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L O N D O N  S O C IE T IE S .
Two meetings, each with its own special interest, took 

place iir London on Saturday. One was the annual 
meeting of the Royal Cumberland Youths and the other 
the fortnightly meeting of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths. These two old societies have subsisted side by 
side for something like two hundred years and have 
maintained a rivalry not always entirely friendly, but 
they carried on their activities through the days when 
ringing was gradually struggling upwards and they made 
London what it always has been, a centre in which the 
art has never flickered out— which can be said of very 
few other cities through the first half of last century. 
The two societies still hold to thg reciprocal hostility of 
wiping out from their rolls any member who 'is taken 
into the rival camp, which to us savours of the kind of 
spirit which prompts jealous children to say to their 
friends that if they join in with the boys next door, ‘ you 

j shan’t come and play in our yard.’ Both societies say 
it in their rules, so both are alike in this respect; but, in 
these days, as we have often said, we feel that the tradi
tional ‘ enmity ’ which the rule indicates could well be 
eliminated- It never has kept apart members of good 
will, for they have found ways and means of ringing to
gether despite the implied embargo. Nearly a hundred 
and twenty years ago St. James’ Society was founded 
for, it is said, the express purpose of encouraging ,the 
members of the two societies to ring peals together, and 
in the last fifty years, of course, they have rung tor 
gether in a couple of score of different associations and 
guilds. Neither society can claim all the talents, nor 
needs to, but the barrier which remains in the 'sacred 
name of tradition prevents them both at any rate from 
sharing any reflected glory which might come from the 
enrolment of many an honoured name.

Last Saturday one of the best known ringers ‘ crossed 
the Rubicon.’ He honours the College Youths by join
ing their ranks, for he has done the Ancient Society a 
great and lasting service. "  Under- the existing rules, 
however, he is lost to the Royal Cumberlands, of which 
he was previously a member, apd in which he was hel̂ l 
in the highest esteem. Let it be granted that the return 
to the College Youths was made entirely voluntarily, this 
instance seems to us to provide an outstanding example 
of the inanity of the rule. If by reason of disagreement, 
a man desires to cut his connection with his society and 
go to' the opposite camp he can quite easily resign from. 
his original allegiance, but to compel a man to do so 
has never seemed to us to add anything to the prestige 
of the society which receives him. One could better 

(C o n tin u e d  on p a g e  446.)
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understand the position if the rule laid it down that no 
man should be elected to one society if he had once been 
a member of the other, but even that would be a restric
tion to be deprecated.

It is not unnatural that Mr. Trollope should feel he 
would like to be a member of the society for which he 
has done so "much. It is true that he has in the past 
been a critic of some of the society’s traditions and for 
that he has not been entirely forgiven in some quarters. 
But his criticism has been constructive and, as one 
speaker at the meeting at which he was elected put it, 
if he has knocked down some of the skittles in the 
Society’s alley he has put them up again on a surer 
foundation. -It would, however, have been a far finer 
compliment to Mr. Trollope* if he could have been elected 
to the College-Youths without being automatically thrust 
out of the other old society. The spirit that requires it 
is all wrong. To the historians of ringing no society 
owes so much as do the College Youths to Mr. Trollope. 
His book on the history .of the society was the result 
of years of painstaking research, but his work would 
probably never have seen publication except for the in
cidence of the Society’s Tercentenary in 1937 . He has 
the material for an equally interesting volume on the 
Royal Cumberlands, for which they would be likewise 
indebted to him if it were published. But because of 
the rules in their books wTitch says that a member join
ing the College Youths automatically ceases to remain 
a Cumberland he can no longer retain that membership. 
Why is such a rule necessary? W e have never yet 
heard the answer except on the ground of 1 tradition.’ 
Traditions, it is said, die hard. Mr. Trollope, in his 
book on the College Youths, killed a good many. It is 
time someone killed this one.

H A N D B E L L  P E A L S .
P U D S E Y , Y O R K S H I R E .

T H E  Y O R K S H I R E  A S S O C IA T I O N .

Oh Wednesday, September 10, 1941, in  Tw o H ours and Twelve M inutes,
A t  9 , P b m b r o k b  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  BOB M AJOR, 5066 C H A N G E t|
L ie u t . M iss  L .  K .  B o w l in g , W il l ia m  B a r t o n  . . .  . . .  5-6

M .T .S ........................................... 1-2 ‘ D r iv e r  E d w in  A . C r a c k n e l l ,
P e r c y  J. J o h n s o n  .............  3-4 R .A .S .C .....................................  7-8

C om posed b y  J. R . P r i t c h a r d .  C onducted b y  W i l l i a m  B a r t o n .  
Attested b y  John A m b le r .

*  F ir s t  p e a l on h a n d b ells . S p e c ia lly  a r ra n g e d  fo r th e  r in g e r  o f 7-8, 
w h o  h a ils  fro m  B u x h a ll, S u ffo lk .

S I T T I N G B O U R N E , K E N T .
T H E  K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T I O N .

Oh Thursday, September 11, 1941 , in T w o H ours and T h irty Minutes,
A t  35 , W o o d stoc k  R o a d ,

A PEAL O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S ,  SOM C H A N G E Si 
P a r k e r ’ s T w e l v b - p a r t  (7th observation). Tenor size 16 in B  flat.

•Jam e s  S . W e b b .......................  1-2 I Jo h n  E . S p ic e  .......................  5 ^
B e t t y  S p icb  .......................  3-4 | fW ALTBR H . D o b b i e .............. 7< %

Conducted b y  W . H . D o b b ib .
*  F ir s t  p e a l on e ig h t  b e lls , t  F ir s t  p e a l on h a n d b ells .

Mufflers, Ringing Mats, Matting, Flag Lines, etc., etc.

A  P E A L  IN  T A P E S T R Y .
T h e re  w a s  e x h ib ite d  a t  th e  m e e tin g  o f th e  R o y a l C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  

oh S a tu r d a y  a p iece  o f ta p e s tr y  w o rk  w h ich  m u s t b e  u n iq u e . I t  re p re 
sen ted  a  co m p le te  p e a l o f G ra n d sire  T r ip le s  w o rk e d  in  co lo u red  w ools, 
a  d iffe re n t co lou r fo r  e a c h  b e ll, th e  tr e b le  fo llo w in g  th e  e x a m p le  o f  
‘ S ta n d a r d  M e th o d s ,’ b e in g  in  red .

I t  is  so m e th in g  o v e r  seven  fe e t  lo n g  a n d  ea ch  o f  th e  tw e lv e  p a rts  
fo rm e d  a m ed le y  o f  colou r ru n n in g  fro m  en d  to  en d , w ith  a  n e u tr a l 
b a n d  to  fo rm  a  b o rd er a n d  d iv id e  i t  fro m  th e  n e x t  p a r t . T h e  course 
o f  a n y  b e ll ca n  b e  tr a c e d  w ith  a c c u r a c y  a n d  d istin c tn e ss , a n d  -the 
w h o le  p ie ce  o f  w o rk  is  a m o n u m en t o f c a re  a n d  p a tien ce .

A t  th e  sam e tim e  w ere  show n s im ila r ly  co lo u red  d ia g ra m s  o f  o th e r 
m e th o d s  in  p la in  courses, in c lu d in g  on e in  a S u r p rise  m eth o d . T h e  
ta p e s tr y  is the work o f Mr. Henderson and wa6 much admired.
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M R . W .  H .  F U S S E L L .
R E C O L L E C T IO N S  O F A LO N G  L IF E .

L a s t  T u e s d a y , M r. W illia m  H . F u sse ll, o f  S lo u g h , c e le b ra te d  his 
e ig h t ie th  b ir th d a y , a n d  re c e iv e d  th e  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  o f m a n y  o f  his 
fr ien d s.

N o  n a m e  is b e t te r  k n o w n  in  th e  E x e rc ise  th a n  t h a t  o f  M r. F u sse ll, 
w hose r in g in g  ca re e r  e x te n d s  o ver so m e th in g  lik e  65 y e a rs . In d eed, 
h e w a s  e le c te d  a  m em b er o f  th e  R o y a l C u m b e rla n d  Y o u th s  on th e  
d a y  a f t e r  h is  tw e n tie th  b ir th d a y , w h en  an  a t te m p t  w a s  m a d e  fo r  a 
b ir th d a y  p e a l in  his honou r a t  S t . G ile s ’ -in-the-I^ elds, b u t  w a s lost 
a f t e r  tw o  hours.

M r. F u sse ll is  o n e  o f th e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  fe w  r in g e rs  w h o  lm ve scored  
o v e r  1,000 p ea ls . H e  re a c h e d  fo u r  figu res ju s t  b e fo re  his se ve n ty - 
th ird  b ir th d a y , w h ich  he 
sp e n t a t  sea , on th e  th ird  
d a y  o f th e  m em o ra b le  
jo u rn e v  to  A u s tr a lia . T h is  
w a s  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  th e  
n u m erou s to u rs  w h ich  he 
h as o rg a n ise d , fo r he h as 
‘  co n d u cted  ’ p a r t ie s  on 
v is its  to  a lm o st e v e r y  c o r : 
n e r  o f  th e  c o u n try . In  th is  
co n n ectio n  i t  m a y  be 
a d d e d  t h a t  M r. F u sse ll is 
th e  o n ly  m a n  w ho has 
ru n g  a p e a l in  e v e ry  
c o u n ty  in  E n g la n d  and 
W a les . H e  h as been  asso
c ia te d  w ith  m a n y  fam o u s 
r in g e rs  d u rin g  his lo n g  
b e l fr y  c a re e r  a n d  a t  our 
re q u e st he h as p en n ed  th e  
fo llo w in g  rec o lle c tio n s  o f 
h is e a r ly  r in g in g  d ays..

T h e  n am e o f  th e  a n c ie n t 
S o u th  B u c k s  p a rish  in 
w h ic h  I  w a s born , he 
w rite s , no lo n g e r ex ists .
I t  h as b een  sw a llo w ed  
u p  w ith  a la r g e  s lice  o f 
som e h alf-d o zen  a d jo in in g  
p arish es  b y  th e  B o ro u g h  o f 
S lo u g h , re c e n tly  g ra n te d  
its  C h a r te r  o f In c o rp o ra 
tio n . I  s til l  fe e l a n  a ffec
tio n  fo r  m y  lo s t p a rish  of 
U p to n -c u m -C h a lv e y .

S a in t  M a r y ’s C h u rch , 
e re c te d  in  1857, w a s d e d i
c a te d  b y  th e  B ish op  o f  MR. W. H. FUSSELL.
L in c o ln , in  w h ich  d iocese
w e w e re  th e n  in c lu d e d . I t  w a s  m y ‘ h a p p y  hom e ’ as  soon as  I  could 
io d d le , a n d  w as b u ilt  to  p e rm it th e  V ic to r ia n  v a n d a ls  o f a ce n tu ry  
ag o  to  re m o ve  th e  m o th e r  ch u rch  o f  S t .  L a w re n c e , th en  in  ru iiis , and  
its  se t o f fo u r  o ld  b ells .

