p le a se d  to  b e  o f  a n y  se rv ic e  I  can .
F R E D E R I C K  A . S A L T E R .

110, N o e l S t r e e t ,  N o tt in g h a m .
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L O N D O N  C I T Y  C H U R C H E S .
G O T H I C  A R C H I T E C T U R E .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— In  r e p ly  to  y o u r c o rre sp o n d e n t ‘ X , ’ m a y  I  s a y  t h a t  m y  

re m a r k s  r e  S t .  ]£ a ry  A ld e r m a r y  w e re  in te n d e d  to  a p p ly  to  th e  e x te r io r  
o f  th e  ch u rch . I  h ave  n o t b een  in sid e  fo r  som e y e a rs , a n d  do n o t 
r e c o lle c t  th e  d e ta ils . I  d o  110£ a t te m p t to  d e fe n d  la th  a n d  p la s te r  
v a u lt in g , o r  to  s u g g e s t t h a t  W r e n ’s  G o th ic  is  co m p a ra b le  w i th  th e  
b e s t  o f  th e  anfcient ex am p les .

W r e n ’s G o th ic  to w e rs  a r e  u s u a lly  o f  g o o d  o u tlin e  a n d  p rop o rtio n s, 
b u t  so m etim es d is p la y  in con g ru o u s d e ta il, a s  a t  W e s tm in s te r  A b b e y , 
w h e re  I t a l ia n  fe a tu r e s  c r e p t  in . A d m it te d ly  th e  to w e r  o f S t .  M a ry  
A ld e r m a r y  is r a th e r  m on oton ou s in  d esig n , a n d  m ig h t  h a v e  b een  
im p r o v e d  b y  e x te rn a l o ffsets, w h ic h  w o u ld  a t  le a s t  h a v e  g iv e n  th e  
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  s tr e n g th . A s  I  h a v e  a lr e a d y  m en tio n ed , i t  h as su ffered  
b y  th e  loss o f  th e  te r m in a ls  o f  th e  p in n a cle s , w h ic h  w e r e  o f n o  g r e a t  
b e a u ty  in  th em selv es , b u t  g a v e  a  k in d  o f  ‘ fin ish  ’ t o  th e  co m p o sition .

I  am  n o t  so su re  t h a t  th is  to w e r  w o u ld  b e  u n s u ita b le  fo r  b e lls  a t  
le a s t  o f  m o d e ra te  w e ig h t ;  i t  p r o b a b ly  co m p a res fa v o u r a b ly  in  s tr e n g th  
w ith  th e  to w e r  o f S t .  D u n s ta n ’s-in -th e -E a st, w h ic h  is  v e r y  l ig h t ly  
b u ilt , y e t  a c co m m o d a te d  a  p e a l w ith  a  24- c w t. te n o r  w ith  re m a r k a b ly  
l i t t l e  o sc illa tio n .

T h e  s ite  o f  S t . M a ry  A ld e r m a r y  w a s s p o ilt  m a n y  y^ a rs a g o  b y  th e  
e re c tio n  on  th e  c h u r c h y a r d  o f  a n  u n s ig h tly  office b u ild in g , w h ic h  
p re v e n ts  a  p ro p e r  v ie w  o f  th e  ch u rch  a n d  to w e r  fr o m  a n y  p o in t. 
T h e  o r ig in a l a p p e a ra n c e  is  fo r tu n a te ly  re c o rd e d  b y  o ld  p h o to g r a p h s ; I  
b e lie v e  o n e  c a n  s till  b e  seen  in  a  p la c e  o f  r e fr e s h m e n t e n te r e d  fro m  
B o w  Lane., im m e d ia te ly  o p p o s ite  th e  to w e r . T h is  g iv e s  a m u ch  b e t te r  
im p ressio n  th a n  w e  g e t  a t  th e  p re se n t d a y . I  d o n ’t  a g r e e  w ith  ‘ X  ’ 
t h a t  e ith e r  S t .  D u n s ta n ’s o r  S t . M agnus* w o u ld  h a v e  b een  m ore 
s u ita b le  fo r  th e  p ositio n .

S u c h  ch u rch es a s  S t . M a r y  A ld e r m a r y  sh o w  t h a t  o u r lo v e  o f  p o in ted  
a r c h ite c tu r e  h as n e v e r  q u ite  d ie d  o u t, th e u g h  fo r  a  p e rio d  th e  
‘ G o th ic  ’ w a s  lo o k e d  u p on  a s  b a r b a r ic : th is  w a s  so to  som e e x te n t  'in 
W r e n ’s d a y  ( th o u g h  W r e n  a p p re c ia te d  th e  co n stru ctio n a l in g e n u ity  
o f  th e  a n c ie n t b u ild ers). E v e n  su ch  ch u rch es as  S t . D u n s ta n ’s-in-the- 
W e s t  $nd S t .  L u k e ’s, C h elsea , b u il t  w h e n  ch u rch  a r c h ite c tu r e  w a s  in  
v e r y  lo w  .w a te r , a r e  in te r e s t in g  as  co n n e ctin g  lin k s  b e tw e e n  th e  
G o th ic , w h ic h  e x p ire d  in  th e  15 tn  c e n tu ry , a n d  th e  * G o th ic  R e v iv a l ’ . 
o f  th e  1870’s, w h ic h  p ro d u c e d  m a n y  fin e  ch u rch es a n d , i t  m u st b e  
a d m itte d , a  v a s t  a m o u n t o f co m m on p la ce  w o rk .*  R . F . D E A L .

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .
S U C C E S S F U L  M E E T I N G  A T  L E A T H E R H E A D .

A  v e r y  su ccessfu l m e e tin g  o f th e  G u ild fo rd  D io cesa n  G u ild  w a s  h e ld  
a t  L e a th e rh e a d  on S a tu r d a y , N o v e m b e r 29th, tw e n ty  m em b ers a n d  
fr ie n d s  (in c lu d in g  th e  g e n e ra l s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  G u ild ) b e in g  p resen t.

T h e  u su a l se rv ice  fo rm s  h a v in g  been  m isla id , th e  R e v . A . E . 
C h a p m a n  co n d u cted  a  sh o rte n e d  fo rm  o f even so n g, w ith  M rs. A rn o ld  
a t  th e  o rg a n .

A  go od  te a  w a s  e n jo y e d  a t  th e  D u k e ’s H e a d , b u t  a n o th e r  e n g a g e 
m e n t p re v e n te d  th e  R e v . A . E . C h a p m a n  fro m  p re s id in g  o v e r  t h a t  
fu n ctio n . H o w ev er, he a r r iv e d  in  t im e  to  t a k e  th e  c h a ir  fp r  th e  
busin ess m e e tin g  w h ich  fo llo w e d .

T h e  m e e tin g  f irs t  sto o d  in  s ile n c e  in  m em o ry  o f  tw o  o ld  fr ie n d s  
a n d  m em b ers  w h o  h a d  4 p a sse d  on ’ sin ce th e  la s t  m e e tin g , M r. A r th u r  
D e a n , o f L e a th e r h e a d , a n d  M r. F . G . W ood iss, o f  b u t t o n .

'fh e  r e t ir in g  d is tr ic t  officers w e re  re -n o m in a te d  fo r  1942, a n d  i t  
w a s  d ecid ed  to  h o ld  th e  a n n u a l d is tr ic t  m e e tin g  a t  L e a th e rh e a d  on 
F e b r u a r y  2 1st.

T h e  V ic a r ’s  (th e  R e v . G . H . B . C o le rid g e ) ab sen ce  w a s  m u ch  r e 
g r e t te d . M a n y  p re se n t le a r n e d  fo r  th e  first t im e  o f  h is  se rio u s  illn ess, 
a n d  th e  s e c r e ta r y  w a s  a sk e d  to  co n v e y  to  him  th e  m e e tin g ’s  s y m p a th y  
a n d  b e s t  w ish es fo r  a  sp e e d y  a n d  co m p lete  re c o v e ry .

T h e  m e e tin g  co n clu d ed  w ith  v o te s  o f  th a n k s  t o  th e  R e v . A . E . 
C h a p m a n  fo r  h is serv ices, e s p e c ia lly  as h e  h ad  b een  ca lled  on a t  th e  
la s t  m om en t, th e  o r ig in a l p re a c h e r, th e  R e v . H ic k o x  (p riest-in -cliarge) 
h a v in g  su ccu m b ed  to  a  b a d  th r o a t. T h e  o rg a n is t  \ras also th a n k e d .

S o m e o f  th o se  p re s e n t th e n  w e n t on  to  th e  to w e r  fo r  ‘  s ile n t * r in g 
in g , w h ile  o th e rs  s ta y e d  fo r  h a n d b e lls  b e fo re  jo in in g  th em .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  w o u ld  l ik e  to  m en tio n  th e  v sp o n ta n eou s a p p re cia tio n  
g iv e n  b y  th e  n o n -r in g in g  o cc u p a n ts  o f  th e  v e s tr y  on h e a r in g  th e  
s e rv ic e  r in g in g  co m in g  fro m  u n d e r th e  to w e r, w h ic h  in c lin es h im  to  
b e lie v e  t h a t  o n e  o f o u r  re c e n t co rresp o n d en ts  ‘ is  m a k in g  m ole-hills  
in to  m oun tain s.*

B E L L S  A S  L U X U R I E S .
To th e  E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  w a s p le a se d  to  see  th e  le t t e r  in * T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  * 
fr o m  th e  R e v . A . A . L in e v , a n d  th o u g h  h e  w r o te  to  c o n tra d ic t  som e
th in g  I  sa id  on O c to b e r  10 th , I  a g r e e  e n tir e ly  w ith  h im . M y  excu se 
is t h a t  I  w a s  n o t  q u o tin g  fro m  his p a rish  m a g a z in e , b u t  fro m  w h a t  
y o u r  co rresp o n d en t, w h o  ca lls  h im se lf ‘ A n t i-S ile n t ,’ sa id  w a s  in  th a t  
a r tic le . I t  w a s  ‘ A n ti-S ile n t ’ w h o  a d d e d  to  M r. L in e v ’s w o rd s th e  
r id ic u lo u s  s ta te m e n t t h a t  b e lls  re p la c e d  tr u m p e ts  in  ch u rch es a n d  w ho 
cla im e d  as su p p o rtin g  h is  e x tr a v a g a n t  id ea s w h a t  is  r e a lly  a  sound 
a n d  re a so n a b le  v iew  o f  a r a th e r  d iffic u lt q u estion .

