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CHURCH BELLS A LUXURY ?

There are still some strange notions existing with re-,
garcl to church bells. The Lincoln Diocesan Board of
Finance have recently declared church bells to be a luxury
and on that ground, therefore, have refused a grant to-
wards the restoration of the bells at Navenby. Such a
declaration seems to us to form a bad precedent, becaust-
there are other articles in the furnishings of a church
which could, with equal justification, be brought into the
same category and assistance denied to their renovation
for the same reason. It may well be that' the Diocesan
Board prefers to devote its funds to other purposes, but
it is the reason for and not the actual refusal of the grant
which we desire to question. First of all we hold that
church bells are not primarily a luxury. It is laid down
in the Book of Common Prayer that a bell shall be tolled
at a convenient time before the beginning of morning and
evening prayer; therefore a bell maintained in proper re-
pair is a necessity demanded by the laws of the Church.
A ring of bells, in our view, derive the same importance
when substituted for a single bell; and their proper main-
tenance is a duty which devolves upon the church authori-
ties. Whether or not any Diocesan Finance Board will
help a bell restoration fund is a matter within their own
discretion, but they cannot justifiably say that bells are
luxuries. If they do so they must equally dub the church
organ a luxury, and with more justification, because, as
far as we know, the organ finds no mention in the direc-
tions for the conduct of worship. Yet we wonder if the
Lincoln Diocesan Finance Board would refuse to assist a
fund for the restoration of an organ purely on the ground
that it was a 1lluxury '?

But let us, for the moment, assume that bells are
luxuries; is that any reason why a Diocesan Board of
Finance should refuse to assist a bell restoration fund?
If it were asked merely to assist in the installation of a

new peal or even in the augmentation of an existing
peal, the refusal could, perhaps, be understood if it is
assumed that it is a luxury, but the question of the

restoration of a ring of bells is another matter. The
Church authorities are liable for the maintenance of all
property in their eare, and those who have in the past
accepted and who still from time to time accept the
custody of a new peal of bells, do so with the knowledge
that they and their successors will be held responsible
for the upkeep of this part of the church’s equipment,
just as much as they are for the maintenance of the organ,
or the surplices of the choir. They cannot shelve their
responsibility on the ground that bells are a ‘ luxury,’

and, as Diocesan Finance Boards are established (inter
(Continued on page 626.)
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alia) to assist by grants or payments of money, the equip-
ment, maintenance and repair of churches, it seems
strange that the excuse of ‘ luxury ' should have been
put forward in the diocese of Lincoln, when a request of
this kind was made. In this instance, however, the
Board’'s action has had what was probably an unlooked
for sequel, for the Parochial Church Council of Navcnby,
faced with an extension of their burying ground and slill
requiring 2150 to complete the restoration of the bells,
have declined for the present to make any further collec-
tions on behalf of the diocesan fund !

TEN BELL PEALS.
STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
AND THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF PAINSWICK YOUTRS.

On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Thru Hours and Twenty Minutes.

At the Chorch op St. Lawrence,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE CATERS,S003 CHANGES;

Tenor 20 cwt.
Hcbert Scrivbns .. Treble George Orchard . 6
John Aostin 2 Frans Ponting 7
T revor Pritchard 3 EX. Sgt.J. W irrni 8
T homas Baldwyn 4 George Condick 9
Jesse Gillett 5 Edward Paul ....Tenor

Composedly A. Knights. Conducted by John Acstin.
Rung on the eve of the dedication festival.
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Three Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At the Cathedral Ciidrch of St. Nicholas,
A PEAL CF KENT TREBLE BB ROYAL, 6080 CHANGES;
Tenor 371 cwt.

«George A. Pickering ...Treble Robert Anderson - 6
W illiam Story 2 John Foreman ... 7
Joseph Rowell . ... 3 Thomas T. Gofton 8
John Anderson..... 4 JossrH E. R. Keen ... 9
W itliam J. Davidson . 5 W ittiam H. Barber ... ...Tenor
Composed by R. W irt1iams. Conducted by W it1iam H. Barber.
* First peal in tbe method. First poal on the bells since being
rehung with all latest improvements, including ball bearings, by

Rung after meeting short for Maxi-

LONDON.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Three Hours and Twenty-Three Minutes
At the Chorch of St. Clement Danes, Strand,
A PEAL CF CAVBERIDCE SURPRISE ROYAL, 5010 CHANCES;
Tenor 24 cwt.