M y a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  b e lfr y  b e g a n  in  th e  e a r ly  w in te r  o f 1875, 
w h en  w ith  fo u r  o th e r  U p to n  sch o o lb o ys w e  w ere  ‘ p ic k in g  u p  sid es * 
fo r  o u r b la c k -o u t sp o rts  in  C h u rc h  S tr e e t— th e re  w as no p u b lic  lig h tin g  
in th e  to w n  a t  t h a t  tim e . M y b ro th e r  an d  th e  fo re m a n  o f  th e  to w er, 
Mr-. W . L e a d e r , w ere  p a ss in g  to w a rd s  tlie  ch u rch , i t  b e in g  T h u rsd a y , 
th e  u su a l p ra c tic e  n ig lit . W e b o y s  w ere  ask ed  if  w e w o u ld  lik e  io  
w a te h  th e  .r in g e rs . F o u r  o f  us ac ce p te d  th e  in v ita tio n  an d  b ec a m e 
re g u la r  ‘ ch im ers ’ a f t e r  m uch ‘ w a tc h in g .’ T h e  local tea m  w ere  a ll 
h a rd -w o rk in g  resid en ts , v e r y  p u n c tu a l a t  p r a c tic e  a n d  r e g u la r  in  th e ir  
ca ll-ch a n g es, b u t b y  1878 I w as th e  o n ly  su rv ivo r  o f th e  fo u r  la d s  a n d  
h ad  th en  b ecom e a  fu ll  m em b er o f  th e  4 s c r o o f.’ I  h a v e  h elp ed  w ith  
m u ffled  p e a ls  fo r  all th e  o ld  h an d s dow n to  1886, w h en  th e  six  bells 
w ere  in c re a se d  to  e ig h t , a n d  th e re  is a  sh o rt p erson a l h is to ry  a tta c h e d  
to  each  m an  m ore s u ita b le  fo r  a C h ris tm a s  issue.

T h e  y e a r  1875 o n w a rd s  sa w  a  lo n g  s tr u g g le  b etw een  th e  a d v o ca te s  
o f  se t-c h a n g e s  'a n d  h a lf-p u ll r in g in g . T h e  S lo u g h  m en h ad  m ad e a 
re p u ta tio n  am o n g  t4ie n e ig h b o u rin g  to w ers, such as L a n g le y , W ra y s- 
b u ry , H o rto n , B u rn h a m  a n d  C le w e r w ith  five  b e lls  each , an d  H u rst, 
W a r g r a v e , B ea co n sfie ld , S to k e  P o g es, B r a y , C o ok h am , E g h a m  and Old 
W in d so r,' s ix  b ells  each . T h e  S lo u g h  m en  h ad  th e  honou r o f  b e in g  
ask ed  to  open  th e  F a r n h a m  R o y a l b ells  a t  W h itsu n , 1877.

O u r fo rem a n  used to c a r r y  a ro ll o f  s to u t p a p e r  w ith  th e  co u rse  o f 
G ra n d sire  in la r g e  fig u res  on it . T h is  w a s p laced  o v e f  th e  b a ck  o f a 
ch a ir  w hen  he c a lle d  each  ch a n g e  r in g in g  tn e  tr e b le . B y  th is  m ean s 
he q u ic k ly  le a r n t to  h u n t th e  tr e b le  in  D o u b le  a n d  M in o r. S e v e ra l 
o th ers  th en  fo llo w ed  s u it, h e lp ed  b y  J o h n  S te e l, o f L a n g le y , w ho h ad  
tr ie d  a  li t t le  a t  Is le w o rth , a n d  R . F la x m a n  fro m  F a r n h a m  R o y a l, w ho 
cam e to  resid e  in  S lou g h .

T h e, W e s t  M id d lesex  A sso cia tio n  w a s  fo u n d ed  in  1874. I  g a v e  them  
th e  ce rtific a te  o f  m em b ersh ip , a co p y o f w h ich  is n o w  in Is lew o rtli

# b e lfr y . B a ro n , fro m  W a te r lo o  R o a d , L on d on , w as th e  in stru c to r  to  
th e  a ffilia ted  to w ers— H illin g d o n , A cto n , E a lin g , S lo u g h  and Is le w o rth  
in 1879-82. I t  w as e n tir e ly  d u e to  th e  effo rts  o f  th e  R e v . C . M a y o , o f 

(C o n tin u ed  in  n e x t  co lum n .)

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .
L E W E S  T O W E R  N O W  F I R E - W A T C H I N G  H E A D Q U A R T E R S .

T h e  b e lfr y  o f  S o u th o v e r, L ew es, w a s  s e le c te d  fo r  la s t  S a tu r d a y ’ s 
m e e tin g  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  D iv is io n  o f th e  S u ssex  C o u n ty  A sso ciation , 
an d  a v e ry  g r e a t  w elco m e w a s re c e ive d  fro m  th e  R e c to r"a n d  th e  local * 
r in g e rs , w ho h a d  done e v e r y th in g  p ossib le  to  m a k e  th e  g a th e r in g  a 
success. T h e  to w e rk e e p e r, M r. G . P . E lp h ic k , h ad  go n e to  co n sid era b le  
tro u b le  in re m o vin g  th e  c la p p e rs  o f  th e  fr o n t  six  oells  an d  in sta llin g  
an  e x p e rim e n ta l s ile n t a p p a ra tu s . T h e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  h a n d lin g  a bell- 
ro p e  once m ore w a s  g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te d , d e sp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
c u sto m a ry  sou nd  o f th e  to w e r b e lls  w a s  la c k in g . A f t e r  18 m onths, 
p ra c tic e  on r in g in g  b e lls  ca m e as  a  d is tin c t n o v e lty , b u t i t  w a s a p 
p a r e n t t h a t  th e  a r t  h a d  ‘n o t  su ffered  g r e a t ly  in  th e  in te r v a l.

A n o th e r  c ircu m sta n ce  w h ich  re m in d e d  o n e  o f  ch a n g in g  tim e s w a? 
th e  u n u su a l to w e r ^furnishings, w h ic h  in c lu d e d  a rm c h a irs  a n d  a t le a s t 
one b ed . A t first i t  seem ed t h a t  th e  L e w e s r in g e rs  h a d  s e tt le d  dow n 
in co m fo rt to  a w a it  th e  li f t in g  o f  th e  b a n  w itli w h a t p a tie n ce  th e y  
co u ld  co m m an d , b u t  th e  m ore p ro sa ic  e x p la n a tio n  is t h a t  th e  b e lfr y  
is used  as  th e  ftre w a tch in g  h e a d q u a rte rs , a n d  th e  p egs w h ich  in  h a p p ie r 
d a y s  h a d  acco m m od a ted  th e  co a ts  o f fa m o u s p eal r in s e r s  n o w  c a rry  an 
im p ressive  a r r a y  o f s te e l h elm ets. O ne in n o va tio n  w h ich  m a y  w eil be 
re ta in e d  is  th e  te lep h o n e, so t h a t  w h en  th e  n e x t  p e a l is ru n g  a n y  
e x p e r t  a u d ito r  m a y  ca ll up  th e  co n d u c to r a n d  p oint o u t  t h a t  ‘ 3-4 -  
h ave  ju s t  c h a n g e d  co u rse, so w h a t a b o u t  i t ? ’

R in g in g  on th e  to w er b e lls  ra n g e d  fro m  G ra n d sir e  D o u b les  to  C a m 
b rid g e  M in or, a n d  on th e  h a n d b e lls  u p  to  S te d m a n  C a te rs . T w e n ty  
r in g e rs  w ere  p resen t fro m  S t . P e t e r ’ s an d  th e  G o o d  S h ep h erd , 
B r ig h to n , C h id d in g ly , L e w e s ; a n d  A ll  Sain ts*, O x fo rd , w as rep resen ted  
b y  M iss M a rie  C ross.

A n ex ce lle n t te a  w a s  p rov id ed  b y  th e  in v ita tio n  o f an  an o n ym ou s 
d onor, a n d  th e  r in g e rs  a r e  in d e b te d  b oth  fo r  th is  g e n e ro s ity  an d  to  
th e  la d ies  w h o  g a v e  th e ir  se rv ice s  in  w a it in g  a t  th e  ta b le s . A  h e a r ty  
v o te  o f th a n k s  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e m , and  a lso  to  th e  R e c to r  fo r his 
k in d n ess  in g i t in g  th e  r in g e rs  th e  use o f th e  b ells .

V e r y  li t t le  bu sin ess h a d  to  He tr a n sa c te d , th e  m ain  item  b ein g  th e  
tim e an d  p la c e  o f  th e  n e x t m e e tin g . A fte r  discussion i t  w a s  decided, 
o w in g  to  th e  co m in g  d a r k  even in gs, n o t to  h o ld  a n o th e r  m e e tin g  u n til 
th e  second w eek  in  F e b r u a r y , le a v in g  th e  p la c e  to  b e  a rra n g e d  b v  th e  
s e c r e ta r y  acco rd in g  to  circu m sta n ces .

L O S S E S  A N D  G A IN S .
(C o n tin u e d  from  p re v io u s  co lu m n .)

S t . A n d re w ’s , H illin g d o n , in 1875-6 t h a t  S lo u g h  jo in e d  th e  asso ciation , 
som e o f  o u r  m en g o in g  ‘ up  lin e  * to  th o se  to w ers  fo r  p ra c tic e . In  
th is  co n n ectio n  I w ould  lik e  to m en tio n  t h a t  th e  p e a l a t  E a lin g  in 
A u g u s t, 1882, w a s  n o t m y first, b u t  th e  first b y  M essrs. P a r k e r  and 
B a sd en , fo r  w hom  it  w a s  a r ra n g e d .

A t W h itsu n , 1877, th e re  w a s  g r e a t  re jo ic in g s  a t  F a r n h a m  R o y a l 
a f t e r  th e  to w e r h ad  been  re b u ilt  and  th e  six  b ells  p a r t ly  re c a st. A  
la r g e  m arq u e e  w a s  e re c te d  in an  a d jo in in g  m ead o w  a n d  a  g r e a t  
lu n ch eon  sp re a d  fo r  a l l g u e sts  a f t e r  a  sp e c ia l serv ice  in  th e  ch u rch . 
C le r g y  a n d  r in g e rs  fro m  B o y n e  H ill, B u r n h a m , H illin g d o n , A m er- 
s lia m , S to k e  P o g e s  an d  S lo u g h  a tte n d e d .

S p eech es  r e fe rr e d  to  m a tte rs  a p p e a r in g  in  ‘ C h u rch  B e lls  ’ : w o rk s 
on c h a n g e  r in g in g  b y  B a n is te r , T r o y te , volu m es on th e  archaeology 
o f  b e lls  b y  E lla co m b e , L e s tr a n g e  a n d  D r . R a v e n  h ad  becom e k n o w n : 
th e  co u n ties  o f L a n c a sh ire  an d  D evo n  h ad  fo rm e d  asso cia tio n s  o f 
b e llr in g e rs . T iie  V ic to r ia n  re fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  c le r g y  an d  th e  C h u rch  
w as s p re a d in g  fro m  th e  ch a n cel to  th e  to w er.

