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THE NATION'S VOICE.
C I LLETT&JO H NSTON No greater proof that at heart the British public love
th« bells of old England, and recognise in them the means

of proclaiming the spirit of the Nation, could be found

C ROY D O N , S ur rey ] than the unanimous desire expressed- through the Press

of the country last week that the bells should ring to cele-
BELLS CLOCKS CARILLONS brate the great victory of our arms in France. _When,_a
’ ’ * few weeks ago, the Army achieved a great triumph in
Flanders, there were inquiries in the newspapers as to
why the bells did not ring, and we suggested that in view
of the opinions thus expressed, which clearly marked a
desire on the part of the public to hear the bells of victory,
ringers should be ready to do their part, as they have done
through the great wars of the past, to signalise the successes
of the troops.

Last week, with the great and smashing blow at the
enemy which reconquered about forty square miles of
territory, and brought in nearly ten thousand prisoners and
a hundred guns, came the opportunity, and the newspapers
called loudly for the bells. Needless to say, the ringers
were not behindhand in doing their part, and it is gratify-
ing to find that St. Paul's Cathedral gave a lead. The
ringing there was done at the request of the authorities,
while the Bishop of London himself issued an appeal for
the bells generally in his Diocese to be rung The ringing
at St. Paul’s, indeed, was something of a historical event,
for we read that a huge crowd gathered round the west
front to hear the pealing of this noble ring, and in an
interval between the touches the National Anthem was
fervently sung.

We may depend upon it that wherever the bells were
set ringing hundreds of British hearts were thrilled, and it
is a proud thing for ringers to remember that once more
the bells became the voice of the nation. Let there be no
mistake about this call for the bells. The effect of the
silence of the bells through the period of the war has not

- St. Peter’'s Collegiate Church, been lost. Abstention from unnecessary ringing has had
Wolverham pton. a marked result, and now at last the bells have come into

. their own. The opportunity which we have waited and

lenor (33 cwt.) of the New Ring of 12. |gnged for came, the public demanded the bells and victory

WtJLFRON CHAMBERS. WOLVERHAMPTON, was acclaimed through the land from the lofty towers of

MHBBR8. GILLETT end JOHNSTON, CROYDON, «th Msrch, 1118 our cathedrals and churches.
Daatlemea, . R R . ..
The re-cs»tin* of tha peal of ten belli with thi addition of two The ringers have had their part in the national rejoicing,

mw onei ist the tower of Bt. Poter'a Collegiate Church, Wolrerhampson, not, be it said, merely through personal desires, but at the
recently carried oat br you hai prored most successful, aid given

feaeral satisfaction. call of the country, and !f in the future they act as thought-
1 am authorised fcj the Rector and Wardena to say how pleaifully and as tactfully as in the past, when peace comes once
*fctv aro with the result. In the opinion of those well qualiied to mgore the public will welcome the bells with an enthusiasm
jiaia, we bare now. niidoubtedly, ono of the best peals in tho Kingdom: . . .
Yo.ua faithfully, F. T. BECK, which they have never before displayed, and the bells will

Architect, Diocesan Surveyor. have a warmer place in the hearts of many who will realise

that they are, after all, the voice of the nation in interpret-

M O D E R N W O R K ing the spirit that pervades the people at times when great

events are happening.



CHARLES CARR,™

OPINION OF OUR
MODERN WORK.

r.roomfield Vicarage,
Chelmsford

Dear Sira,

| hare great pleasure in stating

that we are perfectly satisfied with
the manner in which you have
carried out the work entrusted to
you of re-arranging and re*banging
the Broomfield Church Bells.

vfe consider that the work re-
flects great credit upon your firm,
and believe that your system of
hanging the bells reduces the vibra-
tion of the steel frame supplied by
you to a minimum.

Vbe CHURCHWARDENS unite
wi.h MS In this expression of
o jlnlon. The BELLRINGJCRS are
a .s0 unanimous In their praise of
t .e alterations effected by you.

Tonrs truly,
- CO AS. EDMUNDS,
Vicar of Broomfield.

Messrs C. CARR, LTD.
Bmetbwlck.

Kindly ask os to Inspect, Report
*d Tender before deciding your
Contract, —we may bo able to
ssslit you.

ESTABLISHED 1780.

JOHN NICOLL,

huroh Bell Hope and Clock Rope
Manufacturer.

QO QUEEN'S ROAD, PEGKHAM, LONDON, SE.

Two minutes from Queen’s Road Station, L.B. &S.C. Railway).

Late 1BS Keeton's Rood, Bermondsey.

Maker (0 St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Imperial Instltcta,

Canterbury, Edinburgh, St. Alban's, Lincoln, Durham, Peterborough,

Melbourne (Australia), Rochester, Dublin, St, Patrick's, Manchester
end Woroester Cathedrals eto..etc.
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EIGHT BELL PEAL.

LINDLEY, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, November 24, 1917, in Three Hours and Twelve Minutes,
At the Church of St. Stephen,

SM ETHWICK’ A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANCES;
BIRMINGHAM Tenor i8£ cwt.

BELLS

FOR CHURCHES,

SINGLY,
OR IN PEALS.

CHIMES FOR CLOCKS.

Peals Augmented,

Joe Hardcastle ., Treble W illiam B. Frith ... 5
Joseph Broadley e 2 Frederick Salmons ... 6
James Cotterell 3 Charles H. Craven I
Benjamin Thorp . 4 <Joseph E. Sykes ... Tenor

Conducted by Joseph E. Sykes.
Rung ill honour of the recent great victory of our troops in France,

and as a birthday compliment to James Cotterell. * First peal as
conductor.

SIX BELL PEALS.

TONG, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, November 17, 1917, in Three Hours,
At the Church or St. James,
A PEAL OE TREBLE BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANCES;

Comprising one extent each of the following methods: Arnold's
Victory, City Delight, London Scholars' Pleasure, New London
Pleasure, Duke of York, Violet, and Oxford. Tenor 12 cwt.

Cracked Bblls Recask

FRAMES

In Best Seasoned Oak,

Steel or lron.