Messrs. John Taylor and Co.
mus.

Gilbert R. Goodship ..Treble George R. Pye 6
John S. Goldsmith ........ 2 James E. D avis 7
eGeorge M. Kilby 3 James Bennett . 8
Albert W. Coles 4 Rdpbrt Richardson 9
Charles . Coles . . B William Pye ..Tenor
Composed byFrederick Dench. Conducted byWilliam Pye.

* First peal of Cambridge Royal.

EIGHT BELL PEALS.
DEANE, BOLTON.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, September 22,1928, in Two Hours and Fifty-Four Minutes,
At the Chorch of St. Mary,
K PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, B120 CNANCMt
Tenor 123 cwit.

George Pincott Titos Barlow . ... b5
James W. G rounds 2 Ernest Cotsforth 6
John Potter 3 Ernest Birchall . e 7
John Booth ... 4 Thomas B. W orstey , ...Tencr
Composed by T.B.wWorsiley. Conducted by John Potter.

Rung to celebrate the marriage of Mr. Sam Jones, juu., and Miss
Nellie Reeves, at Eccleston, Cheshire.
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LYE, WORCS.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
(Northern Branch.)
On Saturday, September 22,1928, in Two Hours and Thirty-Four Minutes,
At Christ Chdrch,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 6040 CHANGES;

Groves' Transposition of Parker's Twelve-part.

Tenor 3A cwt.

*William Smith........ ...Treble Wiltliam C. Cooper ... 5
Harold V. Cooper ... ... 2 Wiltiam Gibbs ... ... ... 6
Clifford Skidmorb... ... 3 Thomas Hemming T
Benjamin G odgh 4 John L10yd s Tenor

Conducted by Thomas Hemming.

* First peal of Triples. Rung on the occasion of the wedding of
the local captain, Mr. Alfred Boxley and Miss Connie Pardoe. The
band, through the medium of ‘ The Ringing World,” wish to thank
Mr. and Mrs. Boxley for their kind hospitality after the peal.

- DORE, SHEFFIELD.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
mOn Saturday, September22, 192S, in Three Hours andTwo Minutes,
At Christ Chdrch,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;
Tenor 11J cwt. in G.

Fred Watkinson ...Treble W alter Bingham 5
eJohn W. Sykes..ccooununa. e 2 George O. Dixon 6
*Arthdr S. Robinson ... 3 *Arthdr Pashley .7
|Fred Cardwell 4 J. E. Lewis Cockey........Tenor

Conducted by J. E. Lewis Cockey.

* First peal in the method, t First peal in the method ° inside.’
First in the method as conductor. Rung for the festival of St.
Matthew, aud in honour of and immediately following the wedding
of Miss E. Dunford and Mr. L. S. Jessop at the above church.

BOLSTERSTONE, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, September 24, 1928, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANCES
Tenor 13 cwt.

Composed by J. Nicholls.

Leonard Shaw ... Treble Archie Brearley — ... 5
J. Albert Helliwel 2 J. Henry Charlesworth 6
William A. Woo'ler.. 3 John A. Brearley ... 7
John R. B rearley 4 William Harrison ... Tenor

Composed by Arthdr Craven. Conducted by John A. Brearley
First peal in the method as conductor.
CLENT, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
(Northern Branch.)
On Saturday, September 29, 192S, in Three Hours and One Minute,
At the Chdrch of St.
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;
Tenor 11J cwt.
..Treble John Barber
2 John Smith ...
John L loyd

L eonard,

William Short ...
T homas J. Salter
Robert Matthews ... 3
Clifford Skidmore 4 Alfred Hackett

Composed by John Reeves. Conducted by Wittiam Short.
Arranged for John Barber, of Wednesbury, who was proposed a
life member before starting; also a compliment to Tom Greenhail,
of the Halesowen company, Q1 attaining his majority.