Jo sep h  P a r k e r  had le a rn e d  to  r in g  a b e ll a t  his n a t iv e  ch u rch , 
H o rto n , w h en  h e  se tt le d  in  F a r n h a m  th e  b e lls  h ad  n o t b een  ru n g  
fo r y e a rs . R e c to r  M a rsh a ll en co u ra g e d  h im  to  tr a in  y o u n g e r  m en, as 
m ost o f  th e  o ld  h an d s h ad  lo st to u c h .

A t  M a id en h ea d , M r. E d w in  R o g e rs  w a s th e  s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  A sso cia 
tion  fo r  Berk's a n d  B u c k s  to w ers, in s titu te d  a t  - W n itsu n tid e , 1878.
H e re c e ive d  en co u ra g e m e n t fro m  th e  R e v . D ru m m o n d  an d  M r. R . 
S m ith , fo rm e rly  o f  th e  D o c k y a rd  b an d  a t  P ly m o u th . O u r lis t o f  
m em b ers w a s  w r itte n  on a  sh e e t o f  fo o lsca p  a n d  h u n g  in  th e  b e lfry , 
th e  fe e  o f 2s. a  y e a r  b e in g  m a rk e d  op p osite  each  n a m e  w h en  p a id .
T h e  first a n n u a l m e e tin g  w a s  "held at A ll S a in ts ’ , B o y n e  H ill, 1879, 
w hen  ru les w e re  ad o p te d , a s e c r e ta r y  an d  tr e a s u re r  a p p o in te d , a n d  a 
sm a rt p r in te d  c irc u la r  d ra w n  u p  fo r  c ircu la tio n  th ro u g h  th is  p a r t  o f 
th e  tw o  co u n ties— E a st B e r k s  a n d  S o u th  B u c k s . T h e  R e v . F . E . 
R obin son  w a s  p resen t an d  g a v e  th e  m e e tin g  an d  th e  a sso ciation  his 
b lessin g . I  s til l  possess m y  r e c e ip t o f  m em b ersh ip .

S ix t y  y e a rs  a g o  la s t J a n u a r y  th e  O x fo rd  D iocesan  G u ild  w a s fo u n d ed , 
a n d , so fa r , no  re fe re n c e  has been  m ad e in  y o u r  co lu m n s to  rem in d  
th e  G u ild . I  r e g r e t  I  cou ld  not v is it  C a n o n  C o ie rid g e  a t  C ro w th o rn e  
re c e n tly  an d  p rod u ce m y  o rig in a l re c e ip t s ign ed  b y  h im . M y first p e a l 
w a s  N o . 5  b y  th e  G u ild , ru n g  a t  B ic e ste r  a t E a s te r , 1882, a f t e r  w a lk 
in g  fro m  R e a d in g  to O x fo rd . M y »ju b ile e  o f  th is  p e rfo rm a n ce  w as 
r u n g  in  th e  sam e to w e r— L on d on  S u rp rise  M a jo r— b u t th e  o ld  e ig h t 
belffe h ad  been  re p la ce d  b y  n ew  ones.

S in c e  s ta r t in g  th is  effusion I  h ave  been  m ad e a w a r e  o f se v e ra l losses, 
th e  sure, p e n a lty  o f a d v a n c in g  y e a rs . I  h a v e  lo st m y n a tiv e  p a rish  
and  g a in e d  a b o ro u gh . L o st m y  o ld  p a rish  ch u rch  an d  been  p re 
se n te d  w ith  a  n ew  on e. L o st m y  r in g  o f  six  b e lls  a n d  g iv e n  a n ew  
o cta v e . L o s t  th e  o ld  m en o f  th e  b e lfr y  an d  g iv e n  a n ew  g e n e ra tio n .
M y  e a r lie s t r in g in g  so cieties  h ave  been  sw a llo w ed  u p  b y ’ co u n ty  and 
d iocesan  g u ild s. W h a t is  to  b e  th e  n ext lo ss?

N
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T H E  C E N T R A L  C O U N C IL .
(C o n tin u e d  fr o m  p a g e  437.)

POINTS FOR PEALS,
In his article in “  The Bell News ”  on points for peals 

R. A. Daniell had quite a good debating case, though he 
largely spoilt it by overstatement. In the previous year, 
1906, the Middlesex Association headed the table with 
2,198  points, the'College Youths were eleventh with 590 
points, the Cumberlands eighteenth, with 450 points, 
and the London County Association twentieth with 407 
points. Did these figures in any way show a fair com
parison between the state of ringing in London and in 
the towns and villages of Middlesex outside the London 
boundary? The position of the Middlesex Association 
was entirely due to one very active and highly skilled 
band, most of the members of which were not Middlesex 
men. William Pye had put that association at the top 
of the Analysis in 1906 ; in another year he could, if the 
£ancy took him*. put any other society at the top. ‘ I 
conceive it to be no part of the objects for which 
the Middlesex Association exists to encourage exotic 
persons to ring peals for it in the towers of another 
county and diocese, in selfish disregard of the feelings of 
the resident change ringers, and I think points so gained 
are a most- discreditable acquisition. A position so 
gained amounts to a scandal. The common sense and 
dignity of the ^Exercise demand the utter abolition of 
this wretched system.’

In more temperate language Canon Papillon, Edwin 
Barnett, Joseph J. Parker, and others, mentioned the 
objections to points, and one or two defended them.

This correspondence did a lot to undermine the regard 
for points for peals, though country ringers were very 
much inclined to discount opinions which quite obviously 
had their origin in local rivalries and disputes. For a 
long time the feeling was that attempts should be made 
to remove anomalies rather than that the whole system 
should be scrapped. Every now and then proposals 
were made to amend the points allotted. The Yorkshire- 
men, led by George Bolland, wanted to have fuller recog
nition of the merits of six-bell methods with what were 
called * broken leads.’ It was because these demands 
could not be met fairly that the whole thing ultimately 
broke down. Several attempts were made. In 1911 the 
Peal Values Committee, then consisting of Dr. Carpen
ter, John Carter, Henry Dains and C. D. P. Davies, pro
duced a very carefully thought-out schedule, which was 
debated at Leicester, and not givhig universal satisfac- 

, tion, was referred back for further consideration. At 
the next meeting the work of the committee was trans
ferred to the Analysis Committee. They did their best 
to deal with the very difficult question, but in 1913 they 
reported that points, and especially points for Minor 
methods, had got beyond them, and therefore they were 
printing the Analysis alphabetically. That really ended 
the whole thing,*for points which did not give prece
dence were meaningless. v ■ 

The Great W ar altered men’s opinions on most sub
jects, and, the'increase in the number of methods rung 
made any comparison between them increasingly diffi
cult. Points were still occasionally debated at Council 
meetings, but interest in them almost entirely died out.

* At Chester in 1925, when some question affecting them 
came up, Law James, who throughout had been con
sistent in his opposition, rather abruptly got up and

% y

moved that the whole thing should be dropped. Mr. C.
T. Coles seconded, and it; was carried by a large majority 
and an evident feeling of relief that a troublesome and 
useless matter was at last got rid of.

It is quite clear to us now that no system of points for 
peals could be a success, and any suggestion of intro
ducing such a thing would be laughed at as preposterous; 
but the attempt to do so was an interesting and instruc
tive phase in the history of the Exercise. It was an at
tempt to systematise the sporting elements in change ring
ing in the same way that contemporary cricket and foot
ball were being systematised by the formation of leagues 
with their tables. The criticism which talked about 
‘ lowering ’ ringing to the level of a sport was hollow and 
to some extent insincere; the real difficulty was that com
petition in peal ringing is not directly between two 
equally matched bands, as it is in cricket and football, 
and no perfectly fair system of points could be found.

Such a thing would have been possible in London in 
the eighteenth century when societies were small and ex
clusive bodies consisting of one band only, when all had 
roughly the same opportunities, and when few methods 
were rung. It would have been possible in the nine
teenth century, under the conditions which obtained at 
prize-ringing meetings. It was possible sixty years ago 
in Sussex. But the constitution of the great territorial 
associations, the very diverse conditions under which 
peals are rung, and the great increase in the number of 
methods introduced complications which make any fair 
comparison of the peal-ringing activities of the associa
tions impossible.

Two of the original members of the Analysis Commit
tee, Mr. Charles E. Borrett and Mr. Joseph jGriffin, in 
addition to myself, are happily still alive. The fourth,
A. T. King, died in 1922.

Arthur T. King was born on September 30th, 1845, in 
the Cathedral Close at Salisbury," where his father was a 
canon of the Cathedral. He was educated at Winchester, 
and in 1864 joined the Civil Service in the National 
Debt.Office, in which he occupied positions of increasing 1 
importance until he became chief clerk. In 1903 he' was 
made a Companion of the Imperial Service Order, and in 
1910 he retired.

He learned to handle a bell as a boy, and gained some 
acquaintance with ringing at Worstead in Norfolk, where 
his uncle, Canon King, was vicar; but not until 1893 
did he really take an active interest in bell ringing. In 
that year the bells at Chipping Barnet, where he lived, 
were recast, and he became a member of the local band.

Arthur King very quickly became one of. the most in
fluential men in the Middlesex Exercise, and in judging 
him and the things he tried to do, it is important to 
realise what were the main springs of his action. He 
was first and last a great Churchman. His devotion to 
the interests of the Church was the ultimate cause and. 
justification for what he did in ringing, though as an 
Englishman and a layman he did not wear his heart upon 
his sleeve nor parade his religious convictions.

In all, he rang about 130 peals, but he had no par
ticular pretensions to be an expert ringer. Neither did 
he take much interest in the theoretic side of the art.
It was to the organisation of the Exercise that he de
voted his time and his talents, and there he did much 
good, though he did not realise his full"hopes, and his • 
action and intentions met with a good deal of misunder
standing and misrepresentation.
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In many ways he was a very big man— big in stature, 

and big in vision and in his aims. In his younger days 
he had distinguished himself as an athlete ard a swimmer.

Soon after he became actively connected with 'ringers, 
he set himself the task of doing something to improve 
the general state of the art in the metropolitan area. 
Throughout the country the Exercise had in compara
tively recent years been organised into diocesan and 
county associations which had abundantly proved their 
value in bettering the status of ringers, the art of change 
ringing, and the relations between ringers and the clergy. 
Only in London was there no such organisation, and 
King’s object was to form one. As a beginning, in 1897 
he founded the Middlesex County Association by amalga
mating the two small societies which had divided between 
them the county outside the London boundaries; and to 
foster the art of change ringing, and to enable the new 
association to take its place On terms of equality with 
older societies, he formed, with the assistance of William 
Pye, a peal ringing band, which for some years was the 
most active and successful in the country.