Chiming Machines. Charles -J. Salloway ...Treble George Bolland 4
Samuel Oddy .2 Edward Oddy
Best WorkmanBhlp and George Lambert .. 3 Rufus Thornton

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FSTTINQS

07 ALL KINDS. STANTON, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

ARTISTIC WROUGHT IRON THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION
(Southern Branch.)

Conducted by George Bolland.
Rung on the 40th anniversary of Mr. George Bolland's first peal.

BRACKETS. ot )
On Saturday, November 24, 1917, in Tiro Hours and Forty-seven Minutes,
MALUUBLI Ison BUCU I1 -
Best Bill Bopxi. At the Church of St. Michael,

KKPAIBS AND BKHANGIKS
n ILL BRAKCHS33.

A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANCES;

Being two 720's of Oxford Bob, two of Canterbury Pleasure, and
8BLLHANOERS sent to Inspect s three of Plain Bob, each called differently.

nod report on Beils and Tovsr. Tenor 12 cwt. 3 grs. in G.

John Dolphin ...Treble ' James Hemming .4
i C Camm..... .5
SEND FOR CATALOGUE. Sriner 6. amnic” s Hemry Middieten I Tenor

Conducted by James Hemming.

First peal on tiie bells. Tea was provided by Mr. P. S. Stott, and
partaken of at Mr. John Wiggins'. The Rector (the Rev. T. W.
Reynolds) spent some time with the ringers, and congratulated them
011 finishing the peal. Votes of thanks were accorded the Rector and
Mr. Stott. It is interesting to note that the distance cycled by the
band totalled 143 miles.

HANDBELL PEALS.

BIRMINGHAM.

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM. '

On Thursday, November 22, 1917, in Two Hours and Fifty-seven Miitutts,-
At the Church House, Moor Street,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB SOYAL, 6080 CHANCES ;

* Tenor 14 size in D.
T homas Russam ... r—2 | James E. Gropes..u... 5— 6
Albert Walker ... 3—4 | George F. Swann L.o1—8

Wiltliam Kent 9— 10

Composed by York Green, and
Conducted by George F. Swann.

Referee: Morris J. Morris.
First peal of Royal as Conductor.
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BIRMINGHAM.

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.

On Saturday, November 24, 1917, in Three Hours and Four Minutes,
LAt 5 ‘Moor Street, City,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5007 CHANCES ;
Tenor 14 size in D.

Thomas R cssam 1—2 1 James E. Groves 7—8
George F. Swann 3—4 | Pte. J. F. Smallwood g— 10
Albert W alker 5—6 | Morris J. Morris 11— 12
Composed by James E, Groves, and
Conducted by Albert W alker.
Referee: Mr. Witliam Kent.
First peal of Cinques on handbells.
ANOTHER MILITARY MEDALLIST.

News lias come to hand lhat George Trollope, who used lo he on*

of the ringers at St. I'eier Majicroft, Norwich, and is a brother of
Mr. J. A. Trollope has been awarded lhe Military Medal for service
in France, where he has been now for ovor two year* with tho 21st
Canadians. Another brother is also serving in France, being a lieaten-
ant in the Middlesex Regiment.

A CANADA BELL.

In connection with the report, inserted last week of the Kent
County Association Committee meeting, it should have been added
lhat a grant of .£3 3s. was made from the Belfry Repairs Fund to-
wards tho new treble at Brabournc, which is to be called the
" Canada " Bell, to commemorate the sojourn of Canadian Battalions
in the parish, and also the Canadian Hospital in the sister parish of
Monk's Horton.

KINGTON MAGNA RINGER'S DEATH.

News was received at Kington Magna, Dorset, 01 All Saints' Day,
of lhe death of Pie. Robert Yeatman, A.S.C., who was for some time
I member of the Kington Magna band of ringers. In recent years
lie was resident in another part of the country. Being an expert
driver, he volunteered his services during the early days of the war,
and was assigned lo the motor transport in East Africa where lie met
his death of disease. The bells of the Parish Church were rung half-
mutl'led as a tribute to his memory, and the Rector made feeling re-
ferenceJo the s?.d event from the pulpit 01 the following Sunday.

DEATH DURING “VICTORY” RINGING.
WELL-KNOWN LONDON RINGERS TRAGIC END.

A tragic incident brought to a close the ringing at St Michael's, Corn-
liill, for the great \ietory. Mr. Henry Springall, a well-known mem-
ber of the College Youths, was taking part when lie was seized with
illness, and died immediately.

Mr. Henry Springall, who was a most accomplished ringer, has
taken part in many notable peals with the College Youths, and rang
ihe treble in tho lion-conducted Stedman Cinques at St. Michael's,
Oomhill, 011 February 22nd, 1913. He was a very efficient conductor,
and piloted bands through many performances in various methods at
St. Dunstan’s, Stepney, nnd other London churches. For many years
lie lias been a member of the St. Paul's Cathedral band, and has been
1 most regular attendant, except when his illnesses in tlio last few
years have prevented him from turning up, perhaps for two or three
Sundays in succession.

During the celebrations for the recent victory, 011 Friday, the 23rd
inst.,, he rang in touches of Sledman Cinques *t the Cathedral, Stcd-
man Triples at St. Andrew's, Wells Street, and was ringing the 6th
mt, St. Michael s, Cornhill, when, after about ten or fifteen minutes
lie suddenly collapsed, and fell forwards 01l lo the floor, ami to the
horror and grief of liis fellow ringers was found to have passed away.
He set his bell before leaving il, and the ringing came to an abrupt
termination.

Fortunately the Rector the Rev. J. Il. Ellison, was at the church,
mand as soon as he heard the sad news, he hurried up to the belfrv and
»'ead prayers, and, with others, went to break tho sad news to Mrs.
Sprmgall.

The funeral is to take place at 3 p.m.
IIford Cemetery.

to-morrow (Saturday), at

MARESFIELD, SUSSEX.-On Oct. 21st. at. the Parish Church, for
'earvest festival, 720 Plain Bob Minor, in 28 mills.: E. Baker 1, A
Brown 2, W. Burrell 3, A. IT. Porter, M.G.O. (Cambridge), 4. J. A.
Hart 5. 1?. Clifford (Beeston, Notts) conductor, 6. Messrs. Hart and
fiurrell belong to 1Jckfield, and Baker and Brown to the local band.