LONG STANTON, CAMBS.
THE ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
Om Saturday, September 29,1928, in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes,
At the Chdrch of All
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;

Tenor 7 cwt. 2 qr. 11 Ib.
.............. Treble Mrs. E. W akeling ... b
2 Haroldl. Hazell o 6
George E. Crisp T 4
E rnest Wakbling Frank Warrington ..Tenor
Composed by Chas. W. Cook. Conducted by Frank Warrlngton
In_this composition, now rung for the first time, the 2nd is never
in sixth's. rs. Wakellng was elected a member previous to the
peal. Rung on the occasion of the wedding of Mr. P. J. White, of
Redlands, Long Stanton, to Miss M. Bridgewater, of London; also
. compliment to Mr. and Mrs. Wakeling.

Saints,

Charles W. Cook
FredJ. Cook
F rancis G. Gleaves........ 3
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WOOTTON BASSETT, WILTS.
THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Two Hours and Forty-Seven Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Bartholomew and All
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;

Saints,

Johnson's Variation of Middleton's. Tenor iS cwt. in E.
Lodis A. Wilson ... Treble «Charles). Gardinbr _ 5§
William J. Prescott o2 Joseph T. Dyke .. 6
Alfred E. Reeves . w3 Samuel J. Hector ... ... 7
Gilbert H. Harding .. 4 William A. Cave ...Tenor

Conducted by Wittiam A. Cave.
* First peal of Cambridge.
PENISTONE, YORKSHIRE.

THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Three Hours and Nine Minutes,
At the Chorch of St.
A PEAL OF COLLECE SINGLE MAJOR, 6066 CHANCES;

Tenor 141 cwt.

John,

"William Green .Treble +Aibert Nash 5
John R. Brearley... .2 Arthdr Gill 6
William A. Wooler 3 John A. Brearlby .7
Archie Brearlby . n Jas. Il. Charlesworth ..Tenor

Composed by Arthdr Knights. Conducted by John A. Brearley
* First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells.
QUEENSBURY, BRADFORD.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
At the Chdrch of the Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
Tenor 143 cwt.

Robert W. Jennison.sen. Treble William Barton ... 5
Arthdr Bairstow 2 George Ambler ... ... 6
Percy J. Johnstone. 3 Vbrnby Bairstow e 7

Rowland Myers 4 William Ambler ...Tenor
Composed by C. H. Martin. Conducted by William Barton.

Rung as a birthday compliment to Messrs. Robt. W. Jennison, 1.
J. Johnson aud H. Lindsay.

BRADING, ISLE OF WIGHT.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, September 29, 192S,in Two Hours and Forty-Nine Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Mary,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 6024 CHANCES.
Tenor 10£ cwt.

Josiah D. Harris .. Treble Frederick S. Bayley ... 5
Frederick A. Bornett 2 *Henry lennings  ....... 6
Harry Barton ... 3 Frederick W. Rogers ... 7
Alfred T. Greenwood ... 4 Edwin J. Harding, sen. ...Ttnot

Composed by George H. Cross. Conducted by Fredk. W. Rogers
* First peal of Double Norwich. First peal of Double Norwich on

the bells. Rung on the eve of the harvest thanksgiving.

FEERING, ESSEX.

THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Cwo Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes,
At the Chdrch of All Saints,

ft PIAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 6040 CHANCES 1

Tenor 18 cwt. in F.
Lewis W. Wiffen ... Treble +Joseph Jennings
Inspector F. Ridgwell ... 2 William Ivbbblb
Jambs Fledty 3 W alter Arnold
Frank Claydon... 4 Arthdr Sadnders
Composed by Joseph W. Parker. Conducted by Wittiam Kbbblk

First peal in the method. Rung on the eve of the harvest
festival.

Hell NMopes

MADE FROM BEST RUSSIAN AND ITALIAN HEMP,
ALSO ITALIAN AND DUTCH FLAX.
Kindly write for special low prices of these superior ropes.
Satisfaction guaranteed. Established 1780. Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON, Rope Works, Grantham
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BURY ST. EDMUNDS, SUFFOLK.
THE SUFFOLK GUILD.
On Saturday, September 29. 1928, in Three Hours and Thirty Minutes,
At the Church ok St. Marv,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES;
Tenor 28 cwt. in D.

