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V ISITO R S .
At the anniversary luncheon of the College Youths, the 

hon. secretary of the Central Council referred to the diffi
culties which will have to be faced when the war is over, 
and expressed a hope that all the London societies will 
co-operate in the work of reconstruction which will be 
necessary. He mentioned the problem of the visiting 
ringer, and suggested that some sort of organisation 
should be formed by means of which a provincial man com
ing up to London might be directed to the belfry where he 
could get the type of ringing which best suited him. Mr. 
Fletcher’s suggestion was made in the interest of the 
visitor, but it seems to have been misunderstood, and to
day we print a letter of protest from Mr. A. V . Davis, of 
Bournemouth, who tells us that it smacks of ringing snob
bery and would be a blow to ‘individual progress. The 
visitor to London towers goes, he says, with the specific 
object of ringing at a particular church or to practise cer
tain methods, and expects welcome and assistance.

Mr. Davis has, we think, missed the, whole point of 
Mr. Fletcher’s suggestion. The idea is not to restrict or 
discourage the visitor, but to do what can be done for 
him. But let us face the facts. It is a laudable ambition 
for a ringer to aim at ringing at some famous church or 
to attempt some higher method, but it is not always pos
sible to oblige him, nor should he expect it. Take the 
case which is often quoted, and whieh both Mr. FJetcher 
and Mr. Davis mention, St. Paul’s Cathedral. W e say 
quite definitely that not only has no visi'tor, not even the 
most skilful, the right to be asked to ring there, but, 
strictly speaking, the band have no right on Sundays to 
ask him to ring. The bells are not rung fojr the sake of 
visitors. The ringing is a part of the services of the 
Cathedral, and the Cathedral authorities appoint a band 
to ring them in the best possible way. In this there is no 
distinction between the ringers and the choir, and would 
anyone suggest that a visitor should be allowed to take 
part in the choir singing just because he had a fancy to 
do so, although he might possess a voice as fine as any 
and be a thoroughly qualified musician? Even on prac
tice nights, when more latitude can be allowed, only those 
men who are competent twelve-bell ringers should expect 
to ring at St. Paul’s. It is not an easy place to ring' at, 
and with the weight of metal and draught of rope is cer
tainly not the place to learn to ring Stedman Cmques. One 
inexperienced and incompetent man ‘can easily upset the 
ringing and spoil the enjoyment of the whole band.

The same thing applies, though in varying degree, to 
every tower. Service ringers must first consider their 
duty to their church and see to it that the ringing is good.

(Continued on page 566.)
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If that is safeguarded they can meet the wishes of 
visitors. ^

Fortunately the spirit of brotherhood in the Exercise is 
so widespread that it is very rare that even the most 
exacting of visitors has any excuse to complain. Is there 
any other sport or anything else comparable to ringing in 
which a man can go into the society of persons totally 
unknown to him and expect them to welcome him and 
treat him as one of themselves? Yet the fact that a man 
is a ringer almost invariably ensures him a welcome in a 
strange tower.

This is one of the finest things in the Exercise and one 
which we should always prize and cherish. But do not 
let us forget that it is a privilege, not a right. Every 
time a man goes into a belfry not his own, and rings 
with the local men, he is receiving a kindness and. a 
courtesy at their hands. But the thing is so common 
that too often the courtesy is taken for granted and the 
kindness not acknowledged. Visitors, however, are not 
the only people who have rights. The local men have 
some, too, and it may not always suit them to put aside 
their own pbjects just because some stranger has a wish 
to ring a particular method.

The aim of Mr. Fletcher’s suggestion was to meet 
these difficulties and to ensure, as far as it is possible", 
that visitors should have the full benefit of all such facili
ties as are available in London steeples.*

HANDBELL PEAL.
CRAYFORD, KENT 

'  THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
• Oh Sunday, November 16, 1941, in Two Hours and lhitty Minutest

A t i o ,  K i n g ’ s  C l o s e ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R , 5024 C H A N G E S ;

E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  .............  1-2 ! G e o r g e  H. C ro ss  .............. 5-6
E r n e s t  C. S. T d r n e r  . . .  3-4 | ‘ E d w in  B a r n e t t ....................... i-S

Composed by G. L i n d o f f .  Conducted by G. H. C r o s s .
* First peal of Treble Bobv1 in hand.’

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

T H E  L A T E  MR. W.  W IL L SO N .
HIS ASSOCIATION WITH • THE BELLRINGER. ’

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—I very much regret to read of the death of my friend, 

Mr. William. Willson, who was a most untiring helper during our 
association in the publication of ‘ The Bellringer,’ which is now but a 
faint history.

I had not been able to keep in touch with him lately owing to 
pressure of business, and perhaps to my inactivities in ringing affairs. 
As co-editor of ‘ The Bellringer,’ Mr. Willson was most useful in his 
advice and spent much time in connection with the publication. His 
leaders were most interesting.

We had also some other good contributors; to name one or two : 
The Rev. A. T. Beeston, Samuel Slater and a lady who is famous for 
literature and some knowledge of bells.

I have not hitherto touched upon the whys and wherefores of the 
ceasing of the publication. Mr. Willson and I did our bfcst to con
tinue the good work, but there are many intricacies in connection 
with details for the ringing Press which are often times quite foreign 
to the ayerage. consumers of printer’s ink. Owing to this defect in 
our working we failed to meet smooth waters, and reluctantly had 
to call ‘ Stand.’ y

I would like to pay my deep respects to a departed friend and 
extend my deep sympathy to those nearest and dearest to him who 
are left in bereavement. W. C. HUNT.

Beeston, Notts.

I T A L I A N  A N D  G E R M A N  B E L L  BOOKS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I have in my possession a book on bells and bellringing 
(in Italian) by the famous Italian bellringer, Augusto Bonacini (Prate 
Albaro); also two or three German books on the same subject. It' 
there is any member of the Exercise who would be willing to translate 
portions of these books would they kindly communicate with

ERNEST MORRIS.
24, Coventry Street, Leicester."
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T H E  F I R S T  T R U E  P E A L .
THE CLAIMS OF NO R W ICH  AND LONDON.

During the last two and a half centuries something 
like one hundred thousand peals have been accomplished. 
Many of. them are famous and mark important stages .in 
the history of the art, but none is quite equal in interest 
to that which begins the series, the first true peal ever 
rung. When, however, we try to decide which perform
ance is entitled to the distinction we are faced with a 
problem to which there is no absolutely definite solution, 
though some reasonable conclusions can be reached.

W e know without any doubt whatever that on Au£:.*26th, 
1718, the Norwich Scholars rang at St. Peter Mancroft 
a true peal of Grandsire Triples. As evidence we have 
the contemporary peal board and we have the figures of 

,the composition. It has never been claimed that this was 
the first true peal, for there are accounts of earlier ones, 
but for them the evidence is not so conclusive, and we 
have to decide between rival claims.

About one hundred years ago Edward John Osborn in
vestigated the matter and decided that the oldest record 
on to. board is that of the Grandsire Bob Triples rung at 
Mancrdft on May 2nd, 1715, and the oldest record in 
writing is that in the peal book of the Union Scholars of 
a peal of Hick Triples^ rung at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-East, 
on September 12th, 1718. The first board put up in a Lon
don belfry was at St. Bride’s to record Grandsire Caters, 
by the London Scholars on January 11th, 1717. Norwich 

would therefore seem to have beaten London by two -years.
Jasper Snowdon agreed with Osborn. He mentioned 

that the College Youths in their rule book claimed to have 
rung Grandsire Triples at St. Sepulchre’s-by-Newgate in 
1689 or 1690; blit without definitely denying the claim he 
made it clear that he did not accept it, and the Exercise 
generally has followed, him and given the honour to Nor
wich.

Neither Osborn nor Snowdon is quite accurate in what 
he says. The Mancroft- board is indeed the oldest in 
existence. It is still in the belfry, and, though it has in 
more recent years been restored and repainted, it may be 
taken as sound contemporary evidence. But the entry in 
the Union Scholars’ book, though it records a perform
ance earlier than any in other books, was not written until 
many years later. The oldest written record of a peal is 
the first one in the Eastern Scholars’ book; but as James 
Albion, when he wrote up the Union Scholars’ records 
about 1750, evidently used earlier and contemporary 
manuscripts, the peal book, as we have it now, is good 
and sufficient authority. I may point out here that on 
one, rather important point Jasper Snowdon was led 
astray. He mentioned that John Holt’s name in the list 
of members, instead of being in ordinary old English 
characters like the others, is highly ornamented, and he 
concluded that Holt must have been thought a great ac
quisition to the society. But the list of names was not 
written until after Holt Had been several years with the 
company and made his reputation. When he joined in 
1745 he was a young and unknown manj and it was more 
than two years before he rang his first peal.

Jasper Snowdon was wrong when he said the College 
Youths claimed to have rung Grandsire Triples in 1689. 
If they had we could decide the matter, for we know that 
no true peal in that method had been composed so early. 
The claim was for Plain Bob Triples and, as we shall see

presently, it is by no means certain that there was no 
true peal they could have rung.

The peal of Grandsire Bob Triples at Mancroft in 1715 
is the earliest of which we have full particulars. As I said 
just now, the board still exists, and the definite cldim is 
made that it was the third whole peal the Norwich 
Scholars had rung, ‘ but the first whole peal that ever was 
rung to the truth by any ringers whatever.’ The admis
sion is made that there ‘had been other peals, but they 
all (it is asserted) were false, not through faulty ringing, 
but because, though the composition ‘ had been studied 
by the most acute ringers in England ever since triple 
changes were first rung,’ it was all to no effect, and ‘ now 
at last it’s found out to the truth by John Garthon.’

That is the claim, but the question still remains: W as 
Garthon’s peal itself true? W e do not know definitely, for 
the figures are lost, but I have given some close attention 
to j the matter, and I think we may be reasonably sure it 
was. I dealt fully with the problem in ‘ The Ringing 
World ’ of August 2nd, 1940.

I should very much like to know whether there are any 
references to Plain Bob Triples in W . D.- Crofts’ manu
script. Crofts was in some way'related to Garthon and 
inherited some of his papers on copies of them, including 
the Grandsire Triples rung in 1718. . If any of our Not
tingham friends could throw light on this matter I should 
be much obliged.

So much for the Norwich claim ̂  And now let us con
sider the College Youths claim to have rung Bob Triples 

-at St. Sepulchre’s twenty-five years earlier.^
The evidence depends entirely on the older of the two 

manuscript accounts destroyed or badly damaged in the 
air raid on London last December. This manuscript was 
printed in full in ‘ The Ringing World ’ of October 3rd 

.last, and I gave a full description of it. The essential 
part is the quotation made in 1796 by George Scarsbrook 
from the Oxford Ringers’ Register book, consisting of a 
short account of the College Youths written in 1738 by 
some man unknown but who was well acquainted with 
London ringers. The evidence is not contemporary, for it 
has been copied at least twice, but we may Safely say that 
we have the testimony of a man who wrote forty-eight 
years after the event that a peal of Bob Triples was rung 
at St. Sepulchre’s in 1690. Forty-eight years is a long 
time, so long that unless we can find some means of 
bridging it the evidence is robbed of most of its value.

A satisfactory bridge can, I think, be found in the per
son of John Sacheveral, who had joined the College 
Youths in the closing years of the seventeenth century 
•and held the office of steward in 1702. Thirty years later 
he was living at Cumnor, near Oxford, and he had re
tained his interest in bells and ringing to such an extent 
that he was then generally recognised as the greatest 
authority on the subject in the university town. When 
Dr. Shippen, the \Tic.e-Chancellor, had the idea of aug
menting the six bells at the University Church of St. 
Mary, he would do nothing until he had consulted 
Sacheveral, and because the latter merely sent a message 
and did not follow it up, the project failed. Sacheveral 
must havte known of the peal at St. Sepulchre’s if it had ' 
been rung, and' can hardly have failed to be acquainted 
with those who took part; and if, as is most likely, he 
directly or indirectly supplied the information on which 
the account of 1738 is based, then we have an unbroken 
chain of evidence reaching from the time the peal is stated 
to have been accomplished.

(C o n tin u e d  o v e rle a f.)
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But there are seripus difficulties to face. The first is 
this : if this peal was rung in 1690, how is it that all 
memory of it seems to have been lost in the Society of 
College Youths, and only came back to them as late as 
1796? ’ Benjamin Annable and his fellows evidently knew 
nothing of it, or if they had heard vague rumours did not 
believe them. When in 1731 Annable called a peal of 
Grandsire Caters at St. Sepulchre’s, it was booked as 
‘ the first that was rung in that steeple.’ This may only 
have meant the first of Grandsire Caters, but when In 1730 
the company rang 5,040 changes of Bob Triples at South
wark they definitely claimed it as ‘ the first that was per
formed in this method.’ There is also the fact that Peter 
Bradshaw, who was a leading College Youth in 1690, and 
who was one of those who acted for the society when they 
undertook to recast the ninth in 1695, was elected Master 
in 1,723, a little more than a year before Annable and his 
band rang their 5,060 of Grandsire Cinques. He prob
ably would have been in the 1690 peal, and in any case 
would have known the truth. How is it that he did not 
tell the others about it? Here probably is our greatest 
difficulty in believing the report* yet I do not think it is 
so great as appears at first sieht. There are unmis
takable signs that soon after 1720 the Society of College 
Youths went through a crisis not unlike that of just over 
a hundred years later. The older high-class members 
were dying out, and the society, as it had been for nearly 
a century, had practically come to an end. It easily 
might have lapsed altogether, but its existence was saved 
by the influx of a number of young men, quite different in 
type and social status to those who had gone before them. 
Between the old members and the new there was little 
sympathy or intercourse, and most probably there was a 
distinct break in tradition. In any case Annable and his 
fellows were concerned about .the present and were look
ing towards the future. They.knew little and cared less 
about what the society had done in the past. No books or 
manuscripts seem to have survived this crisis, beyond a 
bare list of the names of members. It is evident from 
Laughton’s manuscript that the aristocratic mernbers 
whose names appear in the list down to 1710 and later had 
ceased to take any active part long befor'e 1730. When 
we consider how little a young and active ringer to-day 
usually knows of what was done thirty or forty years ago, 
we need not wonder that Annable, who had no books or 
records to consult, was ignorant of the 1690 peal.