ANNIVERSARY PEAL AT TONG-
MU. GEORGE BOLLANDS CELEBRATION.

No man is better known iu the Yorkshire Association than George
Bolland, of Tong. He is one of the few veterans left, who founded the
Association, and he has tho happy knack of successfully organising
meetings of ringers to promote good fellowship an<l advance the art,
Just over 40 years ago he was admitted a full member of the Tong
company, and‘has been a member ever since. Not only lias he faith-
fully discharged his duties in the tower, but lie is also a fine example
of a church-going ringer, and occupies the post- of warden at the pre-
sent time.

Mr. Bolland rang his first six-bell peal at Tong, on Saturday, Nov.
17th, 1877, and the following is a copy of the record taken from
“ Church Bells

“ On Saturday, 17th ult., six members of the Yorkshire Associa-
tion of Change Ringers met at St. James’' Church. Tong, and rang

5040 changes in tho following intricate methods, viz.: Arnold's

Victory, City Dolight, London Scholars, Duke of York, New Lon-

don Pleasure, Oxford and'Violet. The ringers were: W Sugdcn 1.

G. Bolland 2, E. Webster 3. B. A. Dodson 4, J. H. Dixon 5, J.

Haley 6. Conducted by J. H. Dixon. Tenor, 12 cwt."

Mr. Bolland is the only one of the band now living, and to celebrate
the 40lh anniversary of this peal it was decided to attempt a peal in
Ihc same methods by the local band.

Some thirty ringers were invited from Armlev, Bramley, Birstall
Calverley, Dewsbury. Illeadingley, Holbeck, Thornhill, Halifax, and
other places, and they were keenly interested in the performance,
which was successfully brought round, about 6 p.m., as recorded in
another column.

By the kindness of the local company tea was served at the Grey-
hound Inn, to which ample justice was done. Afterwards the Presi-
dent of the Yorkshire Association (the Rev. C. C. Marshall) compli-
mented the band on ringing the peal, and voiced the congratulations
of the visitors to them, and especially to the conductor, concluding a
very felicitous speech by wishing Mr. Bolland long life to continue
his good work amongst, ringers.

Mr. Bolland very feelingly replied, and the rest of the evening was
spent in social intercourse, interspersed with touches and courses 01l
handbells.

WOKINGHAM RINGERS AT HURST.

On Saturday afternoon, November 17th, sonic of AH Saints’ and
some of St. Paul's. Wokingham, bands, mustering nine iu all, had a
walk to Hurst, Berks, for 1l ringing ouling. They were met at the
church by the Vicar and Mrs. Broome, and the curate. After the
office for ringers bad been said by the Vicar, a six-score of Doubles
with 7-6-8 covering, was rung as an opening touch, in which some of
the beginners of All Saints' took part. Touches of Doubles followed to
enable the two lady beginners of All Saints’ (Misses E. Walker and
E. Fielder) to have a pull, and they performed creditably, it being
Miss Fielder’s first attempt at changes. Mr. J. White and the follow-
ing lady ringers, with the visitors, rang touches of Grandsire Doubles
and Triples: Mrs. Broome, Misses Roe. White and Beeson, after which
the party adjourned to the Vicarage, whero Mr. and Mrs. Broome had
kindly provided light refreshments, which were keenly appreciated.—
Mr. S. Paice, on behalf of all the ringers, heartily thanked the host
and hostess for their kindness and generosity in granting the use of
the bells, for their welcome, and also for their hospitality. — Mr.
Broome, in reply, pressed them to come again when convenient.

DEATH OF MR. C. BLACKMAN, OF ARUNDEL.

We regret to record the death of Mr. Charles Blackman, of Queen
Street. Arundel, 011 November 16th. Deceased had been employed
many years at the Swallow Brewery, and -although no one saw what
happened, it appears that lie was ascending a perpendicular ladder to
a loft, when he slipped and fell 01l his bead, sustaining a fractured
skull. At the inquest a verdict of “ Accidental death " was returnad.

The funeral to: k place at Arundel, on Thursday, Nov. 22nd, Tho
first part of the service was very impressively conducted at the Parish
Church by the Vicar; the cortege then proceeded to the cemetery.
The coffin was borne to the grave by Mr. E. Lindup (Hecne), Mr.
It. Whittington (Cranleigh), Mr. J. Netley (Arundel) Mr. Blake
(Chichester). At the conclusion of tho last sad ritos, tlio lingers at-
tending the funeral returned to the church, where tile bolls were
muffled as a token of respect. Touches of Grandsire Triples and Bob
Major were rung; also a touch of Stedman Triples by the following:
R. Whittington 1, Mrs. It. Whittington 2, E. 11. Lindup 3, P. H.
Doick 4, G. Norris 5. W. Hillman 6. A. W. Groves (conductor) 7. M.
RInke 8. This was Mrs. Whittington's first touch of Stedman Triples.

Deceased was a member of lhe Sussex County Association, and in
his younger day* rang many peals. The sympathy of all will go out to
Mrs. Blackman in the sad loss she has sustained.
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Foundry THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.

Established ITS FAILINGS AND THE REMEDIES.
A.D. 1670.

BY J. ARMKtEB TRQIjLOPE.
V.
I havo now frankly, nnd | think fairly and temperately, stated what
I think arc tlie shortcomings of the Council. These uro the things

which should be avoided in future. But how? It is easy enough
to find fault; it. is not nearly so easy lo find a remedy; and 1 have
no infallible plan of reform. But I will make a few suggestions, if
1 only as tho basis of discussion.

Two things must be kept, in miiul: first, the Council must be made
really representative; and, second, it must be made really useful to
the Exercise.

As | have already said, we do not, need any change of personnel tu

Bellfounders <& Be”hangers, make it representative. What we want is to gain the confidence of
eingers; to induce them to let (ho central body represent, them; ami
*liai will be done when, and not till when, they recognise it as a real
kelp lo them.

