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A PROBLEM IN COMPOSITION.

The two peals of Spliced Surprise Major by Mr.
Joseph W . Parker which we lately published are not
only a very welcome reminder that his hand has not
lost its cunning, but are proof that the problems of
theoretic ringing are almost inexhaustible. Half a
century ago it was commonly said that the composition
of peals was worked out; so many men had been at the
job that there wa” nothing left for anyone to do. Even
so clever a man as Sir Arthur Heywood stated publicly
that only one problem in the science of ringing (a seven-
part peal of Stedman Triples) remained to be solved.

Had it been so, we should have been in a sorry case. 4
for the intellectual efforts of our leading composers are
among the most potent of the forces which keep the avt
alive. * -

The vailue of what they do is not to be measured by the
use to which their work can be put. Whether Mr.
Parker’s peals are rung or not does not greatly matter;
what does matter is the evidence they afford of the scope
the science of ringing gives for the highest intellectual
gifts, and that the Exercise contains the men who have
them.

Mr. Parker, by reason of his age and attainments,
shares with Mr. Gabriel Lindoff the foremost place
among living composers, but fortunately they do not
stand alone. Mr. Pitman was the first to develop the
idea of splicing Surprise Major methods on the plan in-
troduced by Henry Law James, and hard on his heels
have c«me younger tnen, Ernest Turner and Harold
Cashmore.

It does not seem so very long ago when, at the Cen-
tral Council’s meeting in the Chapter House, at Salis-
bury, the question of ringing more than one Surprise
Major method in a peal was first debated. A proposal
had been made to attempt to ring four separate quarter
peals of the four standard methods. Would the Council
sanction such a thing? The idea rather 'shocked some
of the older memberj. ‘ You are proposing to violate
the fundamental principle on which all ringing is based,
that of truth.” So said C. D. P. Davies, and not a few
agreed with him. Others said, ‘' Ring the four methods
if you like, but ring them as a true peal,’ but that was
just what everyone thought could never be done. Then
Law James had his brilliant inspiration and produced
his peal in three-lead courses. It is 'justly entitled to
be called an epoch-making composition, for it laid open
a vast field for development in'actual ringing, and though
it is itself likely to be superseded, its effect will be last-
ing.

~Continued on page 266.)
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Spliced ringing has come to stay, but old prejudices
die hard, and there are still people who object to it on
the grounds that somfe bells (usually the tenors) do not
ring the full courses. Already that objection has been
partially answered. Peals have been rung which have in-
cluded full courses of some of the methods, and Mr.
Parker has succeeded .in introducing full courses of as
many as five. So far no peal has been composed in the
four standard methods which contains a full course of
each of them. Though it may seem strange to the
uninitiated, it is a harder job with these four alone than
when Rutland is added to them tp make a fifth. Perhaps
the problem will remain insoluble, but it will not be for
want of trying.

HANDBELL PEALS.

HEYINGHAM, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, May 23, 1941, in Two Hours and Thirty-Eight Minutes,
At Mr. Walter C. Medler’'s House,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 50M CHANGES)
Tenor _size 15 in B.
Albert Rought 1-2 1 F. Notan Golden
Jack N. A. Pdmphrev... 34 JWaitter C. Medler
Composed and Conilucted by F. Notan Golden.

BUSHEY, HERTFORDSHIRE.
THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, May 26, 1941, in Two Hours and Twelve Minutes,
At the Royal Masonic Junior School,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANCES;
Tenor size 14 in D.
1-2 1 Ernest C. S. Turner
3-4 | Edwin Jennings

C hristopher W. Woolley

Edwin A. Barnbtt

Composedly Edgar W ightman (C.C. Collection No. 139)
Conducted by Ernest C. S. Turner.

SWINDON, WILTS.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, May 30,1941, in Two Hours and Forty-Eight Minutes;
At 81, County Road,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANGES;
Tenor size 15 in C.
i?2 1 JW. Bertram Kynaston ... 56
. 34 |{Rev.M.C. C. Melville 7-8
Composed by W. Harrison, Conducted by Rev.M.C.C. Melville

*  First peal of Major, t First, peal ‘in hand. J First peal 'in
hand ' on eight bells. First peal of Major as conductor.

elvor C. N. Bell
tiACK S. Roberts

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD
EFFORT TO KEEP UP MEMBERSHIP.

The annual meeting of the Northern Branch of the Lincoln Diocesan
Guild was held at Gainsborough on Saturday, May 24th. Twenty-one
members attended, which, under present conditions, was considered
very .good. Six silent’ bells were ‘rung ' during the afternoon and
evening, those taking part very much enjoying the feel of the ropes
again.

A short service was conducted by the Vicar (Canon Whitworth),
who, in his address, congratulated the members on their efforts to
carry on now that no ringing can be done.

The business meeting was presided over by the Guild Ringing Master.
Mr. Rupert Richardson.

The members stood a moment in silence wben Mr. F. S. W. Butler
touchmgly referred to the death of tie })resident, the Ven. Arch-
deacon Parry.

The hon. secretary gave a brief account of what had been done
during 1940, together with the approximate financial position.

Canon Marsden, Vicar of Grimsby, was unanimously elected presi-
dent, the remaining officers being re-elected.

It was decided to hold a half-yearly meeting at Willineham-bv-
Stow on August Sth. 6

Several suggestions were put forward as to how best to keep the
members together in these difficult times, and it was agreed that a
big effort should be made to keep up the membership total.

The meeting concluded with votes of thanks to all who had helped
with the arrangements and to Mr. Richardson for presiding.
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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.

THE PEAL «COLLECTIONS.
(Continued from page 256.)

The peals of Grandsire Caters and Cinques had been
collected by Arthur Knights, and evidently "were printed
just as h~'sent them in. Davies and Carpenter had
carefully corrected the proofs of their own figures, but
apparently they never troubled whether Knights' were
corrected or riot, or (as is most likely), they left the
job to Dains. The result was 39 bad mi~akes Jn the
figures of 114 peals. That rendered the whole thing
valueless, for, of course, unless a conductor can have
absolute confidence that the figures are accurate and
true, no collection; is of any use to him.

The figures were given without any particular arrange-
ment, and in any case there is a sameness about peals of
Grandsire Caters which makes a collection of them very
uninteresting to the average ringer.

The second collection appeared in 1904, and dealt with
Plain Bob and Double Oxford Bob. | was the collector
for the-former, and J. Holme Pilkington for the latter.

Holme Pilkington was the Rector”™of Framlingham in
Suffolk. He learnt to ring rather late in life, and rang
no more than a few peals in the simpler methods, but he
had some distinction as a composer of Bob Major. For
three years he represented the Norwich Diocesan Asso-
ciation on the Central Council. His collection of peals of
Double Oxford was a small one, numbering no more than
~twenty-eight, but it was an excellent one and quite suffi-
cient. Almost every peal is one which a conductor might
now choose to call, and that is a good test of the valud of
a collection. Thirteen bear Heywood’'s name, for his
band at Duffield had extensively practised the method.
Some can hardly stand any test of originality, for they
were merely adaptations of peals in other methods, and
a good example is one which bears my name and is only
the old twenty-seven courses adapted to short courses.
It has appeared over many names in many methods from
the timp of John Reeves. Pilkington pointed out that
some of the peals may have been adaptations, but he did
not attempt to decide the question. One of Heywood's
peals was a 7,008, which he had rung as the longest in
the method. It is false. Dains added a peal of his own,
also false, and so are one or two that he added to the
Plain Bob.

The proof reading of the book again was bad, and
there are many mistakes for which the committee were
responsible.

Looking back after forty years | may perhaps be
allowed to use my work as the collector of the Bob
Major peals for an illustration of the difficulties of mak-
ing a good collection and as a warning for the future.

| had studied the composition of Bob Major fairly
deeply, and knew pretty well what the method was cap-
able of. The majority of the best'composers rather
despised it as being too simple for their serious notice.
As | have already mentioned, | had made a very fair
collection of peals and a large numbet* of others were
sent me by various people. When the book was due for
printing Davies asked me to m#ke a selection, which
most people then thought, and many probably would
still think, was quite an easy thing to do. If the col-
lection was to number a couple of hundred peals, all
that was necessary (so it would seem) was to pick out
the best couple of hundred and send them in.
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But it was not nearly so simple as that. There were
several ways of choosing the peals. Those selected
might be the ones most suitable for the conductor’s use,
or they might fye the clevefest from the composer’s point
of view, (X they might be those which best represented
what the method is capable of—simple and complex—
or | could have allotted the available space among the
men who had sent in figures, and given their peals
roughly in proportion to the number they had provided.
Whichever way it was done, it was sure, in the par-
ticular circumstances, to cause some dissatisfaction.

