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REBUILDING OF DEPLETED BANDS.
The success o f the annual dinner of Bristol United 

R in g in g  Guilds should encourage others, who are in 
the habit of holding a sim ilar event, to continue to do 
so as long as conditions make it possible. An attend
ance of about two hundred, when wintry weather was 
coupled to the difficulties of black-out and curtailed 
transport difficulties, w as a result beyond what the 
most optimistic could have expected. There may be 
more difficult and even more desperate times ahead, 
but, while circumstances allow it, there is justification 
for keeping up the social side of ringing as well as the 
practice of it in the towers. It needs only courage and 
energy to m ake a success of such reunions as that at 
Bristol, and the officers of the B .U .R .G . had their reward 
on Saturday.

It w as not inopportune that occasion should be taken 
at this gathering to emphasise, as one speaker did, the 
increased, indeed the im perative, importance of immediate 
recruiting for the belfry. In addition to the natural losses 
which take place, there is now an abnormal dr<\in upon 
the man-power of the towers. The call to arm s is taking 
aw ay from the belfries some of the best m aterial, and as 
time goes on these losses will be accentuated as class after 
class of men is drafted to the colours. Tow ers where 
there are men liable to m ilitary service should not wait 
until the call comes, but should lose no time in seeking 
suitable recruits, who can be trained in readiness to take 
the vacant places when they occur. In the meantime 
they will g ive  an added strength to the band, but if 
the steps to replace them are left until the men 
depart, it may be too late. The bottom m ay have 
dropped out of the ringing before new material can be 
moulded into shape, whereas if the losses are anticipated 
now, and training begun without delay, there m ay al 
least be sufficient numbers to keep the bells going, even 
though the standard of ringing suffers a setback.

The speaker who took up the theme on Saturday put 
forward, in connection with it, a point which we com
mend to the renewed attention of associations. It was 
that the associations should spend their funds in assist
ing instruction. This is a matter which, from time to 
time, has come under discussion. Certain associations, of 
course, already provide instructors to help local bands, 
and now, more than ever, they and every other ringing 
organisation ought to turn their attention to increasing 
the facilities. It is not merely the raw  band, just on the 
verge of change ringing, that can benefit from the help 
of a competent instructor. There will probably be many 
bands in the future that would profit by such help, not to 
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drag them through the elements of change ringing, but 
to assist in restoring the strength of what w as previously 
an independent company now depleted by the claims of 
national service. Associations will find many cases, we 
believe, where it would be of advantage in the mainten
ance of the art, to supplement local effort by arranging 
voluntary assistance and paying merely the necessary 
out-of-pocket expenses. Indeed, where funds are limited, 
this would be even more in the interests of the associa
tions than the publication of an elaborate and expensive 
annual report. F ew  ringers want a fee for the assistance 
they can g ive in training others, but it is only fair that, 
if they need it, they should b'e reimbursed their travel
ling expenses. In these days, money spent in this w ay 
m ight prove to be a good investment. W herever the 
remnant of a band can provide new m aterial, an asso
ciation should be ready to supplement the local effort by 
outside help, and in every district there are ringers who 
would w illingly give it, if they were assured of their bare 
expenses. Not every man can afford to pay out a weekly 
sum for the purpose, hut there are few, if they could be 
sure of reimbursement in respect of travelling expenses, 
who would not readily assist, even at some inconvenience, 
in rebuilding a hand depleted by the call upon the man
hood of the nation. -------------

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
M ILN ROW , LANCS.

TH E LAN CASH IRE ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,

A t  t h e  P a r i s h  C h d r c h ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  BOB M A J O R ,  5088 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor 18 cwt.
S e l w y n  H . D e a r d b n .
I v a n  K a y  ......................
H a r r y  B y r o m  . . .  
A l b e r t  B d c k l e y . . .  .

5
6 
7

Tenor

Mufflers, R in gin g M ats, M atting, F la g  Lines, etc., etc.

D e n n is  H o l l o s ......................Treble
H a r o l d  H a m e r  - ....................  2
Jo h n  M e a d o w c r o f t , j d n . . . .  3
F r a n k  R e y n o l d s  ................  4

C om posed  b y  A. C r a v e n . C onducted b y  H a r r y  B y r o m .
First peal in the method as conductor. Rung as a farewell to the 

conductor, prior to bis joining H .M . Navy.
EAST HAGBOURNE, BERKSHIRE.

TH E O X FO RD  DIOOESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 20, 1940, in Three Hours and Twenty Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,
A P E A L  O F  BOB M A J O R ,  5152 C H A N G E S ;

T en or 21  cw t. in E.
A l f r e d  H . W eb b  
W il l ia m  L a m b e l l  

• H a r r y  W h it e  . . .  
A l a n  R . P in k  . . .

— 5
... 6 
. . .  7 
...Tenor

A l b e r t  E . L o c k ........................Treble
M a r ie  R . C r o s s ........................ 2
M r s . A . E . L o c k ........................ 3
R o b e r t  H . B l o n d  ................  4

C o m p o s e d  b y  J. R e e v e s . C o n d u c te d  b y  A l a n  R . P in k .
* First peal and rung at the first attempt.

EW ELL, SU R R EY.
T H E  SU R R E Y  ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 20, 1940, in Three Hours and Twelve Minutes, 
A t  t h e  P a r is h  C h d r c h ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  T R I P L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E 81 
R e v . E . B . Ja m e s ’  T e n - p a r t . T en or  13 cw t. 3 qr. 20 lb .

A r t h d r  A . H a d l e y   Treble
Joh n  B e a m s .................................  2
H a r r y  E. G o o d ..........................  3
Jo h n  E .  B e a m s  ..........................  4

Jo h n  H o y l e ..................................  5
A l b e r t  J . A d a m s .......................  6
W il l ia m  G . N e w b e r r y  . . .  7
H a r r y  S c o t c h e r ......................Tenor

C onducted  by  J. B e a m s .
Rung on tbe 50tb anniversary o f tbe conductor's entry into tbe 

above association.

BELL ROPES
M ADE FROM  IT A LIA N  HEM P, OR IT A LIA N  F L A X . 
SOFT AND P LIA B LE IN H AN D. ALL ROPES SENT 
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SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS.
W EST D EEPIN G  LINCO LNSH IRE.

THE L IN CO LN  DIOCESAN GU ILD.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Two Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . A n d r e w ,
A  P E A L  O F  M I N O R ,  5040 C H A N G E S ;

D ouble CourtBeing 720 each o f Cambridge Surprise, Kent, Oxford, 
and three 720’s o f P lain  Bob.
H a r r y  G i b b a r d ......................Treble W il l ia m  O l d m a n
C h a r l e s  W o o d s . . .  ................  2 F r e d  B r ig h t m a n
W il l ia m  H . W a l d r o n  . . .  3 H o r a c e  M . D a y  ..

Tenor 10 cwt.
  4
  5
 Tenor

C onducted  by  H . M . D a y .
This peal was specially arranged to enable Mr. Brightm an to score 

his first peal in five methods inside.
STO K E SAY , SH ROPSH IRE.

TH E  H ERE FO R D  DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Tuesday, December 26, 1939, in Two H ours and Forty-Three Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  St . J o h n - t h e -B a p t is t ,
A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;  

Being 42 six-scores, ten different callings. Tenor 12 cwt.
T h o m a s  W . N ash  
J a m e s  H d g h e s  . . .  
L e s l ie  E v a n s

...Treble
2
3

H d b b r t  Jo n e s  ..............
A r t h d r  C. N a s o n  
E . R ic h a r d  B a l d w i n . . .

. . .  4

. . .  5
...Tenor

C onducted  b y  L e s l ie  E v a n s .
Rung on the occasion o f the m arriage o f M r. L. E. A . Davies 

(member o f the Ludlow Guild o f Bellringers) and Miss K . M. Corbett, 
o f Graven Arms. The conductor’s 50th peal for  the H ereford Guild. 

LLAN BE D R, BRECONSH IRE.
T H E  SW AN SEA  AN D  BRECON DIOCESAN GU ILD.

On Monday, January 8, 1940, in Two Hours and Thirty-Seven Minutes, 
A T  t h e  P a r i s h  C h u r c h .

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S I R E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;  
Being 21 differently called 240’s. Tenor 9 f  cwt.
D a v id  E . G r i f f i t h s  Treble 1 A l b e r t  E . Jo n e s .....................  3
J a m b s  P . H y e t t ........................ 2 | B e r n a r d  H . D a v i e s   4

D a v id  H . B e n n e t t   Tenor
C onducted b y  J. P . H y e t t .

First peal on the bells.
K EN IL W O R T H , W A R W IC K SH IR E .

TH E W A R W IC K S H IR E  GU ILD.
On Saturday, January 13, 1940, in Two Hours and F ifty .T w o Minutes, 

A t  t h e  C h d r c h  o f  S t . N ic h o l a s ,
A P E A L  O F  B O B M I N O R ,  6040 C H A N G E S ;

Seven different extents. Tenor 15 cwt.
• H a r o l d  W il l ia m s   Treble
| R o y  D .  H a y n e ........................ 2

G e o r g e  F. C a n t r i l l  . . .  3
C onducted  by  F r a n k  E . P e r v in .

* First attem pt for a peal, t  First peal ‘ inside.’

D o d g l a s  F . E l l e n d e r
W il l ia m  T . C o x .............
F r a n k  E . P e r v in

• 4
• 5
•Tenor

HANDBELL PEALS.
STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE.

TH E CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thursday, January 18, 1940, in Two Hours and Five Minutes;

A t  20 , A b e r d e e n  C r e s c e n t ,
A P E A L  O F  K E N T  T R E B L E  B O B  M A J O R ,  6024 C H A N G E S ;  

Tenor size 17 in B flat.
A l f r e d  B a r n e s  ..........................  1 -2  I A l l e n  F. B a i l e y ..........................  5-6
H a r o l d  J a c k s o n .....................  3 - 4  | P e t e r  L a f l i n  ..........................  7-8

C om posed  by S. T h o m a s . C onducted by A , F . B a i l e y .
Rung as a birthday compliment to Mrs. A. F. Bailey, who witnessed 

the peal
BU SH EY, HERTS.

TH E M ID D LESE X COUNTY ASSOCIATION AN D  LONDON 
DIOCESAN G U ILD .