L E S L I E  W . B U N C E .
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‘ B R IN G  B A C K  T H E  B E L L S .’
A  S T I R R I N G  C A L L .

A . P .  H e r b e r t ’s  co lu m n  in  th e  la s t  issu e  o f ‘ T h e  S u n d a y  G ra p h ic  ’ 
c o n ta in s  a  s tir r in g  c a ll  b y  th is  g r e a t  w r ite r  to  * B r in g  B a c k  th e  B e l ls . ’ 
I t  b e g in s  th u s :—

B r in g  b a c k  th e  b ell?. T h e  b e lls  a r e  d u m b  
U n til  th e  p a ra c h u te r s  com e :
A n d  ev en  H u n s m a y  b e  excu sed  
F o r  b o m b in g  b e lfr ie s  so ab u sed.
B r in g  b a c k  th e  b e lls  : fo r  th e r e  rem a in s  
N o  m u sic b u t  th e  a e r o p la n e ’s 
T o  m a k e  u s c o n te m p la te  t h e  s k y  
A n d  w o n d er w h a t  is  w h a t  a n d  w h y .
L e t  th e r e  b e  s te e l in  A a r o n ’s  ro d ,
A n d  fig h te rs  in  th e  ra n k s  o f  G o d ;
B u t  le a v e  th e  l i t t le  ch u rch  in  p e a c e  
W h ile  w e  h a v e  so ld iers  a n d  p o lice .

A n d  th e n , a f t e r  c a ll in g  fo r  o th e r  m e a n s o f w a rn in g ,
‘ W it h o u t  in v it in g  H u n s  to  se a rc h  

F o r  t a r g e t s  in  t h e  p a r is h  c h u r c h ,’ 
co n clu d es w ith  th e  a p p e a l,

B r in g  b a c k  th e  b e lls ;  fo r  C h ris tm a s  sp ells 
So  m a n y  th in g s  t h a t  sou nd  lik e  b e lls .

Q U E S T I O N  I N  P A R L I A M E N T .
N o tic e  h as b een  g iv e n  b y  R e a r-A d m ira l B e a m ish , M .P . fo r  th e  L e w e s  

D iv is io n  o f  S u ssex , to  a sk  th e  P r im e  M in is te r  w h e th e r  in  v ie w  o f  th e  
h ig h  s ta n d a r d  o f  th e  H om e G u a rd  a n d  th e  g e n e r a l p re p a re d n e ss  in  
t h e  c o u n try , ch u rch  b e lls  m a y  n o t  r in g  a g a in . H e  s u g g e s ts  C h ristm a s 
D a y  a s  a  s u ita b le  occasion .

B E L L S  A N D  I N V A S I O N .
T h e  fo llo w in g  le t t e r  w a s  p r in te d  la s t  w e e k  b y  * T h e  T im e s ’ in  a  

p ro m in e n t p o sitio n  on  it s  le a d e r  p a g e . I t  is  go od  ev id e n ce  o f  a  w id e 
s p r e a d  fe e lin g  a m o n g  in flu e n tia l p e o p le  t h a t  th e  u se  o f  ch u rc h  b e lls  
sh o u ld  b e  re s to re d  i f  i t  ca n  b e  done co n so n a n t w ith  p u b lic  s a fe t y .

‘ D e a r  S ir ,— N o w  t h a t  th e  H o m e  G u a r d  is w e ll e s ta b lish e d  o v e r  a ll 
th e  co u n try , w o u ld  i t  n o t  b e  w e ll to  p ro v id e  e v e r y  m a n  c-n w a tc h  
w ith  a  w h is t le  so t h a t  h e  m a y  g iv e  w a r n in g  o f th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  
p a r a tr o o p s ?  T h e  w a rn in g  w o u ld  b e  q u ic k ly  sp re a d  fr o m  on e H om e 
G u a rd  to  a n o th e r  even  w h ile  th e  e ilem y is  m  th e  a ir .  W h e n  m in u te s  
a n d  even  seconds m a y  d ecid e th e  su ccess o r  fa i lu r e  o f  su ch  a t ta c k s  
fro m  th e  a ir , ca n  w e  a ffo rd  tim e  t o  ru n  to  a  ch u rch  a n d  r in g  th e  b e l l?

‘ A g a in , th e  so u n d  o f  a  b e ll does n o t  t r a v e l f a r  a g a in s t  th e  w in d , 
a n d  th e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  b e llr in g in g  is  a t  p re s e n t o u r  o n ly  p rov isio n  
fo r  w a r n in g  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  w ill m a k e  e v e ry  ch u rch  to w e r in th e  
c o u n tr y  a  t a r g e t  fo r  b om b s, w i th  a  loss to  E n g la n d  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  
p e rm a n e n t fin d  g r e a te r  th a n  w e  th in k .

‘ M a y  n o t t h e  ch u rch  b e lls  b e  re s to re d  to  th e ir  p ro p e r  u se, b e g in n in g  
p e rh a p s  on  C h ris tm a s  m o r n in g ?  T h e  c o u n try  h a s  lo s t  m u ch  b y  th e ir  
s ilen ce  a n d  i t  w o u ld  g iv e  u s  n e w 'h e a r t  to  h e a r  th e m  r in g in g  o v e r  a ll 
o u r  la n d  a g a in . H U G H  L E W E N .

H o v e .’

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N .
M E E T I N G  A T  T U N B R I D G E  W E L L S .

A  su cc essfu l m e e tin g  o f th e  T o n b rid g e  D is tr ic t  o f  th e  K e n t  C o u n ty  
A sso c ia tio n  w a s  h e ld  a t  T u n b r id g e  W e lls  o n  S a tu r d a y , D e c e m b e r 6th , 
w h e n  m e m b e rs  a t te n d e d  fr o m  S e v e n o a k s, S u n d rid g e , S h ip b o u rn e , 
L e ig h , E a s t  P e c k h a m , L a m b e rh u rs t, W a d h u rs t , P a d d o c k  W o o d , C h is le 
h u rs t  a n d  D a r tfo r d . A m o n g  th o se  p re sg n t w e r e  M essrs. T . E . S o n e, 
T . G ro o m b rid g e , sen ., J .  W h e a d o n  a n d  R . H . D o ve .

T h e  to w e r w a s  open  a t  3 p .m . a n d  th e  b e lls , a lth o u g h  s ile n t , w e re  
m a d e  go od  use o f  u n til 4 o ’c lo ck , w h en  a  se rv ic e  w a s  h e ld  a n d  a n  
a d d re ss  g iv e n  b y  th e  R e v . E . F .  Y o r k e , V ic a r  o f  T u n b r id g e  W e lls , 
w h o  g a v e  th e  m em b ers a h e a r t y  w elco m e a n d  s a id  h e  w a s  p ro u d  to  
m e e t t h e  m em b ers o f  th e  asso ciation .

T e a  w a s  se rv e d  in  th e  P a r is h  R o o m , 25 d o in g  a m p le  ju s t ic e  t o  sam e 
T h e  V ic a r , b e in g  u n a h le  to  s t a y  to  th e  m e e tin g , w a s  e le c te d  an  
h o n o ra ry  m em b er o f  th e  asso cia tion  b e fo r e  th e  bu sin ess m e e tin g  M r 
W . L a t t e r  w a s  u n a n im o u sly  v o te d  t o  th e  ch a ir . T h e  a c co u n ts  a n d  
b a la n c e  s h e e t fo r  1941 u p  to  d a t e  sh ow ed  th e  re c e ip ts  w e re  £10 Is . lO d. 
a n d  th e  exp en ses £ 2  13s. 10d., le a v in g  a  b a la n c e  in  th e  s e c r e ta r y 's  
h an d s o f  £ 7 8s.

M r. T  G ro o m b rid g e  s a id  th is  m e e tin g  b r o u g h t  a m e m o ry  b a c k  to  
h im  o f  50 y e a r s  a g o , w h e n  M r. W . L a t t e r  ta u g h t  h im  to  h a n d le  a 
b e ll ro p e  a n d  m  th e  sam e y e a r  h e  r a n g  h is  f ir s t  p e a l on  C h ris tm a s  E v e

M r. W . L a t t e r  sa id  h e  jo in e d  th e  asso cia tion  58 y e a r s  a g o . H e  did  
n o t k n o w  h ow  m a n y  p u p ils  h e  h a d  h ad , b u t  h e  g a v e  M r. G room brid°-e 
th e  p re fe re n c e  o f  b e in g  th e  b e s t  on e o f  a ll.

P e n sh u rst w a s  s e le c te d  fo r  th e  n e x t ' m e e tin g , to  b e  h e ld  som e tim e 
m  M a rch .

P,roP ° se(i a  v e r y  h e a r t y  w elco m e to  th e  v is ito rs  a n d  
s a id  b e  d id  lik e  to  h e a r  a  m a n  g iv e  h is  a p p re cia tio n  fo r  w h a t  h a d  been  
d o n e fo r  h im  y e a rs  a g o . H e  th a n k e d  M r. B . C o lliso n  fo r  a r r a n g in g  
th e  te a , a n d  M r. C o llijo n  re p lie d , s a y in g  w h a t  he h a d  d o n e  w a s  a  
p lea su re .

T o u ch es  o n  h a n d b e lls  w e r e  r u n g  b e fo re  a n d  a f t e r  th e  m e e tin g  som e 
m em b ers re tu r n in g  to  th e  to w e r, an d  th e  b e lls  w e re  k e p t  g o in g  u n til
7  o clock, w h en  a go o d  a n d  su ccessfu l m e e tin g  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  a  close.