William Stannard ....Treble Ernest F. Poppy . 5
Alpbwvos J. Bbrry 2 Garnham A. Blaxcel .. 6
James Chinbry 3 Witliam C. Rdmsey .cooeene 7
Arthur E. Moore ........ 4 Leslie G. Brett  .ccee... Tenor

Composed by Henry Dains.
»la.., , ,rat) Uinoo *h» 'la»t-p «> <wan rung

HARLOW COMMON, ESSEX.
THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LONDON
DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, Siptember 29, 1928, in Two Hours and Fifty-Nine Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary Magdalene,
A PEAL OF YORKSHIRE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5152 CHANCES;
Tenor 12 cwt.

Conducted by Wittiam C. Rdmsey.
balls.

Charles W. Roberts ...Treble Edwin F. Pike 5
Miss Freda E. Orr . L. 2 William R. Madgwick 6
Ronald H. Bdllen .. .. 3 Albert Diserens  ....... 7
George H. Cross . .. 4 John T. Kentish...cocoeuveeennn. Tenor

Composed and Conducted by George H. Cross.

First peal in the method on the bells, in the county, and by this
association, also by the ringers of the 3rd, 5th and 6th, and the first
inside by the ringer of the 7th. This is the 100th tower in which the
conductor has rung a peal.

WEST WYCOMBE, BUCKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
(East Berks & South Bucks Branch.)
Ohn Saturday, September 29, 192S, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
At the Church oh St. Lawrence,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Middlbton's. Tenor 16 cwt.

W illiam H. Fletcher ..Treble George Martin... 5

*Miss K. E. Fletcher ... 2 W illiam H. Fdssbll 6
Miss Phyttis M. Moss ... 3 Harry Wingrove ... 7
William Welling ... 4 Richard B uckland ........ Tenor

Conducted by W. Welling.
* First poal.
KIDLINGTON, OXON.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
Oh Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Three Hours and Two Minutes,
At the Chdrch ok St. Mary,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Heywood's Transposition ok Thdrstans' Four-part.
Tenor 23J cwt.

*Frederick Neale ...Treble Francis Taylor ... — 5
Mrs. A. E, Lock 2 Gordon Caudwell 6
Harry Neville .. 3 William Sione o 7
Walter F. Judge .. 4 Frank West....ooeoe. ...Tenor

Conducted by Walter F. Jddgb.
* First peal in the method. Arranged for the tenor ringer, who
hails from Saunderton, Bucks,
GUISELEY, YORKS.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
(Leeds and District Society.)
Oh Saturday, September29, 1928, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,
At the Chdrch ok St. Oswald,
A PEAL OF 8TEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Hbywood's T ransposition of Thdrstans' Fodr-part.
Tenor 10" cwt.

William Woodhbad...........Treble Leonard Drake 5
James A. Tealb 2 Frederick W. Dixon. . 6
Charles E. Lawson ... 3 Lestie W. G. Morris L7
T homas W. Strangbway ... 4 Harry Smith  .iiiiinnns Tenor

Conducted by Frederick W. D ixon.
This peal was arranged for and rung on tho occasion of Mr. Jos.

Woodheud's 75th birthday, also as a birthday compliment to C. E.
Lawson.
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SIX AND FIVE BELL PEALS.

USIC, MONMOTHSHIRE.
THE LLANDAFF AND MONMOUTH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.

On Wednesday, September 12, 1928, in Two Hours and Fifty-One Minutes.
At the Parish Chorch,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES]

Consisting of eight 240's by A. J. Pitman and 26 six-scores, with tea
different callings. Tenor 14 cwt.

eGeorge Knight Treble JGeorge Hawkins 4
=Edwin PerjiVv 2 Donald G. Clift . 5
Lionel Jones 3 'E dward Bowybr ...Tenor

Conducted by D. G. Clikt.