Throughout the history of the Exercise we find
examples of the men who have written text books being
faced consciously or wunconsciously with similar diffi-
culties. On the one hand they wished to give the best
in their books, on the other they wished to figure as
clever composers and the two interests clash. The
Clavis avoided the difficulty best of all. Almost all the
compositions in it are by John Reeves, one <of three
authors, but his claim 'to them is generally asserted in
the preface and no name is given below the actual
figures! Shipway put names to all the peals, his own
included, and so created the impression that he was try-
ing to advertise his skill. Sottanstall and others car-
ried it much further, and actually did harm to their re-
putations. Both Shipway and Sottanstall did compose
really fine peals, but readers are more apt to remember
that they passed off variations of older peals as their
own than to give- them the credit they fairly earned by
their genuine work. Jasper Snowdon did not-attempt
to be a composer, and for that reason was the better
author.

The selection | made was intended to represent the
best the method could produce and to illustrate its his-
tory. Looking back now with complete detachment, |
think it was quite a good selection.

‘It appeared in the book not quite as | sent it in, for
Davies altered the arrangement, and Dains added one
or two peals. When | saw it in priat | was disap-
pointed. | did not like the arrangement, there were too
many mistakes in proof reading, and my name appeared
at the foot of too many peals. Out of 191 compositions,
35 were my own production, and naturally there were
people who said that | had exploited the Council’s pub-
lication for my own benefit. It was ndt really true, for
when | made the selection | waa more concerned to in-
clude the peals | thought necessary than to bother about
who had composed them, nor was the proportion of my
peals greater' than that of the collector in the other
methods.

I made up my mind then that never again would I- be
responsible for any selection of peals if names of com-
posers were added, for the rivalries between them were
so keen and the disputes as to ownership so many'that
it was almost impossible to judge £ composition ob-
jectively. It so happened, however, that | could not
keep to my resolution. When | prepared the 'Collection of
Plain Major Methods | worked out a number of suitable
peals for those methods for which none then existed,
and | wished to have them printed without any com-
poser's name; but Law James strongly objected and
insisted on initials being added— on the whole, | think,
a worse plan than giving full names.

My selection of peals of Bob Major was quite a good

one, but it was very little use as it was printed. After
(Continued on next page.)



263

THE RINGING WORLD. «

June 6th,- 1941.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.

(Continued from previous page.)
I sent it in | had no more to do with it. The committee

ought to have seen that it was printed without mistakes;
and if they had been up to their job they Ought to have
added explanatory letterpress, or got somebody to do
it for them. And they ought to have made sure that no
false peal was included in any publication for which they
were responsible. It is easy to be wise now after the
event, and the chief good these early collections: of peals
did was to show ws what mistakes we must avoid in any
future publications.

Just as the book was going to press Davies asked
me for some peals of Royal and Maximus. | had made
no collection of them and | had to supply some offhand.
For that part of the book there is little good to be said.

The third collection dealt with Double Norwich and
was a complete failure. The peals were badly collected,
badly selected, badly proved, badly arranged and badly
printed. Davies knew nothing about Major composi-
tion, and exercised no supervision; Dr. Carpenter was
hardly more interested; and Dains, on whom, as
both the collector for the method and a member of {he
committee, the work devolved, was the last man who
should have undertaken to prepare a book in all its
stages.

After this failure Davies asked me to join the com-
mittee and prepare the Treble Bob peals for the press.
I did so, and | had a long but fairly straightforward
task. Something had been learnt from past mistakes,
and there was Jasper Snowdon’'s book on Treble Bob
to serve as a model. | spent many hours bringing that
collection up to date. The number of peals that came
into my hands was enormous. 1 searched every avail-
able source, whether in print or in manuscript, and |
carefully edited and arranged the figures. The number
of the sections and sub-sections into which the peals
were grouped ran to many hundreds, and | wrote a long
descriptive introduction.

The intention had been to print another book, but it
began to be clear to everybody that there was no great
demand nor need for these collections of peals, and my
work never got into type. It was, however, not alto-
gether wasted. H. T. S. Richardson proved all the
peals (a very big job), Mrs. Fletcher typed them, and
the Council’s library’ now contains what is probably the
biggest and most complete collection of peals which will
ever be made for any one method. It is available for
the use of anyone who really needs such a collection.

Collectors had been appointed for all methods and a
great mass of peals of Stedman Triples and Caters, Sur-
prise Major, Duffield and others were sent to the com-
mittee. | came across the papers not long ago and,
after binding them roughly, handed them to the Coun-
cil’s librarian. The manuscripts have historical in-
terest, some beinf® autographed copies of compositions
by leading =composers like Heywood, Bulwer, Arthur
Knights and others, but the peals, if published,lwould
not have been of much use to-day. Almost all the Sted-
man Caters, for instance, are old-fashioned all-tittum
peals.

The attempt to make and publish complete collections
of peals was an important part of the Council’'s early
activities and that must be my excuse for dealing so
fully with the matter.

WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
SATISFACTORY ANNUAL MEETING.

Office of Clerical Secretary Left Vacant.

The facts that Worcester is so fully ‘ occupied ' that a room could
hardly be found available for handbell ringing, and that no catering
establishment could undertake any arrangement for tea, did not
detract from quite a good attendance at the annual meeting of the
Worcestershire and Districts Association on Saturday, May 17tli. A
total of 43 members was present at the business meeting, including
visitors from Cheltenham, Bristol and one in khaki from Chichester,
while others *looked in’ during the course of the evening.

In the absence of the president (the Dean of Worcester), who had
a priof engag™nent, the Master, Mr. S. T. Holt, presided over the
meeting, held in the Chapter House.

The report and balance sheet were adopted, Mr. E. E. Barber,
auditor, referring to the satisfactory total of the association’s funds.
* The librarian (Mr. C. W. Cooper) itgain reported a very quiet year.
Only three applications for six bpoks were made, and members were
again reminded of the facilities provided for books on loan and were
urged to put the library to better use.

The librarian said he had received from the relatives of the late
Mr. Harry Ma6on, of Hagley, a complete set of the association reports
from its foundation, and these, beautifully bound, were on view.
Enquiries revealing he had had these bound at his own expense, a
very hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. Cooper for his generosity,
while the secretary was instructed to write a letter of thanks to Mr.
Mason’s relatives.

In passing, it may be remarked that this is at- present the only
complete set of reports of the Worcestershire Association known to
be in existence, a second set already in the library being short of
the years 1911-12. Theft should be easily obtainable, but of the series
in the general secretary’s possession, and despite efforts to obtain
it, the report for 1886 is missing. It will be appreciated if any mem-
ber knowing of the existence of a copy will Communicate with the
secretary.

The Dean of Worcester was re-elected president, and a discussion
arose on the election of a clerical secretary, the office being vacant
through the death of the Rev. G. W. Webb. No name was forth-
coming, and it was eventually decided to lea.ve this office vacant for the
moment.

All the remaining officers were re-elected en bloc, and a vote of
thanks to them for their services was supported by several speakers.

It was decided that the Master should arrange for the annual peal
to be rung on handbells, and Worcester was again chosen (D.V.) for
the next annual meeting.

Two new performing members were unanimously elected—Miss Janet
Peat and Miss Christine Richardson, aged 11 years (daughter of the
late Rev. H. S. T. Richardson), both of the Malvern Abbey School
Guild. In presenting these names for election, the secretary read a
letter from Miss Monica Richardson, the moving spirit of the Guild,
stating these young ringers had both rung several 720's of Minor, and
touches of Grandsire and Bob Major on handbells, and that the Guild
were now practising Oxford Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

On the proposition of Mr. W. C. Dowding, it was decided that the
secretary should write to Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, expressing the associa-
tion’s sympathy with him in his illness and expressing the sincere
hope for a speedy return to his normal health and activities. Mr.
Goldsmith’s work for the Exercise could not be measured, and the
speaker appealed for a wider and more individual support for ‘The
Ringing World,” and so relieve the Editor of some of his difficulties.

Tne meeting decided that, the cost of tea at the annual meetings
for the duration of war be Tdrne by the members themselves.

A vote of thanks to the Dean and Chapter for the use of the
Cliapter House concluded the business.

The members, later attended choral evensong in the Cathedral,
following which the disappearance of the Master led to the supposi-
tion that he was exerting pressure and undue influence to obtain a
room, for handbells. In this he was eventually successful, and the
ringing ranged from tunes and Grandsire Doubles, a la *Skinny
Lizzie,’ to Treble Bob Major and Stedman Caters.

MIDLAND CHURCHES DAMAGED.
RINGERS LOSE THEIR HOMES.