T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D .
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B E L L S  J U B I L E E  A T  D A R L I N G T O N .
FIFTY YEARS OF CHANGE RINGING AT HOLY  

TR IN ITY CHURCH.
I t  w ill b e  f if t y  y e a r s  on  D e ce m b e r 15 th  sin ce  th e  r in g  o f s ix  b e lls  

o f  H o ly  T r in i ty  C h u rc h , D a r lin g to n , w e re  op en ed  b y  th e  r in g in g  o f  an  
e x te n t  o f  B o b  M in o r, a n d  a lth o u g h  th e  to w e r h as n o t b een  on e o f th e  
le a d in g  to w e rs  o f  th e  E xerc ise , in  th e  b ro a d e r  sense o f  th e  te rm , 
p e rh a p s  a  fe w  n o te s  on th e  a c t iv it ie s  le a d in g  to  th e  in s ta lla tio n  o f 
th e  b e lls  a n d  s in ce  m ig h t b e  p e rm itte d .

T h e  ch u rch  w a s  o p en ed  in  1838, a n d  o n e  b e ll, w e ig h in g  a b o u t  6 c w t., 
fro m  th e  W h ite c h a p e l F o u n d r y , d id  d u ty  fro m  t h a t  t im e  u n t i l  th e  
p re se n t r in g  o f  s ix  w a s  in s ta lle d  in ' 1891. E ffo rts  w e r e  m a d e  b y  
r in g e rs  in  th e  to w n  to  r e t a in  th e  b e ll a s  on e o f  th e  r in g , b u t  th e y  
w e r e  to ld  b y  th e  V ic a r  t h a t  th e  m a t te r  w a s  in  th e  h a n d s o f  a ca p a b le  
b e ll  co m m itte e , c o n sistin g  o f th e  o r g a n is t  a n d  som e o f th e  le a d in g  
lig h ts  o f  th e  p a r is h , w ho h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  co n v in ced  th e  V ic a r  t h a t  th e ir  
k n o w le d g e  o f bells w a s, to  s a y  th e  le a s t, p ro fo u n d . In  a n y  e v e n t, 
a l l  e ffo rts  to  r e t a in  th e  b e ll w e re  o f no  a v a il.

T h e  m o n ey  fo r  th e  n ew  r in g  w a s  b e q u e a th e d  m a n y  y e a r s  b e fo re  
th e  b e lls  w e r e  a c tu a lly  in s ta lle d , b iit  th e r e  w a s  m u ch  o p p ositio n  to 
th e  p la c in g  o f b e lls  in  th e  to w e r , b y  le a d in g  re s id e n ts  in  th e  v ic in ity  
o f th e  ch u rch , a n d  o th e rs  w h o  d id  n o t th in k  th e  d onor a  s u ita b le  
p erso n  to  m a k e  su ch  a b eq u est. T h e  r e s u lt  o f  th e  op p ositio n  w a s  
t h a t  th e  m on ey  e v e n tu a lly  g o t  in to  ch a n c e ry , a n d  b y  th e  tim e  i t  w a s  
re le a se d  a b o u t o n e -th ird  o f  th e  a m o u n t h a d  b een  lo st. H a d  th e  w h o le  
o f  th e  b e q u e st b een  a v a ila b le  th e re  w o u ld  h a v e  been sufficien t to  in s ta l 
a  l ig h t  o cta v e  in s te a d  o f  a  lig h t  r in g  o f s ix  w i th  a  7J c w t. te n o r  
w h ic h  m a te r ia lis e d .

M essrs. J o h n  W a r n e r  a n d  So n s w e r e  e n tru ste d  w ith  th e  o rd e r  fo r  
th e  b e lls , a n d  o w in g  to  th e  loss o f  so m u ch  o f  th e  m o n ey  i t  "was 
th o u g h t ’ th a t  n o th in g  b u t  a  ch ea p  jo b  w o u ld  b e  th e  re s u lt . H o w ev er, 
th e  g e n e r a l op in ion  is t h a t  a n  e x ce lle n t jo b  w a s  d o n e an d  a  r e a lly  
n ic e  to n ed  an d  w ell-b a la n c e d  r in g  p ro v id e d . I t  is  w o rth y  o f n o te  th a t  
in  th e  w h o le  o f th e  f i f t y  y e a r s  d u r in g  w h ic h  th «  b e lls  h a v e  b een  m  
th e  to w e r  i t  h a s  n o t  on ce  b een  n e ce ssa ry  to  c a ll  in  th e  b e l lh a n g e r ; th e  
o n ly  ‘ seriou s ’ d a m a g e  b e in g  a  b ro k e n  s ta y  m a n v  y e a r s  a g o . O f 
co u rse, th e y  h a v e  b een  c a r e fu l ly  lo o k ed  a f t e r  a n d  o ile d  r e g u la r ly , b u t 
i t  is  sa fe , to  s a y  t h a t  o v e r  a s im ila r  p e rio d  th e r e  is  n o t a  r in g  of 
b e lls  w ith in  a  ra d iu s  o f m a n y  m iles  y h ic h  h a v e  b een  ru n g  so re g u la r ly  
fo r  serv ices, p ra c tic e s  a n d  p e a ls .

S O L E  S U R V I V O R .
O f  th e  r in g e rs  w h o  s ta r te d  a s  a  b a n d , M r. G . W . P a r k  is th e  sole 

su rv iv o r  a n d  he te l ls  m a n y  am u sin g  sto ries  o f  th e  e a r ly  d a y s. O ne 
co n cern s th e  o ld  g e n tle m a n  w h o  w a s  d esiro u s o f b eco m in g  a r in g e r  
a n d  w h o  in sisted  on  r in g in g  a  t ie d  b e ll, co m p lete  w ith  h is  to p  h a t  
an d  fr o c k  c o a t ;  a l l a r g u m e n ts  d esig n ed  to  p e rsu a d e  h im  to  rem o ve  
th e se  a r t ic le s  o f c lo th in g  fo r  h is  ow n c o m fo rt  a n d  s a fe ty  W ere u n 
a v a ilin g . H is  a sp ira tio n s  to w a rd s  r in g in g  en d ed  so m e w h a t a b r u p t ly  
w h en  b y  som e m ean s or o th e r  th e  ry p e  b e c a m e  e n ta n g le d  in  his c lo th 
in g  a n d  h? w a s  lif te d  to th e  c e ilin g  a n d  d e p o sited  r a th e r  h e a v ily  on 
th e  floor. H e  th o u g h t i t  w a s  m u ch  to o  d a n g e ro u s  a  p a stim e .

T h e n  th e re  is  th e  s to r y  o f  th e  e n th u s ia s ts  w h o  o b ta in e d  t h e  b e l fr y  
k e y  fro m  th e  V ic a r  an d  to o k  th e  to w e r b y  sto rm  on a  T u e s d a y  n ig h t. 
T h e y  c r e a te d  su ch  a  h o rrib le  d is tu r b a n c e  t h a t  tw o  r in g e rs  o f  S t. 
C u th b e r t ’s b e lfr y , w ho h e a rd  th e  com m otion, p ro c eed ed  to  th e  to w e r 
a n d  w e r e  a la rm e d  to  fin d  t h a t  th e r e  w a s  no on e p re s e n t w h o  h ad  
p re v io u s ly  h a n d le d  a b e ll. T h e ir  d e scrip tio n  o f  th e  scen e  w h ic h  m e t 
th e ir  ey es  w a s  so m e w h a t rem in iscen t o f p ictu re s  o f  c o n tin e n ta l r in g e rs  
sw in g in g  on th e  ropes in  co m ica l p ostu res. W h e n  th e y  en q u ire d  th e  
o b je c t  o f th e  p e rfo r m a n c e  th e y  w ere  to ld  q u ite  se rio u sly  t h a t  i t  \yas 
a  p ra c tic e  to  e n a b le  th e  r in g e rs  to  b ecom e su ffic ie n tly  p ro ficien t to  
r in g  th e  b ells  fo r  C h ris tm a s , w h ic h  w a s  som e fo u r  d a y s  h e n c e ! T h e re  
h a v e  been  m a n y  sto rie s  to ld  o f  r a p id  a d v a n c e m e n t in  th e  a r t ,  b u t  
su re ly  th is  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e  re c o rd .

E v e n tu a lly  th o se  w hose in te n tio n  i t  w a s to  ta k e  serio u sly  to  ch a n g e  
r in g in g  w e re  fo rm ed  in to  a n  o rg a n ise d  b a n d , a n d  th e  o th e rs  w ho 
re g a rd e d  th e  w h o le  th in g  a s  a  n o v e lty  w e re  in fo rm e d  t h a t  th e ir  p re 
sen ce  w a s  n o lo n g e r  d e s ira b le . T h e  n e w ly -fo rm e d  b a n d  p ra c tis e d  
ass id u o u sly -u n d e i-  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  a co m p e te n t in s tru c to r  on b o th  
h a n d b e lls  an d  to w e r  b e lls  a n d  g e n e r a lly  m a d e  r a p id  p ro g ress, r in g in g  
th e ir  first e x te n t as a  b a n d , a  720 o f  B o b  M in o r, co n d u cted  b y  M r.
G . W . P a r k , on A d v e n t S u n d a y , N o ve m b e r 27th , 1892. a lth o u g h  in d i
v id u a ls  h a d  ru n g  e x te n ts  e lsew h ere  p r io r  to  th is . V a r io u s  o f th e  
s ta n d a rd  m eth o d s w e re  ru n g  r e g u la r ly , b u t  i t  w a s  n o t u n ti l J a n u a r y , 
1896, t h a t  t h e y  r a n g  th e ir  first p e a l. T h is  w a s  n o t r u n g  a t  H o ly  
T r in ity ,  b u t a t th e  n e a r b y  v illa g e  o f  H e ig h in g to n . an d  w a s  a 5,040 
in  seven  d iffe re n t m eth o d s, co n d u cted  b y  M r. G . W . P a r k .