* First peal, t First peal away from tenor.

ductor. First peal of Doubles on the bells. All the ringers ar»

under 19 years of a»e, the conductor being the youngest. Also th»
first peal on the bells by a local band. =

NEWBURN, NORTHUMBERLAND.
THE DURHAM k NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
On Tuesday, September 25, 192S, in Three Hours,
At the Chorch ok St. Michael and All Angels,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 6040 CHANGES;

Being one extent each of Double Court, Double Bob, Double Oxford
Bob, Oxford Bob, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob, and Plain
Bob. Tenor 16 cwt.
Hdgh McV ay ....Treble W iltiam J. Davidson
James E. Scott 2 Henry B. Taylor
Edward A. IJbrn v 3 Adam De as ..cceeeeennne
Conducted by Edward A. Hern.
CRAMLINGTON, NORTHUMBERLAND.

THE DURHAM k NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION
On Wednesday, September 26, 1928, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
At the Church ok St. Nicholas,

A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being two extents each of Oxford Treble Bob and Kent Treble Bob
and three extents of Plain Bob. Tenor 20 cwit.
Hugh McVay .. Treble Edward A. Hern .. 4
W illiam J. Davidson .2 Oswald Simm .. 5
Jambs E. Scott ...coovvrienennn 3 Adam D bas.. ...Tenor
Conducted by Adam D eas.
KXRKBY-IN-ASHFIELD, NOTTS.

EAST DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTS ASSOCIATION
OnTuesday, September 25, 1928,in Two Hours and Fifty-Four Minutes,
At the Chorch ok St. W ilfred,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 42 six-scores in ten different callings. Tenor 9 cwt. 5 Ib.
G. H. v T rEDIE TEdwin Le e
W. W IT. E. Cope . &
A. Smitheringale JO—— -1g o] ¢
Conducted by E. Lee.

First peal by all the band, who are local service ringers.
KIRKBY-IN-ASHFIELD, NOTTS.
EAST DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTS ASSOCIATION
On Thursday, September 27, 1928, in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes,
At the Chdrch ok St. W ilkred,
A PEAL OF BOB DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 42 six-scores. Tenor 9 cwt. 31>

G. H. 3
w. w.

First peal as con-

Galland ..
Gardner o 2

.Treble lEdwin Le e ..
. w 2 |T.E. cope .
A. Smitheringale Jo— 13 0] g
Couducted by Edwin Lee.

These two peals were rung to celebrate the first anniversary of the
bells being rehung and augmented from three to five.
SHARNBROOK, BEDS.
THE BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, September 29, 1928, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,
At thk Chorch ok Sr. Pkter,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
The Rev. E. Bankes James’' arrangement. Tenor 9 cwt. 3 Ib

Galland ...

Gardner

Wiilliam Sharp Treble William Stock.. 4
Hbnry W. Gayton 2 Pearl Inskip . 5
Charles W. Clarkb......... 3 Walter Perkins.....coooeenennne Tenor
Conducted by Walter Perkins.
This is the first time this arrangement has been rung in the

county and by the association.
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THE HAMPSHIRE TOUR.

DETAILS OF SUCCESSFUL PEALS.
The following peals were rung during the recent Hampshire tour:—

WINCHESTER.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, September 15, 1928, in Three Hours and Fifty-One Minutes,
At the Cathedral Chdrch op the Holy Trinity and St. Swithin
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5007 CHANGES;
Tfenor 30 cwt. 4 Ib. in C.

George W illiams Trtble Wittiam H. Fdssell e 71
Mrs. G. W. Fletcher 2 Albert ). Hoghbs ... ... 8
George R. Py e ..c........ 3 George W. Fletcher .. 9
John S. Goldsmith ... 4 Gabriel Lindoff, sen. ... 10
Charles T. Coles ... ] Jambs H. Riding... 11
George Martin.......... E dward Jenkins.. ...Tenor

Composed by Gabriel Lindopf. Conducted by George R. Pye.

SHERFIELD ENGLISH. HAMPSHIRE.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Monday, September 17, 1928, in Three Hours and Eleven Minutes,
At the Parish Chdrch of St. Leonard,’

A PEAL OF LONDON SURPRISE MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;
Tenor 9 cwt.