In a recent blitz on a Midland town another well-known church
was destroyed by incendiaries, while a high explosive bomb of heavy
calibre fell in the churchyard outside the south wall, making a huge
crater and demolished everything except the tower, which, however,
is cracked from top to bottom.

The Vicaragc and Parish Hall were also badly damaged by blast,
as also was tlie home of Mr. J. E. Moreton, captain of the tower for
many years.

This is the ‘ home ' tower of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Beamish.
residence escaped damage except for one broken window.

The Parish Church of the same town was also, badly damaged by
blast, but the extent of the injuries to this towET is not yet known.

The homes of two well-known ringers connected with this tower,
Messrs. T. W. Chapman and D. H. Argyle, were, we are sorry to
report, completely demolished, but both they and their families are.

1 happily, safe.

Their
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
LIVERPOOL BRANCH MEETING.

St. Nicholas’, the old Parish Church of Liverpool, has been burnt
out and destroyed by enemy action, but, happily, the tower still
stands, and there on Saturday, May 24th, a meeting of the Liverpool
Branch of the Lancashire Association was held.

A good number of members attended, the front eight bells Were
used with tied clappers and several touches were rung on the hand-
bells. The president (the Rov. Arthur Scott) was a welcome visitor
and he took the chair at the meeting. In his address he expressed
his pleasure at beirig present and congratulated the branch on hold-
ing the meetings and on their efforts to keep the association’s flag
flying.

The secretary said he had received a letter from the Rector of
Liverpool (the Rev. D. Railton) saying thkt he was going away for
a time. He is suffering from a severe internal injury and it is hoped
that a few weeks' rest will bring him freedom from pain. The meet-
ing extended to him their sympathy in his illness.

It was reported that Mr. E. Gibbins had recently .celebrated his
golden wedding jubilee. He had written a letter thanking the mem-
bers of the branch for their congratulations on the occasion.

It gave the meeting much pleasure to hear that Mr. J. S. Goldsmith
had left hospital for home, and hopes were ex”~essed that he was
completely restored to health. It was moved and seconded that
letters of sympathy should be sent to the Rector of St. Mary-on-tlie-
Hill, Walton, and to the Vicar of St. Luke's, Liverpool. Both these
churches with their bells have been destroyed in recent air laids.

After some discussion it was decided to hold the next meeting at
St. Nicholas’. It will*be the third meeting there this year. The
advantages of a central meeting place were pointed out while travel-
Iinsg is so'difficult. .

upporting the president were the Rev. D. P. Roberts and the
hon. treasurer, Mr. C. |. Davies. The towers represented were BeBing-
tori, Bootle, Huyton, Oxton, Rock Ferry, Southport, Woolton, Orms-
kirk, Prescot and Liverpool (St. Nicholas’). Altogether it was a very
representative meeting.

HANDBELLS IN A MOTOR-CAR.

Handbells have been rung in many queer places, and peals and
quarter-peals have been brought round in trains, charabancs, on
ocean liners and even in bed. Not many quarter-peals, however, can
have been rung in the confined space of a private motor-car, but on
Saturday week, while travelling betw'een Swindon, WIlts, and Ciren-
cester, Glos, a distance of Ifi miles, a djuarter-peal of Grandsire Doubles
was rung by the following : Ivor Bell 1-2 and Jack Roberts 3-4, in
the back seat; Dennis Smout 5-6, in-the front seat.’ The Rev. Malcolm
Melville was both driver and conductor.

THE RINGING WORLD.

269

MR. DRAKE AND BACKWARD HUNTING.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,*— rather wonder whether Mr. Drake knows what people
are referring to when they speak of backward hunting. It is pretty
evident he does not, and, therefore, it seems futile for him to argue
whether it is properly named or not. However, here is a test. Will
he answer this question P The work of the.second in a plain course
of London Surprise: which part of it is-what we call forwaid hunt-
ing, and which part is what we call backward hunting?

He sayi | maae no attempt to answer parts of his letter. That is
true, but the reason was not because they were incontrovertible, but
because they were beside the point. Actually his letter is full of
errors, and two of them show how little he really has understood the
subject. He says that what he calls contrary motion goes On until
there is a snapping blow, or some odd number of places are made,
when ordinary motion will supervene and the. rows be inverted.
Actually on any even number of bells there must be an even number
of places at every change; and there can never be an odd number
(nought counts as an even number). And on any (Jdd number of bells
there must, be an odd number of places in every change, and there
can never be an even number.

Also instead of it being impossible for one bell to be hunting for-
ward at the same time others are hunting backward (as he asserts),

that is the only way changed are produced or can be produced.
J. A. TROLLOPE.

SPLICED SURPRISE MAJOR.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Please allow me to congratulate Mr. J. W. Parker on
obtaining his composition- of Spliced Surprise Major in five methods
containing a full course of each method.

As kindly pointed out by Mr. E. C. S. Turner, | did some work in
this direction a few years ago and produced a composition on a
similar plan in the four methods, London, Rutland, Cambridge and
Superlative As regards London, Bristol, Cambridge and Superlative,
I had not completed my investigations when other matters claimed
my attention, and through lack of time chiefly I have not since taken
the matter up.

Seeing that others are interested in the matter, there is no doubt
one will be obtained in the latter in fou# methods:lsg.

PITMAN.
40, Pentyla, Aberavon, Port Talbot.

HUGHENDEN, BUCKS.—On Saturday, May 10th, in Hughenden
belfry, a quarter-peal of Bob Major (1,280 changes) in 37 minutes : H.
Wingrove (conductor) 1-2, Miss D. R. Fletcher 3-4, R. Lee 56, Miss
V. Look (first quarter-peal ‘in hand’) 7-8. n

LOUGHBOROUGH

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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THE EDITOR’S MESSAGE

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF WIDESPREAD SYMPATHY.

The first words | write for ‘ The Ringing World,” after returning
home from hospital and so long an enforced absence from the editorial
chair, must be to express my deep and heartfelt thanks to all those
hundreds of ringers throughout the country who have sent me mes-
sages of sympathy in my illness and their good wishes for my recovery.

It is in times of adversity that one finds one's truest friends, and
the widespread and wonderful display of kindly thought that has
been exhibited towards me during the trying ordeal through which
| have passed has been a revelation and on6 of the greatest sources
of encouragement.

I regret sincerely that it will be a physical impossibility for me to
reply individually to the innumerable letters and messages | have
received, and | trust that all who have written will accept, through
this channel, my warmest thanks for their sympathy and kindly
wishes, which have cheered me through many dark hours and helped
me back to the stage of convalescence. These thanks are no formal
acknowledgment, but are as sincere as any that could be conveyed by
private letter. \%

After one hundred days in hospital and an illness so severe, the
period of recuperation is likely t> be fairly lengthy, and resumption
of normal duties may not be possible for a while yet, but I want
to assure all those who have shown such kindly interest that there is
every prospect of unimpeded progress to full recovery.

In the meantime, the task of carrying on ‘The Ringing World’
will continue to be in the capable hands of Mr. J. A. Trollope, to
whose ungrudging labours during the past months not only I, but the
wTiole Exercise, owe a debt of gratitude. Of that, however, | shall
have something to say on a future occasion. For the moment Mr.
Trollope is still carrying on.

J. S. GOLDSMITH, .Editor.

&ELFRY GOSSIP.

The handbell party which lias been meeting at Aldershot will lose
heavily by the departure, which has now taken place, of Sergt. John
Freeman, who, in happier times, is, like his father and brother, a
member of Lincoln Cathedral band. During bis stay in the south
Sergt Freeman has conducted several handbell peals/ including a
recent one of Stedman Caters. s

The wedding of Mr. N. M. Newby, hon. secretary of the Furness
and Lake District Branch of the Lancashire Association, and Miss
S. E. Postlethwaite, of Swalkmoor, took place on Whitsun Tuesday.
They will have the best wishes of all the association members and
there may be a wedding peal in the future.

At Taunton the local band are carrying on by holding handbell
practices every Monday evenpig at St. James’. With the assistance of
Mr. T. H. Taffender, who is staying in the neighbourhood, they have
rung Stedman Triples and Caters, Grandsire Triples and Caters and
Bob Major. Mr. W. H. Lloyd is the organiser.

'I(;helaggciety for the Archdeaconry of Stafford was formed on June

The first twelve-ibell peal in Birmingham, one of 5,324 Grandsire
Cinques, was rung on June 3rd, 1773, at St. Martin’s.

John W Taylor, of the famous Loughborough bell foundry, died
on June 4th, 1919.

On June 4th, 1762, the ten bells at St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside, were
rung for the first time.