A s  tim e  e la p sed  th e  b a n d  w e re  n o t  co n te n t to  r in g  th e  p la in  and 
T r e b le  B o b  m eth o d s th en  g e n e r a lly  ru n g  a n d  p roceed ed  to  p ra c tise  
S u r p rise  m eth o d s, b e in g  on e o f  th e  first to w e rs  in  th e  N o rth  to r in g  
S u r p r is e  M in o r r e g u la r ly . T h e  to w e r w a s  th e  f irs t  w in n e r  o f  th e  
o r ig in a l S u n d a y  S e rv ic e  R in g in g  C e rt ific a te  a w a rd e d  b y  th e  D u rh a m  
a n d  N e w c a s t le  D io ce sa n  A sso cia tio n  a g a in s t  su ch  d o u g h ty  co m p etition  
as  th a t  p ro v id ed  b y  th e  G o fto n s  o f  W h it le y  B a y . T h is  ce rtific a te  w a s 
w o n  w ith  a  score o f  p o in ts  n e v e r  sin ce  e q u a lle d  in th e  srfiem e, and  
i t  h a s  an h o nou red  p la c e  in  th e  a rch iv e s . M a n y  c e rtific a te s  h a v e  b een  
w o n  sin ce w h ic h  t e s t ify  to  th e  r in g in g  d one fo r  serv ices , b u t  ‘ N o . 1  ’ 
h o ld s  p rid e  o f  p la c e .

O n e o f  th e  m ost su ccessfu l p erio d s in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  to w e r u n til 
(C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lu m n .) •

S U R P R IS E  E X T E N T  IN  S IX  M E T H O D S .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— In  ‘ M in o rm a n ia  'e  ’ tr ib u te  to  th e  la te  M r. A . G . D r iv e r  
h e  m en tio n s  t h a t  I  h a d  p ro d u c e d  a  720 in  six  S u r p r is e  m eth o d s. A s  
i t  h as n eve r y e t  b een  p u b lish ed  I  th o u g h t som e o f y o u r  re a d e rs  m ig h t 
lik e  to  see  i t .  I t  w a s  com p osed  in  1936. •

A lth o u g h  I  p ro d u c e d  i t ,  th e  m a in  c r e d it  sh o u ld  g o  to  M r. D r iv e r , 
a s  he w a s  a lw a y s  r e a d y  to  sh ow  m e th e  w a y  w h en  I  g o t  in to  d ifficu l
ties. B u t  fo r  h is  re a d y  h e lp  a n d  e n co u ra g e m e n t m y  in te r e s t  in  spliced  
M in o r w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  g o n e  b e y o n d  o u r 21-m ethod  p e a l ru n g  in  1930,

L a m b e rh u rs t.

23456 H o rto n
— 56423 H a n le y
— 56234 H a n le y
— 56342 H o rto n
■— 42356 H a n le y
— 42563 M ilto n

54326 M ilto n
— 63542 H a n le y
— 63425 C h e d d le to n
— 46325 H a n le y
— 46253 H o rto n
— 53246 H a n le y

34562 A lle n d a le
— 34625 W e stm in ste r
— 34256 W e stm in ste r

45362 H a n le y  
I n  th e  C o lle c tio n  o f  M in o r M eth od s

N o . 45, H a n le y  N o . 44, M ilto n  N o . 46, 
N o. 18 and. W e stm in ste r  N o . 26.

A . R E L F E .

- 4 5 6 2 3 C h ed d leto n
— 64523 H o rto n

C h e d a le to n— 23564
— 52364 H a n le y
— 52643 H a n le y
— 52436 C h ed d leto n
— 45236 M ilto n
-« 2 » 5 3 H a n le y
— 62534 H a n le y
— 62345 M ilto n
— 53624 H o rto n
— 24653 M ilto n
— 36245 C h e d d le to n
— 23645 H a n le y

— 23456
(S u rp rise  S e c tio n ), H o rto n  is
C h e d d le to n  N o . 43, A lla n d a le

T H E  L A T E  M R . D R I V E R .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  th in k  b o th  M r. J o y c e  a n d  M r. P r io r  m u st b e  m ista k e n  
w ith  r e g a r d  to  M r. D r iv e r  a s  a  p r a c t ic a l r in g e r . M y  fa th e r , w h e n e v e r  
M r. D r iv e r ’s a b il it y  w a s m en tio n ed , a lw a y s  r e m a r k e d , ‘ H e  is th e  o n ly  
m a n  I  n e v e r  su cceed ed  in  te a c h in g  to  h a n d le  a b e ll. ’  H e  w a s  a  
fr e q u e n t  v is ito r  on  p r a c t ic e  n ig h ts  a t  lo c a l to w e rs , a n d  a lm o s t th e  
la s t  he a t te n d e d  a t  C r a y fo r d  d u r in g  fa t h e r ’s life t im e  w a s  th e  o n ly  
occasion  t h a t  a n y o n e  ro u n d  h e re  sa w  h im  w ith  a  ro p e  in  iiis h an d . 
T h is  'w a s  o n ly  fo r  a  w h o le  p u ll, a n d  o u r  te n o r  s ta y  s t i l l  b e a rs  w itn e ss  
o f  th is  a t te m p t. .

I  w e ll rem em b er on e o f  h is  v is its  w h en  h e  g o t  u s  to  r in g  G ra n d sire  
T r ip le s  w ith  th e  h u n t b e ll b e fo re  th e  T re b le . H e  c a lle d  i t  ‘ G ra n d 
m o th e r  T r ip le s .’ I t  w a s  su b se q u e n tly  fo u n d  t h a t  Jo h n  C a r te r  h ad  
r u n g  p e a ls  o f  i t  as  ‘ N e w  G r a n d s ir e .’

O n a n o th e r  occasion  h e  g o t  us o n 't o  R e v e rse  S te d m a n . T h e re  w a s  
som e d ifferen c e  o f  op in ion  a s  to  w h ic h  w a s  th e  c o r r e c t  re v e rs a l, a n d  
I  w e ll re m e m b e r h is  ‘ s im p le  v is u a l e x a m p le  ’ o f  th e  c o rr e c t  w a y , by 
h o ld in g  th e  co u rse  in  * S t a n d a r d  M eth od s ’ in  fr o n t  o f th e  b e lfr y  
m irro r. E . B A R N E T T .

C r a y fo r d .

D A R L I N G T O N  B E L L S  J U B IL E E .
(C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p re v io u s  co lum n .) 

re c e n t y e a rs  w a s  d u r in g  1907-8, w h en  th e  la te  R e v . H . S .  T . R ic h a rd so n  
w a s  c u r a t e  o f th e  p a r is h .’ R a p id  s tr id e s  w e r e  m a d e  in  S u rp rise  r in g in g  
an d  th s  f ir s t  p e a l b y  th e  a sso ciation  in  seven  le g it im a te  S u rp rise  
m e th o d s  w a s  ru n g . S in ce  th e n  e v e r y  e ffo rt h a s  been  m a d e  to  m a in 
ta in  th e  S u r p r ise  m eth o d s o s th e  m a in  fo r te  o f th e  to w e r , a n d  p rio r  
to  th e  o u tb r e a k  o f w a r  a  p e a l in  seven  S u r p r ise  M in o r m eth o d s w a s 
ru n g  on h a n d b ells , b e in g  th e  f irs t  o f  i t s  k in d  b y  th e  a sso cia tio n . 
S p lic e d  S u r p r is e  r in g in g  w a s  e n g a g in g  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  b a n d  an d  
tw o  p ea ls  in tw e lv e  m eth o d s h ad  b een  acco m p lish ed  w ith  th e  h o p e  • f  
m ore  to  fo llo w  w h en  ‘ S ta n d  ’ h a d  to  b e  ca lle d  u n ti l m ore  p ro p itio u s  
tim es.

A N  A S S O C IA T I O N  S T R O N G H O L D .
T h e  to w e r h a s  h a d  a n  u n b ro k e n  p e rio d  o f  m em b ersh ip  o f  t h e  D u rh a m  

a n d  N e w c a s t le  D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n  s in ce  1892 a n d  lia s  a lw a y s  b een  a 
s tro n g h o ld  o f th e  a sso cia tio n , h a v in g  p ro v id ed  d u r in g  th is  t im e  a  p r e s i
d e n t, tw o  g e n e r a l h o n o ra ry  s e cre ta r ie s , a n  h o n o ra ry  tr e a s u r e r , fo u r  
v ice -p re sid e n ts  a n d  tw o  d is tr ic t  s e c r e ta r ie s . M r. G . W. P a r k  has b een  
th e  g u id in g  in flu en ce  in  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  to w e r  s in ce  th e  e a r ly  
d a y s  an d  i t  is  d u e  in  no s m a ll m ea su re  to  h im  t h a t  su ch  a  co n sisten t 
re c o rd  o f  r in g in g  h as b een  m a in ta in e d . H e  a lw a y s  e n d e a v o u re d  to  
m a in ta in  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  s tr ik in g  a n d  h is  m o tto  a lw a y s  h a s  b een  
q u a lit y  b e fo re  q u a n tity . A lto g e th e r  fo r t y  fo a l s  h a v e  b een  ru n g  on 
th e  b e lls , a n d  M r. P a r k  h as th e  u n iq u e  d istin c tio n  o f  h a v in g  ta k e n  
p a r t  in  th em  a ll.

U n fo r tu n a te ly , a v is ito rs ’ b o o k  h a s  n o t b een  k e p t, b u t  h a d  th e r e  
b een  on e m a n y  n am es fa m o u s in  th e  E x e rc ise  w o u ld  h a v e  a p p e a re d  
th e re in . .

T h e  p u b lish e d  p e rfo rm a n ce s  o f  th e  to w e r  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b een  h e a d 
lin ers  ’  w h en  co m p a red  w ith  o th ers , b u t  th e  record s sh ow  a n  u p h ill 
f ig h t  a g a in s t  r in g e rs  le a v in g , o th ers  p a ssin g  a w a y  an d , o f  course, 
th ose a ff lic te d  b v  a p a t h y , b u t , g e n e r a lly  s p e a k in g , th e r e  h a s  b een  a 
d ev o tio n  to  th e  m ain  o b je c t  o f r in g in g  fo r  serv ices. A n d , ta k e n  a ll 
rou n d , th e  f i f t v  v e a rs  h ave  p ro d u ced  a n o t  in v a lu a b le  co n trib u tio n  
to w a rd s  th e  m a in te n a n ce  an d  a d v a n c e m e n t o f th e  a r t in  th e  n o rth  
c o u n try . R - *  •
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P O IN T S  F O R  P E A L S .
C O N T R O L  I N  T H E  F U T U R E .