In these activities it was inevitable that he should en
counter1 opposition and come into conflict with vested in
terests ; for while he represented the new spirit and the 
new ideas which had done so much for the Exercise, on 
the other side there were the traditions which had come 
down from the past, and the ideas which had not only 
created the art of change ringing, but had developed it 
and preserved it through a critical period.
, Thp most active and voluble of King’s opponents was 

R. A. Daniell, who induced the St. James’ Society to 
alter its name and to claim the status of a territorial 
'association, not because he thought a territorial associa
tion was a good or a workable thing for London, but so 

_________

it might act as a barrier against ‘ encroachments ’ on 
the rights of the two old societies. Daniell was largely 
actuated by a shallow sentimentality, and in breadth of 
vision and in ability was a lesser man than King.

To the man who studies the history of ringing and is 
not influenced by personal factors, the whole episode is 
an interesting and instructive stage in the development of 
the London Exercise, but as it does not immediately con
cern the story of the Central Council, I may not enlarge 
on it now. I was, however, the ignorant means of 
bringing before the Council one of the things which 
caused the greatest amount of dispute and ill-feeling.

It was part of Sir Arthur Heywood’s policy to have 
debates on various matters of general interest, and at 
one early session he decided that steeple-keepers would 
be a good subject to talk about. He asked me to open 
the debate. I knew very little about the matter and con
fined myself to raising a few points on which I thought 
the members .would express opinions. One was whether 
visiting bands should pay a fee and what ’the amount 
should be. There had been for long (in London) a cus
tom of paying twopence a ^head, and there had been at
tempts to Extend the custom to the country which had 
been strongly resented. The assertions had been made 
that King secured access to belfries for peal ringing' by 
paying more money to the steeple-keepers than ordinary 
bands could afford, and so unfairly securing preferential 
treatment. He, not unnaturally in the circumstances, 
thought I was speaking as the mouthpiece of the Cpllege 
Youths, and criticising him and his association, and he 
strongly and warmly justified what he had done.

Arthur T . King represented the Middlesex County 
Association on the Council from 1900 to 1920, and was 
an honorary member from 1921 until his death.

LOUGHBOROUGH

T H E

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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B E L F R Y  G O S S IP .
W e  u n d e rsta n d  th a t  M r. F re d  W . B r in k lo w  h a s  h a d  to  go  in to  

h o sp ita l fo r  a n  o p e ra tio n  to  his eyes. M r. B r in k lo w  is  on e o f  tlie  
b a n d  wlfo m a d e  h isto ry  a t  B u sh e y  b y  r in g in g  p e a ls  o f  S p lic e d  S u rp rise  
M a jo r.

T h e  d e a th  h as o ccu rred  a t  G re e n  P o in t, S o u th  A fr ic a , o f  M r. L . 
G re e n . M r. G reen  le f t  E n g la n d  52 y e a r s  ag o , b u t  w a s  so in te r e s te d  in  
r in g in g  t h a t  th ro u g h o u t th e  w h o le  o f  t h a t  t im e  h e  fo llo w e d  th e  
a c tiv it ie s  o f th e  E x erc ise  th ro u g h  th e  r in g in g  p a p e rs . H e  w a s  a lw a y s  
p lea sed  to  re a d  o f th e  do in gs o f  his o ld  fr ie n d s. M r. G reen  le a v e s  a  
w id ow  to  m ou rn  h er loss.

A n  in te r e s tin g  in c id e n t in  th e  la te  M r. H . J . T u c k e r ’s e a r ly  r in g in g  
c a re e r  w a s  th e  fa c t  t h a t  he to o k  p a r t  in  th e  la te  J o sep h  J .  P a r k e r ’s 
first p e a l, w h ich  w as G ra n d s ir e  T rip le s , ru n g  a t  W a lth a m s to w  011 
O cto b er 1st, 1881. I t  w a s  co n d u cted  b y  H a r v e y  R e e v e s , th e  e d ito r  of 
‘ B e ll N e w s .’

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  an d  go od  w ish es to  M r. W . H . F u sse ll, w ho w as 
b orn  80 y e a r s  ag o  la s t  T u e sd a y , an d  to  M r. W . J . N e v a r d , w h o  also  
c e le b ra te d , h is  b ir th d a y  on th e  sa m e  d a y .

Y e s te r d a y  th e  G ra n d  O ld  M a n  o f  th e  E x e rc ise , M r. R o b e rt  H . 
B ru n d le , re a ch e d  liis  n in e tie th  b ir th d a y .

O n S e p te m b e r 16th , 1755, th e  firs t re c o rd e d  p e a l b y  th e  S t . M a r tin ’s 
Y q u th s  o f B irm in g h a m  w a s ru n g  a t  S t .  P h il ip ’s in  t h a f  c i ty . T h e  
m eth o d  w a s  B o b  M a jo r .

J a m e s  W . W a sh b ro o k  co n d u c ted  11,328 ch a n g e s  o f  L o n d o n  S u rp rise  
M a jo r  a t  D r a y to n  ,on S e p te m b e r  17 th , 1896. I t  w a s  th e  e x te n t  o f  th e  
m eth o d , w ith  c a l l s 'a t  In  a n d  F i f t h ’ s a n d  th e  lo n g e st le n g th  ru n g  a t  
t h a t  tim e.

F i f t y  y e a r s  ag o  to -d a y  s ix  p e a ls  w ere  ru n g . T w o  w e re  G ra n d sir e  
T r ip le s  a n d  th e  re s t co n sisted  o f on e ea c h  o f  S te d m a n  T rip le s , P la in  
an d  K e n t  T r e b le  B o b  M a jo r  a n d  th r e e  m eth o d s on s ix  b ells .

T H E  A N A L Y S I S  A N D  I T S  H I S T O R Y .
To the E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— T h e  a r tic le s  in  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o rld  ’ fo r  th e  la s t  tw o 
w eek s re  th e  ab ove h ave  been  m ost in te r e s tin g ’ to  one w ho h as been 
a c q u a in te d  w ith  i t  fro m  its  b ir th , w h ich  w a s  m u ch  e a r lie r  th a n  1896.

T h e  S u ssex  C o u n ty  A sso cia tio n  ca m e  in to  b e in g  in  1885, th re e  y e a rs  
a f t e r  th e  n ew  r in g  o f e ig h t  b ells  w ere  in s ta lle d  a t  S t . P e t e r ’s, B r ig h to n . 
A  sm a ll m od el b e ll, p re se n te d  b y  th e  fo u n d ers, e v id e n tly  w a s  ca lle d  
th e  C h a lle n g e  B e ll, an d  a f t e r  th e  S u ssex  A sso cia tio n  w a s  in  b e in g , w as 
p u t u p  to  co m p e titio n  b y  b a n d s  fo r  p e a l rin g in g .

O n  M a y  l l t l i ,  1889, a m e e tin g  w a s c a lle d  a t  B r ig h to n  to  discuss th is  
p rob lem , a n d  d e le g a te s  w e re  p re se n t fro m  th e  p e a l r in g in g  b ra n ch es  
o f  th e  a sso cia tio n , w h ic h  h ad  th e n  been  in  ex isten ce  a b o u t fo u r  y e a rs . 
W h y  I  w a s  in v ite d  I  n e v e r  kn ew , b u t  p ro b a b ly  b ecau se  w e  h ad  a  v e r y  
e n th u s ia s tic  b a n d  a t  M id h u rst, w h e re  I  w a s fo r  tw o  y e a r s  (1887-89), 
a n d  o u r  b a n d  Wad ru n g  se v e r a l p ea ls  o f M in o r, etc .

A s  f a r  as I  co u ld  g a th e r , th is  C h a lle n g e  B e l l  h a d  b een  co m p eted  fo r  
y e a r ly  a n d  been  h e ld  b y  th e  co m p a n y  sco rin g  th e  ‘ g r e a te s t  n u m b e r ’ 
o f  p e a ls , b u t  th e  p la n  d id  n o t p ro v e  s a t is fa c to r y  to  a l l con cern ed , a s  
p eals  g a lo re  co u ld  be a t te m p te d  a t  som e to w e rs  in  th e  c o u n try , w h ile  
o th e rs , l ik e  S t . P e t e r ’ s, B r ig h to n , w ere  s e v e r e ly  lim ite d , an d  i t  w a s  
a t  th is  la t t e r  to w e r  t h a t  p ro g ress  w a s b e in g  m a d e  to w a rd s  th e  h ig h e r  

-m eth ods. H e n ce  th e  c a llin g  o f a  co m m itte e  m e e tin g  to  discuss w a y s  
an d  m ean s to  g e t  o ver th is  d iffic u lty . #

T h e re fo re , on  M a y  1 1 th , 1889, I  jo u rn e y e d  to  B r ig h to n  a n d  m et 
d e le g a te s  fro m  a  n u m b e r o f  to w e rs  a t  th e  C e n tr a l Schools, C h u rc h  
S t r e e t ,  a n d  I  h a d  th e  honou r o f b e in g  a sk e d  to  p re sid e .

T h e  q u estio n  w as * p o in ts  fo r  p e a ls ,’ to  b e  a l lo c a te d  a c co rd in g  to  
‘ s im p lic ity  o r d ifficu lty  ’ o f  th e  m e th o d  r u n g , a n d  a  s ta n d a rd  o f  
p oin ts  w a s  se t u p  fo r  p eal r in g in g  in th e  S u ssex  C o u n ty  A sso ciation  
fo r  co m p etitio n  fo r th e  C h a lle n g e  B e ll. T h is , I  th in k , w a s  r e a lly  th e  
b ir th  o f ‘ p o in ts  fo r  p e a ls .’ r

M a n y  ch a n g es  h a v e  sin ce ta k e n  p la c e  on th is  s u b je c t, a n d  w h e th e r  
i t  w a s  a l l w o rth  w h ile  o r  n o t I  a n j n o t  p re p a re d  to  ju d g e , b u t  p e r
so n a lly  I  ca n  s a y  th e  y e a r s  t h a t  I  sp e n t on th e  A n a ly s is  C o m m itte e  
in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  la te  A r th u r  T . K in g , R e v s . A .  T . B eesto n  
an d  E . W . C a rp e n te r , e tc ., a f t e r  i t  w a s  ta k e n  o ver b y  th e  C e n tr a l 
C o u n cil, w e re  a m o n g st th e  h a p p ie st in  m y  lo n g  r in g in g  c a re e r .

C h e stn u t A v e n u e , E a s tle ig h . G E O R G E  W I L L IA M S .
P .S .— I  seem  to  h a v e  lo s t  a l l re m e m b ra n c e  o f th o se  a t  th is  com 

m itte e  m e e tin g  b e y o n d  th e  la t e  G . F . A ttr e e . P o ss ib ly  th e  n am es 
m a y  b e  g iv e n  in  th e  asso cia tion  m in u te  b o o k  o f t h a t  .period.

B O O K IN G  A N D  I T S  D E A N S .
T o the E ditor.