- Reform should start, at the lop. Never again must the office of
32 & 34’ W h |teCh apel Road’ President become, the personal right of any one man. If should he
open to every man who has the needful qualities, and | suggest a
rule that no man should occupy the position for more than three con-
secutive years. Indeed, | would go further; 1| would have a fresli
LON DON E President- every meeting. Ho should be elected at the preceding
1 " meeting#and it should be an understaudiug that anyone who has one
served should not offor himself for re-election, so long as there is a
qualified man who has not served. | would make tho President’'s ad-
dress a great feature of the meeting. He should be expected to ad-
dress the Council 011 some definite subject of interest lo ringers. Not
siring together a few platitudes, but. select & definite subject of which
lie is master, and givo a carefully prepared address Oll it. The range
of subjects should not be restricted in any way except by the proviso

that it should be of use.

11 place of the present procedure by resolution and committee re-
port, | wouid suggest that a certain number of members should Ii"
invited to read papers Oll different subjects. These subjects could b»
selected by the Standing Committee, and more than one paper read
011 the same tiling. Or, if any member desired to.address the Coun-
cil on any matter he should, due notice being given, bo allowed to dn
bo. A time-limit, would be set t< all, and after Hie set papers hail
been read, a general discussion could be aliowed. 111 these tilings
the model of ihc Church Congress should bo closely followed.

A wide variety of subject* should be encouraged, but in every tn-o
the idea should be to get someone who knows something to tell *bo
Council, and, through it. the Exercise about it- The Council should
expect. to be taught, and instead of as at present pretending 10 In
able to judge and decide these mutters it should treat its speakers <
authorities, and break up with a larger amount of knowledge limn
it had before. What would be said would not protend to bind lnv-
body, but opinions expressed by an authority would carry weight, be-
cause the speaker was an authority. No doubt many false and super-
ficial opinions would be expressed but. if they stimulated thought

i the cause of uHimate truth would benefit.
Tenor Bel4, 25) cwt., of the new ring Many of these papers, of course, would I>c slight, and liardlv worth
preserving, but if the speakers really took trouble there would b? i
of Ten at St. Peter’s, Brighton_ good proportion of permanent value. If a selection of such v?ro
carefully edited and printed the book would be of far greater value
and have a far larger sols' than the present Central Council publ'CA
tions.

The subjects should, | say, be as varied as possible. Let me sug-
gest a few: The coirect status of ringers in the Church, and lie 1>-t

ESTIMATES SU BM |TTED way to nltain to it; tho influence of a man like Henry Johnson 01
change ringing: a critical estimate of Jasper Snowdon's works; tin'
value of Double Norwich Caters as a method for nine bills: the vi.lir

. . A of self-aligning and ball bearings in hanging bells. And many more
For Rehanging, Retunlrjg and Recasting. such. They must not be treated 0Ll too technical lines. The paper-
should seek to teach ringers and stimulate an interest in many ways.
The interest in ringing docs not consist entirely in peal ringing, and
few ringers realise what a goodly heritage they have.

I am sure such papers would prove of far greater value than resolu-
tions ns to whether we should decorate ourselves with some sort of

Musical Handbells In sets, BdJ Ropes fcc emblem or other, or long speeches on Bob Major Lead Ends, vhen
neither speaker nor audience know what Bob Major Lead Ends are.
(To be continued.)

THE COLLEGE YOUTHS.

i The election of officers of lhc College Youths took place at tile annual
At the Handbell Contest held annually in Manchester the meeting at the Coffee Pol 0Ll Tuesday of last week, as follows: Master
First Prize for the last 16 years has been awarded to bands Mr. Albert A. Huglies; hon. treasurer, Mr. Leonard A. Hughes; trus-

- - - tees, Messrs. Challis F. Winncy nnd Walter Prime; senior steward.
using our bells_, and onfourteen of those occasions they have gained |, ™ o '~ Sanders: junior steward, Mr. Clins. H. Horton: lio».
the Second Prize also secretory, Mr. W, T. Coekerill
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AVETERAN SBIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

MR. W. ROCK SMALL'S RECORD.

For more than 11 quarter of a century (except for years 1814-15
and 16, owing to tho war), it has been one of the customs to attempt—
and generally successfully-—a peal of Stcdman Triples at one of the
principal churches in the Black Country—Tipton Parish Church—bet-
ter known to people for miles around as the “ Pepper-Box," because
the shape of llie tower is like a pepper-box. These peals have been
for “ the annual ” of one of the most noted and highly respected cam-
panologists of the Midlands—Mr. William Rock Small, who celebrated
iiis 78lh birthday on Monday, November 12th. For more than a do-
cade the arrangements have been in the capable hands of Mr. John
Smith, the tower-keeper and verger of this ancient church, but owing
to his serious illness, and through the war, he has been unable to
undertake lhe management during tho three years mentioned, so
younger blood, and a pupil of Mr. Small, undertook to revive the
birthday pi;al celebration, and arranged two peals of Stedman—Mr.
Small's favourite method—in honour of his 78th birthday—the first
lo be at his beloved church at Tipton, and the second at his native
place—Wednesbury

Oil the afternoon of November 12th, a strong band had been got to-
gether, all of them old friends of Mr. Small, and visited Tipton,
specially lo do lionouu. to one lo whom honour was due, and the Rev.
C. Il. Barker, tho Society’s clerical secretary, came purposely into the

Mr. W. Rock Small.

Jelfry before Ihc starting of the peal, and heartily congratulated Mr.
Small and wished the band the best of luck. Owing to the lighting
and tlic military restrictions in Staffordshire, an early start had to
be made. 'With Mr. J. E. Groves as conductor, a fine peal was
accomplished in two hours and forty-nine minutes, as recorded ill last
week's ” Hinging World.” Mr. Small was heartily congratulated by
the band, who wished him the usual “ many happy returns,” and
Ioped he would enjoy the best of health, and be able to take part in
many more of his birthday peals.