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— T h e  in tro d u c tio n  o f p o in ts  in to  th e  n a tio n a l r a tio n in g  schem e 

h a s  se t m e th in k in g  w h e th e r  i t  m a y  n o t  be w ell, la t e r  on, to  a p p ly  
so m e th in g  o f  th e  sam e k in d  o f th in g  to  p e a l r in g in g . N o t  t h a t  p oin ts  
a r e  n ew  to  p e a l r in g in g . T h e y  w e re  s y s te m a tic a lly  a p p lie d  to  p ea ls  
in  m y  yo u n g  d a y s  a n d  w e h a v e  re a d  a ll a b o u t th e m  a g a in  re c e n tly  
in  th e  re v ie w  o f  th e  f irs t  f i f t y  y e a rs  o f  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil. B u t  i t  
is  n o t q u ite  t h a t  k in d  o f  p o in t re c k o n in g  I  h a v e  n o w  in m in d . In  
th e  p a s t th e  m ore p e a ls  y o u  r a n g  th e  m ore p o in ts  y o u  g o t ;  b u t m y 
id e a  is t h a t  p e a l r in g e rs  sh ou ld  n ow  b e ra tio n e d .

B e fo r e  th e  w a r  th e y  w ere  ru n n in g  a w a y  w ith  th em selves a n d  fillin g  
y o u r  co lu m n s u n d u ly . M o reo ver, n o t a l l p e a l r in g e rs  h a d  sufficient 
r e g a r d  fo r  b e g in n e rs . I  w ould  lik e  to  see som e co n tro l ex ercised . In  
o rd e r  to  d o  th is  I  w o u ld  s u g g e s t t h a t  r in g e rs  sh om d  ea ch  b e  a llo w ed , 
s a y , a  h u n d red  p o in ts , re p re se n te d  b y  coup on s, w ith  w h ich  to  6t a r t  
o ff th e  y e a r , a n d  w h e n  th e  points- a re  e x h a u ste d — -well, th e re  w o u ld  
b e  no m ore p e a l r in g in g  fo r  th e m  t h a t  y e a r .

P e a ls , o f  cou rse, w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  classified . B o r  in sta n ce , a  p e a l 
o f  B o b  M a jo r  m ig h t b e  p u t on  th e  b a sis  o f a t in  o f  ca n n ed  b ea n s  
a n d  c a ll  fo r  th e  s u rre n d e r  o f fo u r  p o in ts ;  w h ile  a  p e a l o f S u rp rise  
M a jo r  o u g h t, on  t h a t  b asis, to  b e  w o r th  a t  a n y  r a t e  th e  sam e as a 
L e a se  a n d  L e n d  tin  o f  ‘ S p a m ’ a n d  m ean  g iv in g  u p  tw e lv e  poin ts, 
w h ile  a  sp liced  p e a l o u g h t  to  b e  e q u a l to  t h e  24 p o in ts  o f a  l£ lb . 
t in  o f  ‘ P o r k  S a u s a g e  in its  n a tu r a l ju ic e s , ’ th e  n a t u r a l ju ic e s , a s  I 
h a v e  fo u n d  frd m  e x p erien ce , b e in g  ju s t  la rd , a n d  p le n ty  o f  i t .  I n c i
d e n ta lly , th is  h a s  ta u g h t  u s t h a t  la r d  is th e  j trice o f  th e  p ig .

O f cou rse, th e re  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  so m e th in g  done fo r  b eg in n ers. 
W e  m ig h t t r e a t  th em  lik e  m in ers, a g r ic u ltu r a l w o rk e rs , § p g in e  d riv e rs  
a n d  su ch lik e , w ho g e t  e x tr a  cheese, a n d  g iv e  th e m  a n «a d d itio n a l 
allo w a n ce , sa y , first p e a ls  coup on f r e e ; f irs t  p e a ls  in  th e  m eth o d , or 
f irs t  as  co n d u cto r, h a lf  p o in ts, a lth o u g h  I  sh o u ld n ’ t  g iv e  a n y  e x tr a  
p o in ts  to  th o se  w h o  do l it t le  e lse b u t  r in g  firs t  p e a ls  in  th e  m eth o d . 
I t ’s  to o  e a s y  fo r  th e m .

S o m eon e  else m a y  p erh a p s b e  a b le  to  w o rk  th e  sch em e o u t  in  
g r e a te r  d e ta il, b u t  w h e re  th e r e  is  a  s h o r ta g e  o f  b e lls , p a r t ic u la r ly  in/ 
L o n d o n , so m e th in g  o u g h t to  b e  d o n e to  m a k e  th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  go 
ro u n d .

I t  w o u ld , I  im a g in e , b e  on e o f  th e  d u tie s  o f a n y  fu tu r e  n a tio n a l 
a sso cia tio n  to  issu e th e  ooupons, an d , o f cou rse, i t  w o u ld  be th e  
o b lig a tio n  o f  th e  ste e p le k e e p e r  to  c o lle ct th e  cou p on s fro m  th e  r in g e rs  
a t  th e  end o f a n y  p e a l in h is  to w er.

S o m e p e o p le  w ill, o f  co u rse, s a y  t h a t  su ch  a p la n  w d u ld  r e s tr ic t  
r in g in g  a t  a  t im e  w h e n  e v e r y th in g  o u g h t to  b e  d o n e to  en co u ra g e  it .
I  h a d  th o u g h t  o f th a t .  F o r  in sta n ce , I  h a v e  s u g g e s te d  fr e e  p o in ts  
fo r  p ea ls  fo r  b e g in n e rs , b u t I  w o u ld  go  fu r th e r . I  w o u ld  g iv e  a n  
a d d itio n a l tw o  p o in ts  to  e v e r y  r in g e r  fo r  e v e r y  t im e  h e  p u t in  a fu ll 
a tte n d a n c e  a t  S u n d a y  serv ice  r in g in g . T h a t  w o u ld  en co u ra g e  som e 
o f  th e  p e a l r in g e rs  to  do .a  l i t t le  m ore  fo r  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f th e  
busin ess.

O n e  th in g  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  c a r e fu lly  w a tc h e d  a n d  t h a t - i s  th a t  
th e r e  sh ou ld  b e  no ‘ b la c k  m a r k e t  ’ in  coup ons. H e a v y  p e n a ltie s  
w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  in flic te d  i f  i l l ic i t  tr a d in g  w a s  discovered.' P u rc h a s in g  
h a lf  a d ozen  co u p on s fo r  a p in t o f  o ld  a n d  m ild  a t  th e  B lu e  B o a r , 
fo r  in s ta n ce , m u st b e  m a d e  d e fin ite ly  n o t  w o rth  w h ile .

I  m a k e  a  fr e e  g i f t  o f  th is  sch em e to  th e  o rg a n ise rs  o f  p e a l r in g in g  
in  th e  fu tu r e , s u b je c t  to / a n  a r r a n g e m e n t b y  w h ic h  I  m a y  h a v e  a 
d o u b le  issu e o f cou p on s e v e ry  y e a r  in e x ch a n g e  fo r  th e  c o p y r ig h t.

‘ A  P O I N T E R .’

BERG H  A P T O N , NO RFOLK
F A R E W E L L  P R E S E N T A T I O N  T O  T H E  R E C T O R . —

O n W e d n e sd a y  e v e n in g , D ece m b e r 3 rd , m a n y  o f  th e  B e r g h  A p to n  
r in g e rs  m et a t  th e  S ch oo l H ou se to  p a y  a  fa r e w e ll  tr ib u te  to  th e  R e v . 
a n d  M rs. A . J . H e a rd  on th e ir  le a v in g  th e  p a rish .

T h e  m em b ers ( in c lu d in g  th o se  in  H .M . F o rces) g a v e  th em  a  s ilv e r  
b e ll- in k sta n d , s u ita b ly  in scrib ed , a n d  a  book to k e n , an d , in  m a k in g  
th e  p re s e n ta tio n , Mr.~ H . C . B o g g is  sp o k e  o f th e ir  g r e a t  k in d n ess  an d  
fr ie n d sh ip  d u r in g  th e  five y e a rs  th e y  h ad  been  a t  B e r g h  A p to n . T h e y  
h a d  ta k e n  a  v e r y  k e e n  in te r e s t  in  th e  r in g e rs , e n te r ta in in g  th e m  a t  
th e  R e c to r y  w e e k ly  fo r  h a n d b e ll p r a c tic e  sin ce th e  b a n  o n  to w e r 
r in g in g . M r. H e a rd , w ho is le a r n in g  th e  a r t ,  a lw a y s  acco m p a n ied  
th e  n n g e r s  to  th e  m e e tin g s  o f th e  N o rw ich  D io cesa n  A sso cia tio n , and  
w a s  a  m em b er o f  th e  S t a n d in g  C o m m ittee .

A lth o u g h  he r e g r e t te d  t h a t  th e  B e r g h  A p to n  r in g e rs  h a d  su sta in ed  
a  g r e a t  loss b y  th e ir  d e p a rtu re , M r. B o g g is  w a s  v e r y  p le a se d  to  s a y  
th e y  w o u ld  s till b e  liv in g  in  th e  d is tr ic t , a n d  he h oped to  see th em  
fro m  tim e  to  tim e .

In  r e tu rn in g  th a iik s  fo r  th e  g i f t ,  M r. H e a rd  said  h e  w a s  d eep ly  
to u c h e d  b y  w h a t }4r. B o g g is  h a d  sa id , a n d  w o u ld  a lw a y s  rem em b er 
th e  h a p p y  tim es  he h ad  s p e n t  w ith  th e  B e r g h  A p to n  r in g e rs . H e 
lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  see in g  th e m  a t  fu tu r e  asso ciation  m e e tin g s.

I t  w a s  r e g r e t te d  th a t  th e  m em b ers w ith  th e  F o rces  co u ld  n o t b e  
p re se n t, b u t  a l l h op ed  t h a t  h a p p ie r  tim e s w ere  n o t f a r  d is ta n t w h en  
th e y  w o u ld  b e  to g e th e r  a g a in .