The next difficulty lies in the early date of the perform
ance. W e have no definite account of any peal having 
been rung before 1715, but from then onwards there is 
a steady succession of records. If the College Youths 
rang a peal in 1690, is it likely, we may ask, that so long 
a time as twenty-five years would have elapsed before the 
next? That argument rests on a misunderstanding. The 
Norwich peal in 1715 was not (as we have seen) claimed 
as the first rung. On the 1718 board in the same belfry 
it is stated that ‘ the extent of this peal, being 5,040 
changes, have oftentimes been rung with changes alike,’ 
and the ‘ Campanalogia ’ of 1702 distinctly states that 
before then peals of Grandsire Triples had been rung, but 

’ ‘ the only way that hath been practised is by making of a 
double change at the end of the half-peal ’ (given in the 
book), and repeating the calling. The result was a false 
five-thousand. Doleman, the author of the book, and 
John Patrick, who gave him assistance, both knew it was 
false, but many ringers did not know; and the peal was 
extensively rung throughout the country down to the time

that Holt’s peals appeared. The St. Sepulchre’s perform
ance, though the first, was not an isolated one, and its 
early date need not create any particular difficulty.

When we look for positive evidence there are several 
things which make the record seen likely. W e know 
that in 1690 the College Youths were practising at St. 
Sepulchre’s, for on two occasions they recast bells there 
at their own expense, and we have ample evidence that 
the art was advanced sufficiently to bring the extent of 
Triples within the ambition of a keen and skilful band. 
Peal ringing as a normal thing in a ringer’s career was 
still a long way ahead, but the men of 1690 might quite 
well Jiave attempted a five-thousand in the same’ spirit as 
a band to-day might attempt a fifteen-thousand.

The fact that the exact date of the performance and the 
time taken are given spems to lend corroboration, though 
too much should not be made of that. Yet if the time had 
been a guess of a later man he would hardly have put it 
at three hours and three-quarters. Annable’s band took 
three and a half hours to ring Caters on the same bells, 
and probably would have rung Triples in a quarter of an 
hour less time. But in older times the bells were rung 
with two or more men to each of the big bells, and were 
rung right up. The time given may easily be correct.

Finally, there is the question : W as the peal a true 
one? That we cannot say, and so far the Norwich claim 
must stand. But there is, a composition which the Col
lege Youths might quite well have rung and which,’ with 
some hesitation, I am of the opinion they did ring. It is 
true. At the beginning of his manuscript book now in the 
British Museum, Benjamin Annable copied out a peal 
on seven bells which he calls Restoration Triples. It is 
quite different in style to anything else in the book, and 
is on a plan which was obsolete before Annable began to 
ring. Its name shows that it dates from as far back as 
the reign of Charles II., and Annable, who was nothing 
if not up to date, would hardly have attached any im
portance to it unless it had been in some way or other, a 
traditional composition w hich he had got from the older 
College Youths.

The plan of the peal is a very simple and effective one. 
Throughout the bells rung full courses of Plain Bob 
Triples. There are no bobs or singles, but the courses 
are joined together in this way: At the first course-end, 

instead of the bells running round the second 
243657 and fourth lie still, the others plain hunting. At 
246375 the second course-end the second and sixth lie
----------- still; at the third the second and seventh; and
26473a so on, until the fifth course-end where,, if the 
267453 second and third only lay still, the bells would
----------  run round. Instead 2,3,5 lie still and a dodge
276543 is made. The whole is then repeated three times 
275634 until at the twentieth course-end 2,3,4 ,6 lie still.
----------  That produces 234675, the first .part-end of a
257364 t)iree-part jjeal.
253746 It is the plan of the old Plain Changes. The
----------- treble is the whole hiAit, the second the half-
235476 hunt, the third the quarter-hunt, ai.d the fourth 
235746 the half-quarter hunt. The second rings Plain 

Bob Triples undisturbed throughout.
This composition I am very much inclined to believe is 

the one rung by the College Youths at St. Sepulchre’s on 
January 7th, 1690, and if so they have the credit of ring
ing the first true peal. But no definite conclusion is 
possible. *
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B t L L S  A F T E R  T H E  W A R .
U N I T E D  F R O N T  N E E D E U  

To th e E ditor.
S ir ,— Y o u r  co rresp o n d en t, ‘ PJain H u n t,’ e v id e n tly  d oesn ’t  lik e  p la in  

sp e a k in g , b u t  I  w a rn  h im  th a t  th is  is no tim e  fo r  h a lf-h e a rte d n e ss , 
sm oo th , w ord s or a p p e a se m e n t. In  v e r y  m a n y  w a y s  th is  m a tte r  can 
b e  p a ra lle le d  w ith  th e  n a tio n a l s itu a tio n  fo r  w h ich  w e  a r e  a t  w a r—  
d efin ite  issu es a re  a t  s ta k e . T h e  * en e m y  * h as th ro w n  o u t a  d ir e c t  
c h a lle n g e  or * d e c la re d  open  w a r  ’ on th e  fu tu r e  expa n sion  o f  th e  a r t ;  
in fa c t ,  w e  ca n  s a y  it s  fu tu r e  s e c u r ity  in  som e p la c e s ; th e re fo re , w e 
n eed  th e  n e ce ssa ry  m a te r ia l to  m e e t h im . T h a n k s  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  
W o rld  ’ t h a t  th is  is  m a d e  p ossib le . W h e n  y o u r  co rresp en d en t says, 
‘ T h e  a r g u m e n ts  seem  to  b e  le a d in g  u s n o w h e re .’ I f  h e  w ill look 
th ro u g h  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  K e n t  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  m e e tin g  a t  .C h isle
h u rst, p u b lish ed  in  y o u r  issue o f  N o vem b er 14th , a n d  fo llo w  th e  le t te r  
o f M r. F . E . P itm a n  a s  w e ll a s  th o se  o f  o th e r  co rresp o n d en ts besides 
m yse lf, h e  w ill see d iffe re n t— in d eed , w h a t  is  th e  p u rp o se  o f his ow n 
le i te r  i f  i t  is  n o t  to  s t ir  p u b lic  o p in io n ?

‘ P la in  H unt. ’ sa y s  ‘ he b e lie ve s  “  A n t i-S ile n t  ”  b e g a n  th is  d is
cu ssion  a n d  h e  o u g h t n o t to  be so a n n o y e d , a s  he a p p a r e n t ly  is w ith  
th o se  w h o  d isa g re e  w ith  h im .' I  w ill re m in d  y o u r  co rresp o n d en t th a t  
w e a r e  n o t d e a lin g  w ith  a n y  ‘ h im s,’ w e  a r e  d e a lin g  w ith  fu n d a m e n ta ls  
a b o u t w h ich  th e re  m u st b e  u n iv e rsa l a g re e m e n t i f  th e  f r a te r n it y  is 
to  w in  th ro u g h  th is  u t i lit a r ia n  ra m p  a n d  nonsense. I t  is  in sufficien t 
to  co n clu d e  b y  sa y in g , ‘ I  th an k. M r. So  a n d  S o  fo r  b r in g in g  th is  
m a tte r  to  th e  n o tice  o f  th e  E x e rc ise ,’ a n d  p e rh a p s  le t t in g  our case 
r e s t  th e r e ;  o r  b y  a n  odd asso cia tio n  re g is te r in g  r e g r e t  a n d  d isa p p ro v a l 
w ith  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  th is  ra m p  or p o lic y ;  b y  a n  o cca sio n a l le t te r  to  
th e  P re ss , M em b ers o f  P a r lia m e n t or even  th e  P r im a te ;  b y  r e g is te r 
in g  r e g r e t  fro m  ju s t  a  e a m p a n o lo g ic a l p o in t o f  v ie w . W e  m u st tigh t 
th e  ‘ en em y ’ in  te rm s t h a t  he w ifi b e st u n d e rsta n d  w ith  th e  ‘ sw ord  
o f th e  s p ir it , ’ h o ld in g  h im  a t  b a y  w ith  th e  p re s e n t-a a y  sp ir itu a l v a lu e  
o f  th e  b e lls  as w e ll as  th e  so cia l, as ex p la in e d  in  m y p re v io u s  le tte rs .

T h e  ‘ e n e m y ’ ca n  ta lk , r ig id  econ om y, u ti lita r ia n is m , la c k  o f  fin ance 
o r  w h a te v e r  e lse h e  lik e s— a ll th e se  a r e  b u t e a r th ly  th in g s  or reason s 
a g a in s t  th e  e rectio n  o f fu r th e r  4 w a y s id e  p u lp its  * (as  w e  r in g e rs  o ften  
ca ll o u r  b e lfries) in  th e  n e w ly -co n stru c te d  a r e a s  w h ich  a re  b ou n d  to  
s p r in g  u p  a f t e r  th e  w a r. ‘ L e t  no m an  d ece ive  y o u  w ith  v a in  w o rd s; 
bo  y e  n o t p a r t a k e r s  w ith  th e m ,’ w e  a r e  to ld . W it h  th e se  w o rd s o f 
h o ly  w r it  r in g in g  in  o u r  e a rs, o u r c^se m u st b e  fo r  e v e r  k e p t  in  th e  
fr o n t  lin e . T h e r e  ca n  b e  no ‘ p u tt in g  u p  th e  s h u tte r s ,’ ‘ 110 s la c k in g ,’

# ‘ no a p p e a se m e n t.’ L ik e  o u r Drave R u ssia n  A llie s , w e  m u st b e  fo r 
e v e r  b r in g in g  th e  ‘ en em y * to grip#, n o t o n ly  a t  asso cia tion  m eetin g s , 
b u t  w h e re v e r  e lse he m a y  b e  fo u n d .

T h e re  a r e  m a n y  a m o n g  u s w h o  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  g iv in g  a ta lk  or 
la n te r n  le c tu r e  in  a i$  o f  th e  R e d  C ross, S t .  J o h n  A m b u la n c e  B r ig a d e ,

p a rc e ls  fo r  p rison ers o f  w a r , r e l ie f  a m o n g  th o se  re n d e re d  hom eless 
oy a ir  ra id s , th e  w o rk  o f  th e  B r it is h  a n d  F o re ig n  B ib le  S o c ie ty , P o lic e  
C o u r t  M issions, P riso n e rs ’ A id  S o c ie ty  a n d  a la r g e  n u m b er o f  o th e r  
fu n d s  on e cou ld  th in k  o f. H o w  m a n y  am o n g  us h a v e  th o u g h t o f 
b r in g in g  th e  ‘ en em y ’ to  g r ip s  in  th is  w a y  ? I  s a y  i t  w ith o u t fe a r  o f 
co n tra d ic tio n — t h a t  now  is  th e  t im e . L e t  i t  n eve r b e  sa id  o f  a n y  on e 
o f  u s  t h a t  w e  w ere  ‘ too  l a t e ’  ̂ In  a ca u se  so v a lu a b le  as lh e  m a in 
te n a n ce  o f  a n d  ere c tio n  o f o u r  ‘ w a y s id e  p u lp its  ’ a n d  th e  b r in g in g  o f  
m a n y  a y o u n g  man- or w o m an  b y  th e  fa sc in a tio n  o f  ca m p a n o lo g y  in to  
th e  C h u rc h , th e re  ca n  b e  no room  fo r  ‘ Q u is lin g s  ’— a n d  th is  is  th e  
tr u e  d e scrip tio n  o f  th ese  p eop le , w h e th e r  * P la in  H u n t ’ lik e s  i t  or 
n ot, e ith e r  am o n g  o u r ow n ra n k s  o r  th o se  o f  th e  e c c le s ia s tic a l a u th o r i
tie s. U n ite d  w e  s ta n d , d iv id e d  w e  fa l l .  W h e re  th in g s  a re  r ig h t  
in te r n a lly  a  g r e a t  w o rk  is s t i l l  b e in g  done, d e sp ite  a l l th e  d ifficu lties. 
W h e re  th e r e  is  d isu n ity  a n d  w ro n g  le a d e rsh ip , w h e re  m on ey  is  p u l  
b e fo re  a ll else, w e can  e x p e c t to  find th in g s  go  dow n.

In  con clu sion , I  m u st s a y  t h a t  w h a t  is w a n te d  to -d a y  is  th e  sp ir it  
o f  t h a t  w o r th y  b u lw a rk  w ho h a s  ju s t  p assed  fro m  o u r ra n k s , ‘ H e 
w a s  no re s p e c te r  o f p erson s,’ w e  a r e  to ld , * a n d  w a s  lo o k ed  u p on  by 
som e as  a  s to rm y  p e tre l in  r in g in g  p o litics. H e w a s  a d o u g h ty  fig h te r  
w ho co u ld  t a k e  h a rd  k n o ck s a s  w e ll as  g iv e  th e m , an d  w h en  he en 
te r e d  a  c o n tro v e rsy  th e  sp a rk s  u s u a lly  b e g a n  to f ly .’ O h, i f  th e re  
w e re  o n ly  m ore a m o n g  th e  E x erc ise  to -d a y  o f  t h a t  ty p e !  A r e  th e y  
in  th e  end re sp e c te d ?  Y e s !  as w a s  sa id  o f  a n o th e r  o n ly  a  w e e k  or 
tw o  a g o , ‘ th e  m o re  he opp osed  m e, th e  m ore  I  le a rn e d  to  lik e  h im ! ’ 
W h a t  b e t te r  p ro o f do w e w a n t?  A r e  n o t m a n v  o f th o se  sp o k en  o f 
in th e  B ib le  m en  o f  th is  t y p e ?  I  supp ose I  sh a ll h a v e  m y  op p on en ts 
te l l  m e— b u t th e y  n e v e r  c a lle d  p eop le ‘ Q u is lin g s  *! H o w  o fte n  did 
o u r  L o r d  sa y , ‘ T h o u  h y p o c rite  ? P e rh a p s  som e o f m y op p on en ts 
w ill te l l  m e w h a t  is th e  d ifferen ce . * ‘ A N T I - S I L E N T .’

T H E  L I G H T E S T  R IN G  OF B E L L S .
To th e E ditor.

S ir ,— -F airfield  C h u rch  w a s  p u lle d  dow n a n d  re b u ilt  in  1913, a n d  as 
I  w as a  r e g u la r  a t te n d a n t  th e re  a t  t h a t  tim e  I  w a s  a sk ed  b y  th e  
la t e  V ic a r  to  le a r n  to  r in g  one o f  th e se  th re e  lig h t  b e lls . T h e  te n o r 
is  3 c w t. 1 1  lb . B e fo r e  I  coulcj m a n a g e  on e o f  th em  I  w a s  in v ite d  
to  r in g  a t  o th e r  ch u rch es, a n d  soon I  w a s  m ad e h on. s e c r e ta r y  an d  
tr e a s u re r  o f  th e  R o m n ey  M a rsh  and D is tr ic t  G u ild , w h ic h  office I  held  
fo r  10 y e a rs . I  w a s o fte n  a sk ed  th e  w e ig h t, so I  w r o te  to  th e  b ell 
fo u n d ry .