On the same date in 1898 Holt's Original was rung non-conducted
at St. John’s, Waterloo Road.

The Suffolk men rang Day’s long peal of Treble Bob Major at
Debenham on June 6th, 1892, and on June 8tli, 1906, the Lancashire
r%egoobeat it at Mottram. The numbers of changes were 16,608 and

The record peal of Bob Major, 18,144 changes, was rung at Ben-
niUton’ Hertfordsllire» on June 5th 1933. Mr. S. Carter conducted.

The first peal of St. Blaise Surprise Major*was rung at Gmldford
on June 8th, 1927.

What was, we belleve, the first double-handed peal of Mlnor on
handbells in seven methods was rung on June 3rd, 1891, at St. Alban*
and conducted by Mr. John Christopher Mitchell. It contained York-
shire Court, for nobody knew then and for some time afterwards that
the method will not produce a true 720.

Fifty years ago to-day nine peals were rung. They'consisted of
Grandswe Trhples 3, Caters 1, Bob Major 2, Kent Treble Bob Major 1,
Oxford 1 Minor 1

CHURCH BELLS AND INVASION.
The leaflet giving instructions to the public in the event of invasion,

which has this week been dlstrlbuted throughout the country, con-
tains the following paragraph
7. Wlief does it mean when the church bells are rung? It is a

warning to the local garrison that troops have been seen landing from
the air in the neighbourhood of the church in question. Church
bells will not be rung all over the country as a general warning that
invasion has taken place. The ringing of church hells in one place
will not be, taken up in neighbouring churches. |
We were able to give details of this extract several weeks ago.
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FORTY YEARS ON.

RECOLLECTIONS OF A MEMORABLE
VISIT.

Hitherto Unpublished Sidelights.

Two paragraphs in *Belfry Gossip ' last week are another reminder
of the flight of time. They recalled tifat 40 years ago ‘J. S. Gold-
smith conducted the first peaj in a Surprise method ever rung out of
England,’ and that the first peal rung on the sea,was completed
between Ireland and Wales.,

It doesn’'t seem 40 vears ago that that memorable trip to Ireland
was made, and | still have nappy recollections of some of the inci-
dents of those five hectic days. In these times of enforced inactivity,
therefore, it may not be out of place to recall some of the sidelights
(which, as far as | remember, have not hitherto appeared in print)
as well as the main objectives of that visit, although, naturally, they
can only be viewed through the mists of time.

Exactly how the trip came to be arranged | do not now precisely
recollect, but—he will correct me if I am wrong—I believe Bill Barber
(now so long ; of Newcastle ') had been working in Dublin, whither
Gabriel Lindoff went to take charge of the new St. Patrick’6 Cathedral
bells, and as a result, on Bill's return to England, a peal ringing
visit to Erin was discussed and eventually took shape at Whitsun,
1901. | was fortunate enough to be invited to be cne of the party.
I was easily the junior of the company, and.almost a pygmy among
ringing giants—William, Ernest and Bob Pye, William Barber,
William Short, Isaac Shade, James George, names to conjure with
even in those days, and John Buffery, who had much earliermade a
name in Birmingham.

It was the first occasion on which I had met the Pyes, and | met
them at three o’clock in the morning in the uncomfortable third-class
cabin of the cross-channel steamer. | had reached Holyhead with
the other two Bills some hour or two ahead of the London boat train,
and we had tried to doze on the hard wooden seats of the cabin.
Under the circumstances the dozing was, to say the least, fitful, and
the London contingent, haying searched us put aboard, found at least
one owl-like traveller awaiting them. Later that day on arrival in
Dublin we were a lot of very tired travellers, and | have recollections
of some of us trying to snatch a little sleep on the hard boards up
in St. Patrick’s ringing' chamber—but those who have tried that sort
of nap know how difficult it is.

However, by evening we were ready for the fray, and in 3 hours
51 minutes rang a peal of Kent Treble Bob Royal at St. Patrick’s,
with a 45 cwt. tenor [there were only ten bells at St. Patrick’s then
and for many years after). This peal was recorded as ' the first peal
of Treble Bob Royal fung out of Great Britain.’” And thereby hang*

IRISH

AN UNDISPUTED CLAIM.

A few years before therfe had been two incidents; one concerned a
peal of Treble Ten at the opening of St. Patrick’s bells in 1897 and
was spoken of with almost bated breath, because, in the first place,
there were men in the peal whose honesty was above suspicion, and,
secondly, those who spoke of it seemed not quite sure of the facts.
The second incident had occurred in 1899; it was the dispute over
the 17,000 of Double Norwich Major at Kidlington. Both peals had
been' conducted by James W. Washbrook, who, at the time of our
Irish visit, had oecome custodian and instructor at Arklow, Co.
Wicklow, which church we hoped to visit. 0

Now the story about the Treble Ten at St. Patrick’s was that the
peal, as rung, was false. It was described in the official recording
as a composition by Henry Johnson, but something must have hap-
pened in the calling to send the bells astray. They rolled home all
right, but one man, at least, in the band observed that the peal,
which had. begun with a bob Wrong and thus with the whole plain
course, had finished with a bob Middle, which produced the plain
course again. How far this had been a ‘wangle,’ arising originally
out of a mistake, or how far it was one of those acts of mental
carelessness to which* Washbrook, one of the greatest conductors of
all time, was known to be susceptible, remains, |
Eventually, however, it became known that the peal, as rung, was
not true. But the record was never withdrawn, at least up to the
time of our visit to Ireland, although | believe the conductor had
admitted the facts in a letter to someone who had challenged him
on the subject. Be that as it may, the claifn which we made to the
first peal of Treble Ten outside Great Britain was never disputed.

That peal was rung on the Friday night. On Saturday morning
five of the *brass hats * knocked off a peal of Stedman Caters on
handbells, and in the evening we rang a short-course peal of Stedman
Caters at Christ Church' Cathedral. For some of the ringers this latter
was tough going. The back-enders had their work cut out, and
Gabriel Lindoff stood by as spare man. He came up into the tower
at intervals to see how things were going, and on one visit brought
with him an orange. Bill Pye, on the ninth, had apparently got
thirsty. At an appropriate moment, when Bill's Nell was up at-back
stroke, he opened his mouth, and Gay popped in a bit of orange.
But he rather over-estimated the capacity of Bill's mouth, and it
seemed quite a while, during which everyone was ready to burst with
laughter, before Bill could snut his mouth again. It might have cost
us the peal.

believe, untold.
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A DIZZY STAIRCASE.

On Sunday afternoon we made an attempt for a peal of Stedman
Caters at the Roman Catholic Cathedral, but lost it for some reason
which | now forget. There are, or were, one or two curious features
about this tower, which was known as ‘'twenty-seven by twelve,” from
its dimensions. The ringing chamber was more than twice as long
as it was wide, and the ropes hung in straight lines along the walls,
five on one side, three on the other, with one at each end.

The ringing chamber was approached by a hair-raising iron spiral
staircase—at any rate it was hair-raising for those wlio were not used
to it. | have never visited the church since, but in my dreams I
have more than once climbed that endless spiral, and saved myself
by my eyebrows from falling from its dizzy height. The explanation
of the installation of this stairway, if 1 remember right, was that the
church was greeted, the tower carried up as a continuation of the
front of the building, the bells hung and the scaffolding dismantled
before it was realised that no staircase leading to the ringing cham-
ber had been provided. So the open iron spiral steps were carried up
from a gallery beneath the tower. | remember even now seeing one
very nervous ringer among the visitors negotiate the first part of the
downward journeys on his hands and knees, to the amusement of the
rest of the party—who had already reached safety at the bottom.

On Whit Monday we went to Arklow as gue6te of the newly-formed
Irish Association. It was a day of rare experiences. We attempted
a peal of Superlative in the morning, which, to my surprise, | was
asked to ball. | felt that no greater compliment could have been
paid to the junior .member of the party. But after an hour or so a
broken rope put an end to the peal. The ropes were fairly new; the
cause of the break was a mystery which we did not attempt to probe.

The Earl of Carysfort, upon whose estate the church was situated}
entertained the Irish Association that day to lunch, which was served
in a large rjhrquee. It was the association’s annual meeting and
the business was to follow lunch. Everyone was in the gayest of
spirits, and, as is the wont on such occasions of hospitality, there
were complimentary speeches and thanks. Then the company <*S
persed to enjoy ringing at the church and the beauty of the park
and gardens.

Too late it was realised that the whole purpose of the gathering,
which had brought ringers from manv parts of Ireland, had been
overlooked—the business meeting had been forgotten! 1 have never
heard how Gabriel Lindoff recorded th€ proceedings in the minutes,

TWO GREAT RINGERS BRIDGE A CHASM.