T h e  e v e n in g  co n clu d ed  w ith  to u ch es on th e  h a n d b ells , w h ic h  w ere  
g iv e n  to  th e  co m p a n y  b y  th e  R e c to r  in  1938.

M r. an d  M rs. A m e s  w ere  th a n k e d  fo r  th e ir  k in d  h o sp ita lity .

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  O F  W A T F O K D  D I S T R I C T .

A t th e  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f th e  W a tfo r d  D is tr ic t  o f th e  H e r tfo r d  
C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n , h eld  a t  B u s h e y  on  N o v e m b e r 2 9 th ,.M r . C . C . 
M a y n e  w a s  in  th e  ch a ir , a n d  w a s su p p o rte d  b y  th e  s e c r e ta r y  (M r.
H . G . C a sh m o re) a n d  25 m em b ers. ‘

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  re p o r te d  t h a t  te n  m e e tin g s  h a d  b een  h e ld  d u rin g  th e  
y e a r  w ith  an  a v e r a g e  a tte n d a n c e  o f fifte e n , h a n d b e ll r in g in g  a t  these 
m e e tin g s  ra n g in g  fr o m  B o b  M a jo r  to  S p lic e d  S u r p rise  a n d  G ra n d sire  
C in q u es.

I t  w a s  also re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  e ig h t b e lls  a t  S t . M a r y ’ s, W a tfo r d , 
h a d  been  ta k e n  o u t o f  th e  to w e r  fo r  s a fe t y , a n d  t h a t  th e  b e lls  o f  S t . 
J a m e s ’ , B u s h e y , h a d  b een  in su re d  a g a in s t  d a m a g e  b v  en em y a c tio n .

T h e  m em b ers  p re s e n t stood  as  a  m a rk  o f  re sp e ct 'to  th e  la te  M r. 
P .  B u c k e ll, a  m e m b e r o f  th e  S ta n m o r e  b a n d , r e p o r te d  k il le d  in  actio n .

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  a n d  co m m ittee  w e re  u n a n im o u sly  re -e lec ted .
M r. C . W . T a y lo r  sf>oke on  th e  d e s ir a b ility  o f  sen d in g  a  re p o r t  o f 

th e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  d is tr ic t  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g ' W<Jrld ’ fo r  p u b lic a tio n , 
an d  i t  w a s  a g re e d  t h a t  th is  sh ou ld  b e  done.

M r. E . J e n n in g s  p rop o sed  th e  fo llo w in g  re so lu tio n  a n d  M rs. M a y n e  
seco n d ed  :—

‘ T h a t  th is  m e e tin g  is  o f th e  o p in io n  t h a t  D r . G . W . S la c k ’ s tw o - 
p a r t  com p osition  o f S te d m a n  T rip le ?  m a rk s  an im p o r ta n t  d e v e lo p m e n t 
in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  m eth o d , an d  su g g e sts  t h a t  th e  fig u res  b e  p u b 
lish e d  in  “  T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ”  a s  soon a s  p o ssib le .’

T h e  re so lu tio n  w a s  c a rr ie d  w ith ou t, d issen t.
T h e  fo llo w in g  re so lu tio n , p rop osed  b y  M r. E . J e n n in g s  a n d  seconded 

b y  M r. L . L u c k , w a s  also  c a rr ie d  u n a n im o u s ly :—
‘ T h a t  in  v ie w  o f  th e  to r p id ity  o f  th e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil o f C h u rc h  

B ellrm g er^  s in ce  th e  com m en cem en t o f  th e  p re se n t w a r, th e  re p re 
s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  d is tr ic t  on  th e  C o u n tv  C o m m itte e  b e  in s tru c te d  to  
o pp ose  th e  p a y m e n t o f  th e  n e x t  su b scr ip tio n  to  th e  sa id  C e n tr a l 
Council.*

B e fo r e  an d  a ft e r  th e  m e e tin g  h a n d b e lls  w ere  p u t  to  go od  u se  a n d  a 
v e r y  e n jo y a b le  tim e  w a s sp en t.

B R IS T O L  H A N D B E L L  GUILD.
A N N U A L  M E E T IN G .

T h e  firs t  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f th e  B r is to l G u ild  o f  H a n d b e ll R in g e r s  
w a s  h eld  on S u n d a y  m orn in g, N o ve m b e r 30th.

T h e  s e c r e ta r y  r e a d  h is  a n n u a l re p o r t  a n d  p re se n te d  th e  y e a r ’s 
acco u n ts , w h ic h  w e r e  ad o p te d . M r. T . H a r r is  sa id  t h a t  m em b ers h a d  
rea so n  to  be ’p ro u d  o f  th e  p ro g ress  m a d e, a s  a b o u t seven  p e a ls  h ad  
b een  ru n g  sin ce th e  G u ild  w a s  fo rm ed .

I t  w a s  a g re e d  to  co m p ile  a  m odified  re p o r t  to ' b e  issu ed  to  m em b ers.
T h e  q u estio n  o f  a  m em b ersh ip  ce rtific a te  w a s  d iscu ssed , a n d  i t  w a s  

d ecid ed  to  issue o n e . a t  a  n o m in a l sum  w h en  p r in te d . •
T h e  M a ste r , M r. D . G . C lift , re s ig n e d , a n d  M r. J i .  B r y a n t  w a s  

e le c te d  fo r  th e  e n su in g  y e a r . T h e  s e c r e ta r y  w a s  re-e lected .'
M r. R . B r y a n t  k in d ly  a g r e e d  to  ass ist th e  s e c r e ta r y  b y  .ta k in g  o ver 

th e  G u ild  p e a l b o o k , a n d  to  co m p lete  th e  w r it in g  o f  th e  p ea ls  ru n g  
b y  th e  G u ild .

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  s a id  t h a t  h e  h ad  re c e iv e d  a  le t te r  fro m  M r. S . R ich es, 
w ho a p p a r e n t ly  is  s ta tio n e d  in  th e  M id d le  E a s t. H e  exp ressed  a  w ish  
to  be n o m in a te d  as on e o f  th e  G u ild ’s first m em b ers, a n d  th o se  p re se n t 
u n a n im o u sly  a g re e d  to  e le c t  h im  ajid  to  w a iv e  his su b scrip tio n s  u n til 
he r e tu r n e d  to  B r is to l. H e  said  lie  w a s  re c e iv in g  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r ld ,’ 
a n d  so, th ro u g h  th e  m ed iu m  o f th e  r in g e rs ’ jo u rn a l, m em b ers an d  
r in g e rs  fro m  B r is to l sen d  b e st w ish es fo r  a  -safe re tu rn .

A  p e a l o f G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  w as ru n g  to  co m m e m o ra te  th e  fo u n d in g  
o f th e  G u ild  in  N o ve m b e r, 1940.

D E A T H  OF A N  OLD W A L K D E N  R IN G ER .
W e  r e g r e t  to  a n n o u n ce th e  d eath  o f  M r. A lfr e d  P o tt e r  on N o ve m b e r 

26th a s  th e  r e s u lt  o f a n  accid en t.
H e  w a s  co m in g  d o w n sta irs  a n d  w h en  a b o u t fo u r  s ta ir s  fro m  th e  

b o tto m  co llap sed . W h e n  p ick ed  u p  he w a s  fo u n d  to  be d ead . A t  th e  
in q u e st a  v e r d ic t  o f  n a t u r a l pauses w a s  re p o rte d .

D e ce a se d  jo in e d  th e  L a n ca sh ire  A sso cia tio n  in  1884 a n d  ^vas a  m em 
b e r  o f  th e  W a lk d e n  b a n d  sy ic e  th e n . H e  w a s  la id  t o  r e s t  in  th e  
P a r is h  C h u r c h y a r d  on  N o vem b er 29tli. B e fo r e  le a v in g  th e  house a  
co u rse  o f  G ra n d sir e  T r ip le s  w as r u n g  on h a n d b e lls  b v  M iss A . P o tt e r  
1-2, P . H . D e rb y s h ire  (W o rsley) 3-4, J .  H . R id y a r d  '(W orsley) 5-6 , T . '  
Jo n es  7-8. H e  w a s  c a r r ie d  j o  h is la s t  re s tin g  p la c e , b y  h is  b ro th e r  
rin g e rs , J a m e s  D e n n e r, J o h n  D en n er, A . B u r to n , J .  L e e , P . H . D e r b y 
sh ire , J .  H . R id y a r d , T . Jon es a n d  F .  C r itc h le y .

T h e  serv ice  in  ch u rc h  w a s co n d u cted  b y  th e  V ic a r , th e  R e v . H  
L a w to n , a n d  th e  o rg a n is t , M r. F . A in sc o u g h , p la y e d  ‘ O  re s t in  th e  
L o r d  ’ a n d  ‘  I  k n o w  t h a t  m y  R ed eem er, l iv e t h . ’ D e ce a se d ’s fa v o u r it e s  
h y m n , * A b id e  w ith  m e ,’ w as also  su n g. H e w a s  78 v e a rs  o f  a g e .

M r. P o t t e r  h a d  r u n g  in  th e  fo llo w in g  110  p e a ls  fo r  th e  L a n c a s h ire  
A sso c ia tio n : S e v e n  M in o r m ethods 2, fo u r  M in or m eth o d s 1 , B o b  
T r ip le s  2, D a r la s to n  B o b  T rip le s  2,- D u ffie ld  M a jo r  3. D o u b le  N o rw ic h
4, S u p e r la t iv e  4, B o b  M a jo r  5, K e n t  T re b le  B o b  20, O x fo rd  T r e b le  
B o b  2. G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  16, S te d m a n  C a te rs  1 , S te d m a n  T r ip le s  48 
to t a l  110 . P

W I N N E R S H , B E R K S .— O n D e ce m b e r 6th  a t  T h e  B r ia r s , W e stfie ld s  
R o a d , 720 B o b  M in o r on h an d b ells  : M rs. B . C . C a st le  (con d u ctor) 1-2
B . C . C a st le  3-4, T . D a v ie s  5-6. T h e  first 720 b v  r in g e rs  o f  1-2 a n d  
5-6. F ir s t  in  h a n d  b y  3 4 .
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A  N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N .
To th e E d itor.