On Thursday, January 18, 1940, in Two Hours and Twenty M inutes,
A t  50, R c d o l p h  R o a d ,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 500S CHANCES; 
Tenor size 15 in C.

• C e c i l  C . M a y n e  . 1-2  I E d w i n  A. B a r n e t t   .............................  5-6
C h r i s . W . W o o l l e y  . . .  3 - 4  | ‘ E d w i n  J e n n i n g s   . 7-8

Arranged and C onducted  by C. W . W o o l l e y .
* First peal in the method 011 handbells.

DAGENHAM , ESSEX.
TH E ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

On Saturday, January 20, 1940, in One H our and Fifty-One Minutes, 
A t  1 0 6 , G a y  G a r d e n s ,

A P E A L  O F  G R A N D S IR E  D O U B L E S ,  6040 C H A N Q E S ;
*J. A . B o l l o c k  (aged 154 ) . . .  1 -2— J. B o l l o c k  ..............................  3-4

*T . H . B o l l o c k  (aged  1 3 ) . . .  5-6 
C onducted b y  J. B o l l o c k ,

U m pire— Jeane B ullock .
- First peal. A  birthday compliment to Mrs. .T. Bullock, Miss .Tonne 

Bullock and Leonard W . 'Bullock, aged 10.
B USHEY, HERTS.

TH E KEN T COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, January 21, 1940, in Two Hours andTwenty-Six Minutes, 

A t  t h e  R o y a l  M a s o n ic  J o n io r  S c h o o l ,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5008 CHANGES;

Tenor size 15 in C.
C h r is . W . W o o l l e y   1-2  I E d w in  A. B a r n e t t  .................. 5-6

* D e r b k  M . S h a r p  . 3-4 | E d w in  B a r n e t t ..................................  7-8
C om posed  b y  S. H , W o o d . C onducted  b y  C. W . W o o l l e y . 

U m pire— E dw in Jennings.
*  First peal in the m ethod on handbells.

D E A T H  O F  A N  E X E T E R  R IN G E R .
AN E A R L Y  MEMBER OF DEVON GUILD.

The death occurred on January 6th after a short illness o f Mr. 
Elias Truman at Kenn, near Exeter, where he had lived all his life. 
He was 78 years o f age and was one o f the oldest surviving members 
o f the Guild o f Devonshire Ringers having joined that society in 
1883.

Mr. Truman learnt his ringing at Kenn and St. Sidwell’ s, Exeter. 
H e was not keen on taking part in peal ringing, but stopped and 
listened throughout many a peal. He was a good ringer and would 
always insist on good striking.

A t the funeral, which took place a t Kenn on January 10th, the bells 
were rung half-muffled. Those taking part in the ringing were six 
members o f the Exeter (St. Thom as’ ) band, o f which deceased was a 
member, and other members of tbe Guild. Am ong the many wreaths 
was one from  the Exeter (St. Thom as’ ) band. His passing will be 
keenly regretted by all who knew him, for, quiet and unassuming in 
character, he was much respected by bis belfry  colleagues.

SW A N S E A  AND BRECON DIOCESAN GUILD.
SOUTHERN D ISTR ICT M EETING AT M ORRISTON.

The annual m eeting o f the Southern District o f the Swansea and 
Brecon Guild was held recently at Morriston, where about 14 members 
attended.

The bells were raised a t half-past two and kept going to Grandsire 
and Stedmau Doubles and Plain Bob Minor until about 4.30, when they 
were lowered in peal. No service could be held, as the church had 
not been blacked out. Mrs. Williams, tbe mother o f the brothers 
Williams, o f Morriston, kindly provided tea at her house and invited 
the ringers there. Full justice was done with all the good things 
provided, and Mrs. W illiams was heartily thanked for her kindness. 
The Rev O. J. Rees took the chair at the meeting, at which Mr. E. 
Stitch was re-elected district secretary and Mr. D. G. W illiams auditor.

Aberavon was chosen for tlie next meeting. All members were 
urged to  keep the bells going for Sunday service, and it is hoped to 
renew the monthly practices this year, but to have them on Saturday 
afternoons.

TU N STA LL T O W E R  REOPENS,
TH E LOCAL BAN D CARRIES ON.

Although a t the outbreak o f war the band at Tunstall were barred 
by the Rector and Chief Constable from  ringing, even lor Sunday 
services, after persistent and tactful pleading with those gentlemen, 
they were successful and are now carrying on normally,

On Christmas Eve. a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples was rung 
by Miss Hollands 1. G. H. Spice 2, Miss B. Spice 3, W . E. Spice 4, J. 
W ebb 5, John E. Spice 6 , W . Spice, sen. (conductor) 7, G. W ebb 8 . 
On Christmas Day, touches in various methods were brought round, 
and on Boxing D ay an attem pt for  a peal of Stedman, conducted 
by John E. Spice, "failed after two hours’ ringing owing to a shift 
course.

On handbells, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Doubles, ten different 
callings : Miss Betty Spice 1-2, John E. Spice (conductor) 3-4, ‘ Grand
father ’ 5-6. Also 168 of Triples, courses o f Plain Bob and Kent Minor, 
with M r and Mrs. G. H . Spice taking part.

CHELSEA.—A t St. Luke’ s Church on Sunday, January 7th, for 
afternoon service, a quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples (1,260 changes) : 
H . G. Andrews 1. 0. W . Ottley 2, F. Howson 3, T. H. Taffender (con
ductor) 4, E. A. Reeve 5, F. Udall 6, W . Essery 7, C. Bartlett 8 .
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DEATH OF MR. CHALLIS F. WINNEY,
A N  O U T S T A N D IN G  F IG U R E  IN  LO N D O N  

R IN G IN G .
Some Great Records Recalled.

W e much regret to record the death o f Mr. Challis F . W inney, 
one o f the outstanding figures in the Exercise, who passed away on 
Tuesday of last week at the advanced age o f 81 years. Mr. W inney 
had been in failing health for some little time, but his passing leaves 
London ringing circles in general and the Ancient Society o f College 
Youths in particular a great deal poorer for the loss o f a highly 
esteemed member and one whose efforts through two generations added 
lustre to the annals o f the society.

Challis W inney was an extraordinary character. He was a gifted 
ringer and conductor, reticent o f his own great capabilities, often 
blunt in his criticisms, and yet a  man who not only won esteem, but 
even the love o f those who knew him best. He became one o f the 
finest exponents o f the art of ringing in London, took part in many 
famous performances, and, as one of the leading conductors o f the 
College Youths, held a position among ringers far beyond that to 
which the m ajority can aspire. He was a stern master in the belfry 
when he was in charge o f the ringing; he brooked no slovenliness or 
caielessness in ringing; would stop a peal because he was dissatisfied 
with the striking when most other men would have allowed the ringing 
to proceed. M any men have learned a few home truths from  Challis 
W inney’s lips as to their ability at the end o f a rope, but praise 
from  him was praise indeed. Y et behind it all he was the gentlest 
and most kindly o f men, a devout churchman and one whose friend
ship was something to be cherished.

Mr. W inney was born at Nayland, Suffolk, on March 17th (St. 
Patrick ’ s Day), 1858— the year o f the great comet, he would remind 
you, and believers in astrology m ight be tem pted to associate with 
it his genius as a  ringer. Both his father and grandfather were well- 
known ringers in the village. His father was also organist and choir
master.

The fam ily came to London when Challis was about 14 years old, 
and he began his ringing at an early age at St. John’s Church, W ilton 
Road, when a new peal o f bells was put in. His tutors were those 
austere masters o f the old school o f College Youths, and among them 
were such men as John Murray Hayes, Ted H orrex and Dick French, 
but, w ith ringing in his veins, Challis W inney took to it  as a  duck to 
water, and his outstanding ability soon brought him into prominence. 
J. M. Hayes conducted his first peal, which was Grandsire Triples 
rung at St. G abriel’s, Pimlico, on October 2nd, 1880. H e rang his 
first peal o f Stedman Cinques only a fortnight later. This was con 
ducted by James Pettit at Southwark Cathedral. In 1885 he took 
part in the then record length o f Stedman Caters, 11,111, rung at 
Fulham, and o f this famous band Mr. F . E. Dawe is now the only 
survivor,

M EM ORABLE PERFORM ANCES.
M r. W inney’s exceptional gifts led him to take up handbell ringing, 

and the first peal he called was H olt ’ s Original ‘ in hand ’ on March 
21st, 1884. It  was rung by Edwin Gibbs, F. T. Gover, C. F. W inney 
and G. T. McLaughlin, and, it is interesting to note, was um pired by 
John Cox. In the, same year Mr. W inney took part in the same 
composition rung non-conducted at St. Giles’ -in-the-Fields. Mr. 
W inney was a truly great ringer and conductor on handbells, and his 
skill and enthusiasm led to a memorable perform ance— no less than 
the ringing o f H olt ’s Original on handbells non-conducted for the first 
time.

The bright idea that this should be attem pted came from  Mr. 
W inney himself, when he was practising handbell ringing with George 
McLaughlin, who also lived in London, and John C. Mitchell and 
W illiam Buckingham, who both lived at the time a t St. Albans, but 
were in business in London. They used to meet at all hours o f the 
day— and night—often at Mr. W inney’s home. On one occasion, when 
Mr. Mitchell was detained at his office until 10 p.m ., they started for 
a peal at nine minutes past eleven and finished at twenty minutes 
past one in the morning. This peal was rung without bobs being 
called, but trips were corrected. This was on February 25tli, 1887, and 
enthusiasm by  this tim e had reached fever heafc. On February 28th 
over half a  peal was rung in strict silence; on March 2nd two-tliirds 
o f the peal was accomplished under similar conditions before it  came 
to grief, and on March 8tli, 4,600 changes were rung. N ext evening 
nearly half a peal was rung, and then on March 11th triumph was 
achieved and the peal brought round in 2 hours 39 minutes. I t  was 
rung at the old headquarters o f the College Youths, the Goose and 
Gridiron, in St. Paul’ s Churchyard. I t  was listened to by  many 
ringers gathered in an adjoining room, who testified to the perfection 
o f the performance, which stands out as one o f the memorable hand
bell achievements o f all time.