D e a r S ir ,— M r. S u c k lin g ’s le t te r  a b o u t B o c k in g  C h u rc h  a n d  b ells  
w as v e r y  in te r e stin g . O ne u n iq u e  p o in t h e  m issed  w a s  t h a t  th e r e  are  
tw o  D e a n s  o f B o c k in g , th e  second b e in g  th e  R e c to r  o f  H a d le ig h , 
S u ffo lk . %

B o c k in g  is k n o w n  a s  a  * P e c u lia r , ’ a n d  is  on e o f  th re e . T h e  o th e r 
tw o  a r e  W e stm in ste r  A b b e y  a n d  B a tt le ,  S u sse x . T h e se , h o w ever, o n ly  
h a v e  one D e a n . w

I  do n o t k n o w  e x a c tly  w h a t  a  P e c u lia r  is , b u t  J  b e lie v e  t h a t  in 
som e w a y  o r  o th e r  i t  is  o u ts id e  th e  ju r is d ic tio n  o f  th e  B ish o p  o f  th e  
d iocese. I  h a v e  b een  to ld  t h a t  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  a n c ie n t cu stom , 
w h en ev er th e  B ish o p  o f  L o n d o n  goes to  th e  A b b e y , he is  m e t b y  th e  
D e a n , w ho p ro te s ts  a g a in s t  h is  v is it. E . B A R N E T T .

C r a y fo r d .

WEARS & 
8TAINBANK,

“ F o u n d r y  
E s ta b lis h e d  
A .D . 1 5 7 0

(12th year 
of reign of 

Elizabeth).

JBellfounders & 
IBel l  h a n g e r s ,

32 & 34, WHITECHAPEL ROAD, 
LONDON, E.1.

Telephone B is h o p s g a te  8 8 4 9

SHERBORNE ABBEY RECAST TENOR.
4 8  o w t. O qp. 5  lb.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED
for

Recasting Retuning and Rehanging

H A N D B E LLS
V- . 9

in sets of any number. 

BELL ROPES, MUFFLES. &c.
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THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.
SOCIETY’S HISTORIAN ELECTED A MEMBER.

The usual fortnightly meeting of the Ancient Society of College 
Youths was held on Saturday at Whitechapel Foundry and attracted 
an even larger gathering than usual, over 20 members being present. 
The Master (Mr. E. G. Fenn) presided, supported by the hon. treasurer 
(Mr. A. A. Hughes), the hon. secretary (Mr. A. B. Peck) and the 
senior steward (Mr. G. W. Cecil).

Among those present were Messrs. E. A. Young, H. G. Miles, H. 
Hoskins, H. Langdon, W. H. Pasmore, R. F. Deal, C. H. Kippin, G. 
Murrell, W . Simmonds, E. Rapley,,Aubrey L. Bennett (Buckfastleigh, 
Devon), G. M. Kilby (Ruislip) and H. Golding (Hemel Hempstead). 
Visitors ireluded Mr. E. Barnett, Cpl. E. A. Barnett, R.A.F., Mr. B. 
Wayman, Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, etc.

' The Hon Secretary reported the receipt of a communication from 
the Clerk of Works at St. Paul’s Cathedral with regard to the safety 
of some of the society’s property in the ringing chamber there. The 
bust of the late Mr. W. T. Cockerill had now been put into a place 
of comparative safety in the Crypt, and the memorial bookcase and 
its contents would also be stored tliere if arrangements could be made 
to open the bookcase to facilitate removal.

Mr. Peck said he sent the key to the Clerk of Works and he hoped 
by this time the bookcase had been removed.

The hon. secretary’s action was confirmed.
There were two members for election and their names were added 

to the roll. They were Mr. Eric B. Hartley and Mr. J. Armiger 
Trollope.

In proposing Mr. Trollope’s election, the Hon. Treasurer said they 
all knew what he had done for ringing in general, both practically 
and theoretically, and most of them enjoyed his writings. He no 
doubt occupied a unique position in the ringing Exercise as an his
torian of ringing matters and ringers.—Mr. H. Hoskins seconded.

Mr. E. Alex. Young, in supporting the election, said he had rubbed 
shoulders with Mr. Trollope for many years past, and fit was* with 
great pleasure he heard he had been nominated for membership. Mi 
Trollope had spent years in delving into the history of ringing and 
of their society, winnowing and collating the results. It had involved 
a tremendous amount of work, and'the few grains of new material 
which he had discovered had helped to put tne‘ society in what was 
an unassailable position. Very few of them realised how much of their 
history, which they took so glibly and confidently, was only based on 
tradition. It was the same with all their old institutions, even of 
the City of London itself. It did not do to trust too implicitly to 
tales which were handed down and it was up to the historians who 
had the bent and time to go into it and find out what the facts 
were. Mr. Trollope had spent much valuable time in going into ring
ing history, and if he had knocked down one or two of their illusions 
he had strengthened other traditions. He was not, perhaps, the dog
matic historian he was twelve or fifteen years ago, he had mellowed, 
and those who had read his book on the College Youths and tried to 
pick out the important points would find that it reflected his great 
admiration for their Ancient Society. If he had knocked down some 
of the skittles in their alley, he had helped to put them up again oft 
a surer foundation. In that respect he had oeen a friend of the 
society.

A letter was read from Mr. E. P. Duffield, a former Master, in the 
course of which he said Mr. Trollope would go down to posterity as 
the outstanding historian of the Exercise. Mr. Duffield conveyed his 
greeting to the members and referred to the debt which they owed to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes for their hospitality on the occasion of the 
society’s meetings. •

Mr. Arthur B. Wiffin was nominated as a member of the society.
Mr. E. Alex. Young referred to the recent death of Mrs. Pennington 

Bickford, widow of the late Rector of St. Clement Danes’ . She was 
not, of course, a member of the society, but she was a great friend 
to them and to anything connected with bells and bellringing. It was 
with great regret and sadness that he called attention to their loss 
and said it would be nice if they could record on their minutes that 
in her death as well as the death of her husband the society had lost 
two friends. She had been associated with St. Clement Danes’ from 
her girlhood and had been active in-all the parochial activities. Not 
only was she the wife of the Rector, but for something like 19 years 
was churchwarden—one of the first lady ’ churchwardens of London^ 
The church bells of St. Clement’s were always near her heart.

Mr. H. G. Miles reported the death at Chichester of an old member, 
Mr. Henry J. Tucker, formerly of Bishop’s Stortford. He was 83 years 
old and was buried at Bishop’s Stortford on the preceding Wednesday.

Greetings were extended to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith after his long 
illness. *

After the meeting the members were entertained to tea by Mr. and 
Mrs. Hughes and handbell ringing took place.

P U D S E Y  S U R P R I S E
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I disagree with you entirely. If there is anything at 
all in Plain Bob Coursing Order, then Pudsey is a better method than 
Cambridge, both structurally and in its coursing order, furthermore 
it has only one false course-end to the five of Cambridge.

Jji the table of coursing order that I sent you three months ago 
Yorkshire was 12th from the top, Pudsey 35th from the top and 
Cambridge 47tt>. GEORGE BAKER.

2, North Street Quadrant, Brighton.

WINCHESTER GUILD S DECISION.
THE SECRETARY’S EXPLANATION.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—Your leader of last week reviewing the decision of the 

annual general meeting to suspend district meetings during the pre
sent emergency calls for, I think, both comment and explanation.

The Guild, I am sure, would regret to create the impression that 
it ha* submitted to * a policy of surrender to conditions which other 
associations are cheerfully endeavouring to overcome ’ and ‘ abandon
ing all activity and putting up the shutters so completely.’ The 
decision of the executive to report to the .meeting that it did not see 
how to recommend the resumption of any district meetings was regret
fully made after the views of six represented districts out of the 
eight at its meeting were heard and would be perhaps more accurately 
described as ‘ a policy of suspension due to conditions which other 
associations, etc., etc.’

To suggest that we have officially ‘ abandoned all activity,’ etc.,’ is 
slightly erroneous, as we are fully aware that in many towers bojh 
silent tower-bell practice and handDell ringing is still the order between 
neighbouring towers (as you instanced in the case of North Stoneham), 
and we are most grateful to those who are striving to maintain this. 
The only activity we reluctantly considered that should be suspended 
is the district meetings. Perhaps a few explanations would not be 
considered out of place.

(1) As you pointed out, a large area of this Guild covers one of the 
most vulnerable parts of the country, and the holding of meetings 
in these districts is still a great risk.

(2) A large number of ringers who were resident in these areas are 
either evacuated or have been obliged to leave, .unfortunately, due to 
enemy action.

(3) The personnel in many *of the towers is employed on vital work 
of national importance, etc., in some cases 60-70 hours per week and 
seven days a week, and, therefore, as much as they would wish, can
not support district meetings.

(4) That taking into consideration (2) and (3), many tower secre
taries, i f  they have not removed, are out of touch with many mem
bers of their tower and consequently the difficulties of bringing to 
their notice the fact that a district meeting was to be held would 
mean that members would not be notified.

I do not suggest that many other associations similarly placed are 
not endeavouring to surmount such difficulties, and the thanks of the 
Exercise are due to them even if they attain only a measure of 
success, but I am sure that our decision to suspend meetings was 
taken after careful consideration of the situation in so far as it 
affects us, and we should be most happy if we could recommend to 
our members, even before our next annual meeting, tliat^the earliest 
resumption of district meetings was desirable.

In conclusion, I am sure we, as a Guild, would wish (from behind 
our ‘ shutters *) success to all societies who fortunately can still 
maintain restricted activities and trust that the time is not too far 
distant when we can all emerge and pull our weight to put the 
Exercise on its feet again and march to higher activities.

F. W. ROGERS, Hon. Gen. Sec.,
Portsmouth. Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild.

THE NORTH HANTS AREA.
Sir,—I have read with interest your leading article dealing with 

the action taken at the annual meeting of the Winchester and Ports
mouth Diocesan Guild, and although I agree with your remarks on 
the whole. I should like to take exception to your statement concern
ing the ‘ indifference ’ and ‘ lack of interest * in the north of the 
county.

You will perceive from the peal recorder’s report that three of the 
seven peals rung by the Guild during the early part of 1940 were rung 
by the young Dand at Basingstoke, a band which was capable of 
ringing a course of Cambridge as well as Stedman Cinques on hand
bells. Almost all the members of this band are at present serving in 
H.M. Forces and ringing in Basingstoke is now suffering as in many 
other parts of the country. Before the war the attendance at Basing
stoke district meetings was almost double that of the other districts 
in .the Guild, and although the standard of ringing has not been up 
to that of the south, this can be accounted for by the fact that there 
are only four or five rings of eight in the whole of the north of the 
county and that travelling facilities are not at all good. Consequently 
the members have not been able to meet as frequently as they would 
like.

However, I do agree that the action taken at Winchester was rather 
drastic, and I feel that some effort should be made to hold meetings 
such as the one I yesterday had the pleasure of attending here in the 
Midlands. C. W. MUNDAY.

D E A T H  OF W E L L  K N O W N  IP S W IC H  R IN G E R .
As we go to press we regret to hear of the death of Mr. Albert

E. Durrant, of Ipswich, who died on September 8th last.

Have ‘ The Ringing World ’ sent to your ringing 
friends abroad ; 4s. 4d. per quarter from * The 
Ringing W orld ’ Office, Lower Pyrford Road, 
Woking.
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ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
THE ANNUAL MEETING.
Search for Oldest M em ber.