The day provided many surprises, but one incident might have
marred for us the whole visit. Happily it didn’t. We visitors had
had qualms beforehand, but the upshot brought a feeling of un-
qualified relief and satisfaction. It originated in the disputed Kidling-
ton peal rung two years before. The facts are open for all to read
who like to turn up the files of * The Bell News ' of the time, and the
two chief figures have passed on, so that there is no harm ip briefly
recalling what had happened. On April 3rd, 1899, at Erith, a band,
with William Pye as conductor, had set up a new Double Norwich
Major record; on May 22nd, James Washbrook called a longer length
at Kidlington. William Pye was a listener to that peal and imme-
diately the record was published he disputed -its validity on account
of some of the ringing and avowed that a certain course end had
been forced up.

This led to a bitter controversy and to the production of figures by
Washbrook, which Pye declared were, not those that were rung. The
affair left these two 'great ringers, to put it mildly, thoroughly
estranged. Now on this tour they would for the first time since the
dispute come face to face. What would be the reaction? That was
what troubled some of us. |

They met; they shook hands; they smiled—and all was well. After-
wards they rang handbells together and the chasm which had pre-
viously yawned Detween them was closed. Looking back, that meet-
ing, to those who knew how bitter had been the correspondence, was
a great gesture by two greet ringers and stands out in my mind as
a striking example to those who, even in these days, ftae ready to
nurse petty grievances in the belfry.

The following day was the last of our stay in Ireland and it was a
successful one. The Superlative was rung at Bray on one of the most
glorious rings of eight (the tenor is 30 cwt.) | have ever listened to.
The official record stated that | ‘ conducted’ the peal. It is true |
called the bobs, but ‘ conducting ' was unnecessary with a band which
consisted of John Buffery on the treble, William Short, George R.
Pye, lsaac G. Shade, William H. Barber, myself, Ernest Pye and
William Pye.

MINOR CONTRETEMPS.

In the evening, with Messrs. R. R. Cherry and Gabriel Lindoff, we
rang a peal of Stedman Caters at St. Patrick’s, Dublin. Mr. Cherry
was a member of the Bar and later became Lord Chief Justice of Ire-
land. He came back into ringing after more than 20 years’ absence when
St. Patrick’s bells were installed, having learned to ring in his native
Waterford and scored his first peal fchere iivi873. The peal of Sted-
man Caters and the conclusion of our successful visit naturally needed
celebration, and we were entertained at Mr. Cherry’'s home on College
Green. We English were a very tired crowd, more asleep than awake
by the time we were seated round the table, 60 nearly asleep indeed
that one (who shall still remain unnamed) put a plate of food upside-
down into \iis lap while he nodded over the cloth.

0 (Continued on next page.)
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(Continued from previous page.)

I, too, have to confess to an accident which has never been told

in print before. Into a glass containing claret | tried to direct
lemonade from a siphon. Alas, | had the angle of the glass wrong.
The force behind the lemonade shot the lot over our hostess, Mrs.
Cherry. Never have | wished more devoutly than at that moment
that the floor would open and swallow me. But, lady that she was,
Mrs. Cherry took the unfortunate contretemps in good part and
laughed it off.

Coming across the Irish Sea the next day the first peal on the sea
was rung—and there wasn’'t another until 1954 on the Mediterranean.
The Pyes and the other two Bills made up the band. With James
George and Ike Shade as umpires, they went down into a corner of the
forward saloon and knocked off Stedman Caters. It was a daylight
crossing and they missed the pleasure of the upper deck, but they
made history, finishing in the nick of time as the ship glided up
Holyhead harbour.

That evening we rang at Bangor the first Surprise peal in Wales
and then parted company. | stayed on in Bangor with relatives until
the end of the week to visit some of'the beautjr spots in North Wales.

The reminiscences of this trip would not be quite complete were |
not to add a personal note which lias nothing to do with the actual
ringing. | was employed on a newspaper in Eastbourne at the time,
and was naturally* more than keen to he able to accept the invitation
to take part in the excursion. My greatest anxiety ,was to know how
to get the necessary leave, in a firm where holidays were only grudg-
ingly given. Whitsuntide, too, in a seaside resort was not a good
time to expect to be allowed to be absent from work. In making
my request, therefore, with a bit of special pleading to be away
4over Whitsun ' | was most careful not to say how long dPer Whitsun;
to have told the whole truth would have b%en fatal. And so | went
without leaving any address that would find me in order that | could
not be recalled. 1 reached home on Saturday; (Ol Sunday | met a
colleague who immediately wanted to know ‘where | had been all
the week ' and warning me of the wire consequences that awaited me
when the ‘ gov’'nor ' met me the next day.

I went to the office with some trepidation, was questioned by> my
editor, who refrained from verbally chastising me because, | think,
of what was to come from the ‘ boss,’” ,who, | was told, had been
storming at my absence all the previous week. Presently the boss’
ponderous footsteps came through the outer pffice; 1 expected to be
metaphorically slung into the street; | tried to console myself in
those few moments with the thought that my holiday had been worth
even that. He strode into the editorial room; | don't know if 1
actually quaked, but all he said in his deep gruff voice was, ‘ Hello!
I thought you were lost!’

And tlyit is how | got away with it. J.S. G.

SILENT APPARATUSES.
To the Editor. -

Dear Sir,—Before the war | was experimenting with three types of
bell silencers. A, the Launton type, consisted of a clapper bar fitted
with a small striker operated by centrifugal force at handstroke and
by gravity at backstroke. After much trial and error | succeeded in
making the apparatus strike the bell at the same moment as the
clapper whatever position the bell is in after it lias been raised slightly.
The principle aimed at was to produce the nominal or fifth partial
tone of the bell commencing from the bottom, and not to let the bell,
as a whole, vibrate. It succeeded admirably and we found the ap-

aratus very useful at Launton, especially as one could teach a

eginner to rise and fall as well. The effect was that the bells
sounded an octave higher than normal, and the sound not being of a
penetrating* nature, while reasonably loud near the bells, would not
carry more than '100 yards approximately from the church.

The second*type (type 3) is or was in use at All Saints’, Oxford,
and consists of a wooden device to restrict the movement of the
clapper so that it gives the bell a very light blow. The same applies
to Type C or the portable type, which is made of leather and
within certain limits can be carried about in a small attache case
and in a few moments easily adjusted to fit any bell. Type C was
used for the peals at Bray and Sherborne Abbey, and a great num-
ber were in use before the war in all parts of the country.

Unfortunately, all types are of no use under the conditions im-
posed by the ‘ban,” as the bell is struck in each instance; but the
device in Type A could be used as a switch for an electrical apparatus,
and as it opejates at the same time as the clapper would normally
strike whatever position the bell may be in should be useful. 1 will
gladlv put this device at the disposal of the Exercise.

FREDERICK SHARPE.

Derw'en, Launton, Bicester.

ENDOWMENTS FOR BELL ROPES
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—Referring to the article Oll endowments for bell ropes
in ‘ The Ringing World,” page 245, may | say that the endowment
at Yaxham, Norfolk, of Is. per annum for bell ropes is still in
existence. E. W. BLYTH.

Northrepps Rectory, Cromer. %
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LONG PEALS ON HANDBELLS.

To-day is the thirtieth anniversary of a peal of Bob Major, 13,440
changes, at Pudsey, which at the time ranked as the longest iii hand.
Altogether only five peals of over 10,000 changes have so far been
rung on handbells, but the record has reached 19,738, and we imagine
it will be long before that is exceeded.

On Tuesday, October 16th,,1883, the Birmingham Amalgamated
Society rang 10,176 changes of Grandsire Major in four hours and
fifty-five minutes. Grandsire on even bells had been for long popular
#vith the Birmingham men, and they rang 6,720 changes of Major on
handbells in 1880. John Carter composed and called the long peal,
which had the 120 course ends and the tenors together throughout.
The band was Thomas Russam 1-2, John Carter 3-4, Thomas Miller
5-6, and Joseph W. Cattle 7-8. Mr. Miller, happily, is still with us.

In 1894 a young band at Norwich attempted to gain the record by
ringing the extent of Bob Major with the tenors together. They
started on March 15th, but, the weather being cold, the bells were
allowed to run round at the half-way. A second attempt was made
on April 26th. This time one of the umpires turned up late and
the peal had to be shortened to 11,200 changes, which were duly rung
in five hours. The band was J. A. Trollope 1-2, George P. Burton
3-4, John E. Burton 5-6, Charles E. Borrett (conductor) 7-8.