Among the other great performances in which Mr. W inney shared 
were 12.096 o f Double Norwich M ajor at Maidenhead on December 
31st, 1892, the first peal of Maximus at Bow, Cheapside, on January 
19th, 1907; the then record o f 12,160 Bristol Surprise Major, a t Kneb- 
wortli, Herts, on April 8th, 1912; the first non-conducted peal of 
Stedman Cinques on tower bells, rung at Cornhill on February 22nd, 
1913; the still unbealen record of 21,363 Stedman Caters at Appleton, 
Berks, which occupied 12 hours 25 minutes, on April 22nd, 1922, when, 
let. i t  not be forgo! ten, Mr. W inney was 64 years o f age.. In  the

following year Mr. W inney also took part in the great perform ance 
a t Southwark Cathedral, when 12,675 Stedman Cinques occupied 
9 hours 47 minutes, and a few years later was found to be false.

Two other notable perform ances in which Mr. W inney took part may 
be mentioned here. In 1917 he rang 5-6 to Carter’ s Odd-bob peal 
o f Stedman Triples on handbells non-conducted, the first and,, if 
memory serves, the only time the composition has been thus rung. 
The othe- ringers were H erbert Langdon, H arry Pasmore and W illiam 
T. Cockerill. A t St. O lave’ s, H art Street, on October 21st, 1933, Mr. 
Winney called the neal o f Stedman Triples rung by thy aldest band

T H E  L A T E  MR. C H A L L I S  F. W i N N E Y
(seated), photographed with Messrs. J .  C. Mitchell ( left)  and W.
H. L. Buckingham, on the fi ftieth anniversary , in 1937, of the
silent Original on handbells.

that ever took part in a 5,049. The ages o f the eight College Youths 
aggregated 612 years, or an average o f 76^. Messrs. James George 
(Birmingham), F. E. Dawe (W oking) and W . Smith (Reading) are 
left o f the company o f veterans.

Throughout his ringing life Mr. W inney devoted himself to London 
ringing. Although purely through his own retiring nature he had 
never passed through the chair o f the Ancient Society o f College 
Youths, he was an honoured m ember and was for m any years one 
o f the trustees. He had been Master o f the London County Associa
tion, but his main interest was his service to St. Paul’ s Cathedral, 
where he was long a m ember o f the ‘ scroof.’ Mr. W inney took part 
in the opening o f the bells at the Im perial Institute on M ay 10th, 
1893, and conducted the first peal on the bells there on August 9th, 
1902, in honour o f the Coronation o f King Edward V II. and Queen 
Alexandra.

Mr. W inney, we believe, did not keep a record o f the peals he 
rang, but they were somewhere in the region o f seven hundred. His 
great forte was calling Stedman Triples and the ‘ Original.’ W hen 
he rang handbells he seemed to be_ oblivious o f everything and often 
appeared to be asleep—until a hesitation on the part o f one o f the 
other ringers occurred. Then, instantly, he sprang to life  and it  was 
clear that despite appearance he knew all that had been going on.

In his personality he seemed to reflect a period that was already 
aged and passing white he was yet young. There was an old-world 

(Continued on next page.)

*

IB S



January 56th, 1940. T H E  R IN G IN G  W O R L D .

D E A TH  O F M R . CH ALLIS F. W INN EY.
(Continued from  previous page.) 

touch in his simple and fearless piety, too. He was courageous in his 
opinions, but not combative, and in his youthful days he joined the 
volunteers, serving in the Queen's Westminsters.

In  the fam ily ringing history there was a unique connection with a 
celebrated murder case—the murder o f M aria Martin, at the Red 
Barn, Palstead, in 1827. W hen W illiam W inney, Challis5 grandfather, 
was married at Neyland, W illiam  Corder, son o f a form er church
warden at Palstead, was one o f the ringers at the wedding. The 
murder had already been comm itted, and soon afterwards W illiam 
Corder was arrested, found guilty and paid the penalty o f his crime. 
I t  is probably the only instance o f a murderer ringing for a wedding. 
John, W illiam  and George W inney were all good double-handed ringers 
and often rang 7205s together. I t  was not surprising, therefore, that 
Ghallis should follow  in their footsteps, or that he should outshine his 
progenitors through three generations.

Mr. W inney’s services to the College Y ouths were recognised in 
1924, when he was presented with a cheque and an illuminated address 
in appreciation o f his valuable work for  the society and ringing in 
general, also o f the high standard he had always set throughout his 
ringing career. In the closing years o f his life, also, Mr. W inney 
received from  an intim ate group in the society a tangible expression 
of their esteem and regard.

The funeral o f Mr. W inney took place a t Brom pton Cemetery on 
Friday. A fter the comm ittal a course o f Stedman Triples was rung 
on handbells over the grave by H . Langdon, T. H. Taifender, W . E. 
Judd and H . G. Miles. In  addition to the fam ily mourners, the 
following ringers were also present: Dr. Flaxman, Messrs. A. A. 
Hughes, E. A . Young, A . R . Macdonald, G. N. Price and H . Hoskins.

‘ RING O U T  TH E O L D .’
CUSTOM R E V IVE D  A T  IBSTOCK.

In at least one place the black-out may be thanked for being able1 
to ring out the old year, for a t Ibstock, Leicestershire, the custom of 
ringing out the old year was discontinued some time ago owing to 
the Rector holding a watch-night service.

This year, however, as the church is not blacked out, service could 
not be held, and the ringers at once seized the opportunity once 
again to do their bit.

A fter the usual proceedings the bells were lowered in peal at 12.45 
and the ringers were kindly entertained by Mr. D. Mee, the secretary 
o f the Church Council, and Mrs. Mee. They wish to express their 
kind appreciation o f this thoughtfulness and generosity.

DON IN G TO N  G R A M M A R  SC H O O L C A M P A N O LO G IC A L 
SOCIETY.

H O W  IT  STARTED.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I was surprised to read Mr. E. A. Barnett’s encouraging 
remarks about our society in ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ o f January 12th, 
and thank him very much for his very kind wishes. However did a 
‘ Doningtonian Magazine 5 reach M r. B arnett?

In  1958 our newly-appointed headmaster, Mr. S. E. Taylor, o f Godal- 
niing, asked me if I  knew anything about handbells and whether I 
would be willing to start a bellringing society in the school. I  told 
him that, though m y experience on handbells was very limited, I knew 
a little about change ringing and that I should be only too delighted 
to start such a society. Mr. Taylor then told me the history o f our 
bells. His grandfather, Mr. Samuel Fowler, was in a church choir in 
Canterbury, where Canon Helmore started a band o f handbell ringers, 
which Mr. Fowler joined. The band o f ringers broke up and the bells 
were stored for over 50 years. Mr. Taylor had tried without success 
to find handbell ringers in all the schools in which he had taught.

The Handbell Ringing Society is held, like other school societies, 
after school each Thursday afternoon, and these practices last about 
an hour and a half. M ost o f the members would like a  practice every 
evening! Several o f the boys were able to handle a bell in their local 
church, but, with the exception o f one boy, John Firth, none o f them 
knew anything about changes. Thus, having rung many courses o f 
Bob Minor, much credit is due to the boys for  their keenness and 
perseverance.

I  am delighted to add that boys belonging to our society are attached 
to the following local churches : W igto ft and Donington, Swineshead, 
Bicker, Billingborough and Gosberton. JOH N  E. ALLEN.

FO U R -P A R T  PEALS O F BO B M A JO R ,
To the Editor.

Sir,— In Mr. C. Fenn’ s letter o f December 29th, 1939, he gives the 
figures o f a peal o f 5,056 Bob M ajor under the name of Mr. A. C. Hardy. 
This was composed in the year 1886 by Mr. J. J. Brierley, and the 
figures m ay be found in the Central Council’ s Collection o f Peals, 
where they appear as the reverse variation o f peal No. 107, together 
with several other four-part peals on the plan by the same composer.

The calling o f Mr. H ardy’ s peal is identical with that o f Mr. 
Brierley’s, except that the form er peal is started from the sixth course- 
end o f the latter one, thus giving 32546 as the first part-end, instead 
of 54326.

CHARLES W . ROBERTS.
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B E L F R Y  GOSSIP.
»Some o f the ringers who travelled to Bristol for  the B .U .R .G . dinner 

on Saturday had long train journeys. One Sheffieldite was about 
seven hours on the ra il; the visitors from  Manchester took nearly as 
long, but the tedium o f the travelling did not rob the ultimate re
union o f any o f its pleasures.

The dinner itself was tim ed to begin an hour earlier, presumably 
because black-out conditions m ade it  difficult to get home, but some 
o f the brighter spirits kept it  up just as late as ever.

A  few  o f the regular visitors were missing— notably one o f the 
Birmingham contingent. They could not be there in the flesh, but 
they were probably present in the spirit.

Several o f the N .U .T .S . were present at the dinner and took the 
opportunity to ‘ snatch * a few m ore towers both on Saturday and 
Sunday.

A pair o f spectacles and a pipe were found after the dinner. The 
owners can have them on application to the hon. secretary (Mr. E. 
Guise).

A  handbell peal by  Mr. James Bullock and two o f his boys was 
rung at Dagenham 011 Saturday. One o f the boys is 15£ and the 
other 13, and they both scored their first peal. The peal was a birth
day compliment to Mrs. Bullock, Miss Jeane Bullock and Leonard 
Bullock. The last named is 10 years o f age and rang 5-6 to a quarter- 
peal o f Doubles 011 the following day.

Mr. J. E. Davis inform s us that owing to the numerous meetings 
arranged in London, the next practice a t St. Botolph’ s, Bishopsgate, 
will be on February 10th.

On January 19th, 1725, the College Y ouths rang their first peal, 
one o f Grandsire Cinques, at St. Bride’s, F leet Street. I t  was the 
first 011 twelve bells and was conducted by  M atthew East. Benjamin 
Annable rang the second.

On January 21st, 1788, the Cam bridge Youths rang at Great St. 
M ary’s 6,600 changes o f B ob Maximus, which still remains the record 
length in the method. On the same date in 1898 the St. M ichael’ s 
Juniors Society of Gloucester rang 5,040 changes o f Cam bridge Sur
prise Royal at Cheltenham. A t the tim e it  was claimed as the first 
peal in the m ethod, but actually as far back as October 26th, 1822, 
the W akefield men had rung one.