I  ca n n o t te l l  ‘ E n q u ire r  ’ a n y  m ore a b o u t F a irfie ld  C h u rch , b u t  i f  
he ca re s  to  fin d  m e in  A p p le a o re  I  w ill ta k e  h im  to  F a ir fie ld  and  
h e lp  h im  to  h a v e  a m e a su re  u p , b u t  he h ad  b e t te r  com e b e fo re  w e 
g e t  th e  h e a v y  ra in s , a s  th e  ch u rch  is o fte n  su rro u n d ed  w ith  w a te r  in 
th e  w in te r  a n d  l i f  m ig h t w a n t  h is  w a d ers . H . B A L C O M B .

H ig h  S tr e e t , A p p le d o re .

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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> B E L F R Y  G O SSIP.
W ill ‘ C o lle g e  Y o u th ,’ o f  B a th , S o m erset, w ho h a s  s e n t us a  le tte r  

co m p la in in g  o f o u r  r e p o r t  o f th e  s ile n t H o lt ’ s O r ig in a l ru n g  on 
N o v e m b e r 8th , b e  k in d  en o u gh  to  sen d  u s h is  n am e, w h ic h  w a s  o m itte d  
from , his le t te r .

W e  u n d e rsta n d  th a t  o w in g  to  sp ecia l a l l- d a y  in tercessio n  services 
in  L e a th e rh e a d  C h u rc h  to -m orrow  (S a tu r d a y )  t h e r e 'w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be 
no r in g in g  u n til a f t e r  th e  te a . M r. A . H . S m ith  te l ls  u s  t h a t  o w in g  
to  th e  a b se n c e  o f  th e  V ic a r , h e  d id  h o t  k n o w  o f  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t 
u n ti l  i t  w a s  too la te  to  p o stp o n e  th e  m e e tin g . A f t e r  te a  a l l w ill be 
c le a r  a n d  th e r e  sh ou ld  b e  a  m oon.

A l l  co rresp o n d en ce  re g a r d in g  m a tte rs  co n cern in g  th e  Ir ish  A ssocia-, 
, tio n  sh ou ld  be d ire c te d  to  M r. F . E . D u k es, th e  a s s is ta n t s e c r e ta r y , 

23, S k re e n  R o a d , C o b ra , D u b lin , p e n d in g  th e  e lectio n  o f a  successor 
to  th e  la te  M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff. '  9

In  con n ection  w ith  th e  p e a l o f K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  ru n g  fo r  the 
K e n t  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  a t  C r a y fo r d  la s t  S u n d a y  w eek , i t  is  in terest*  
in g  to  n o te  t h a t  th e  p re v io u s  p e a l in  th e  m eth o d  ‘ in  h a n d  ’ fo r  th e  
asso cia tion  w a s  c a lle d  b y  th e  la te  M r. A lfr e d  G rim e s  28 y e a r s  ag o .

T h e  n a m e  o f  A lfr e d  G rim e s is n o t so w e ll k n o w n , p e rh a p s, to  rin g e rs  
o f  to -d a y , u n less th e ir  r in g in g  m em o ries  g o  b a c k  to  th e  d a y s  b efo re  
th e  la s t  w a r . A l f  G rim es, fo r  a  p erio d , seem ed  to  sp en d  n e a r ly  all 
h is  tim e  in  p e a l r in g in g , a n d  is th e  o n ly  m an  w ho e v e r  r a n g  250 p ea ls  
in  th e  sp a ce  o f tw o  y e a rs . T h is  lie  d id  b e tw e e n  J a n u a r y  1st, 1912', 
a n d  D e ce m b e r 3 1st, 1913. In  th e  firs t  y e a r  he r a n g  114  /&nd in  t h e . 
secon d  136. /

A t  th e  tim e  he wras l iv in g  a t  H a g g e r s to n , L o n d o n , a n d  ra n g  p eals  
a t  th e  w eek -en d s w ith  th e  P y e  b a n d  # n d  in  th e  m id -w eek a t  W a te rlo o  
R o a d , w ith  lo ts  o f h a n d b e ll p e a ls  a n d  odd to w e r-b e ll p e a ls  sp rin k led  
a m o n g  th e  re s t, to  s a y  n o th in g  o f th e  su n d ry  ‘ to u rs  \  d u rin g  th e  
a u tu m n . A n  a v e r a g e  o f n e a r ly  five  p e a ls  a  fo r tn ig h t  k e p t  u p  o ver 
tw o  w h o le  y e a r s  w a s  a n  a m a z in g  p e rfo rm a itc e .

L t .-C o l 0 . F . J e rra m , R .M ., C .M .G ., now  o f  H e lsto n , C o rn w a ll, is 
a m e m b e r o f th e  fa m ily  w litf w ere  fo r  th re e  g e n e ra tio n s  V ic a r s  o f 
C h o b lia m , S u r r e y , a n d  p la y e d  a le a d in g  p a r t  in  th e  life  o f  th e  v illa g e  
r e fe rr e d  to  in  o u r issue o f N o v e m b e r 7th .

O n N o v e m b e r 23rd, 1775, th e  firs t p e a l on th e  fam o u s tw e lv e  b ells 
a t  S t . P e t e r  J Ia n c ro ft, N o rw ich , w a s  ru n g . T h e  m eth o d  w a s  G ra u d - 
sire  C in q u es.

O n th e  sam e d a te  in  1732 th e  C it y  S c h o la rs  ra n g  6,012 G ra n d sire  
C a te rs  a t  S t . G ile s ’ , C r ip p le g a te . I t  w a s  th e  lo n g est le n g th  in  th e  
m eth o d  a t  th e  tim e .

T h e  firs t p e a l o f  O x fo rd  T r e b le  B o b  M a xim u s on h a n d b e lls  w a s ru n g  
a t  Sh effie ld  on N o vem b er 24lh , 18 l6 ; an d  on N o ve m b e r 24th, 1843, th e  
N o rw ich  S c h o la rs  r a n g  S te d m a n  C a te r s  a t  S t . A n d re w ’ s in t h a t  c ity .

-  A  v e ry  fin e h e a v y  b e ll f e a t  w a s p e rfo r m e d  b y  P h ile m o n  M a in w a rin g  
on N o v e m b e r 25th, 1737, w h e n  h e  tu r n e d  th e  28 c w t. te n o r  a t  West- 
H a m  in  to  15,120 ch a n g e s  o f B o b  M a jo r .

T h e  U n io n  S o c ie ty  o f S lire w s b u ry  r a n g  6,006 G ra n d sire  C in q u es on 
th e  o ld  tw e lv e  a t  S t . C h a d ’s on N o v e m b e r 25th, 1799, a n d  on N o vem b er 
26th, 17Q£, th e y  r a n g  5,040 B o b  M a jo r  a t  S t .  M a r y ’s.

T h e  L o n d o n  S c h o la rs  r a n g  6,204 G ra n d sir e  C in q u es  a t  S t . M ic h a e l’s, 
C o rn h ill, on N o ve m b e r 27th , 1729.

O ne h u n d red  a n d  tw e lv e  y e a rs  a g o  th e  firs t p e a l w a s  ru n g  a t  S i. 
J a ln e s ’ , B erm o n d sey .

W illia m  D o u b le d a y  C r o fts  d ie d  on N o ve m b e r 29th , 1809.
A n  e a r ly  p eal o f G ra n d s ir e  T r ip le s  w a s  ru n g  a t  W y e  in  K e n t  on 

N o ve m b e r 30tli, 1738. ,
F i f t y  y e a r s  a g o  to -d a y  14  p ea ls  wTere  ru n g . T h e y  con sisted  of 

G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  5, O x fo rd  B o b  T r ip le s  1 , S te d m a n  T r ip le s  2, B o b  
M a jo r  1 , K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  3, C a m b r id g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  1, 
an d  M in o r 1.

A  L A N C A S H I R E  V E T E R A N .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S i* ,— Joh n  H a rriso n , A sh to n ’s o ld e st r in g e r , i f  sp a re d  to  th e  
28th, w ill a t ta in  h is 90th b ir th d a y . B o rn  a t  C h e lfo rd  in  1851, he first 
learne*d to  p u ll a  b e ll a t  M a rp le , in  C h esh ire , a n d  sco red  h is  firs t p eal 
a t  S t .  P e t e r ’s, A sh to n , in  1886, an d  his la s t  a t  th e  a g e  o f  79 a t  M ossley 
in  1930. S in ce  th e n  his lo n g e st le n g th  w a s  81 le a d s  o f  B o b  M a jo r  on 
his 8 1st b ir th d a y .

I  sa w  h im  re c e n tly  a n d  lie  fe e ls  h e  co u ld  s till r in g  a  500. M r. 
H a rr iso n  m e t w ith  an  a c c id e n t a n d  b ro k e  se v e r a l r ib s  sh o r tly  a fte r  
h is  8 1st b ir th d a y . H e r a n g  u p  to  th e  b a n  on  rin g in g .

I h a v e  r e a d  w ith  i t t e r e s t  (sad  th o u g h ) o f  th e  lis t  o f  lo s t London 
churches. P e rh a p s  a t  som e tim e  yo u  m a y  b e  a b le  to  give* th e  d a tes  
w h en  th e  ch u rch es w ith  d e stro y e d  b ells  m e t th e ir  fa t e .

W . W . W O L S T E N C R O F T .
103, V ic to r ia  R o a d , A sh to n -u n d er-L y n e.

D E A T H  O F  M R . J W . S H A R P .
C A P T A I N  O F  T O W C E S T E R  B A N D .

R in g iu g  in th e  T o w c e ste r  d is tr ic t  h as su sta in e d  a  loss b y  th e  d ea lh  
o f  M r. J .  W . S h a rp , th e  le a d e r  a t  th e  P a r is h  C h u rc h .

At-» th e  fu n e ra l, w h ich  to o k  p la c e  on N o v e m b e r 1 1 th , M essrs. C. 
Joh n son , J .  G a r lie k , V .  B u r t  a n d  A . Joh n son  a c te d  a* b e a re rs , and 
th e  o th e r  r in g e rs  p r e s e n t in c lu d e d  th e  R e v . H . S . V in n in g  an d  M essrs >
E . C . L a m b e rt, G '  M a n sfie ld  a n d  A . M an sfield . A m o n g  th e  largp  
n u m b e r o f  w r e a th s  w e r e  o n e  fro m  th e  G re e n ’ s N o rto n  r in g e rs  and 
one fro m  th e  T o w c e ste r  b a u d . M r. S h a r p  h a d  done a  lo t  o f  te a ch in g  
in th e  d is tr ic t  a n d  h a d  ru n g  se v e r a l p ea ls .
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V IS IT O R S  T O  L O N D O N .
B I N G I N G  F A C I L I T I E S .

To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— I t  w a s  c e r ta in ly  m ost e n c o u ra g in g  to  r e a d  th e  a c co u n t 

o f  th e  A n c ie n t  S o c ie ty ’s  v e r y  su ccessfu l a n n iv e rs a ry  m e e tin g , a n d  no 
d o u b t m a n y  p ro v in c ia l m em b ers lik e  m y s e lf  f e e l . g r a te fu l  to  those 

.  w h o  a r e  c a r r y in g  on  th e  so c ie ty ’ s a ffa irs  so w e ll a n d  a r e  th u s  m ore 
co n fid en t o f  th e  fu tu r e  o f  ch u rch  b e ll r in g in g .

T h e  speech es w e re  e x c e lle n t a n d  c o n stru ctiv e , b u t  I  f e l t 'n o t  a li t t le  
d is tu r b e d  a t  one su g g e stio n  m a d e  b y  M r. F le tc h e r  t h a t  a n  o rg a n is a 
tio n  sh ou ld  b e  s e t  u p  jn  L o n d o n  so t h a t  a  v is itin g  r in g e r  co u ld  Ge se n t 
‘ to  a  to w e r  w h e re  h e  w ill g e t  th e  ty p e  o f r in g in g  to  w h ic h  he lias 
b een  u se d :’ N o w  sir , I  su b m it t h a t  th is  w ill n o t do a t  a l l ;  i t  sm acks 
o f  ‘ r in g in g  sn o b o e ry  ’ a n d  seem s to  m o to  b e  a  b lo w  a t  in d iv id u a l 
p rog ress, a n d  i f  in d iv id u a l p ro g re ss  b e  h a m p e re d  th e n  tliQ E x erc ise  in  
g e n e ra l m u st su ffer.

W h e n  I  en te re d  m y  to w e r to  le a rn  to  r in g  th e  b a n d  in d u lg e d  m  
v n o th in g  b u t  T r ip le s  a n d  h a d  su ch  a n  o rg a n is a tio n  as  s u g g e s te d  b y  

M r. F le tc h e r  ex iste d  in  th e  o th e r  d is tr ic ts  ro u n d  a b o u t I  sh o u ld  n eve r 
h a v e  r u n g  a n y th in g  b u t T rip le s . S im ila r ly  i t  is  e a s y  to  v isu a lise  a 
s ix -b e ll r in g e r  b e in g  a  six -b ell r in g e r  a l l  h is life , i t  b e in g  ‘ th e  ty p e  
o f  r in g in g  to  w h ic h  he h a s  b een  used.*

T h e  v is ito r  to  L o n d o n ’s to w e rs  g e n e r a lly  go es  w ith  a  specific  o b je c t  
in  v iew , b e  i t  to  g e t  a  a*ing on  a  c e rta in  p e a l o r  to  p r a c t is e  a n q th e r 
m e th o d , an d , r ig h t ly , I  th in k , h e  lo o k s fo r  a  w elco m e a n d  assistan ce  
fro m  th e  re s id e n t r in g e rs .

T h e  o rg a n isa tio n  su g g e ste d  w o u ld  b e  a  d a n g e ro u s  on e, i t  is  e a sy  to 
im a g in e  th e  re su lt— a ll th e  c r a c k  r in g e rs  e n jo y in g  th e m se lv e s  in  one 
to w e r a n d  a l l  th e  le a rn e rs  b a n g in g  a b o u t in  a n o th er.

I f  a  r in g e r  g o e s  to  S t . P a u l ’s  on  a  p r a c tic e  n ig h t  I  su b m it t h a t  he 
sh o u ld  b e  g iv e n  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r in g , t h a t  is  w h a t  h e  n as go n e  fo r  

v a n d  th e  officers th e r e  sh ou ld  assum e he is  co m p e te n t to  r in jj u n til 
i t  is  obviou s he is  n o t. M y  exp erien ce , in  a  to w e r w h ic h  in  th e  p a s t 
y e a r  o r  tw o  h a s  a t tr a c t e d  h u n d red s  o f  v is ito rs , h a s  been  t h a t  w ith  
ta c t fu l  com m onsense p re v a ilin g  th e  r in g in g  o f a ll m eth o d s ca n  b e  
k e p t  a t  a  v e ry  d e ce n t le v e l a n d  a l l  v is ito rs  a llo w e d  an  o p p o r tu n ity  
a c co rd in g  to  a n d  so m etim es a  l i t t le  a b o v e  th e ir  ca p a b ilitie s .