The intention was to complete the full length, but it never came
to anything, and it was not until 17 years later, on Whit Monday,
June 5th, 1911, at Pudsey, a band of the Yorkshire Association com-
pleted the 13,440 changes. The time was seven liours and seven
minutes, two hours and seven minutes longer than the Norwich peal
with 2,240 extra changes. The band was : William Frederick Thorpe
1-2, Frederick W. Jones 3-4. Ernest Maun (conductor) 5-6, Ernest
Hoyle 7-8.

Just before the last war there was a very skilful handbell band at
Guildford who extensively practised Stedman. On June 1st, 1912,
they set up a new long length record for handbell ringing by scoring
14,031 changes of Stedman Caters in 7 hours and 3 minutes, four
minutes less Hian the previous Bob Major. Three months later, Ql
August 31st, in order to make certain about the matter, they started
for 22,222 changes, but after ringing 19,738 in nine hours and thirty-
two minutes, when all records either Ol handbells or Qll tower bells
had been passed, the bells were brought round. The band was : A. F.
Shepherd 1-2, A. H. Pulling (conductor) 3-4, W. Shepherd 5-6, J.
Hunt 7-8, F. Blondell 9-10.

ST. NICHOLAS'. LIVERPOOL.

Last Wednesday was the one hundred and twenty-seventh anniver-
sary of the opening peal on the twelve bells at St. Nicholas’, Liverpool.
Four years earlier, on February 11th, 1810, ‘a few .minutes before
the commencement of divine service, while the bells were ringing the
second peal,” the old tower d)llapse<J in ruins. Part of the congrega-
tion was already in the church, and masonry, falling through the nave
roof, Kkilled 25 people, of whom 18 were children.

When the new tower was built, William Dobson, of Downham
Market, Norfolk, had the order to sunply a rin™ of twelve bells,
which were to be a replica of the twelve at St. Peter’'s, Mancroft.
Dobson was an excellent founder and cast many good bells, but
Liverpool were not among his best.

At the opening ' a numerous assemblage of amateurs were invited,
and a competition, was held, with a °‘ beautiful silver cup, value
twenty guineas,” as the prize. The content was won by a mixed band,
made up partly 0% Sheffield men and partly of Birmingham.men,
with James Dovey, of Stourbridge, and Samuel Lawrence, of Shifnal.
William Hudson and William Booth were among the Sheffield men,
and Alexander Sanders and Henry Cooper among the Birmingham
men. - »

The winning touch was 3,000 changes of Grandsire Cinques, and 14
men were required, which shows that the heavy bells had not * settled
down to their bearings,’ as the saying was. Next day a full peal of
Grandsire Cingques was rung.

Although the band was a mixed one, the touch and peal were rung
as St. Martin's Youths' performances, and the silver cup went to
Birmingham. It was placed in the custody of Henry Cooper, but
after a time it disappeared. Cooper was a silver plater by trade,
and not unnaturally suspicions were aroused of his honesty in the
matter. Nothing was proved, but his.reputation suffered badly.

St. Nicholas’ Church was severely damaged in some of the early
air raids on Merseyside, and was entirely burnt out, but fortunately
the steeple and the bells have so far escaped. The front eight were
rung with tied clappers during £ recent meeting of tTie Lancashire
Association.

BELL ROPES -

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP, OR ITALIAN- FLAX.
SOFT AND BLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. *0™ WOWK8, OGNANTHAM
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THE STANDARD METHODS.
THE TERM SURPRISE.

The word Surprise has been used in the Exercise as a
sub-title of methods from at'least as early as the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century, but only in the last thirty
or forty years has it had its present meaning. The old
ringers used it as a sort of claim that the method they
had rung was a more difficult and intricate one than
those generally practised, but they made no attempt to
set any bounds to what should be reckoned as a difficult
method. To do so would have been an impossible tasjc,
and is so still.

This old meaning is quite accurately defined in the
Glossary, which says that a Surprise method is a Treble
Bob method in which the work of the course is highly
elaborated and more or less difficult of execution. The
great Oxford English Dictionary adopted this definition,
and it is a pity the Exercise did not leave the matter so.
But when the Central Council was founded there was ti
great eagerness among its leaders to reduce everything
to precise order, and among other things to classify
methods so that each should be put neatly and definitely
into its own group. They thought it could be done, an'd
in much the same spirit an attempt was made to assess
the value of peals by allotting so many points to each.
Experience showed in the end how futile this latter was,
and after some years the Council dropped it. Greater
knowledge has also shown that the idea which lay be-
hind the attempt to classifyl methods was equally futile,
but that cannot be undone so easily.

In the nineteenth century, there were nine recognised
standard ftiethods ; of them Cambridge, Superlative and
London stood oyt unquestionably as the most difficult,
and therefore they were justly labelled Surprise. Up to
that point it was quite all right, but when many more
methods were known and rung, it became clear that,
except for the fact that both are on the Treble Bdb prin-
ciple, London differs more from Superlative than Super-
lative does from Double Norwich. When we take all
the possible Treble Bob methods into consideration, so
far from Superlative b”~ing offe of the most difficult, it is
one of the simplest and easiest. 1 The proper thing
would have been to recognise that the art of change
ringing had outgrown the meaning of the word Surprise,
and it should have been left as an ornament to those
methods which had earned the right to it by long
possession.

That course could not be taken, partly because ordi-
nary ringers still attached more importance to methods
which were called by the magic word Surprise than to
any others, and partly on account of the urge for tidying
up things we have referred to. So the term must have
its precise definition and several attempts were made to
find one. Earle Bulwer tried his hand, as was explained
in * The Ringing World ' lately. He failed because his
definition did not cover London, and shortly afterwards
the present definition was; put forward bv the Methods
Committee and was generally adopted by the Exercise.

Our readers will have noticed that when we give the
figures of Treble Bob methods as illustrations we always
divide the lead by horizontal lines after every group of
four rows. Each group of four rows is called a section,
and the change which divides two groups (and is repre-
sented by the”horizontal line) is called a cross section.
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According to the definition, a Surprise method is one
which has at least one place made at every cross section
(the lead-end and half-lead-end are not technically cross

sections).
It was « clever definition. It was clear, precise, easily
understood, and easily applied. It covered fairly well

all the methods then considered to belong to the class,
and it was a thoroughly bad and mischievous definition.
It made no distinction between easy and difficult methods
(in the circumstances that could not be done), it lumped
together as equal in style and cortiplexity the most
diverse methods, and in effect it put on a lower plane a
great number which have every right to rank as the
equals of those it included. It drew a purely arbitrary line
through the Treble Bob methods, and the result has been
that those which are on the wrong side of the line are
not e'ven considered, let alone practised.

If the definition is as bad as all that, why, it may be
asked, was it ever adopted ? The people who introduced
it were not altogether fools nor completely ignorant.
They had begun to undferstand something about method
construction, but they had reached as yet only ajimited
understanding. They thought that the essential things
in the construction of a method are the places. We
discussed this matter in our article of March 21st, and
we pointed out tlyt there was at one time a group of
men who held that places are the. only things that really
matter in a method. ‘' Get the places right and every-
thing else follows automatically. Places are the method.’
Of course, there is some truth in this, but it becomes
false when it is pushed too far; and it was pushed too
far in the definition of a Surprise method.

Places made at a cross section may have no more
value than places made in the interior of the section.
That is made quite clear by our recent examination of
Cornwall, Ealing and other Surprise methods.

The present definition makes no distinction between
easy and difficult methods, nor between good and bad
methods; and therefore is not only useless, but actually
misleading. .Ringers still think of Surprise methods as
the most complex pf all, whereas many of them are quite
easy. Still, as far as Major ringing is concerned, no
great harm is done. The group is so large, and so
varied, that it gives ample scope for development. But
on ten and twelve bells it is different. Though Surprise
Royal and Surprise Maximus methods are the most
highly esteemed, they are, generally speaking, the most
unsuitable for actual practice. Both for interest in
ringing and for outside effect, the Plain Royal and Maxi-
mus methods are far superior, and they should receive
more attention from ten and twelve bell ringers. Plain
methods, we may point out, are not necessarily easy
methods.

Before the war some of the Plain Major/methods were
beginning to receive attention, and bands were begin-
ningto realise that there is much more in some of them
than in the average Surprise method. That was all to
the good.

There is no need to alter the present definition and,
in fact, any attempt to improve it would probably only
make matters worse. Let it stand as it is. What we
should do is to realise that any attempt to classify
methods is a mistake, and let us treat the sub-title*—
Surprise, Court, Bob and the rest—as ornaments and
nothing more.
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FIRES AND BELL FRAMES
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—You ask a most interesting question in your leader of
this week’s ' Ringing World ' : ‘ How far does an iron frame afford a
safeguard to the bells against fre?’