It is worthy of note that Mr. Small attends Divine service at the
church he love* and rings at nearly every Sunday morning and night,
walking a distance of nearly five miles each Sunday for the purpose.
He is proud of his church, and has been a sidesman for many years.
He has placed a beautiful stained-glass window in the church to the
memory of his devoted wife, who died a few years ago, and in addi-
tion to this, he has had erected a marblette tablet (with the eoat of
arms) recording a muffled peal of Stedman Triple* rung to the
memory of Queen Victoria, and this is tho only memorial in Tipton
to her late Majesty. Til addition, Mr. Small has placed other tablets
af marble and wood in the little belfry recording peals he lias rung,
ranging from Grandsire Triples to Double Norwich. He has rung at
this well-known little “ pepper-box ” thousands of changes, and spent
many enjoyable hours there in teaching the art of change ringing and
improving its practice. He was for nearly 30 years the tower-keeper,
and has been a ringer at this church for forty years. He is not, so
agile «s a few year« ago. but can still “ go the pace,” as a good many
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friends know. His name figures in nearly every belfry (where bells
are ringablej in the Midlands. He's a wonderful mail is “ Rock,"”
and now we shall have to style him “ the grand old man of the Black
Country.” He likes the name of “ Rock/' bccausc his mother (before
marriage) was a Miss Rock, and if there arc any peals to be fixed, and
ho has taken part in them, his special orders are to be sure and

put Rock, not “ R.”
After the ringing of hi* birthday peal, all adjourned lo the resi-
dence of Mr. John Smith, the Church House, and sat down to lea.

The evening afterwards was enjoyed by ringing handbells—Stedman
and Grandsire Triples and Grandsirc Caters, and recounting reminis-
cences of past ringing events. “ Rock " told some of his wonderful
ringing experiences. The evening was creeping along, when Mr. John
Jaggar (of Burton fame) proposed, in an appropriate little speech,
“ the jolly good health of Mr. Win. Rock Small,” and Mr. John Smith
seconded, and Mr. Jas. George, of Rugby, now of Birmingham, spoke
iu support, saying how pleased he was to know that such a magnificent
peal had been accomplished for Mr.- Smalls 78th birthday. — The
motion was, of course, carried with much heartiness, and the company
parted with wishes for the same success on the following Saturday, at
Wednesbury.

Woduesbury is the native place of Mr. Rock Small. There he learnt
the art of change ringing, and there he has cored many peals on the
old peal of ten. There also, to exlen I tin- i- | brat.on, it was his de-
sire for the second peal of the week, and another good band was got
together, which included four ringing masters and two ex-Masters of
the principal ringing Associations of the Midlands, and included col-
leagues who had the pleasure of ringing with Mr. Small, one about 40
years ago, five others of thirty years, and two others 20 years ago
This shows the respect in which he is held. Two o’clock was the time
fixed, and Stcdman Caters was the order for the afternoon. Again
the clerical secretary put in an appearance—he is a fine mascot—and
wished “ good luck and a good peal." Mr. Groves was again conduc-
tor, and his own composition of 5005 changes was accomplished in
three hours and twenty minutes—just five minutes under th.e military
restricted time. The composition is a fine one, with the bells turned
every four courses, and was rung for the first time on tower bells.
This was the first peal Mr. John Carter had attempted since the war
broke out, but it was his desire that he should ring another peal with
his dear old friend, " Rock ” Small. Afterwards, Mr Small enter-
tained li's colleagues at the ” Prineo Regent " Hotel, where a couple
of hours was pleasantly spoilt.

Mr. James George proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Small for pro-
viding refreshments after the Wednesbury peal, and Mr. J. K. Groves
seconded: and Mr. George and Mr. Rowley proposed and seconded re-
spectively, a vole of thanks to the writer of this report, for the ar-
rangements he made in bringing Mr. Small's 78th birthday celebra-
tion to such a success.

Mr. Small »a, the recipient of many letters of eongratulnlious-
botli near and far—on the day of his 78th birthday.

It is interesting to know that Mr. William Rock Small first saw
the light al Wednesbury on November 12th. 1839, and joined Hn
Wedne-bury band in April, 1863, and rang his first peal at the Parish
Church (St. Bartholomew). This was a peal of Kent Treble Bob
Roval, in 3 lirs. and 8 11I:1ls. This peal was rung on Sunday, April
29th. 1866, and a tablet fixed in the tower recording it states that the
band were all natives of Wednesbury. Joe Bate, who took part in
the peal, rang in a peal of Grandsiro CaTers when 83 years of age,
and died just over a year ago. so that Mr. Small is the only one now
living that rang in the peal. Mr. Small has rung in the first peal iu
many churches in the Midlands, and his name is widely known in the

Midlands. Up lo date he has scored 324 peals, which are as follows:—
Stedman Cinques, 14: Stcdman Caters, 19; Stcdman Triples, 75:
Grandsire Cinques, 5: Grandsire Royal, 2: Grandsire Caters. 41;

Grandsire Major, 6: Grandsire Triples, 78; Kent Treble Bob Maxi-
mus, 1; Kent Treble Bob Royal, 10; Kent Treble Bob Major, 15: Plain
Hob Royal, 5; Plain Bob Caters, 1; Plain Bob Major, 34: Plain R b
Triples, 1; Darlaston Boh Triples, 4; Canterbury Pleasuro Major, 1;
Double Norwich Major, 5; Double Oxford Major, 1; Forward Roval,
2; Forward Major, 4; total, 324.

Mr. Small was one of the band to ring in a peal of Stedman Triples,
at Peel, Isle of Man, in July, 1888, and was one of a band who toured
Shropshire in 1894, and rang five peals—37 hours in all. and at a *osl
of nearly £401 Four of the band who were in this tour rang in his
birthday peal 011 the 17th inst., these being Messrs. Small, Carter.
Jas. George and Jas. E. Groves.

He has rung in some long peals, including 9,020 Grandlire Cinques,
in 6 hrs. 7 mins., at St. Martin's, Birmingham, on the occasion of
Queen Victoria's visit 011 March, 23rd, 1887: 8,064 Grandsire Cater*,
at Bromsgrove, 011 December 271h, 1888. iu 4 hrs. 59 rains.: 8,009
Grandsire Caters, at Wolverhampton, in 5 hrs. 11 mins., on April 3rd
1893. Mr. Small was also in the two unique peals of Kent at Coselcy,
in 1893, and by the same band ringing tho same peal and bells, in
1913—and lie hopes to be fit for next year (1918), to make H 25
years. Ho was also in the “ Old Men’s ” peal of Grandsirc Caters,
af, Aston, in 1914, when every man wa« over 60 years of age.
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Mr Small belongs to the following Societies: St. Martin’s, Birming-
ham, joined 1880; College Youths. London, 1883; Archdeaconry of
Stafford (ono of the founders), 1883; Worcestershire Association, 1887;
York'-hir" Association, 1888; Midland Counties Association, 1891; Here-
ford Guild, 1893; Dudley Guild 1899; Warwick Guild, 1917. He is
Vice-President to the Worcestershire Association, and is tho respected
treasurer to Dudley Guild.