The famous Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in Trafalgar Square, 
still stands proudly and practically unscarred after the many raids 
on London^ but it has had narrow escapes. The great religious and 
social work which was being done under the late Vicar, tlife Rev. 
Pat McCormick, and his predecessor, ‘ Dick ’ Sheppard, is being con
tinued with unabated vigour, and a visit to the Crypt last Saturday 
revealed how much the devoted seryice of the band of voluntary 
workers is appreciated by the wayfarers, including large numbers of 
Service men, who seek rest and refreshment there.

St. Martin’s, as ringers well know, has long been the official home 
of the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths, and they met there on 
Saturday for their delayed annual meeting. Over fifty members were 
present, many of them having come from considerable distances, 
among them Mr. W. H. Fussell of Slough, who joined the society 
exactly 60 years ago.

The meeting was held in the Vestry Hall and was presided over by 
the Master (Mr. G. H. Cross), who, in opening the proceedings, ex
pressed his pleasure at seeing so large a gathering.

The hon. secretary and treasurer (Mr. G. W. Steere) presented the 
financial statement, which showed that the balance in hand had been 
increased from £19 19s. 6d. to £25 3s. 8d.

The Treasurer stated that the subscription to the Central Council 
for 1940 had not yet been paid and he asked for the instructions of 
the meeting. When the Council last met in London in 1939 the 
society was asked to contribute to an entertainment fund and did so. 
Afterwards he was informed that there was a balance to be returned, 
but the last he heard of this was in January, 1940.

It was pointed out that the entertainment fund had nothing to do 
with the Council, as such, but was a separate fund raised by London 
societies and adjoining associations for the entertainment of the 
visitors. The view was expressed that the society was under an obliga
tion to keep the Central Council alive, and the payment of the sub
scription ~f or 1940 was authorised.

The balance sheet was adopted.
THE LATE REV. PAT McCORMICK

The hon. secretary’s report referred to the death of the Rev. Pat 
McCormick and said the members would remember him, as the late 
Vicar would wish to be remembered, as the staunch supporter of 
their society and of bellringers throughout the country. In h id  the 
Church had lost one of its noblest servants, while the society mourned 
him as a true friend. The secretary also recorded the passing of one 
of the oldest members in the person of Mr. George Lucas. He joined 
the society in 1884 and throughout his long association with the Cum- 
berlands could always be relied upon to help those in need of instruc
tion and assistance.

The members stood in silence to the memory of the Vicar and Mr. 
Lucas and all other ringers who had died since the last meeting.

The secretary went on to say that there was little to report in 
regard to ringing itself. The ban on church bells had kept them 
quiet for over a year, but he trusted they would soon be allowed to 
carry on the good work. Three weeks ago he wrote to the Minister 
of Home Security, asking if there were any possibility of the ban 
being lifted in the near future and urging that permission might at 
any rate be granted for the bells to be rung tor Sunday services 
during the hours of daylight. He had received a reply saying that 
there was no likelihood of the ban on the ringing of church bells being 
lifted in the near future. *

During last year, the report added, one peal was rung, at Burnham, 
under the leadership of Mr. George Gilbert. Combined practices were 
held in the early part of the year at Bishopsgate and Shoreditch with 
good results, but a quarterly meeting at Bexley in June last year had 
to be abandoned, as was also a proposed joint meeting with the 
Middlesex Association. The sympathy of the society was offered to 
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Davis on the damage sustained in raids at St. 
John’s, Waterloo Road, where they had done so much to get a band 
together. A handsome peal board had been presented by the Mayor 
of High Wycombe to the Parish Church there, to commemorate a 
peal rung by the society in the tower on Empire Day,' 1939. As far 
as possible' all the records of the society, which were kept in the 
ringing chamber at St. Martin’s, had been removed to the Crypt for 
greater safety, and their thanks were due to the Vicar and church
wardens for making this possible, also to Messrs. Bevan, Hardy and 
Matthews, who difl the work.

THE OLDEST MEMBER.
The Secretary read a letter from Mr. W. Keeble, sending his greet

in gs and good wishes. He would be glad, he said, to see any ringers 
who could visit him at Severalls Hospital on Sunday or Thursday 
afternoons. He added that lie had recently seen Mr. W. J. Nevard, 
who had lost his home and many of his belongings in a fire.

The report was adopted and the following officers re-elected: Master, 
Mr. G. H. Cross; lion, treasurer and secretary, Mr. G. W. Steere; 
senior steward, Mr. T. Bevin; junior steward, Mr. R. Heazel; trustees, 
Messrs. A. Hardy and C. J. Matthews; auditors, Messrs. F. J. Symonds 
and C. A. Hughes. The society’s representatives on the Central 
Council were re-elected, viz., the Master, and Messrs. James Parker, 
G. W. Steere and G. Gilbert.

Seven young ladies, now under instruction in Burnham tower, under 
Mr. G. Gilbert, were elected members, viz., Freda Minchett (aged 12), 
Jean M. Broomfield (11), Joyce Hearn (11), Mary Pemberton (11), 
Edna Hearn (13), Elizabeth Jewitt (13) and Mildred I. Crouch (14).

The Hon. Secretary offered the congratulations of the society to Mr. 
W. H. Fussell, who was 80 years old on Tuesday and had been a 
member for 60 years, and it was decided also to send congratulations 
to Mr. W. J. Nevard, whose birthday was on the same day, and who 
joined the society in 1885.

Incidentally, there was much searching of the records to endeavour to 
settle the question recently raised in * The Ringing World ’ as to who 
is now the oldest member of the society. Eventually it was decided 
that, if he is still ‘ in the land of the living,’ Mr. Harry A. Hopkins, 
of Whitstable, has the honour, for he was elected on November 25th, 
1870.

As the members had been invited to tea, free, in the Crypt of St. 
Martin’s, one guinea was voted from the fund for the Soldiers’ , Sailors’ 
and Airmen’s Canteen Fund.

It was decided that while the war lasted the annual meeting should 
be held about the middle of the year instead of, as formerly, in 
January.

Mr. j .  E. Bailey, in welcoming the Editor of 1 The Ringing World ’ 
after his illness and congratulating him on his recovery, said ‘ The 
Ringing W orld ’ was one of the few things to which they, as ringers, 
could now cling, and he hoped the paper would be able to continue 
through these difficult times and flourish as strongly after as it did 
before the war.

The good wishes offered to Mr. Goldsmith were endorsed by the 
Master and warmly supported by the meeting, and Mr. Goldsmith 
thanked the members. He told t’hem that he had found his name in 
the records that afternoon and discovered that he joined the society
47 years ago.

There was some discussion as to arranging practices for handbell 
ringing, but it was felt that it would be impossible to do this with 
any cnaoce of success until after the dark evenings had passed. 

(Continued on next page.)
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DEATH OF MR. H. J. TUCKER.
VETERAN "RINGER AND COMPOSER. *

We regret to record the death of / Mr. Henry James Tucker, who 
passed away at Chicljpster, Sussex, on Saturday, September 6th, at 
the age of 83 years. He had resided at Chichester for the last 16 
years with his daughter (Mrs. Ide), but had spent his earlier years at 
Bishop’s Stortford, where at St. Michael’s Church he was sexton and 
ringing instructor.

He was an excellent ringer and conductor, and was also the author 
of several well-known compositions. When he removed to Chichester 
he took a leading part in the ringing at the Cathedral, and his cordial 
welcome to visitors in the tower and his cheerful disposition will long 
be remembered by those who made his acquaintance.

He rang his iirst peal over 60 years ago, and as a young man was 
one*of the progressive spirits in ringing. He took part with the 
College Youths in London in the early eighties in some of the first 
peals of Double Norwich. His last peal was rung at Chichester 
Cathedral just before his eightieth birthday.

Altogether Mr. Tucker rang 260 peals from Minor to Maximus, and 
of these he conducted 108. He was a member of many societies and 
rang peak for the following, among /others: The College Youths, St. 
James’ Society, Hertford Coilege Youths, All Saints’ Society, Fulhafn, 
the Herefordshire , Association, Essex Association, Gloucester and 
Bristol Diocesan Association and the Lancashire Association.

The funeral took place at Bishop’s Stortford on Wednesday week, 
the Vicar of St. Michael’s (th^ Rev. McCarthy) conducting the service. 
In a brief address the Vicar spoke of Mr. Tucker's wonderful service 
to the church and bells which he loved.
• The mourners were Mr. and Mrs. Ide, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison (sons- 
in-law and daughters), Mr. and Mrs. H. Tucker (son and daughter-in- 
law). There is another daughter in Canada. Many ringers were 
present, including Miss Wacey, Messrs. W. Bird, W. T. Prior, H. M. 
White, W. Wilkinson and T. Ward, from St. Michael’s” Church; W. 
Prior and F. Thorby, Stairsted; S. Clark, Porter Street, and W. 
Tarling, Sawbridgeworth.

A list of peals rung by Mr. Tucker will appear inc our next issue.

P R O T E C T I O N  O F  C H U R C H  B E L L S  F R O M  F IR E
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I note you have resurrected a letter I wrote in the 
enthusiasm of youth to the old ‘ Bell News * in 1907. The suggestion? 
I then made were, I think, quite sound, but I don’t know an instance 
in which they have been acted upon! Perhaps you will allow me to 
elaborate upon them.

The sliding, or rolling, internal door (not ‘ interval door,’ Mr. 
Printer) I had in view is of a type well known to people interested 
in fire protection. I t  consists of three layers of boards nailed to
gether, completely covered with sheets of tin interlocked so that air 
is excluded from the wood core, wliich consequently will not burn or 
become distorted when exposed to great heat. The door would nor
mally ba held open by a light wire rope, in which is inserted one or 
more ‘ fusible links.’ The parts of these links separate when exposed 
to abnormal heat, releasing the door, which closes by its own weight. 
The makers of the doors usually undertake the. fixing and arrangte 
the frames and accessories.* Very large openings could be partly 
bricked up inside the louvres if necessary to reduce the size of the 
door and to provide space for its open position.

My suggestions could be carried out very easily in a new tower; 
admittedly to apply them to some old ones would call for ingenuity 
on the part of the architect. The necessary lifting hole in the concrete 
floor might provide a minor problfeifl, but as it would be used only on 
rare occasions, it could be nlled in with a light reinforced concrete 
or artificial stone slab let into an angle iron frame.

In conclusion, I would like to mention Selby Abbey again. I have 
been in this church but once, and did not see it before the disastrous 
fire, which I well remember. I was struck by the noble proportions 
of the building and the delicacy of. many of its details, and I am 
led to hope that^some of our own older London churches, such as St. 
Giles’ , Cripplegate, may come through their recent ordeal with added 
beauty, as perhaps Selby did. RICHARD F. DEAL.

10, Kimberley Avenue, E.6.

R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S .
(Continued from previous page.)

Mr. Gilbert suggested they could make better use of their time by 
getting youngsters together, as he had done, and teaching them to 
handle * silent ’ bells, with change ringing on handbells. They would 
then be ready to ring the church bells when wanted.