I  tr u s t  n o th in g  w ill b e  done in  L o n d o n  to w n  to  h a m p e r  th e  n o vice  
a f t e r  th e  w a r , fo r  w e  s h a ll b e  g la d  o f a l l th e  r e c ru its  w e  ca n  m u ste r.

116 , A lm a  R e a d , B o u rn e m o u th . A R T H U R  V . D A V I S .

D E A T H  OF MR. J. M A R T I N .
A  L I V E R P O O L  L E A D E R . •

B y  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. J a m e s  M a rtin , L iv e rp o o l h a s  su sta in e d  a v e r y  
/ r e g r e t ta b le  loss. H e d ied  in  h o sp ita l a f t e r  a  fo r tn ig h t ’ s illn ess on  

N o v e m b e r  13 th  a t  th e  a g e  o f 75 y e a rs . M r. M a r t in  w a s  born  in  th e  
v illa g e  o f  M u c k leto n , n e a r  N o rto n -in -H a les , S ta ffo rd sh ire , a n d  th e re  
le a r n t  to  p u ll a  b e ll. H e  w e n t to  L iv e rp o o l in  1888, th e n  jo in e d  th e  
L a n c a sh ire  A sso cia tio n , a n d  w h en  h e  d ied  th e  asso cia tio n  lo s t one o f 
its  m ost a b le  a n d  c a p a b le  m em b ers.

In  th e  y e a r s  1919 a n d  1920 M r. M a r tin  w a s  v ice -p re s id e n t o f  th e  
L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n . J le  Was also  b e ll a d v is e r  to  th e  L iv e rp o o l 
b ra n ch .

F o r  m a n y  y e a rs  M r. M a rtin  w a s  th e  m a in s ta y  o f th e  r in g in g  a t  
S t .  M a r y ’s, W a lto n -o n -th e -H ill, th e  b e lls  o f  w h ich  h a v e  n o w  b een  
d e stro y e d  b y  en em y a ir  ra id s . A m o n g  th e  m a n y  fin e  a c h iev em en ts  
in  w h ic h ,h e  to o k  p a r t  a t  W a lto n  w a s  a 5,040 in  seven  S u rp rise  M in o r 
m eth o d s, n on-cond u cted , in  1913.

A f t e r  th e  la s t  w a r  M r. M a rtin  jo in e d  S t . N ic h o la s ’ , L iv e rp o o l, 
co m p a n y, a n d  r a n g  in  m a n y  n o ta b le  p e rfo r m a n c e s . H e  w a s  one o f  
th e  b a n d  t h a t  ra n g  in  p ea ls  o£ C a m b r id g e  S u r p rise  M in o r, M a jo r, 
R o y a l a n d  M a xim u s in  th e  sam e to w e r.

M r. M a rtin  com posed  m a n y  p e a ls  in  a  v a r ie t y  o f  m eth o d s a n d  also  
co n d u c ted  a  la r g e  n u m b er, in c lu d in g  a  p e a l o f  S te d m a n  C a te r s  a t  S t. 
N ic h o la s ’ , w h ic h  w a s  th e  firs t  b y  a l l th e  b a n d , th e  firs t  p eal o f  D o u b le  
N o rw ich  b y  th e  L ive rp o o l B r a n c h  o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso cia tio n , an d  
th e  f irs t  p e a l o f  S u p e r la t iv e  S u r p r is e  b y  t h a t  b ra n ch . T h e  D o u b le  
N o rw ic h  w as a t  P o r t  S u n lig h t in  1906 a n d  th e  S u p e r la t iv e  a t  B e b in g - 
to n  in  1914. M r. M a rtin  r a n g  13 9  p e a ls  fo r  th e  L a n c a s h ire  A sso ciation  
a n d  h a d  ru n g  v e r y  m a n y  fo r  th e  C h e s te r  D io ce sa n  G u ild .

In  h is  la te r  y e a rs  he r a n g  a t  C h r is t  C h u rc h , B o o tle , w h e re  h e  a n d  
his co m p a n y m ad e th e  m ost o f  th e ir  s ix  b ells .

M r. M a rtin  w ill b e  g r e a t ly  m issed. H e  w a s  a n  e x ce lle n t r in g e r  on 
a ll n u m b ers o f  b ells , a  g r e a t  te a c h e r  a n d  fr ie n d  to  a l l y o u n g  i*ingers, 
an d  w a s  a lw a y s  p leased  to  h e lp  th e m . H e  w a s  la id  to  re s t in  B o o tle  
C e m e te r y  on  N o v e m b e r 1 7 th , a n d  a m o n ^  th e  m a n y  flo ra l tr ib u te s  
w e r e  w r e a th s  fro m  h is  fe llo w -rin g e rs  a t  B o o tle  a n d  h is  fo rm e r co l
le a g u e s  o f  S t . N ic h o la s ’ . T h e  d e e p e st s y m p a th y  is  e x ten d ed  t o  his 
fa m ily  in th e ir  sa d  b e re a v e m e n t.

A  L I G H T  R I N G  A T  D U B L I N ?
To th e E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— In  re p lv  to  th e  le t te r  o f ‘ E n q u ire r  ’ in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  
W o rld  ’ o f  O cto b er 3 l s t  aVxrnt a  lig h t  p e a l o f te n  in  a p r iv a te  house 
in D u b lin , m y  fa t h e r  tr ie d  to  fin d  o u t  a b o u t th e m  w h e n  h e  firs t  ca m e 
to  D u b lin  in  1897, b u t  h e  co u ld  fin d  no tr a c e . H e even  a d v e rt is e d  in  
th e  n ew sp ap ers, b u t  w ith  no success.

W h e th e r  th e y  e v e r  d id  e x is t w e  do n o t k n o w .
G E O R G E  G . L I X D O F F .

90, .E lford  T e rr a c e , D u b lin .

T H E  L A T E  M R . G A B R I E L  L I N D O F F .
A  F R I E N D S H I P  O F  O V E R  F I F T Y  Y E A R S .

A s  a  v e r y  o ld  fr ie n d  o f M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff— o u r fr ie n d sh ip  e x ten d ed  
w e ll o ver f i f t y  y e a rs — I  w o u ld  lik e  to  a d d  a fe w  w o rd s to  y o u r  le a d in g  
a r t ic le  a n d  o th e r  a p p re c ia tio n s  in y o u r  la s t  issue.

A s  M r. C o les  re m a rk s , M r. L in d o ff w a s  li t t le  k n o w n  to  m a n y  p resent- 
d a y  r in g e rs , b u t  I  f irs t  m e t G a b r ie l L in d o ff w h en  he w a s  s ta tio n e d  a t  
A ld e rs h o t, s e rv in g  in  th e  R o y a l E n g in e e rs , in  th e  la te  e ig h tie s  o f  
la s t  c e n tu ry . In  th o se  d a y s  he v is ite d  G e o rg e  H . B a r n e tt , o f  F a rn - 
h am , S u r re y , an d  th ro u g h  h im  w e  ra n g  a  p e a l o f  G ra n d sire  T rip les, 
to g e th e r  a t  F a r n h a m  on N o v e m b e r 8th , 1888, w ith  th e  lo c a l b a n d  o f 
t h a t  tim e. T h o se  w e re  h a p p y  lim e s  fo r  r in g e rs  v is it in g  F a r n h a m , an d  
t h e y  w e r e  m ad e so b y  th e  w elcom e a lw a y s  g iv e n  to  th e m  b y  M r . 
B a r n e tt , w h o se  e a r ly  d e a th  w a s  a g r e a t  b low  to  th e  W in c h e ste r  G u ild  
a n d  to  F a r n h a m  to w e r in  p a r t ic u la r .

Som e y e a rs  e la p sed  b e fo re  I  a g a in  m e t G a b rie l L in d o ff, fo r  I  
m ig r a te d  to  B r ig h to n  in  1889, b u t  w e n e v e r  lo s t to u c h  in  co rresp o n d 
en ce. In  1899 L in d o ff a n d  W . H . B a r b e r  ca m e to  B r ig h to n  on  h o lid a y . 
G a b r ie l w a s fu ll  o f h is  p e rso n a l ch a rm  as  d escrib ed  b y  on e o f  y o u r  
cp rresp on d en ts. W e  r a n g  th re e  p e a ls  d u rin g  th e ir  sh o rt s ta y , v iz ., 
S te d m a n  T r ip le s  a t  U ck n e ld  o n  on e d a y  a n d  S u p e r la tiv e  * it H a v a n t  
an d  C h ic h e ste r  on  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y . I  h a v e  n o d o u b t o u r  o ld  fr ie n d  
W . H . B . w i l l ’re m e m b e r i t .

In  1906 w e  m e t in  D u b lin , w h e re  w e  m a d e  tw o  u n su ccessfu l a t te m p ts  
fo r  S te d m a n  C a te rs . T h is  toas a f t e r  v is it in g  A r k lo w , w h e re  w e  h a d  
ru n g  tw o  p e a ls  o f D o u b le  N o rw ich , J . W . W a sh b ro o k  co m in g  on w ith  
u s to  fin ish  th e  w e e k  in  D u b lin . L in d o ff h a d  fixed  u s u p  w ith  e x 
c e lle n t h o te l ac co m m o d a tio n  a n d  jo in e d  u s  as m u ch  as  p ossib le an d  
sh o w in g  u s th e  s ig h ts  o f D u b lin , n o t th e  le a s t  in te r e s tin g  o f w h ic h , 
w a s  th e  tr ip  o ver G u in n ess ’ B r e w e r y , w h e re  M r. L in d o ff w a s  th en  
em p loyed .

S in c e  t h a t  d a te , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  d u r in g  th e  lastv20  y e a rs , I  h a v e  m e t 
d a b r ie l  L in d o ff a lm o st y e a r ly  a n d  w e  h a v e  ru n g  m a n y  good  p eals 
to g e th e r  fro m  M a jo r  to  M a xim u s in  m a n y  co u n ties. H e  w a s  a lw a y s  
th e  sam e q u ie t  u n a ssu m in g  fr ie n d  a n d  co u n sellor, a lw a y s  w i llin g  to  
g iv e  a n y  lit t le  tip s a s  to  m eth o d s m n d co m po sition . O f our la s t  to u r  
to g e th e r  in  L iv e rp o o l d is tr ic t  in  1939 I  h a v e  v e r y  p le a s a n t re c o lle c 
tion s, as I  th in k  lie  a n d  I  w e re  a b o u t th e  la s t  to  ‘ tu r n  in  ’ a t  n ig h t  
d u r in g  th e  five  n ig h ts  I  w a s in  L ive rp o o l. O u r la s t  p e a l to g e th e r  w a s 
a t  R u n c o rn  on th e  m o rn in g  o f  A u g u s t  26th, a f t e r  w h ich  I  w ish ed  him  
‘ G o od -b ye  * fo r  th e  la s t  tim e . I  fin ish  th e se  fe w  lin es  b y  q u o tin g  
h is o w n  w o rd s  to  m e on  th e  d e a th  o f m y  d e a r  w ife  s ix  y e a rs  ag o ,
4 N o t  d e a d , b u t  go n e b e fo r e .’ G E O R G E  W I L L I A M S .

H I S  H E L P  T O  H E L M J N G H A M  R I N G E R S .
To the E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— I  w a s g r ie v e d  to  re a d  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff 
a n d  w o u ld  lik e  to  p a y  a  sm all tr ib u te  to  his m em o ry  fo r  liis J tin d n e ss  
a n d  h e lp  to  o u r  co m p a n y  a t  H e lm in g lia m  d u rin g  th e  la s t  row  y e a rs  
w h en  w e  w e re  lo o k in g  fo r  n ew  m eth o d s to  r in g . H e  w a s  a lw a y s  k in d  
a n d  o b lig in g  a n d  sp a red  no effp rts  in  p ro v id in g  u s w ith  w h a t  w e  
w a n te d . W ith o u t su ch  m en  as h im  w e  sho'uld n^ ver h a v e  g o t  as  fa r  
a s  w e  h a v e  in  o u r S u r p rise  r in g in g  a t  H e lm in g h a m , a n d  I  fe e l t h a t  
m ore c r e d it  is  d u e 'to  h im  th a n  to  o u r  ow n efforts' in  w h a t  l i t t le  
p ro g re ss  w e  m ad e.

I  o n ly  m e t  h im  once, ju s t  fo r  a  h a n d sh a k e , w h en  th e  r in g e r s ’ r a lly  
w a s  h e ld  a t  C ro yd o n . A lth o u g h  h e  h a d  ex p ressed  his in te n tio n  o f 
co m in g  t o  H e lm in g h a m  fo r  a  p e a l w ith  u s  on  som e fu tu r e  occasion , 
u n fo r tu n a te ly  the- w a r  p re v e n te d  th e  fu lfilm e n t o f  th is  w ish , m u ch  
to  th e  r e g r e t  o f  us a ll. W e  sh a ll a lw a y s  fe e l g r a te fu l  to  h is  m em o ry  
a n d  fe e l t h a t  th e  w o rld  is  a  b e t te r  p la c e  fo r  his p a ss in g  th ro u g h  i t  
a n d  le a v in g  his m a rk . T . W . L A S T .

E V E R  W I L L I N G  T O  H E L P .
D e a r  S ir ,— I t  w a s  w ith  g r e a t  r e g r e t  I  r e a d  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. 

G a b r ie l L in d o ff. A lth o u g h  i t  h a d  o n ly  b een  m y  p r iv i le g e  to  k n o w  
h im  fo r  a  sh o r t  tim e — ju s t  o v e r  s ix  y e a r s  to  b e  e x a c t— 1 re a lise  th e  
E x erc ise  lia s  lo st a  g r e a t  r in g e r  a n d  fr ie n d .

H e  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  m en  o f w h o m  fe w  a r e  to  b e  fo u n d , fo r  h e  w a s  
e v e r  w illin g  to  h elp  th e  b e g in n e r, w h e th e r  i t  w a s  in  m eth o d  r in g in g  
o r  co m p o sin g  o r  co n d u c tin g . I  am  su re  t h e  h e a r t  o f  th e  E x e rc ise  goes 
o u t to  th ose w ho m ou rn  h is  d e a th . E . W . P Y E .

T H E  L A T E  T .  J E L T O N .  *
D E D I C A T IO N  O F  M E M O R IA L .