1 the peal of Stedman Caters, at.
with their records, which totals 2,516,
Mr. Carter, 298; Mr. Groves, 476: Mr. Hughes, 132: Mr. Swann, 161:
Mr Fisher. 200- Mr. Parsons 111; Mr. Rowley, 86: Mr. George, 601;
Mr. Gough, 127. ’ .

Mr. Small and the bands desire to thank the Rev. W. T. de Vine,
Vicar, and Mr. John Smith for tile Tipton bells, and Rev. W. T.
Hyatt, Vicar, and tho Wednesbury ringers for their bells, especially
Mr. Walter Brittan, for seeing that everything was in good going
order at the latter church. B. G.

is as follows: Mr. Small, 324;

HOME FROM FRANCE.

His many friends in the Midlands will note with pleasure the uam«
of Pte. J. Frank Smallwood ina handbell peal of Stedman Cinques at
Hirminghtim. The peal had been arranged, and it was only by acci-
dent that on the way to the ringing room some of the band met Pte.
Smallwood, who was home on 14 days’ leave. It was noi known to
any of the ringers that he was even in Kngland, so that the pleasure
and surprite of tho meeting can be imagined. Although on his way
to pay a visit to friends, he was persuaded to join in the peal, and his
performance was a great credit, seeing that he had not handled a
pair of bells for sixteen months. Mr. W. Kent kindly refereed instead
of ringing.

On Sunday, Nov. 1ith, Gnr. K. Wood, R.G.A., of Billingshurst,
Sussex was home on loave, after 17 months’ service in France. Ring-
ing could not be arranged at Billingshurst for him, and a hearty wel-
come to Pulborough belfry was, therefore, extended to him by some
of his old comrades. Some well-struck touches of Grandsire Triples
were rung for morning service: Gnr. R. Wood 1, S. Stone 2, P. H.
Doick 3, S. W. Corden 4, G. H. Lee 5 Chas. Smart 6, A. Greenfield
(conductor) 7, 11 J. Killick 8. In the afternoon a pleasant, lime was
spent at Slinfold, touches of Plain Bob and Kent Treble Hob being
rung, the following taking pari: Elias Knight, E. Edwards, R. Whit-
tington, Mrs. I{. Whittington, Gnr. R. Wood, P. H. Doick, A. Green-
field, Leo Paice and W. Short. Mrs. K. Knight, in her usual genial
way. very kindly provided an excellent tea for the visitors. Gnr. R.
Wood has now returned lo duty, and takes with him the hearty wishes
of his many friends for a safe and speedy return to “ Blighty.”

At Liverpool, on Sundayf Nov. 18th, for evening service, at St.
Nicholas’ Church, a quarter-peal of Grantlsire Caters (1314 changes)
was rung. It was specially arranged for Pte. T. Hammond, junr.,
A.S.C., who was home on leave from France for a few days: W.
McGowan 1, T J. Elton 2, G. R. Newton (conductor) 3. T. Hammond,
senr., 4, Pte. T. Hammond, junr., A.S.C., 5 Pte. F. S. Macey,
A.S.C. (Sittingbourne), 6, G. Fisher 7. J. Martin 8, W. Davies 9, F.
Caunee 10.

ROCHESTER RINGER'S DEATH.
AN ORIGINAL MEMBER OF THE KENT ASSOCIATION.

It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of Mr.
James Edward Tulett, of Rochester, who passed away on Saturday,
November 3rd, at the age of 67 years, after suffering for some time
from dropsy. Tho deceased had been prevented for a considerable
period from doing much ringing. Ho was a member of the St. Mar-
garet’s and Cathedral Societies for nearly 50 years, and of the Kent
County Association from its institution.

He was not a great peal ringer, but what little peal ringing hi did
he liked to be of good quality, so far as striking was concerned. He
rang in all about 30 peals, Ins first being at Gillingham (Grandsire
Triples) on December 8tli, 1888, and his last and only peal on ten bells
at Canterbury Cathedral, viz.. Stedman Caters, on April 26th, 1913.
As far as can be ascertained he rang Grandsire Triples 3. Bob Major
4, Kent Treble Bob Major 9, Double Norwich Major 9, Stedman Triples
4. Stedman Caters 1.

A man of fine physique, he was always cheerful, and will be much
misled by his ringing colleagues. May he rest in peace.

RINGING AFTER DARK.

The permission of the Competent Military Authority to ring for
Sunday evening services has been given at Reigate and Godstonc, Sur-
rey. Other Surrey churches in the same military area could doubt-

obtain ihis concession on application.

Mr. W. Mead, Clun, informs us that he lias received notice from
the local police that bells may now be rung and clocks strike until
7 p.m. until further notice. On making inquiries he was in-
formed that this order refers to the countv of Shropshire,
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NOTICES.
The Editorial O ffice of “ The Ringing W orld,” to
which all communications should be sent, is 9, Com-
mercial Road, Woking.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND LON-
DON DIOCESAN GUILD.—South and West District.—
The next meeting will be held by kind permission of the
Rev. Halliday Thompson, LL.D., at St. Stephen's, West
Ealing, on Saturday, Dec. 1st. Bells available from 3
o'clock. Short service at 5. Tea at the Bell Hotel, Ealing
Broadway, at 6 (1/- per head), followed by handbell ringing.
—H. C. Chandler, Hon. Sec., Heston, Hounslow.