Wiilliam H. Fdssell ...Treble | Edward Jenkins.........cc.cceu. 5
Jambs H. Riding ... 2 1Charles W. Roberts ... 6
Gabriel Lindoff, skn. ... 3 George Martin ... 7
Georgbh R.Pye .iviiieee 4 ] George Williams
Composed by J. W. W ashbrook. Conducted by George W illiams

First peal of London Surprise on the bells.

EAST TYTHERLEY, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Monday, September 17, 1928, in three Hums anil Four-and a-Half
Minutes,

At the Chorch of St. Peter,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5090 CHANGES;
Thorstans' Foor-part. Tenor 14 cwt.

‘G abriel G. Lindoff ...Treble John Evans ... ... 5
Frederick S. Bayley e 2 W illiam T. Beeson ... b6
John W. Jones...cccoeuveeeennn, 3 Frederi' kK W. Rogers ... 7
Gborge R. Pye... IArthdr E. Smith ...Tenor

Conducted by G. R. Pye.

* First peal of Stedman. + First peal, and hails from King's
Somborne.

ROMSEY, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Tuesday, September 18,1928, in Three Hours andTwenty Five Minutes,
At the Abbey Chorch of SS. Mary and Ethelfreda,
A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5058 CHANGES]
Tenor 25 cwt. 8 1b. in D.

E dward Jenkins... ...Treble George R. Py e wvceviecennnns 5
Wiltliam H. Fdssbll e 2 Charles W. Roberts ... 6
George Martin....... — 3 W illiam T. Beeson ... 7
Gabriel Lindoff . 4 James H. Riding .Tenor

Composed by T.B. Worstey (No t). Conducted by E dward Jenkins
First peal of Cambridge Surprise on the bells.

IHHURSLEY, HAMPSHIRE.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Tuesday, September 18,192S, in Three Hours and Twelve Minutes,
At the Parish Chorch of All Saints,

« PEAL OF 8S8UPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 6088 CHANCES!
Tenor 14 cwt.

Gborge Williams ... Treble George R. Py b .. 5
Witliam H. Fdssell 2 George Martin .. 6
Charles W. Roberts .. 3 William T. Beeson 7
James H. Riding .. 4 James H. Shepherd ..Tenor
Composed by N.J. Pitstow. Conducted by Gborgb Williams

'-First Surprise peal on tbe bells.
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DIBDEN, HAMPSHIRE.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wednesday, September 19, 1928. in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes
At thb Parish Chdrch of All Saints,

A PEAL OF BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;

Tenor 10J cwt.
W iltliam H. Fdssbll ..Treble William T. Beeson. 5
George R. Py e 2 James H. Riding... . 6
George Williams .. 3 Charles W. Roberts O
Gabriel Lindoff,sen. ... 4 Edward JenKins....... Tenet

Composed by Gabriel Lindoff. Conducted by George R. Pye.
First peal of Bristol Surprise on the bells.

SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Wednesday, September 19, 1928, in Three Hours and Thirty-One Minutes
At the Parish Chorch of St. Mary,

A PEAL OF DOUBLE NORWICH COURT BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANCES;

*Gabriel G. Lindoff ...Treble Reginald Brown  ....... 5
D. Cecil Williams 2 Albert J. Hughes 6
John Evans 3 George Martin ... .7
Harry Barton 4 Jambs H. Shepherd .. Tenor

Composed by J. W. W ashbrook.

* First poal of Major.

BRADING, ISLE OF WIGHT
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thursday, September 20,192S, in Two Hours and Fifty-Seven Minutes,
At the Parish Chorch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor loj cwt.

Conducted by George Martin.

Gabriel Lindoff,jdn. ...Tr-ble Charles T. Coles 5
Mrs. G. W. Fletcher .. 2 Harry Barton 6
John W. Jones .veveeenn, 3 Albert J. Hoghfs . 7
William T. Beeson ... 4 George W. Fletcher ...Tenor

Composed by J. R. Pritchard. Conducted by Charles T. Coles.
ALTON, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Friday, September 21,1928. in Three Hours and Fifteen Minutes,
At the Parish Chorch of St. Lawrence,
A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE 8URPRISE MAJOR, 5088 CHANCES*
Tenor 18 cwt. 2 gr. 19 Ib.