D e a r  Sir*— I  se e  o n e  o f  y o u r  co rresp o n d en ts  h a s  a g a in  ra is e d  th e  
q u estion  o f a  N a tio n a l A sso cia tio n . -W e h a v e  h e a rd  a b o u t th is  th in g  
s e v e r a l ' tim e s  b e fo re , b u t  n o b o d y  e v e r  does a n y th in g . S u r e ty  th e  
b en efits  m u s t b e  a p p a r e n t  to  e v e ry o n e , a l l  w e  w a n t  is  so m eb o d y  to  
ta k e  th e  th in g  in  h a n d  a n d  c a r r y  i t  th ro u g h . . .

I t  is  n o  g o od , I  th in k , w a it in g  fo r  t h e . o ld  m em b ers o f  th e  E x erc ise  
to  a c t, th e y  a r e  to o  m u ch  s e t  in  th e ir  o ld  w a y s  a n d  sa tis fie d  w ith  
th in g s  as th e y  axe. N o w  is  th e  t im e  fo r  th e  y o u n g e r  m en  to  com e 
fo xw a x d  a n d  ta k e  the. le a d . T h e  o x g a n isa t io n  o f  th e  E x e rc ise  sh ou ld  
b e  xefoxm ed fro m  to p  to  b o tto m , t h e  p ro p e r  p erson s p u t in  ch a rg e , 
a n d  i f  i t  m ea n s s c r a p p in g  som e o f  th e  o ld  fo g ie s  w e  ca n ’ t  h e lp  t h a t .

W h o  is th e re  t h a t  w i ll  g iv e  u s  a  le a d ?

‘ L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D .'

W E S T  H A M  T E N O R .
W e  a r e  in fo rm e d  b y  M r. A lb e r t  A . H u g h e s , o f  'the W h ite c h a p e l 

F o u n d r y , t h a t  th e  o ld  te n o r  a t  W e s t  H a m  b y  S a m u e l K n ig h t  w e ig h e d  
25 cw t. 22 lb ., a n d  t h a t  th a  b e ll  w a s  r e c a s t  in  1847 b y  M e a rs  a n d  
n o w  w eig h s  26 cw t. 2  q r . 5  lb .

W A R K T O N  B E L L R IN G E R S  W ED DING .
O n S a tu r d a y , N o v e m b e r 15 th , a t  A ll  S a in ts ’ C h u rc h , S to n e y c ro ft , 

L iv e rp o o l, M r. A rc h ib a ld  S t a n le y  T o s e la n d  w a s  m a rr ie d  to  M iss 
M a rg a x e t D o d d , o f  G o rto n  R o a d , L iv e rp o o l. T h e  b rid e g ro o m , w h o  is  
th e  y o u n g e s t so n  o f M r. a n d  M rs. G . T o se la n d , o f  W a r k to n , is  a 
m e m b e r o f  th e  lo c a l c o m p a n y  o f  r in g e rs  a n d  also  o f  t h e  lo c a l H om e 
G u a rd . T h e  b rid e  is  th e  o n ly  d a u g h te r  o f  M rs. a n d  th e  la t e  M r. 
E d w a r d  D o d d .

T h e  ce rem o n y  w a s  p e rfo rm e d  b y  th e  R e v . E . B . W h it le y , a n d  tw o  
h ym n s, ‘  O  p e r fe c t  lo v e  ’  a n d  ‘ F o r  th e  b e a u ty  o f th e  e a x th ,’ w exe su n g.

T h e  b r id e  w a s  g iv e n  a w a y  b y  h e r  b ro th e r , M r. P a u l  D o d d , a n d  th e  
b rid e sm a id  w a s  M iss E liz a b e th  W r ig h t , h e r  cou sin . M r. N o rm a n  
F e r r is  (a  fr ie n d  o f  th e  b rid eg ro o m ), o f  K e t te r in g , w a s  b e s t  m an .

A f t e r  th e  re c e p tio n  th e  h a p p y  co u p le  le f t  fo x  R h o s-o n -S ea  fo x  th e  
ho n eym o o h.

A m o n g s t th e  p x e se n ts  x ece ived  w a s  a n  e le c tx ic  ta b le  la m p  fro m  th e  
R e c to r  a n d  r in g e rs  o f  S t . E d m u n d ’s, W a r k to n .

P E A L S  A T  BID D EN D EN .
To th e E dftor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I n  a  co rn er o f  B id d e n d e n  b e l f r y  th e re  is  a  p e a l b o a rd  
re c o r d in g  fo u r  p e a ls  ru n g  b v  th e  B id d e n d e n  Y o u th s  in  th e  y e a rs  
1786 a n d  1787. T w o  w e re  5,(m)’s o f  B o b  M a jo r , on e 6,720 B o b  M a jo r , 
a n d  o n e  5,376 K e n tis h  T r e b le  B o b . I t  d oes n o t s a y  w h o  co m p o sed  th e  
p ea ls , o r  w h o  co n d u c te d  th e m , th e  o n ly  d is tin c tio n  b e in g  t h a t  th e  
te n o r  r in g e r ’s n a m e  is in  p r in te d  le tte rs .

I  sh ou ld  th in k  th is  b a n d  m u st h a v e  r u n g  p e a ls  in  o th e r  to w e rs , b u t 
I  h a v e  n o t  b een  a b le  to  t r a c e  a n y . P e r h a p s  som eone e lse ca n  do 
b e t te r .  R . E D W A R D S .

W e s t  H ou se, T e n te rd e n .

‘THE COLLEGE YOUTHS’
A  History o f  the Society 

bx J. ARMIGER T R O L L O P E
* T h is  is  o n e  o f  th e  v e r y  fe w  b o o k s  I  h a v e  re a d  w h ic h  seem  to  

m e m ig h t, w ith  a d v a n ta g e , h a v e  b een  c o n s id e ra b ly  lo n g e r .’— The 
D ea n  o f  St. Paul's.

* M r. T ro llo p e  h a s  a c h ie v e d  m ore th a n  h is  im m e d ia te  p u rp ose  
o f w r it in g  a  h is to ry  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s . S o  closely 
h a s  th e  g u ild  been  id e n tifie d  w ith  E n g lish  ch a n g e  r in g in g  t h a t  it s  
h is to ry  is  to  a  v e ry  la r g e  e x te n t  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  a n c ie n t ffport o f 
r in g in g  d e v e lo p e d  in to  an  elabcw ate a r t .  . . .

1 T h r o u g h o u t h is  b o o k  M r. T ro llo p e  ta k e s  h is  re a d e rs  in to  a 
s tr a n g e  a n d  fa s c in a t in g  w o rld  w h o se tr a d it io n s  60 p e cu lia r ly  
E n g lish  d e se rv e  fa r  m ore p o p u la r  a tte n tio n  th a n  t h e y  u su a lly  

r e c e iv e . ’— T h e Guardian.
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D ire c t  f ro m  ‘ T h e  Ringing World*  
L o w e r  Pyrford  Road, W o k in g , S u rre y

G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.

B y  E d g a r  C .  S h e p h e r d .

(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p a g e  587.)

The collection of peals of Grandsire Caters published by 
the Central Council in 1903 forms a basis for much in- 
teresting- study of the diversity of plans and musical 
arrangements.

Broadly speaking, there are six plans of composition 
given in the book, and each of these plans offers a great 
Variety of treatment. To print them, all would not be 
possible, but for the benefit of the student- it is proposed 
here to tabulate them and to • show where outstanding 
examples of each may be found.\ The numbers refer to 
the numbers of the compositions in the Collection.

1. The old Classical plan. Nos. 1 to 8 . The peals by 
Annable, Holt and Reeves have already been discussed. 
Some 19th century composers turned back to this plan, 
and their compositions will be found here and in Nos. 25 
to 31.

2. Tittum Plan Short Courses. Of these there is a 
large selection, and the best of them exploit the 6th and 
the 5th. Hubbard’s 5039 (No. 33) and Johnson’s 5003 
(No. 37) are good examples of the 5th and 6th the extent 
in 5th’s place. In both compositions the arrangement of 
the main blocks is very symmetrical, but Johnson’s peal 
suffers from a clumsy opening course. Carter’s 5,003 
(No. 60) and Johnson’s 5,003 (No. 61) are both splendid 
examples of the 6th her extent Wrong and Right. In 
No. 60 the extra courses needed to.make up the five thou
sand form a little block in the middle of the peal. In 
No. 61 Johnson makes up his number by running three 
course in the Handstroke Home position. Note that in 
this peal there is no call on 89 or on 978.

3. Tittums and H andstroke H om e. The most satis
factory Handstroke Home music is- produced when the 
6th is behind the 8th. There are 24 such courses, nearly 
enough for half a peal. A popular form of"composition, 
therefore, is the ‘ half-and-half ’ peal, where rather more 
than half the 5,000 is in the Tittums and the remainder in 
the Hfindstroke Home. Carter’s 5,039 (No. 53) has the 
6th twenty-four courses behind the 9th in the Tittums, 
followed by the standard 24 Hancfetroke Home courses. 
Six courses at the beginning, with 5th in 5th’s place, make 
up the required number. Hattersley’s 5,021 (No. 54) has 
the same Tittum and Handstroke Home properties, but 
by turning the bells into the Inverted Tittums for five 
courses in the middle of the peal the composer preserves 
the 6th in 5th’s place throughout. Both these composi
tions haye clumsy opening courses.

4. Inverted Tittums. James George’s 5,003 (No. 75) - 
is a very good example of neat construction. The com
poser gives the extent of the 6th, Right and Wrong, and 
concludes with six courses in the Handstroke Home. 
The peal is in short courses throughout, and it would be 
rather difficult to find a better Inverted Tittum plan. In i 
‘ The Bell News ’ of December 14th, 1895, Mr. William 
Willson published an excellent 5,075 in the Inverted Tit
tums and Handstroke Home, with a footnote, ‘ Specially 
suitable for a muffled peal.’