James M otts died 011 January 21st, 1923. For m any years he was 
one o f the leading ringers and bob callers at St. Mary-le-Tower, 
Ipswich, and the leading position that band now holds in the Exercise 
is in 110 small degree due to him. He took part in m any famous peals, 
including 16,608 o f Treble Bob, 14,112 o f London Surprise and the first 
peal o f Cam bridge Maximus.

PENTRE RINGER S D E PA R TU R E .
PRESENTATIO N TO M R. T. J. H AM LIN.

The Llandaff and Monmouth Association has suffered a real loss by 
the departure from  Pentre of Mr. T. J. Hamlin, whose connection 
witli the Sc. Peter’s Society covers a period o f 45 years. Coming to 
the Rhondda Valley nearly 50 years ago, he was em ployed at the 
Pentre Colliery until it  closed down in 1935.

H is church activities extended far beyond ringing. H e was for 
m any years a member o f the C.E.M.S., a sidesman for over 40 years, 
Sunday School teacher, verger and secretary o f the local C.E.T.S. 
H e had charge o f the tower clock for 38 years, and the inhabitants of 
Pentre remember with gratitude these many years o f voluntary 
service.

On Sunday, January 14th, before evensong, the local band rang a 
farewell quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples. The band included one 
ringer with whom Mr. Hamlin had been associated for  45 years, most 
o f the rest having been regular Sunday service ringers for over 25 
years. ” •

Amongst the notable accomplishments which Mr. Hamlin helped 
the band to perform  was the ringing o f the first peals o f Erin Triples 
and O xford Bob Triples in W ales by a local band; also the first peals 
of Stedman Triples, Kent Treble Bob M ajor and Double Norwich for 
the Llandaff and Monmouth Association by a local band. Altogether 
Mr. Hamlin has rung nearly 40 peals, the last being fo r  the Coronation 
of King George V I.

On W ednesday, January 17th, a  suitably inscribed fram ed photo 
o f the St. Peter’ s Society was presented to Mr. Hamlin by  the Rev.
D. Spenser Jones, V icar o f Ystradyfodwg, on behalf o f his fellow- 
ringers.

Fitting tributes were paid to Mr. H am lin’ s unique record and his 
sterling qualities by  the V icar and members o f the society.

A native o f Congresbury, Somerset, Mr. Ham lin ■will reside at 
Yatton, Bristol, with the best wishes o f his fellow-ringers in his 
retirement. ----------------

TH E N .U .T.S.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,- 1 am afraid that the worthy inhabitants o f Chin 11 or 
were indulging in a gentle leg-pull when they told  the N .U .T .S . that 
the bells had not been rung up for a year, since on July 29th, 1939. 
certain local bumpkins looked in at that tower and rang a course of 
London Surprise Minor. I  am almost sure that the bells were rung 
up beforehand.

All power to the N .U .T .S ., and m ay their wheels turn on merrily 
still in 1940, in spite o f these unmannerly interruptions from  the m ain
land. ELLIOT W IG G .

Chearsley Vicarage.
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BRISTOL UNITED GUILDS’ DINNER.
G R E A T  S U C C E S S  D E S P IT E  W A R -T IM E  

C O N D IT IO N S .
T he nineteenth annual dinner o f  Bristol United Ringing Guilds, 

held at the Grand H otel, Bristol, on Saturday, was, despite the 
handicap o f war-time conditions, a great success. Although the num
bers were not quite so great as last year —  which was to be ex
pected— there was, nevertheless, an attendance of some two hundred 
and among the visitors were those who came from  as far afield as 
London, Sheffield, Manchester and Birmingham.

Ringing took place during the afternoon at various Bristol churches 
and the hour of th e ‘ dinner was advanced to five o ’ clock. This year’s 
chairman was Mr. W illiam  Abraham, o f St. Thom as’ Guild, and the 
vice-chairman Mr. Brian Huddleston, o f W estbury. Among those 
present were Mrs. Abraham, the Rev. Canon A. R . Millbourne, the 
Rev. M. Paterson (St.
Thom as’ ), the Rev., Dr.
Stock, the Rev. F . S. Lee 
(St. Ambrose’ s), the Rev.
C. K . Davis, Messrs. S.
F. Palmer, C. Hewitt, J.
W . Jones, G. Popnell,
W ilfred Williams, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Read, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Stitch, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shuker, Mr. 
and Mrs. Preston, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ingram , Mr. 
and Mrs. J . F. Small- 
wood.

During, dinner light in
strumental music was 
played by ‘ The Ringers’
Sextet,’ and afterwards 
the Chairman proposed 
‘ The K ing.’ He then 
submitted the toast of 
‘ The Church.’ A fter hav

ing first expressed his ap
preciation o f the honour 
o f being elected chairman 
o f the United Ringing 
Guilds for  194-0, Mr.
Abraham  went on to say 
that the toast had been 
proposed a t m any func
tions in past years be
cause people realised that 
the Church was a  great MR. W I L L I A M  A B R A H A M ,
power for good in Eng
land. A t a tim e when the country was at war they had. special reason 
for remem bering the Church. Those who served in the last war would 
not easily forget the splendid services rendered by the chaplains and 
the Church Army. He could speak from  personal experience and had 
m any pleasant recollections. They took it  for granted that the Church 
would not forget its duty to those serving with the Forces during 
this present struggle. They welcomed as their guest that evening 
Canon Milbourne, who until recently enjoyed the distinction of being 
head o f the famous Colston Boys’ School, and they fe lt sure he would 
continue to be prom inent in the city and in the service of the Church 
(applause). In  past years that dinner had been honoured at different 
times by three Bishops, two Archdeacons and other eminent clergymen 
and they were grateful to Canon M ilbourne for his presence that night. 
Ringers served the Church in its towers and were pleased that the 
clergy recognised them. Mr. Abraham added a personal appreciation 
o f their friend, the V icar o f St. Thom as’ , for his kindness and con
sideration at all times. Continuing, he said that, whatever the future 
activities of the Church, ringers would support the Church in giving 
a clear lead towards removing many o f the causes of war. No one 
could fa il to respond to such a call, and the probable result would 
be a much better understanding between the nations of the world 

M AKING A GREAT NOISE.
Canon Millbourne, who responded to the toast, brought a message 

from  the Dean o f Bristol, who, he said, was very sorry not to be able 
to attend. They, on their part, were^ also sorry he was not present, 
but were glad to know that the Dean was taking two or three days 
of the summer holiday he lost last year. He (Canon Millbourne) con
fessed he felt one up on the Dean, for lie was very glad and grateful 
for the p r iv ileg e 'o f coming to the dinner. The Dean had the better 
claim to be there, because he knew something about bellringing, 
whereas the subject was a. closed book to him (the speaker). He 
hoped however, that some day he m ight be allowed the privilege of 
seeing the ringers at their job .- They were people who created a great 
volume o f sound. W hen he was young he wanted to make a great 
volume o f sound, but he took the wrong turning^ and learned to plav 
the trom bone (laughter). If,, when playing that instrument, one made 
a mistake, one could not pass it  off with a cough (laughter). But 
ringers either did not make mistakes or else they knew perfectly well 
that the average layman would not know that they had made a 
mistake (laughter).

Continuing, Canon M illbourne said he thought he m ight sum up 
everything that m ight be said in response to the toast by  quoting 
some words lie once s a w :—

‘ As long as bells do ringe 
Shall alle menne singe 
Praise to our Heavenly K inge.’

The voice o f the bells was, he said, the voice o f the Church and the 
ringers w ere . an essential part of the Church. The Church could 
afford to be grateful to the ringers whenever bells were being rung. 
He trusted that they would soon hear the voice o f the bells in such 
volume as they had never heard before, ringing for peace, and that 
in those bells they would hear the voice o f the Church. But come it 
soon or come it  late, the bells would be the voice o f the Church’, and 
the Church was grateful for the toast which the ringers had honoured 
that night (applause).

A  W ELCOM E RETURN.
The Rev. M. Paterson, who proposed ‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ said 

when he spoke on the same toast at that dinner last year he told 
them he was making his farewell speech. H e told them lie had been 
present at sixteen o f those dinners, that he had made a number of 
speeches, that he had given them a great amount o f good advice; 
he had told  the ringers how they ought to behave to .raw recruits; 
how they ought to behave to the c lergy ; he had told the clergy how 
they ought to behave to the ringers— alas, there were so few clergy 
present— and he had also, told ringers how t-licy ought to behave 
towards themselves. Having said farewell to them last year, lie 
ought to apologise for being present that night, but lie was there for 
three reasons. The first was that he was V icar o f St. Thomas’ Church 
and one o f St. Thom as’ ringers was their chairman .(applause). Tt 
would have been singularly ungrateful if he had not been present 
when he was in the chair. The senior churchwarden o f St. Thom as’ , 
who had been present at many o f those dinners, would also have been 
with them  but for the illness o f his w ife: The second reason why he 
(Mr. Paterson) was present, despite his speech last year, was that the 
Editor o f ‘ The Ringing W o r ld ’ expressed his regret at the farewell 
and he felt that that was a very good reason for making another 
speech (laughter and applause). The third reason was. a purely selfish 
one; and that was that he would not have to go home in a Bristol 
bus. M :. Paterson offered some amusing but pungent, criticism o f the 
Bristol buses-and said he would rather have had the old trams, but 
he praised the skill of the bus drivers and the courtesy o f the 
conductors.

Proceeding, Mr. Paterson said lie owed a debt of gratitude to. the 
Editor o f ‘ The Ringing W orld ’ because 011 the last two occasions he 
had flattered his vanity, not only by reporting his speeches in full, but 
by  writing 011 each occasion a leading article about what he had said. 
The Editor was present with them  011 that occasion for many reasons; 
one was to remind ringers that there existed a  paper devoted entirely 
to their interests. H e (the speaker), as a citizen, read a daily news
paper, and as long as Sir John Simon left him a few . pennies 
(laughter), he hoped to continue to read a daily paper. As a church
man he also read a Church paper; i f  he were a ringer lie should 
most certainly also feel it his duty to take in one more paper, and 
that paper would be ‘ The R inging W orld  ’ (applause). H e thanked 
the Editor for  the great courtesy he had shown to him personally on 
many occasions, and in the name o f the ringers he thanked him also 
for the great work he had done, was doing and would do for all those 
who found their pleasure in the towers o f the churches, throughout 
the land (applause).