B e fo re  even so n g  on S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 23rd, a  sh o rt b u t im p ressive  
ce rem o n y  w a s  co n d u cted  b y  th e  V ic a r  o f W a ls a ll (th e  R e v . P re b . 
H . J . C a r p e n te r 1) in  th e  b e lfr y  o f S t . M a tth e w ’s C tiu rch , w h en  he 
d e d ica te d  a  p eal ta b le t  to  th e  m em o ry  o f  M r. T .  J .  E lto n , fo r  38 yearp  
a  r in g e r  an d  c h o ris te r  a t  S t .  M a tth e w ’s.

T h e  d ed ica tio n  to o k  p la c e  in th e  p resen ce o f a re p re s e n ta tiv e  g a th e r 
in g  o f  r in g e rs  fro m  th e  A rch d ca co n ry^ o f S ta ffo rd , r e la tiv e s  a n d  frien d s.

B e tw e e n  th e  tw o  serv ices a  cou rse  o f G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w a s  ru n g  
on h a n d b ells  in  slow  tim e  h y  th e  fo llo w in g : J .  E a stw o o d  1-2, H . 
K n ig h t ,3-4, F . B r o th e rto n  5-6, G . E . O liv e r  7-8.

T h e  V ic a r  r e fe r r e d  to  M r. E lto n ’s w o rk  in  th e  b e lfr y  an d  ch o ir  and  
to  th e  d e a th  on a c t iv e  se rv ic e  o f  h is son, M r. S .  E lto n , w ho w a s  a 
r in g e r  a t  S t .  M a tth e w ’s b e fo re  m o v in g  to  G u ild fo rd .

T h e  t a b le t  o f b ro n ze w ith  w h ite  le t te r in g  record s a h alf-m u ffled  
p eal o f S te d m a n  C in q u es.
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A L B E R T  G E O R G E  D R IV ER .
S O M E  O F  H I S  W O R K , A S  R E M E M B E R E D  B y  ‘ M I N O R M A N I A .’

I  supp ose t h a t  th e  L e y to n sto n e  b a n d  h a d  m ore  to  do w ith  th e  
in tro d u c tio n  o f B e r t  D r iv e r ’ s w o rk  to  th e  E x erc ise  th a n  a n y  o th ers, 
a lth o u g h  o'thers w e n t m u ch  fa r th e r  w ith  i t  e v e n tu a lly . H e o fte n  used  
to  s a y  to  m e, in  la te r  y e a rs , th a t  h e  w o n d ered  ju s t  h o w  m u ch  o f i t  
w o u ld  h a v e  b een  k n o w n  b u t  fo r  th e  lu c k y  ch a n ce  o f  his le t te r  to  m y 
o ld  fr ie n d , G e o rg e  D aw son , h o n . s e c r e ta r y  o f th e  L e y to n sto n e - b an d, 
a n d  to  G e o rg e ’s go od -h u m o u red  la zin ess . -S in ce  i t  w a s  jn y  p erso n a l 
good  fo r tu n e  to  e n te r  v e r y  fu lly  in to  D r iv e r ’ s e a r lie r  w o rk , p erh ap s 
I m a y  b e  a llo w ed  to  a d d  to  th o se  tr ib u te s  so ju s t ly  p a id  to  th is  
g r e a t  a n d  g e n tle  m a n . I t  is  a. lo n g  w h ile  ag o , I  w r ite  m a in ly  fro m  
m em o ry , a n d  b e g  to  b e  ex cu sed  a n y  m ista k e s  o f  f a c t ;  b u t  i t  goes 
so m eth in g  lik e  th is .

A  dozen  or so y e a rs  a g o , D aw son  w r o te  to  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  
a b o u t an  eleven-surprise 720 su pp o sed  to  h a v e  b een  Tung elsew h ere, 
an d  he re c e ive d  fro m  D r iv e r  a  d iffid en t, r e t ir in g  s o rt o f le t te r ,  a g r e e 
in g  t h a t  th e  720 w a s  n o t p ossib le , b u t  n o t  fqr th e  rea so n  D aw son  
g a v e . E n clo sed  w ere  som e h g u re s , sh o w in g  a le a d  o f  a  m eth o d  w ith  
r e d  in k  lin e s  ru le d  a m o n g st th e m . N e x t  p r a c t ic e  n ig h t  G e o rg e  tossed  
th is  le t te r  o ver to  m e, sa y in g , ‘ . . . H e re , y o u ’v e  le t  m e in  fo r  som e
t h in g ;  n ow  jo lly  w e ll g e t  m e o u t o f i t .  . . . ’

W e  w e r e  to  c u t  a lo n g  th e  r e d  lin es , in s e rt  th is  fo r  th a t ,  and, 
b e h o ld , w h e re  C a r lis le  .Surprise h a d  b een  w e  n o w  fo u n d  C u n e ca stre . 
T h is  w a s  ty p ic a l o f th e  m an — sim p le  v is u a l ex am p les , no m a t te r  how 
m u ch  tro u b le . T h u s w e  ra n g  th e  f irs t  720 w h ich  sp lice d  m eth o d s w ith  
d iffe re n t ‘ s ta r ts . ’ H e h a d  o ffered  m o re  n ew  ty p e s , fo r  w h ic h  I  b e g g e d , 
a n d  b a c k  ca m e his ‘ m a ste r p ie c e ,’ as h e  lik e d  to  ca ll it , a n d  o f  w h ich  
h e  w a s  v e r y  p ro u d — ju s t ly  so. I t  w a s  so m u ch  w h o lly  h is  ow n, an d  
so v e r y  in g en io u s  t h a t  I  m a k e  n o  a p o lo g y  fo r  o fferin g  a  sh o rt d escrip 
tio n  o f  it .

T h e  five  le a d s  o f  th e  p la in  cou rse  o f  C a m b r id g e  M in o r, w h en  c u t in 
h a lve s  w h ere  th e  tre b le  lie s  b eh in d , g iv e  ten  h a lf-lea d s, w h ich  can 
b e  so re jo in e d  t h a t  a  p la in  cou rse  o f  Ip sw ich  re s u lts  (th e  w ell-kn o w n  
sp lice  b y  courses). B u t  i f  th e  to p  h a lv e s  o f  th is  le a d  a n d  th a t  be 
jo in e d  to  th e  b o tto m  h a lv e s  o f  so a n d  so ,-w e  h a v e  tw o  co m p lete  lea d s 
e a c h  o f C a m b r id g e  an d  Ip sw ich ,, le a v in g  tw o  h a lve s  which cannot be 
jo in ed  a t m id-lead. T h is  ‘ u n jo in a b le  ’  p a ir , i f  jo in e d , w o u ld  ca u se  
th e  fo u r th  b e ll to  p iv o t  (o r m a k e  th e  p la ce) a t  m id -lead , in s te a d  o f 
t h e .3 rd  (as C a m b rid g e ) o r th e  5 th  (a s  Ip sw ich ), a n d  B o u rn e  S u r p rise  
is  a  4 th  p iv o tin g  m eth o d . M o r e o v e r  t h e  d ia g ra m  o f  th e  4 th  bell, 
b o th  in  B o u rn e  a n d  th e  u n jo in a b le , .is  th e  sam e, a n d  th e  n a tu r e  o f 
th e  ro w s is a lik e  in  each . T h u s  Six c o m p le m e n ta ry  le a d s  o f B o u rn e  
p rod u ce th e  sa m e  ro w s a s  s ix  o f  th e  u n jo in a b le s , an d  w e  r a n g  th e  
firs t 720 on th e  com posite-cou rse p la n , as w e ll as  m a n y  o th e r  ty p e s  
also.

M ea n tim e, w ith  th e  o b je c t  o f s a v in g  D riv d r tro u b le , I  su g g e ste d  
t h a t  Jie lo o k ed  u p  an  a r t ic le  o f m in e on  M in o r sp lic in g , so t h a t  lie  
m ig h t ju d g e  h ow  lit t le  v isu a l e x a m p le  w a s  n ecessa ry . T h is  he did, 
a n d  (as he p u t  it), ‘ to  h is  h o rro r ,’ he fo u n d  th e re  o n e  or tw o  exam p les 
w h ich  w e re  n o t in , h is ta b le s  (L o n d o n -C u n ec a stre  w a s  on e, I th in k ). 
H e  w o u ld  s t a r t  a ll o ver a g a in , h e  sa id , a n d  e x p lo re  ev ery  a v e u u e  th is  
t im e !  I  a sk ed  to  jo in  h n n , a n d  h e  g la d ly  a g re e d . T h u s  b e g a n  a 
co rresp o n d en ce o f som e y e a rs , p le a s a n t to  b o th  I  h ope, a n d  e x tre m e ly  
in te r e s tin g  a n d  in s tru c tiv e  to  m y se lf. I  sh a ll a lw a y s  b e  g r a te fu l  fo r 
th e  o p p o r tu n ity . .

T l i3 fie ld  w a s  a  la r g e  one— th e  co rresp o n d en ce  vo lu m in o u s. U u r 
le t te r s  tr a v e lle d  b o th  w a y s — w h a t w e  w r o te  ca m e b a c k  a g a in  w ith  
m a rg in a l r e p ly  i f  p ossib le , 01* th e  p o in t c a rr ie d  fo rw a rd  to  a n o th e r 
le t te r ,  c a r e fu lly  re fe re n c e d . A n y  d a t a  to  b e  re ta in e d  w a s cop ied  off, 
to  sa v e  \ h e  o th e r  tr o u b le . O n e p o in t— o n e  p a r a g r a p h , w ith  its  r e 
fe re n c e  n u m b er. O n e or tw o  le t te r s  ea c h  w e e k ;  flim sy fo o lsca p  p a p e r  
to  sa v e  th e  (d ou ble) w e ig h t. H u n d re d s  o f sh eets, an d  e v e ry  sin gle  
o n e w e ll w o rth  w h ile . I  k e p t  v e r y  l i t t le  o f  his— th e y  a ll tr a v e lle d  b a ck  
to  h im , b u t  I  d id  g a in  k n o w le d g e . M y  p a r i ,  w a s  to  ch eck , cr itic ise  
an d  s u g g e s t (h e  c a lle d  m y  su g g e stio n s  4 . . . . flash es in  th e  p an  
w h ich  o fte n  s e t  th e  h o u se  a fire  . . . H is  p a r t  to  cr e a te , and 
p rod u ce in  tr u e  m ass-p ro d u ctio n  s ty le .
;  W e  ta ck le d  th e  T re b le  B o b  m eth o d s first. T h e  book w a s ign ored  
(as som e m oth od s w ere  m issin g  fro m  th e  ed itio n  he h ad ), an d  ev e ry  
p ossib le m eth o d  w a s  p ro d u c e d  b y  form ulae a n d  sectio n -d ia g ra m s (I 
s t il l  h a v e  th ese  a n d  th e  ta b le s  o f e lim in a tio n ). S te p  b y  step  the 
diaginm s  (n o t th e  figu res) w ere  a n a ly se d , s o rte d  an d  s ifte d , fo r  all 
co m b in a tio n s  o f  lea d , 3-lead , 6- lea d , co u rse, com p osite-cou rse, and 
m ixed -p la ce  sp licers  ( I  w ish  1 co u ld  show  h o w  sc ie n tific a lly  h e  ta c k le d  
th is  jo b ). C o m p lete  ta b le s  re su lte d , sh ow in g  th o se  m eth o d s w hich 
w o u ld  sp lice  w ith  w h ich , ii> a l l so rts  o f  w a y s . I  s a y  4 co m p le te ,’ b u t 
it  is  tv p ic a l t h a t  h e  w ou ld  n o t b o th e r  w ith  th e  on e o r  tw o odd ones 
w h ich  4 o u g h t ’ to  go , th e  splice b e in g  th e re  b u t th e  com p osition  n ot. 
I t  w a s  th e  p rin cip le  w h ich  *fascin a ted  h im . th e  o th e rs  w ere  r.ot w o rth  
th e  tro u b le . S o  th o ro u g h ly  an d  c a r e fu lly  h a d  w e w o rk e d  tlm t I  
w a n ted  to  >av ‘ c o m p le tio n !’ b u t he w ould  n o t a d m it o f  it, a n d  some 
v e a rs  la te r  he e n jo y e d  his 4 I to ld  yo u  so ’ w h en  K e n n e th  L e w is  cam e 
a lo n g  w ith  (a t least) on e ty p e  w h ich  h ad  been  m issed. I t  w as the 
cam e w ith  h is  s ix -su rp rise  720. W e  th o u g h t t h a t  h is  a n d  T. W  
P a r k e r 's  w ere  th e  o n ly  tw o , b u t  he said  ‘ C a u t io n ’ ’ S u r e  en ough 
A lb e r t  R e lfe  p rod u ced  th e  th ird .

C o m b in a tio n s  o f  k ey-com p ositio n s w ere  p rod u ced , u se fu l an d  useless 
— th e y  m u sf all b e  th e re  fa  s a t is fy  h im . T o  p lea se  m e, th e  p ra c tic a l

r in g e r , he a n a ly se d  (a g a in ) th e d iagram s , s te p  b y  ste p , to  p rod u ce 
co m p le te  ta b le s  o f m etn o d s w ith  lik e  w o rk  * a b o v e  ’ th e  tr e b le , and  
w ith  l ik 6 w o rk  * b elow  * th e  tr e b le , sh ow in g, sa y , a l l  m eth o d s w ith  
‘ C a m b r id g e  w o rk  a b o v e  *; a n d  a ll, sa y , w ith  ‘ L o n d o n  w o rk  b e lo w .’ 
N o  w o n d er th a t , a t  one tim e , I  cou ld  r in g  scores o f  T re b le  B o b  
m eth o d s w ith o u t lo o k in g  th e m  u p . T h en  w e  g a v e  m ass-p ro d u ctio n  a 
m iss fo r  a  w h ile , a n d  (fo r  r e la x a tio n !)  d iscu ssed  p la n s  fo r  co m p o si
tion s, q-sets, 65’s a n d  w h a t  n o t.