These are the two chief plans for Inverted Tittums 
peals, but the more popular is the second one, the ‘ half- 
and-half ’ plan.
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5. Tittums and Handstroke H om e alternately. This 
is a very beautiful plan, and one that attracted that fine 
composer, Arthur Knights. In the Central Council Cpl- 
lection No. 55 is the only example of Mr. Knights’ work 
on this plan. Here the bells are turned almost every 
course. His usual plan, however, was to run a short 
block of courses in the Tittums followed by a block of the 
same size in the Handstroke Home. * The Bell News ’ 
of March 4th, 1899, published a splendid 5,021 by W il
liam Kent in which the bells are turned every six courses. 
A deservedly popular 5,057 by William Mickelwright is 
on the same lines.

Thfe best compositions of this type aim, of course, at 
keeping the 6th in 5th’s place throughout and as there 
are not enough courses of this type to make up a 5,000, 
the odd courses are usually woven into the beginning of 
the peal.

6 . Other positions o f 789. The best of these contain 
the 7968 position. W . T . Elson’s 5,021 (No. 98) is an 
outstanding composition. Twelve opening courses in the 
7968 position lead to twelve Tittum courses with the 6th 
at home. Six transition courses follow, and then the 6th 
is behind the 9th for twelve courses. The last twelve 
courses are in the Handstroke Home. George Cleal’s 
5,021 (No. 96) ha% alternate 7968 and 6978 courses, and 
after the first six preliminary courses has calls at 2^3.4 
•in each course.

Nos. 72, 83, 85, 90, 92 and 9^ reveal some interesting 
experiments in the use of the six positions of 789. Un
fortunately some of thes'e positions are of little musical 
value, and the merit of such compositions lies chiefly in 
the ingenuity of their construction.

A study of the Central Council Collection will perhaps, 
produce the impression that the possibilities of Grandsire 
Caters were exhausted by the end of the 19th century. A 
study of subsequent compositions, however, will correct 
this impression, and will clearly indicate that the Collec
tion needs revising, rearranging and augmenting. The 
work of the later composers concentrates on the exploita
tion of musical positions like 7968 and 7896. Among 
these composers may be mentioned Frederick Dexter and 
Ernest Morris. In 1911 Dexter produced a splendid 
5,039, a regular production in two halves, the first half 
running in alternate 6978 and 7968 courses, and the 
second half having 7896 and 7698 alternately. Ernest 
Morris' 5,022, also published in 1911, is in three regular 
parts, using 7968, 7689, and 6789, and'having the front 
bells in the same position in each part. The same com
poser’s 5,021, published in 1913, opens with seven courses 
in the 7968 position, and then proceeds to run the extent 
of the 7896 and 7698 positions.

Of recent years, experiments have been made in the use 
of the inverted forms of 7896 and 7968 for the purpose of 
muffled ringing; and as late as 1935 George W . Deben- 
ham composed and .conducted two very interesting ̂ com-

(C o n tin u e d  in  n e x t  co lu m n .)

N O T I C E S .
N O TIC ES must be received N O T LA TE R  TH AN  

M ONDAY.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
annual meeting will be held at Stoke-on-Trent on Satur
day, December 13th, at 3 p.m. Tea at 5.30. All 
members and ringers welcome.— Andrew Thompson, 63, 
Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IS T O L  DIO CESAN  ASSO
C IA T IO N .— Bristol City Branch.—-The annual meeting 
of the Branch will be held on Saturday, December 13th, at 
the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. james’). The business 
will include the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
presentation of annual accounts and ‘ Shall the Branch 
continue to hold its monthly meetings ? ’ Handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.— A. M . 
Tyler, Branch Hon. Sec.

GLOUCESTER AN D B R ISTO t ASSOCIATION.—  
Swindon Branch.— Annual branch meeting at Rodbourne 
Cheney Sunday School on Saturday, December 13th, at 
6 p.m. Handbells available.-—W . B. Kynaston, 37, 
Vicarage Road, Swindon, Wilts.

O X F O R D  DIO CESAN  G U IL D .— Central Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Waddesdon 
on Saturday, December 13th. Handbells from 3 p.m. 
Tea 4 30 p.m. Service 6 p.m. All welcome.— F . Gibbard, 
30 Horn Street, Winslow, Bucks.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, December 
20th, at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E .l , at 
3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., 1, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, ‘ Saturday, De
cember 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All 
welcome.— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, W at
ford.

G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  co lu m n .)

positions in which he used the extents of 57968 and 97568 
course ends.

I have attempted to survey the development of com
position in Grandsire Caters from the first establishment 
of a musical form, and have, I hope, shown how more 
and more interesting and complex the compositions have 
become. Far from being the ‘ same thing over and over 
again ’ (as ‘ Plain Speaker ’ wrote in 1898), or ‘ very unin
teresting- to the average ringer ’ (as Mr. Trollope wrote 
in 1941), peals of Grandsire Caters, considered musically 
and construction ally, seem to offer a wider and more 
varied field for study ■ than peals in any other method. 
The {k>ssibilities of Tittum and Handstroke Home 
compositions are probably (though not certainly) ex
hausted, but the use and combinations of other platings 
of 6789 still provide the composer with a wealth of musi
cal material.

G. & F. COPE & CO., NOTTINGHAM
TOWER CLOCK MANUFACTURERS.

E S T I M A T E S  S U B M I T T E D  FOR N E W  C L O C K S , C H IM E  A D D IT IO N S ,  R EPAIRS  
OR R E P A IN T IN G  C F  D IALS .

—  -  ' ■ -
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The Central Council Publications
* TO  BE O B T A IN E D  PO ST FREE '«•  

fr o m  th e  
R ev. E. S . P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

I. d.
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  P E A L S — S e c tio n  I I .  (P la in  B o b  and

D o u b le  O x fo rd  B ob) ............ ........................... ... ... 9
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  P E A L S — Sectio n  I I I .  (D o u b le  N o rw ich ) ... 9
C O R R I G E N D A  L E A F L E T  issued fr e e  w ith  th e  a b o v e  collection s

C O L L E C T I O N  O F  T R I P L E S  M E T H O D S  ......................................  1 O
R E P O R T  O F  C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  S .P .A .B ..................................  6

C A R D  O F  I N S T R U C T IO N S  I N  T H E  C A R E  A N D  U S E  O F  
B E L L S  ... ... .... .. . ... .. . ... ... .. . ...

M E T H O D  S H E E T S .— S ted m a n  an d  G ra n d sire  T rip le s  ............ 3
C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r ....................  '2
D o u b le  N o rw ich  an d  C a m b rid g e  C o u rt 3
B r is to l S u r p rise  M a jo r  ........... ........... 2

H I N T S  T O  I N S T R U C T O R S  A N D  B E G I N N E R S  ..................... 2
V A R I A T I O N  A N D  T R A N S P O S I T I O N  ............................................... 1  O
C O L L E C T I O N  O F  D O U B L E S  A N D  M IN O R  M E T H O D S  (N ew

S d itio n ) ................................................................  ......................................  2  0

T h e  Jasper S now don  Series
R E V I S E D  P R I C E S

* R O P E - S I G H T ,* Is . lO d .; n in th  e d itio n ; 150 p a g e s ;  t r e a ts  P la in  B o b  
co m m en cin g  on th re e  bells.

‘ G R A N D S I R E ,’ * 2s. lO d .; second e d itio n ; 204 p ages, co m m en cin g  on 
five  bells, co m p lete  w ith  th e  T h om p son  C h a rts , e tc . •

* S T A N D A R D  M E T H O D S /  n in th  e d itio n , 2s. lOd.
* S T E D M A N ,’ 2s. lO d. A n  e n tir e ly  new  book b y  J . A rm ig e r  T ro llop e .

C o n ta in s  fu ll in s tru ctio n s  fo r r in g in g  and  co n d u c tin g  th e  m eth od
oo 5 to  11  b e lls , w ith  to u ch es and p eals, and p roo f a n d  com position .

‘ T R E B L E  B O B ,*  Is. lO d .j second e d itio n ; w ith  a p p e n d ix ;  100 p ages.
‘ S U R P R I S E  M E T H O D S .’ 2s. lOd A book b y  th e  la te  R ev . C  D . P  

D a v ie s , M .A ., F  R .A .S . C o n ta in s  a  ta b u la te d  lis t  o f  p ea ls , 10 
d ia g ra m s, 126 p ages.

A ll  p o st fr e e , on feo erp t o f  p o s ta l ord er, from

Mias MARGARET E, SNOWDON

W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B rid g e , U lv e rsto n , L a n cs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLFS AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchard^, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7|d. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
b y  E . S . a n d  M . P O W E L L .

C o n ta in in g  fu ll an d  co m p le te  in stru ctio n  fro m  th e  first h a n d lin g  
o f  a  b e ll to  th e  r in g in g  and  co n d u c tin g  o f  p ea ls  o f G ra n d sire , 
S te d m a n , P la in  B o b  a n d  K e n t  T re b le  B o b .

L a r g e  se lectio n  o f  C om p osition s in c lu d ed .
P r ic e  —  C o m p le te  ed ition , to  8 b e lls , c lo th , 120pp., 2 / 9  

co p ies fo r  1 5 / - ) ,  6 b ell ed ition  sew n , p a p e r  oovers, 64pp., 
1 / 2  (6 cop ies fo r  6 /-)-

O b tainable on ly  p o st fre e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 
S tav erto n  Vi oa ra g e . near D aventry.

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’ -
N O TED  FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STR ETCH IN G

Eat. 1 8 2 0  ■ i Tel. 2 4 0 0

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

O raer y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices in cre a se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and sen d  us y o u r  old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep a irs  w h ilst n ot in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  A N D  B EL L M U F F L E R S
^  ll^  11̂  II

S u ita b le  fo r  P re s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G if t

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAKD In Solid Silver.

Diameter 2Jin 2Jin, a#n.. 3iin. 4in. 4iin. 5in. SHn 
Price 1 8 /8  2 2 /8  2 8 /6  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  6 7 /6  7 8 ,6

The 5iii. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician

Telephone 276 " W O K I I N G -

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, I  ondon, 

and throughout the world.

John S m ith  & S on s, M idland C lock  W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret
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