Mr. J. S. Goldsmith, in thanking the Rev. M. Paterson for his kindly 
speech, expressed the pleasure all the company present must feel thal 
they had the V icar o f St. Thom as’ once m ore with them and,that his 
name was again on the toast list. H e drew attention, to the fact 
that Mr. Paterson had not, on this occasion, m entioned.that it  was 
his farewell speech, and they would all hope he would long be- Spared 
to come among them 011 the occasion of the Bristol Guilds’ dinner 
(applause). Continuing, Mr. Goldsmith said when the war started H 
looked as if ringing would collapse, and there was, in the early weeks, 
the definite possibility that ‘ The Ringing W orld  ’ would have to pull 
down the blinds. H appily they had tided over those particularly 
difficult days, and, partly at any rate, through the. lead given by 
‘ The Ringing W orld ,’ ringing activity had been resumed and w;is 
increasing. He congratulated the Bristol United Guilds upon their 
courage in holding that dinner in the face of m any obstacles, and 
congratulated them also upon the success o f the gathering.

LOOKING TO TH E  FUTURE.
Mr. J. F. Smallwood proposed the toast o f ‘ The Gloucester and 

Bristol Diocesan Association and the Bristol United Guilds.’ The 
name o f the association, he said, conjured up the names o f many 
famous ringers connected with it, among them those o f the Rev.
C. D. P . Davies, the brothers James, Jim Hinton, Jack Wilkins and 
many others. H e thought it was a great thing that at those gather
ings they should remember the stalwarts who had contributed 
largely to the building up o f that society. H e could claim to have a 
definite link with the association, because, about 30 years ago, one of 
its members, Adolphus Roberts, called his first peals o f Stedman 
Triples and Double Norwich. In return he taught Adolphus Roberls 
to ride a bicycle (laughter), and those who . knew Adolphus Roberts 
could imagine what a task that was, for  he stood about 6ft. 4in. in 
height and weighed about 16 stones (laughter). The Gloucester and 
Bristol Association had played a considerable part in the building up

(Continued on next page.)
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of the Exercise as they knew it to-day, and he was astonished recently 
to  find that in the last war, out o f a resident membership o f 600, 
the association yielded 350 members to His M ajesty’s Forces, 60 o f 
whom did not return. H e thought that was a wonderful record. I t  
was, he continued, fairly safe to assume that in the difficult days 
that lie ahead a somewhat similar position would arise. The younger 
members would once m ore be called upon to serve the country. Last 
year he put in a strong appeal for recruitm ent to make up the losses 
which naturally occurred. Now, it  seemed to him, with the greater 
loss which would have to be faced, it  would need a greater effort 
than ever. I t  was really up to the clergy to provide them  with the 
suitable m aterial to fill their ranks, and then it  was up to the ringers 
to make the best use o f that m aterial. There was always a good deal 
o f wastage. Young men took up ringing, found there was a  job  of 
work in it  and gave it  up when they were on the point o f becoming 
a success. H :  thought the associations should give m ore careful study 
to the questions o f proper training and the prevention o f wastage in 
the future. In Bath they had been very successful in holding com 
bined practices on Saturday afternoons. H e commended this to his 
Bristol friends and other towns. I t  was better for  a few  towers to 
combine and have one good practice than for all the towers to give 
up practice because they could not get enough ringers. He thought 
it was up to the associations and guilds to take a m ore definite in
terest in the training of ringers. Associations occasionally devoted 
guild funds to grants for bell restorations, which seemed to indicate 
that there was money about, but he personally would sooner see 
money devoted to training ringers than to bell restorations. I t  was 
up to the Church authorities and the parishioners to keep their bells 
in order; they, as ringers, should use their m oney for the proper 
training o f ringers. H e was very much opposed to building up large 
surpluses in association funds. H e did not think they should regard 
a ringing society as a sorb o f savings association, but devote their 
funds to the art they all loved. He would even say that if  money 
was short, they m ight voluntarily pay an increased subscription to 
their societies. W ith regard to the Bristol U nited Guilds, ringers 
had come to expect the. unexpected. H e had in his pocket the menu 
card o f the first dinner held 18 years ago. He attended that dinner 
and had not missed m any since, and he was glad to see that his 
friends in Bristol had stuck to the event. Looking at that gathering, 
he thought all would agree that it  was fully justified, and he con
gratulated the comm ittee upon their courage in going on with the 
orgai isation o f the dinner. W hat Bristol did to-day Birmingham 
thought to-morrow. Birmingham had taken courage from  Bristol’s 
action and was going to keep its Johnson dinner going. He con
gratulated Mr. Guise and the committee on the success o f the gather
ing (applause). In the absence of the Master o f the association, he 
coupled with the toast the name o f Mr. J. Gould, who had been a 
member for  over fifty years.

Mr. Gould, in a brief but fitting reply, also recalled the names of 
many past members o f the Gloucester and Bristol Association who 
had helped to build up the fortunes o f the organisation, and hoped 
all the members would do their best to keep ringing going in these 
difficult times. H e said he had been a member for  56 or 57 years 
and had always m et good company (applause).

A WELCOME TO THE V ISITO R S.
The Vice-Chairman submitted ‘ Kindred Guilds and Associations,’ 

and warmly welcomed the visitors and the representatives o f other 
associations. Such gatherings as that, he said, m arked the great bond 
o f  friendship that existed among ringers. Some men, however, were 
content to climb the same old belfry steps week after week, pull the 
same old rope, ring the same old bell to the same old method. That 
was not the spirit o f the true bellringer, who should be glad to visit 
neighbouring towers and lend a hand wherever help was needed.

Mr. E. Stitch (Swansea and Brecon Guild) responded and thanked 
the Bristol United Guilds for arranging that most enjoyable gathering. 
The gathering helped to make for  sociability and friendliness among 
ringers and without these things it  was not worth having. H e had 
been coming to Bristol for  twelve years, and whenever he came there, 
or, indeed, wherever he went in -any part of the country, he m et with 
the greatest friendliness from  ringers. H e congratulated the Bristol 
Guilds upon holding the dinner and said the visitors greatly appre
ciated what had been done for them  (applause).

Mr. Emery, the pro-vice-chairman, proposed thanks to the artistes. 
I t  was a  toast, he said, to which he responded 19 years ago, and on 
the 2 1st birthday o f that gathering he was looking forward to occupy
ing the chair. The great feature o f that dinner was the musical 
program me. The standard was very high and they deeply appreciated 
the kindness o f the artistes.

Mr. Vaughan Colman acknowledged the vote and said it  was always 
a  pleasure tc reciprocate the kindness shown by Mr. Read and Mr. 
Guise as well as to perform  before an appreciative audience.

The musical programme which had been arranged fu lly  upheld the 
reputation established in past years and included items o f great 
variety. The music during dinner was greatly enjoyed, and among 
the items which followed was the singing of Master Butler, a chorister 
at St. Thom as’ Church, who gave beautiful renderings o f such songs 
as ‘ Pipes o f P an ,’ ‘ W here’er you walk,’ ‘ Smilin* through ’ and 
‘ Bird songs at Eventide.’ He was accompanied at the piano by Mr. 
Clifford Hensley, the organist and choirmaster. Music and song were 

(Continued in next column.)

ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
BROADCASTIN G TO BE REN EW ED A T  ST. M AR T IN ’S.

The annual general m eeting o f the Society o f R oyal Cumberland 
Youths was held on Saturday, January 20th, at St. M artin’s-in-the- 
Fields. The bells were available from  2.30 p.m . to 4 o ’ clock, and 
many members and friends took the opportunity to have a pull. 
Among those present were Mr. and Mrs. R . F. Deal, Mr. J. Armiger 
Trollope, Mr. Ernest C. S. Turner, Mr. Stafford H . Green, Mr. Horace 
Belcher and Mr. W illiam  Hewett.

Considering the severe weather and war conditions prevailing, the 
attendance was very gratifying, well over 50 people putting in an 
appearance in the course o f the day.

A t the business meeting, held in the Vestry Hall, the V icar (the 
Rev. P at McCormick) welcomed the gathering and congratulated the 
society on having such a good m eeting. He said he expected the 
Sunday evening broadcast services to be resumed at St. M artin’s on 
April 7th, but instead o f being m onthly the service would only be 
held quarterly. H e hoped the ringers would be able to continue their 
part o f the program me as before the war. H e also stated there was 
to be a  service broadcast monthly to the Empire on the third  Sunday, 
commencing with February 18th. The tim e fixed for  the service, how
ever, was so early— namely, 8.30 a .m .— that he feared he would have 
the greatest difficulty in getting a congregation to support him. He 
asked the ringers to bring the service to the notice o f anyone who 
might be interested and who could attend. So far nothing had been 
heard that the bells would be required at these broadcasts.

The balance- sheet was circulated to the members and showed a 
slightly decreased balance on the year’s working.

I t  was pointed out by  the secretary (Mr. G. W . Steere) that in 
some cases the collection o f steepleage had been overlooked, and 
asked the members to keep the m atter in mind for  the future.

The secretary announced apologies for absence from  Mr. and Mrs.
G. W . Fletcher, Mr. James Parker, Mr. A . H . Pulling and Mr. W . J. 
Robinson.

The company was then asked to  stand in silence for  a few  moments 
to the memory o f those who had passed away since the last meeting. 
These included Mrs. W illiam  E. Taylor, Mr. H arold N . Davis, Mr. 
Alfred Pye and Mr. John H . Cheesman.

The hon. secretary reported that ten peals were rung by the society 
during 1939, including Stedman Cinques 4, Stedman Caters 1, Super
lative 1, Bob M ajor 1, Spliced Minor in 30 methods 1, M inor in seven 
methods 2. The Master, Mr. G. H . Cross, had conducted six o f these, 
Mrs. Fletcher one, Mr. G. Gilbert one and Mr. R . B ird one. By far 
the mosr- interesting peal, the secretary stated, was the Bob M ajor, 
rung entirely by a band o f ladies. Very few societies outside the ranks 
o f the Ladies’ Guild could boast such a perform ance, and the society 
owed a deep debt o f gratitude to Mrs. J. E. Davis and Mrs. E. K . 
Fletcher for  arranging and conducting the peal respectively.