T h e  w a y  h e  p ro v e d  h is e x te n ts  is  ty p ic a l. I w a s  co n scien tio u s in 
m y  ch e c k in g , a n d  once c a u g h t h im  n a p p in g  w ith  a d ud 720 (a ‘ ru sh  
jo b  ’ ). H 2 a sk e d  m e w h a t  system  I  u sed , a n d  ch a ffed  m e 110 en d  
w hen I  to ld  h im . H e  u sed  a  p ro o f-sca le  o f  s ix  co lu m n s, th e  f irs t  b e in g  
30 lea d -h ea d s, d iv id e d  in to  six  P . r in g s  ( i.e ., p la in  cou rses), p rick e d  
fro m  th e  th re e  n o rm a l p a rt-e n d s, an d  also  fro m  th e  th re e  first-w ron g- 
bo b s in  ea ch  p a r t .  T h e se  ro w s lie  ca lle d  th e  ‘ h e a d s ,’ th e  o th e r  five 
co lu m n s -the 4 ta i ls . ’ C o l. 2 w e r e  th e  t h ir t y  lia n d stro k e s , o b ta in e d  
fro m  Col- 1  b y  tra n sp o s in g  by  h a n d stro k e  124365. C o lu m n s 3, 4, 5 , 6 
w ere  th e  ro w s o f  C ol. 1  tra n sp o se d  b y  132546, 146253, 153624 and 
165432 re s p e c tiv e ly — ea ch  tra n sp o sitio n  ‘ in  lin e  ’ w ith  its  m a te  in 
C o l. 1 . T h e  lea d " en d s o f  a  720 could* th e n  b e  m a rk e d  w ith  th e  P . 
r in g  n u m b e r (1 , 2, 3, 4 , 5, 6), a n d , n a tu r a lly , no lin e  acro ss t h e  p roo f- 
sca le  co u ld  b e  v is ite d  tw ic e . I f  lin e  1  o f  C o l. 1 w a s  used, lin e  1 o f 
a l l o th e r  co lu m n s m u st b e  a vo id ed , a n d  so 011. So  th a t , no m a tte r  
w h a t ‘ h a n d stro k e  ’ th e  m eth o d  b r o u g h t in  as a  ‘ le a d -e n d ,’ a n d  110 

'm a t t e r  w h ic h  w a y  * u p  ’ th e  le a d s  w ere , th e r e  w a s  no fe a r  o f  r e p e t i
tion . M o reo ver, 110 m a tte r  w h e re  (in th e  720) th e y  ca m e, ea c h  le a d  
w a s  id e n tifie d  w ith  its  P .  r in g  b y  th e  n u m b e r, so u se fu l w h en  su b 
s t itu t in g  on e m eth o d  fo r  a n o th e r  fro m  th e  ta b le s .

F o r  c e r ta in  rea so n s I  h ad  to  le a v e  h im  to  do th e  p la in  m ethods 
a lon e. H e  w ou ld  n o t to u c h  M a jo r  u n til h e  h a d  ex h a u ste d  th e  M in or 
p rob lem s, a n d  i t  w a s  n o t u n ti l  som e lo n g  tim e  a fte r w a r d s  t h a t  w e  r e 
s ta r te d , on  w h a t  w a s  to  -fee o u r la s t  re a l jo b  o f w ork* to g e th e r— th e  
re -sh a p in g  o f m y  system  o f  M a jo r  p ro o f, th e  vers io n  o f  w h ic h  is th e  
one (I  su spect) m en tio n ed  la te ly  b y  M r. A la n  P in k . H e re  I  e n jo y e d  
som e l i t t le  ‘ s t a r t , ’ as he h a d  p r a c t ic a l ly  n e v e r  lo o k ed  a t  M a jo r  at 
a l l ;  b u t  h e  soon le ft  m e b eh in d , b ecau se  I  w a s  fo rce d  to  h is  p o in ts  
o f v iew  b y  u n s h a k a b le  lo g ic . W h ile  he w a s  a  n o n -rin g er, I  th in k  
th a t  i t  is  n o t tru e  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  he co u ld  n o t h a n d le  a  b e ll. I 
se e iy  to  rem em b er t h a t  w e  p ersu a d ed  him  to  r in g  th e  te n o r b eh in d  
w h en  h e  ca m e  to  L e y to n sto n e  to  see u s  r in g  his m a ste rp ie c e . B u t  
hft was a  * n o n -r in g e r/  an d , a lth o u g h  h e  m ello w ed  la te r  on, a t  t h a t  
tim e  he w a s  in to le r a n t  o f th e  il lo g ic a l p ra c tic e s  to  w n ich  th e  
‘ p r a c tic a l ’ r in g e r  is so p ron e. H is  u n fa ilin g  go od  h u m ou r a lon e 
sa v e d  m a n y  a sq u a b b le , w h en  I  fo u g h t  fo r  th e  p ra c tic a l v iew , a g a in s t  
his e n tir e ly  n e w  a n g le  o f  a p p ro a c h . F o r  in sta n ce , a t  on e tim e  w e 
to y e d  w ith  th e  id ea  o f  p u b lish in g  o u r  ( jo in t) sy ste m  o f  p roo f. I 
w a n te d  to  show  th e  id ea s ‘ p r a c t ic a l ly , ’ b u t  he re fu s e d  to  a llo w  th em  
to  b e  ‘ tw is te d  a b o u t ’— fo r  exarq p le , y e a r s  in  th e  b e l fr y  h a d  in g ra in e d  
in  m e th e  c o u rsin g  o rd er o f 2468753— I  h a d  seen  th e  b e lls  com e down 
lik e  th a t ,  th e  8 b e fo re  th e  7, a n d  so o n . B u t  D r iv e r  in siste d  th a t , 
s in ce  p ro o f w a s  b a sed  so le ly  on th e  p ositio n  o f  th e  ten o rs  7-8 (7-8 m ark  
yo u , n o t 8-7), w h y  re v e rse  th em  a n d  a ll th e  o th e r  c o u rsin g  p a irs , 
seven  o f th em , ju s t  to  k e e p  co u rs in g  o rd e r  ‘ p ra c tic a l* ’ ; e v e ry b o d y  
w a n ts  th e  te n o rs  r ig h t , so k e e p  th e m  a ll th e  r ig h t  w a y , an d  a lso , as 
7-8 a r e  th e  p iv o t o f  a l l p ro o f, sh ow  th e  c o u rsin g  o rd e r  th u s, 786^235. 
T h is  w a s  one o f  m a n y  p oin ts, a n d  th e  u p sh o t w a s  t h a t  I  w e n t o ver 
to  h im  lo ck , s to ck  an d  b a rre l, a n d  p u t  th e  co m b in ed  system  into 
ty p e . O n e co p y  w e n t to  D r iv e r  (I h o p e  4 y o u n g  TeddyN* finds it) , one^ 
I k e p t, a n d  on e tr a v e lle d  a b ou t— it  is  n o w  in  L in c o ln sh ire , I  b elieve.

I a m  v e r y  g la d  to  k n o w  th a t  4 y o u n g  T e d d y  ’ is  to  h ave  D r iv e r ’ s 
M S S ., as 1  k n o w  th a t  D r iv e r  th o u g h t a  lo t  o f  h im , b u t i t  w ill b e  a  
h e a v y  re sp o n sib ility  i f  D r iv e r  k e p i  a  t i th e  o f  w h a t  I  sa w  —  M S ., 
d ia g ra m s, form ulae, c a rd  in d exed  m eth o d s, p ro o f sca les , com position s 
an d  w h a t  n o t. I  kn ow  t h a t  one o f  D r iv e r  s f ir s t  m a jo r-jo b s  w a s  to  
p ro d u ce  a ll o f  th e  h a n d -b a ck  S u r p r is e  m eth o d s a n d  record  th em  (in 
form ulae, o f course). I  can  o n ly  rem em b er on e jo b  a g a in s tJw h ich  he 
v io le n tly  sh ied . I  tr ie d  to  p e rsu a d e  h im  to  p rod u ce a 4 zero  ’ p roof- 
sca le , a g a in s t  w h ich  th e  p ro o f o f a n y  m e th o d  co u ld  b e  c la m p ed — a 
co lossal jo b , even  i f  p ossib le . I  h a v e  o fte n  w o n d ered  w h e th e r  he g a v e  
th is  4 . . . flash  in  th e  p a n  . . .* a n y  m ore th o u g h t. H e  w a s  q u ite  
ca p a b le  o f i t !

O n e fin al w ord . H e  w a s a  tr a m  d r iv e r  o n ly  b y  fo rce  o f  c ircu m 
sta n ce . J o h n  C ross, o f  H orn ch u rch , a cco m p a n ied  m e on a v is it to  
D riv e r , one S a tu r d a y  a fte rn o o n , to  see  a  W o od h ou se r in g in g  m ach in e, 
a n d  I  sp e n t an  u n u s u a lly  s ile n t akiiernoon ( fo r  m e) lis te n in g  to  th e  
tico  e n g in eers  d eep  in co n stru ctiv e  te c h n ica lit ie s . D r iv e r  w a s  e x 
tre m e ly  u n lu c k y , a n d  even  in  h is  h o b b y  w a s  in c lin ed  to  b e 'o v e r lo o k e d . 
T h e  C e n tr a l C o u n cil d id  him  th e  h o n o u r (!) to  a p p o in t him  assistant 
d e m o n stra to r  o f  th e  C a r te r  r in g in g  m ach in e, and  I  well* rem em b er 
how  he lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  th is  o p p o r tu n ity , o n ly  to  b e  b it te r ly  d is

a p p o in t e d  b y  th e  re str ic tio n s."  I t  is  ty p ic a l o f  th e 'C o u n c il  th a t no 
o th e r  use w a s  fo u n d  fo r  his u n d o u b ted  gen iu s, w h ich , i f  em p loyed , 
w ould liaVe ra n k e d  h igh  w ith  th e  b est— it m ust hf\£t been Inotcn  to 
m any m em bers. I  supp ose that, k iss in g  goes b y  fa v o u r , a n d  D riv e r  
n eve r so u g h t fa v o u r . A s  a te a c h e r  • (aty$, p o te n tia l w r ite r  o f text 
books> h e  w a s  su p re m e , an d  t h a t  goes fo r  all o f  th ose  I  h a v e  read  
h igh  re g a rd  th o u g h  I h a v e  fp r  th ev n am es o f J a sp e r  S n o w d o n . J 
T ro llo p e  an d  o th e r  w r ite rs . «

W e ll —  G od  r e s t  h is  soul. T h e  E xerc ise  h as lo st a g r e a t ca m 
p a n o lo g ist, a n d  I  h ave  lost a g r e a t frien d .
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W H A T  O F  T H E  F U T U R E ?
A  N A T I O N A L  A S S O C IA T I O N  N E E D E D .

To the E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— W o rld  e v e n ts  h a v e  r e a c h e d  su ch  a n  im p o r ta n t s ta g e  th a t  

th e  q u estion  o f  th e  fu tu r e  o f  b e llr in g in g  • as w e k n o w  i t  m a y  seem  
u n im p o rta n t a t  th e  p re s e n t tim e , y e t  I  w p u ld  v e n tu r e  to  s u g g e s t th a t  
now  is  th e  t im e  to  in a u g u r a te  a  sound co n stru ctiv e  p o lic y  in  p r e p a r a 
tion  fo r  th e  d a y  o f  v ic to r y  w h ic h  w ill su re ly  com e.

W h a t  is  b e in g  done in  th e  m e a n tim e ?  A c tu a lly  v e r y  li t t le ,  i f  w e  
a r e  h o n est w i th  o u rse lv e s  an d  r e v ie w  th e  m a tte r ' c a r e fu lly . D is tr ic t  
a n d  o th e r  m e e tin g s  h a v e  been  h eld  in a l l p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n try  b y  th e  
s ta lw a r ts  o f  c a m p a n o lo g y  ( I  lik e  th e  w ord ) u n d er e x tre m e ly  ad verse  
con d ition s, som e e x ce lle n t a r tic le s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in ‘ T h e. R in g in g  
W o r ld ,’ d iscussions h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e , b u t  li t t le  h a s  been  done o f  a  
co n stru ctive  n a tu re  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  e v e n ts  o f  to -m orrow .

I t  is  d ifficu lt a t  th e  p re se n t t im e  to  e s tim a te  th e  w o rk  o f  th ose 
tw o  o u ts ta n d in g  m en , J .  S . G o ld sm ith  a n d  J .  A . T ro llo p e , b u t  I  h ave  
no d o u b t w h a te v e r  t h a t  th e ir  e ffo rts  Will go  dow n in  h is to ry  a s  one 
o f th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  e v e n ts  o f  th e  E x e rc ise . I t  w o u ld  b e  foolish  
to  p resu m e t h a t  a f t e r  th e  ce ssa tio n  o f  h o st ilit ie s  r in g in g  w ill fo llo w  in  
th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  1939 a n d  t h a t  a l l w e  h a v e  to  do is  to  e n te r  th e  b e lfr y  
a n d  a ll w ill b e  w ell.

D ra s t ic  ch a n g es  w ill ta k e  p la c e , th e  e x te n t  o f  w h ic h  w e  ca n n o t 
fo resee , a n d  i t  is  w o rth  n o tic in g  t h a t  bu sin ess a sso ciation s h a v e  re c o g 
n ised  th is  a n d  a r e  m a k in g  p re p a ra tio n  a c co rd in g ly . C a n  w e  do th e  
s a m e ?  *

Y e s , I  th in k  w e  ca n . A  n a tio n a l a sso cia tio n  sh ou ld  b e  fo rm e d  im m e
d ia te ly  to  co n ta in  a ll so cie ties  in  on e b o d y , c a s tin g  a s id e , fo r  th e  
fu tu r e  o f  th e  E x erc ise , a l l asso cia tion  w ith  th e  p a st. T h is  m a y  seem  
r a th e r  d ra st ic  to  som e m em b ers, b u t  on reflection  th e  issues a t  s ta k e  
co u ld  n o t b e  su cc e ss fu lly  d e a lt  w ith  b y  th e  d is jo in te d  m a c h in e ry  w e 
h ave  a t  th e  p re se n t tim e .

I  s u g g e s t t h a t  a fu ll-tim e  s e c r e ta r y  b e  a p p o in te d  an d  a n  e x e cu tiv e  
b o d y  b e  e le c te d  to  re p re se n t th e  E xercise .

I  v isu a lise  that, fro m  th is  w o u ld  em e rg e  a b o d y  p o w e rfu l en o u g h  to 
c a r r y  th ro u g h  th e  g r e a t  w-ork w h ich  w o u ld  b e  thrust, up on  th e m  in  
th e  t im e  to  com e. * F . W . H O U S D E N .

W a n ste a d .
«  ---------------

A N C I E N T  S O C I E T Y  OF C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .
A n o th e r  v e r y  p le a s a n t a n d  su ccessfu l m e e tin g  w a s  h e ld  la s t  S a t u r 

d a y  a t  th e  W h ite c h a p e l F o u n d r y  b y  th e  C o lle g e  Y o u th s . T h e  M a ster, 
M r. E . G . F e n n , w a s  in  th e  ch a ir , a n d  w a s  su p p o rte d  b y  th e  hon. 
s e c r e ta r y  (M r. A . B . P e c k ) , th e  hon. tr e a s u r e r  (M r. A . A . H u gh es), 
M r. E . A . Y o u n g , M r. H . M iles, M r. G . P r ic e , M r. H . R . N e w to n  a n d  
o th e rs . M r. J . S h e p h e rd  tu rn e d  u p  fro m  S w in d o n , M r. C . H . K ip p in  
fro m  B e d d in g to n  a n d  M r. G . M . K ilb y  fro m  R u is lip .