ROMNEY MARSH AND DISTRICT GUILD.—
The next meeting of the above will be held at Mersham,
near Ashford, on Saturday, Dec. ist. Bells (8) available-
from 2 o'clock until sunset.—H. Balcoinb, Hon. Sec., The
Priory, Appledore, Ashford, Kent.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Rochdale Branch.
—The next meeting will be held at All Saints’, Hamer, on
Saturday, Dec. ist. Bells ready at 3 o'clock; meeting at

6 o'clock. Reports are now ready. Subscriptions are
now due.—T. K. Driver, lion. Sec., 99, Hunter Street,
“‘Middleton.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — North Bucks

Branch.— The quarterly meeting of the above will be held
at Newport Pagnell on Saturday, Dec. 1st. Bells (8)
available front 2 p.rii. Service, 4 p.m. ; meeting to follow.
No tea will be provided. No ringing after dark.—W . Sear,
Sec., 69, Windsor Street, Bletchley.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS
(Estab. 1637).—Meetings will be held at the “ Coffee Pot,"
Warwick Lane, E.C., for general business, on December
4th and 18th, and for handbell practice on the 13th and
27th, all at 8 p.m. The subscription of 1/8, which entitles
members who have not attended twenty meetings in the
past year, to vote on matters of finance, is now due.—
William T. Cockerill, Hon. Secretary, 32, Edgeley Road,
Clapham, S.W .4.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Diocesan
Branch.— A meeting will be held at Garston on Saturday,
Dec. 8th. Bells ready at 3. Service at 6, meeting 6.30.
Members intending being present please send word.— Rev.
E. C. Collier, Walter Hughes, Secs.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION (late St. James’
Society. Estab. 1824).— A meeting for handbell practice
and social intercourse will be held at 6.30 p.m. on Saturday,
8th December, at Headquarters Room, “ The Edinburgh,”
Milford Lane, Strand, W.C. Ringers and friends invited.
—T. Walker, Hon. Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.—Blackburn Branch.
—A Branch meeting will be held at the Holy Trinity
Church, Burnley, 011 Saturday, Dec. 15th, 1917. Bells
ready at 3 o'clock. Ringing till 7 p.m. Report now ready.
—J. Watson, Branch Sec.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Manchester Branch.
—The next meeting will be held at Eccles Parish Church
on Saturday, Dec. 15th. Bells available from 330 to 7
p.m. Meeting immediately after ringing.— W .W . Wolsten-
croft, Branch Sec.

WANTED, good reliable Watch and Clock Jobber, for
old established firm, good change ringer, and over military
age.— Robinson & Co., The Square, Shrewsbury, Salop,
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PEAL BOOKS.—Price 39..post free 3/6. Peals writ-
ten in at 3d. per page. Prices for entering peals in Asso-
ciation official peal books upon application.—J. Beams,
West Ewell, Epsom.

THE BELLS OF VICTORY.

CELEBRATION OF THE BRITISH SUCCESS IN FRANCE.

Tlio great victory in France lust week led to a general demand for
a celebration of the event by the ringing of the church bells. The
nowspapers called loudly for it, published interviews 011 tho subject
with distinguished people, and certainly did the Exercise a good turn
by making tho ringing a national event. A statement by the Bishop
of Loudon, hoping that all the bells of the Metropolis would ring,
stirred up further interest, and, «s far as lingers were available, they
did their part. 111 most places, where it was possible lo muster a
bund, ringing took place, generally on Friday, but in London the bells
of Southwark Cathedral were rung on Thursday.

The ringing at St. Paul's, on Friday, brought together a great
throng outside the Cathedral, and emotions were stirred as this grand
peal, crashed out the strains of victory. When the bells stopped the
crowd sang tho National Anthem, and then ihc ringing started again,
and there wero scenes of real rejoicing.

At various other famous tower* throughout the country ringing took
place, Peterborough Cathedral, where the bells had long been silent,
being among them.

The Bishop of Salisbury sent a request to all tho parishes requesting
the bells to bo rung on Sunday la6t in commemoration of the victory
won iu France. This action of tho Bishop is specially noteworthy,
and it is one which we should liko to sec adopted in other dioceses
whenever there is occasion for uniform action.

Al St. Martiu's-in-the-Fields. Trafalgar Square, 011 Friday, touches
of 498 and 234 Stedman Cinques were rung bv: J. D Matthews 1,
W. J. Nudds 2, F. Smith 3, H. Burton 4, B. Foskctt 5 C. Hare 6,
W. Theobald 7, W. Powell 8, W. Lawrence (Ealing) 9, E. Wightman
10, C. Hunt (conductor) 11, W. Walters 12. Afterwards, at St."Bride's,
Fleet Street, 190 Stedman Caters was rung, and the twelve bells fired.

At St. Alfcgo, Greenwich, oil Saturday, a quarter-pcal of Stednian
Triples in 55 mins. (Tliurstans’): A. S. Beer 1, J. J. Lamb 2, I. G.
Shade (conductor) 3, E. E. Richards 4, J. Waghorn, junr., 5, F. W.
Thornton 6, Il. Hoskins 7, T. Jakcman 8.

On Sunday, for morning service, at St. John of Jerusalem, South
Hackney, a quartcr-pcal of Grandsirc Triples, in 47 mins.: A. Riley
1. J. Barry 2, F. G. Syraonds 3, M. Fensom 4, Il. Franks 5, G. Smitii
6. Sapjicr It. F. Deal 7, A. A. Hughes 8. The bell* were also fired.

A quartcr-peal of Grandsirc Caters (1259 changes) was rung at St.
Nicholas’, Bristol, by: Mrs. E. J. Wilson 1, F. G. May (conductor) 2,
W. White 3, F. W Wade 4, W. Probert 5, J. Caplo 6, T. Harris 7, 1.
Long 8, J. Richmond 9, U. Braven 10. It was the first quarter-peal
of Caters, and first attempt bv Mrs, Wilson and J. Caplc, who belong
to Portishead and Easton-in-Gordano respectively.

At Godalming, a quarter-peal of Grandsirc Triples was rung on
Saturday: W. Moorey 1, W, Clissole 2, W. Smith ii, W. Hooker 4, C.
Childs 5, Sergt. It. Carrier 6, A. G. Bartlett (conductor) 7, R. Pam-
mcnt 8. Special interest attaches to this touch, as Sergt. Jt. Carrier,
who is of (he Canadian army, was galloper to General Bvng through
(lie South African War.