William H. Fdssell ...Tieble James H. Riding............ m5
*Gborgb R. Pye....... .o 2 Gaprikl Lindoff, sen. . 6
fGeorge Martin 3 Charles W. Roberts . 7

Georgb Williams 4 Edward Jenkins........ .Tenor

Composed by Gabriel Lindoff.
* 1,100th peal, t 200th peal.

PRIVETT, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Friday, September 21, 1928, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Parish Chdrch of the Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF BRISTOL SURPRISE MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES;
Tenor 12J cwt.

Conducted by Edward Jenkins.

James H. Shepherd ... Treble George R. Pyb ... . 5
F rederick S. Bayley .2 Charles W. Roberts ... 6
Albert J. Hoghbs ... 3 Edward JenKins.... 7
Frederick W. Rogers .. 4 James H. Riding.cveiieennnna. leno*

Composed by Wm. Sottanstall. Conducted by G. R. Pie.

NORTH STONKHAM, HAMPSHIRE.
THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, September 22, 1928, in Two Hours andFi/ty-Tiio Minutes,
At the Parish Chorch of St. Nicbolas,

A PEAL OF CAMBRIDGE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;

Tenor g cwt. 26 Ib.

John Evans. .. James H. Riding 5
William H. Fossell George Martin.. 6
George R.PYbD Edward Jenkins.. .7
Charles W. Roberts .. 4 Gabriel Lindoff, sen. ...Tenor

Composed by T. B. Worstey (No. 2). Conducted by E. Jhnkins.

[Other peal reports are unavoidably held over.]
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THE INVASION OF HAMPSHIRE.
JOTTINGS OF THE WEEK.

In pursuance of a promise to visit Hants, made in West Wales a
year ago by the *faithful couple,” and in response to the invitation
of Mr. G. Williams, of Southampton, sixteen ringers assembled to
tackle sixteen towers during tho third week of September, and a
brief report of what proved to be an excellent tour in delightful
4record weather," amidst attractive surroundings on sea and land,
may afford additional interest to the peal list which appears ou
another page of *The Ringing World.'

At Winchester Cathedral the genial Mr. Wilfred Andrews received
the party, and Mr. W. E. Taylor, of Maidenhead, on a cycling trip,
helped to raise the bells in preparation for tho peal. 1AIl present’
was punctually reported to the Ringing Master. There is a certain
amount of reluctance to grant permission for peal attempts on the
part of Cathedral authorities, so in this case the team considered
themselves highly privileged. The 9th bell was ‘ sulky,’ as usual,
and Mr. George Fletcher (like Mr. F. S. Bayley a year or so ago)
had an unenviable task, and as much as he could do to *coax * the
bell to a finish. That sterling conductor, Mr. G. R. Pyc, again
proved his worth. Like our English coinage, he is practically the
* Georgius Rex ' of the belfry, and does not need any ‘ hall mark.
He rings true. After half an hour's ringing the tenor thought fit
to dispense with the services of Mr. Jenkins, by slipping his rope,
but a mighty effort at ‘hand ' caused the ringer to be lifted off his
feet at *back ' and dropped from the high box on to the belfry
floor. The ringer was spun round like a marionette 011 the end of
the rope and lifted back on the box again—a wonderful recovery for
a ringer standing five feet nothing, and weighing eight stones minus
his shoes, with a 30 cwt. bell.

Four o’clock tea at Holloway's Restaurant was a go-as-you-please
affair. It resembled in numbers a meeting of some association
branch, and included Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Hughes, of Rhyl, Mr. and
Mrs. G. W. Fletcher, of Enfield, Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Goldsmith, of
Woking, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Jones, of Newport, Mr. and Mrs. G.
Williams, of Southampton, Mr. G. Lindoff and his son, of Dublin,
Mr. J. H. Shepherd and his old push bike. With a silver wedding
day and a birthday in the wind, the tea cups rattled merrily, and
the babble of tongues gave vent to ancient memories of church bell
and tower, and tne boys that handle them. The editor of the
‘ Cardiff Express’ once described a company of ringers visiting that
city as the National Band—it would be a more appropriate title on
this occasion with Ireland, North and South Wales, and England’s
ringing men gathered together, and it only needed one of our Edin-
burgh friends present to create a band of Great Britons. As it was,
there wcre eleven members of the Irish Association present, and an
"eight * who had rung a peal in the four quarters of Britain—all
awaiting the advent of a Scottish Association of change ringers.