W a r r a n t  M e ch an ic ian  C . F .  G u y , o f  H .M .S . ‘ V ic to r io u s ,’ w r o te  con 
g r a tu la t in g  th e  s o c ie ty  a n d  its  officers on  th e  w o rk  th e y  a re  d o in g 
to k e e p  th e  o ld  o rd e r  in  e x isten ce  a n d  ex p ressin g  h is  go od  w ish es fo r 
th e  fu tu r e . H e  w a s  so rry  h e  co u ld  n o t  b e  a t  th e  a n n u a l lu n c h  a s  he 
h a d  in ten d ed .

M r. W illia m  K e e b le  also w r o te  g iv in g  h is  b e st w ish es a n d  con 
g ra tu la tio n s .

M r. E r n e s t C . S . T u r n e r , w h o  h a d  been  n o m in a ted  a t  th e  lu n ch eon , 
w a s  d u ly  e le c te d  a  m em b er, as  w ere  M r. C e c il C . M a y n e , o f H a rro w , 
an d  M r. C h ris to p h e r  P . H e a th , P e n a r th , G la m o rg a n .

T h e  loss s u sta in e d  to  th e  E x e rc ise  b y  th e  d e a th s  o f  M r. W illia m  
W illso n  a n d  M r. G a b r ie l L in d o ff w a s  'm ention ed, a n d  th e  m em b ers 
sto o d  in  s ilen ce  as  a  tr ib u te  to  th e ir  m em o ry.

A ll  ^ e r e  p lea sed  to  h e a r  fro m  th e  M a s te r  t h a t  h is  son, w ho h as 
b een  s e rv in g  in  th e  ‘ A r k  R o y a l , ’ is  sa fe .

T h e  fin e co llectio n  o f r in g in g  books g iv e n  to  th e  so cie ty  b y  M r. 
E r n e s t M o rris  w a s  on v iew , a n d  h is  g e n e ro s ity  w a s  m uch a p p re c ia te d .

A f t e r  th e  bu sin ess m e e tin g  th e re  w a s  som e h a n d b e ll r in g in g , and, 
a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , co u rses o f  L on d on  S u r p r is e  M a jo r  a n d  D o u b le  
N o rw ich  w ere  ru n g .

L O N D O N  C I T Y  C H U R C H E S .
To th e E ditor.

D e a r  S ir ,— T h e  tw o  le tte rs  b y  M r. M u rre ll an d  M r. D e a l a re  m ost 
v a lu a b le  a n d  sen sib le  co n trib u tio n s  to  th e ^ v e ry  d ifficu lt q u estion  o f 
th e  L o n d o n  C it y  ch u rch es a n d  th e ir  fu tu r e .

M r. D e a l h a s  a  k n o w le d g e  an d  u n d e rsta n d in g  -of th ese  b u ild in g s  
^ h ic h  is t r u ly  a d m ira b le , b u t I  hope he w ill n o t m in d  m y d isa g re e in g  
w ith  him  a b o u t S t .  M a ry , A ld e rm a ry . T h a t  ch u rch  s t il l  sta n d s, b u t 
i f  i t  h ad  been  d e stro y e d  w e co u ld  h a v e  sp a red  it  fa r  b e t te r  th a n  som e 
th a t  h a v e  go n e. T o  m y  m in d , it  is  ch ie fly  in te r e s tin g  as sh ow in g  how 
fa r  W re n  w a s  o u t o f  h is  e lem en t w hen he tr ie d  to  b u ild  in  th e  G o th ic  
s ty le . I t  h a s  an  e la b o ra te  ce ilin g  w h ic h  looks lik e  a G o th ic  v a u lt  
a n d  is  q u ite  e ffe c tiv e , b u t is  in  p la s te r :  an d  th e  ta l l  to w e r w ith  its  
r ig id  v e r t ic a l lin es is  a p oor a f fa ir  co m p a red  to  scores o f  reaJly G o th ic  
steep les. I t  is  sa id  th a t  th e  p a rish io n ers  in siste d  th a t W re n  should 
co p y  a s  n e a r ly  as p ossib le th e ir  o ld  to w e r. I  do n ot th in k  it  w ould  
be  m uch go o d  a s  a b e ll to w e r.

I  should  b e  so rry  to  see it  p u lled  dow n, fo r  i t  is  a fa m ilia r  la n d 
m a rk  in  th e  C it y  o f  L o n d o n , b u t  how  m uch b e t te r  i t  w ou ld  h ave  been  
if  S t . D u n sta n ’ s-in -th e-E ast sp ire , or S t .  M a g n u s ', Lon don  B r id g e , 
stood  in  th a t  p ro m in e n t p osition . * X . ’

S T . P A U L ’S C A T H E D R A L  B E L L S .
H O W  THE PROJECT W A S LAUNCHED.

t To th e E ditor.
D e a r  S ir ,— T o u r  re fe re n c e  t o 'S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d r a l b e lls  a n d  th e  fine 

p h o to g ra p h  o f  th e  n o rth -w e st to w e r  h a v e  b r o u g h t b a c k  h a p p y  
m em ories o f  th e  t im e  I  sp e n t In L o n d o n  a n d  o f th e  k in d ly  w elco m e I 
rec e ived , ev en  to  th e  e x te n t o f  b e in g  a llo w e d  to  r in g  th e  62 c w t. ten o r, 
fro m  th e  A p c ie n t. S o c ie ty  o f  C o lle g e 'Y o u th s . I  a m  ap p e n d in g  a cop y 
o f  th e  re p o r t  o f  th e  first m e e tin g  h e ld  in  con n ection  w ith  th e  S t . 
P a u l’s C a th e d ra l b e ll schem e, w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  ‘ C h u rc h  B e lls  ’ o f 
N o v e m b e r 6th , 1875. T h is  re p o r t  w ill p ro b a b ly  b e  o f in te r e s t  to  y o u r 
re a d e rs , 'e sp e c ia lly  as i t  re fe rs  to  r in g s  o f  b e lls  d escrib ed  a s  exce llen t, 
b u t  w h ich , d u rin g  th e  p a s t fe w  y e a rs , h a v e  b een  re p la c e d  b y  som e
th in g  b e tte r— a t  lea st a c co rd in g  to  m ost r in g e rs ’ ju d g m e n t.

T h e  P a rso n a g e , C a r b is  B a y , C o rn w a ll. A . S . R O B E R T S .
A P P E A L  B Y  T H E  L O R D  M A Y O R .

O n T u e s d a y  a fte rn o o n  a m e e tin g  w a s h eld  a t  th e  M an sion  H ou se 
in in a u g u ra tio n  o f  a  fu n d  fo r  th e  fu rn ish in g  o f S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d ra l 
w ith  a  r in g  o f  b ells  a n d  ch im es fo r  s tr ik in g  th e  q u a rte r-h o u rs . T h e 
L o r d  M a y o r  to o k  th e  ch a ir , a n d  w a s  su p p o rted  b y  th e  D e a n  o f S t. 
P a u l’s, th e  R e v . C a n o n  G re g o ry , S ir  E . B e c k e tt  D en ison , Q .C ., M r. 
P h ilip  C a zen o v e , D r . S ta in e r , M r. F . C . P en ro se , th e  R e v . J .  E rsk in e 
C la rk e , V ic a r  o f  B a tte r s e a , a n d  o th ers.

T h e  L o r d  M a y o r , in  o p e n in g  th e  p roceed in gs, re m a r k e d  th a t  i t  had 
a lw a y s  s tru c k  h im  as a cu rio u s  a n o m a ly  t h a t  w h ile  m a n y  o f th e  
la r g e r  C it y  ch u rch es, su ch  as  B o w  C h u rc h , C r ip p le g a te  C h u rc h , S t. 
B o to lp h ’s B ish o p sg a te , S t . S e p u lc h re ’s, S t .  B r id e ’s, an d  S t . D u n s ta n ’s, 
h ad  e x ce lle n t, r in g s  o f bells, th e  la r g e s t  C a th e d r a l in  th is  c o u n try —  
S t . P a u l ’s— h a d  b u t one b ell. H e  h a d  h e a rd  i t  s ta te d  t h a t  th e  c itize n s 
a n d  th o se  a t  w o rk  in  t h f  C it y  w o u ld  b e  d is tr a c te d  in  th e ir  o ccu pa tio n  
b y  t h t  so u n d  o f ch u rch  bells , b u t  h e  r e a lly  b e lie ve d  v e r y  fe w  p eop le  
w ere  o f t h a t  o p in io n . H e  h a d  b een  e sp e c ia lly  s tr u c k  w ith  th e  w a n t 
o f  a r in g  o f  b e lls  fo r  S t .  P a u l’ s w h en  re c e n tly  he esco rted  th e  fo re ig n  
an d  p ro v in c ia l m a y o rs  a n d  m a g is tr a te s  to  d iv in e  serv ice  in  th a t  C a th e 
d ra l. / I n s t e a d  o f th e  b e a u tifu l ch im es an d  ca rillo n s  w h ic h  th e y  listen ed  
to  a b ro a d  w ith  so m u ch  in te r e s t, th e y  o n ly  h e a rd  one s o lita r y , d ism al 
b e ll. H e  tr u ste d  t h a t  th e  w e a lth y  c itiz e n s  o f Lon d on  w o u ld  ta k e  th is  
m a tte r  in to  th e ir  co n sid era tio n . T h e  steep les  w ere  re a d y  to  rece ive  
th e  b e lls , a n d  i t  o n ly  re q u ir e d  a c o m p a ra tiv e ly  sm a ll sum  o f  m on ey 
to  g iv e  S t .  P a u l ’s a r in g  o f  b e lls  a n d  ch im es w h ich  m a n y  p ro v in cia l 
a n d  e n te r p r is in g  to w n s h a d  r e a d ily  co n trib u te d  fo r  th e ir  ow n  p arish  
ch u rch es.

T h e  D e a n  o f  S t . P a u l ’s  sa id  th e  w a n t  o f  a r in g  o f  b ells  fo r  th e  
C a th e d ra l h a d  s tru c k  a lm o st e v e ry b o d y . S t .  P a u l ’s w a s  u n iq u e  in  its  
a r c h ite c tu r e ;  in  its  n a m e  i t  w a s u n iq u e  am o n g c a th e d r a ls ;  an d  u n ique 
also  in  th is , t h a t  th e re  w a s  no ch u rch  o f  its  ra n k  on th is  sid e o f th e  
A lp s  w h ic h  w a s  so d efic ien t in  b e lls . On -T h a n k sg iv in g  D a y  th e  C ity  
w a s  g a i ly  d eck ed , a y d  th e  C a th e d r a l w a s  fu ll w ith in  a n d  w ith o u t, 
b u t e x ce p tin g  th e  ch eers o f  th e  p op u la ce  th e re  w as 110 m u sic  t o  greet 
H e r  M a je s ty  o n  h er a p p ro a ch  to  th e  C a th e d ra l u n til she e n te r e d  th e  
w estern  door, w h en  th e  o rg a n  sp o k e  b o th  w ise ly  a n d  w e ll. T o  a ll 
in te n ts  a n d  p u rp o ses th e  fa b r ic  o f  S t .  P a u l ’s w as d u m b  on th a t  o cc a 
sion. H e  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  th e ir  d u ty  to  b r in g  th e  m a t te r  b e fo re  the 
citize n s  o f  L o n d o n , e n d  he b e lieved  th e y  h ad  o n ly  to  m en tio n  I h eir 
need  to  h a v e  i t  su p p lied . S t . P a u l ’ s o n ly  desired  to  b e  p u t  u p on  an 
e q u a lity  w ith  W o rc e ste r  C a th e d ra l, w h ich  h ad  a sp len d id  n e w . r in g .

S T . P A U L ’ S  D E S T I T U T E  O F  B E L L S .
S ir  E . B e c k e t t  D en ison , Q .C . ( la te r  L o rd  G rim th o rp e ), in  m ovin g  

t h a t  i t  w a s  d e s ira b le  t h a t  a  r in g  o f  b e lls  sh ou ld  b e  su p p lied  to  S t. 
P a u l ’ s C a th e d r a l a n d , ill a d d itio n , a  se t o f  ch illies, co n ten d ed  th a t 
w h ile  so m a n y  o f th e  la r g e  to w n s o f  th e  k in gd o m  w e re  p ro v id in g —  
som e o f  th em  even  o u t o f th e  r a te s — b e a u tifu l r in g s  o f  b e lls  fo r  th e ir  
p a rish  ch u rch es, i t  w a s  h a r d ly  c r e d ita b le  to  th e  re s id e n ts  in  L on d on  
t h a t  S t . P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l w a s  to  th is  m om en t a b s o lu te ly  d e stitu te * in  
t h a t  re sp e ct. H e .c ite d , as  in sta n ce s , B r a d fo rd , R o ch d a le , M a n ch ester, 
D o n c a ste r , E x e te r  a n d  W o rce ste r , d e scrib in g  th e  r in g  in  th e  la t t e r  
C a th e d ra l as  th e  fin est in  E n g la n d . H e  co m b a ted  th e  im p ression  th a t 
b e lls  fo r  ch u rch es cou ld  b e  fo u n d e d  b e t te r  ab ro a d  th a n  in  th is  co u n try .

M r. P . C a ze n o v e  secon ded th e  reso lu tio n  a n d  i t  w a s  c a rr ie d  u n a n i
m o u sly . v

D r . S ta in e r , o rg a n is t o f  S t .  P a u l ’s,’ w h o  e n tered  in to  som e d eta ils , 
su g g e ste d  t h a t  th e y  sh ou ld  h a v e  first a good  E n g lish  r in g  o f  bells, 
w h ich  w o u ld  co st a b o u t £3,500 a n d  w ith  ch im in g  a p p a r a tu s  £500 
a d d it io n a l, a n d  n e x t, i f  m o n ey  w e re  fo rth c o m in g , t h a t  t h e y  could 
h a v e  a  r in g  o f  B e lg ia n  b e lls  w ith  ch im es, a t  a fu r th e r  co st o f  betw een  
£5,000 an d  £4,000 m ore. T h e  p ro je c ts , h ow ever, w e re  e n tir e lv  
s e p a r a te ;  a n d  fo r^ liim self h e  sh ou ld  b e  g la d , in  th e  firs t p la c e , to  g et 
th e  r in g s  w ith o u t th e  chim es.