At Finedon, Northauts, on Saturday, 504 Stedman Triples: G. Ette
1, M. llobbs 2, T, Abbott 3, H. Tompkins 4, J. Packwood 5, J. Main
6, G. Basford (conductor) 7, A. Tompkins 8: 252 Stedman: M Hobbs
1. T. Abbott, 2. P. Manning 3, Il. Etie 4, J. Packwood 5, J. Main 6,
ti. Basford (cond.) 7, A. Tompkins 8; 224 Kent Treble Bob Major:
I'. Manning 1. M. Hobbs 2. G. Ette 3, 11. Elto 4, J. Packwood 5. T.
Abbott 6, J. Main 7, G. Basford 8.—On Sunday, Nov. 25th, for even*
iug service a quarter-pcal of Stcdnian Triples (1260 changes) was rung
by: T. Abbott 1, G. Btte 2, Il. Ette 3, G. Basford 4, J, Packwood 5,
J. Main 6, W. Perkins (conductor) 7, A. Tompkins 8.

At Keynsham, noar Bristol, on November 21st, 448 Cambridge Sur-
prise Major: G. Warburton 1, R. J. Wilkins 2, C Tomkins 3, Miss E.
Parker (conductor) 4, H. M. Day (Market Deeping) 5, A. Reeves 6, G.
Condick 7, J. Burford 8. This was the first attempt at Cambridge
Major by the ringer of tho 5th. Also 448 of London Surprise Major:
G. Warburton 1, R. J. Wilkins 2, C. Tomkins 3, Miss E. Parker (con-
ductor) 4, W. Knight 5, A. Reeves 6, J. Burford 7. G. Condick 8.

At Henfield, Sussex, a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples was rung in
46 mins., at noon on Thursday, by: A. E. Baker 1 W. Markwcll 2 S
Burt 3 C. Tyler 4, W. J. Alliss 5, H. Markwell 6, G. Payne (conductor)
7, A. Hodgcs 8.

At Tuustall Kent., on Friday, at noon, a 720 of Bob Minor was
brought round, by Mies C. N. Jarrett 1, H. E. Simpson 2, G. Webb
< E. Il. Spico 4, G. H. Spice 5 and W. Spice (conductor) 8; and on
Sunday.. a 360 of Oxford Treble Bob, with Tlios. Jull in place of H E.
Olmiﬁl.

ley"Tork*"1» ' * rccor<lc'l in another column, was rung at Lind-
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CHURCH BELLS SINGLY OR
IN RINGS.

Bell Frames in Cast Iron, Steel
and Oak.

Beils tuned on the latest im-
proved principles initiated by
the late Canon Simpson.

CfISThE ;GREEN,
—— BRISTOL------
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JAMES BARWELL,

LIMITED,

Church SBgll Bounders

— AND —

Church Sell Mangers,

GREAT HAMPTON STREET,
BIRMINGHAM

Towers and Campaniles Inspected and
Estimates Furnished to cover e”ery

Expense.
Musical Handbells, in any size and number,
for Tune or Change-ringing, in Guaranteed

Quality.

The Jasper Snowdon Series.

ROPE-SIGHT. li. 6d.; sixth ed. 150 page*; treats PUin Bob, com-
menoing on three bells.
GRANDSIRE 2s. 6d.; second ed.; 264 pages; commencing on five

bells; complete with the Thompson Charta, etc., eto.
STANDARD METHODS 6th Edition Now Ready, 2s, 6d.

STEDMAN. 2s. 6d.; 275 pages, by the Rev. C. D. P. Davies,
with an appendix by Sir Arthur Heywood, Bart., etc., etc.

TREBLE BOB Part 1. Is. 6d.; second ed.; with appendix; 100
closely printed pages. Part Il., suited for Conductors only;

very scarce; 2s. lid.; 23fi pages.
DOUBLE NORWICH 0. B. Major. At present out of print.
SURPRISE PEALS. Cambridge, Superlative and London;

All post free, on receipt of postal order, from

Mrs. LAURA SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancashire.

ALFRED BOWELL,

GHUfiCH BELL FOUNDER,
iIpsV/ieH-

JOHN SMI TH & SONS

Midland Clock Works,

DERBY

Telegraphic Address-
* Clocks, Derby."
Tel. No. 569

M.A,,

compiling.

& MAKERS OF CLOCKS AND

riuUMKS for S. Paul's Cathedral

>fevorley  Minster. .Selby Abbey, Truro

Cathedral, Thurlen Cathedral, Trinity College, Cam-

bridge, Belfast Assembly Hall, Magdalen Cullera, Oxford,

and many others to Lord Orlralhorpos designs. % In 1897,

+ writing to the Vicar of Minchinharopton, Lord Grinitliorpe said .—'* Smith
ol J>"riur will clock you in the bent way ami as near otcrnity as possible.”

November 30th, 1917.

“The World's Best Bellropes”

PROVED IN THE RINGING OF THE
WORLD'S RECORD PEAL.

THE SAME EXCELLENT QUALITY AS
BEFORE THE WAR, AND PRICES VERY
LITTLE HIGHBR.

Splicing and Repairs
JOHN PRITCHARD,

Price List
of the Swan Street,
Sole Maker. LOUGHBOROUGH.

Established over a HUNDRED YEARS.

Unique for Presentation.

An Inkstand in the design ofaWell-shaped Bell

This charming model in Solid Hall Maikod Silver
will make a mo6l appropriate and useful Gift.

It can be supplied in the following sizes:—
Diameter 27in f|n A, 4in. 421 in.
/-

. 5in.
Price .. 1206 W Sk 3% 601-

Monogram or Inscrlptlons Engraved at Moderate Charges.

J. COMBER’ Goldsmith and

Silversmith,
VWOKING

(MAKER OF THE RINGERS BADGE))

THOMAS COBLE SON, Church E&lF<
Hangers, TAUNTON. Bells Hung on the
most approved principles Old Bells Re cast,
New Beils supplied. Ropes of the best make.
Ellacombe's Chiming Apparatus fixed, Hand
bells in sets,, Chromatic or Diatonic.

THE BADGE OF THE CRAFT

A Beautifully Executed

RINGERS’ PENDANT

in Gold, Silver or Bronze.
Specially Suntable for Gifts.
Prices, Gold (9 frat) Silver S/-
Bronze 2 9 (post free)

J. COMBER, Goldsmith and Jeweller,

TELKPUOHE : 171 WOKIKOi

WOKIK'TI
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