Arrangements for bed and board at Swavthliug—central for the
area to bn covered—had been made by Mr. G. Williams, two hotels
and a private boarding house being commandeered, whilst Mr. H. Bar-
ton, of Ventnor, did his full share of work in providing similar com-
fort on the Jslc of Wight for the *courting couples’ who went
over there for a few days.

Referring to the peals achieved, all went well for the first four
days—the *old bag * was ready to burst with them—and then came
a defect in the mental ‘ pulley block,” and both slides and stay came
to rest all too soon. It was a case of what the bell said to the
hcadstock—*blockhead.’

A TRIPLE EVENT.

There were three peal attempts planned for Wednesday—South-
ampton, Dibden and Wimborne, the latter permit given at the last
minute, with the courteous request for 4Cambridge Royal * or
nothing. At tho first-named tower, with a man to spare, so sadly
needed at Wimborne, our 4Johnny W. was as Faithfull as ever,
kindly giving way to the visitors/ At Dibden the Vicar and his
wife ‘again gavo hospitality to the peal band at the Vicarage—a
most enjoyable lunch. At Wiimbornc Minster, nine 4Cambridge *
men met at 3.30 p.m. and were 'sent down/ What matters the
beautiful architecture_or how glorious the Dorset scenery going to
and from the town, if the bells are silent? It was a great disap-
pointment to the 4 Faithful Couple ' that neither the hermit from
tho Bristol Cave nor the 4courting couple ' from the Island could be
present.

The humble peal of Bob Major, rung on the Island on Thursday,
was the only redeeming feature of a disastrous day for the
‘ Overans,” a term given to people living outside the 1.O.W. At
Soberton, an attempt for London Surprise Major lasted 2 hrs.
20 mins., ojie hoar being spent on repairing ropes, etc., beforehand,
and another afterwards at the inn, doing justice to a feed of boiled
Hampshire hog and greens, which convinced the Dublin visitor that
all the best bacon was not bred 011 the other side of the Irish
Channel. While on this subject of dinner, it may be noted that
quite a number of readers of 4The Ringing World * are eager to
know if a certain Cornish *leg of mutton ' is wandering about the
hillsides of Truro?

At Curdridge, a fine eight by Taylor's, tenor 30 cwt., a peal of
Cambridge Surprise Major was lost after 1 hr. 40 mins. This is a
noisy ringing room that quite deafens one after a half hour's ring-

continued in next column.)
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GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
CHERTSEY DISTRICT'S SUCCESSFUL MEETING.

A meetin% of the Chertsey District of the Guildford Diocesan
Guild was held 011 Saturday at Wcybridge, and proved a great
success, between thirty and forty members and friends putting in au
appearance during the day from Guildford (Cathedral and S.
Nicolas’), Chertsey, Esher, Hersham, Old Woking, Ockham, Otter-
shaw, Oatlands Park, Leathcrhcad, Dorking, Walton-on-Thames and
Thames Ditton, while a welcome visitor was Mr. R. Waddington, of
Egerton, Kent.

The Rector (the Rev. Ernest Tritton) very Kkindly provided tea,
which was served in the Rectory drawing-room. A company of 28
sat down, although only eleven had sent in#heir names to the secre-
tary. Anticipating a greater gathering than this, however, 110 had
suggested to the Rector that there might- be 15 or 20 present, but
even this number was considerably exceeded. It is not an easy
matter to expand at a moment's notice to meet demands of this
kind, especially in a private house, but the Rector rose to the occa-
sion. Extra tables and chairs were brought in from other parts of
the house, aud everyone was provided with a sumptuous meal.

The Guild's service followed in the Parish Church, the Rector offi-
ciating. In addition to the ringers there wero a number of
parishioners present, some of whom commented that the service waB
a most beautiful one. Tho Guild would be only too happy if more
parishioners would, 011 these occasions, attend and take part in the
sorvices. As a rule they see little of the work