T h e  R e v . J . E rsk in e  C la r k e  m oved  t h a t  D r. S t a in e r ’ s p rop o sal for 
a r in g  o f  b e lls  a n d  th e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  o f  chim es b e  g e n e r a lly  ap p roved  
an d  su g g e ste d  th a t  th e  r in g in g  so cie ties  o f  L o n d o n  —  th e  A n c ie n t 
S o c ie ty  o f C o lle g e  Y o u th s , th e  R o y a l C u m b erla n d s, th e  W a te rlo o  
S o c ie ty — sh ou ld  b e  in te r e s te d  in  th e  p ro p o sa l, a s  he h a d  g r e a t  fa ith  
in  th e  en th u sia sm  o f  r in g e rs , w h e th e r  r ic h  m en o r  p o o r m en. T h is  
w a s  secon ded b y  M r. P en ro se , s u rv e y o r  to  S t .  P a u l ’s C a th e d ra l, w ho 
s ta te d  th a t  th e  s te e p le s  a n d  b e lfr ie s  w ere, a d m ira b ly  su ite d  fo r  the 
proposed  p u rp o se ; a n d  i t  w a s  a d o p te d .

C a n o n  G r e g o r y  m oved  th a t  a c o m m itte e  b e  a t  once fo rm ed  "to 
p ro m o te  th e  w o rk  a n d  to  c o lle ct su b scrip tio n s, an d  th e  m e e tin g  closed 
w ith  a h e a r ty  v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  th e  L o rd  M a yor fo r  p resid in g .
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G R A N D S IR E  C A T E R S .
THE DEVELOPM ENT OF COMPOSITION.

By E d g a r  C. S h e p h e r d .
* ' (C o n tin u ed  fro m  p a g e  562.)

Thomas Sibson succeeded John Martin as composer 
and conductor to the Leicester Scholars.

He strove hard to produce short musi- 
1 , 133. cal touches, and tfie 1,133  given here is
-------  interesting because it shows the modern

23456789 - short;Course plan quite clearly com ing
--------------  into favour. Other touches given in his
23456978 1 .4.5 reveal mild efforts to use other
65324 8-2 positions besides the Tittums, but these 
52364 8-3 bits of work are quite^undistinguished. 
35264 9-3 So the 18th century drew to its close. 
23564 9-3 It was an interesting era, in which ex- 
53462 89 periment led to convention and conven- 
45362 9-3 tion to revolt. In literature, form and 
34362 9-3 style were predominant. Bach and Han- 
54263 89 del established the shape and style of the 
25463 9-3 Oratorio. Haydn completed the crea- 
42563 9-3 tion of symphonic form and gave the 

orchestra a life and importance of its 
Round as usual, own. In social life there was much wit 

and much artificiality, much loose living 
and much rigid conforming to convention. Towards the 
end of the century these things were giving way to new 
forces. The classical rigidity of Pope was broken by the 
romanticism of Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge. The 
young Beethoven was looming up to take the symphonic 
form of Haydn and make it the vehicle for the expression 
of intense human emotion. The writings of Voltaire and 
Rousseau were heralding a return to a more primitive 
life; and the century ended with the dreadful volcanic up
roar of the French Revolution.

In such an age large things and small followed the 
general trend, and change ringing was no exception 
Cater ringing was, as has been shown, almost entirely in 
the Tittums, and the conventional long-course plan was 
for the most part adhered to. The use of the Single was 
not merely prohibited | it was not mentioned or even con
sidered in any way necessary. Annable’s views on Holt’s 
peals of Grandsire Triples show that the Single was re
garded as a rather disreputable ally, and one to exploit 
only when peals could not be obtained without its aid. 
Its possibilities were known even as far back as the be
ginning of the century, for ‘ Campanalogia Improved ’ 
(1702), when introducing Grandsire Caters, remarks: —  

‘ By making of bobs it will go to 181440, and then by 
making a Triple Change, it will double the Peal to 
362880. ’ Tlje ‘ Clavis,’ too, demonstrates to its own 
satisfaction the impossibility of bringing Triples and 
Cinques round at hand : ‘ If we could obtain a single 
change . . .  it would be full as easy to obtain -a triple 
or quintriple change . . . but the system of odd num
bers is so inimical to the nature of the thigg, as renders 
it totally impossible.’ •

The theory of odd and even rows, therefore, was well 
understood; it was seen quite clearly what a Single could 
do;*and yet so remote was the thought of employing it 
that the * Clavis ’ suggests the augmentation of a per
fectly good Tittum, 6,660 to 12 ,312 , by running the whole 
of the second half in the plain course position !

This ostracism tof what is now a perfectly legitimate 
call is not easy to understand. It may be that the old

prejudice of Annable’s day was as strong as ever; it may
be that Treble Bob, about which there was so much ex
citement at this time, needed no such call. The fact re
mains that no composer would sell his soul to His 
Satanic Majesty the Single in return for an enrichment of 
his music.

Shipway, in his ‘ Art of Ringing,’ 1816 , was the first to 
champion the cause of the Single. His views are given 
quite clearly in Part 2 (page 3) :  ‘ Some ringers have 
thought that singles should not be used unless the object 
cannot otherwise be attained : blit I differ in opinion; as 
they not only afford a plea'Sant variety but also an oppor
tunity of introducing a greater number of musical 
changes.’ In Part 3 (page 66) he explains the conven
tional long-course plan and then adds: ‘ Thus, by means 
of the five bob bells, the peal may be extended to up
wards of 6,000 changes; and with two singles, any true 
number may be doubled, if called the same after as before 
the first single, without any danger of its becoming false, 
except by the operation of the bobs, £fs before explained, 
which turning^the backstroke changes to the hand, should 
"be observed.’ ~ V 1

He demonstrates his point by the 
828. touch given here, which seems to be

-------  the earliest recorded touch in which
23456789 singles are used.
--------------  The argument ,is clinched by the
32456978 1 .4 .5S publication of a 5 , 147, a peal with four 
24356 78 singles.
432^6 78 Of this composition Shipwav re-
23456 78S marks : ‘ The first of the following peals 
34256 78 is round at hand on the foregoing plan 
42356 78 in which (whilst in the tittum position) 
Round by calling the 5th and 6th are the only bells'be- 

8 and 9  before, hind the 9th, being their extent in both 
courses. TEis is, probably, the first 
peal ever composed with only two 

bells behind the 9th, which alone sufficiently proves the 
utility of singles.’

Another departure from the old order is revealed in the 
peal hy Joseph Tebbs, of Leeds, published in Shipway.

Here a bell is fixed in froiU of the "jth for twelve courses 
at a time, a plafi impossible under the old long-course 
system. The short-course plan has here been definitely 
adopted, and the new sixth’s place bell is put into«-posi
tion by an 89. This splendid peal contains sixty 89 ’s and 
sixty 978 ’s.

5 .°°3-
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
--------------  Thrice repeated, call-
42356978 1.4  ing the first course 8- 3 , 
34256 9-3 produces:—

'  23456 9-3 23564978

4 3 6 5 2  8 9  -----------------
63254 89 32564879 1.3.4

26354 9*3 52463 9s
32654 9-3 42365 98
62453 89 34265 8-3

46253 9*3 34265 8-3
24653 9-3 •
64352 89 Henry Cooper.
36452 9-3 

This peal composition, by Henry Cooper, «f Birming
ham, is dated 1816 , and is very interesting. For the first 

(Continued on next page.)
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under this heading-is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
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N O TICES must be received N OT LATER  THAN  
MONDAY.

All communications should be sent to T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R i n g i n g  W o r l d , ’  L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Leatherhead 
District.— A district meeting will be held at Leatherhead 
on Saturday, November 29th. Bells (8 , clapperless, 
tower) or handbells available after tea. Service 
4.30- Tea at the Duke’s Head 5 . 15 , followed by busi
ness meeting. Everybody is welcome.— A. H. Smith, 
Hon. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Watford 
District.-r-Annual district meeting, Saturday, November 
29th, at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey. Handbells 
from 3 p.m. Tea and business meeting 5 p.m.— H. G. 
Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, Watford.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District.—  
Meeting at St. Botolpli’s, Bishopsgate, on Saturday, 
Nov. 29th. Handbells in the Parish Room adjoining from 
3 p.m. Short service 4 p.m. Tea 4.30 p.-m. Bring your 
own sugar. Business and more handbell ringing.— T. J. 
Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Western 
District.— A meeting will be held at the Woodbarners 
Cafe; Ap-Jey End, on Saturday, November 29th, at 4 
p.m. Handbells will be available. I shall try to arrange 
for tea to be available.— W . Ayre. . ^

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, December 
6th, at the Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road, E .l, at
3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec.,- 1, Eversfield Road, 
Reigate.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis
trict.— A meeting will be held at Tunbridge Wells on 
Saturday, December 6th, when the accounts and balance 
sheet for 1941 will be presented. Service at St. Peter’s at
4 p.m. Tea (free) at 4.45 in the Parish Room. All those 
requiring tea must let Mr. E.'J. Ludd, 4, William Street, 
Tunbridge Wells, know not later than Wednesday, De-

G R .A N D S IR E  C A T E R S
(C o n tin u e d  fro m  p re v io u s  p a g e .) 

time a composer incorporates a block of changes in the 
Handstroke Home position.

Both Tebbs’ peal and Cooper’s peaLwill strike the ob
server by- reason o f  the modernity of the plans. Away 
back in the 1890’s, Mr. J. A. Trollope, in an article on 
‘ Variation,’ drew attention to the debt owing to the early 
composers, and pointed out how little fresh material has 
been provided in the standard methods. The plans of the 
pioneers have been taken, used, and adapted, and credit 
has not always been given to the giants of old for all 
their weary labours. A study o f old compositions reveals 
in startling fashion how much these old stahfarts knew, 
and how up to date they were in so much of their work. 
It is right that their knowledge should be put to good use 
in the light of modern ideas, but the debt should be freelv 
acknowledged.

(T o  ke continued.)

cember 3rd. Eight silent bells will be available. There 
are a few more subscriptions owing, which the hon. dis
trict secretary would be glad to receive before the meet
ing.— T. Saunders, Hon. Dis. Sec., Peckham Bush, Pad
dock Wood.

O XFO R D  DIOCESAN G U IL D .— North Bucks 
Branch.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Stony Strat
ford on Saturday, December 6th. Handbells 3 p.m. Ser
vice 3.30. Those requiring tea please notify me by De
cember 1st. All welcome.— R. H. Howson, Hon. Sec., 
19, Greenfield Road, Newport Pagnell, Bletchley.

BATH AND W ELLS DIOCESAN. ASSOCIATION. 
— Chew Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Long Ashton on Saturday, December 6th. Bells 
(with silent apparatus) available 3 o’clock. Divine service
4.30. Tea at 5 o ’clock for those who notify me by W ed
nesday, December 3rd. Business meeting to follow.— 
Percy G. Yeo, Hon. Local Sec.' Long Ashton.

DUDLEY AND DISTRICT GUILD.— The next meet
ing will be held at Sedgley on Saturday, December 6th. 
Bells available for ‘ silent ’ practice 3 p.m. Service 4.15. 
Business meeting after.— J. Goodman, Hon., Sec., 45, 
Holcroft Street, Burnt Tree, Tipton.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
annual meeting will be held at Stoke-on-Trent on Satur
day, December 13th, at 3 p.m. Tea at 5.30. Will those 
requiring tea kindly notify Mr. S.. Churton, 1, Birks 
Street, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, not »later than December 
9tJ). All members and ringers welcome.— Andrew 
Thompson, 63, Whitehouse Road, Cross Heath, New
castle, Staffs.

G L O U C E S T E R  & B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  ASSO
C IA T IO N .— Bristol City Branch.— The annual meeting 
of the Branch will be held on Saturday; December 13th, at 
the Haymarket Hotel (opposite St. James’). The business 
will include the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
presentation of annual accounts and ‘ Shall the Branch 
continue to hold its monthly meetings ? ’ Handbells 
available from 3 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow.— A. M. 
Tyler, Branch Hon. Sec.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.— The address of Mr. J. E. 
Lewis Cockey, hon. secretary of the South and West 
District of the Middlesex Association, is now Listoke, 1, 
Edgehill Road, Ealing, W .13.

F O R  S A L E .
‘ RINGING W O R L D S ,’ unbound, 1915-1941.— Offers

to Mrs. D. M. Drivfer, 60, Coleman Road, Belvedere, 
Kent.
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The Central Council Publications
TO  BE O B T A IN E D  P O ST  FREE  

fr o m  th e
R ev. E. 8 .  P O W E L L , S ta v e r to n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n try

■. d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section II. (Plain Bob and

D o u b le  O x fo rd  B o b ) ...............................................  '.............................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9  
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collection!
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..............................  1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH 3.P.A.B...........................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS .......... ........................................................................  1 i  
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples .......... 3

C a m b rid g e  S u rp rise  M a jo r  ..................... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court* 3
Bristol Surprise Major ........................ 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ................  2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .....................................  1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Bdition) ... ... ........................................................................  2 O

T h e  Jasper S now don Series
REVISED PRICES.

'ROPE-SIGHT,’ Is. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.: second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

' STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
‘ STEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to II bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; seoond edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
• SURPRISE METHODS,’ 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. 0 . D. P. 

D av ies, M.A., F  R.A.S. Contains a  tabulated lis t  of p eals , 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on »eoeipt of postal order, from 
m i s s  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N ew b y  B r id g e , UI v e r s t  o n , L a n cs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLFS AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6£d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7id. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(i copies for 1 5  /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper oovers, 64pp., 

- 1 / 2  (6 oopiea for 6 / - ) .
O btainable only p o st free  fro m  Rev. E. S. POWELL. 

I ta v s r t o n  V loaraSe, near Daventry.

'THE WORLD'S BEST BELLR0PE8’
NOTED Ft)R EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCHIN6
Eat. 1 8 2 0  Tel. * 4 0 0

- JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

O fa s r  yo u r Bell Ropee n ow . b e fo re  p rices in o fe s s e , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and send us yo u r old  Bell R opes  

fo r  rep airs wtiil'st n o t in use.

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M A T S  AN D  BELL M U FFLE R S
^  II i m m  1 ^ 1 1 ^  trnmumt n —  i s i  m \

S u ita b le  fo r  P re s e n ta tio n  o r  
W e d d in g  G if t

Correctly Modelled BELL IKKSTAND (&  In Solid Silver

Diameter 2iin 3Jin, Stin. 3tin, 4ln. 4Jin. 6to. Win 
Prioe 1 8 /e  22 IB 28(e  3 8 /8  4 * i -  8 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8  8

The Mn. size is also nlade to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and optician

Telephone 276 W O K I N G

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers of many famous clocks, in
cluding S t. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.

John Sm ith  & S on s, Midland C lock W ork s, 
D erby, Ltd.

Head Office and W o rk s, Queen S t., Derby
Tel. No. DERBY 4 5 5 6 9  Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates anti Advice Free
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