Thanks were accorded to the Church authorities for the use of the 
Vestry Hall, and the Master expressed regret that, after all, the-Vicar 
had been unable to attend the meeting.

Mr. W. H. Fussell expressed pleasure and surprise at seeing such 
a large gathering, which showed that the old society was still alive 
and facing the war. If they kept together and held tlien^elves ready 
for the peace there would still be a few of them able to ring the 
bells. He felt he had not had a wasted journey that afternoon, 
althbugh at his time of life he did not like travelling. One reason he 
came that afternoon was that there were no stairs to climb (laughter). 
He was pleased to see so many of his friends there and wished the 
society every prosperity. — After tea in the Crypt, some members 
indulged in^handbell ringing.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
THE POSTPONED ANNUAL MEETING.  

Difficulty of Keeping Interest A live .
Deferred from Easter Monday, the annual meeting of the Ely 

Diocesan Association was held on Saturday week at Cambridge. In 
the interim there had been ,a meeting at Great St. Mary’s in July, 
when members and friends came from considerable distances and all 
were happy to see so many familiar face's again.

Various methods were rung on the Seage apparatus, and service 
was conducted by the Vicar (Rev. E. C. Essex), who gave an address.

There was an informal business meeting/ at which members criticised, 
and rightly, the general secretary’s apparent slackness in not arrange 
ing the annual general meeting on Easter Monday as usual.

The Hon. ^pcretary (Miss K. Willers) said she thought the ban on 
bells changed everything, and had, therefore, arranged no meeting.

There seemed a strong desire for some action to prevent the associa
tion from going to sleep ‘ for the duration,’ therefore it was decided 
to hold another meeting on Septetnber 6th.

The business concluded with a heirty vote of thanks to the Vicar 
for conducting service and presiding over the business, also to Mr. 
Quinney for playing the organ ana having everything ready.—The 
Vicar replied, reminding his listeners that in the end justice and 
truth would win, although the present days might be dark.

The deferred annual general meeting was attended by a small com
pany of members, who rang on the Seage apparatus at St. Mary’s 
until 4.30 p.m., when service was conducted by the Rev. E. Lunt, 
who gave a most inspiring address, emphasising the great need for lay 
people to witness for Christ.

At the business meeting, which followed the service, the balance 
sheet, showing a balance in the bank of £21 3s. 9d., was adopted.

The Secretary said she could not undertake much work for the 
association at the present time.

After a short discussion it was suggested that the-* annual meet
ing might suffice to keep alive interest during the troublous days 
of war, and Miss Willers was, therefore, re-elected g e n ia l secretary 
and treasurer, with Mr. T. R. Dennis as auditor.

The committee were re-elected en bloc as follows: Messrs. A. J. 
Abrams (Chatteris), A. T, Chenery ^Cambridge), R. W. Crofts (Elm), 
C. Cousins (Terrington St. John), H. Fields (St. Neots), E. G. Hibbins 
(Cambridge), F. W. Lack (Great Staughton), W. Seekings (Chatteris). 
Messrs. Cook and Worrington were re-elected representatives to the 
Central Council.

It was decided to send £3 3s. as usual to ‘ The Ringing World ’ to 
pay for notices, and to show, in a small way, the association’s appre
ciation of the journal, which is of such untold value to the Exercise.

Some members wanted to make a formal protest against the ban 
on ringing, and the hon. secretary was asked to write to Mr. Fletcher, 4 
hon. secretary of the Central Council, urging him to gp on pleading 
for its removal. Votes of thanks brought a happy conclave to an end.

A  W A N D E R E R  A B R O A D .
MORE RINGERS VISIT DtJRBAN.

To the Editor.
Dear Sir,—On leaving the mother country I felt a little sad about 

our bells and bellringing. War had brought about silence, association 
ljieetings were heavily curtailed, and of necessity, therefore, we felt 
that the curtail* was rung down until our victory peals echo through
out the land.

I was quite resigned to all this, and determined to just keep the 
theory in my head if that should prove possible.

On my first visit to the Cathedral Church in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, I met the Bishop, who told me that the only * bell ’ is a long 
iron tube, which is struck with monotonous regularity on all'occasions. 
A scheme was mooted in 1939 for the provision of bells, but owing to 
the war this proved abortive. I observed several small bells hanging 
outside places of worship, and Bishop Horstead told me that some of 
these were from the old slave ships, which were only too plentiful in 
West Africa.

Later on I was inspecting the Parish Church of St. Paul at Durban 
and to my joy found a peal of eight bells by Taylors, of Loughborough 
(tenor 14 cwt. in F). They were hung in 1921. I went along on 
Sunday evening and was welcomed in the very sincere South African 
way by the captain, Mr. J. S. McNeil. We proceeded to ring call 
changes under tlie watchful eye of Mr. G. E. Haupt, and, in addition 
to myself, Mr. J. Hart, o f Burton-oh-Trent, took part.

Mr. McNeil tells me that they cannot keep a band together long 
enough to learn a method, as the war and movements of population 
cause many changes of personnel. But the present ringers are all 
young and keen, and if they only persevere they will so^n have a 
good band.

Time did not permit an inspection of the bells, but from the * go ’ 
of them and from the spotless cleanliness of the ringing chamber it 
is obvious that they are in capable hands.

Another point impressed me. The service for belfry use was re
verently read before pulling off. Wouldn’t it be a good thing to follow 
this example in more of our home towers?

We stayed to evensong, at which His Grace the Archbishop of Cape 
Town preached an impressive sermon. i

(Continued on next page.)
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LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR.
'ANALYSIS OF ITS CONSTRUCTION.

By W. TAYLOR.
(Continued from page 440.)

I now give the plain lead of London Surprise Major, and for easy 
reference I have numbered the rows 1 to 16 in the first half-load and 
16R to 1R in the second half-lead. The R denoting reverse. The 
method splits up into five divisions or sections and these are marked 
A, B, C, BR, AR.

1 12345678
2 21354768
3 12537486
4 21573846
5 25178364
6 52713846
7 52178364
8 25713846
9 52731486

10 57234168

11 75321486
12 73524168
13 37254618
14 32745681

15 23476518
16 24367581
16R 42637851
15R 46273815

14R 64728351

AR

BR 13R 67482315 
12R 76842135 
H R 78641253

10R 87462135
9R 84761253
8R 48716523
7R 84175632
6R  84716523
5R 48175632
4R 41876523
3R 14867253
2R 41682735
1R 14628375

14263857 .
In Section A in rows 1 to 5 inclusive (hereafter inclusive is under

stood) 3 makes the peculiar case of B.S. with 5 and 7, i.e., 3rd's 
place, then snap in 6th’s, changing the C.O. of these three bells from 
357 to 573 as seen at the 10th row. In rows 3 to 7, the 5th makes a 
C.S. with treble. In rows 4 to 9 thd 7th makes a C.S. with treble 
with a dodge between places. In rows 5 to 10 the 3rd makes a rather 
more'obscure C.S. with treble. The snap blow in 6th’s of row 5, as 
stated previously, has the same effect as making 5th at rows 5 and 6 
(substitute the "tenor making 5tli’s at these rows), then we have the 
dodge of the T.B. hunt and finally 4th’s under treble at rows 9 and 10.

With row 10 is completed the first section of the work. This has 
been a B.S. on 357 and C.S. with treble by 5,723 all taking place at 
more or less the same time, so that the result is not seen until row 10. 
The C.S.’s are made in the order 5-7-3 becajise the B.S. being made 
first upset the normal order 3-5-7. Now look at the C.O. of row 10 
and compare with the C.O. 'o f  rounds. You will see that 213578642 
lias become 257318642. You will notice (a) that the C.O. of 8642 
remains unchanged: (b) that the treble has moved three steps in 
C.O., viz., to the third lead head after rounds of Bob Major 17856342: 
(c) that the 3rd has crossed over the 5th and 7th in C.O., i.e., it has 
made a B.S. (To be continued.)______________________

A  W A N D E R E R  A B R O A D .
(Continued from previous page.)

So ‘ Thank you,’ Mr. McNeil, and ‘ Thank you,’ Yicar, for allowing 
us to practise «>ur ancient art with you.

Before closing, one word about the people of Durban. They are 
wonderful and most kind to us all. Everybody is loyal and patriotic 
and they are eager for news of the mother country. We say ‘ Thank 
you ’ to them for a wonderful time.

Greetings to all readers of ‘ The Ringing World,’ and especially to 
mv colleagues at St. Mary’s, Kelvedon, and All Saints’ , Feering.

Let us hope we shall all soon be able to hear that peal which we 
are all so anxious to hear. R. W. PYE.

BELL ROPES
MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN FLAX. 
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT 

CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. ’Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, GRANTHAM

THE STANDARD METHODS
“ THE CAMBRIDGE GROUP.

\ Although the methods of the Cambridge group share 
general characteristics, they differ co^iderably in their 
individual qualities. Cambridge is more markedly sym
metrical than either Yorkshire or Pudsey, but does not 
retain the natural coursing order in the interior of the 
lead, and is far more liable to internal falseness. For 
peal ringing it is the least musical of the three.

Yorkshire S. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7
1 2 4 6 3 8 5 7  
2 1 6 4 8 3 7 5

2 6 1 4 3 8 5 7
6 2 4 1 8 3 7 5
2 6 1 4 8 7 3 5
6 2 4 1 7 8 5 3

6 4 2 7 1 8 3 5
4 6 7 2 8 1 5 3
4 6 2 7 1 8 3 5
6 4 7 2 8 1 5 3 ,

4 6 7 . 8 2  5 1 3 

6 4 8 7 5 2 3 1 
6 8 4 7 2 5 1 3  
8 6 7 4 5 2 3  1

6 8 4 7 2 5 3 1
8 6 7 4 5 2 1 3

' 8 7 6 4 2 5 3 1
7 8 4 6 5 2 1 3

8 7 4 5 6 1 2 3 
7 8 5 4 1 6 3 2  
7 8 4 5 6 1 2 3  
8 7 5 4 1 6 3 2

8 5 7 1 4 6 2 3 
5 8 1 7 6 4 3 2  

8 5 7 1 6 3 4 2 
5 8 1 7 3 6 2 4

5 1 8 7 6 3 4 2  

1 5 7 8*3 6 2 4  
5 1 7 3 8 2 6 4  
1 5 3 7 2 8 4 6

1 5 7 3 8 2 6 4

Pudsey S. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  
2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7  
1 2 3 4 6 8 5 7
2 1 4 3 8 6 7 5

2 4 1 8 3 6 5 7
4 2 8 1 6 3 7 5
4 2 1 8 3 6 5 7
2 4 8 1 6 3 7 5

4 2 8 6 1 7 3 5
2 4 6 8 7 1 5 3
2 6 4 8 1 7 3 5
6 2 8 4 7 1 5 3

2 6 4 8 7 5 1 3
6 2 8 4 5 7 3 1
6 8 2 5 4 7 1 3
8 6 5 2 7 4 3 1

6 8 2 5 4 7 3 1
8 6 5 2 7 4 1 3
8 5 6 7 2 4 3 1
5 8 7 6 4 2 1 3

8 5 6 7 4 1 2 3
5 8 7 6 1 4 3 2
5 7 8 6 4 1 2 3
7 5 6 8 1 4 3 2

5 7 6 1 8 3 4 2
7 5 1 6 3 8 2 4
7 5 6 1 8 3 4 2
5 7 1 6 3 8 2 4

5 1 7 3 6 8 4 2
1 5 3 7 8 6 2 4
5 1 7 3 8 2 6 4
1 5 3 7 2 8 4 6

1 5 7 3 8 2 6 4
Pudsey is inferior to Yorkshire because, while in the 

latter the natural coursing order of the bells  ̂ is not 
broken above the treble, in the former it is retained for 
only a portion of the time. Below the treble, the natural 
coursing order is kept better than in Cambridge, but 
not so well as in Yorkshire.