M ention was made o f the great disappointment fe lt by the members 
in the cancellation o f the proposed jo in t m eeting w ith the Ancient 
Society o f College Youths, arrangements for  which were alm ost com 
plete when hostilities commenced. I t  is hoped that this meeting will 
lie held when the war is over. Another jo in t m eeting which had to 
be dropped was that which was scheduled to take place in October at 
W altham Abbey with the Essex and Middlesex Associations.

The following officers were all re-elected: Master, Mr. G. H . Cross; 
hon. treasurer and secretary, Mr. G. W . S teere; senior steward, Mr. 
T. B ev an ; junior steward, Mr. R . C. H eazell; trustees, Mr. A. H ardy 
and Mr. C. J. M atthews; auditors, Mr. A. W . J. Hughes and Mr.
F. G. Symonds.

Mr. J. A. Trollope and Mr. A. Everett were proposed for  the post 
o f junior steward, but both withdrew. M r. A . J. W . Hughes’ name 
was also put forward, a ballot resulting in Mr. Heazell’s re-election 
by one vote.

Twelve new members were elected, viz. : Mrs. K . B . Jones, o f Bexley; 
Mr. R . C. H . Connolly, W atford ; Mr. J. M. G ayford, L ittle W altham ; 
Mr. N  F. Grinham, B oreham ; Mr. F. E. Hawthorne, Thames D itton ; 
and Mr. Frank Mitchell, Mr. Alan Hall, Mr. Alan Ball, M r. Alfred 
Williams, Mr. Kenneth Medhurst, Mr. R obert Holden, all o f  Bexley; 
and Mr. A. J. Carter, o f Hampstead.

I t  was decided to arrange a m eeting at Bexley in June, at the 
invitation o f Mr. H erbert Holden,  ̂and to explore the possibility o f a 
combined practice at Shoreditch in March, in conjunction with St. 
B otolph’s, Bishopsgate.

On the m otion o f the Master, it  was decided to hold the dinner in 
abeyance until peace is restored.

The election o f the following members at Christchurch on August 
12tli was confirmed : Mrs. F. T . Marshallsay, Mr. W illiam  E. Cheater 
and Mr. H arry J . Gillard.

Mr. C. J. Matthews proposed a hearty vote o f thanks to  the V icar 
for the use o f the bells and the Vestry Hall.

The m eeting concluded with a vote o f thanks to the secretary, 
moved by Mr. A. Hardy.

(Continued from  previous column.) 
provided by the Dallin B rothers; there was a ‘ Cabaret Fraction ’ 
under the direction o f Miss Edie R yan ; com edy was sustained by Mr. 
George Cooper, while Mr. E. Vaughan Colman mystified the audience 
with some very clever conjuring tricks. Last but not least Mr. Charles 
Thomas entertained the audience with some good stories.
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CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
M ACCLESFIELD BRAN CH  A N D  EFFECTS OF W A R .

Despite the fog  and severe frost, m ore than 20 stalwarts from 
Macclesfield and the outlying districts m et at Christ Church on 
January 13th for the general meeting o f the Macclesfield Branch of 
the Chester Diocesan Guild. The first comers arrived about 3 p.m., 
among whom were the Rev. Benson and Mr. W . Dean, both welcome 
visitors, who are connected with the N orth Staffs Association. The 
bells o f Christ Church, a melodious peal o f eight, are notorious for 
their strange antics, especially to the uninitiated in their pranks, and, 
apart from  some o f the local company, many o f the visitors were in 
‘ trouble * quite early. Notwithstanding this, courses in several 
standard methods were successfully brought round.

The Guild service was conducted by the Rev. S. J. F . Sharpies 
(Vicar), who gave a very interesting address touching on the different 
ways in which the sound o f the bells is interpretated by various people.

A t the business meeting which followed the secretary’s report on 
the activities o f the branch during 1939 and the balance sheet were 
unanimously adopted.

The Rev. S. J. F. Sharpies was elected chairman of the branch and 
Mr. T . Taylor vice-chairman.

The following retiring officers were re-elected for  a further term  of 
office: R inging Master, Mr. J . W orth ; secretary, Mr. J. T ipper; 
treasurer, Mr. J . N orbury; representative on the Guild Committee, 
Mr. T. T aylor; instructors to the branch, Messrs. W . Gayes, T . Taylor 
and J. W orth ; whilst Mr. J . W orth  was also nom inated as change 
ringing member on the Guild Committee.

R inging meetings were provisionally arranged to take place during 
1940 at Bosley, Gawsworth, Chelford and Bollington, subject to the 
consent o f the incumbents concerned.

The meeting concluded with a hearty vote o f thanks to the Vicar 
for presiding a t  the meeting, for taking the service and for the use 
o f the bells, to the Rev. L . Copestake for officiating a t the organ 
during the service, and last, but by no means least, to the ladies 
who had made all arrangements for the very enjoyable tea.

The V icar responded with a happy little speech, a fter which further 
use was made of the bells until 7.30 p.m.

YOUTiH SHOULD BE ENLISTED.
The secretary’s report stated that cessation o f practice nights during 

the -winter months due to the national em ergency had presented a 
real difficulty, and this feature had to a very large degree caused lack 
o f interest. In  consequence poor attendance on Sundays for  service 
ringing had resulted in some instances. H e sincerely hoped that 
practice nights would be resumed during the summer months, also 
that full advantage would be taken o f them to bring interest back 
again. I t  was pleasing to note that practice nights had recently been 
resumed at Christ Church and the Parish Church, thanks to the valued 
co-operation o f the V icar o f Christ Church. Seventeen members had 
taken part in 23 peals during the year, o f which five were rung at 
towers connected with the Macclesfield Branch. A  decrease o f 21 was 
re.vealed in the number o f peals rung during 1939 compared with 1938, 
whilst further decreases o f four are shown in the number o f members 
taking part and eight in the number o f peals rung in the Macclesfield 
Branch. I t  should be borne in mind, however, that owing to the 
outbreak o f war very few  peals had been rung since Septem ber 3rd, 
whereas peal ringing activity was a t its height during this period in 
1938. There were now seven honorary members, 58 ringing members 
and three junior members, making a total o f 68, a decrease of one 
com pared with 1938. Of this total, five had already been called to 
the colours, and in this respect the membership m ay be further re
duced by the calls o f m ilitary service. They must, therefore, attempt 
to persuade youths to take up the art o f change ringing to ensure 
the full number of bells being rung every Sunday for service. It  had 
been suggested in ‘ The R inging W orld  ’ that suitable recruits would 
be found in the youth leaving the choir owing to change o f voice, as 
it had been found that youths o f this age often tended to leave the 
church thinking there was not a job  for them. Here then was the 
opportunity to retain them in further useful service. The Vicar of 
Bosley had drawn attention to the fa ct that the bells a t  that place 
had been rung only once since the outbreak o f war. Two o f the 
Gawsworth band had been called to the colours and chiming o f  the 
bells had been resorted to for service in this case. I t  was, o f course, 
only to be expected that their activities would be subject to a certain 
amount o f dislocation under present-day conditions, but it  was felt 
that every effort should be made, entailing the co-operation o f each 
m ember o f the branch, to carry on as well as possible, as only by  so 
doing could the spirit o f the Guild be kept alive.

PEN SHURST RINGERS ARE CHOIRM EN.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,— A t Pensliurst Church in the quiet weald of Kent on 
Christmas m orning the ringers m et under the direction o f the Rectoi 
at 6.30 a.m . (without black-out) and rang for early service at 7 a.m. 
Following that they rang for m orning service at 10.30 a.m ., ceasing 
the full octave in peal. Then the whole eight o f tbe band went to 
robe up in the vestry to take their places in the procession and in 
the choirstalls. This, I  think, has been achieved through roping in the 
choirboys a t the time their voices break and before they drift away. 
I  have never been successful in persuading a ringer to join the choir 
or vice versa. In  m y early days, while living in the adjoining parish 
o f  Chiddingstone, there were six of us interested in both.

GEORGE EDW ARDS.

NOTICES.
T H E  C H A R G E  F O R  N O T IC E S  of M eetings inserted 

under this heading is at the rate of 3d. per line (average 
8 words) per insertion, with the minimum charge of 1 /6.

N O T IC E S  m u s t  be received N O T  L A T E R  T H A N  
M O N D A Y .

‘ The R inging W orld ’ can be sent direct by post from 
the Editorial Office for 4s. per quarter.

A ll  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  s h o u ld  b e  s e n t  t o  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  
O f f i c e  o f  ‘ T h e  R in g in g  W o r l d , ’ L o w e r  P y r f o r d  
R o a d , W o k i n g , S u r r e y .

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Farnham  D is
trict.— The district annual meeting at Farnham  (8 bells) 
on Saturday, Jan . 27th. Service 2.30. R in g in g  3 p.m. 
and after business until 8 p.m. T e a  and business at 
D arracott’s, W est Street, 5 p.m . N ote time of service ! 
Y our support is requested by C. W . Denyer, Hon. Sec., 
120, Ash Road, Aldershot.

Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— The annual general 
meeting of the association will be held at Hunslet, near 
Leeds, on Saturday, Ja n . 27th. T h e recently restored 
bells will be available from 2 p.m . A  brief service will 
take place at 4 p.m ., followed by tea in the Parish Room 
at 5 p.m. A charge of is . 4d. per head will be made 
for tea. The annual general m eeting will be held on the 
same premises immediately afterw ards. As urgent and 
important business will be dealt with, a large and repre
sentative attendance is hoped for. Reports will be 
available, and subscriptions are now due. Balm  Road 
cars from Leeds (City Square) pass the church.— L. W . 
G. M orris, Gen. Sec., 65, L ilvcroft Road, Heaton B rad 
ford.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  L O N 
DON D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— North and E ast D istrict—  
Annual meeting will be held at S t. G iles’-in-the-Fields 
Church on Saturday, Jan . 27th. B ells available at 2.30 
p.m. Service at 4 .30  p.m . T ea to follow at the E x 
press D airy C o., H igh Street, W .C .2 , Branch. H and
bells will be available.— T. J .  Lock, Hon. Dis. Sec ., 57, 
H olloways Lane, North Minims, Hatfield, Herts.