It seems obvious that it provides little more protection than a
timber frame, for it all depends upon the intensity of the fire in the
rooms,below the bell chamber.

The solution to the problem of fire that will generally be advanced
probably will suggest clearing; all inflammable material out of the
tower and substituting concrete and steel—concrete floors, steel tables
and chairs, not even a peal board of wood—a somewhat dreary ringing
chamber, | would suggest. But the greatest drawback will be a
resonant ringing chamber, owing to the reinforced concrete that may
be used in the reconstruction. Ringers cannot put the best into their
art in a resonant belfry.

Whatever Happens with a fire in a tower, one thing is certain, that
even if the bells escape, the frame is most likely to be ruined. A
good illustration of what happens to steel is shown by the effects of
firo on the steel framework of modern buildings. It is a fact that
timber of heavy section is more fireproof than steel. *

Now let us get this problem of fire in its right perspective. Ignoring
the results of this war, what percentage of our belfries have been
destroyed by fire? The percentage will prove surprisingly small; in
fact, almost negligible.

To deal with the problem of the present emergency we can only
clear out as much of the inflammable material and take all the pre-
cautions that are possible. This is a mere palliative and not the
remedy. The remedy is for all men and women, church officials and
ringers to see that, once peace is gained, war is banished from this
world for ever.

When we rebuild our churches we must plan for peace and not for
the incendiary bomb. We must be guided by the principle that only
the best is fit for the house of our God. If timber proves to be more
lasting than steel it should be used. The question of fire will hardly
enter in the problem, as it did in the prewar days. Our motto
must be, ‘ To do all to the glory of God.’ G. P~ ELPHICK.

Soutbover, Lewes.

THE LATE MR C. H. HORTON.
HERTS ASSOCIATION’'S PRESIDENT'S SUDDEN DEATH.

As was recorded in our last issue, the death has taken place of Mr.
Charles IC Horton, president of the Hertford County Association and
hon. secretary of the Watford District.

Mr. Horton died suddenly while on the way to his allotment. He
had not been ill previously, but no doubt the loss of his business in
London in the ‘ blitz ' worried him, and a weakened heart gave out.
He was 65 years of age and leaves a widow in bereavement.

As already mentioned, in addition to the offices he held in thfe
Hertford County Association, Mr. Horton had been intimately asso-
ciated with the College Youths for many years, and was a past
Master of the society. He was held in high esteem among Hertford-
shire ringers for his hard work and patience as secretary of the
district, and his efforts in arranging district meetings even in the
extreme difficulty of war conditions was much appreciated.

The funeral took place at Watford Cemetery on Tuesday, May 27th,
when”he service was conducted by the Rector of Bushey.

The mourners were the widow and friends, while ringers were repre-
sented by Messrs. E. Jennings and J. Rootes (Bushey), F. W. Brinklow
(Oxhey), S. H. Hoare and R. Bell (Watford), T. Clark and W. Ayre.

At the close a well-struck course of Grandsire Triples was rung at
the graveside by F. W. Brinklow 1-2, E. Jennings 3-4, W. Ayre 5-6,
J. W. Rootes 7-8 Floral tributes were sent by the Herts County
Association, the Watford District, the Oxhey tower and St. Mary'’s,
Willesden.

Mrs. Horton asks us to state it is impossible for her to acknow-
ledge the many expressions of sympathy she has received, and desires
to extend her sincere thanks to all Mr. Horton’s ringing friends who
sent wreaths and letters. f

Charlie Horton, writes a fellow officer of the Herts Association,
will be sadlv missed. His preliminary cough (how we listened for
it!) and ‘ What wouJfl you like next, gentlemen?’ will linger long
iii_ memory with us.

4 He was an indefatigable worker, very keen on principles, a whole-
hearted College Youth, and a faithful president ot his association.

As a neighbouring secretary he was admirable to work with and
always gave his support.

It is up to us all not to let his work be wasted.
he would not wish to have.

A finer memorial

G & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER CLOCK

ESTIMATE8 SUBMITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,
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LONDON CHURCHES.

THEIR STYLE CRITICISED.
To the Editor

Sir,—Permit me to raise a little criticism of what appeared in ‘' The
Ringing World ' of May 23rd. It is in reference to ‘ the architectural
beauty ' of London’s cnurches.

Speaking of certain rings of bells in various parts of the country
which are well-known to ringers, a few weeks ago ‘The Ringing
World ' remarked, ‘ Sad as would be the loss of these peals, should
they ever be destroyed, they could certainly be replaced by something
better.” This is how | feel about London churches whose ‘ picturesque
or architectural beauty * has, in my opinion, been grossly over-
estimated, and | speak as one who has been in over 900 churches in
various parts of the country.

I shall never forget the first time | .visited a London church and
the remark | passed to a friend, who pointed out to me that that
was St. George-the-Martyr, where we were going to ring. ‘What, |
said, ‘you never mean to say that's a church!” ‘Yes, that's where
we're going,’” Ire replied. ‘ Why, it looks more like our Town Hall,
an assize court or a com exchange,’ | remember commenting. My
friend Then informed me that that was how most London churches
were. Later on we visited St. Lawrence Jewry. Here | remember
remarking upon the musical quality of the bells, which to this day
have always struck me as the best | have ever heard in London
outside Southwark Cathedral but | remember saying to my friend,
‘1 don’'t like the look of tlie building. It looks too much like a
guildhall, with a clock tower built upon it, in a market square.’ A
little further on we came to Bow. Here again the whole building
seemed to resemble a town hall on a street corner. The unique spire
certainly struck me as picturesque, but beyond that 1 could see noth-
ing to make it appeart (without being told) that it was a church.
The same impression | gained of St. Martin’'s-in-the-Fields—a guildhall
with a clock tower on top; and as for the bells (like Bow) | thought
what a poor lot they were. St. Andrew’s, Holborn, was another
church we visited. Here was certainly a little variation as far as
the tower went, but the whole structure seemed to have nothing of
the architectural beauty of thousands of churches outside London.
Like all your other readers, Mr. Editor, | am sad to think that the
time and money which has been 6pent upon these buildings for
centuries has all to be raised agaift. But | hopg when the time comes
to rebuild, what will replace them will be on 4 different style to the
old buildings, for between these and some of the present-day
‘ churches *tor design there is little to choose, with the exception that
the old London churches no doubt were stronger and of 6tone instead
of red brick. Finally, when thinking of London churches as com-
pared with most other town and village churches, I am reminded of
the words of a well-known hymn, ‘Within a hallowed acre.’ The
absence of such spoils what little bit of picturesque or architectural
beauty may have been found on London churches, to my mind.

*TOURIST.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

BURTON AND LOUGHBOROUGH DISTRICTS.

Despite the showery afternoon, about 20 ringers and friends attended
the joint meeting of the above utistricts, held at the Parish Churchy
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, on Saturday, May 24tli, when the following towers
were represented : Derby Cathedral, Shepslied, Ibstock, Hugglescote,
Copt Oak, Burton (St. Paul's), Ticknall, Newliall, Overseale, Nether-
seale and the local company.

The Vicar, Canon H. D. Hanford, met and welcomed the members
as they assembled, but regretted he was unable to stay for the meet-
ing and tea.

Short touches and a few tunes on the handbells preceded the meet-
ing, which was held in the belfry. Mr. A. E. Rowley took the chair
for the Burton District business and tjie question of Sunday meetings
was discussed. It was decided to arrange at least one such meeting
at Ticknall on Sunday, July 13th. The Loughborough members pre-
sent decided to hold their next meeting at Woodhouse Eaves, the date
being left for the secretary to arrange with the incumbent.

Mr. J. H. Swinfield proposed that the secretary (Mr. J. W. Cotton)
be instructed to.write Mr. Goldsmith expressing sympathy with him
in his illness and best wishes for a complete recovery.

Tea was served at Messrs. Radford’'s Cafe, after which the tower>
was revisited and further handbell ringing took place.

It was felt by those responsible for the arrangements that the
meeting helped to keep alive and stimulate interest in the districts
concerned, and further joint meetings will be held in the near future.

NOTTINGHAM]
MANUFACTURERS.

REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING OF DIALS. -



June 6th, 1941.

NOTICES.

THE CHARGE FOR NOTICES of Meetings inserted
under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1/6.