Pudsey is comparatively free from internal falseness, 
more so than Yorkshire, and much more so than Cam
bridge. The first, third and fourth sections give a clear 
proof scale, but in the second two coursing bells make 
places together in 1-2. That produces the false course 
end B24365, with the incidence of the falseness in the 
third and fifth leads. For ordinary purposes the method 
has the same capacity for producing peals as Yorkshire, 
and compositions with the tenors together will apply to 
both alike. (To be continued.)
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N O T IC E S .
GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Chertsey Dis

trict.— A  meeting will be held at Chertsey on Saturday, 
Sept. 20th. Handbells from-3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. 
Tea in the Churchroom 5 p.m. The larger the attend
ance the more the officers will be pleased.— F. E. Haw
thorne, Hon. Sec., 39 , Queen’s Road, Thames Ditton.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— North and East District. 
— Next meeting will be held at St. Matthew’s, Upper 
Clapton, on Saturday, September 20th. Handbells avail
able 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. Bring your 
own sugar.— T. J. Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec.

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— The 
next meeting will be held at Uttoxeter on Saturday, Sep
tember 20th, at 3 p.m. Handbells available. Short ser
vice at 5 p.m. —  Andrew Thompson, 63 , Whitehouse 
Road, Cross Heath, Newcastle, Staffs.

W ORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA
TIO N .— Northern Branch.— Annual meeting ,at Clent 
(D.V.),-Saturday, September 20th. Bells (8) available for 
silent practice from 3 p.m. Short service 4.45 p.m. Tea
5.30 p.m. Business meeting for election of officers, etc., 
to follow, and usual evening arrangements. Outstanding 
subscriptions should be paid and reports obtained at this 
meeting.— Bernard C. Ashford, Sec., 9, Bowling Green 
Road, Stourbridge.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Fylde Branch.— A 
meeting will be held at St. Anne’s Parish Church on 
Saturday, September 20th. Business : Appointment of 
branch secretary in place of Mr. Sharpies, who is remov
ing back to Oswaldtwistle in the near future. A good 
attendance is desired.— C. Sharpies, 35, Berwick Road, 
Blackpool.

YORKSH IRE ASSOCIATION.— Western Division. 
— The quarterly meeting will be held at Heptonstall on 
Saturday, September 20th. Ramblers meet at Hebden 
Bridge Trackless Terminus at 3 o ’clock for walk to Hep
tonstall. Tea at Co-operative Cafe, Town Gate, at 4.30 
(as. 3d.). Business meeting in schools at 5.30. Hand
bells during the afternoon and evening. Subscriptions 
now due.— Frank Rayment, Greenhill Road, Bramley, 
Leeds.

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD. —  Guils- 
borough Branch. —  A meeting will be held at Long 
Buckby on Saturday, Sept. 20th. Bells (5) will be rung 
silent.— C. Green, Hon. Sec., Murcatt, Long Buckby.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YO U TH S.—  
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, Sept. 27th, 
at the Bell Foundry, 32-34, Whitechapel Road, E .i, 
at 3 p.m.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec., Branksome, Evers- 
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Annual meeting at 
Preston, Saturday, September 27th. Handbells in vestry 
and ringing room. Service at 4 p.m. Tea in school after 
at is. gd. each to those only who send in their names to 
Mr. C. Crossthwaite, 114, Oxford Street, Preston, not 
later than Wednesday, the 24th. Meeting in the same 
school afterwards. W e hope as many as possible will 
try to attend.— W . H. Shuker and T. Wilson, Hon. Secs.

M IDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.— South and W est District.
•— A meeting will be held at Heston on Saturday, Septem
ber 27th. Tea at the Westbrook Memorial Hall, is. 8d. 
per head. Hall available from 2 p.m. As it has been

necessary to guarantee an attendance of 20 for tea, it is 
very much hoped the attendance will be a good one. 
Notice for tea must be sent to Mr. H. C. Chandler, 
44 , New Heston Road, Hounslow, not later than Sept 
25th. Handbells available. Reports ready. Subscrip
tions due. —  J. E. Lewis Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec., 16 , 
St. Stephen’s Road, Ealing, W .13.

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Eastern Dis
trict.— A meeting will be held at Broxborne (8 bells, 
silent) on Saturday, September 27th, at 3 p3n. Handbells 
available. Tea at the Welcome Cafe, near church. All 
are welcome. Please come.— A. Laurence, 6, W est Gold
ings, Hatfield.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—  
A district meeting will be held at Bradfield on Saturday, 
September 27th. Handbells available at 2.30 p.m., most 
probably in the Village Hall. Service at 4 p.m. .Tea and 
business meeting in the Village Hall. Owing to catering 
difficulties, those intending to be present must bring their 
own teas for all meetings while the war lasts. This 
parish is clear of the defence area, provided people travel 
via the Harwich Road from Colchester and enter Mistley 
end of the village. There is a good bus and rail service. 
— Leslie Wright, Hon. Dis. Sec.

NO RW ICH  DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.— A meet
ing will be held at Diss on Saturday, September 27th. 
Tower bells (silent), if possible, 2.15 p.m. Service 4 p.m. 
Tea at the Coffee Tavern 4.45 p.m. Please note change 
of date of meeting. Please.write Albert G. Harrison, 10, 
Mount Pleasant, Diss, about numbers for tea.— Rev. A. 
G. G. Thurlow, Gen. Sec., 52, The Close, Norwich.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT SOCIETY— The next 
meeting will be held at St. Chad’s, Headingley,-on Satur
day, Sept. 27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. in the Parish 
Room (Vicarage, side entrance). Business meeting
4.30 p.m. Tea can be obtained near the church. A 
good muster is desired.— H. Lofthouse, Hon. Sec., 8, 
Wortley Road, Leeds, 12.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A SSO C IA T IO N .— Meeting 
at the Studios, Falconer Road, Bushey, Saturday, Sept. 
27th. Handbells from 3 p.m. Tea 5 p.m. All welcome. 
— H. G. Cashmore, 24, Muriel Avenue, Watford.

ST. M AR TIN’S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755). —  Quarterly meet
ing will be held at the Parish, Church, Edgbaston, Birm
ingham, on Saturday, Oct. 4th. Silent practice on tower 
bells from 3.30  to 4 .3 0 ; short service 4 .3 0 ; tea 5 . 15 . 
Business meeting and handbell ringing to follow. All re
quiring tea must notify by Oct. 1st at latest. —  T. H. 
Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birm
ingham, 11.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Tonbridge Dis
trict.— The annual meeting will be held at Tonbridge on 
Saturday, Oct. 4th. Further announcement next week. 
— T. Saunders, Peckham Bush, Paddock Wood.

M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S A SSO C IA T IO N . —  A 
special general meeting will be held at St. Margaret’s, 
Leicester, on Saturday, October 4th, in conjunction with 
local meeting. All committee members who can are 
urgently requested to attend. Financial matters will be 
discussed. Meet in Church Vestry 4 p.m.— Ernest Morris, 
Gen. Hon. Sec., 24, Coventry Street, Leicester.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, j— The address of Mr. 
Albert G. Harrison is now 10, Mount Pleasant, Diss, 
Norfolk.
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The Central Council Publications
TO P I B E  ^ O B T A I N  E D  POST>> iF R E E 'i  

f r o m  th e  
R e v. E . S . P O W E L L , S t a v e r t o n  V ic a ra g e , D a v e n t r y

». d.
OOLLBOTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BsU Treble

Dominated Methods) .................................................................  9
COLLECTION O F ’ PEALS—Section II. (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford Bob) ... .................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III. (Double Norwich) ... 9 
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..........................  ... 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE W^TH S.P.A.B..............................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF

BELLS ................................................................................................  U
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ........... 3

Cambridge Surprise Major ...........'  ... 2
. Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3

Bristol Surprise Major ..........................  2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS ........... 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION .......................................... 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New

Edition) ... ... ................................................. % ...........................  2  O
-- -------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------■ ■ •

The Jasper Snowdon Series
REVISED PRICES.

' ROPE-SIGHT,’ It. lOd.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

‘ GRANDSIRE,’ 2s. lOd.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on 
fire bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

‘ STANDARD METHODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
' 8TEDMAN,’ 2s. lOd. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope. 

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method 
on 5 to H  bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 

‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. lOd.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.
‘ SURPRISE METHODS.' 2s. lOd. A book by the late Rev. O. D. P. 

Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from 
M i B B  M A R G A R E T  E ,  S N O W D O N  
W o o d la n d s , N e w b y  B r id g e , U lv e r s to n , L a n c e

P U B L IC A T IO N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or Bs. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I* Roe and M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

_

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POWELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 7 9  
(6 copies for 1 5  /-), 6 bell edition sewn, paper coders, 64pp.,

1 / 2  (6 copies for 6 /-). ^
O b tainable only p o st free  fro m  Rev. E. 8 . POWELL, 

8 ta v er to n  V loarage, near Daventry,

‘THE WORLD’S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON STRETCtUNC
E a t. 1 8 * 0  -■ - - . - l—  Tal> M O O

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes)  Ltd .
LOUGHBOROUGH

------- • .
O raar y o u r  Bell R opes n ow , b e fo re  p rices In crea se , 
p r e -w a r  q u ality , and sen d  us y o u r  old Bell Ropea  

to r  rep airs w h ilst n o t in u se .

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

R IN G IN G  M A T S  A N D  B E L L  M U F F L E R S

Suitable for Presentation or 
Wedding Gift

Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g s & ,  la  Solid Silver

Diameter 2*in 2iin, Slim. 3iin. tin. <|in. 6in. 5tfn 
Prioe 1 8 /8  2 2 /6  2 8 /8  3 3 /8  4 2 /-  5 2 /8  8 7 /8  7 8 /8

The 6in. size is also made to hold 50 cigarettes.
Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optioian
Telephone 276 A V O K I N C i

SMITH of DERBY
for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven
Makers ofjmany famous clocks, in
cluding St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 

and throughout the world.
John S m ith  & S on s, M idland Clook W ork s, 

D erby, Ltd.
H ead Office and W o rk s , Queen S t., Derby
T el. No. D E R B Y  4 5 5 8 9  Grams. C L O C K S , D E R B Y

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice F ret

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press, Ltd., Guild
ford, and Published bv the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Breams 
Buildings/ London, E.C.4.
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