S U R R E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— North-W estern District. 
— The annual district meeting will be held at Beddington 
on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. Bells available from 3 
o ’clock. Service 4.45. Tea in the V illage  Hall at 5 .30, 
followed by business m eeting. All ringers welcom e.— F .
G. W oodiss, Hon. D is. Sec., 28, Strathearn Road, Sut
ton, Surrey.

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — A meeting of 
the W estern Division will be held at W ashington on 
Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. R in gin g 2 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Tea at Mr. Settabee’s, Is . per head. Business meeting 
to follow to discuss future arrangem ents. H alf rail fare 
(maximum Is . 6d.) to members.— F . H. Meeten, Hon. 
D iv. Sec., 22, North Street, W orthing.

C H E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D — N orthw ich.Branch. 
— The annual branch meeting will be held at H artford on 
Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. R in g in g  till 5 .30. Service 5.30. 
Tea 6 .15. M eeting after tea. All ringers are welcome.—
H. Parker, Branch Sec.

B A T H  A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N —  
Ilchester D eanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Y eovil on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells (10) 
available 2.30 to 4 p .m ., and after the meeting. Usual 
arrangem ents.— F . Farran t, Martock, Somerset,
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M ID L A N D  C O U N T IE S  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  General 
quarterly meeting, Saturday, Jan uary  27th, at E arl Shil
ton. Bells (8) open from  2.30 . Good bus service from 
Leicester and Nuneaton. Committee meet 3-30. Tea
4.30, followed by meeting in H igh Street Schools. Tower 
open till 8 p.m . and convivial at Roebuck Inn afterw ards 
with handbells. Tea, Is . per head.— Ernest M orris, Gen. 
Hon. Sec.

W IN C H E S T E R  A N D  P O R T S M O U T H  D IO C E SA N  
G U IL D .— Basingstoke D istrict.— The annual general 
meeting will be held at Basingstoke on Saturday, Jan u 
ary 27th. Bells available from 2.30 p.m. Service in St. 
M ichael’s Church at 4 p.m. T ea at 5 p.m . in Church 
Cottage. Business meeting follow s.— J .  G. Stilwell, Hon. 
D is. See.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Luton District. 
-—A meeting will be held at Tilsworth on Saturday, Ja n u 
ary 27th. The six bells (a delightful peal) will be 
available from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. All ringers are in
vited. Buses pass the church..— E . A . Belson, D is. Sec., 
7 , Queen Street, Leighton Buzzard.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  D IO C E S A N  A S S O 
C IA T IO N .— Cirencester Branch.— The annual meeting 
will be held at Cirencester, on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. 
Parish Church bells (12) available from 2.30 p.m. Tea
4.30, and service at 5 .30.— W . I-I. H ayw ard, Branch 
Hon. Sec., 1, Bow ling Green Road, Cirencester, Glos.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N . —  An
nual general meeting of Northern District at St. M ary ’s, 
Hitchin, Saturday, Jan uary  27th. Bells available 3 p.m. 
Service 4 .30. Annual meeting 5 p.m. in tower. T ea in
terval until 6.30 p.m. Further ringing till 9 p.m . M ake 
own arrangem ents for tea. B lack  out the blues and en
joy some good ringing. D on’t forget, members of this 
district. Election of officers for 1940.— R . T . Newm an, 
Dis. Sec., 36, Salisbury Road, Baldock.

H E R T F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Eastern D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Plert- 
ford on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. All Sa in ts ’ (10 bells) 
from 2.30 to 4.45 p.m. Bengeo (8) from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Service at All Sa in ts ’ at 4.45 p.m. Tea and business 
meeting at the M ay Flow er on the w ay to Bengeo. W ill 
all committee members make a special effort to attend to 
elect a district secretary on my retirement owing to' cir
cum stances.— A. Laurence. D is. Sec., Hatfield.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Lewisham  D is
trict.— A quarterly meeting will be held at Holy Trinity, 
Dartford, on Saturday, January 27th. Bells available 3- 
5 p.m. Service at 5 . T ea  and business meeting to fol
low. Subscriptions for 1940 are now due and should be 
paid at this m eeting.— A. G. Hill, Plon. D is. Sec.

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Northern Branch, 
Gainsborough D istrict.— The annual meeting will be held 
at Gainsborough on Saturday, Jan uary 27th. Bells (8, 
tenor 19J  cwt.) available during afternoon and evening. 
Short service.— Geo. L . G. T.unn, Hon. Sec., 248, Lea 
Road, Gainsborough.

L I N C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  Southern 
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at M arket 
Deeping on Saturday, Jan uary  27th, this tower being 
blacked out. Bells (6) will be available from 2.30 to 9 
p.m. Service 4 .30, followed by tea and business meet
ing at Im perial Cafe. Come and m ake this our final 
meeting a success.— C. T . H . Bradley, Hon. Sec ., Folk- 
ingham, Lincs.

BA TPI A N D  W E L L S  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N . 
— C ary Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be 
held at Diteheat on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th. Bells 2.30 
to 8.30. Service 3 .45. T ea  and meeting follow ing.— W . 
A . Osborn, Galhampton, Y eovil.

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— E ast B erks and 
South Bucks Branch.— The annual committee meeting 
will be held on Saturday, Jan u ary  27th, at All S a in ts ’ , 
Pligh W ycom be, at 3.30 p.m. Bells (12) available 4 to 
7 p.m. Subscriptions now due.— A. D. Barker, Cam 
bridge, W exliam , Slough.

A N C IE N T  S O C IE T Y  O F ' C O L L E G E  Y O U T H S .—  
The next meeting will be held at headquarters, The 
Coffee Pot, on Tuesday, Jan uary  30th, at 7 p.m .— A. B. 
Peck, Hon. Sec ., 1, Eversfield R oad, R eigate.

K E N T  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Rochester D is
trict.— A meeting will be held at Rainham  on Saturday, 
February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. R in g e rs ’ service
4. 15, followed by tea, kindly provided by the Rainham  
ringers, in the Church Hall. Those accepting the in
vitation to tea must advise the undersigned not later 
than Jan uary 30th. A good muster is expected. Sub
scriptions are now due, except from members serving with
H .M . Forces.— G. H. Spice, Hon. Sec., 35, W oodstock 
Road, Sittingbourne.

M ID D L E S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  
LO N D O N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— South and W est D is
trict.—-The annual district meeting will be held at Heston 
on Saturday, February 3rd. Church of St. Leonard (8 
bells, tenor 14 cwt.) available 2.30 p.m. to 4.50 p.m. and 
later in the evening. It is also hoped to arrange ringing 
at St. P au l’s. Hounslow, and at St. M ary ’s, Norwood 
Green, if numbers w arrant this. T ea, followed by an
nual business meeting at the W estbrook Memorial Club, 
at 5 p .m ., Is . each. O w ing to the prevailing conditions, 
it is essential that notice should be sent to the under
signed not later than February 1st, as the caterer will not 
guarantee tea for any who have not sent in names. It is 
hoped that members and friends will make a special effort 
to attend in good numbers, and m ake the meeting a 
success.— J .  E . Lew is Cockey, Hon. Dis. Sec ., 16, St. 
St. Stephen’s Road, E alin g , W .13. Telephone, Perivale 
5320.

G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A S S O C IA T IO N .—  
Bristol R ural Branch.— The monthly meeting will be held 
at Coalpit Heath on Saturday, February 3rd. Bells (6) 
open from 2.30 p.m. Service 4 p.m. T ea and meeting 
to follow. P lease advise for tea.— R . C. Gifford, Branch 
Sec.

TO W E R  C L 0C K 5 j .  B. JOYCE & CO. LTD.
W eight D r iven  o r  E le c t r i c '  b y  the « / H I T r H l l D r H  c * i
w o r l d ’ s  o l d e s t  m a k e r s  W m J C n U K C n ,  S A L O P

E stablished  O ver 3 0 0  Y ea rs We hnve experts visiting all parts of the British Isles, and sbati be
I L L U S T R A T E D  A R T  C A T A L O G U E  O N  R E Q U E S T  pleased to carrv out - ~ n ^ o r  g v -^ e p o rt , regarding
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E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-Eastern D istrict.—  
— T h e next meeting will be held at Broomfield on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells available 2 .30. Service 4 .30. 
Tea and business m eeting to follow. W ill those requir
ing tea please let me know definitely by W ednesday, 
January 31s t ? — H . W . Shadrack, Hon. Dis. Sec ., Arbour 
Lodge, 48, Arbour Lane, Chelm sford. (P lease note 
change of address.)

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Liverpool Branch. 
— M eeting at Childwall on February 3rd. Service at 5 
p.m. Tea at 5.30 p .m .— G. R . Newton, Branch Sec.

P E T E R B O R O U G H  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Oundle 
Branch.— The 4 1s t  annual meeting will be held at Elton 
on Saturday, F eb ru ary  3rd at 2.30. Service 4 . 1 5 . Meat 
Tea, 2s., at 5 p.m. W ill those needing tea write to the 
Rev. A . P . Sym es, W arnington, Peterborough, by Jan . 30th?

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Northern D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held on Satur
day, February 3rd. R in g in g  at St. Law rence Jew ry , 
City, from 3 p.m . until ‘ black-out ’ time. A  good at
tendance is requested, as several of the present officers 
will not seek re-election.— J .  G. A . Prior, Hon. Sec ., 2 , 
Thorncliffe R oad, Clapham P ark , S .W .2.

E S S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N .— South-W estern D ivision.—  
— A  practice meeting will be held at W oodford on Satur
day, February 3rd. Bells (8) from 2.30 p.m . to 5.30 p.m.

- J .  H. Crampion, Hon. Dis. Sec.
L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Elloe Deaneries 

Branch.— The annual meeting of the above will be held 
at Pinchbeck 011 Saturday, February 3rd. Bells available 
from 2 p.m . Tower; blacked out. Service 3.30 p.m. 
Tea 4.15 p.m . Business meeting afterw ards. A ll those 
intending to be present must let me know by Jan uary 
30th.— Geo. Ladd, Hon. Sec., Pinchbeck, Spalding.

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Bedford D is
trict.— The annual meeting of this district will be held at 
Bromham on Saturday, Feb. 3rd. Bells (8) available 
from 2 .30. Tea at 5 p.m ., followed by business meeting. 
O wing to catering difficulties, tea can only? be provided 
for those who notify me by February 2nd. All very w el
come.— F ran k  C. Tysoe, 10, Grange Road, Bromham, 
Bedford.