All communications should be sent to The Editorial
.O ffice of *The Ringing W orld,” Lower Pyrford

Road, Woking, Surrey
NOTICES must be recelved NOT LATER THAN

MONDAY. .
* The Ringing World ’ can be sent direct by post from
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.—
The next meeting will be held on Saturday, June 7th, at

the Bell Fcyundry, 32-34,. Whitechapel Road, E.C.l, at
3 p.m., by kind invitation of the treasurer, Mr. A. A.
Hughes. Handbell ringing and a good adjournment spot

afterwards.— A. B. Peck, Hon. Sec.,
field Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.—Elloe Deaneries
Branch.— Quarterly meeting will be held at Surfleet on
Saturday, June 7th. Service 3.30 p.m. Tea at Mermaid
Inn, 4 p.m., followed by business meeting. Handbells,
bowls and topical talk on lawn at Glyn Garth.—W . A.
Richardson, Hon. Sec., Glenside, Pinchbeck.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.—North-Eastern Division.—

Branksome, Evers-

A meeting will be held at Ramsey on Saturday, June
14th. Handbells 2.30 p.m. at the Vicarage. Service 4.30
p.m. Tea 5.15 p.m. All those requiring tea must notify

the district secretary by June 10th, or bring their own
teas. A good bus service® from Colchester via Mistley.
Visitors coming by car must obtain their permits before
entering the defence area.— Leslie Wright, Hon. Dis.
Sec., Lower Barn Farm, Dedham, Colchester.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON-
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.—Nojth and East District.—
A meeting will be held at Monken Hadley, near Barnet,
on Saturday, June 14th. Handbells available from 3 p.m.
Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea, for which notice must be re-
ceived by me not later than June 9th, about 5 p.m.—T. J.
Lock, 57, Holloways Lane, North Mimms, Hatfield,
Herts. %

GLOUCESTER & BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.—Bristol City and Bristol Rural Branches.—
A combined meeting of the two-Branches will be held
at Almondsbury on Sat., June 14th. Service at 4 p.m.
Tea and meetings to follow at 5 p.m. Darts and handbells
will be available for those who wish to show their skill. All
heartily welcome. Buses from the centre (Gas Company'’s
premises) at frequent intervals.— R. C. Gifford, Rural Sec.,
A. M. Tyler, Bristol City Sec.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. Central Bucks
Branch. The annual branch meeting will be held at
North Marston on Saturday, June 14th. Tower bells
(silent) and handbells from 2.45. Service at 4. Tea
and meeting to follow. F. Gibbard, Hon. Sec., 30,
Horn Street, Winslow, Bucks.

TOWER CLOCKS

J, B

Weight Driven or Electric, by the
WORLDS OLDEST MAKERS
ESTABLISHED OVER 300 YEARS

Illustrated ART CATALOGUE on request

THE RINGING WORLD.
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Western Division.
— The summer meeting will be held at Almondbury on
Saturday, June 21st. An attractive ramble has been ar-
ranged for 3 o’clock, starting from Conservative Club
(against church). Tea in Parish Room (Is. 8d.) at 5
o’clock, names to Mr. W. E. Dransfield, 21, Westgate,
Almondbury, not later than Tuesday, June 17th. Busi-
ness meeting after tea. Annual reports now available.
All welcome.— Frank Rayment, Dis. Sec., Bramley.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION (Northern Branch) AND DUDLEY AND DIS-
TRICT GUILD.—Joint meeting at Hagley (D.V.),
Saturday, June 21st. Tower bells (8) available for
‘ silent ' practice from 3 p.m. Service 4.15 p.m., followed
by tea. Business meeting, handbells and social evening.
Reports should Je obtained and subscriptions paid at this
meeting. Numbers for tea by Thursday, June 19th,
please, to B. C. Ashford, 9, Bowling Green Road, Stour-
bridge.

SURREY ASSOCIATION. — A meeting will be
held at Reigate on Saturday, June 21st. Mem-
bers and friends attending are requested to meet at the
Village, Merstham, at 3 p.m. From there it is proposed
to walk to Reigate via Gatton Pfirk. Service at Reigate
Church at 5 p.m. Following the service, Mr. M. A.
Northover has vei;y kindly offered to provide tea and his
house and garden will be at the disposal of the associa-
tion for the purpose of the meeting. Will those who re-
quire tea please notify me by Tuesday, the 17th inst.?
Don’'t forget caterers are rationed too! So if you in-
tend to be present please send that card.— E. G. TaTbot,
Hon. Sec., 53, Birchwood Avenue, Wallington.

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. The annual joint
meeting of Southern District, Barnsley and District and
Doncaster and District Societies will be held at Wath-
on-Dearne on Saturday, June 21st. Handbells available,
Church House, 2.30 p.m. Tea Is. 6d. each, Warbur-
ton’s Cafe, 5 p.m., followed by business meeting, Church
House, 6 p.m."' Those requiring tea must notify Mr. A.
Gill, 84, Doncaster Road, Wath-on-Dearne, nr. Rother-
ham, not later than June 18th. Hoping for a good
attendance.—S. F. Palmer, D. Smith and E. Cooper,
Joint Hon. Secretaries.

SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAF-
FORD.— The annual meeting, will be held at the George
Hotel, Wulfruna Street, Wolverhampton, on Saturday,
June 21st. Committee meeting at 6 p.m. and general
meeting at 6.30. Handbells. Subscriptions are now
due.— H. Knight, Hon. Sec., 15, Rugby Street, Wolver-
hampton.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. — The address of George
W: Fogden is now 31, Canham Road, South Norwood,
S.E.25., He will be glad to hear from any of his old
ringing friends.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—The address*of Mr. James
George is now Quinton Hall, Quinton, Birmingham, 32.

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP.

j,aTe experti visiting all parti of the British Isles, and (iiaJl be pleased
to carry out restorations of give reports regarding any Make of Tower Oloefc
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TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.
from the
Rev. E.S. POWELL, Staverton Vicarage, Daventry

a d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section 1. (Odd-BeU Treble
Dominated Methods) ..ot v 9
COLLECTION OF PEAU3—Section 1l1. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford BOD) ... . 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section Ill. (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET isrnied free with the above collections
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..o 1 O
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.AB. ..o 6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CARE AND USE OF
BELLS = ..
METHOD SHEETS. Stedman and Grandswe Trlples 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Covert 3
Bristol Surprise Major ... 2
HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2
VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION 1 O
COLLECTION OF DOUBLES AND MINOR METHODS (New
EditiON) oot e 2 O

The Jasper %Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.

1BOPE-SIGHT,” Is. 10d.; ninth edition; ISO pages; treats Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.

'GRANDSIRE,” 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

*STANDARD METHODS," ninth edition, 2s. 10d.

‘STEDMAN,” 2s. 10d. An entirely new book by J. Armiger Trollope.

Contains full instructions for ringing and conducting the method

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition.

'TREBLE BOB, Is. 10d.; second edition; with appendix; 100 pages.

*SURPRISE METHODS,". 2s. 10d. A book by the late Rev. C. D. P.
Davies, M.A., F.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 126 pages.

AH poet tree, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss MARGARET E, SNOWDON

Woodlands, Newby Bridge, Ulverston, Lancs

PUBLICATIONS'

‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,’” 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. gd. dozen,
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

‘ BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘ CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7%d. each,
6S. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

THE RINGERS® HANDBOOK

by E. S. and M. POWELL.
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire,
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bod.
Large selection of Compositions included.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 279
(6 copies for 15/- ) 6 bell edition sewn, paper covers, 64pp.,
2 (6 copies for 6 /-).

Obtainable only poet free from Rev.' E. S. POWELL,
Staverton Vioarafe, near Daventry.

THE RINGINC, WORLD.

The Central Council Publications

T ¢ "upo
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES

NOTED FOR EASY HANOLINC AND NON STRETCHING
Eat. 1820 Tel. 2400

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
LOUGHBOROUGH

Oraer your Bell Ropes now, before prioes increase,
pre-war quaiity, and send us your old Bell Ropes
for repairs whilst not in use.

-.m lm

Clock and Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or

Wedding Gift
Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND g-fc, la Solid Silver

Sin.
S7/8

Biin
7S-S'

Diameter
Price

2}in 2Jin. 3}in. Biin, tin. <iin.
18/S 2238 28/8 33/8 42/- 52/8
The &in, size is also made to hold SOcigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

iTCCClIl T Jeweller
C L,L and Optician

Telephone 276 W OKING

SMITH of DERBY

for Church and Turret Clocks

Electric or Weight Driven

Makers of many famous clocks, in-
cluding St. Paul’'s Cathedral, London,
and throughout the world.

John Smith & Sons, Midland Clock Works,
Derby, Ltd.

Head Office and Works, Queen St., Derby

Tel. No. DERBY 45589 Grams. CLOCKS, DERBY

Send for Booklet. Estimates and Advice Fret

Ltd., Guild-
Ltd., Breams

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridge Press,
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co.,
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