B R IG H T O N .— The next practice m eetings will be 
held on Saturdays, at 3 p .m ., as fo llow s: February? 3rd, 
St. P eter’s ; February 17th, Good Shepherd ; March 2nd, 
St. N icholas’ ; March 16th, St. P eter’s— S , E . Arm strong, 
2:1, Kenm ure Avenue, Brighton 6 .

W IT H IN G T O N , N E A R  H E R E F O R D .— The restored 
ring of six  will be re-dedicated by the Lord Bishop of 
Hereford at the 11 a.m . Service on Sunday, February 
4th. The two trebles recast and the peal re-hung with 
modern fittings in new iron frame by G illettand Johnston.

G U IL D F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .—  Chertsey D is
trict.— The annual district meeting will be held at Egham  
on Saturday, February 10th. Bells (8) available 2.30 
p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea in Church Hall 5 p.m. It 
is hoped to have some more ringing after meeting. To 
ensure tea, a postcard by Tuesday, February 6th, please. 
All ringerg- are welcome.— F . E . Hawthorne, Hon. Dis. 
Sec., 39, Queen’s Road, Tham es Ditton.

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— Preston Branch.—  
The next meeting will be held at H igher W alton on 
Saturday, February 10th. Bells available from 3 o ’clock. 
Reports to hand.—-F. R igb y, Hon. Sec., 8, Carrington 
Road, .Chorley,

LO N D O N  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N  A N D  N O R T H  
S O U T H W A R K  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— Annual meeting 
February 10th. R in g in g : St.. Mary.-le-Bow, Cheapside, 
3 to 4.30 p .m .; St. Botolph’s, B ishopsgate, 3 to 4.15 
p.m. ; St. Clement D anes, Strand, 3.15 to 4.45 p.m . Tea 
5 p .m ., P erd y ’s Restaurant, E ssex  Street, Strand, fol
lowed here by business meeting 6 p.m. Nam es for tea 

■ to me, please, by February 7th.— T . W . Taffender, Hon. 
Sec., 26, Southway, R aynes P ark , S .1/V.20.

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W estern 
D istrict.— The annual meeting of the district will be held 
at Apsley on Saturday, February 10th. Bells (6) avail
able from 3 p.m. B u sin ess: Committee, and arrange
ments for 1940. Usual arrangem ents, but tea only pro
vided for those who let me know by Tuesday, Jan uary 
30th..—W . Ayre, D is. Sec.

T O  L E T .
D E T A C P IE D  C O T T A G E  (2 bedroom s), to let,cheap 

to churchman qualified to sing tenor in v illage choir, with 
option of part-tim e agricultural em ploym ent; or boy full 
time,— R ev. . F . L . Edw ards, K ington M agna, Gilling
ham, Dorset.

A N O T H E R  KENT RIN GER'S DEATH .
The Kent County Association has lost by death another ringer, 

Mr. Charles R. Goodburn, of M ilton-next-Gravesend, who passed away 
at the early age of 43 years. He was a native o f Newington, Folke
stone, where Ins father was verger and sexton for over 30 years.

Mr. Goodburn served in the Royal Garrison Artillery from  1916-1919, 
and there is 110 doubt that an illness contracted during that period 
hastened his end.

He was most regular in his attendance at ringing when his duties 
perm itted and will be missed in M ilton tower, where lie had been a 
member for  10 years. H e was also a m ember o f the Ancient Society 
of College Youths.

The funeral took place on Thursday, January 11th, the service being 
held in M ilton Church and conducted by the Rector, the Rev. II. ,T. 
Powell, an hon. member o f the association. He afterwards perform ed 
the comm ittal rites a t Gravesend Cemetery. Mr. F. M. Mitchell 
(leader o f the tower and hon. secretary of the County Association) 
and Mr. J. Buries (deputy leader) represented the. ringers. A widow, 
three sons and four daughters are bereaved.

M I S C E L L A N E O U S
GREAT YARM O U TH .— A t St. Nicholas’ Church 011 Sunday, Decem 

ber 31st, for m orning service, a quarter-peal o f Grandsire Triples 
(1,260 changes) : George Paston 1, P . Newstead 2, R . Davey (con
ductor) 3, J . G. W . H arwood 4, Bdr. C. M ilton, R .A . (Exeter) 5, A. 
W igm ore 6 , A. M oy 7, H . Jerm y 8 .

ASHFORD, KEN T.— A t the Parish Church on Tuesday, December 
26th, a quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples: T . T abrett 1, H. C. Castle 2, 
W . Ring 3, P . Page 4, W . A. Oldfield 5, W . Prior 6, O. W . Everett 
(conductor) 7, Dan Godden 8. Rung on the occasion o f the wedding 
of Miss Nora Swaffer, daughter o f Mr. George Swafler, late ringer of 
Ashford, now o f Canterbury.

CH IDDINGFOLD, SU R R E Y .— On Sunday, December 17th, for 
morning service,.-a. -quarter-peal o f Stedman Triples (1,260 changes.),.: 
J. H . B. Hesse 1, E. J . Ayliffe 2, F . Bowden 3, A. E. Brown (first in 
m ethod) 4, M. Smither 5, H . W ootton (first in method) 6 , A. J. 
Bartlett (conductor) 7, H. Mullard 8.

T H E  R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K
by E. S. and M. POW ELL.

Containing full and complete instruction from  the first handling 
of a bell to the ringing and conducting o f peals o f  Grandsire, 
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob.

Large selection o f Compositions included.
P r ic e :— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2 / 9  
(6 copies for 1 5 / - ) ,  6 bell edition sewn, paper covers , 64 pp ., 

1/2 (6 copies for  6/-).
O b tain a b le  o n ly  p o s t  fr e e  fr o m  Rev. E. S. POWELL, 

S t a v e r t on V ic a r a g e , n e a r  D a ven try ,
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The Central Council Publications
TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.

From the Hon. Librarian. 
Mr. W .  H . J. HOOTON, Homefield, Biiton Grange, near Rugby.

e. d.
OOLLECTION OF PEALS—Section I. (Odd-BeU Treble

Dominated Methods) ..................................................................  9
COLLECTION OF PEALB— Section II . (Plain Bob and

Double Oxford B o b ) .......................................................... 9
OOLLECTION OF PEALS—Section III . (Double Norwich) ... 9
CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above collections 
OOLLECTION OF PLA IN  M AJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out o f Print)
COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS ..................................... 1 O
MODEL RULES FOR A LOCAL COM PANY   (Out o f Print)
R EPO RT OF CONFERENCE W IT H  S .P .A .B ......................  6
CARD OF INSTRUCTIONS IN  TH E CARE AN D USE OF

BELLS ..................................................................................................  l i
ON THE PRESERVATIO N  OF BELLS ................... (Out of Print)
METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples ... ... 3

Cambridge Surprise M ajor ..................  2
Double Norwich and Cam bridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise M ajor ........................... 2

H IN TS TO IN STRU CTORS AND BEGINNERS ................... 2
V AR IATIO N  AND TRAN SPOSITION  ......................................... 1 O
OOLLECTION OF DOUBLES AN D M INOR METHODS (New

Edition) ......................... . ................................................... ........... 2  O

The Jasper Snowdon Series
R E V ISE D  PRICES.

' RO PE-SIG H T , 1 Is. lO d .; ninth ed ition ; 150 pages; treat* Plain Bob 
commencing on three bells.

* G R A N D SIR E ,’ 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, comm encing on
five bells, com plete with the Thompson Charts, etc.

* STAN D ARD  M ETH ODS,’ ninth edition, 2s. lOd.
4 STEDM AN,’ 2s. lOd.— N O W  R E A D Y . An entirely new book by 

J . Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instructions fo r  ringing and conducting the method 

on 5 to 11 bells, with touches and peals, and proof and composition. 
‘ TREBLE BOB,’ Is. 10d.; second edition ; with appendix; 100 pages.
* SU RPRISE METHODS,* 2s. lOd. A  book by the late Rev. 0 . D. P.

Davies, M .A ., F .R .A .S . Contains a tabulated list o f  peals, 10 
diagrams, 126 pages.

All post free, on receipt o f  postal order, from

Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Gartmel, Lancs

P U B L I C A T I O N S .
‘ GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply 

Explained,’ 9th thousand, 6Jd. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen, 
post free. By I. Roe and M. Broome, (Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

4 BOB M INOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,’ 2nd 
thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and 
address as above.

4 CAM BRIDGE M INOR AND M AJOR,’ for those 
about to begin more advanced methods. 7Jd. each, 
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards, 
Wonersh, Surrey.

ALFRED B0WELL,
IPSWICH

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’
NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON - STRETGHINO

JOHN PRITCHARD (Ropes) Ltd.
C H U R C H  B E L L  ROPB M A N U F A C T U R E R S

LOUGHBOROUGH
E S T . 1 8 2 0  ____________ P R IC E  L IS T  O F
T E L , 2 4 0 0  ------------------------ T H E  S O L E  M A K E R S

Clock and Chiming Ropes 
Flexible Ends, Splicing and Repairs

RINGING M ATS AND BELL M UFFLERS

-/o v e r  io o
___________________________ If YEAR'S .

JO HN S M IT H  & SO NS Q U E E N  S T ., DER BY

Printed fo r  the Proprietor by  the W oodbridge Press, L td ., Guild
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., L td ., Breams 
Buildings, London, B.O.4.

BELL ROPES
BEST QUALITY LOWEST PRICES

FLAGS A N D  
B U N TIN G

HERBERT J. GRAY, LTD.
( Incorporating JOSETJA 0. CL Off I? 4 CO.)

Rope and Flag W o rk s -  EXETER, DEVON

S u ita b le  fo r  P r e s e n ta t io n  o r  
W e d d in g  G i f t

C orrectly Modelled BELL H K S T A H D 2 S & , m  Solid  Silver

Diameter 2}in 2iin, 3}in. 3}in . 4in. 4iin. Sin. 5lln
Price 16/8 1 9 /6  2 5 /-  3 0 /-  3 8 /6  4 7 /6  6 0 /-  7 0 /-

The Sin. size is also made to  hold 50 cigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges

T.E. RUSSELL and Optician
Telephone 276 W O K I N G


